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to commance from today

Delayed IMF deal:

ABC Certified

Rupee tumbles by Rs.19

against US

Dhowood Akmed

The Pakistani mupes witnessed a major
depreciation as it sank Rs 19 against the US
dollar in interbank on Thursday. Local cur-
rency trading at a historic high of Rs284 83
in moming trade, according to data shared by
the Exchange Companies Association of
Pakistan (Ecap).

Analysts attributed the record drop —
which is 7.dpc — to the govemment's
impasse with the International Monetary
Fund {IMF).

On  Wednesday, the PKR closed at
Rs266.11 per dollar, according to SBP data,

“In other words, they had said our actual
rate should be as in the grey market rate, not
the interbank rate or the open market. Th
are right as the availability and trade of dol-
lars taking place right now is only in the grey
market,” he added.

Local currency
depreciates by
Rs18.98

He said that the government imposed
restrictions on foreign exchange, as a result,
the trade shifted to the grey market

The dollar does not come or go because of
the many restrictions they have imposed on
foreign exchange companies on i1 buying
and selling, he =said.

He said this is despite the g,m-emmenl’s
crackdowns [on the grey market] Paracha
called for a revamp in the Ipo!ic'tes. saying
conducting crackdowns would not help.

“Inadvertently, we have greatly supported
tWr&y market because of our policies. The
IMF can also see this so they have said to
bring our rate — of the rupee and dollar — to
that point,” he added.

A'fggnwh't!e, Topline Securities chief exec-
utive Mohammed Sohail told Dawn.com that
the fresh plunge was mainly because of
uncertainty in the currency market regarding
the delay in funding from the IMF,

Tresmark Head of Strategic Planning

-
Komal Mansoor said: “The IMF demanded a
20pe reduction in the rupee’s value before the
new agresment that was fulfilled.”

It closes at 285.09
against dollar

Saying she hoped the dollar would eventu-
ally settle between Rs278-Rs280. “If it gets
above this, then the State Bank would inter-
vene.

Mansoor said that was the reason behind
the current surge in the dollar rate. “COur
expectation is the market would set below
Rs280 and the rupee ssswould not depreciate
further.”

KCCI urges SBP to 'p‘ib?r its role’

In a statement released later in the day,
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(KCCT) President Mohammed Tariq Yousuf
urged the State Bank to pla{ its role and
devise an effective strategy to bring the value
of dollar down, _

He said the devaluation of the rupee was
having a deeply negative impact on the econ-
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omy, businesses and inflation,
Dealers blame stalled
IMF deal for fall

“Although the experts are attributing the
T devaluation to monetary policy, the
SBP — being the regulator — has to play a
role to find out the causes of abnormal
upsurge and bring it down at any cost” the
statement quoted Yousuf as saying He went
on 1o say that the rising dollar against the
rupee would keep on creating numerous

roblems for the economy, as it was already

ing a lot of challenges due to widening
current and fiscal deficits. Yousuf said that
the apFreclatingi}LiiDJIar was increasing the
cost of doing business, making Pakistani
goods uncompetitive in the export markets
and unaffordable for the commaon man at the
local markets."Due to lack of effective price
control mechanism, an abnormal upsurge has
been witnessed in the prices of almost all the
commaodities of household usage which have
to be controlled to ease.

Gold rate sees
massive increase in

Pakistan
Growers block highways

against load shedding in
Balochistan

Syed Al Shak
anan Mandokhail

QUETTA:Growers
Action Committee
{GAC) blocked all high-
ways across Balochisian

inst the ongoing load
:ﬁ:dding__The province
remains disconnected on
Thursday wvia the road
network as a result of the
blockade of roads by the

AC.

"QESCO  has  been
deliberately  observin
more than 20 hours o
load  shedding in
Balochistan to destroy
our standlﬁm'{ips”, Syed
Abdul Qahar , the
central leader of the GAC
claimed, He said unan-
nounced and prolonged
load shedding had severe-
ly dama the standing
crops and orchards across
Balochistan. They bumt
tires to vent their anger.

CM Quddus

Bizenjo takes

notice of the
growers’
problems

Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir
Ouddus Bizenjo took a
notice of the growers’
protest and directed the
QESCO to hold a meet-
ing with GAC. The par-
hamentary leader of the
Balochistan  Mational
Party (BNP). Malik
Maszeer Shahwani and
JUT F lawmaker Asghar
Tareen and OQESCO
Chief Engineer Kareem
Jamali participated in
the meeting.

Quetta-Karachi
highway was
blocked at
Johan Kalat

A laree number of
rowers blocked the main
vetta-Karachi  highway
at Johan Kalat to vent

their anger against the
QESCO. Prince Laal Jan
Ahmedzai led the

enraged growers in
demanding the restora-
tion of power supply to
rural Balochistan.
Traffic between Cluetta
o Karachi remains sus-
gem:led as a result of the
lockade of _Ihe_htghm";?'.
“We want justice”, Mr
Ahmedzai said, He said
the growers’ community
had suffered billions of
losses because of unan-

nounced and prolonged
hours of load shedding in
Balochistan.

Long queues of wehi-
cles were witnessed and
the passengers remained
the worst sufferers of the
blockade of the highway,
Especially, women and
children suffered a lot due
to the highway blockade.

The GAC had also

blocked the main

etta-
Chaman road at Yaro in
rotest  against  the
ESCO, e enrafﬁed
protesiers chanted full-
throated  slogans against
the provincial and federal
ﬁ?\remmmts and the
APDA.

MPAs and
ministers could
not meet the
Sfederal minister

of power

The growers' load-shed-
ding problem was also dis-
cuszed in the Balochisian
Azsembly the other day,

And a delegation of law-
makers  also visited
Islamabad to meet the

power minister. However,
they were unable to meet
the minister. QESCO Chief,
Engineer Kareem Jamali
said there were billions of
rupees oulstanding against
the growers" community in
Balochistan. He said the
growers wers reluciant 1o
pay their bills. Mr Jamali
alzo said that the demand
for the power supply was
high but the availability
was less to meet the grow-
ing demand of consumers,

Balochistan board metric

examinations to commance from today

Education Desk
Balochistan Board of
Intermediate  and  Secondary

Education g[SE} is all set to com-
mence 2023 metric examinations
across the provinee from tomorrow.
A total 1.44.000 smdents are
appearing for this examination.

BISE 2023 matric
exam date sheet
announced

L |

“We have introduced digital
attendance for the fi i
Professor Ejaz  Baloch, the
Chairman_of BBISE told Daily
Quetta Voice in an exclusive inter-
view, He said e-marking has also
been introduced to make sure trans-

rency in the
PHM[ Baloch informed that 415
centers have been set up in
Balochistan and 1300 staff was
appointed to check to cheat and
enslre tmmgarengy in the exami-
nation. The BBIS

g

examination.

examinations.

Chairman said

= e i * i =
that the board has taken strict steps
to eradicate the curse of cheating in
“No com
over transparency”, Mr. Baloch
mentioned, He said that strict
instructions were issued to eradi-
cate the curse of cheating,

News Desk

QUETTA:Muhamm
?»‘,j' K_hanl'i SEl'mt'u, the

mcipal Secret o
the former aa;ief
Minister of Punjab,
Chaudhary Pervez
Elahi was arresied in
Balochistan.

Sources within the
anti-corruption
Balochistan said the
accused was crossing
the Balochistan-
Punjab border when
arrested by the anti-

15

— -

Muhammad Khan Bhatti
Principal Secretary to CM
Punjab arrested in Balochistan

corruption depart-
ment.

“The former princi-
B?ll secretary to CM

njab is now under
the custody of police™,
t h e ¥
said Arrangements
were bemng made to
hand over the accused
to the Punjab police.
There are allegations
of corruption against
the former principal
secretary to the former

CM of Punjab
Chaudhary  Pervez
Elahi,

Negotiations with IMF ‘about to conclude’,

staff-level pact likely next week: Dar

_ Finance Minister Ishag Dar said on Thursday that Pakistan’s negotia-
tions with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) related to the comple-
tion of the ninth review of a 7 billion loan programme were near conclu-
sion and the staff-level agreement with the global lender will be signed by
next week. o ] ) ]

The government is in a moemﬁfl%arnsx time to implement measures to
reach an agreement with the IMF as the country has reserves barely
enough for three weeks of essential imports, while hotly contested elec-
tions are due by November. ]
 In a series of tweets today, the finance czar rubbished rumours regard-
ing Pakistan defaulting, . . .

*Anti-Pakistan elements are spreading malicious rumours that Pakistan
rngg default. This is not only completely false but also belies the facts,” he

said.
. Dar said that the State Bank of Pakistan's (SBP) forex reserves had been
increasing and were almost near 31 billion, “higher than four weeks ago
dusgttr: making all external due payments on time”, S i

“Foreign commercial banks have started extending facilities to Pakistan.
Our negotiations with IMF are about to conclude and we expect to sign
Staff Level Agreement with IMF by next week. All economic indicators
are slowly moving in the nght direction,” he added.

An alleged child rapist
nabbed by Quetta Police

Syed Mulammiad (Jaseem

An alleged child rapist was
nabbed by Quetta Police on
Thursday evening Police sources
said that the accused was arrested
gmely_' un:;er the mp%msmn of

uperintendant Police (SP) Airport
Quetta, Adeel Akbar, )

DSP Airport Masood Kasi SHO
Mﬁn Haji Abdul Hai Grani and
51 Muhammad Dawood took time-
ly action to arrest the rapist of a 7-
year-old child. The accused was
identified as Abdul Bari 5/0 Abdul
Kareem a resident of Afghanistan.

Senior Police officers are intero-
gating the alleged child rapist.
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aitributed the record drop —

The finance minister’s rema

T

impasse with the global lender

Following a historic
decline of the Pakistani
rupee against the US dol-
lar, the per tola gold price
in Pakistan a
whoppin 4.7  as
Investors attention once
again diverted towards the
precious commedity con-
sidered as an inflation
edge.

According 1o All-
Pakistan Sarafa Gems and
Jewellers  Association
(APSGIA), the price of
ﬁ)id (24 carats) surged by
£9.400 per tola and
Rs=8,058 per 10 grams to
settle at Rs206,300 and
Rs1 77,040, respectively.

The massive increass in

i rks come as the Pakistani rupee sank sharply
by Rs18.74 against the dollar in the interbank market today. Analysts
which is 7.0dpc — to the govemnment's

o

3

the price of gold came on

The agreement with the IMF on the completion of the ninth review of a
$7bn loan programme — which has been delayed since late last year over
a policy framework — would not only lead to a disbursement of $1.2bn
but also unlock inflows from friendly countries, : . ;

_ The prerequisites by the lender are aimed at ensuring Pakistan shrinks
its fiscal deficit ahead of its annual budget around June.

Pakistan has already taken most of the other prior actions, which includ-
ed hikes in fuel and energy tariffs, the withdrawal of subsidies in export
and power sectors, and generating more revenues through new taxation in
a Wmmmr}' budget.

*shifts goalposts’However, a day earlier, senior officials told Dawn
that the government was finding it increasingly difficult to convince the
Fund to release a loan instalment. The IMF had changed interpretations of
at least four Enm actions ahead of rea-ching a staff-level ment on the
direly needed economic bailout. Sources had said that the authorities were
extremely annoyed at the latest situation, describing it as
‘maltreatment’ Another official had even likened the situation to that in
1998, when Pakistan's economic difficulties worsened in the wake of
nuclear tests, and default seemed imminent. As the sources, authorities
have secured $1.3bn inflows in three tranches from Chinese banks, on top
of the $700 million that has already been received Web Desk

Gold rate sees massive
increase in Pakistan

= showing that the Pakistani
f . pgold market was currently
cheaper than the global.

It should be noted that
Pakistan meets almost all
its gold demand through
imports, and traders fol-
low its imternational price

in setting rates in the
country. Jewellers import
the metal inst the US

dollar and TJAE dirham
befora converting its price
imto rupees Comulatively,
the precious commodi

gained Rs12400 per tola
in the last three sessions

T

dollar in the interbank

after the ru pE"“,?'d.';{ market. The price of gold reversing the prevailin

nearly Rsl9, or 6.66%, is Rs3 000 pertola“under- mend recorded last wee

against the US dollar to  cost™ in Pakistan, as com- — when gold lost Rs1,900
close at 285.09 against the  pared to the Dubai market,  per tola Web Desk
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Balochistan Education Sector
Plan, Go beyond words

Much has been said about the Balochistan Education Sector Plan (BESP)
2020-25 on the official level and among the academia and international donor
agencies. Undoubtedly, some officers of the education department and donot

agencies deserve appreciation for preparing the Plan.

The estimated cost of the five years BESP is Rs. 72 billion as per the data
shared with journalists during a function n this regard in Quetta the other day.
Attractive banners, books, and brushers with the best paper quality were given
to the participants of the function held at Chuetta’s luxury hotel. As usual, very
few individuals bothered to read the information in bags given to them by organ-

1zers of the function,

The Secondary Education Department had prepared the BESP 2020-25 in col-
laboration with European Union, Global Partnership for Education (GPE), and
UNICEF. Thanks to these organizations for extending support to the Balochistan
the quality of education. Nevertheless, these inferna-

Id also go beyond words and ensure sustainable
efforts to improve the state of education in Balochistan,

Most of the teachers, parents are unaware of BESP 2020-25

When educationists, academicians, bureaucrats, ministers, and representatives
of donor agencies were addressing the BESP function, parents and teachers in
remote remained unaware of the Plan. This daily asked some teachers and par-
ents about the BESP 2020-25. They simply said, “What is this?”",

Subsequently, the target group is unaware of the BESP 2020-25 and the multi-
billion r:ipees spending on the Project. Most of the speakers spoke about the
xality education. In reality, speaking about the quality of education is like

ydreaming in Balochistan, lagging behind other provinces of the country in
terms of key social indicators,

government in improvi
tional donor agencies s

Ower 6,000 schools with one teacher in Balochistan

The education minister Waseebullah Marri lamented that 70,000 teachers and
the quality still low, Palvasha Jalalzai, the education specialist of UNICEF put
some critical questions about the one-teacher one-school, teachers training in

Balochistan,

To be very precise, the government and donor agencies should come out of

(Cetta’s only luxury hotel and mobile teachers, parents, political people, media,
and religious scholars at the district level to improve the state of education in

Balochistan,

EDITORIAL

Friday,March,03,2023

The climate challenge

Human-induced  cli-
mate change, also known
as anthropogenic climate
change, ers to the
long-term_ changes in
Earth’s climate system
that are primarily caused
by human activities, such
as burning fossil fuels,
deforestation, and other
industrial and agricultural
practices that release
greenhouse gases (mainly
carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide) into
the atmosphere.

These greenhouse
Eases trap heat in the
Earth’s atmosphere, caus-
ing the planet’s tempera-
ture to mse, which leads
to changes in precipita-
tion patierns, rising sea
levels, and more frequent
and  severe  weather
events such as heatwayv
droughts, floods, an
SLOIMS.

The overwhelming sci-
entific consensus is that
human activities are the
leading cause of the cur-
rent climate change,
which is happening much
faster than natural climate
change cycles observed
in the past, :

In 2019, Pakistan's
greenhouse gas emissions
stood at 433 mullion tons
of carbon dioxide per
year, ;Puwaicnt to 0.9 per
cent of global emissions.
Climate change due to
greenhouse gas emissions
affects the social and
environmental determi-
nants of health, clean air,
safe drinking water, suffi-
cient food and secure
shelter. Between 2030
and 2050, climate change

is expected to cause
approximately 250 000
additional deaths per
year, from malnutrition,
malaria, diarrthoea and
heat stress. We need to
build Pakistan’s capacity
to  combat  climate
change-related flooding
in the future. Building
capacity for  climate
change damage is crucial
for several reasons:
Adaptation: Capacity
building helps individu-
als, organizations, and
communities to adapt to
the impacts of climate
change. This includes
developing the skills,
knowledge, and resources
needed fo mitigate and
e the risks associ-
ated with climate change.
By building capacity,
communities can become
maore  resilient to  the
effects of climate change,
reducing the damage
caused by natural disas-
ters, exireme weather
events, and other climate-
reiau;ﬁ impacts. .
Mitigation: Capacity
building also supports
efforts 1o reduce green-
house gas emissions,
which contribute to cli-
mate change. By devel-
oping the capacity to
implement clean en
solutions and sustainable
practices, individuals and
nizahions can reduce
their carbon footprint and
contribute  to  global
efforts to combat climate

change.
Economic  benefits:
Building capacity for cli-

mate change can also
have economic benefits.

For example, investing in
renewable energy infra-
struciure can create jobs
and stimulate economic
growth. Similary, devel-

oping the capacity to
implement  sustainable
ractices n agrculture,

orestry, and other sectors
can increase productivity
and improve livelihoods:

Environmental  stew-
ardship: Capacity build-
ing can help promote
environmental steward-
shép and encourage indi-
viduals and organizations
to take action to protect
the planet. By developing
the capacity to under-
stand and address climate
change, communities can
become more engaged
and active in efforts to
address  environmental
issues, protect biodiversi-
1y and preserve ecosys-
12ms.

This step towards a
greener future needs a
structured three-pronged
approach. It _ should
include financial
resources, lechnical assis-
tance, and human capaci-
ty building.

For the last 50 vears,
oceans have abs 90
per cent of global warm-
g, In 2050, there will be
more plastic than manne
life in the oceans. We
need to move towards a
plastic-free lifestyle.

We need to build
Pakistan’s water infra-
structure,  particularly
new water reservoirs and
dams. Pakistan is an agri-
culture-based economy.
and water is a critical
respurce. Building dams

and reservoirs can help
control the flow of water
and reduce the impact of
floods, as well as create
apportunities for generat-
mﬁi hydroelectric power,
which can help meet the
energy demands of the
country  and  reduce
rellance on non-renew-
able energy sources.
Building reservoirs and
dams can help ;uptﬁiy
waler to communities that
lack access to safe drink-
ing water. Reservoirs and
dams can also have envi-
ronmental benefits, such
as mitigating soil erosion,

providing itats for
wildlife, and promoting
biodiversity.

Pakistan has been
experiencing devastating
fl for many years due
to a combination of fac-
tors such as heavy rain-
fall, melting glaciers, and
poorly maintained infra-
struciure, Despite this,
the country’s fTood man-
agement system has been
inadequate in_addressing
the scale and frequency
of flooding, i

The Met office’s first
alert was released on June
28, but it was not until
pglly august that we real-
ized the itude of this
disaster that was unfold-
ing. Pakistan’s infrastruc-
ture, such as drainage
systems, dams, and lev-
ees, is often poorly main-
tained and unable to ¢
with the volume of water
that floods bring. To stir
the pot further, cormuption
and mismanagement in
the allocation of funds
and resocurces for flood

management have further
exacerbated the situation,
We need to be more
proactive in our
approach. One such step
in the right direction has
been_the RBOD I proj-
ect. The Realignment of
RBOD 11 ~ (Rasul-
Qadirabad Link Canal) is
a major infrastructure
project in Pakistan that
aims to improve water
management and imiga-
tion_in the country. The
RBOD 11 is a canal that
runs  from the Rasul
Barrage on the Jhelum
River to the Qadirabad
Barrage on the Chenab
River, and it is a critical
component of the Indus
Basin [rrigation System.
The realignment of
RBOD 1II involves the
construction of a new
canal alignment and the
rehabilitation of existing
canal structures.  The
project aims to address a
number of issues with the
current canal system,
including poor ~water
flow, sedimentation, and
erosion, The realignment
is expected to increase
the canal’s discharge
capacity, teduce water
losses, and improve water
distribution_to farms in

the region The ?ru'ect i5
being implemented by the
Water  and Power
Development Authority
Wapda) with funding
T the Asian
Development | Bank
(ADB). The estimated

cost of the project is
around $400 million, and
it is expected to be com-
pleted by 2024.

The scope and passion
of the spontaneous sup-
port witnessed on the
occasion of Imran Khan's

appearance before a
L ahor

re High Court bench
for secuning_protective
bail 15 an affirmation of

his ever-ascendent Eog:lq-
larity and singular domi-
nation of the national
political landscape. This
was despite the wide-
s&ead speculation that
the occasion may provide
another opportumty for
an gttempt on Khan's life,
Simultaneously, the
rilous  dereliction  in
Just sbout every aspect of
governance 15 expanding
with every passing day,
but there is neither any
method visible, nor an
eamest effort to stall the
plunge into chaos and
anarchy, We are wvirtually
staring into 3 bottonless
pit with no route avail-
able for escape.
The pivotal focus of
this madness is the elimi-
nation of Khan as an
adversary, either politi-
cally or p-ﬁysma!i}'. In the
former  context,  his
stature and standing has
only increased since his
ouster from government
and, in the latter context,
one failed attempt has
already been made on his
life with bullets piercin
his nght leg which is sti
in a c¢ast pending full
réecovery. Yet another
option is his incarceration
which, according to the
government’s own strate-
ists, will further increase
15 populanty.
institutions of the
state have collapsed as

Stop pretending to

be the state

economic default looms.
The resignation of the
MNAB chairman on the
plea that he cannot oper-
ate under pressure from
other institutions and
individuals to let mega
criminals stay free and
punish the Ones 15 4
slap in the face of the rul-
ing elite and their sordid
beneficiaries. Sultan said
that there can be no
accountability to soothe
someone’s whims: “1 can
neither initiate a false
case, nor drop an estab-
lished reference merely
because the culprit is
related to some big shot™.
This, in no way, validates
his integnty as, during his
tenure, he  allowed
numercus certified crimi-
nals walk away free. If a
compromised person like
him could not continue
any longer, one can imag-
iné the extent of pressure
exerted on him 10 do the
criminal cabal's bidding.
_The mandatory provi-
sion of the constitution to
hold elections to a dis-
solved provincial assem-
bly within a maximum
ﬁmcrd of 90 days is being
outed with the Election
Commission of Pakistan
{ECP), the chief election
commissioner (CEC) and
the governors of the
Emwnoe-s of Punjab and

hyber  Pakhtunkhwa
blatantly wviolating the
aﬁg riate Article 224
(1B) all which states cat-
gj&"’."* ly that “when ihe
ational Assembly or a
provincial assembly is
dissolved, a peneral elec-
tion to the assembly shall
be held within a penod of

ninety days after the dis-
solution and the results of
the elections shall be
declared not later than
fourteen days after the
conclusion of the polls™
_ This viclation is ongo-
ing when wvirtually all
legal and constitutional
experts have stressed on
the inviolable need to
hold the elections within
the stipulated period as
contained in the constitu-
tion. The same has also
been ordered by the high
courts of Punjab and §
Instead of proceeding
with holding elections
the ECP is planning legal
recourseé in a desperate
bid to delay the process
which emanates from the
fear that the incumbent
criminal cabal would be
administered a battenng
at the hustings.
To redress the situation
and put the process in
motion, the president,
using his powers under
Section 57 of the Election
Act 2017 which states
that “the president shall
announce the date or
dates of the general elec-
tions after consultation
with the commission”,
has fixed April 2 for hold-
ing elections in Punjab
and KP. Rejecting a pres-
idential role in the matter,
the ECP contends that it
is bound to announce
schedules and hold elec-
tions only after the “com-
petent authority™
announces it. Now the
governors. of the con-
cemned provinces and the
ECP/CEC continue shy-
ing awqi_f:mm accepting
responsibility to be that

“competent suthority” in
the existent case which is
tantamount o ensuring
that the matter lands up in
the court with the exclu-
sive intenfion to delay
holding the elections as
pet the constitutional pro-
vision,

Is it that we should dig
out the framers of the
constitution  to explain
who that “competent
authority” is in the matter
whom the ECP/CEC are
locking for? Or, follow-
ing up on the letter wnit-
ten by two sithng judees
of the Supreme Courl o
the chief justice to take
suc-motu notice of the
shenanigans of the con-
cerned institutions and
officials, should we

est his lordship to do
so? Or should we implore
the gubematonal offices
and the heads of the con-
cerned instiubions 1o pro-
ceed urgently with dis-
c_ha.r%ms their constitu-
tional duties, or resi
their offices? Or should
we just giwe_up_u-n_tha
state and let it slide into
anarchy at an ever-accel-
erated pace, this being the
clear option for the ruling
eriminal cabal for whom
even the most disastrous
outcome would be prefer-
able to the prospect of
holding elections?

Till some years ago,
ong could not imagine
that a day shall dawn
when would be no
one to stand up for the
law and the constitution,
not even the institutions
and indi\-'iduaégi_ whose
prime responsibility it is
to defend the statute book

and the regulations and
practices emanating from
it. We are witnessing such
a state in our midst now
with conditions deterio-

rating rapidly with no one
Fculllnﬁlgaﬁm to stall the
all.

The  megme-change

expeniment has floun-
dered disastrously, but its
architects and  imple-
menters are unwilling to
take note of the damage
which has been done, and
that which may vyet be
done, They show little
sensitivity, even less
resolve to concede their
grave mistake and make
amends in terms of letling
the law and constitution
dictate what needs to be
done by binding the
respective  institutions
and officials to perform
their duties in accordance
with the key constituents
of their oath. Or have
they made up their mind
that their will must pre-
vail irrespective of the
damage it may accrue to
the state, even its
prospect of survival? If
that be so, they should
have the courage to come
oul from the shadows and
show us what their agen-
da is for this hapless
country.For now, an ego-
tistical and unrepentant
mindset has taken hold of
the country and its affairs.
Mo method, no mecha-
nism is visible to address
the grave challenges 1t
faces in the aflermath of
the failure of the ill-con-
ceived regime change
operation. It is time to
soothe the exceedingly
bloated.

A bonfire of literary

hat use do
we have for
the poets,
writers and,
in a general
sense, intel-
lectuals whose business it
15 to teach us to think, to
feel and to dream? Well, a
measure of what such
creative individuals have
contributed to our society
is available in the quali
and strength of our intel-
lectual, educational and
cultural resources,

Sadly, any assessment
that vou make in this

arci( would leave you
with a larger deficit than
there is in the nation’s
financial balance sheet
And we do nol seem 1o be
g0 worried about our
intellectual deficit while
we strugzle so desperate-
Iy to make ends meet,
collectively, Nor is it so0
evident to us that both the
deficits have a symbiotic
relationship.

Anyhow, we have
some comforting distrac-
tions around this time of
the year. Call it a bonfire
of Juim‘a‘? festivals, This
weekend, we have the
14th edition of the
Karachi Literature
Fesu’v;L = K]EIF B tha&
may rightly be designate
as 513 mcslwr af a]ﬁih:ra
ary festivals of Pakistan
It is surely a big event,
tilting somewhat towards
an economic dimension
with the theme: "People,
Planet and Possibilities”,

But as I write these
words, I have still to fully
recover from the hang-
over of the lit&rar{ festi-
val 1T atended in Lahore
last weekend, Actually, a
centain kind of moaod that

festivals

is aroused by a literary
festival is passing on
from one event to the
next, While there wall be
time to sum up one's
involvement with_  the
resent season of the

LF, let me dwell 2 bit on
my experience of Lahore,

In fact, the three-day
Pakistan Literature
Festival — PLF - held at
Alhamra was an inaugu-
ral event of its own kind,
adding a new chapter to
the catalogue of our liter-
ary celebrations, It was
sponsored by the Arns

ouncil  of Palastan,
Karachi, and was wholly
organized by a team
transported from Karachi.
It goes to the credit of the
Arts Council’s president,
Ahmed Shah, and his
energetic team that it
turried out to be a success,
with its focus on youth
and a lively blend of liter-
ature, current affairs, arts
and music.

For me, the real worth
of a literary festival 15 not
so much the discourse
that is held in specific
sessions but what tran-
spires on the sidﬁiinesi‘

is coming 1 er o
scores of Ie%di.?agﬂwrilers
and critics, includin
some  from  abroad,
inspires an endless series
of casual encounters that
can be so insightful and
invigorating, Lahore last
wesk, thus, was a feast
for me as Karachi is turn-
ing out to be,

Ah, but the PLF was
flanked by sad news.
When some of us were
wailing to board the flight
for Laﬁure on Friday last
week, we gol the message
that Amjad Islam Amjad

had died in Lahore. When
we left for the ai for
the return  flight on
Monday, we learnt about
Zia Mohyeddin’s demise
in I_(amzf Etthwwwédt'hﬂ
i ese fragedies
has Iﬁﬁmd us_to share
our somow, Amjad Islam
Amjad’s absence was
W conspicuous it the
Lahore festival and both,
he and Zia Mohyeddin,
are fondly being remem-
bered in Karachi and in
Lahore.

In Lahore, because this
weekend the Faiz
Foundation is ho]din% is
Tth  three-day aiz
Festival at Alhamra and it
i5 as elaborately designed
as, say, the KLF.
these major festivals have
overlapped is nol nice
because the literary stars
we have are limited in
number and some of them
have to rush from one
place to the other tlﬂ make
appearances in both,

And then, there is the
tenth edition of the
Lahore Literary Festival
- LLF = next week, also
at Alhamra. That is why 1
see all this as the bonfire
of literary festivals, illu-
minating For a briel pen-
od our relatively barren
cultural and literary land-
scape. For the literati of
Karachi and Lahore, this
flesting interlude 15 a
moveable feast. The pity
of it is that with all these
really enterprising ven-
ures, they cannol bring
Basant back to Lahore,

Incidentally, this past
week during this month
of February, marked as
spring in the calendar,
had landmark dates that
provide.

Pakistan has always
been_an agrarian econo-
my. This gives it a com-
parative advantage in the
sector. The abundance of
natural resources in the
pnunn% and the special-
ized labour force provide
the country an edge over
the economies of its
neighbouring countries,

ta also supports the
fact that a huge chunk of
Pakistan’s labour force
37 per cent approximate-
v} is absorbed by the
agriculiure sector. Ii con-
tibutes roughly 22 per
cent to the country GDP.
This sector nol only
caters to domestic food
demand but_ also con-
tributes significantly to
Ul exports. I

It is also true that this
sector 15 highly vulnera-
ble to climatic change.
And the nation is yet to
witness a serious action
plan to combat this global
challenge. Be it unprece-
dented ™ rains, water
scarcity or adaptation
issues, the country is
often found short of miti-
gation and ptation
plans. And while we raise
alarm bells when we wit-
ness the devastation
caused by climate haz-
ards, we rarely take pre-
ventive measures,

Pakistan  witnessed
multiple  catastrophic
effects caused by climate
change in_the last two
decades. The floods of
2022 caused large-scale
losses: infrastructure
damage, loss of crops and
livestock, deaths of 1,700
people, and displacement
of thousands of people,
particularly the rural pop-
ulation. The economic
loss is estimated to be
%16 billion approximate-
lv, which jolted our

already crippling econo-
m

hat this incident
needed was a prompt
response both domesti-
cally as well as from the
international community,
but what our policymak-
ers did was to focus on
the latter, ignoring the
Ennneﬁr. Jleci!le l‘:‘l]%’.’.‘,!‘l-ﬂ&l&-—
rat es FCiX-
imaxelypﬁighiilic:!}?nade
by the international com-
munity and several finan-
cial fnstitutions at the
Geneva conference in
January are a result of the
efforts made by the gov-
ernment, but af the same
time they also reflect the
priorities of the govem-
mert.

The pledges are yet to
materialize, but the gov-
emment&mm}@_j it as a
success of its foreign pol-
icy and a solution to our
Current ecomomic crisis.
Though these pledges are
directed towards infra-
structure  development
over a_period three

gars, this success could
short-lived unless cou-
pled with dedicated
efforts at the domestic
level, aimed at building
resilience  to  climate
change and preserving
SCATCE MeSOUTCes,

The country is about to
welcome  vet  another
monsoon season and our
helpless farmers are yet
to be compensated for the
loss that occurred last
year, Also, our infrastruc-
ture is yet to be built, crop
mix i5 yet to be optimized
and the national climate
policy is yet to be imple-
mented,  Unfortunately,
the present government
seems to be occupied b
the E_r:._e!.-'alhng politica
instability and the exacer-
bating economic crisis.

_The important point to
highlight here is that the
world sees us from a dif-
ferent fens. Climate
financing by the intema-
tional community canmot
be solely used for sustain-
ability;” these finances
must be coupled with a
comprehensive domestic
work plan and its timely
implementation.  The
pledges made to Pakistan
are conditional o our
domestic  strategy  and
actions towards combat-
ting climate change. It
cannot be the case where
we only look up to the
internafional community
after the damage has been
done.

In  the Iﬂngb run
Pakistan will not be able
to convince the intema-
tional community regard-
ing climate fnancing
without putting in a dedi-
cated effort at the domes-
tic level. Unforunately,
climate change has not
found any place in recent
socip-economic and

litical debates. To
implement any action
plan, there has to be a
consensus  among all
stakeholders, which in
Pakistan’s case is far
from au:hiew'n%.
. The prevailing polar-
ization in our society, par-
ticularly among decision-
makers, has further suffo-
cated the environment for
dialogue. The clock is
ticking and with the pres-
ent fragile governance
framework, Pakistan is
just one rainfall or flood
away from unavoidable
climate-led collapse, the
ultimate victim of which

will be our poor farmer.
It is high time for all
stakeholders to  forgo

their egos, put their heads
together, build a national

consensus over the issue,
and devise short, medium
and long-term workable
plans by utilizing all the
resolurces necessary o
prevent disasters before
the country sinks again. It
cannot be left to the inter-
national community sole-
Iy to take care of our
issues,
Our political econom

needs to be revamped,

and a comprehensive plan
must be chalked out to
preserve crops. All politi-
cal parties should sit
together to deal with
natiopal  issues.  And
building climate

resilience must be priori-
tized. Policies must be
drafted to protect small
farmers;  infrastructure
needs to be l_Jg raded as
soon as possible or else
the country which is
already losing the battle
at the economic front will
not be able to absorb
another climate-led col-
lapse.It is also true that
this sector is highly vul-
nerable to climatic
change. And the nation is
vet to witness a serious
action plan to combat this
global challenge. Be it
unprecedented rains,
water scarcity or adapta-
tion issues, the country is
often found short of miti-
gation and adaptation
plans. And while we raise
alarm bells when we wit-
ness  the devastation
caused by climate haz-
ards, we rarely take pre-
VENtve measures,
Pakistan  witnessed
multiple  catastrophic
effects caused by climate
change in the last two
decades. The floods of
2022 caused large-scale

losses: infrastructure
damage, loss of crops and
livest deaths of 1,700

Conditional financing

people, and displacement
o ] eople,
f thousands of peopl

particularly the rural pop-
ulation. The economic
loss is estimated to be
%16 billion approximate-
I{, which jolted our
already cnpp?!lng 2Cono-
m

hat this incident
needed was a prompt
response both domesti-
cally as well as from the
intemational communi
but what our policyma
ers did was to focus on
the latter, ignoring the
former. The much-cele-
brated pledges of approx-
imately $10 billion made
by the international com-
munity and several finan-
cial institutions at the
Geneva  conference  in
January are a result of the
efforts made by the gov-
ernment, but at the same
time they also reflect the
pricrities of the govem-
ment. The pledges are yet
to materialize, but the
government portrayed it
as a success of its foreign
policy and a solution to
olr current economic cri-
sis. Though these pledges
are directed towards
infrastructure  develop-
ment over a period of
three years, this success
could” be short-lived
unless coupled with dedi-
cated efforts at  the
domestic level, aimed at
building resilience to cli-
mate change and presery-
mgi"scam: TESCUITCES,

he country 15 about to
welcome wet  another
monsoeon season and our
helpless farmers are yet
to be compensated for the
loss that occurred last
year. Also, our infrastruc-
ture is yet to be built, crop
mix is vet to be optimized
and the national climate

policy is yet.
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Green resilience
By Zile Huma

akistan has
successfully
conducted an

international
donor  confer-
. ence in Geneva
with the support of the
UN and convinced the
world to support flood
victims in Pakistan. This
conference has helped
Pakistan collect around
$10 billion for rehabilita-
tion of flood vicims and
reconstruction of proper-
ties damaged n last
year’s floods,
~ After pledging to the
international community
to provide financial assis-
tance for flood-affected
people, Pakistan should
now focus on the local
business community,
especially targeting busi-
nesses  damaging  the
environment and con-
tributing to global warm-
mﬁ—;' The government of
Pakistan can_ convene &
‘national resilience con-
ference’ inviting repre-
sentatives from the busi-
ness community who are
directly or indirectly
involved in carbon emis-
sions, and are the reason
for accelerating climate
change and environmen-
tal degradation like oil
and liquefied natural gas
{LNG) companies, hous-
ing societies, mine own-
ers, ITANSPOrT Companies,

=i
According to the report

‘C02 Emission from
Pakistan's Sector
2021" = published by the
Centre for Research on
Ene and Clean Air

— WNepra has

CRE
Eepmec} that the coun-

try’s energy sector has
introduced the necessary
shift. The report says that
“in 2019-20, the sectoral
contribution shifted to 35
per cent for gas, 26 per

cent, for oil, 8 per cent,
hydro, 15 per cent for
ﬁ, 3.5 per cmtrnuclear
one per cent for LPG
while Lﬁﬁ and renew-
able energy contributed
11 per cent and one per
cent, respectively,”
. According 1o informa-
tion shared by the minis-
ter of energy in the Senate
in 2020, *50 companies —
including 15 local and 35
foreign — are working in
Pakistan to explore and
produce oil and other nat-
ural resources.” The con-
sumption of fossil fuels is
a major cause of carbon
emissions. Similarly, the
real-estate and develop-
ment  sectors  mush-
roomed rapidly in the last
two decades,

Every day a large num-
ber of new housing soci-
eties are being launched
and huge amounts are
spent on their publicity
advertisements (o mult-
ply profits, Not only do
such development &rt&i-
ects occupy huge 5
and clear green areas,
they also reduce the
country’s forest cover.
This reduction is maki
Pakistan more vulnerable
to climate-change disas-
ters. Similarly, the indus-
trial sector is another
source of producing huge
carbon emissions and
causes many  environ-
mental disasters in the
form of wastes. )

Agriculture and live-
stock also produce green-
house gases (GHG), The
mining sector also has
huge negzative environ-
mental impacts  like
deforestation,  erosion,
contamination and alter-
ation of soil features, con-
tamination  of  local
streams  and  wetlands,
and an increase in noise
levels, and dust in the air.

Similarly, the transporta-
tion nefwork in Pakistan
is also a source of pollu-
tion and has huge eam-
ings as well, :
‘national resilience
conference’  will raise
awareness  among  the
business  community
about the issue of climate
change and environmen-
tal challenges in Pakistan,
It is also important to
apprise them &hm;'tlhmt
negatve impacts of their
businesses gﬂ'ﬁ: envi-
ronment, leading to many
catastrophes taced by
Pakistan. All big compa-
nies contribute to social
causes u}'ﬂer their ::E 0=
rate social responsibili
{C5R). The busine?ﬂr
community should be
communicated effective-

ly to play their to
ihvest£1 he 4RF smg}'.
Resilience,
ehabilitation,
Reconstruction,
Recovery),

The government can
establish a ‘green fund” at
the national level. The
business community can
be given options to ither
INvest In green projects or
contribute to a ‘national
green fund’. Those inter-
ested in giving donations
can deposit a mutually
agreed amount in the
national green fund on a
yearly basis. The govemn-
ment can utilize this
amount for different proj-
ects of clean energy, for-
€5t conservation, mass
awareness, etc. The gov-
ernment can also allocate
various projects to differ-
ent business communities
for implementation under
their corporate  social
responsibility (CSR) on a
short- and  long-term
bas:Es_ {ai_:%ier short-term
goals, different ects
related. N




Gatherings outside
Islamabad courts banned as
Section 144 imposed

ISLAMABAD;
Section 144 has been
enforced in lslamabad
on Thursday due to
security reasons ban-
ning gatherings m and
around all the courts in
the federal capital.

According to the
official sources, the
administration has
banned gathering of
people outside the
courts, warning that

action will be taken
against any type of
protest outside the
COUrts.

According to a tweet

uploaded by  the
Islamabad police, onl
the lawyers, journal-
ists and ﬁenp e con-
cerned will be allowed
to enter the courts dur-
ing the hearing of
Cases. _

The supporters will
not be allowed to
come to the courts dur-
ing the appearance of
political leaders.

In another tweet, the
Rplme said the security

1gh alert orders have
been issued in view of
terrorism and other
threats.It is to be noted

here that a laroce num-
er o akistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (PTI
workers had reache
the judicial complex
during the appearance
of PTI chairman Imran
Khan. The PT] workers
forcibly entered the
court premises and
vandalized the public
property. They also
protested against the
government and shout-
ed slogans,

. The police had reg-
istered  two  cases
against the PTI work-
ers.INP

Pakistan emphasizes NAM,
world community’s role for just
resolution of Kashmir dispute

B A K U
[ihzea'ha:janj:PakHIan on
Thursday urged the Non-
Mignaf Movement
(MAM) and the interna-
tional community 1o pro-
mote 3 just, peaceful and
expeditious resolution of
longstanding Jammu and
Kashmir dispute as per
the UNSC resolutions
and aspirations of the
Kashmin people. .

“Foreign intervention
and occupation, and the
accompanying denial of
the nght to self-determi-
nation to peoples, are of
the root cause of conflicts
and disputes and of grave
violations of human
rights, This is manifest in
Indian Tlegally occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
gIGJKJ!“ Minister for

conomig Affairs Sardar
Ayaz Sadig said address-
ing the summit level
meeting of the NAM
Contact  Grou in
response to COVID-19
on post-pandemic global
recovery held here,

The = minister, who
headed the Pakistani del-
egation at the summit,
said the decisive condi-
tion for achieving all our
development goals rested
on the promotion of just
and durable peace and
secynh{. nationally,
regionally and globally,

“It is impossible to talk
about a post-pandemic
gduhat recovery against
the backdrop of wars,

H

conflicts and foreign
occupation,” the minister
told the meeting attended
by the delegaies repre-
senting from around 70
countries and chaired by
Azerbaijan  President

lham Aliyev as NAM
chair.
He said Pakistan

deeply valued the NAM's
fundamental ideals, espe-
cially its principled sup-
port for the right to self-
determination of people
living under foreign
accupation. :
He said NAM. which
numbered two thirds of
UN member states, had a
critical role to play i
shaping the post pandem-

ic zlobal recovery
roposing a compre-
hensive and cooperative

strategy to “build forward
better” which, the minis-
ter said. should include,
ensuring global food
security  through the
urgent provision of food
supplies to the 250 mil-
lion living in hunger.
The sirategy should
also feature urgent and
adequate  concessional
financing for developing
countries facing liquidity
challenges, reform of the
internafional  financial
architecture, through a
comprehensive debt solu-
tion and implementation
of the climate change
agenda and climate com-
mitments, especially the
fulfillment of the climate

YAV s Come

g ot

SPAIN: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommu

finance commitments and
the ]ﬂl.lTbC]} ?‘Eime Lijs &
Damage fund a at
EDPEE}. e

“Climate justice
requires full adherence to
the Principle of Equity
and ~ Common  but
Differentiated
Responsibilities and
Respective Capabilities,”
the minister said

He also suggested the
mobilization of large-
scale investment from the
public and private sector
to build sustainable and
resilient infrastructure, in
developing countries.

He told the intemation-
al gathering that the
COVID-19 ~ pandemic
wreaked havoc world-
wide, putting the lives of
billions of people around
the globe in turmoil,
inflicting grave suffering
and destabilizing the
global economy.

Besides exposing the
ﬁ"aé't]'tty of the societies
and economies to shocks,
it has laid bare deep
inequalities threatening
the achievement of the
SDGs, the said COVID-
related challenges were
further compounded by
the inflationary spiral
caused by supply chain
disruptions and  the
impact of the war in
Ukraine, the minister
said. “The crowning blow
o our endeavour for sus-
tainable development was
the devastating INP

nication Syed Amin LI

Haque in a group photo after meeting with GSEMA delegation on the
sidelines of Mobile World Congress (MWC) in Barcelona.

JI alleges rigging in
Akhtar Colony vote
re-counting

KARACHI: Jamaat
Islami on Thursday
alleged rigging in re-
counting of wvotes in
Union Committee-VI of
Akhtar Colony.

Hafiz Maeem ur
Rehman, JT local chief
and  candidate  for
Karachi Mayor, held
PPP leader Saeed Ghani
as responsible for rig-
ging in recounting. “Our
350 votes were rejected
at five polling stations
in Falcon House
School,” he claimed.
“We have told the elec-
tion commission Sindh,
what is happening,”
Hafiz Naeem said,

“We knew well how
the PPP uses people and
provides jobs in a par-
ticular manner,” he said.
“The People's Party and

the election commission
should understand that
the JT won't withdraw
from a single vote,” he
said.

“You are depriving
the people of Karachi,
we will raise voice and
won't talk until the
results are not correct-
ed. We want result of
votes, the people have
entrusted us,” he
demanded.

“The recounting of
votes also going to hap-
pen  at the Gulshan
Hadeed UC and accord-
ing to our reports, they
have made preparations
to forge the result,” he
said.

“A presiding officer
of Keamari has testified,
the presiding officers
who have been asked

repeating their thumb
impressions, have been
in contact. They are
threatened to be
removed from ther
jobs,” JT leader claimed.

“If they had conduct-
ed direct election of
mavor, they knew well
of their weightage,”
Hafiz Maeem said.

He demanded re-elec-
tion in 1] union coun-
cils of Karachi.

“People have mandat-
ed the JI with massive
number of votes. We are
not those who were sold
over ministries. The
election commission has
an opporiunity 0 cor-
rect its actions, other-
wise we will hold a sit-
in on March 10 for an
indefinite period,” he
warned, INP
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ISLANMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi and First Lady Begum Samina Arif Alvi
in a group photo with the Board of Governors of Behbud Maternal and Children
Hospital Rawalpindi.

HEC to set up NAHE Regional

Two burnt alive
in Balochistan
road accident

QUETTA; Two people were
burnt alive in a road accident in
Balochistan province il
Wednesday

The accident occurred on RCD
Highway when a container and a
pick-up van hit.

huge fire broke out as the
Iranian-made pickup was carryin
oil, burning alive its driver an
cleamer. )

The driver of the container sus-
tained serious injuries, Levies
sources  said, adding that the
injured is shifted to a hospital.

The charred bodies were
refrieved after the fire was put
out. INP
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Center in Sindh

[SLAMABAD:The Higher last year while moving forward, administration in rforming ]‘ﬂ'\.-’Ed t{} be art
Education Commission (HEC),  two more are to be established in - their roles more c’Fﬁm?:nﬂ&J p P
Pakistan has finalized the Punjab and Sindh. The universities in Sindh suﬁr— of pr{}paganda
groundwork for establishing a In this regard, a two-day con-  ported the establishment of the 3
regional center of WNational sultative workshop was held NAHE regional center, recog- campaign

Academy of Higher Education
{(NAHE) in Karachi, Sindh,
EC, under its Higher
Development
cl, aims
to strengthen its Ngriflij, an aca-
demic wing of HEC launched in
2019 to improve the quality of
s el b
nance in higher education insti-
tutions (HEls) across Pakistan.

The
Education |
Pakistan (HEDP)

teaching, research, and

The establishment of
MNAHE ional centers

re;
envisiornedgj during the life of

HEDP project.

Addressing the immediate

need for a lack of quality

ing faciliies for academia in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Balochistan, two chapters were
notified in these two provinces

Sheikh

on medical grounds

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan Awami
League chief Sheikh
Rashid Ahmad wall
not appear in a dis-
trict  and sessions
court of Islamabad
today owing to his
ailment, in a case
pertaining to his alle-

ations against
akistan  People’s
Party (PPP) Co-

Chairman  Asif Al
Zardan for pi:}ll:%
to assassinate P
chief Imran Khan.
Sheikh Rashid has
submitted an appli-
cation in the court

Azam Nazeer
Tarar decides
not to take
salary, other
allowances

ISLAMABAD:
Minister of Law and
Justice Azam Nazeer
Tarar on Wednesday
decided not to take
salary or other
allowances as part of the
austenity MEASUres
announced by the feder-
al povernment.

zam WNazeer Tarar
penned down a letter to
the Cabinet secretary
stating that he would not
take salary, allowances
and other perks and
privileges from the min-

1stry, :

It is inent to men-
tion here that last
month, PM Shehbaz

Shanf announced aus-
terity measures o com-
bat the increasing infla-
fion,

As per details, the PM
said that auvsterity is the
top priority of the feder-
al povernment and it's
the need of this hour.

He said that life has
become tough for the
oor and we have to
earn lessons from the
ast and move forward

e elites have to play
an important role as the
entire nation is looking

at us.

PM  Shehbaz Sharif
urged ministers, SAPMs
and advisors, evervone
needs to sacrifice and
make efforts and support
austerty. i

The govermment will
sacrifice first then we
will ask others to
become part of the aus-
terity  drive. We will
fight against all the chal-

lenges  together, PM
Shehbaz Shanf
added. INP

Lovebirds commit suicide after
failing to tie knot

NANGARPARKAR
Bodies of a boy and a girl
have been found hanging
from a tree in Kotaro, a
suburban village of tehsil
MNangarparkar on
Thursday :

Police have said the
bodies are of lovebirds,
18-year-old Meena, who
was a ninth class smdent,
and Mithan Kolhi, a stu-
dent of intermediate.

Police have further
said both boy and girl
committed suicide after
they failed to marry each
other. : ’

And gince in
Hinduism, close relatives
cannot marry each other,

these two could not tie
the knot either as both
were closely related to
each other, the Force
explained.

adies have been shift-
ed to a nearby hospital
while further “investiga-
tion  is  underway.
Record increase in sui-
cides have been noticed
in  Tharparkar in the
ongoing vear as 20 such
incidents  have been
reported in the last two
months from the area so

far.

All the efforts made by
the government to control
suicide rate in Tharparkar
have failed since there is

only one psychiatrist to
cater 1o the entire popula-
tion of the area, consid-
ered to be the most back-
ward in entire Pakistan.

On the other hand, a
letter has been recovered
from the pocket of one of
the love birds in which
they have listed the rea-
sons for resorting to such
an extreme step. “Please
forgive us. Bul we cannot
live without each other,”
reads the letter.

Both have also request-
ed for not conducting
their  postmortem. They
have also requested for
their burial in the same
graveyard.

They have further
requested that their Eg,r-
ents and family members
are not caused inconven-
ience in_the name of
investigation since they
are commiting suicide of
th%&& |l"r'llrllll:vnj,,r and girl

ice sai ir
had to take their Ei%es
when the girl, Meena.
was engaged to a man
against her will

Their parents, on_ the
other hand, have said if
they knew that they loved
each other, they would
have allowed them to go
ahead with their mamalge
in complete disregard for
religious rituals, — NP

with the regional stakeholders of
Sindh on the establishment of
the NAHE regional center in U
Karachi here Thursday. The participants suggested

The workshop was chaired hg that the center should also be
Programme Coordinator, HEDP,  replicated in other regions of the
Dr. Mahmood-ul-Hassan Butt, province to meet their needs.
while more than 40 stakehold- The implementation of the
ers, including Chairman Sindh  revised _ Undergraduate
HEC, Vice Chancellors, and Education Policy {{E ) was
Deans, Some Vice Chancellors  also discussed in length, and
mentioned that their universiies  HEls extended their support to
have already developed human HEC for its implementation,
resource development activities They were also briefed on the
and expressed their desire tocol-  upcoming HEC imitiatives to
laborate with other universities.  further improve the higher edu-
The participants provided their cation system in the country.
valuable inputs on the envi- They suggested involving umi-
sioned role of the NAHE region-  versifies 1n designin, CE'JJ&CII}'
al center and how it would build  building programmes tor faculty
the capacities of faculty and and admimstration INP

nizing the importance of contin-
uous learning and improvement
in higher education.

ISLAMABAD: Amjad Shoaib,
a retired army officer, and his
YouTube channel is proved to be
part of an organised propaganda
campaign, it was surfaced on
Wednesday.

The FIA has completed the
forensics of Amjad Shoaib's
mobile phone and as per the
findings, his mobile turned out
to be an important tool of PTI
and Tmran Khan's negative prop-
aganda,

The detail of his cloze contacts
and conversation show the ex-
serviceman’s connections with
the persons involved in the cam-
paign targeting the state organs
and key figures.

PTIl leaders Asad Umar, Ali
Faidi, Usman Dar, Fawad
Chaudhry, Shibli Faraz, Zartaj
Gul, Farrukh Habib and Ghulam
Sarwar are included in the
WhatsApp circle of General
Amjad Sjil'maib.

His ties with notorious Adil
Raja and some journalists are too

in

four
WEre

train-

and

Rashid skips indictment

requesting for court had asked Sh date of March 15 as

exemption to attend Rashid Ahmad to he had to participate | found. Amjad spread rumours
court, He said he was  ensure his attendance in a conference, to | about Israall'; Prime Minister and
on bed restt The im the court on which the court | Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
medical report has Thursday (today). replied that the | visit to Qatar. Though the ex-

also been attached

: iiac orders of the high
with the application.

In the last hearing, :
court had been issued

i serviceman admitted in writing
Islamabad Police had

that the story was bogus, the

Judicial Magistrate presented a challan and they could not | YouTube propaganda went on,
Umar Bashir will against the AML  prolong the matter. A couple of days ago, he was
resume hearing of chief in the court and “We will see when | arrested on charges of inciting
the Zardari remarks Judicial Magistrate the trial staris,” stat- | public servants against the state

Umar Bashir fixed ed Judicial
the date of March 2 Magistrate Bashir.
for indictment. ~ The judicial mag-
~ During the hear- istrate had also
H‘Iljg, Rashid request- returned the AML
ed the court to give a  chief’s request INP

and the government, Amjad
Shoaib deleted WhatsApp data
before FIA summons, bul foren-
sics  dug  everything  out.
Following the leads, more reve-
lations are expected. NP

case against Sheikh
Rashid Ahmad. The
district and sessions
court had to indict
AML Chief Sheikh
Rashid today. The

o i b v s
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n time.

make fast decisions

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Anf Alvi on Thursday underlined the need for inculcating the spirit of
fast decision-making in bureaucracy to improve service delivery and achieve the desired goals well

He said that the slow decision-making process by the bureaucracy resulted in poor governance as
well as hampering the progress of the country. _

The President made these remarks while chairing a meeting of the Board of Governors of the
MNational School of Public Policy (NSPP), at Alwan-e-Sadr,

The meeting was attended by

Secretary Establishment Division
Executive Committee of BoG of NSPP Nadeem

e Special Secretary Finance Division Awais Manzur Sumra, Special

smat Tahira ﬁt?ctbor NSPP Dr ljaz Munir, and Secretary of
anoun.

Members of BoG Javed Sadig Malik, Muneer Kamal, Zaid bin Magsood, Muhammad Hanif
Channa, and Dr Hafeez Ahmad Jamali attended the meeting via video link,

- — |
—
M
— i -
]|
"

WASHINGTON DC: mhnﬁsadur Masood Khan during a meetng with Michael K. McGovern,

::;? |

[

Chair International PolioPlus Committee, at Embassy of Pakistan.

LHC rejects
contempt petition
against Rana
Sanaullah

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
(LHC} on Thursday tumed down a
petition seeking contempt proceedings
against Interior  Minister  Rana

anaullah for allegedly acamjai!smg
the judiciary through an audio lea
invalving former Punjab chief minis-
ter Chaudhry Parvez Elahi and his

Iawﬁr.

LHC Justice Abid Aziz Shaikh
issued a written verdict, stating that
the petitioner did not provide any ewi-
dence and transcript of the leaked
audio. It said the case was declared
inadmissible as the petitioner was not
victim in the case.

Last week, the judge had reserved
the verdict after hearing arsuments of
petitioner Shahid Rana who argued
that the minister hurt the privacy of a
lawyer and his client by 1e.akm§_ the
audio. He said contempt procee ;:%gs
should be imitiated against him for
“ridiculing” _qudlmalg and taking
unconstitutional step. During the hear-
ing, the judge had remarked that the
Supreme Court was also looking into
the maiter and inquired if forensic
examination of the audio had been
conducted, When petitioner said the
intenor minister attempted to defame
the judiciary, Justice Shaikh remarked:
“MNow, you don't need to worry. We
will handle it”.

Rana Sanaullah s CIP to take
notice of Parvez Elaht's alleged audio

On Feb 16, Mr Sanaullah in a press
conference run a audio tape of an
alleged  conversation  between
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi and his coun-
sel, Supreme Court Bar Association
President Abid Shahid Zuberi. The
minister claimed that the former chief
minister wanted fo get a case fixed
before his favourite judge in a bid to
get desirable verdict. ]

He also appealed the Chief Tustice
of Pakistan (CIP) Justice Umar Ata
Bandial to take notice of pu?urmd
audio of former Punjab CM Parvez
Elahi. He also demanded the forensic
test of the former CM's alleged leaked
audio tape. "If the former Punjab CM
is found guilty after the forensic, then
the matter should be presented before

the  judicial commitiee,”  he
remarked INP
Fawad sees

electricity surcharge
as 'punishment for
paying bills'

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) senior vice president
Fawad Chaudhry said on Thursday the
surcharge of Rs3.23 per umit of elec-
IEr_LEr.'!:lty was punishment for paying the

ill.

His statement comes in the wake of
the government’s imposition of a
power surcharge of up to Rs3.23 per
unit on electricity consumers through-
out the country from July 1, 2023,
kowtowing to another demand placed
bﬁdlhe International Monetary Fund
(IMF} ahead of the staff-lev re-
ment (SLA} on the direly needed eco-
nomic bailout Taking to Twitter, he
wraote, “Inflation is breaking the back
of the middle class and the incompe-
tent government puts a new burden on
the nation ew:li day. A new surcharge
of Rs3.23 on the electricity bill is an
injustice as those who pay ihe bill will
also have to pay for others. This tax is
q;stra mishment for paying [that]

il

Maryam
to address
PML-N
convention in
Gujranwala

GUIRANWALA: Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N
Senior Vice President and Chie
Organizer Maryam Nawaz will
address party workers® convention
in Gujranwala, the city of wrestlers,
on March 3 (Friday),

With this announcement, the local
PML-N activists have swung into
action for the finalization of
arrangements in Ghulam Hussain
Park. " INP

‘JAIL BHARO
TEHREEK’: LHC

moved for recovery of
Zulfi Bukhari

LAHORE: PTI leader Fawad was not being provided with food
Chaudhry on Thursday filed a and necessary medicine by the
habeas corpus petittion in the supenintendent.

Lahore High Court (LHC) seekin Fawad requested the court to set
recovery of party leader Zulfi aside Zulfi Bukhari's detention
Bukhari from “improper, 1He§_‘al order as being “unlawful and ille-
and unlawful” custody of the gal” and pass a direction for his
Puwb olice, ) production before the court,

1 leader Zulfi Bukhari had Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
voluntarily offered his arrest  Chairman Imran Khan Wednesday

under the party’s “Jail Bharo announced the suspension of the
Tehreek” émuﬂ amrest dnve}) on  “lail Bharo Tehreek™ after the
the call of party chairman Imran  Supreme Court (SC) verdict on
Khan. Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

The petitioner has made Punjab
police, the Punjab government
and others as respondents,

The petition stated that Zulfi
Bukhan courted arrest in
Rawalpindi under the party’s *Jail
Bharo phreek‘andl’u:g‘a Rglice
had shifted former SAPM to
“unidentified location”.

(KP) polis.

Taking to Twitter, the former
premier_had said the _?ﬁrtﬁ Was
suspending  its “Jm haro
Tehreek and moving forward with
election campaigns in KP and
e he responsibility of t

t was t nsibility of the
Supreme Court to uphold the

The petition said that Bukhan Constitution and they have
was in the “illegal and improper  valiantly done that through their
custody™ of the respondents and  judement today. INF

Pakistan a
potential market for
Chinese EVs

President urges bureaucracy to

Speaking on the occasion, the President underlined the need for imparting modem knowledge and
techniques to civil servants to ensure good governance and efficient service delivery.

He asked the Rector of NSPP to inculcate the spirit of fast decision-making among the civil ser-
vants getting training at NSPP, besides adopting best international traiming practices to improve the

decision-maki

The Board o
mternees. The President advised that suitab
the capacity of voung professionals.

rocess as well as enhance the efficienc _ _
overnors approved the Fmpl:rsaI to allow NSPP to hire young professionals as
e and efficient internees may be hired in order to enhance

of the civil servants.

The meeting also approved the u %[;datiun of Computer Operators from BPS-11 to BPS-16 with

the change of nomenclatures as IT

icers in all National Institutes of Management in the country.
The Board also accorded approval to the proposal for adopti
ees in BPS-1 to BPS-16 as per the Finance Division’s Office

special dispensation for the employ-
emorandum of 14 February Z{JZfII&"P

Thar Coal providing cheap
energy to millions of
households: Report

ISLAMABAD: Inside the Thar Block-1 Integrated
Coal Mine Power Project, an open-pit coal mine with
an annual lignite output of 7.2 million tons and a total
capacity of 1,320 megawatts, is providing the most
ﬁuﬁl— ective energy to millions of Pakistam house-

olds,

Gul Hassan, a mm:ng
Resources int.} Ltd. (S5
safety checks. _ _ )

He proudly told Gwadar Pro in an interview after
being named an outstanding staff member of CPEC
projects by the Chinese embassy, "The Thar Block-1
project has been instrumental in transforming the lives
of people in Thar." "The opportunity to be a part of this
desert & oasis means a lot to me”

While strictly implementing safeg,! conirol measures
for mining, stripping, dumping, and traffic in open pit
coal mines himself, Gul Hassan also translated Chinese
mine managetment materials such as "Coal Mine Safety
Regulations” into lish and Urdu and nized
training for 5,000 Pakistani employees cumulatively,
by ﬁp&-cta.i? and by post.

Gul said the project management team has taken
multiple measures to ensure safety, e conserva-
tion, and emission reduction to maintain ecological
balance. ) _

It nommally cames out “safe production month®
activities, organizes hidden danger screening, regula-
tions, and competitions, and popularizes awareness of
safety and environmental responsibility.

Punjab CM
Naqvi visits
Raiwind Tablighi
Markaz

LAHORE: Punjab
Chief Minister Svyed
Muohsin Raza MNagvi on
Thursday wvisited the
Raiwind  International
Tablighi Markaz, where
he met Ameer of
International ~ Tablighi
Jamaat Maulana Ahmed
Laat, Maulana Faroog and

enginesr with Sino Sindh
RL), 15 carmying out routine

Aszembly
High Court

other clerics. | holding of by-elections on the vacant
Chief Minister Mohsin | seats.
Magvi was informed The counsel for PTI said that Aftab

about the activities for
spreading the teachings of
Islam. .

On_ the occasion, CM
Magqvi said that Tablighi
Jamaat is  rendering
invaluable r';ﬁrr'ir:]ces fﬂé

tion am amn
ﬁlrgﬁhggse who do so ben-

MNajeeh
approached the SHC.

scheduled for March 16,

Siddiqui, Saifur Rehman Khan, Faheem
Khan, Attaullah Khan, Aftab JTahangir,
Haroon  and  others

At the outset of the heanng, the PTI
counsel urged the court to hear the case
on an urgent basis as by-elections are

Meanwhile, a clean and beautiful Thar is being built
through afforestation and environmental protection
techniques, } :

Thar is a relatively underdevel _area. Thar
Block-1 Integrated Coal Mine Power Project has pro-
vided more than 18,000 direct em;]:éoym_em opportuni-
ties for the locals, and Mazhar Ali Khan is one of those
who, like Gul Hassan, has inspired the other
demonstrated the Thar spirit. )

As a bridee between the Mational Power Control
Center (NPCC) and the operation team, Mazhar Ali
Khan's work has greatly contnbuted to the grid con-
nection of the power station,

When he joined Thar Coal Block-1 Power
Generation (Pvt.) Ltd, in 2021 {TCB-1), Mazhar Ali
worked assiduously on the initial enermzation of the
E.lm ect and also independently corresponded with the
NPCC on the back-feeding and energization work.

Starting with the coal mills from DJCS, he went on to
witness their proper functioning at a local site after
conducting a iwo-hour imal test. Despite being
assigned with_another difficult task to participate in
"GCB" commissioning, Mazhar Al Khan refused to
give up and quoted, "Never give up; there 1s a light
after dark."

and

_Plaving a wital role in performing all the comms-
sioming tests on the GCB, particularly the "electrical
resistance test" Mazhar Ali Khan went inside the
ECB's{Mu{;nﬁned chamber and stayed there for almost 5

CHITS.

Former PT1 MNAS move
SHC for early hearing on
resignations

KARACHI: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’s {[P’T'] former members National
MNAs) from Karachi on

Thursday once ﬁgam approached Sindh
_ (SHC) for an immediate
hearing on a plea against the NA speak-
er acceptln%:’hen' resignations and the

“The by-elections are scheduled for
March 16 but SHC has fixed March 21
as the date for hearing a case regardmg
NA resighations,” he told court an
requested for an early hearing of the
case.

At this, the SHC issued notice to the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
and fixed March 7 as the date for hear-
'm% PTI MNAs’ resignation plea.

n the petition, they maintained that
after the LHC verdict, the speaker could
not issue any notification regarding
acceptance of the resignations.

The petiticners further prayed court to
suspend the ECP notifications as case is
alread lﬁendmg in Lahore High Court
{LHC{ P

have

efit both the religion and
the world,

Furthermore, Maulana
Ahmed Laat and Maulana
Farooq prayed for the sta-
bility, peace, and unity of
the Muslim world as well
as the advancement of
Islam as a faith, .

A proposal o build a

BELING: Global sales of pure
electric wvehicles (EVs) sur
68% to reach 7.8 mullion in 2022,

accounting for 10% of the market

share for the first tme, as per pre-
liminary statistics from Lﬂas&d
auto market research company
ALG and plobal EV database
provider EV-volumes.

According to a Gwadar Pro's
report, over half of the pure EV
sales has been registered in China,
In 2022, the sales of pure electric
vehicles prew 81.6% to 5.365 mil-

lion in the country, data from
China’s ministry industry and
information technol shows,

In a January press briefing, the
ministry said China's new energy
vehicle production. and sales have
ranked first in the world for eight
conseculive years.

In 2022 alone, the country's
production and sales of new ener-
v vehicles reached 7.058 million

and 6887 million respectively in
2022, mcu%ying a global market
share of 25.6%.

similar EV boom can also be
seen in Europe, In 2022, Eu
witnessed a 29%% increase in the
sales of pure electric vehicles to
1.58 million. The market penetra-
tion rate of pure electric vehicles
in Germany, the UK, and France
reached 18%, 17%, and 14%,
respectively. In  Germany, the
largest automotive market in
Europe, the proportion of electric
vehicle production to new car pro-
duction reached 25%, and over
30% of newly registered cars were
electric vehicles.ncouraging signs
are also observed in other coun-
tries and regions including
Pakistan, The South Asian country
produced its first EV in 2022 after
the  Pakistani governiment
unveiled a series of incentive poli-
cies including INFP

NEPRA refuses to
accept increase in power
charges by govt

ISLAMABATD: The National
Electric  Power Regularity
Authority {HNEPRA) on
Thursday refused to accept the
federal government’s request for
an increase in power surcharge,

The government had filed a
petition requesting a surcharge
of Rs3.82 for consumers, fol-
lowing the support of additional
power prces during the ECC
meeting.

However, Nepra Chairman
Tauseef H. Faroogi objected to
the request, citing that con-
sumers who had paid their bills
were already being charged a
surcharge of Rs3.39, while those
who had not paid were still
recerving rehef.

He also expressed his frustra-
tion, questioning why the gov-
emment sought approval from

Mepra when it had the power to
impose surcharges itself.

he director general tanff
clarified that Mepra had the
authority to dismiss the sur-
charge. _

As a resull, Nepra decided to
discuss the power surcharge
approval with power holding
companies for imposition.

A day ago, the tederal govern-
ment approved a power sur-
charge on consumers for the
next fiscal year, in a move
aimed at covering losses, payin
debts, and providing financial
assistance 1o the electricity sec-
tor.

This move came after pressure
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) for Pakistan to
implement certain conditions for
a staff-level agreement INP

mosque with a capacity of
one million worshippers

as per the design of || .

Masjid-e-Nabwi _at the
International ~ Tablighi
Markaz was also suggest-

ed.

The CM also assured
full cooperation in the
mosque construction proj-
ect.

Lt Gen (retd)
Amjad Shoaib
acquitted in
incitement case

ISLAMABAD: A district
and sessions courl in
Islamabad has acquitted Lt
General (retired) Amjad
Shoaib in a cose perfnining
to inciting the public

minst state institulions on

wrsday,

As per details, the court
ordered to immediately
release Lt. General (retired)
Amjad Shoaib from the
case,

Eartier, the district and
Sessions court remanded
Lt. General {retired) Amjad
Shoaib inte police custody
for three days,

Shoaib’s lawver in his
arguments before the court
had said his client is a patn-
otic citizen who fought the
wars of 1965 and 1971, He
also pleaded with the court
to quash FIR against his
client, which was opposed
by the prosecutor.

It is pertinent to mention
here that lieutenant General
{retired) Amjad Shoaib was
arrested bw the Islamabad
police on charges of incit-
ing the public against
national  instilutions  on
early Monday moming.

Sowrces had said that a
First Information Report
(FIR) was filed last evening
against the former army

officer at the Ramna NP

b8
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FISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhamma

ederal .

d Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of

ISLAMABAD: Abdulaziz Hamad Al

jomaih, Managin

Director, Aljomaih
Holding Company Limited called on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, at Finance Division.

Keamari Deaths: Report
points out dangerous
chemicals presence

KARACHI: The environment depart-
ment on Thursday report submitted in
Sindh High Court disclosed presence of
dangerous chemicals at Karachi Port in
Ali Muhammad Goth mystery deaths
g ed in the ligh

A police report, prepared in the light
of the Sindh Envfrcrnment Protection
Apency (SEPA) probe, submitted in the
high court. )

“The SEPA team witnessed smoke on
February 17 at KPT Terminals 15 and
16," according to the report
“U_rnl'r}rg!a'nc imported raw material was
being dumped at those terminals.”
police st in its report, “Dangerous
chemicals were found at containers
parked at terminals for long time,”
according to report,

“The air quality in the area has wors-
ened by a rating from 2.5 to 10" the
report said. “Prevalence of tiny particles
in the area posing threat to the popula-
tion™,

“Tt 15 responsibility of the Karachi

Port Trust (K to ensure complete
enforcement of the environment laws.
The port authority has failed to ensure
improvement of the environment and air
quality,” according to report,

“The residents are being affected from
poisonous and lethal gases owing to the
n_f{:%lllgmca of the KPT,” report stated.
“The air quality found 1o be extremely
dangerous for human health and the
environment,” according to report.

“The reports of tests will point out the
cause of deaths. The tamilies of
deceased don’t want any legal proceed-
ings in the matter,” the police concluded
n its repoat,

It is to be mentioned here that, ahead
of recent deaths in Al Muhammad
Croth, at least 14 deaths had been report-
ed in February 2020, whereas more than
300 patients complained having breath-
ing problem in Keaman port area and
hospitahized amid offloading of & con-
signment of soybean cargo from a
ship. INP

LHC dismisses
contempt plea in
election case

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
{Li:{.‘.} on Thursday d:&sdmissad plea
seekifg contempt proceedin inst
the Election Commigsion U?SP:E?EIHH

and others in the Punjab elections delay

case.
The LHC judge Justice Jawad Hassan
dismissed the plea of Azhar Siddig
advocate seeking contempt proceedings
after the judge of the Supreme Court in
the elections delay the case .
 The SC has ordered to hold elections
in Punjab and KP within 90 days, the

|| judge remarked and observed there was

na need to take up a contempt plea.

Justice Hassan while nmm%’lhappmess
on the face of ECP's lawyer hoped that
elections will be held on ime.

It may be noted thai the Supreme
Court in'a split verdict, has ordered ECP
to hold elections in Punjab, KP within
90 days.Earlier, the Lahore High Court
{LHC§ ordered the lection

Commission of Pakistan {ECP) 1o

organise by-polls in Pun}ab within three

months The LHC's  Justice Jawad

Hassan announced the reserved verdict

on Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)

gﬁitmﬂ seeking the court orders for
njab by-polls.

In a 16-page short verdict, the high
court ordered the election commission
for organising by-polls in Punjab within
90 days, ’

Thé LHC judge Justice Jawad Hassan
dismissed the plea of Azhar Siddig
advocate _sbekmgrccmlempt proceedings
after the judge of the Supreme Court in
the elections delay the case.

The SC has red to hold elections
in Punjab and KP within 90 days, the
judge remarked and observed there was
no need to take up a contempt plea,

Justice Hassan while noting happiness
on the face of ECP’s lawyer {:EPM that
elections will be held on fime IN




