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Opposition members stage

protest against WAPDA in
Balochistan Assembly

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Opposition mem-
bers staged a protest demonstra-
tion inside the Balochistan
Assembly against unannounced
and prolonged load shedding on
Thursday evening. Opposition
lawmakers left their seats and
gathered in the middle of the
house to vent their anzer. “We
are tired of WAPDA and
QESCO", Asghar Tareen, a law-
maker From the Jamiat ul Ulema
e Islam (JUD) said

lawmakers
chanted slogans

The lawmakers also chanted
full-throated slogans against the
WAPDA  and " QESTO  and
demanded immediate restoration
of power supply to all districts of
Balochistan. “WAPDA  has
destroved the agriculture sector
of Balochistan”™, Malak Maseer
Shahwani the Parliamentary
leader of the Balochistan
Assembly  said.  Most  of
Balochistan’s  population s
dependent on agriculture and
according to statistics around 75
percent of the population’s
income is from this sector.

Rural areas of
Balochistan

The rural areas of Balochistan
are facing unannounced and pro-
longed load-shedding. This has
severely alTected the agneulure
sector in the provinee. “We want
an uninterrupted  power supply
for the agriculture sector”, Mr.
Asghar Tareen stated. “This is
not our first protest but the
incumbent govemment has con-

Police arrest an accused
dressed as a woman in

Dukki Balochistan

In meeting with Erdogan,
PM Shehbaz offers

‘heartfelt condolences’ to
quake-hit Turkiye

Prime
Shehbaz  Sharif
Thursday conveyed

felt condolences™
the damage and loss
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tinuously ignored wus”, Mr  rural areas is not paying millions  and then speak about the out-
MNaseer ~Shahwani told me  of dues against them. Engineer standing”,  Malik Naseer
Members from the treasury and  Karim Jamali, the QESCO Chief  Shahwani said Chairman of
opposition benches lashed out at  said that billions of rupees were  panel ‘?adir Mail in his ruling

the WAPDA and QESCO for
their failure to provide power

suppl ot rural  areas of
Balochistan
However, QESCO has

claimed that the population of

outstanding against the growers’
and domesiic con-
He however said that
maost of the dues were against

coammunit
SUMEers

agriculture consumers,

“First provide power supply

directed the QESCO to make
sure the provision of the power
supply to  rural areas of
Balochistan. The house also dis-

President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in Ankara

PM Shehbaz said on
Twitter that he expressed
“profound condolences™
to Erdogan on behalf of
the people and the gov-
ernment of Pakistan.

“1 assured him of our
steadfast support
toTurkive. T am confident
that under [the] presi-
dent’s leaders iF, Turkiye
will emerge from this
catastrophe stronger.” he

cussed other 1ssues relating to

Balochistan

said
PM  Shehbaz |
arrived in the

had

Turkish

capital earlier today
where he was received by
senior officials of the
Turkish govermnment and
Pakistan's ambassador to
Turkive.

;
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Later, he visited the
Turkish presidency where
he was received by

_In a press release
issued ealier today, the
Foreign Office (FO) said
the premier would meet
Erdogan to “personally
convey heartfelt condo-
lences on behalf of the
entire Pakistani nation
over the loss of precious
lives and the widespread
damage caused by the
earthquake”

The FO said the prime
minister would also visit
earthquake-affected areas
in southern Turkiye and
interact with the Pakistani
search and rescue teams
deploved in the area as
well as survivors of the
earthquake. ,

~Terming the trip a “spe-
cial pesture of solidarity

and s;up;{nm with the peo-
ple of Turkive”, the FO
said the premer would
“reiterate Pakistan’s firm
commitment to stand by
the Turkish people during

L2 |
|

these difficult times and
to continue extending all
possible mgchnrl_ o the
ongoing reliet effort
ecalling aid provided

by Pakistan in the form of
relief items and rescue
teams, the FO said the
remier had assured
‘rdogan “of all possible
assistance for the rescue
and reliel elTort™

“All available
resources have been fully
mobilized to help our
Turkish brothers and sis-
ters. The prime minister
is personally overseeing
the relief effort,” it added.

The TFO  asserted
“Pakistan and Tirkive
enjoy deep fraternal ties.
Our two countries have
resolutely stood by each
other during every trial
and tribulation.”Web
Desk

Blast inside Jaffar Express Kills
a woman, injured 7 passengers

Mir Salam Jogezai

A woman was killed and
SEVEN  PASSENgers  were
imjured  in an explosion
mside the Jaffar Express on
Thursday morning.

Police sources said the
blast happened inside the
washroom of the passenger
train.  When the train
reached Chicha Watm, the
explosion happened, police
sources said,

The injured were rushed
to the hospital for medical
treatment. The passengers
train was gomng from Quetta
to Rawalpindi when the
imcident happened.

Eac

The nature of the blast is
;et to be known, police said
Police reached the spot as an
imvestigation nto the 1nei-
dent went underway.,

Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo strongly condemned
the blast and expressed con-
dolence over the demise of
the woman and the injury of
other passengers. In a state-
ment 1ssued after the blast,
the CM said the perpetrators
of the blast would be
brought to justice. He said
the government has already
directed to tight secunty of
the passenger trams travel-
ing from Balochistan to
other parts of the country

Police arrest an accused

dressed as a woman in
Dukki Balochistan

Hussain Larkoon

District Dukki police
arrested a suspicious per-
son dressed as a woman
and 1'&4_:9»‘{:|E(| WEeapons
from his possession on
Thursday. Addressing a
TESS conference
uperintendent Police (SP)
Abdul Saboor Agha stated
that" A Kalashnikov and a
pistol were recovered from
the two arrested suspects”™

Mr Agha said that one
suspect was dentified as
Ahmed MNoor from Harnai
District, Further investiga-
tion is going on from the

——
arrested
“Remainim

accused
accused of the
gang would also be brought
to justice™, the SP stated. In
response to a question, the
SP informed that seven sus-
pects have been arrested in

connection with the mar-
tyrdom of the police assis-
tant sub-inspector
Muhammad Saleem

“Mose tightened against
anti-social elements in the
district”, the SP concluded

Bilawal tatted

unich

ecu rity

Conference in Germany from Feb 16-20

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Mimister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari will undertake a visit to
Germany to  attend Munich
Security Conference-2023 from
February 16-20,

During his visit, he will par-
ticipate in several evenis and
engage with international
media, a Foreign Office press
release said.

The foreign mimster will also
hold bilateral meetings with
foreign mimsters from around
the world.

Mimster of State for Foreign
Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar will
also attend the Munich Security
Conference

Besides, on the invitation of
the Lithuanian counterpart,
Foreign Minister Bilawal will
undertake a bilateral visit to

Vilnius on February 20-21
During the visit. Mol on
establishment of  Bilateral
Political Consultations between
the governments of Pakistan
and Lithuania will be signed

Foreign Minister Bilawal will
hold talks with his Lithuanian
counterpart and call on the

Speaker of the Lithuanian
Parliament

In the last leg of his tour, the
foreign mimister will wvisit

Hungary from February 21-22

He will hold official talks
with his Hungarian counterpan
where the two sides would
deliberate upon the entire spec-
trum of bilateral relations and
exchange views on regional and
mternational issues of mutual
mterest

Both the Foreign Ministers
would also sign two Molls on
bilateral cooperation on Sports
and Sports Education, and on
cooperation between diplomat-
ic academies of the two coun-
tries INP

IHC approves Sheikh
Rashid’s bail plea in
Zardari

~ The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Thursday
approved PT1 ally Sheikh
Rashid's post-arrest bail
application in a case per-
taiming 1o claims he made
on television that former
president Asif Al Zardan
was involved in a fresh
assassination plot against
PTI chief Imran Khan,
The Islamabad police
had arrested the lormer
interior mimister on Feb 2
alter which the court had
granted the police his
two-day physical remand
A similar case was

filed agamst him in
Murree on Feb 3.
Hearing the plea today,

the IHC bench app

‘: ™ el .-1‘1!.'

ich approved
the bail application of the

remarks

former minister against
the submission of a sure-
tv bond of Rs50,000.

Earlier, Rashid's post-
arrest bail plea had been

rejected  twice by
Islamabad's SE8510N5
court which prompted the
PTI ally to approach the
THC seeking his release

The plea was heard by
Justice Mohsin  Akhtar
Kayani

At the outset of the
hearing today, Rashid's
counsel Salman Akram
Raja informed the court
about a statement given
by his client

“There is nothing in the
evidence that his state-
ment led to any clash
between. Web Desk

Sanaullah calls on CJP to take notice of audio clips

purportedl

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah on Thursday called on Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP") Umar Ata Bandial to take notice of audio clips in which
PML-0) leader Parvez Elahi is purportedly heard giving directives for fix-

g cases before a sitting Supreme Court

(TSCJI judze.

“arlier in the day, two alleged audio clips of Elahi surfaced on social
media in which the ex-Punjab chief minister can be heard giving the direc-
tions to two men regarding fixing certain cases before a particular apex

court judge.

It is pertinent to mention that the SC has not issued a statement regard-

in_LI;_thn:: alleged audio clips.

lahi did not identify both the men by their full names, but r

s sug-

vest that one of them is a senior official of the Supreme Court Bar

ssnciation

In the first purported audio, a man believed to be Elahi’s is heard telling
:l{:ijﬁ sahab™ that the apex court judge should be appointed to hear the
[

thammad Khan case

The man called Toja responds by saying that “he will go to Islamabad
today”. “He was saying today that they'll send [the case] to Islamabad. We
will try in the process which starts affer that,” the man adds.

“Do try to get it done,” Elahi
The PML—& leader allegedly

purportedly says. ;
goes on to say that the judge was “very

= & orw

featuring Parv

ez Elahi

audacious” to which the man called J{inj;a agrees
* In the second alleged audio clip, Elahi purportedly tells another man that

a specific case has to be fixed for heaning before the SC judge

mailed

taken "INP

reac& till yesterday. | wil

on to say to which the latter res;
Elahi ‘also tells the man that “no one has to be told™ 1o which the latter
exPre’sses his understanding . :
_ Commenting on the alleged leaks in a press conference in Islamabad, the
interior minister referred fo the video leak controversy involving former
accountability cuun{ludgu Arshad Malik. In the video, Malik had told a
~M supremo Nawaz Sharif that he had been “black-

and pressurised” to convict the former prime minister
“Arshad Malik had explained how he was made to issue a verdict He
took names and named those who called him and what they said. He had
mentioned the chief justice of the time [but] there was no action

close aide to PML-

he other man 15 then heard asking whether the case has been filed to
which Elahi responds in the affirmative and says that Joja should be asked
about the details
“1 will find out from Jn]]n sahab. | talked yvesterday as well and it wasn’t
[ check,” the other man purportedly tells Elahi.
nsure] that the task is properly done. You doit,” Elahi allegedly goes
nds that he will do it.
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BPSC: an unprecedent
decision, if implemented

Indeed. it would be an unprecedented decision if the provincial gov-
ernment empowers Balochistan Public Service Commission (BPSC) to
vecruit employees from grade-5 to 17, There has always been a black

mark over Balochistan regarding the sale of jobs. Chief Minister

Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo deserves appreciation for taking this
hard and politically difficult decision since all ministers and MPAs
always sirive to recruit their own blue-eyed in government departments,

Action should match words

The important

uestion 15 still, Action should match the words of

Chief Minister Balochistan regarding the BPSC decision. Undoubtedly,
recruttment through BPSC would wash away the black dot of corruption

and ensure better governance in the %rowm:e. This would also
recruit competent and deserving yout

help

to serve_the province in the

future irrespective of creed, color, and political affiliation.
As per a well-placed officer in the Balochistan government, current-
lv. over 30,000 posts of employees are lying vacani, Only in the
Balochistan higher education department, the number of lecturers and
rofessors posts is over 1000, Similarly, in secondary education in
alochistan, over 10,000 posts of teaching staffiteachers are lving

vacant,

BPSC act empowers the government to increase the number of

members

Yes, the existing manpower and the members at the BPSC are not in
a position to conduct tests and interviews for all grades. However, the
BPSC act 1989°s section 3 allows the provincial government to increase
the number of the members from present 8 and establish new branches
of the commission in the divisional headquarters of Balochistan. This
would also be easy for candidates to apply in their nearest branches and
appear in tests and interviews. Financially, it is also economical for the
government. The gmwncml government would not need to pump extra

resources to run i

& syslem.

Sindh and Punjab are the best examples and they can be approached

with regard to the establishment of BPSC
Balochistan, It is not only the responsibility of the Chief Minister rather

ranches

all palitical parties should {Jla their role in this regard to pave the way
L

for good governance in Ba

Hhstan,

In mterior

Withering Public Institution

4

5

The beleaguered pub-
lic offices have come
under 8 new wave of
employee associations
broadening the turf war
The new rallying point
is to assert the right for
the coveted packages in
wages gmiven to  the
praovincial secretarial
Guided by the tools
employed by secretariat
emplovees to secure
bloated wages in com-
parison  with  the
attached depariment, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance

They have further
asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of
attached  departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees. A
few davs back
Balochistan Secretariat
Emplovees Association
announced 115 with-
drawal from a grand

(——

alliance of other
employees’ ASS0CIA-
tions. The alliance was
formed to put pressure
an the government for

demands  they  all
shared; which imcluded
the rise in pay and
allowances and o

address the discrepan-
cies.

A growing
number of
employees
adding public
grievances

The growing number
of employes associa-
tions, n the name of
their welfare, under-
scores the growing utili-
tv of forming pressure
groups o prolracl
spheres of influence
Taking a cue from the
past, the growing trend
will bring serious pres-
sure on the frail institu-
tional framework
adding to public griev-
ances.

One of the phenome-
na, engendered by
growing pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large that
institutions have expo-
nentially grown in size,
while at the same time
trned into pathetically
ossified enfities, fore-
telling their imminent
fall. The eventuality

will not only bring
about suffering for all
Er_nﬂlmyees _associated
with these institutions
but 1t will also add to
the flight of the public
at large The bloated
oversize of public
departments in associa-
tion with their age-old
calcified nature has
turned them into a self-
serving  superstruciure
and lost relevance to the
COmMmoN man,

A department
created for the
general public
turned into a
service provider
for employees
only

A department created
for the service of the

general  public  his
turned into a service
provider for  their

respective employees,
All the offices at dis-
trict, divisional  of
provincial levels have
more affairs related to
employees than that of
the ones for whose wel-
fare the same are creat-
ed The  resources
placed at the disposal of
these institutions with
the aim to alleviate the
issues of citizens, are
arrogated 1o themselves
and have turned into a

bone of contention for
members of the institu-
tions. Speaking of per-
sonal experience of a
department, with dis-
trict and divisional level
offices, it was noted that
more than 90% of the
correspondence  made
with that office was
related to the personal
affairs of the employees
working in that depart-
ment. It is the case with
every public sector
institution. Their raison
detre is service unto
aell

Element
of powers
keep their
opponents

at bay

The element of powers
among emplovees’ asso-
ciations also include larg-
er size; the larger the
size, the more nuisance
value to keep the oppo-
nent at bay At the
provincial  secretariat
with the aim to enlarze
its own size decades-old
clerical stafl positions are
exponentially expanded
leading to a “one size fits
all’ structure.  Despite
speciaiizalmn in o every
field wrning into a norm,
the public sector is stuck
in an age-old manage-
ment model. The infor-
mation technoloagy devel-

Asghar Harifal

opment has turned the
ublic sector structure
o an obsolete eéntity,
The manpower and the
machine have found no
compatibility. The only
change in the last 75
vears 15 that number of
ositions  has  shifted
Tom one service group to
another Mutual bargain-
ing among the service
groups is termed reform
in the system A third-
body assessment guided
only by the public inter-
est has never taken place,

The resistance 10 cha
nge has not only left the
public sector unwork-
able, the private sector
has overtaken it in the
markel. When privale
sector  services  are
required from the market,
the public sector func-
fionanes are found total-
ly clueless aboul the
trend in the market, Res
ultantly, the public sector
is uniformly character-
ized by sub-standard qua
litv. The public sector has
still not parted from the
role, long performed by it
but 15 now overtaken by t
he pnvate sector with b
etter performance. A rol ¢
swap from a playertoar
egulator has still not tak e
n place. The role of regu |
ator, which should have b
een taken by the public s
ector, is distastelul for i

The author is a serv-
ing Balochistan
Secretary for Archives
and Culture

Time for an election

By Mosharraf Zaidi

The  polycrisis  in
Pakistan rages on. Urgent
questions agitate the con-

inon of the Pakistani. A
sovereign default may not
be imminent, but an exis-
tential economic crisis
has raged for months,
perhaps yvears - depend-
ing on who is measuring
what, How long_before
economic  difficulties
cause major social unrest
in Pakistan?

The dissolution of the
Punjab Assembly means
that an already frayed
federal compact could be
tested more severely than
al any stage since the 7th
NFC Award and the 18th
Amendment. How much
dissonance between

rovinces and across the
ederation can the exist-
ing system bear before
subnational  narratives
and movements emerge
as key variables in gover-
nance?

The terrorism of the
TTP has surged in recent
weeks. Can the coum
continue to send its sol-
diers and police person-
nel in harm's way without
a coherent, politically
feasible counter terrorism
stratezy in place? )

Significant chunks of
post disaster reconstruc-
tion remain pending from
the 2005 earthquake and
the 2010 floods. Will the
reconstruction  of  the
damage caused by the cli-
mate change ‘induced
superfloods of 2022 fol-
low g different trajectory”?

Afghanistan is relative-
!}: stable after nearly four

ecades, but short periods
of stability there have
always produced long

ericds  of instability.
Will the Taliban be able
to sustain their control
over Afghamistan’s fern-
tory in a manner that
eventually leads to the
end of terronst sanctuar-
ies in that country 7

_ Saudi Arabia is chang-
ing rapidly, and for the
better. Dpes the millenni-

al leadership of

Pakistan’s most  vital
atralegic partner have the
appetite 1o continge deal-
ing with the dysfunction
of the dinosaurs of the
Pakistani military and
civilian elite?

China has responded to
the domestic pressures
that the strict Covid-19
lockdown in there had
generated by opening up
to travel Suddenly there
is hope that economic
growth forecasts could be
revised upward Will a
once-again ITOWInG
China revert 1o the pre-
pandemic laissez faire
infrastructure financing
binge in countries like
Pakistan? )
~There 1sn’t an obvious
right of wrong answer to
any of these guestions.
Many of the determinants

of these questions lie out-

side the jurisdiction of
Pakistan ‘or Pakistanis
Yet there is one thin
common  to them all
They are  substantial
questions. Can a weak
and internally contradic-
tory ‘L_:u:ﬂ,-mzmm»an:3 scared
of "its own shadow,
answer such questions?
Mot even a little bit
Pakistan  has  been
aching for a free and fair
election since 2018, The
only way the country has
any chance at tackling
these questions is by con-
ducting a truly fréee and

fair election. Onlv a gov-
emment with a fresh
mandate - even if such a
mandate is conjured up
through a coalition — can
attempt o tackle these
challenges, Absent the
public’s renewed confi-
dence through an elec-
tion, there is no version of
Pakistan that will work.

Of course, an election
and a new mandate, even
a thumping majority, do
not guarantee thai the
resulting wovernment will
be able to tackle these
ciuesllc_:ns capably. But
they will be able to 1ackle
them the way they want,
the way the Pakistani
wanis, Singe 2018, the
decision ol the military
leadership to install a
avernment of its own
tking in Islamabad has
meant that elected civil-
ian leaders have neither
the full agency to sink or
swim on their own, nor
the liability to be answer-
able for their decisions.

Imran Khan's populari-
tv after losing the vobe of
no-confidence in 2022 i
not easily explicable or
replicable, but it is not
entirely drawn from his
charisma nor the appeal
of Khan's lies about a
global anti-Khan conspir-
acy, 1t is also not hinged
on the anti-military tone
that Khan adopted after
being dumped by his
once-upon-a-time
patrons.  What  does
explain some of Khan's
appeal since 2022 is thal
he very clearly aligned all
his weaknesses with the
military leadership and
all his stremgths as his
oWl

[t seems unlikely that
the PML-N or PPP can
pull off such sophisticat-

ed and effective political
messaging in the weeks
and months to come - but
there should no doubt
about their attempts to do
so in the nol-loo-distant
future, Both PDM mem-
bers wall attempt to dis-
tance themselves from
the cool shade of the mil-
itary’'s  bosom  under
which they curremly
reside. This 13 a manoe-
vre both parties have
honed over decades, and
one that Khan has master-
fully taken from under
their noses.

The military maf' have
gotten too used to having
all power in Pakistan
flow 1o it and through it
Things that feel good are
easy 1o catch and hard 1o
guit. Claims of the mili-
tary being neutral or hav-
ing dissociated from poli-
tics were clearly greatly
exagoerated

All of these factors
make an early and imme-

diate general election
EVEen more mperanve
Mo one in akistan

should be more keen for a
free, fair and credible
general election than the
military - so it can rid
itself of the stench of the
post 20016 era and the
“mistakes’ of 2018, 2022
and evervthing before,
during and after. But as
ever there are vultures
and parasites lined up
from here to eternity,
ready to argue against the
most obvious way for-
ward for the country
Three of the argumenis
mert dismantling, early
and often.

The first and most fre-
quent argument against
an immediate election is
the one used by many that
are understandably " con-

vinced that absent a PTI
victory, Imran Khan will
refuse to accept the out-
come of any election
This is true and has heen

roven in 2003, But what
ﬁappcn_cd in 2004 was
more important.  Khan
camped out, kind of, at D
Chowk — and he huffed
and putfed as is his wont,
tut he could not blow this
house down. An elec-
mrall_i{ legilimate MNawaz
Sharil survived the triple
threat of Tahirul Oadr,

Imran Khan and the
invisible hand of
Pakistani politics

Winners aren't whiners
Hold a free and fair elec-
tion. The loser won't
have the capacily 1o
destabilize or undermine
a real winner — just like
2014. Besides, if Khan is
not going to accept any-
thing but a victory, then
holding an election in
October 2023 or holding
itin April 2023 will make
no difference Hold the
election. As soon as pos-
sible

The second arwument
against an  immediate
announcement of elec-
tions is that the country
and its economy aren't
stable enough for an elec-
fion. But this was true a
year ago, and the econo-
my has gotten  worse
since then. Yes, Shaukat
Tarin lined the Finance
Division with landmines,
but Ishag Dar is doing the
same. The economy can-
not recover without difli-
cull decisions that require
the electorate’s mandate
The desperate retired
uncles arguing otherwise
as they salivate at the
prospects of an unelected
cabal of technocrats tak-
ing over Pakistan.

Great debates

B have
finallw
entered  the

maost  trying
times of our
. history

Economic meltdown with
no sign of relief, extreme
political polarization and
mstability combined with
rising terrorfism — are afl
on full display,

There is also pressure
on various stakeholders
after the failed Imran
project, and they are
sandwiched between
attacks from the PTI of
Imran Khan and the dis-
senting voices from the
curremt _coalition.
Governance is breaking
down, ungoverned spaces
are popping up all over
the country, and the peo-
ple are fast losing hope.

Moral  degeneration
and the crime rate are on
the rise due to despen-
dency, And the bigotry
nurtured over the decades
has become an uncomn-
trolled monster manifest-
ing itself in the most ugly
incidents like the one in
MNankana Sahib recently
The great disorder under
the sun asks for wreat
teadership. Do we have
it? Can we rise up? Can
we sall through these
choppy waters?
Questions galore,

In terms of economic
hardships, this probably
is the worst time in the
three quarters of a centu-
ry of Pakistan. The coun-
iy oday looks Friendless
in the ¢omity of nations
thanks to the policies of
our power elite. We mighi
avoid a proverbial defauly
afler agreeing to the mosl
shameful conditions pul
up by the IMF, bul our
problems are nol goin
away even after the IMF

pr%gramrnc poes through
an we agree onoan
economic reform agenda
to avoid  international
humiliation and put our
country _on the path of
gconomic  resurgence?
We are bordered with the
markets of around three
billion people to our
north and the east Can
we transform our econo-
my to cater to the market
needs of just those two
neighbours as well as
restruciure our economy
to be a useful part of the
global value chain?

These are questions of
our survival. Can we cre-
ate a national consensus
on these issues and issue
a national economic char-
ter across party lines and
commit to our Jae%p]e as
the way forward after the
elections? The same old
same old won't work: In
order to reach the consen-
sus, @ series of great
debates on mainstream
and social media are
needed Will our media
find time for these useful
debates about the very
future of our people or
continue to oet bogged
down with silTy shoating
matches of ‘he said he
said'?

A cursory look at world
history  tells us that
nations have experienced
the worst times of their
history including wars
and ‘great depression
before but only countries
with wise IeaJersl:ip and
foresight have sailed
through. During these
depressing fimes, people
with resources (o survive
have ta help ather people
That will help a country
from going down a spiral
of anarchy. People around
the world have stood with
their people m distress

5o can we. Will we? Will
our power elites open
their wallets and hearts to
help the people of their
oW country to survive
this troubling ime?

We have seen countries
disappear from the world
map despite the mighty
military power they used
to  have. The %wict
Upion and Yugoslavia
don't exist today. This
happens. also when reli-
gious, linguistic, ethnic
and cultural diversity is
not treated as a strength.
The same diversity
becomes your death war-
rant if you don’t appreci-
ate and celebrate it.

Pakistan continues fto
develop the population
time bomb with every
passing day. With no
resources available to
develop human
rescirces. we continue
piling up large crowds of
ignorant, unskilled and
unhealthy people.
Combing this with the
historic nurturing of big-
otry and religious intoler-
ance, and we are fast
becoming a global nui-
sance.

The Pakistan passport

today has become one of
the most undesirable doe-
uments, We need a
national consensus on
population control as well
as the state’s equal oppor-
tunity to people of all
Faiths and no preferential
treatment to any religious
rroup.  That s whal
innah rreached ol
August 11, 1947 while
addressing the constituent
assembly. Can we edu-
cate our people about thai
N our congregations,
homes and other places?
Will our media become a
source of enlightenment
and promaote

To survive and prosper

fives.

Dr Akmal Hussain & Dr Khalid Malik

That Pakistan 15 in a profound economic
and political crisis 15 no longer in dispute.
Most observers and economists are united in
that ng:nmn What ta do about it is less clear
The Chinese character for nsk 1s closely
related to opportunity, which is more accu-
rately defined as a *crucial point when some-
lh|115 beging 10 change’ o

Will it? We hope so. This article 18 more
about ‘what’ needs to change.

There are two distinet thoughts about the
CURTENT SCOnmmIe Crsis One aﬁjuﬁl now, sla-
bifize the economy and then restart the
srowth process. Let us call this the tradition-

view. This thinking underlines the IMF
programme: let the exchange rate be deter-
mined by market forces, curtail expenditures,
merease taxes and so on. Each time this lome
has been followed, the subsequent growth
spurt hits the foreion exchange barrier with
the u-1<leu-1+e=10frq1|ng_|_ew oft sector seen as
the hasic culprit Techmical discussions
abound about export subsidies being ineffi-
cient, and/or the need to revamp the export
sector, especially textiles )

The second approach, less successful of
late, 15 to rely on the largesse of friends --
China, UAE and Saudi Arabia. And, in earli-
er days, the USA. The thinking being thal the
country can scrape thmugh without major
structural changes in the Pakistan economy
or in the ahlll_l},- of the ruling elite to maintain
their global lifestyles

The government has tried hard to pursue a
mix of the two strategies. but it has become
abundantly clear that the IMF option is the
only option lefi 3
Wil that be enough? Will that lay the base
for future prosperity” Will that shift the econ-
omy and society in " putting people first'?

A quick review of successful development
experiences, including South Korea and
China. highlight some deeper more critical
factors than just macroeconomic issues of
balanced budgets and higher tax-to-GDP
ratios. These include: a determined long-term
policy pe:rstp-eml_ve singe development 15 zll
about transforming society and the economy,
enhancing capabilites, by investing in peo-
ple; and, by recogmzing that social policy is
as important as economic policy in this trans-
formation,

. Une, establish (and adequately fund) effec-
tive public education and health systems No

country, bar none, has succeeded in develop-
ing without a functioning public education
syslem

In a land with little socal protection, pur-
suing universal health coverage with a focus
on the poor is the right step to take now

There are structural and funding issues
which need to be urgently addressed tor both
subjects. Current income support pro-
grammes for instance not only need to be
substantially enhanced but have 1o be condi-
toned on enhancing capatilities

Twao, fix the agrncultural sector. First, tax
agricultural income, especially since almost
70 per cent of the land 15 in the hands of large
and medium farmers. _

Itisa mifﬂ'l {and hittle evidence) to argue
that large farms are more productive than
small farms. A cursory look at why Easi
Punjab has done so much better than West
Punjab shows that structural changes (land
reforms) and incentives {and more educated
next zeneration farmers) are at the heart of
the differences . _

If “‘putting people first” is our defining slo-
gan, then it is time to support small farmers
{defined as less than 7.5 acres) which form
T8 per cent of farmers and 32 per cent of total
Farm area. Start by reallocating state land to

oor farmers, with strong technical suppon

or seeds, fertilizer, and advice.

_Initiate and scale up a Rural Employment
Guarantee programme, enshrining the core
idea of employment as a basic nght. And
through this, provide a necessary injection of
purchasing power into the rural economy
especially for the landless and those affect
by the floads.

Three, restructure the export sector
Without getting into a long debate about sub-
sidies, set up a fve-year transition plan on a
subsidy draw-down, with an agreed structur-
al transition and diversification towards high
value added, knowledge intensive exports

But results are likely to take time.

Four, remittances; Imagine a Pakistan
economy without any remittances, The sys-
tem needs to adjust and organize befter
investment grade products for overseas
Pakistanis. Right now, the incentives are
mostly about investing in real estate,

Many innovations are possible Take the
example of Ethwpia, a non-oil producer,
which set up a $150 billion sovereign wealth
fund, seeking investment for state-owned
enterprises and assets as the povernmen
pushes ahead with its privatization initia-

Five, get rid of an _nEen capital account
Countries like China with 83 irillion reserves
ave not opened ther capital accounts. Why
has Pakistan kept the capital account open for
50 longT Open accounts limit domestic poli-
¢y autonomy and can deeply disrupt domes-
tlcfruductmn arrangements
comprehensive study about trade and
financial liberalization for the 2014 Global
Human Development Report concluded thai
‘opening up” benefits developing countnes
only when their human capabilities are high
Later studies have reconfirmed this essential
point. Even in the EL accession process, less
advanced countries like Romama  and
Bulgana have tnied to argue for selective cap-
ital controls ) )

T'here has been some talk in Pakistan about
4 one per cent economy. But a deeper con-
cern 15 about a Pakistani elite, which feels as
Eloha] as any, able to travel and co-exist in

K, US and Dubai spaces. Indeed, many
Pakistani business operators tend 1o have a
business base overseas as well, Even expern-
enced Pakistani ecomomists have tended to
consider western practices in looking at cur-
rent pelicies, rather than critically examining
what has worked in other developing coun-
tries and applving those lessons to Pakistan
For a 220 million country we aneg: to be
driven by the needs and values of a few mil-
lion people at the most. ) )

Six, fiscal space: It poes without saying
eliminate all the special SROs, and the asso-
ciated giveaways (unearmned incomes or
rents).  The last = MNational  Human
Development Report ( for Pakistan) estimated
an annual cost of 370 billion doflars in these
legal giveaways 1o the elites, which contrasts
with half that estimated amount for corrup-
tion. Just stop! .

Rethink the cemre-ﬁnrm'mce fiscal arrange-
ments, set ‘checkable' development stan-
dards for expenditures which may also mim-
mize political largesse, and require provinces
to raise their own tax revenues as matchin
funds It could well be, as has been argue
elsewhere, that these steps may not be
encugh and that a deeper fiscal surgery is
now required, There is falk of reducing non-
combat rilitary expenditures. What needs to
be kept in mind in this regard s that only the
government 1n consultation with the nation’s
military has the sovereign right to determine
the details regarding the financial operational
capability of its forces, Not the IMF

Inequality and
hunger

epinning on
Ha? 24,5 the
T R MR
Economic
Forum 15 gath-
ertng m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussin
the global tax system anﬁ
financial mnelusion
Thanks 1w protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
ghle to aveid the elephant
in the room. the surzing
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandenuc
As the Institute [or
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have. docu-
meanted over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
1¢, billionaire assets have
surmed while mallions lost
their lives and livelihoods
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eeople around the world
ave shd further into
poverly during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and -agriculture industry,
Orctam found that billion-
wires i that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
o
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, lnstitute for
Policy Studies, Owxfam,
and the Patriotic
Mlliomaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 30 million, and up
tor 5 percent for hillion-
aires.  could  penerate
upwards of $2 52 tnllion a
vear. That's encugh to lift
2.3 hillion people cul of
poverty, fund vacecines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care &nd social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries,

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong  statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality -and
speak out inm favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth axes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth s that
‘Davos” doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countiess
hours spent miking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little fangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“inti participants
acknowledee the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance”

The letter 15 sigmed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as 5$

orters of the In Tax We

rust moventent including
Abigail isnev, Maorris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer.
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in Mew York and Geneva,
and attended pro-tzxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (1PS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
syrged while millions lest
their lives and livelihoods.

A new Teport from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁecu]:r]e around the world

ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a  detailed
examination of the food
and apriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires n that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on  thar
wenlth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 543
million small-scale Farm-
ars.

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Imequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 mallion,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
vear. That's enough to hift
23 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world
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Indian lyricist Javed
AKkhtar to grace Faiz
Festival in Lahore

LAHORE Javed
Akhtar - the renowned
Indian poet and lyricist -
i5 set to attend the Faiz
Festival in  Lahore,
Pakistan, as India's head
delegate.

The seventh install-
ment of the festival will
offer over 60 free literary,
music, and art events to
the public from February
17 to 19

LUnlike previous vears,
all events will be free of
charge for the public, fol-
lowing criticism over the
high cost of tickets

The festival  will

include discussions, lec-
wres, theatre, dance per-
formances, qawwali, and
will host foreign dele-
ates  from the UK,
‘anada, USA, and India.

Among the foreign del-
egates, Javed Akhtar will
launch his new book and
participate in the
mushaira, 4 poetic sym-
osium, The Alhamra Arts
ouncil on Mall Road
and the surrounding
areas, including Canal
Road, are being prepared
for the three-day literary
festival All activities in
the festival will be free of

charge, except for a con-
Eerlﬁ}_\- Shalgal Amanal
Ali, which will cost Rs
3000 per ticket.The
event promises a vanety
of local personalities and
international performers,
such as Rizwan Wali
Muhammad, son of
Habib Wali Muhammad,
who  will  present  his
father’s as well as Faiz's
works, and a delegation
of gawwals from the fam-
ilv of Sabri Gharana from
the UK.The festival has
become a significant plat-
form for literary and cul-
tural exchange INP

Diamond hotspots
in Pakistan need
exploration: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Several

rock suites in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa [kF},
Gilgit-Baltistan ~ (GB),

and Balochistan  have
been assessed as high-
potential ones for dia-
mond exploration, said
Muhammad Yagqooh
Shah, Principal Geo-sci-
entist at the Islamabad-
based Global Mining
Company.

Discussing the pres-
ence of diamonds in the
earthen vaults of Pakistan
with WealthPK, he said in
modern times, diamond
mining was operational
from every possible tar-
fel

He said diamond was
mined from unconven-
tional  diamondiferous
host rocks. Geologically
established genetic mod-
els and extensive
field/laboratory observa-
tions strongly indicate
diamond formations in
Pakistan, he added

“Diamondiferous
source mantle rocks may
accur in Jijal complex
rock suite. It is rich in
garnet and  pyroxene
ZOnes containing rare car-
bonate minerals with con-
fents of titanium, nickel,
chromium, and hematite
ranging between 2763-
OR&6 ({:rn, |6-62 ppm,
I-J-I(!:I ppm, and [0.90-
15.20% respectively,

About 26 samples
analysed from this area
endorsed these findings
In the same area, ultra-
mafic rocks are found
belonging to  Tethvan
lower CF!.I‘:".-LIF]}ET mantle
with units of pods and
lenses of harzburgite,
dunite, peridotites, and
websterite  containing
chromium rich spinel in
the olivine-rich rocks.™

Within the ultramafic
rock units of Chilas com-
plex, a sound genetic
model of diamondiferous
rocks exists, ie olivine-
orthopyroxene  dominant
rocks containing thin lay-
ers, streaks, and lenses of
chromium spinel along
with ilmenite and mag-
netite {a_clear indicator
mineral for the presence
of diamondiferous rocks)

Continuing the discus-
sion, Yagoob said around
the globe, at least 20
exhumed ultra-high-pres-
sure terrains were found
to contain
diamonds/coesite In
these terrains with clear
continental crust, some
typical mineral assem-
blages are found in eclog-
ite rocks with dominant
magnesium but chrome-
poar garnet and
aomphacite. This type of

area is

L‘C]U%It(:‘-htﬂrin
found in Kaghan. Here

l|1E-'}' OCCuUr as Coarse-

grained massive bodies,
enses, and thin layers
These rocks have a min-
eral  assemblage of
pyrope garnet, clinopy-
roxene. coesite, phengite,
rutile, amphibole, epi-
dote, ilmenite, and kyan-
ite with minor zircon,
Eclogite rocks are unigue,
as durning their travel o
the earth’s crust, they
underzo all environments
necessary  for diamond
formations.

Recent research shows
that diameonds are found
in  ultramafic lampro-
phyres (rare potash-rich
magmatc rocks, some of
which have the interime-
diary chemical composi-
tion of alkaline silicate
and carbonatites). These
rocks are nommally found
as dykes, almost showing
a complete range between
carbonatites and silica-
under-saturated alkaline
rocks. This type of rock
suite 15 comprised of
strong diasmond indicator
minerals, i1.e  chrome
enstatite, pyrope, and
chrome d]ipsm& which
are strong diamond indi-
cation minerals. This
shows that they have
traveled through the “dia-
mond zone” from the
upper mental depths to
the upper crustal regions

Lamprophyres are
exposed. [IN]

Caption Managing Director Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal,

Amir Fida Paracha talking to a beneficiary during a " Khuli Kachehri",
held o resolve the matters of poor people, in PBM Head office.

Pakistan strongly
condemns Indian negative

actions, human rights
violations in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Office
Spokesperson  Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch has staed

that human rights viola-
tions in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
kashmir continue unabat-
ed, Pakistan continues to
raise concemns about the
situation and calls for just
and peaceful settlement
of the dispute in accor-
dance with the UN
Security Council
Resolutions.
Responding 1o ques-
tions at her weekly news
briefing in Islamabad on
Thursd&a}'. Foreign Office
Spokesperson sad these
raids are reprisals of
BBEC's documentary on
Gujrat massacre of 2002
and India's illegal and
unilateral steps in
Iegally Oecupied
Jammu and Kashmir on

August Sth, 2019
The Spokesperson said
Forengn Mimster Bilowal
Bhutto Zardan is travel-
ling to Germany today 1o

attend  the ~ Munich
Security Conference. He
will then travel to

Lithuania where he will
sign Moll on the estab-
lishment of bilateral
political consultations

In the last leg of his
tour, the Foreign Minister
will visit Hungary from
21st o 22nd of this
month and will deliberate
upon the entire spectrum
of hilateral relations and
exchange views on
regional and international
issues, He will also sign
two Molls on bilateral
cooperation between
diplomatic academies and
another on sports and
education between the
two countries.

The Spokesperson sad
second round of Pakistan-
US mud-level Defence
Dialogue 15 underway n
Washington to discuss a
range of issues including
defence and security
cooperation in the broad-
er regional and global
context,

The Pakistam delega-
tion in the diglogue is Ted
by Chief of General Staff
Lieutenant General
Muhammad Saced while
the US side is led by US
Acting Assistant
Secretary of Defence for
Inde PFacific Security
Affairs Dr. Elv Ratneu.

Mumtazr Fahra Baloch

announced that
Counselor of the US
Department  of  State

Derek Chollet 1s travel-
ling to Pakistan from
today on a three-day visit
with an interagency. INP

e

argemt I
ol

demise of Late Lia Mohivuddin, at his residence.

AIR CHIEF AWARDS HI (M) TO DG
BOMETEC ON BEHALF OF
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN

On behalf of Government of
Pakistan, Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu,
Chief of the Air Stafl, Pakistan
Arr Force conferred Hilal-i-
Imtiaz (Military) upon General
Fan Juanjun, Director General
Bureau of Militarv Equipment
Technical Cooperation (BOME-
TEC), People’s Republic of
China, during his wvisit to Air
Headquarters, Islamabad today.
The award was conferred in
recognition of his wholehearted
efforts in enhancing bilateral
military relations and the pivotal
role played by General Fan in
PAF's capability enhancement
thus ensunng regonal balance
of power

he visiting digmtary called
on the Air Chief in s office
Dunng the meeting several key
areas of mutual nterest along
with  remonal  developments

were discussed. Chief of the Air
Staff shared broad contours of
his vision and PAF's modermiza-
tion drive to lurther augment
current operational capability
necessitaled in contemporary
warfare especiallv in Artificial
Intelligence, Cvber and Space
domains. He also briefed the vis-
iting dignitary about various
ongoing  projects for PAF's
Operational Construct in line
with the emerging trends,
The.f'u.irC'hlet’ﬂsohigh]ighted
that both the countries eyu}' his-
toric and unprecedented strate-
me partnership and reiterated his
resolve to Further enhance the
existing bilateral ties in malitary
to military cooperation and
trasming domains between PAF
and PLAAF. CAS further smd,
"Pakistan  wvalues ils strong
diplomatic, economic, defence
:'e‘alinn::lup and time-tested

Trgae =

KARACHI: President Dr. Arif Alvi offering condolences and Fateha over the sa

friendship with China which are
based on convergence on all
important  issues relating o
regional peace, security and sta-
hlﬁly” e Aar Chiel” also laud-
ed the cooperation oflered by
China as [Pakistan’s strategic
partmer in the realization of an
independent technolooy-driven
PAF and its innovative plans

General Fan Jianjun thanked
the Air Chief and the
Government of Pakistan on
being awarded with Hilal-i-
Imtiaz {Military) and hoped that
cooperation between the Air
Forces of the two countries will
continue to expand in future
The visiting dignitary  praised
the professionalism of PAF per-
sonnel and the exceptional
progress made by PAF over the
vears, especially through indige-
mzation. General Fan appreciat-
ed the CAS PR

IHC reserves verdict on Sheikh
Rashid's bail plea in Zardari

ISLAMABAD The
Islamabad High Court (THC) on
Thursday reserved a verdict on a

etition filed by Awami Muslim

eague (AML) chief Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed seeking post-
arrest bail in a case pertaining to
murder plot allegations against
former — president Asif” Al
Fardan

Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani
reserved the verdict after hear-
ing arguments from Barrister
Salman Akram Raja, the counsel
for the former inferor minister,
and  lslamabad  Advocate
General Jahangir Khan Jadoon
in the case

Mr Raja said his client gave a

remarks case

statement that was broadcast on
news channels, adding that there
was no evidence that Sheikh
Rashid’s statement caused con-
frontation between the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
The government lawver said
the AML- chief was a senior
lawyer and he should exercise
extra caution while giving stale-
ments. He said Sheikh Rashid
ublicly abused Asif Zardan and
is son Bilawal Bhutto Zardan,
At which, Mr Raja contended
that the advocate general was
giving irrelevant arguments.
Aninvestigation officer in the
case told the court that he

One killed,
injured in Jaffar
Express explosion

CHICHAWATNI:

from Quetta to Peshawar,

According to media reports, the explosion in the
train took place as soon as it left Mian Chanu and
the passengers in the train kept pulling the emer-

gency chain but the staff di

Rescue 1122 and the police reached the spot and
started the investigation as the nature of the explo-
ston was still umdentified. The deceased and imjured
were shifted to a nearby hospital.

Punjab caretaker Chief Minister Mohsin MNagvi
took notice of the incident and sought a report from
the Inspector General of Punjab Police while order-
ing an investigation into the incident
directed the Commussioner, the RPO. the Deputy
Commissioner and the DPO of Sahiwal to reach the
spot immediately and provide the best possible
treatment facilities to the injured. INP

One woman was killed and
three others were injured as a result of an explosion
which took place in the Jaffar Express near
Chichawatni on Thursday, ?The train was going

three

not pay attention

The CM

Pakistan slips to 7th
place in cotton-produc-
ing countries list

ISLAMABAD: In the list of countries producing
the most cotton globally, Pakistan has dropped
from fourth to seventh place, according to the

Pakistan

Cotton Ginners Forum, as a result of the unprece- LEAD

dented and catastrophic floods which submerged

the cotton ¢ rops

Chairman Cotton Ginners Forum Ehsan-ul-Hag
said on Thursday that the main reason for this is
the record cultivation of sugarcane in cotton
zones. He also added that adverse weather condi-
tions have caused an unusual decline i cotllon

production

However, domestically, the price of cotton has
remained stable. The cost of cotton has decreased
by 1500 rupees per maund across the country and || 1.
now it costs Rs20,500 in the country instead of

22 000 rupees.

Likewise, cotton prices were also reduced and
remained in the international market

Furthermore, Pakistan is predicied to generate
50 million bales this year, the lowest output vol-

ume in histery. INP

ISLAMABAD:The
launch of a digital knowl-
edge hub recently will go
a long way in" helping

Sustainable Developmen
Coals (5DGs)

S.#  NAMEOF WORK/SCHEME
ESTABLISHMENT OF DDAC IN 30 DISTRICTS OF BALOCHISTAN
(POLICE/HOME DEPARTMENT (PHASE-1) (DISTRICT NUSHKI)
PSDP No: 2505 220210847 TSE-222302248153

obtained details of Sheikh
Rashid’s statement from the
Pakistan  Electronic  Media

Regulatory  Authority  (Pemra),
adding that the former intenor
minister said he received infor-
mation about murder plot allega-
tions against Asif Zardari from
PT1 Chairman Imran Khan He
said the AML chiel could not
provide evidence regarding the
allegations. The advocate gener-
al said if Sheikh Rashid submit
an undertaking of not repeating
the crime, the court could decide
on his bail pleaOn Feb 10, Mr
Ahmed had filed a bail plea in
the high court after a judicial
magistrate INP

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Pﬂ‘-‘tl:t}' Alleviation and Social
Safety Faisal Karim Kundi addressing a press conference.

39 dead in
Panama
migrant bus

crash

PANAMA CITY: At least 39
pecple, most of them undocument-
ed LS-bound migrants who had
just survived a perilous jungle
crossing, died i a bus erash in
Pa_:':llarna carly Wednesday, officials
said.

Panama's Mational Migration
Service said the injured, including
children, were being treated at var-
ious hospitals and clinics, without
saying how many there were,

The latest death toll, it added,
was based on "preliminary infor-
maftion."

The bus had "o6 passengers on
board™ when 1t plunged down a
ravine and hit a minibus some 44
kilometers {250 miles) west of the
capital Panama City, the press
statement said

The bus was transporling
migrants who had crossed the
Darien Gap — an inhospitable jun-
gle area bordenng Colombia -- and
were moving westward toward
Costa Rica from where they aimed
to continue their journey through
Central America and Mexico, and
ultimately to the United States

The bus was on its way 1o a hos-
tel in Gualaca near the Costa Rica
border, where the passengers were
to have rested before continuing
their journey.

Local media said the crash hap-
ened as the driver was tuming the
ulls. around after missing thelei-

1e

The nationalities of the occu-
nants has not been revealed but

uba's foreign minister Bruno
Rodrguez said on Twitter that
Cubans were among the dead INP

AC bars NAB
from arresting

Usman Buzdar
in assets case

LAHORE An  accountability
court {M"e has barred the Mational
Accountabality Bureau (NAB)
from arresting Tormer chiel minis-
ter Punjab Usman Buzdar in assets
bevond means case, ARY News
reported on Thursday.

As per details, the court, after
hearing arguments of the counsel,
granted interim bail to former
chief minister Punjab till February
27 and restrained the bureau from
his arrest

Usman Buzdar’s counsel told
the court that the NAB first said
his arrest is not needed but now
gent a notice. The court ordered
Buzdar to submit two surety bonds
of Rs500,000 for availing the relief
of the bail Earlier, the Mational
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
denied that it 15 inquirting TNP

Launch of digital
knowledge hub to

accelerate progress on

SDGs: WealthPK

Advocacy

sation of
attain  Pakistan, a
and the

{Local

The office of the Executive Engineer (Building) CWPP&H Department District Mushki invites bids of
Confractorsfirms (Single Stage-Single Envelope) for below mantioned work .All inleresied bidders are
required to submis documents as per fiollowing briefs in support of their sealed tender based on composite
schedule of rales 2018, Government of Baluchistan amended up to dale from inferesied conlraciors /
Firms for the work:- EarmestMoney 2%, Tender Fee Rs. 1000/-

Empowerment,

Development) for locali-
SDGs  in

European
Umon-funded imtiative,
MNational
Parliamentary Task Foroe

on_ SDGs launched the
“Digital SDG Knowledgze
Hub" Talking about the
initiative, Romina
Khursheed Alam, the
taskforce convener, told
WealthPK that the digital
knowledge INP

and

EICOST
23,468 Million

Decarbonisation the way forward for

Pakistan’s cement industry

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan's cement indus-
try. despite being a signif-
icant contributor to the
carbon footpring, has the
potential 1o spearhead the
effort to curb emissions
and transition towards a
low-carbon economy if it
gets ample support and
imcentives from the dgm-‘-
emment, experts sai

Ubaidur Rehman Zia,
Senior Research
Economist at Sustainable

Development Palicy
Institute  (SDPL), said
while talking o

WealthPK that decarboni-
sation is  crucial to
achieving  Sustainable

Development Goal 7,

He said the industrial
sector in Pakistan holds a
significant Lresﬁjenmb]h_t}'
in terms of carbon emis-
sions, contributing a stag-
gering 32% to the total
232 Mt CO2 emissions
from the enemzy sector
He added that ﬁ-'le manu-
factuning of construction
materials, such as cement
and bricks, exacerbates
the problem, accounting
for 5070 of total emis-
sions from the industrial
sector

The researcher men-
tioned that coal remains a
major contributor
(531.4%) to energy comn-

sumption in the industrial
sector. He added that this
trend has been on the rise,
with the annual com-
pound growth rate of coal
consumption i the
industry exceeding 20%
since 2016, )
“The cement sector in
Pakistan accounts for
almost 30% of the coal
used in the industrial sec-

tor,” he pointed out.
Ubaid further stated
that according to the

MNational Determined
Contributions (NDCs) of
Pakistan (climate action
plan), the country has set
a goal of limiting emis-
sions by 50% by 2030,

bidders can oblan the

and added that there iz a
potential for a 9% reduc-
tion in emissions in the
industrial sector
However, he said, the
challenge remains {0
reach net-zero emissions
by 2050, especially for
the cement sector, which
needs to reduce ils emis-
sions by 53% by 2030
Saleha Qureshi, energy
expert at the SDPIL, told
WealthPK that the indus-
trial sector is a vital part
of modern economies;
however, it also con-
tributes significantly 1o
global emissions, with
major industries  like
cement, concrete, iron

and steel, oil and gas,
chemicals, and mining
collectively responsible
for 80% of industrial
emissions, She said that
in Pakistan, these emis-
sions make up 6.5% of
the country's total CO2
emissions Saleha  said
that despite its crucial
role in the economy, the
low carbon transition in
the cement sector in
Pakistan faces challenges
due to limited fiscal
space and investment
owever, she added that
this presents an opporiu-
nity to address the emis-
gions issue and drve the
country towards [P

submission

-
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The procurement shall be camied oul in accordance with Baluchistan Public Procurement Regulatary,
Rules 2014.and Pakistan Enginearing Council By-Laws Basic Eligibility:- i) The Contractors have valid
registration with Pakistan Engineering Council renewad up to 2023 in relevant Catagary & code C-5 or
above in relevant discipline registration with tax authonties i.e, (NTM.BRA and Sales Tax Departments
Certificales) where applicable. Tern over of last three
~Single Envelop bidding Procedure will be adopted. BIDDING | TENDER DOCUMENTE: Issuance: The
document from the address mentioned above on production of green
Chaltan form for an amount of Rs. 1000/= (Non-refundable) for work deposited in the head of account C-
02716 Civil work through Govt TreasuryMational Bank of Pakistan or can be downloaded from the
website of BPFRA (wwe.bppra.gob.pk),during working hour, from the date of publication of this invitation
in newspapens tll one day prior 1o the last date of submission, The contraciars/Firms whao oblain bidding
documents by downioading them from BPPRAwebsite will slso be required to procedure deposited green
Chaltan from of above menfioned Fee. The bids must accompanied by bid security in Bid for work in the
farm of call deposit of amount specified above in the office name of the under signed from a scheduled
bank. No any Bank Drafls & Bank Chegue will be acceptable. Deadline of Submission: Sealed bids
compiete in all respect in @ single envelope clearly marked with Work title & type of proposal must be
delivered by hand or through registered mail o the address mentioned below on or before 6" March |
2023 at 12:00 Hours, No any proposal will be accepted after mentioned date and time. Opening: The
anvelope containing Bid” will be opened on the same day at 01:00 Hours bafore procurement cormmities
in the presence of bidders or their authorized representatives who choose fo altend. Place of issuance,

isgion inquines and opening will be - Address:- Executive Engineen{Buikdngs) PP&H Depariment
District Nushki .Phone 0825-872689 OR E-mai Address_xeng Districinushki@gmail com Bids A
Minaty (90] days Terms & Conditions:-Term and condition are mentioned (incorparated)in detal in
bidding documents. And procurement Agency may cancel the bidding process at any time prior to the
acceptance of bid of proposal, as perprovisionof BPFRAulas, 2014,

w @dpr_gob

years Method of Procurement:-Single Siage

Vabdity:

balochistan
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Govt taking decisions inevitable for saving
Pakistan from default: Faisal Kundi

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety wath the sta-
tus of Mimster of State Faisal Karim Kundi on Thursday said the coalition government had taken difficult deci-
sions to save the country's economy from default, ; :

Addressing a presser, the SAPM said the coalition government was fully cognizant of the sufferings of the peo-
ple at the hands of inflation and was committed to facilitating them

He said the country was facing potent economic challenges due to the ineffective

licies of the previous gov-

emment, which made an agreement with the International Monetary Fund {IMF} with endorsement from the par-

[iament

"The nation knows who is responsible for the current economic crisis in the country”, he said,

Imran Khan's government plaved havoe with the country and its economy by taking harmful decisions,

"We are accountable to the masses and want lugr{mdc‘ every possible relief to them as we have to contest the
I

election but such decisions were inevitable for ad

ressing the prevailing economic crisis”, he said

Criticizing Imran Khan's claims of a foreign conspiracy against him, Faisal Kundi said the PT1 chairman

I

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif reaches Turkiye on an official visit to express solidar-
ity with the earthquake victims. Senior officials of the Turkish Government and Pakistan's
Ambassador to Turkive received the Prime Minister upon his arrival in Ankara.

Shahid Khaqgan Abbasi
meets Maryam Nawaz
in Lahore

Pakistan stands
with Turkish

brethren during

testing times: Dar

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for
Finance and HRevenue Senator
Mohammad [shaq Dar made a tele-

hone call to Dr. Mureddin MNebati,
linister for Fimance and Treasury,
Republic of Turkive, and offered his
heartfelt condolences and sympathies
on human and material losses in the
deadly earthquake in Turkive and
extended all out retief support in this
difficull time

He further expressed the resolve of
the Government and its people 1o
stand with their Turkish brothers and
sisters during these testing times

D Nurccﬁlin Mebati, Minister for
Finance and Treasury, Republic of
Turkive expressed gratitude to
Finance Minister lshaq Dar and
admired Gowvl of Pakistan for sending
immediate relief aid and necessary
help for the earthquake victims inm
need of hour. He further stated that in
their Cabinet meeting  Turkish
President greatly appreciated the sup-
port which Pakistan has been extend-
ing for the earthquake victims. INP

CDA
accelerates anti-
encroachment

operations

[SLAMABAD: The Capital
Development Authonity (CDA) has
accelerated its anti-encroachment
operations across the Federal Capital.

According to details, the second
massive operation was conducted in
Federal Capital seclor F-6/4, where
the representatives of the Minisiry of
Works and the CDA anth-encroach-
ment stafl, in a joinl operation has
demolished encroachments ouwtside
government residences using heavy
machinery to clear dozens of sheds,
garages, removed fences, addinonal
wte and boundary walls and handed
over the government land.

Where machinery access was not
possible, regular grinders and genera-
tors were arranged and removed
encroachments with the help of
grinders )

Authority also conducted operation
against encroachments in the area of
Saniyadi village, the anti-encroach-
meni leam deploved there ook timely
action and demolished the under-con-
struction  house  and  foiled the
encroachment attempt. In Jaba Teli
area, two walls and a water tank were
demolished and the attempt to ocoupy
was foiled

Operation also launched in Khanna
Bridge area where the sellers often
came to the road and Khanna Loop,
which blocked the road, the anti-
encroachment staff took full action
and confiscated one truckload of
goods.Earlier, CDA  Chairman

apt.(retd.) Noor-ul-Amin Mengal in
a meeting directed the officers toearly
complete the ongoing developmen
project, He stncily directed 1o remove
encroachments in the way of ﬂngqﬁuﬁ
development projects, especially 11
Road, Behara Kahu Project. 1lth
Avenue  along with clean and pure
water delivery INP

Pakistan slips to
7th place in
cotton-producing
countries list

ISLAMABAD: In the list of coun-
tries producing the most cotton global-
Iy. Pakistan has dropped from Tourlh
o seventh place, according 1o the
Cotton Ginners Forum, as a result of
the unprecedented and catastrophic
floods which submerged the cotton
crops

hairman Cotton Ginners Forum
Ehsan-ul-Hag said on Thursday that
the main reason for this is the record
cultivation of sugarcane in cotton
zones, He also added that adverse
weather conditions have caused an
unusual decline in cotton production

However, domestically, the price of
cotton has remained stable The cost
of cotton has decreased by 1500
rupeas per maund gcross the country
and mow 1L costs Rs20,500 1 the coun-
try instead of 22,000 rupees Likewise,
cotton prices were also reduced and
remained in the intemational market
Furthermore, Pakistan is predicted to
wenerate 50 million bales this yvear, the
fowest output volume in history. INP

LAHORE: Pakistan Mushm
League-Mawaz (PML-N} senior
leader and former prime minister
Shahid Khagan Abbasi  on
Thursday met with the party’s
Semor Vice-President and Chief
Oreaniser Marvam MNawaz in
Lahore.

Matters pertaining to the orga-
nizational structure of the party
and overall political siteation
came under discussion during the
meeting between two leaders

The mecting was held at the
arty’s central secrelariat in

lodel Town.

The meeting came after
rumours started making rounds on
social media that Abbasi was quit-
ting the PML-N and setting up a
new party since he resigned from
the party’s key post soon after
Maryam's election as the senior
vice-president and chief organis-
er

In an interview to a private
news channel last weck, Abbasi
made it clear that hs leader 1s

Mawaz Sharil and if Marvam
Nawaz elevated to the PML-N's
top office, he will consider
remaining in the party’s fold or
not

“I was named the semor vice
wesident of the PML-M when
Shehbaz Shanf was arrested 1n
year 2019." Shahid Khagan said
“When Marvam was given the
leadership position and elevated
to the '[:“I1l~e:1L Oruanizer’s position,
| had tendered my resignation at
that time from the party office to
the PML-N president.” he said, “1
could not work further on the
party ‘s office, | told.”

“I have long-time relations and
friendship with Mawaz Shanf, he
i5 my leader, and this relation
could not. be bonded wath
Maryam,” Shahid Khagan saad

Responding a guestion to jon
another pary with a straightfor-
ward “MNo' he said if he had to quit
the PML-N he will return to his
home as *1 have no other home
except 17, [NP

Imran Khan appoints
Aftab Siddiqui as PTI
Karachi president

LAHORE Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI} ¢hair-
man [mran Khan has appoint-
ed former MNA  Aftab
Siddigui as the new Karachi
chapter president

The former prime minister
Imran Khan ammounced the
decision while chairing the
PTI Karachi chapter leader-
ship meeting ahead of by-polls
on mne Karachi NA seats
scheduled for March 16

Imran khan removed
Karachi President Bilal
Ghaffar and appointed him as
a member of the economic
team of the party.

Furthermore, The PTI chief
also nominated Khurram Sher
Zaman as a member of the

Central Executive Committee,

The development came after
PTI1 suffered defeat in Karachi
local sovernment elections
held in January this yvear

It 15 pertinent to mention
here that by-elections will be
held in nine constituencies of
karacht on March 16.

The nme constituencics
where by-polls are scheduled
melude; NA-241  Korang
Karachi-11l; NA-242 Karachi
East-1; NA-243 Karachi East-
[1; MNA-244 Karachi East-I11;
NA-247 Karachi South-11:
NA-230 Karachi  West-111;
NA-252 karachi West-V, NA-
234 Karachi Central-11; and
MNA-256  karachi  Central-
VINP

Rhodium Residency
launching ceremony held
in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: The launching
ceremaony of Rhodium Residency
was held at a private five-star
hotel in Islamabad, in which
President's wife Samina Alvi was
the chief guest

Besides the High
Commissioners of Great Britain
and Australia along with the
Ambassador of MNigeria, Sardar
Yasir Tlyvas, CEOQ (Sardar Group},
Senator Talha Mehmood, Dr
Babar Awan, Chaudhry Naseer,
Chairman CDA and
Commissioner Rawalpindi also
participated in the function and
were Impressed by the project
e_qquEd with modern facilities
like Rhodium Residency

Speaking at the ceremony, Yasif
llyas, CECY of Sardar Group, said
“We have to come out of despair
and find investment opportunities
in our beloved country, we were
born here and will serve cur moth-

tic use.

er, which is our motto

The CEOQ of Pothohar Group,
Sahil Naseer Chaudhry during his
address said that those who invest-
ed in Pakistan eamed respect and
fame a]un%wlrh maney

The CEOQ of Jamal Steel
Builders -and Chief Architect
Shahid Khan also addressed the
audience on this occcasion

Prominent  businessmen  n
Rhodium Consortium, Chagedhiry
Maseer, Haroon Naseer, Sahil
MNaseer (Chairman of Potohar
Group), Chavdhry Junaid Afzal
and Honorable Sardar Yasir llyas
and Dr Rashid lyas of {Sardar
Ciroup), (Fazal Steel) Aziz and
Ayaz Aziz were also participated
i the launching ceremony

At the end of the ceremony
Rahat Fateh Al Khan, the coun-
try's leading singer, performed the
magic of s voice and received a
standing ovation, [NP

ISLA H;IAHAD: (ld gypsy women on the way carryving dry branches of tree for domes-

brought defamation to the country at the international level by his "conspiracy theory” which shifted from the
United States to "Rawalpindi”_ ) i B )
"He (Imran) is claiming that it was not the conspiracy of United States, but some other forces were behind that",

he remarked

The SAPM highlighted that the present government was still facing challenges of reconstruction of houses for
those affected by the floods especially in Sindh, Balochistan, southern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Punjab

Commenting on the Jail Bharo Tehreek (fill the prison movement), Faisal Kundi said the persen who was talk-
ing of the movement was himsell sacred of appearing before the court. Addressing a presser, the SAPM sand the
coalition government was fully cognizant of the sufferings of the people at the hands of inflation and was com-

mitted to facilitating them,

He said the country was facing potent economic challenges due to the ineffective

licies of the previous gov-

emment, which made an agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) with endorsement from the par-

Kaira highlights
Pakistan’s continuous
support to Kashmir cause

liament [NP

ISLAMABAD. Adviser 1o the Prime Minisler on
Kashmur Affairs and Gilgi-Baltistan Qamar Zama
Kaira has highlighted the continuous support which
Pakistani nation and governmenl have been extending
tor the people of Jammu and Kashmir in their freedom

strugele

According to Kashmir Media Service, Qamar Zama
Kaira was addressing a seminar “Commemorating
Solidarity with Kashmiris” orgamzed by Youth Forum
for Kashmir (YFK), in collaboration with Ighal
International Institute for Research and Dialogue and
Departments of Politics, International Relations and
Lirdu at International Islamic University Islamabad

(TTUTY, today

He reiterated that the efforts wall continue in the
future as well. He smd, the Kashmir dispute is alive due
to the sacrnfices of Kashmin peo

Former Ambassador Abdul
semninar said it is an era of consistent soft diplomacy
backed by strategy. It is a prime time for
youth to do research about the Kashmir dispute and
counter the Indian arguments, he added.

All Parties Hurriyat Conference Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Azad Jammu and Kashmir chapter leader
Sheikh Abdul Mateen on the occasion said the people
in Indian iflegally occupied Jammu have been facing
the Indian brutalities for last over seven decades )

Vice President of U1 Prof Dr Nabi Bux Jumani
maintained that the university will continue to focus on

AC bars NARB
from arresting
L'sman Buzdar in
assets case

LAFORE, An account-
ability court (AC) has
barred the MNational
Accountability Bureau
{NAB) from arresting for-
mer chief minister Punjab
Usman Buzdar in assels
beyvond means case on
Thursday ]

As per details, the
court, after hearing argl-
ments of the counsel
cranted interim bail to
ormer  chief  minister
Punjab fill February 27
and restrained the bureau
from his arrest

Usman Buzdar's coun-
sel told the court that the
MAB first said his armest
is not needed but now
zent a notice

The court ordered
Buzdar to submit two
surety bonds of
Rs500,000 for availing
the relief of the bail.

Earlier, the Mational
Accountability  Bureau
{(NAB) denied that it is
inguiring  into assels
beyond means  charges
geainst former chief min-
ister Buzdar
It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the NAB
Executive Board
approved the recommen-
dation of NAB Lahore to
launch an investigation
against Buzdar in assets
hevond the means TNP

Accountability
court returns
reference
against Nawaz
Sharif in plot
allotment case to
NAB

ISLAMABAD: In a
significant development,
an accountability court on
Thursday returned the ref-
erence  against former

rime minister Nawaz

Sharifand several others
in the plot allotment case
(03] the Mational
Accountability  Bureau
(NAB}

The reference had been
refurned by the court in
accordance with changes
made 10 NAB laws

The case against Shanf
and others relates to alle-
gations of corruption and
iflegal allotment of land
during his tenure as prime
minister However, the ref-
erence had been held u
due to changes in NA
laws that had been made
by the incumbent coali-
tion  government Mawaz
.‘iharif who has been liv-
ing in exile in London
singe 2019, had been
declared an absconder in
the case after failing 1o
appear belore the
court. His supporters

claimed  that the case
against him was‘pollllcal-
Iy motivated. [N

b

IS5LIGS

highlighting the national, regional and international

Executive Director of YFK Zaman Bajwa briefly
described that the Indian atrocities in TTOJK ranging
from rape to fake encounters and custodial killings

demand humanitarian atlention from youth and inter-

ity

national cormmunity

Dr Kamran Kazmi and Prol’ Dr Muhammad Khan
also expressed their views saying it 15 high time o
enable Pakistam youth to become & source of commu-
nicating the Kashmir cause to the international comi-

According to Kashmir Media Servige, Qamar Zama

Kaira was addressing a semingr “Commemorating

le.
E-a:s'n addressing the

akistani

Solidanty with Kashmins™ orgamzed by Youth Forum
for Kashmir (YFK), in t:ir_ﬁ'

Imternaticnal Institute for Research and Dialogue and
Departments of Politics, International Relations and
Urdu at Intemnational Islamic University [slamabad
(L), today
ue in the future as well. He said. the Kashmir dispute is
alive due to the sacrifices of Kashmiri people. Former
Ambassador Abdul Basit addressing the seminar said it
is an era of consistent soft diplomacy backed by strat-
egy. It is a pnme time for Pakistani youth to do
research about the Kashmir dispute and counter the
Indian arguments, he added All Parties Hurrivat
Conference Azad lammu and Kashmir Azad Jammu
and Kashmir chapter INP

laboration with lgbal

He reiterated that the efforts will contin-

IHC grants bail to Sheikh
Rasheed in criminal
conspiracy case

ISLAMABAD; The Islamabad High
Court (THCY granted bail petinon of For-
mer federal minister Sheikh Rasheed in
a case of levelling allegations against
former president Asif Al Zardar on
Thursday

A high court bench comprised of
Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani ordered
release of  Awami Mushim  League
{AML) chief Sheikh Rasheed over Rs 50
thousand bail deposit.

He was arrested from his Rawalpindi
residence in the early hours of Thursday
Feb 02 and was on judicial remand in
jail over a case of levelling allegations
against former president Asit Ali Zardari
of hatching a “murder plot” for Imran
Khan Rasheed had moved THC 10 seek
bail after a distnct and sessions court

1'TNE

KARACHI:

Minister of State for Ener

rejected his bail petition

In his pention, Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmad argued that he waz arrested over
his remarks against PPP co-Chairman
Asif Al Zardan, but the former presi-
dent has not filed any complaint against
him He termed the case registered
against him as “political victimization.

AML chief Sheikh Rasheed was
booked wnder three sections 1208
(criminal conspiracy), 1533A (promoting
enmity between different groups), an
505 (statements conducing to public
mischief) In the FIR, complainant PPP
divisional president stated lthat the AML
chief tried to badmaouth a former presi-
dent and cause a “permanent danzer” to
the  PPP  co-chairman  an his
family. With his provocatory INP

' Dr, Musadig Malik in a Group

Photngragh during the concluding session of 6th Edition of the Future Summit

Nutshell Conferences,

Educational Leadership
vital for national

building:

LAHORE:  The education] sts
expressed their views that Education
Leadership is vital for best planning to
achieve the educational goal for nation-
al development and to laid the founda-
non of educational svstem based on
modern standards and to meet the
demands of international market.

They stated this in a seminar title
"Educational Leadership and
Sustainability”  organized by the
University of Education on Thursday
here i Lahore On  this occasion,
President UE Toastmasters Dr. Humaira
Irfan gave 4 briefing to the participants
regarding Toastmasters and objectives
of the said seminar ]

Addressing the seminar, Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha sad
that no country or society can develop
without the promaotion of education and
the most important thing for the promo-
tion of education is its best planning,
under which the goals and objectives of
education should be decided and headed
in this direction under the educational

Speakers

leadershn

He said that education is not only the
name of teaching, but 1t gives a person
the consciousness of living life and cre-
ates a sense of the goals and duties of
life, through education a nation can pass
on its cultural, mental and intellectual
heritaze to future generations

While addressing the seminar chief
suest Dr Asif Raza said that education
i5 the foundation on which the building
of any country or nation s built. And to
make aducation a strong foundation, we
need qualified educational |eadership
~The Chair of Education for
Sustainable Development UNESCO and
Professor of York University Canada Dr.
Charles Hopkins, also expressed his
view on the role of educational leader-
ship in the management of educaticnal
development Former VO Sargodha
University Dr Riaz ul Hag Tang and
former VO University of Eﬂucation Dr.
Munawar Sultana Mirza also expressed
their views on leadership building in
education sector of Pakistan INP

International Steels sees
massive profit decline in
1HFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Gross  profit of
International  Steels. Limited dropped
59% durnng the first half {Jul\'—l'}ccﬂ of
the fiscal vear 2022-23 (1HFY23) com-
pared to the corresponding period of the
previous fiscal, reports WealthPR

International Steels Limted (ISL) 15
listed on the Pakistan Stock Exchange
with the symbol of TSL m the enmineer-
ing sector. With a market cap of Rs18.2
billion, ISL is the larcest company in
engmeering sector in Pakisian

Established in 2007, [SL is currently
Pakistan's biggest manulaciurer of fal
steel. ISL also exports its products (o
more than 20 countries, and 15 recog-
nised as the laroest exporter of flat steel

ISL reported a pross profit of Rs2 9
billion in THFY23, which was 59% less
than Rs7.2 billion reported in the same
period of FY2215L zemi-annual rev-
enues dropped by 22% as the company
registered the sales of Rs33 billion in
IHFY 23 compared to the sales value of
Rs43 billion in 1THFY22

ISL saw a massive net profit decline
of Rs4. 1 billion as it plunged from Rsd.2
Wllion i THFY22 to Rse0 million in
IHFY 23

ISL made a net profit ratio of only
0.18% m 1HFY23

The company reported eamings per
share value of Rs0 14 in 1THFY23

International  Steels  Limited
Ouarterly Review — THFY23

In the first guarter (July- Sept) of
FY23, ISL made sales of Rsi6 billion
and gross profit of Rs2.2 bilhon It
reported a net profit value Rs448 million
in IOFY23. The company generaled an
EPS value of Rsl.03 per share

In 1QFY23, 18L°s gross profit ratio
and net profit ratio came out to be
13.54% and 2.7 1%, respeciively.

In the second guamer (Oct-Dec) of
F%23, ISL revenue moved Uﬁ o Rsl7
billion compared to Rsté billion in
1QFY 23, 1501 reported a pross profit of
Rs735 million and suffered a net loss of
Rs387 million in 2QFYZ3.INP




