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PM Shehbaz sees 'more
“Iburden' on masses as Pakistan
scrambles to secure IMF deal

Equipping vouth with higher
education is not less than
revolution: Governor

PTI Balochistan stages
demo against possible arrest
of Imran Khan

Manan Mandokhail
News Desk

QUETTA Pakistan Tehrik e
Insaf {PTI) Balochistan staged
protest demonstrations against
the possible amest of former

rime minister Imran Khan on
‘uesday evening. The PTI
workers blocked the main air-
Enrt road and suspended all
inds of traftic against the pos-
sible arrest of Imran Khan,

Keeping
continue their
protest,Syed
Zahoor Agha

“Our protest would continue
until the PTI command orders”,
Syed Zahoor Agha, the Former
Governor of Balochisian said,
He said the party workers were
committed to kéeping continue
their protest as per the direc-
tives of the PTI chief and other
central leaders

PT1 workers also blocked
roads in . Chaman, Killa
Abdullah, Ziarat, Khuzdar, and
other parts of Balochistan to
vent their anger They created
obstacles and stopped the traf-
fic. Passengers remained the
waorst sufferers of the agitation
by the former ruling party’s
workers,

Protests against
Khan's possible
arrest erupt
across Pakistan

. "We will not leave this
imported government™, the for-
mer Governor of Balochistan,
Syed Zahoor Agha said. Mr
Agha joined the protest on air-
port road Cuetta. Strict security
measures were adopted by the
administration to ensure peace
on the eve of the PT1 protest in
guetta_ and other parts of

alochistan.

In response, PTI workers
have staged protests across
major  cities including

7 I

Karachi, Faisalabad, Sarzodha,
Vehari, Peshawarand Mianwali
— resulting in injuries to police
pf:rlst:unm:[ and PTIT workers as
Wi

Police fire tear
gas to disperse
workers acting as
"human shield"

A team of Islamabad police
has been in Lahore since yes-
terday to comply with the court
orders to ammest the PTI chair-
man — who faces a number of
cases in different cities,

The riot police, although
observing restraint, are using
water canons and firing teargas
to disperse the party's workers
as they move ahead in their
quest to armest Khan. 5

The law enforcers are in
Zaman Park in line with court

orders as on Monday, a district
and sessions court in [slamabad
restored the former prime min-
ister's non-bailable arrest war-
rant in the Toshakhana case.

Last week, the IHC suspend-
ed the non-bailable arrest war-
rant for Khan issued by the
local court issued due to the
PTI chief's continuous absence
and directed him to appear
before the lower court on
March 13 — and he failed to
comply with the orders vet
again.

Additional
riot police called
in to control
simmering
situation

This is the second time in
less than 10 days that the police
have arrived at Zaman Park to
apprehend the deposed prime
minister. Taking exceplion 1o
the developments, President
Arnf Alvi sasd he was "deeply
saddened by today's events®.

"Poor pnonties of [govern-
ment] of a country that should
focus on economic misery of
the people.” he said, slammin
the Shehbaz Sharisssssssf-]
administration in the centre.

Amid the clashes betwéen
the PTI's workers and  the

olige,  the iart s Vice

hairman  Shah  Mahmood
Qureshi said that the leadership
is ready to find out a “possible
wa_?: aut” to avert bloodshed.

[he PTI wvice chairman,
while addressing a press con-
ference at Zaman Park.

Army ‘not available’
for election duty due

to security

situation,

ECP told

The Election
Commission_of Pakistan
(!EC]" was informed on
Tuesday that the Pakistan
Army will not be avail-
able” for poll-related
duties due 1o the preva-
lent  security  situation
within the country and on
the borders.

=

Over the past few
months, the law and order
situation in the country
has worsened, with ter-
rorist groups executing
attacks with near impuni-
ty across the country
Since the talks with the
banned militant group
Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan broke down in
November, the militant
group has intensified its
attacks, particularly tar-
sefing  the police in

hyber Pakhtunkhwa and
areas bordering
Afghanistan R

eparately, provincial
elections for the Punjab
Assembly are scheduled
for April 30 while KP
Governor Haji Ghulam
All said earlier today that
he has suggested May 28
as the election date in the
province A press release
issued from the electoral
body said that three
Important meehngs were
held today wunder the

chairmanship of Chief
Election Commissioner
(RE.;EC} Sikandar Sultan

a

{'he press release said
that in the third meeting,
Defence Secretary Lt Gen
{rewd) Hamood Uz Zaman
Khan and Additional
Secretary  May  Gen

Khurram Sarfraz Khan
briefed the CEC and ECP
officials on the country™s
phreva_i]gm %IILEJIMII:JH and
the military’s ment
within E’:E:rstmegi13}rm1 its
borders."They said that
the army attaches impor-
tance to its basic duties
in which the security of
the borders and the coun-
trgl' is its first priority.
They said that the army 15
not available for election
duty at this time due to
the present situation in
the country,” the press
release reads The defence
ministry officials said that
the current economic situ-
ation of the country was
also affecting the army.

However, they added
that in the end it would be
the government's deci-
sion whether it kept the
military restricted 1o its
primary duties or appoint-
ed it for secondary tasks
such as election-related
duties. Web Desk
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20,000 students have been studving This is
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Balochistan, already lagging behind other
provinces in terms of key social indicators
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Their current year budget is not yet
) by the Senate. Many statutory EUSI-
tions are filled on an ad-hoc basis and

is diverted
any approval.

Tue-

the Balochistan government have been less
instrumental/effective in addressing the
financial woes of universities

_ The educational institutions at the most
immingnt nsk are  the autonomous
Balochistan University of Information
Technol E%memng and Management
Sciences (BU ME]?. and the Umiversity
of Balochistan, which have almost finan-
cially collapsed.

BUITEMS
protesting against
non-payment of
salaries

Ernl'l_F%ees and faculty members of
BUITEMS have been protesting against
the nom-payment of their salanes. They
also complain that the administration has
also ped other perks and prnrlle%e_s.

After the 18th amendment bill, higher

education 15 a provincial subject and now
the Chief Minister Balochistan has more
administrative powers than the Governor
The power of the appointment of vice-
chancellors relies upon the search commit-
tee headed by the CM rather than the
Governor.

students studying in
both universities

In both wmiversities, currently, over

Education becomes the first casualty of a
financial crisis in universities. The employ-
ees and faculty members are right in
demanding their salaries and privileges.

However, a senior administration official
in one of the two universities revealed that
they {universities) have appointed a huge
number of contract and ad-hoc employees
with the approval of the concerned fora-
Syndicate and Senate.

Recruitment of
blue-eyed on ad-hoc
basis one of the
reasons behind

financial crisis

New programs are started without
appi'nvairﬁ%r:l the syndicate or sen:Itel}i

eyed ones are adjusted instead of properly
advertising them,

The current VO of BUITEMS has
remained as VC for around 17 vears, which
is 4 record tenure, the official revealed.
This key official terms these issues as the
underlying reasons behind the current
financial crisis.

Universities
cannot afford
Sfurther agitation

These two key universities cannot afford
further agitations and strikes, It is the core
responsibility of the Balochistan govern-
ment to address the financial crisis and
order an inquiry into the recruitment and
launching of new programs withoul any
approval. Only, ruthless accountability and
stnet financial discipline can stop these
universities from financial collapse

2 killed in Khuzdar

Balochistan expl

Thrar Akmed

At least two people were killed
and seven imjured in a bomb explo-
sion in Balochistan’s Khuzdar city

S

osion

Equipping youth with higher
education is not less than

revolution: Governor

on Tuesday evening, Police sources
said a vehicle was targeted through
an_improvised explosive device
(1ED} in the Do Talwar Chowk area
of Khuzdar Two le identified
as Haji Amanullah and Naveed
were killed in the attack. However,
seven people were mjured n the
blast. The injured were rushed to
the Khuzdar district headquarters
hospital for medical treatment. An
emergency was declared in the hos-
pital to provide medical treatment

to the injured by the blast. Khuzdar
police reached the spot as an inves-
tigation into the madent went

underway. Secunity was tightened
in and around Khuzdar in the after-
math of the attack.

PM Shehbaz sees 'more
burden' on masses as Pakistan
scrambles to secure I

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
sees “more burden" coming on the
already inflation-hil masses moy-
ing forward as Pakistan scrambles
and meets the International
Monetary Fund's {IMF) conditions
for reviving the stalled $1.1 billion
loan tranche.

Islamabad had been hosting an
[MF mission since early Febmari,'
to negotiate the terms of a deal,
including the adoption of policy
measures to manage its fiscal
deficit ahead of the annual budget
due around June. i

The funds are part of a 36.5 bil-
lion bailout package the IMF
approved in 2019 which analysts
say is critical if Pakistan is to avoid
defaulting on external debt obliga-

|
tions. Duning an interview on Geo
Mews' programme "Capital Talk",
the pime minister said that when
he came into power, he and his
partners were aware that the situa-
tion was very bad and that Pakistan

MF deal

was on the brink of default.

But what he did not know was
"that Imran Khan had completel
gone back on the promises he made
with the IMF, and 1 was also not
aware that [IMF's] trust in Pakistan
was also damaged to adgreat deal".

The premier also said that due to
Khan's repeated backtracking, the
Washington-based lender is forcing
Pakistan to implement the pre-con-
ditions for unlocking the loan
tranche. "Definitely, these condi-
tions resulted in burdening the
masses and they will be burdened
further. 1 absolutely acknowledge
this," the prime minister said, men-
tioning that "hardworking
Pakistanis will be burdened by
this."Web Desk
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“Equipping the youth of the
remote areas of Balochistan with
the jewel of higher education is no
less than a revolution”, Governor
Balochistan Malak Abdul Wali
Kakar stated University is basical-
ly the highest center of education
and training for the new generation.

Mr Kakar expressed these views
while addressing the participants of
first convocation  of Loralai
University on Tuesday. Mr. Kakar

raised the conscious efforts of

mversity of Loralal  Vice
Chancellor Dr. Magsood Ahmed
and his entire team and congratulat-
ed the graduating students. .

A large number of provincial
assembly members Akhtar Hussain
Lanzove, Ahmed WNawar Baloch,
local authorities, parents and stu-
dents were also present on this
occasion. Addressing the partici-
pants of the first convocation of

oralat University, Governor
Balochistan said that the education
of the university has been of key
importance for the improvement,
protection and prosperity of the
soclety.

Participation in the first convoca-
tion of the Umiversity of Lorelai is a
source of pride ?.ndén_',-' for all of us.
He sard that this educational insti-
tution established in 2012 has
become able today by the grace and
grace of Allah that the students here
are going fo graduate with an
honor. The Governor also congratu-
lated all the graduates, their parents
and teachers who guided them in

this educational journey.
The importance and usefulness
of girls” education in the present era
cannot be demed Because women
constitute mote than half of our
total population, their education
and training is the backbone for the
development of both the nation and
the society. An educated and
knowledgeable mother ¢an provide
proper education and training to her
children

This day is the result of tireless
efforts of teachers, attention of par-
ents and hard work of students.
Govemnor Balochistan Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar said that the
establishment of University of
Loralai was also implemented
under this need He expressed the
beliel that this prestigious educa-
tional institution will continue the
journey of educational develop-
ment in the same way and will play
an important role in enlightenin
the region with modern researc
and skills. Governor Balochistan
said that equipping the vouth of the

remote areas of Balochistan with
the jewel of hl%]tE,_J’ education is no
less than a revolution in the field of
education. :
The importance and usefulness
of girls” education in the present era
cannot be denied because women
constitute more than half of our
total population, their education
and traimng is the backbone for the
development of both the nation and
the society. An educated and
knu:uwledgzeabt_e mother can provide
proper education and training to her
children. ]

_ Earlier, Governor Balochistan
formally imaugurated the Law
College and Main Library in the
Frcrﬂ[st:s of University of Loralai.
rovernor Balochistan Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar distributed cer-
tificates to the graduates of
University of Loralai. Later, the
governor of Balochistan met sepa-
rately with the elders of the region
and ‘assured them of solving the
E‘nblems and problems faced by

em
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The power and energy crisis
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Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and apprehen-
sions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist political parties,

The census staff 15 yet to reach the people living in urban parts of the
I;.ruvince. What to speak about the remote areas of the ]gmv'mce, which covers

alf of the country in terms of area and houses only

Pakistan.

6% population of entire

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan

Specific law and order situations, m

ed mountains, long distances, plains,

and administrative issues make it very difficult to make sure proper and aceu-
rate counting of all individuals in Balochistan

As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% population of

the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. It is ironic fate if this
meager population is not counted properly during the census of 2023,

Census also a sensitive topic in Balochistan

Like in some cities of Pakistan, census’enumeration is also considered to be
one of the sensitive topics in Balochistan, Almost all pohitical parties are skep-
tical about the process of the current enumeration/census.

The Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of Afghan

refugees in the censuséu_mcess and fear that this would bring a demographic
i

milarly, the Pashtoon nationalist parties fear that their

change in Balochistan

{ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored under the garb of Afghan

refugees.

Balochistan makes up only 6% population of the entire country

The resource-rich province of Balochistan has a nominal representation in the
parliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a total of 342,
The province has no say in the formation of the federal government, and distn -
bution of development funds under the federal public sector development pro-
gram (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share of 6% percent in services is
swallowed by Islamabad through fake domiciles.

Balochistan is lags,jng behind all other provinces in terms of key social indi-
cators including education, health, sanitation and clean drinking water,
MNevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of the

waorst EOVETnance.

To be precise, all political parties shnuldcgsut their heads together and bury the

hatchet and come u

with one point agen

should be conducted before it 15 already late.

a that a fair and transparent census
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Pakistan’s power and
energy crisis has reached
crisis proportons. The
power sector’s circular
debt of Rs2377 billion -
combined with Rsl 400
billion of the gas sector —
and  Rs6D billion
pavable to PSO speak
volumes of our bad man-
agement and the unsus-
tarnable  structure  of
power-and-energy-sector
governance.

Our power sector struc-
ture is flawed — a combi-
nation of wmrn% %ene_:ra-
tion sources, defective
transmission and distribu-
tion  system, poor bill
recovery and demand
management mechanism,

The failure to plan a
balanced energy mix
ratio, including an opti-
mal mix of renewables
and thermal-based
spurces has resulted in a
disproportionate reliance
on thermal-based sources
of meer generation ie

B4 per cent, The plan-
ning tailure on the supply
side has also contributed
1o the present situation.

Supply side planning in
Pakistan was predicated
on ambitious projections
of industrial growth. The
lack of industnal devel-
opment put paid to all
optimistic assumptions of
power  consumption
resulting in a perennial
imbalance between
demand and supply, The
total installed capacity of
43, 775MW in Pakistan
unfortunately does not
get utilized due to lack of

industrial demand and
poor transmission and
distnbution systems.

Pakistan = developed
thermal-based IPPs to
cater  for rojected

demand in the 19905 with
zenerous ROL incentives
or IPP owners through
attractive  tariff  and
capacity payment terms.
[n simple terms, the 1PPs
had to be paid even if
they were not producing
electricity becanse of the
“take or pay’ provision of
power purchase agree-
ments. ;
Our present generation
capacity — that touches a
peak of 30,000MW once
a while in extreme weath-
er conditions t—:ssr:maﬂy
in summer and then
plummets down signifi-
cantly — compels us to
keep the generation
capacity on 1dle even
when not in demand,
resulting in hefty capacity
payments to [PPs. The
demand and production

%aa.ﬂ of electricity in
istan is widening
against the demand o

120,392GWH, only
87324 GWH was pro-

duced in  2018-19.
According to a LUMS
Energy Institute (LEID)

repori, Pakistan with a
base load requirement of
& 000MW caters to a
demand load of approxi-
mately 20,000MW in
extreme weather condi-
tions for which it has an
installed capacity of over
40,000MW, ;

The impact of this

imbalance is an increase
in the cost of power gen-
eration, which, for politi-
cal reasons, 1s not passed
on to end consumers and
keeps piling up in the
shape of circular debt.
Combined with poor bill
recovery and transmis-
sion and distribution loss-
es, the volume of circular
debt keeps rising .

_ Also, the demand side
is not satisfactory. On the
demand front, Pakistan
needs the actual base load
of 8 0000W. Due to sea-
sonal needs - keeping
houses and offices cool in
summer and warm _in
winter— the demand often
rises 1o 30,000MW

It 15 safe to say that
Pakistan uses costly
power generated mostly
through imported fossil
fuels to cool walls and
roofs at subsidized rates.
This indeed is an ineffi-
cient way of using costly
electricity.

Now even if the tempo-
Eﬂr{edcmand N summer
spikes to 30, (0O0MW, the
solution is demand man-
agement — which 15
avoided to keep con-
stituencies happy. There
could be several solutions
to  this  over-capacity
issue, and one of those is
to increase our industrial
capacity so that the pres-
ent base load could be
taken up from 8,000MW
w14, 000MW to reduce
the adverse impact of idle
capacity,

he present arrange-
ment spending $[00

billion on_capacity pay-
ments to [PPs for main-
taining the capacity that
caters to the requirement
of our domestic needs -
air conditioning mostly —
is the most nefficient
way of utlllzmﬁ;;lnwer.
Mast of our § are
tfrontloaded through high
capital expenditure
(CAPEX) and have lon
tenors of debt and tari

The renegotiation of the
loan tenor and tanff terms
15 an option to bring
down the cost of genera-
tion, But this is pnl; a
partial solution which has
not bome fruit in the Ipast.

The state of the oil and
gas sector is also not
enviable as the country
has consumed 798 per
cent and 66 per cent of
the ol and gas reserves.
With the cheap domestic

as sources drying up
ast, Pakistan is likely 1o
rum out of domestic natu-
ral resources by 2030,
Pakistan is purchasin
costly liquefied natura
sas and putting that into
T86,000km-long pipeline
infrastructure to bumn it in
domestic stoves.

The government is pur-
chasing gas at a cost of
S§16/mmbtu and selling it
at a cost of 52-6/mmbiu
to rural and urban domes-
tic consumers. The result-
ing gap in price recovery
— plus gas thefts and
transmission losses due to
poor  infrastructure —
results in the gas seclor’s
circular debt. This state of
affairs 15 unsustamable.

We need long-term struc-
tural reforms through bet-
ter regulation the
power sector and profes-
sional management.
Pakistan ~ needs 1o
enhance its industrial
capacity for efficient con-
sumption of its power
capacity in addition to
deman management
through  administrative
measures like weather-
friendly house designs,
installation of smart
metres and AMRs, gluga
ging thefts through an
overhauled transmission
and disinbution system
and the gradual altering
of energy mix, enhancin
the share of hydel an
renewables like wind and
solar energy. . =
Price ﬂgnqllmg is one
of the effective tools to
control energy waste. The
cost of pipe negds to
be realistic and the explo-
ration of the domestic oil
and gas resources be
expedited through special
imeentives to E&P com-
panies. Pakistan needs an
upstream regulator in the
oil and gas sector along
with the merger of Nepra
with Ogra to bning more
syne i energy plan-
nl;rn%.rz%he country Pa_i_m
needs refinery policy
urgently to help refineries
upscale their productivi-

y.. ..

Pakistan should take
some immediate steps
like bold reforms, expert
presence in the power and
energy minsiries, merger
of regulators.

Gaming out a

Ammar Habib Khan

Pakistan has been in a
precipice of default for
the last few months, des-

erately seeking external
elp, enacting draconian
policies, while refusing
to initiate any structural
reforms.

About nmine months
back. when the global
commodity cycle was
easing out, and interest
rates were increasing
globally, ample warn-
ngs were given for some
course correction. An
Fhﬂﬂﬂtﬂd mcerease  in
interest rates globally
was a harbinger of tight-
ening in global liquidity,
making 1t difficult to
rollover existing debt, or
raise fresh debt in a time
of global macroeconom-
ic instability.

The warmings that
were doled out in the
first half of 2022 went
unheeded, and the fiscal
profligacy of the govem-
ment continued without
any thought of potential
umntended conse-
quences, The sovere
continued with its fiscal-
Iy irresponsible ways,
while the central bank
continued to ercourage
such profligpacy through
stimulative  monetary
actions, even thougsh the
sifuation called for an
accelerated reduction in
fiscal deficits, and to put
the house in order.

The government
refused to expand the
taxation base, and when
someone tried to do the
same, they were quickly

shown the door. As the
taxation base remained
largely unchanged, real
growth in tax revenues is
negative as inflation far
outpaces any growth in
tax revenues.

Precious time was
wasted, and is still being
wasted. The govern-
ment, and the usual sus-
pects, continue 1o pre-
tend that they are living
in an environment where
interest rates globally
are zerp, and we are
flushed with liquidity,
and the country may get
a bailout yet another
time. Such stubborn
behaviour has led to an
tllusion that the country
may get yet another life-
line. But it may not be
forthcoming  anytime
soon, as we have seen
lately with considerable
delays in the resumplion
of the IMF programme —
something  that  could
have been done about six
months back,

Since we did not do
any course correction
earlier, and continue to
believe in umcoms, the
chickens are now com-
ing home to roost. The
central bank — the State
Bank of Pakistan -
increased the policy rate
to its highest ever level
of 20 per cent, and still
we are in a deep negative
real rate region, signify-
ing potential for another
round of interest rate
hike. As the interest rate
increases, so does the
cost of borrowing, and
the government 1s the
largest borrower in the
country.

Government borrow-
ing makes up almost 70
Eﬁr cent of the country’s

anking assets. Over the
Eears, the government
as completely crowded
out private-sector credit,
as it borrowed to plug
erennial fiscal deficits.
he government bor-
rows through the bank-
ing system through a
mix of treasury bills,
bonds, sukuks, and other
instruments, as well as
through its various state-
owne entities.
Government borrowing
through various modes,
whether directly, or indi-
rectly is more than Rs22
trillion. The government
through its inefficient
commodity procurement
programmes has also
accumulated significant
debt 1o support ill-con-
ceived support prices —
the cost of which is also
borme by the taxpaver

As interest  rates
increase, so will the cost
of borrowing, and inter-
est pa{_'ments on that
debt. The government
will continue to print
more money to pay
interest on the accrued
debt, and create more
debt in the process. It 15
estimated that if nterest
rates increase more and
the government does not
plug its deficit, almost
two-thirds of the govern-
ment budget will inad-
vertently %:;11 towards
servicing debt.

Such a rapid growth in
debt servicing reguire-
ments will squeeze away
any toom for develop-
mental expenditure. As

default

inflation is expected to
top 40 per cent, there
will be a pressure to
increase overnment
wages, and pensions.
This will increase the
expenditure side. and
lead to further deficits.

In the absence of any
plan to reduce fiscal
deficit, the ability of the
sovereign to keep plug-
ging the deficit with debt
18 quickly eroding As
debt repayments become
unsustainable, the next
best option is a move
towards restructuring of
debt, often referred to as
default. A scenario
which is algread%v in play
in  countries hike Sni
Lanka, Ghana, and
Zambia. The common
thread between all is a
coterie of overconfident
policymakers, An event
that we could have
avoided, and may sill
avoid, but absence of a
plan, and the sheer
aloofness of those at the
helm continues to push
the population of 230
million to a complete
economic disaster.

If debt becomes
unsustainable, a poten-
tial restructuring may be
in order, and that would
be ecither deferral of
interest payment that the
government has to make
on its debt, or a potential
haireut  (reduction  in
amaount), on the debt that
is payvable to different
debt holders.

In the local context,
commercial banks are
the biggest holders of
local government debt,
wherein they use deposi-

tor money to lend to the

cgvernment. In case
there is a haircut on debt,
the commercial banks
will have to take sigmifi-
cant losses as  well,
which may affect sol-
vency of many banks,
and would shake the
foundations of the finan-
cial sector at large. Any
such event can potential-
ly lead to multiple bank
runs,  something  that
should be avoided at all
COSTS,

If a potential restruc-
turing event happens,
that will also make other
government or govern-
ment-banked assets sus-
ceptible to restructuring,
which would basica]ﬁ'
mean all of the power
sector — as the govern-
ment continues to be the
single buyer of power,
and has issued sovereign
guarantees 1o cover nsk
of many power projects
Potential  restructuring
on that end would fur-
ther stress an already
precarious circular debt
sCenanc.

There 1sn’t much time
left to do course correc-
tion. Any further delays
in consolidating our fis-
cal position, and believ-
ing in illusions, will
push the country and its
population  over the
edge. This is a dooms-
da_,i{ scenario that can
still ke  avoided
Consolidation right now
can lead to a few tough
months, but can save the
country from a tough
decade that may follow
in case more time is
wasted

Pakistan at 75

“he  Round
Table” — the

T

Commonwealth Journal
of International Affairs
has been enlightening its
readers since 19100 Tt
offers analysis and com-
mentary on Varous
a?Fquts of international
aftairs, exclusively focus-
in an the
Commonwealth  coun-
tries. On the 75th
anniversary of the inde-

endence of India and

akistan, “The Round
Table' brought out two
separate issues for the
WO countres.

_Since both issues are
highly insightful, perhaps
it would not be out of
place to share some of the
ideas discussed in the
special issue with the
readers of these pages
The current editor of “The
Round Table® is Barrister
Venkat Iver who has been
Eeadm% the team of this
journal for over a decade
now. This article will dis-
cuss the issue covering
Pakistan, and in the next
one, it will be India’s
turn. For the Pakistan
issug, The Round Table
decided to invite Prof
Ithan Niaz of Quaid-e-
Azam University (QALD
ra_?f}::'ve as gutelst editor.

e special issue pres-
ents six detailed arl_li:‘mlj?&
Seven short  opimon
pieces, and three book
reviews — all relevant to
Pakistan and the Indian
Subcontinent. With writ-
ers such as Aasim Sajjad
Akhtar, Frahan Hanif
Siddiqui, Iftikhar Malik,
llhan  Miaz,  Ishtiag
Ahmed and Pervez

Hoodbhay, the journal
brings together some of
the best scholar writing
on Pakistan in the 21st
century, Though all arti-
cles are worth reading,
this article will discuss a
few of them,

Farhan Hanif Siddigqui
teaches at QAL and has
established himsell as a
prolific writer and scholar
on_Pakistan affairs. His
article “Unity in diversity:
constituting and  con-
structin Pakistan’s
nation identity”
deserves a special men-
tion as it critically
explores the evolution
and  expression  of
Pakistani national identi-

_ He argues that national
identity in Pakistan is
essentially a project of
assertion in the post-colo-
nial period. Since the
inception of Pakijstan,
there has been ambiguity
over the religious versus
secular  ditection of
Pakistani identity, where-
as there has been a clear
assertion by the state on a
single nafional identity
that was supposed to be
just ‘Pakistani’ — even at
the cost of all other ethnic
or linguistic identities,
While projecting an
‘absolutist national 1den-
tity”, the state of Pakistan
has always been averse to
subnational identities that
had to be sirictly side-
lined while following an
overarching single path,
Siddiqui presents three
elemental positions of
Pakistan’s national identi-
ty discourse: the national -
ist, the perennialist, and
the social constructivist
His article argues in
favour of a humanisi-cen-
tred interpretation to pro-

mote a diverse, inclusive
and tolerant definition of
Pakistan.

Siddiqui’s case for a
humanist approach to
identity is convincing as
in the past 75 years the
country has not been able
to give equal rights to its
minorities, and there is
still widespread discrimi-
nation on the basis of
caste, community, and
creed,

Majority groups con-
stantly question the loyal-
ty of smaller groups to
the single Pakistani iden-
tity and their true alle-

iance is also in doubt,

his fear of disloyalty has
played havoc with the
cultural, ethnic, and lin-
uistic  identities of
iverse groups of people
living across Pakistan.
There is a constant state
of paranoia that any iden-
tity other than the single
Pakistani one could sabo-
tage the state. This
approach has increased
intolerance in society and
any talk of plurality is
frowned upon especially
by those who consider
themselves as the para-
mount defenders of one
dominant ideology.

Ishtiag Ahmed is a
renowned political scien-
tist and writer of three
major books and dozens
of articles and essays,
serving currently as pro-
fessor  emeriius  in
Sweden. His article ‘The

tition memory and the

akistan nation-state
pr_ﬁ:.‘u!, 75 years on’ deals
with the memories of the
artition of India that
ve been haunting the
people of this region,
especially in Punjab on
both sidés of the borders,
Though the rights

The technocratic takeover

The whispers for the
new technocratic setup
have decreased a liitle but
it 15 an idea that needs to
be strongly debunked as
it raises its ugly head
ev.g'?- few years,

hy are such short-
term and stop-gap desper-
ate measures such as
installing a_technocratic
setup bad? This has to do
with accountability.
Given the fact that
Pakistan has all kinds of
rent-seeking and corrupt
elite, it is only democracy
that ensures some form of
accountability of  the
political class through
elections  every  five
years. The non-political
technocratic elite is not
accountable to anyone,

Democracy as 4
“feedback loop” buwilt in
the system. The political
class has to take into
account the public aspira-
tions since 1t has to seek
votes to come to and
remain in power, Any
technocratic setup has no
such compulsions.
Therefore, a government
withowt accountability is
a non-starter.

The poor in the country
are hugely disempow-
ered. The bureaucratic,
legal, ]Jud:cia], s0ci0-
political, and economic
system works  apgainst
them and is mostly alien
to them. The poor only
have the power to vote
that they can leverage to

et 4 pittance of
avourable terms  for
themselves. Endorsing

any idea for technocratic
sefup 15 equivalent 1o
snatching the last vista of
empowerment of the poor
from them,

The much-condemned
political patronage sys-

ten 13 sometimes the only
refuge the poor have to
negatiate their way with
state instiutions.  Social
science literature has
shown time and again
that the poor use their
power of vote and politics
of patronage to deal with
‘thana/katchehry”  and
ather government institu-
tions. Any technocratic
sefup cannot deliver for
the poor the way democ-
rafiy does,

t 15 true that though
democracy largely deliv-
ers for the people, it
should not be so ﬂmpu!usl
that 1t becomes the slave
of anti-rational socio-
political and economic

olicies - an example
being the government's
inability to fax traders as
political parties are afraid
of the power of the trader
class and are unwilling to
bear the political cost of
antagonizing them in
elections. As a result,
politicians do not tax
them, and this is bad for
the country’s economy.
However, such shor-
sighted policies are not
limited to  democratic

overnments;  traders
ave never been taxed by
authoritarian regimes in
Pakistan as well "It shows
the problem is not
democracy that can be
fixed by ‘the mirage of
any technocratic setup;
the malaise 15 deeper

that and it needs structur-
al overhaul,

_When democracy was
given some breathin
space between 2002 an
2016, some evidence
showed the cmc“rigcnce of
across-the-board  public
service delivery in the
Punjab education sector,
despite it co-existing with

the culture of selective
Egtmnaga-’mfansh_ in
high-powered politics, It
15 important to highlight
this trend. There are not
encugh public funds to
please all the wvoters
through the
patronage. If regime
change ~ only  occurs
throw performance-
based competitive elec-
tions, democracy will
surely and slowly move
towards universal public
service delivery despite
having some selected
pockets of patronage, It
will largely propel the
system to deliver for the

eople,
!j %‘re only thing derail-
ing the system is political
instability  an this
entrenched game of musi-
cal chairs that does not let
any civilian regime to
continue. Both Mujibur
Rahman and Zulfikar Al
Bhutto were not finan-
cially cormupt, then why
were they not allowed fo
remain in _power? One
can_only mlaqme how
Pakistan _would have
taken a different trajecto-
v had Mujib/Bhutto
ruled the country for
extended periods. One
can look at Bangladesh to
have an idea as it has
been transformed into an
eMEging  economic
g{;w.er since  Sheikh
asing took power in
2000 Pakistan might
have prospered like this
too, but MthMBhuﬂu
were not  allowed to
remain in power for long.
Post-1988, all politica
overnments have been
acing political instability
as a bult-in feature in the
system. How can we
expect democracy to
deliver when it is being

litics of

systematically  under-
mined all the time and
when some present a
technocratic setup as a
panacea? - -

The Pakistani elite has
largely survived in the
last 70 plus years by eam-
ing geosirategic rents
from external powers and
coercive rents from inside
the country. Mow that
ﬁe_mtrategm rents have

ried up and the ability of
the internal system to pay
coercive rents has dimin-
ished due to adverse eco-
nomic conditions, the
guabl::lmg over the limit-

resources has started.
Some voices call for the
reversal of the 18th
Amendment and the Tth
NFC Award. Some argue
that the Benazir Income
SuP ort Programme
B .4_JF'} should be stu:rpFed
— things we heard before
the 2018 general elec-
tions. Mow, recently, an
oped called for ending
public education in the
country and replacing it
with a private voucher
scheme or insurance,

It is true that the pri-
vate education system 15
largely more efficient
than the public education
system, and we have
written about it in these
pages in the past. It1s also
true that the private edu-
cation system does not
have its presence in cities
only; it 15 also prevalent
in rural areas. However,
not all provinces have
E]_‘I‘-’Hil’: schools.  Rural

indh and Balochistan
and former tribal areas in
KEhyber Pakhtunkhwa do
not have a strong private-
school system as Pumjab
does, )
 Education comes third
in terms of government

expenditure — after debt-
servicing and defence
Hence, the call to undo it
has entered a new phase
of fight over public
resources. Public educa-
tion has to (and must)
continue, and the sector
must have better account-
ability, We have evidence
that with technologies
such as geo-tagging, pub-
lic-sector  emplovees’
absenteeism can be better
monitored, Why can’t our
authorities reform  the
public education system
that delivers even in the
far-fetched areas of the
country instead of replac-
ing 1t with a private
voucher scheme?
Politicians should at least
spare education in_ this
new quest for more finan-
cial resources.

Similarly, the
ProvINCes must generate
their revenues and also
need to better spend the
provincial resources that
they are given and
devolve the financial and
administrative resources
to the district and sub-dis-
tnct levels.

Recent media reports
show how the present
PTI-PMLO) povernment
in Punjab 15 sFendmg all
the provincial resources
in the hometown district
of the present chief min-
ister and over-extending
patronage spending in_ a
way that is not good for
the public welfare. Such
counter-productive

tronage s tnd::jg will
be effectively dealt with
if there is an autonomous
system that distributes
?rwmc:ai Tesources to
he lowest tier of the gov-
ernment just as the Tth
NFC Award gives it to
ProvITCEs,

It’s all about
politics

ur politicians
are deeply and
dangerously
divided, Our
judiciary 15
. divided: Our
state institytions are divid-
ed. Our journalists are
divided. We the le are
also divided — divided
along political lines. Red
alert! we are divided like
never before. :
Someone  intelligent
once said, “It's all about
politics, stupid™ Politics
is where the story really
begins. Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic rivals, They
consider each other as
enemies, Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic competitors
Thay all want to send their
opponents  to  disease
infected prison cells, Our
democracy-loving politi-
cians do not consider each
other as democratic oppo-
nents. They want to anni-
hilate each other, destroy
and obliterate one another.
Here's a proven formu-
la, a formula that has
stood the test of time:
political stability leads to
ECOMOMIc progress
Political S_tablhlij.f results
in two things: long-term
planning and higher levels
of investment. Result:
economic progress, Look
at  Botswana, a small
African  count that
ained independence in
966, Botswana has had a
stable government and
that overtime has resulted
in country-wide economic
development. Yes, politi-
cal stability has turned
Botswana into one of the

fastest growing
economies in the world.
Chile, a Latin American
country, 15 another exam-
Eh_: of political stability
ringing in economic
growth and a reduction in
poverty. Chile is an exam-
ple of economic progress
through political stability.
South Korea is another
example of a country that
has experienced economic
prug,"rgss through political
stability. Singapore is
another outstanding
example  of  economic
progress because of politi-
cal “stability. Singapore's
Eut;tlmans have turned

“'tél;ﬁa ore into one of the
thiest countries in the
world

Here's another proven
formula, a formula that
has also stood the test of
time: political instability
has four distinct conse-
qUENCEs: economic uncer-
tainty, volatility, a lack of
confidence amaong
investors and stagnation.
Venezuelz is 8 case in

oint. Remember,

enezucla has  maore
proven oil reserves than
any other country in the
world, a total of 304 bil-
lion barrels. Venezuela is
& case in point: contested
elections, political urmoil
and unrest. Result: hyper-
mflation, a decline in
investment, a shortage of
basic goods and a severe
decline in living stan-
dards. Look at Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe is mineral rich
with ¢oal, copper, iron
ore, vanadium, tin, plat-
inum, lithium and nickel.
But a contested presiden-
tial election and political
instability has resulted in
hvperinflation, a lack of

foreign investment and a
decline mm living stan-
dards. Let us leamn some-
thing from Democratic
Republic of Congo,
Contested elections, a
long-running  civil war,
E:nlll:ca] instability and a
ack of investment in key
sectors like mining and
agriculture. Take Irag, for
instance - the second-
largest crude oil producer
in  OPEC  after Saudi
Arabia with 145 billion
barrels. Ongoing political
instability resulting in sec-
tarian wviolence, political
unrest and economic stag-
nation

Here's Pakistan with
several significant accom-
lishments. It has the
ourth-largest  irrigated
land area globally, follow-
mE China, India, and the
U5, Additionally, Pakistan
ranks fourth in cotton pro-
duction, fourth in sugar-

cane uction, and fifth
in milk production world-
wide. Moreover, Pakistan

i5 the sixth-largest date
producer globally and the
eighth-largest producer of

eat, Pakistan holds 105
trillion cubic feet of %as
reserves. Reko Dig has 3.9
billion tonnes of copper
org and 415 million
ounces of gold. Pakistan
has the world's second-
largest salt reserves, Chur
hydropower otential
exceeds 60,000 MW,

“It's all about politics,
stupid.” Pakistan’s pri-
mary issue is political,
rather than economic, The
rogt of our  economic
problems lies in the politi-
cal sphere, and uitlmai:i}'.
the solution to our chal-
fenges lies in the hands of
our politicians.
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Police seize 20,000
litres of stolen crude oil

concealed in secret
tank of dumper

KARACHI: Police
seized 20,000 liters of
crude oil hidden in the
sscret parts of a
dumper at Shah Latif
area of the provincial

capital

E_SP Malir  said
police arrested the
suspect belonging to a
group involved in
transportation of
stolen crude o1l in the

guise of sand and
gravel transport, “The
accused was conceal-
ing and transportin
crude o1l i a sand an
rravel load dumper
e had secretly built a
tank in the dumper,
durin the search
20,000 liters of crude
oil was found,” said
S5P Malir.
According to the

olice, a case has
een registered
against the dumper
driver Abdul Rahman.
Officials added that
the investigation of
the accused is going
on while the petrole-
L CUITIPﬂI'I.IBS are
also being contacted
to find out from where
the erude oil was
stolen. INP

Pakistan requests
WB for additional
financing, assistance for
health related projects

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan’s Ambassador
to the United States
Ambassador Masoo
Khan has requested the
World Bank (WB) for
additional financing and
assistance for health
related projects, espe-
cially to address the
issue of water-borne
diseases in the flood
affected areas. He also
solicited Bank's support
in transitioning from
adaptation and mitiga-
tion to building
resilience.

Pakistan’'s

Ambassador to  the
United States,
Ambassador Masood

Khan met World Bank's
Vice President for the
South Asia Region Mr.

Martin Faiser on
Tuesday to advance
cooperation  between

Pakistan and the World
Bank in the develop-
ment and climate
response sectors. On
October [4th last vear,
Mr. Martin Raiser co-
chaired with the United
Kingdom a high level
round table on how to
respond to the impacts
of the catastrophic
floods in Pakistan on the
sidelines of 2022

Annual Meetings of the
World Ban and
[nternational Monetary
Fund.

Earlier in September
2022, he visited
Pakistan and reaffirmed
Bank’s commitment to
support  people  of
Pakistan in wake of cat-
astrophic flooding. The
Ambassador  thanked
World Bank for con-
tributing UUS$ 2 billion
towards flood recovery,
rehabilitation and recon-
struction durin
Internationa
Conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan in
Geneva which  would
cover support for hous-
ing, water and agricul-
ture, social protection
and health, among oth-
ers. “The World Bank
has been a resolute
development pariner of
Pakistan,” he said.

He said that Pakistan
was committed to ensur-
ing transparent and
eftective mechanism for
dishursement of funds
for the flood affectees.
For this purpose, he
continued,  establish-
ment of International
Partners Support Group

(IPSG) would soon be
announced.

MUZAFFARABAD: People are shouting slogan during protest in favor

of their demands at Apradiva Yadgar Chowk.

Islamabad court suspends
Imran’s arrest warrants in
judge threat case

ISLAMABAD: A
court in the federal capi-
tal suspended the non-
bailable arrest warrants
of PTI Chairman former

rime minister Imran

han in woman judge
threatenin case.
Additiona Sessions
Judge Faizan Haider
Gillami  suspended the
warrants till March 16
after Imran Khan chal-
lenged the decision of a
district and sessions
court. A legal team com-
prising advocate Nasem
Haider Panjutha and
advocate Intizar Haider
Pa:;jutha represented the
PTI chief in the case,

Senior Civil  Judge
Rana Mujahid Rahim had
issued non-bailable arrest
warranis for PTI chief
Imran Khan over his con-
tinuous skipping of court
hearings.  The  case
against the former prime

minister was registered
on August 20, 2022, with
Ma.r%a la police station in
the tederal capital over
his remarks at a rally in
F9 Park where he wamed
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Zeba
Chaudhry and police
high-ups of dire conse-
quences for what he
called their ‘biased” atti-
tude towards his party,

Imran alleged that
Judge Zeba knew that
incarcerated party leader
Shahbaz Gill was tor-
tured, but she did not
release him on bail. The
former premier was
booked in a terrorism
case on the complaint of
Islamabad Saddar
Magistrate Ali Javed for
threatening the additional
seasions Judze

The  heann was
resided by Judge Rana
Mujahid Rahim, who

The Ambassador also
thanked the Bank for
releasing around 51.2
billion of committed
funds for various ongo-
ing projects in Pakistan.
Smooth flow of funds
would ensure timely
completion of social
sector schemes, he con-
tinued. Masood Khan
requested the Bank for
additional financing and
assistance for health
related projects, espe-
cially to address the
issue of water-borne
diseases in the flood
affected areas. He also
solicited Bank's su]Fnrt
in transitioning from
adaptation and mitiga-
tion to building
resilience Mr.  Raiser
said that World Bank
remains committed to
Pakistan’s  long-term
development with
emphasis on transition-
ing to renewable energy
especially hydro and
solar power. Appre ciat-
ing the existing cooper-
ation between the Bank
and the relevant agen-
cies of Government of
Pakistan, Mr. Raiser
observed that this coop-
eration would be opti-
mized in the years to
come INP
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instructed the police to
arrest the ousted premier
and present him before
the court by March 29
The judge added that the
court will hear arguments
on a petition seeking
Imran's dismissal from
the case during the next
hearing.

A district and sessions
court in the federal capi-
tal on Monday restored
the arrest warrants issued
against PTI Chairman

Imran Khan in the
Toshakhana case
Additional Sessions
Judge  Zafar  Igbal

announced the wverdict
reserved earlier in the
day after hearing argu-
ments from the PTI
chief's lawyer, The judge
turned down his exemp-
tion plea and ordered the
authorities to produce the
suspect before court on
March 18 INP
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in Federal capital.

ISLAMABAD: A large num of people are taking

Pakistan, Canada discuss
ways to promote cooperation in
trade, investment

ISLAMABAD:The High
Commissioner of Canada. Ms,
Leslie Scanlon and Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar here on Tuesday
exchanged views on enhanc-
ing bilateral relations in vari-
ous avenues and cooperation
in a number of fields includ-
ing trade, investment and cli-
mate resilience.

During & call on meeting of
the High Commissioner with
the Finance Minister, both the
sides discussed overall global
economic situation as well as
economic policies and pro-

rammes of the government
in Pakistan.

According to
ment issued by

ress Etﬂ._TB-
mance min-

istry, Ishag Dar said both the
countries were having friend-
]E relations and commended
the support of Canadian gov-
ernment for flood affected
people.

¢ briefed the envoy about
the economic outlook and the
challenges being faced by the
country, coupled with huge
losses due to the devastating
floods last vear,

He further shared that the
government with its pragmat-
ic policy decisions had not
only arrested the economic
decline but was also steering
the economy towards stability
and growth,

He also shared that the gov-
ernment had takem difficult
decisions in key sectors,

including energy sector in
order to reduce budgetary and
current accounti deficits and
increased the revenue genera-
tion.

The minister also informed
about the talks held with
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Mission and reiterated
the commitment of the gov-
ernment to complete the exist-
in%rpmgrum with the fund and
fulfill “all the international
obligations.

The minister appreciated
the Canadian investments in
Pakistan and extended full
support and cooperation of
the government to enhance
the economic relations
between both the
countries INP

WB to enhance cooperation with
Pakistan for its long-term development

WASHINGTON: The World
Bank remains committed to
Pakistan’s long-term develop-
ment with focus on transitioning
to renewable energy, especially
hydro and solar power, said a
senior official of the internation-
al development and climate
institution At a meeting with
Pakistan’s Ambassador 1o the
United States, Masood Khan,
the Bank’s Vice President for the
South Asia Region, Martin
Raiser said that this cooperation
would be optimized in the yvears
to come, according to a press
release of the Pakistani
Embassy. The Pakistani envoy
and Vice President Raiser dis-
cussed steps to advance cooper-
ation between Pakistan and the
World Bank in the development
and climate response sectors.

Last October, Martin Raiser
co-chaired with the United
Kingdom a high level round-
table on how to respond to the
impacts of the catastrophic
floods in Pakistan on the side-
lines of 2022 Annual Meetings
of the World Bank and
International  Monetary Fund
IMF). Earlier, in September
022, he wvisited Pakistan and
reaffirmed Bank’s commitment

to  support the flood-hit
Pakistani people.
The Ambassador thanked

World Bank for contributin
LSS 2 billion towards flo

recovery, rehabilitation and
reconstruction during
International  Conference on
Climate Resilient Pakistan in
Geneva which would cover sup-
port for housing, water and agri-

LHC seeks reply on
plea challenging
Mohsin Naqvi’s

appointment

LAHORE:The Lahore High Court (LHC) on
Tuesday sought response from the respondents on a
plea challenging appointment of Mohsin Raza
Magvi as the caretaker of the Punjab chief minister.

e Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on
Jan 22 appointed Mohsin Nagvi as the caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister after the parliamentary com-
mitiee failed to reach a consensus.

Following the nomination of Magvi for the slot,
Imran Khan slammed the commission and tweeted,
“PMLN has history of selecting their own umpires
but it's incredible how ECP has selected a sworn
enemy of PTI as Caretaker CM Punjab — a post
meant for a non-partisan person,”

Justice Shahid Karim while hearing the plea
Awami Muslim League chief Sheikh
Rasheed issued notices to the respondents and sum-

moved by

moned a reply in the case INP

PM announces provision
of free wheat flour to 1m
deserving people of ICT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
rovide free wheat flour to one million
poor and middle class people of the Federal capital dur-

announced (o

1ngFRamazan.

he decision was taken at a high-level meeting in
Islamabad that reviewed measures to

Advisor
Minister
Affairs

ment

rotect the poor

LAHORE: Workers of PTI hold bamboo sticks in their hands during

clash between Police and supporters of Chairman PTI Ilmran Khan out-
side Khan's house to prevent officers from arresting him.

No decision so far on seat
adjustment in Punjab with

ISLAMABAD:

and
Baltistan Qamar Zaman
Kaira has stated that no
decision had been taken
by the party leadership
regarding the seat adjust-
with
Democratic
(PDAM). “It would be too

culture, social protection and
health, among others. “The
World Bank has been a resolute
development  pariner  of
Pakistan,”, he added.

Masood Khan requested the
Bank for additional financing
and assistance for health-rela
projects, especially to address
the issue of water-borne diseases
in the flood-affected arcas. He
also solicited Bank’s support in
transitioning from adaptation
and mitigation to building
resilience Pakistan, he said was
committed to ensuring transpar-
ent and effective mechanism for
disbursement of funds for the
Mood-affectees. For this pur-

0se, establishment of

nternational Partners Support
Group (IPSG) would soon be
announced.I?

S-day
rain spell

expected
in KP

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) on Tuesday predicted five-
day rain spell from March 16-20 in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

1{ westerly wave s Eikctl_y to
approach western parts of the
country on Thursday (March 16)
and may persist till Monday.

Rain-wind thunderstorm and
hailstorm are expected in Chitral,
Lower and Upper Dir. Malakand,
Swat, Buner, Eﬁ;ng]a, K ohistan,
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, aripur,  Swabi,
Mardan, MNowshera, Peshawar,
Charsadda, Bajaur, Mohmand,
K.hvber, Kurram, Orakza, Hangu,
Karak, Kohat, Bannu, Lakki
Marwat, Tank, Dera Ismail Khan,
Morth and South Waziristan dis-
trets.

Isolated snowfall over the high
mountains of Chitral, Dir, Upper
Swat and Kohistan districts is
-:.!Eclpm:ted during the forecast pen-
od.

Rain may tngzer landslides in
vulnerable areas of Chitral, Swat,
Shangla. Buner, Kohistan,
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra and
Abbottabad districts. )

Tourists are advised to remain
extra  cautious  dunng  the
period INP

Five robbers

arrested

LAHORE: Khadian police
arrested five robbers including
two wounded after police
encounter here on Tuesday.

Police said that a cilizen,
Maratab reported on police
help line number-15 that four
robbers snatched cash, motor-
cyele and mobile phone from
him and fled. .

The team on information set
up a picket ngar Peyal road
while the bandits after seeing
police opened fire. The team
retaliated and during the gun-
fight, two dacoits suffered
injuries and fell om the ground,
whereas other accomplices
managed to e*scagc.

Police arrested the accused
and recovered the Ilooted
motorbike from him.

The robbers were identified
as --Usman and Akram r/o
Okara and were involved in
more |5 heinous crimes, Raids
were being conducted for the
arrest of other absconders,said

police INP
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to Prime Criticizing Pakistan
on  Kashmir Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
Giilgit-  chairman Imran Khan, he

said, that b

carngd

Pakistan
Movement

by sellin

Toshakhana gifts, the P

chief did not disclose the
- income in his
income statement, which
was a clear case of "tax
evasion”. “Imran Khan's
failure to disclose eamed

query on whether the
overmnment would arrest
mran Khan or not, he
stated that the subject
matier would be handled
in accordance with the
court's orders ;
Responding a question,
he said taking gifts from
Toshakhana was not a
crime, but selling gifts
received as Head of the

and middle class segment of society from the adverse
1m}Eac:ls of inflation. . )

he Prime Minister said modern technology will be
used to ensure tran_;;;arent distribution of the free flour.
He invited Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan %mrqmments 1o join the scheme to provide
relief 1o the destitute, The Prime Minister also decided
to provide petrol to rikshaws and motor cycles on sub-
sidized rates.Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
announced to Fmvid& free wheat flour to one million
poor and middle class people of the Federal capital dur-
ing Ramazan The decision was taken at a high-level
meeting in Islamabad that reviewed measures to protect

early to say anything
regarding seal adjustment
with Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) in
Punjab and no such deci-
sion had been taken by
the party leadership” he
expressed these views
while talking to a private
news channel.
Responding a question,
he said taking gifts from
Toshakhana was not _a

revenue in his income
statement by selling
Toshakhana mifits was a
deliberate attempt at fax

evasion,” the adwvisor
alleged.

Additionally,  Imran
Khan allegedly failed to
disclose the proceeds
from the sale of

Toshakhana gifis in his
wealth declaration sub-
mitted to the ECP, which

State was not morally
correct, | ;
Criticizing  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf. (PTI)
chairman Imran Khan, he
said. that by sellin
Toshakhana gifts, the P
chief did net disclose the
eamed income in  his
income statement, which
was a clear case of "tax
evasion”. "Imran Khan's
failure to disclose earned

the poor and middle class segment of society from the

adverse im

cts of inflation The Prime Minister said

maodern technology will be used to ensure transparent

distribution of the Tree flour. He invited Sindh,

hyber

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan governments to join the
scheme to provide relief to the destitute INP

PTI writes letter to CJ LHC for
nomination of judicial officers

LAHORE: PTI has
requested Chief
Justice (Cl) Lahore
High Court (LHC) to
nominate judicial
officers in connection
with April 30 general
election in Punjab.

PTI leaders Fawad
Chaudhry has written
a letter to CJ ITHC
whereby the matter of
nomination of judicial
officers in connection
with general election
in Punjab  has been
raised. o ]

Fawad said in his
letter the elections are
held through DROs

and ROs comprising
judicial officers.

PTl  seized with
surprise and concern
over the rejection of
election cnmmissmp
plea regarding nomi-
nation of judicial offi-
cers for holding elec-
Tuon,

The letter said
Supreme Court (5C)
has given clear direc-
tives in its March 01,
2023 sup motu case
decision with regard
to this matter . The
articles 213, 218 and
220 of the constitu-
tion provide clear

directives  1n this
regard. _
It was further said
in the letter federal
government and care
taker government
Punjab are crossing
all limits in subjecting
the PTI leadership
and workers to vic-
timization, Chairman
PTI Imran Khan made
hairbreadth escape in
a murderous attack.
But he received dee
mjuries. The PTI
leaders and workers
are being tortured and
persecuted. The PTI
workers and leaders

are bemng implicated
in false and fake caze
to keep them from
election,

Election commis-
sion has too failed in
mamtaining 1ts neu-
trality. if the matter of
holding  polls  is
assigned to subordi-
nate officers of gov-
ernment  instead  of
judicial officers then
the possibilit of
transparent polls will
stan ruled out
People will too not
accept them. e

‘We are aware judi-
ciary 13 overburdened

with cases but trans-
parency 15 very vital
and sensitive matter
in legislative election,

The role of judici-
ary 15 vital m holding
election n transparent
and fair manner.

You are requested to
review the decision
regarding rejection of
election commission
plea besides issuing
proper directives to
the registrar with ref-
erence to nomination
of officers from sub-
ordinate judiciary for
holding April 30 elec-
tion in Punjab. Online

crime, but selling wmifts
received as Head nig
State was not morally

the tion of the

was also a flagrant viola-
i law, he
added.In response to a

revenue in his income
staternent by selling
Tushakham.lb?l‘

RAWALPINDI:Vendors are displaying sound system for selling pur-
pose, in the City.
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Judge threatening case: Islamabad court suspends
arrest warrants of Imran Khan till March 16

ISLAMABAD: District and Sessions Court Islamabad has suspended arrest warrants of PT1 chairman
Imran Khan till March 16 in lady judge threatening case.

The counsels of Imran Khan appeared in the district and sessions Court Islamabad led by Additional
Sessions Judge Faizan Haider Gllfani Tuesday

_D'I]:'-:runsa[ for Imran Khan toek the plea in the court all the clauses 1mposed on Imran Khan are bail-

able.

The judge questioned were the bailable arrest warrants issued before |

The counsel for Imran Khan replied bailable arrest warrants in lady judge threalening case were nol

withdrawn from Imran Khan.

The counsel for Imran Khan said * 1 provide it to you

The judge remarked ™ provide this letter till tomorrow.

The state counsel said Imran Khan was summoned in Toshakhana case.

The judge remarked Imran Khan election campaign has been started,

The counsel for Imran Khan said Imran Khan appeared in judicial complex.

Additional Sessions Judge questioned Imran ﬁhau appeared in judicial complex but he has not
appeared in Kutchery, Attack in Kutchery took place in 2014, Was kutchery shified after it, There xt:s_%s
shift

issued before.

The court directed the counsels for Imran Khan to submit the details after their correction remarking
* 1 am reading the documents provided by IE{m singe 15 minutes but [ have failed to understand them,

The counsel for Imran Khan said Imran

han is former Prime Minister (PM). Providing security to

them 15 responsibility of government. Security has been withdrawn from Imran Khan by the govern-
ment.
The learned judge questioned is there any letter with you wherein it is writien that security has been

Marriyum asks PML-N
candidates for Punjab PA
elections to submit
applications by March 18

ISLAMABAD:  Minister  for
Information  and  Broadcastin
Marriyvum Aurangzeb on Tuesday sai
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz can-
didates, aspiring to participate in
forthcomin unjab  Provincial
Assembly election, should immediate-
Iy submit applications to the PML-N

‘entral Secretariat, 180 H, Model,
Lahore

In a tweet, she said the last date for

submission of applications was March

She said in line with the decision of
the parr¥, the candidates were once
again intormed to submit their appli-
cations as soon as possible. INP

Imran Khan’'s arrest:

police, PTI workers

clash outside Zaman
Park residence

LAHORE: The Islamabad police on
Tuesday used water cannon and tear
gas to disperse PTI workers gathered
outside party chief Imran Khan's
Zaman Park residence in Lahore.

The police team reached Lahore to
arrest  Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
Chairman Imran Khan after a district
and sessions court issued his non-bail-
able arrest warrants for failing 1o
attend the hearing in Toshakhana ref-
erence.

The court of ADS] Zafar Igbal
restored non-bailable arrest warrants
for Imran in the Toshakhana reference.
It instructed the police to arrest the
PTI chief and present him in court by
March 18,

In a statement, the Islamabad police
spokesperson said that they have
reached Lahore to arrest PTI chief on
court orders. [INP

PTI seeks
permission for
Minar-e-Pakistan
rally

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PT1) has sought permission
for a public rally at Minar-e-
Pakistan on March 19,

The application was given to the
district administration by PTI
Lahore President Sheikh Imtiaz.

On the other hand, the district
admin has denied receiving any
application from PTI for the Minar-
e-Pakistan rally. .

According to the district admin,
the permission for Minar-e-Pakistan
rally would be given by district
intelligence committee by reviewing
all safety measures as PSL final is
also scheduled on March 19

Former premier and Pakistan
Tehregk-e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran
Khan has announced to hold a

wer show at Minar-e-Pakistan on

unday,

A large number of PTT workers
and supporters attended the rally led
by chairman Imran Khan. After
crossing different routes, the rall
reached Data Darbar where the PTI
chiel addressed the workers INP

Six arrested after
clash during anti-
encroachment drive

KARACHI: The situation

became tense after violent clashes
erupted between the police and
rotesters in  Gulistan-e-Jauhar
lock 11 during an anti-encroach-
ment drive, ARY News reported
or TLJ'&Sdﬂéy’. ;

As per details, the people gath-
ered in the area to demonsirate
against an anti-encroachment
drive in the area. When officials
of the anti-encroachment depart-
ment and Karachi Development
Authority kicked off the operation
in line with the orders of the SHC,
people staged protest in order to
obstruct the operation. They also
blocked traffic on roads by puttin
tyres on fire, The protest met wit
baton charge when people turned
violent and they resorted to stone
pelting and aerial firing. A police-
man_ was injured in the incident
and he has been shifred to hospital
for treatment INP

KARACHI: A view of burn huts of gypsy people at Ma

£ F h

lir 15k locality.

Senate holds important
role in legislation,
promoting national
cohesion: Sanjrani

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate Sadiq Sanjrani inaugurated
a painting at the Parliament House

in Islamabad on Tuesday in con-
nection with the three-day Golden
Jubilee celebrations of the Senate
of Pakistan _ _
Speaking on this ogcasion, he
said the Senate of Pakistan has an
important role in legislation and
promoting national cohesion. He
said the Senate of Pakistan was
formed in 1973 to ensure equal
representation of all the federating
units . 2 .
The Chairman Senate said
under the govemment's austerity
drive and keeping in view the pre-
vailing situation, we decided to
confine the celebrations to three
days. He said we also inaugurated
today a commemorative stamp
issued by the Pakistan Post, a
commemorative coin and a medal-

lion in connection with the Golden
Jubilee celebrations. Sadig
Sanjrani  also thanked Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and Finance Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar for extend-
ing their support in releasing the
coin and the medallion,

Speaking on this occasion, he
said the Senate of Pakistan has an
important role in legislation and
promoting national cohesion. He
said the Senate of Pakistan was
formed in 1973 to ensure equal
representation of all the I‘e-deralu_;ﬁ.
units. The Chairman Senale sai
under the government's austerity
drive and keeping in view the pre-
vailing situation, we decided to
confine the celebrations to three
days. He said we also inaugurated
today a commemorative stamp
issued by the Pakistan Post, a
commemaorative INP

KP Governor gives May 28 date
for election in province

ISLAMABAD: Giovernaor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa talking to
media has said that he has given
May 28 date to the election com-
mission for general election in the
province.

Talking to media  here,
Governor Ghulam Al said that
recently the census teams have
been attacked in Lakki Marwat
and Tank distriets of the province,
“How could the candidates run
their election campaigns in these
circymstances,” he guestioned

“Security situation has been
worst in KP," he said. “Policemen
were attacked in Tank vesterday,”
governor said, The team conduct-
g‘l-[g opulation census was target-
. he said. /

“Cur main problem is the law
and order, it waill be difficult if the
law and order not improved,” he
said. ) )

“1 have given May 28 date for
election in KP, now it 15 upto the
election commission to opt for
election in_ such circumstances™
“We pray for peaceful election in
KPR Governor Ghulam All said.

“Our tribesmen are q:mesﬁng_.
apprehensions to ribal elders have
also been told,” zovernor said. 1
was under pressure from the
nation and the merged districts
Election date was my constitution-
al responsibility, which have ful-
filled,” he said, L

“My duty has done now it is
upto the institutions and the care-
taker Em‘ernrncnt.“ KFP governor
said. "We have to honour the
supreme court's decision,” gover-
nor said,

“There are reports of state insti-
tutions, it also seems to me that
the elections are not possible”
governor said.

1 want elections of all assem-
blies on same day and initiating
contacts will all political parties,
he said.

“All politcal parties including
the PTI want election on a single
day,” he claimed, ™ Zaman Park
has also been contacted, they have
also opted for it,” he said.

Governor Ghulam Al went to
the Presidency for another meet-
ing with Fresident Anf Alvi. INP

Met office predicts rain in
Karachi in coming days

KARACHI: Pakistan
Meteorological Department
E_FM D) on Tuesday predicted
ight to moderate rainfall in

arts of Sindh including
.arachi from March 16 to
20.According 1o the

Meteorological department
(MET Office), a westerly
wave is likely to enter upper

rts of the country on March
6 and will prevail till March

Under the influence of this

weather  system,  wind-
dust/thunderstorm-rain 15
expected in Sukkur

Jacobabad, Larkana, Shaheed
Benazirabad,  Mirpurkhas,
Dadu and Karachi from March
17 to 19, the Met Office said
“Rainfall is also expected in

Chitral, Dir, Swat, Mansehra,
Abbottabad Kohistan,
Shangla, Buner, Haripur,
Karak, Kohat,

Peshawar,

—

Charsada, MNowshera, Swabi,
Bajaur, Kurram, Waziristan,
Bannu and Dera [smail Khan,*

“Rain-wind-dust/thunder-
storm _Ewnh isolated heavy fall
& hai stormf_ is expected in
Murree, Gallivat, I[slamabad,
Rawalpindi, Attock, Chakwal,
Jhelum, Gu,wanwal’a, G1c|[11'_at_.
Hafizabad, Mandi Bahauddin,
Sialkot. Narowal, Lahore
from 16th to 20th March.
While, in Faisalabad, Toba
Tek émgh, Jhang, Kasur,
Sheikhupura, Nankana Sahib,
k hushah, Mianwali,
Sargodha, Multan, Dera Ghaz
Khan, Bhakkar, Layyah, Kot
Addu, Khanewal,  Sahiwal,
Pakpattan and Bahawalpur,” it
added. The weather depart-
ment has advised all con-
cemed authorities to remain
alert to avoid any untoward
situation during the forecast
period. INP
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MRAC: Pakistani dwellers visit their l;l_éstm}fed l:-mes, after fire broke out shantiea
in a slum area of Gulshan-e-Qadri, Malir in Karachi, Pakistan.

Imran led povernment in the country but even then kutchery was not shifted. You did not pet

kutchery during PTI government tenure. Tell us any one legal reform of PTI.

The judge remarked Imran Khan has a!read’g
of the case were to be provided to him, there

come to kutchery and he can come again. The copies
ore, he was summoned by the court. Copies of case are

provided to accused in his personal capacity and these are not provided to someone else
The state counsel said clauses are bailable or otherwise, these have nothing to do with the arrest war-
rants. The counsel for Imran Khan said security has been withdrawn. This is my case. INFP

Dar commends
support of Canadian Govt
for flood victims

Islamabad: Finance Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishag Dar has appreciated the
Canadian investment in Pakistan and extend-
ed full support and cooperation of the govern-
ment to enhance the economic relations
between both the countries.

He expressed Pakistan's commitment during
a meetm%_ between Finance Minister Ishag
Dar and High Commissioner of Canada Leslie
Scanlon in Islamabad on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the Finance Mimster
commended the sugpcrn of the Canadian
Government for flood affectees in Pakistan.

The two sides discussed overall global eco-
nomic situation as well as economic policies
and programmes of the government in
Pakistan

They exchanged views on enhancing bilat-
eral relations in various avenues and coopera-
tion m a number of fields including trade,
investment and climate resilience.

The Finance Minister briefed the Canadian
envoy about the economic outlook of the
country and the challenges being faced by the
country, coupled with huge losses due to the
devastating floods last year )

He further shared that the government with
its pragmatic policy decisions has not only

Maryam Nawaz,

Hamza to contest

Punjab Assembly
elections

LAHORE: Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N} Senior_ Vice
President former Punjab
chief minister Hamza
Shahbaz have decided to
contest Punjab Assembly
elections.

ISLAMABAD:

According to sources, | assembly elections of Punjab province.
the  PML-N Chief According to ECP spokesperson, the
Organiser Maryam | extension was granted in response (o the

MNawaz Sharif will contest
election on PP-146 seat
while former Punjab CM
Hamza Shahbaz will con-
test the poll from PP-150
. According  to  party
insiders, their nomination
papers would be filed
today (Tuesday). :

Pakistan Muslim
League-Mawaz (PML-N)
leader Hamza returned to
Pakistan after spending
three months with his
family in US and London.

Hamza Shahbaz Sharif
reached Lahore's Allama
Ighbal International
Airport in the wee hours
of Tuesday where he was
warmly welcomed by the
PML-N local leaders.

The former Punjab
chief minister returned
home after ECP
announced . Punjah
Assembly elections “on
April 30.INP

Fawad lauds
ECP for not
succumbing to
pressure for
delaying elections

ISLAMABAD Pakista
n Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Fawad Chaudhry
appreciated the Election

ommission of Pakistan
(ECP) for not succumbing
to pressure for delayin
elections in Punjab an
Khyber  Pakhmunkhwa

iK_rﬂ ; ;
The former information
minister made the dramat-
ic political  wvolt-face
weeks after he secured
bail in a sedition case
filed against over criti-
cism of ECP boss and
members over delay in
announcement of election
schedule despite dissolu-
tion of assemblies in the
provinces. It is on the
record that he has been
accusing the chief elec-
tion commissioner of act-
ing aﬁ;?nl “B;:]uf' the mnil-
ing istan Democratic i
Movement (PDM). ﬁﬂ{%l‘z‘;ﬁ ?jn
The change in his tone | in
wa;ww_;tinis:fad whv.;n hﬁ I
a ore a benc
of the ECP members in a
contempt case in which
PTI Chairman Imran
Khan, Asad Umar and
other party leaders are
also nominated.“We have
praised your role but did-
n't notice it. Whole nation
has trust in two institu-
tions, the election com-

T

Minister Shehbaz Shar

According to an

67.9 Opium,
Methamphetamine
cocaine, 0.312 kg
tablets

liters HCL.

1048.200° kg

mission and Supreme Peshawar.  The Pakistan Tehreck-e-
Court,” INP Insaf on Tuesday
. Election

Pakhunkhwa (KP).
Accordin
lawver meﬁ

schedule,

nons.

Apnl 30

The
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has
extended the deadline for nomination

per filings till March 16 aiming to
acilitate candidates vying for provineial

demands of candidates and was aimed at
providing ample time to complete the
nomination process The ECP has also
extended the deadline for fili

tion papers for reserved seats for women
and minorities to March 16 Poliucal par-
ties have been asked to submit their pri-
ority lists of candidates separately to the
office of the relevant returning officer,
the provingial election commissioner o
Punjab.It 15 important to note that the

ISLAMABAD: Sn'di'gf Sanjrani Chairman of the Senate called on Prime
1.

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) Pakistan has seized 1652968 kg
drugs and 1846 liters prohibited chemi-
cal, worth US3 33.302 million interna- 11
tiomally, arrested 45 persons ncluding
two women and three absconders,
impounded 13 vehicles while conduct-
ing 39 counter narcotics operations
throughout the cm.mr:{' during last week.

NF Headquarters
spokesman, the seized drugs comprised
23.032 kgllemunllﬂl 14 k%llash:sh.

28
Tee), eight grams
cstasy
tablets), | 865 kg Xanax tabs
0.300 kg Valium Tabs
tablets), eight grams caffeine and 1846

AMNF Balechistan recovered 1092200
ke drugs and 1846 liters prohibited
chemical in eight operations while
arrested eight dp_armns involved in drugs

impounded two vehicles,
rugs compnsed 21 kg hero-
; ashish, I3 kg
Methamphetamine (Ice) and 1846 liters

PTI challenges
ECP schedule for by-polls
on NA seats in KP

day challenged
Commission of Pakistan’s
ECP) schedule for by-elections on thres
Mational Assembly seats in Khyber

to media reports, PTI
an application with the
Peshawar High Court (IHC), requesting
the high court o suspend the election

The petition stated that ECF cannot
hold by-polls 120 days before general
elections. “The holding of by-polls on
Aprl 30 is violation of Aricle-124 of
Constitution,” it said. It also argued PT1
lawmakers were not called by NA
speaker for the venfication of resigna-

The Election Commission of Pakistan
has announced to hold by-elections for
three constituencies of the MNational
Assembly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on

hese constituencies include NA-22

arrested the economic decline but 15 also
steering the economy towards stability and
arowth,

Ishag Dar also shared that the government
has taken difficult decisions in key sectors,
mmcluding energy sector mm order to reduce
budgetary and current account deficits and
increase the revenue generation

The Finance Minister informed about the
talks held with IMF Mission and reiterated the
commitment of the government to complete
the existing IMF program and fulfil all the
international obligations.

On this occasion, the Canadian High
Commissioner shared sentiments of deep
rooted friendly relations between Pakistan
and Canada saying that both countries enjoy
excellent relations, which need to be further

romoted especially on trade, investment and

limate resilience,

She informed about the newly developed
strategy for the region through which Pakistan
will be able to access for climate resilience
and re-building

The Canadian High Commissioner support-
ed the policies and programs of the govern-
ment for socic-economic development and
economic growth INP

ECP extends deadline for
nomination papers in
Punjab Assembly elections

schedule of elections, which was issued
on March B, would remain unchanP&d.
The polling was set to be held on
April 30, and political parties were
expected to comply with the ECP's
instructions to ensure a smooth and
tmnsgm’cnt election process According
o ECP spokesperson, the extension was
granted In response to the demands of
candidates and was aimed at providing
ample time to complete the nomination
process. The ECF has also extended the
deadline for filing nomination papers for
resarved seats for women and minonties
to March 16 Political parties have been
asked to submit their pronty lists of
candidates separately to the office of the
relevant retumning officer, the provincial
election commissioner of Punjab. INP

Election

nomina-

ANF seizes over 1652kg
drugs worth $33.302m

HCL.
ANF Punjab recovered 64.205 kg
drugs in nine operations while arrest
, sons including a woman involved
in drugs smugeling and impounded five
vehicles. The seized drugs compnsed
1.5 kg Heroan, 58.400 kﬁ; ashish, 300
TS igpll..‘l:l'lt, 3.6 kg methamphetamine
ce), 150 grams weed, 190 grams ecsta-
sy fabs (B_ﬂﬁ tablets) and 65 grams
1ax Tabs (480 Tablets).
. ANF KPK recovered 42 lmiﬁ drugs
in five operations while arrested three

11 ke
persons involved in drugs smugglin

abs (530 and impounded a wehicle. The seiz
E 32 dmigs comprised four kg Opium and
1065 38140 kg hashish.

ANF Sindh recovered 312.746 k
drugs, in seven operations while arrest
10 persons_including three absconders
involved in drp%:s smuggling and
impounded a vehicle The seized drugs
comprised 3095 kg hashish, 1,106 kg
Met ﬁ.rnghmamine Tlcco) |.8 kg xanax
tabs %TE 00 Tablets), 3 ] grams valium
tabs 1060 tablets) and 40 grams ecstasy
tabs (75 tablets) INP

Mardan, NA -24 Charsadda and NA-31
Peshawar, 2
CAccording to the schedule, nomina-
tion papers can be submitted from
Sunday to Tuesday, The revised list of
candidates will be published on 4 April.
Nnminarjnnguapers can be withdrawn tll
5 April. On & April, 2023, the final list of
candidates will be released and they will
be allotted election symbols, while
polling will be held on 30th of next
month. )

.&ccardl;:f to media reports, PTI
lawyer filed an application with the
Peshawar High Court (IHC), requesting
the high court to suspend the election
schedule.

The petition stated that ECP cannot
hold by-polls 120 days before general
elections. “The holding_ of by-polls on
Apnl 30 is violation of Aricle-124 of
Constitution,” it said. It also aroued PTI
lawmakers were not called by NA
speaker for the venfication of resigna-
tioms. INP

the




