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ix of a family died
in gas leakage blast
in Quetta

Syed Mulhammad Qasecm

Six members of a family died
and four were injured in a gas
leakage blast 1n Quetta on
Tuesday. The incident happened
in the Double Road Sirki Kalan
area of the city.

The dead include two minor
girls, a woman and three sons.

Police sources said the hapless
family had left the gas heater on
and suddenly the supply suspend-
¢d during the night. When the
head of the family identified as
Maulana Abdul Aziz tried to
switch on the gas heater, there
was a huge blast, police said

The entire mud-walled room
collapsed as a result of the blast,
police mentioned

Gas leakage
incidents claim
scores of
precious
human lives

The injured were rushed to civil
hospital Quetta for medical treat-
ment. Police and rescue workers
reached the spot and retrieved the
dead bodies from rubble of the
house.

Gas leakage incidents in Quetta
and other parts of Balochistan
claimed scores of precious human
lives during this winter season.

There was no response from the
Sui Southern Gas Company
E;ISSGC} regarding the tragic inci-

ent.
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Sardar Khetran
appears before
court about

Barkhan

News Desk

Sardar Abul Rahman Khetran,
Balochistan Minister of
Communication  and  Works
(C&W) appeared before the court
of 1t|¢rﬂu icial magistrate about
the Barkhan incident on Tuesday,
In the ﬁdma] magistrate’s court,
Gran Maz, the wife of Khan
Muhammad Marm while record-
ing her statement claimed she was
abducted and raped.

Levies force had recovered
Ciran Naz and her children in the
Barkhan mountaing a few days
back after the Marn Itehad staged
a three-day sit-in in Quetta to
mount pressure on the authonties
for their recovery. Relatives of the
victims and members of political
parties and civil society continued
their protest demonstration in the
Red Zone of Quetia to seek jus-
tice for the deceased,

Khetran
arrested by
police in
connection with
Barkhan
killings

Police  produced  Sardar
Khetran before the court amid
tight security in CQuetta. Police
had arrested the Balochistan min-
ister in_connection with the
killing of two men and a teenage
gifl in Balochistan's Barkhan dis-
trict.

Mr. Khetran was under the cus-
tody of the crimes branch on ten
days of physical remand, Khan

incident

Muhammad Marrd, a local
tribesman had lodged an FIR
against the minister, accusing him
of murdering his two sons ai
making the remaining family
members including his  wife
hostage,

Sardar
Khetran
sent back to
Quetta jail

Sardar Khetran was sent back
to the Queetta district Jail after his
ﬂmp-ea.raﬂce in the case Sardar

hetran’s lawyer has also submit-
ted a bail application before the
court in this regard ]

Khan Muhammad Marri had
accused Sardar Khetran of kid-
napping his family members and
urchestratu_ﬁl the” killing of his
two sons, The charge was vehe-
mently denied the minister
Sardar Khetran blamed his own
son Sardadrzada Inam Khetran
for staging what he called this
conspiracy to achieve political

ins and %_::1 chieftainship of the

hetran tribe

-

Parvez Elahi
appointed PTI
president

Parvez Elahi was %lpuinmd as the
president of the PTI on Tuesday,

cementing his split with his former
E;rty, the Pakistan Muslim League-

wad (PML-0)

“Chaudhry Parvez Elahi, who has
stood firm with Chairman Imran [Khan]
and PTI since the regime change, has
been appoinied as the president of PTL,
MNotification released!” the party said
via its official Twitter account” while
sharing the notification,

PTI Senior Vice President Fawad
Chaudhry met Elahi on ITmran’s instriec-
tions and presented him with the notifi-
cation_while congratulating him on
becoming the party president.

Elahi said he was “grateful” for the
trust reposed in him by Imran, adding
that he would continue to stand by him
and strive to uphold the Constitution
and the law

Elahi's son Moonis Elahi also
thanked the PTI chairman and said:
“God willing we will not let you
down "Parvez  had  last  month
announced his joining the PTI along
with ten other former PML-C} MPAs.

Parvez had said he had always stood
with Imran during “hard and testing
times”.“Parvez Elahi is quitting the
PML-(} and is joining the PTL”™
Chaudhry had confirmed Differences in
the PML-Q ranks first appeared in
March last year around the time of the
no-confidence motion against Imran as
Parvez and Mocnis Elahi entered the
PTI camp while Shujaat joined the then-
opposition. The same split was wit-
nessed in July’s Punjab chief’ minister
election saga as Shujaat supported the
candidamure of PML-N's Hamza
Shehbaz instead of Parvez Amid a
widening rift between the Chaudhrys of
Gujrat, Shujaat had extended an olive
branch in August to Parvez Web Desk

Toshakhana case: IHC suspends Imran’s
March 13

w -

The Islamabad High Count (IHC)
on Tuesday suspended Ll March 13
the mnon-bailable arresl warrants
issued agaimst PTI Chairman Imran
KEhan by a district and sessions court
in the Toshakhana reference.

IHC Chief Justice Aamer Faroog
announced the verdict after it was
reserved earlier in the day. The coun
also directed the PTI chief to appear
befiore the district and sessions court
on March 13 )

The Ti-vear-old ex-premier, who
has been recovering from a g
injury from an assassination attempt
in Wazirabad last vear. has thrice
skipped indictment hearings in an
Islamabad zezsions court in the caze.

He 15 accused of concealing, in his
assets declarations, details of the gifis
he retained from the Toshakhana — a

CM Bizenjo asks Islamabad
major dams in federal PS

News Desk

R

Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Abdul
Quddos Bizenjo sent a
letter to Prime Minister

Shehbaz  Shanil  in
which he demanded to
include three major

dams worth 143 billion
rupees in the federal
Private Sector
Development Program
(PSDP) 2023-24.

The Public Health il |- h
Engineering (PHE) has Quetta city. The PHE Halk Dam.
prepared a feasibility department has pre- The estimated cost of
report of three impor- pared the feasibility Babar Kach Dam is 73

tant dams to sclve the
serious  problem  of
water  shortage in

report

and PC 1 of
Babar Kach Dam, Bnj
Aziz Khan Dam and

arrest wa

repasitory where presents handed to
government officials from foreign
officials are kept, S

The sessions courl was set 1o indict
Imran in the Toshakhana Reference
on Feb 28, but his lawyer had
requested the judpe that he be
exempted from the hearing because
he had 1o in several other
courts. His indictment was deferred
twice before,

The judge had then issued amest
warrants for Imran and adjourned the
hearing till March 7, i

arch 5, an Islamabad police
team was seni to Lahore to arrest
Imran with the couwrt summons,
However, it returned empty-handed
afier the PTI chief evaded the arrest.

Subsequently, Imran had
approached the sessions court for the

billion rupees, the esti-
mated cost of Brij Aziz
Khan Dam is 48

B -

rupees and the estimat-
ed cost of Halk Dam is
22 billion rupees, The
Federal Government
will be requested by the

illion  provincial government

id .(:l;de 3
DP

S

to include these projects
in the Federal PSDP
2023-24,

The construction of
Babar Kach Dam is

cancellation of the arrest warranis,
arpuing that the withdrawal of the
summons would enable him “a fair
opportunity to appear and  deflend
himself™ in the case. ;

However, the sessions judge reject-
ed his request on March 6 and upheld
the warrant, ruling that the PTI chair-
man “wilfully avoided™ appearing
bafore the court,

At the outset of the hearing,
Imran’s lawyers — Ali Bukhan and
Quiser Imam — o the court 1o
cancel the PTI1 chief’s arrest warrants.

However, the court remarked that
the wa‘;rlfis Fﬂere nﬁiﬂéssueﬂ for
arresis 10 frame charges nst
Imran in the Toshakhana m.agm

“You appear in court for the fram-
ing of chasges and then request for an
exemption,” Justice Farooq said,

“The law is the same for everyons,
can the court do?

“The cowrt has to adopt a legal pro-
cedure,” he stressed, saying that
Imran had to r in the sessions
court today bt he did not,

“You tell, when will he apglear'e’"
the judge asked. “Imran Khan has o
appear before me as well He can
come on March 9 and appear befors
the sessions cour 100.” ;

Al one point during the heanng,
the THC CJ also said thal Imran
would get “nothing on merit” on the
petition. “What can | do? Just give
me a dale as }[:.:a{ \J.'hedt;l lmmln will

in court. "Here, the PTT lawver
:;m Imran had severe security
threats to which the judge replied that
everyons was peming threats these
davs Web Desk

Manzoor Kakar a

indispensable to meetl
the water needs of
Quetta,  Apart  from
Babar Kach Dam, the
rovincial government

as also prepared the § Balochistan Awami
feasibility of Brij Aziz § parry (BAP) in the
Khan Dam and Halk § Senate of Pakistan on
Dam projects. Tuesday. Chief

The construction of
dams will help for
meeting the water needs
of the capital city, Tt
will also be possible (o
avoid the loss of flood
water during the mon-
S00N SE4500,

the
leader

Minister Balochistan,
Mir Quddus Bizenjo
had recommended the
name of Mr Kakar as
Farhamcntary
o

the upper house.
Mr. Bizenjo

Ahmed

the BAP n
had

~
addressed a letter to the
Chairman Senate Sadig
Sanjrani the other day.
The Senate Secretariat

ppointed as parliamentary
leader of BAP in Senate

Daveorerd Alvmed

ISLAMABAD: Senat
or Manzoor
Kakar was appointed
as the parliamentary
leader of the ruling

has formally 1ssued the
notification i __this
regard, an official
handout issued said.

Imran Khan must be brought
to justice for corruption,
other crimes: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information  and Broadcasting
Mar;lJ'mn Aurangzeb on Tuesday
call for bnggn_g Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman Imran
Khan to justice for his crimes,
including massive cormuption.

“Till date, Imran Khan has not
appeared before courts in any case
whether it is related to Malam
Jabba, Billion Tree Tsunami, BRT
Peshawar, Toshakhana, foreign
funding or Tyrian White's parental
issue,” the minister said while talk-
m% to the media. 2

mran Khan, she said, had been
avoiding the courts as he had noth-
ing in defence 1o escape from pun-

ishment for the crimes.

-

_She said Imran Khan was a “for-
eign agent”, who had “indulged in
laundering money through his
cronies and using charity in his pol-

itics”,

By evading court appearances,
Imrgn Khan, ign fact, haa?i_ made fun
of the law and the Constitution, the
minister said, adding he was the
first accused who pite being
summoned repeatedly, was not
appearing before the courts. It
wiould be better that Imran Khan
should be arrested and produced in
the ¢ourts If Imran Khan were not
brought to ;]usuce for his crimes,
then it would set a precedent for
other accused o stop appearing
before courts, Marfyum said.She
said ronically, Imran Khan had run
his government through video links
and now wanted to face the law in
the same way INP

Only quality education,
skills can drive country toward
progress: Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD:
Federal Minister for
Planning Development
and Special [Initiatives
Tuesday stressed  that
gjl;‘ljy uality  education

skills could drive the
country toward progress.

“Pakistan is blessed
with two-third of the
young population  and
economic development is
possible only when pro-
vided with the right ideas,
technology, and relevant
skill sets™, he said during
an event held here to
mark International
Women's Day.

~ The event was
ized by Higher Education
Commission (HEC) in
collaboration with the

4k uhtibiiad ULt TE) batibit i) gLEb IR LB Ldbs BT Rdd saadapHii

United States Agency for
International
Development (LISAID),

event was aim

announce over 500 schol-
arships for flood-affected
university students, half
of which will be awarded
to female students.

These scholarships will
cover one academic year
{three semesters) for the
students at 30 Pakistani
universities.Speakin% o
the occasion, Ahsan Igbal
said that under wvision
2025,  Pakistan  had
embarked upon a journey
to put Pakistan on the
path of accelerated devel-
opment by introducin
the latest technology an
to  introducing skill sets.INP
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Editor Asim Khan

SSGC: Why this discrimination
with Balochistan ?

Wednesday,March,08,2023 |

As the winter sets in, the Sui Southern Gas Company (55GC) comes
mto the limelight. Based on its track record, complaints regarding no
gas pressure, and low gas pressure against the company are nothing new
m QI:Jetta and other parts of Balochistan,

Currently, Quetta, Kalat, Ziarat, Pishin, Mastung and other parts of
Balochistan are under the grip of dry cold weather. However, most of

the residents of these areas are deprived of a gas supply. In Quetta, the
S5GC officials manage to make sure the provision of gas sup[ﬂ ¢ to posh

and VIP areas, whereas, the poor and the marginalized neig

remain deprived of the facility. o b
However, the sitwation turns from bad to worst in Ziarat, Kalat,

Mastung and Pishin when it comes to the
Residents of these districts complain that

orhoods

s supply in chilly weather.

5‘%?5(3

as crossed QESCO in

terms of unannounced and prolonged load shedding,
Last year BHC declares “other charges’ null and void

55GC

Consumers also complain about reccwinﬁ
every winter. Thanks to the Baloc

_increasin
istan Hig

bills from the
Court (BHC),

which declared the company’s “other charges’ in every bill a null and

void last vear.

_Despite the court’s clear instructions, the consumers have been g}a.]at,
ting hlEh bills. A well-placed source in the company told this daily that

more t

question arises, meters tampered with wit

an 80 percent of gas meters are tamﬁen-‘:d ;ril];f Faulhj,é, Nﬂu} IE&
out the knowledge of the

company, or some black sheep inside the company are complicit in this

regard?

SS8GC has to put its own house in order

The answer is simple, the company has to put its own house in order
prior to take action against the consumers stealing gas. _

_In this whole situation, when this da:lly tried to take an official ver-
sion of the company. We were simply told the Public Relations Officer

(EFRU

of the compan
alochistan’s Sui tehs

is based in Karachi. Gas was explored

from

of Dera Bugti in 1952. Industries and factories
developed through the same supply over decades. .
Balochistan is vet to gel the position of PRO in the company, This
step-motherly treatment of Balochistan must be stopped and consumers
i this part of the country should be treated like consumers elsewhere,

Withering Public Institution

. 53
The beleaguered pub-
lic offices have come

under a mew wave of
employee associations
broadening the turf war,
The new rallying point
is to assert the right for
the coveted packages in
wages given to the
provingial secretariaf,
CGuided by the tools
employed by secretariat
emplovees to secure
bloated wages in com-
parison with the
attached department, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance,

They have further
asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of
attached  departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees, A
few days back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
announced its  with-
drawal from a grand

alliance of other
employees’ Ass0CiA-
tions. The alliance was
formed to put pressure
on the government for
demands  they all
shared; which included
the rise in pay and
allowances and to
address the discrepan-
cies.

A growing
number of
employees
adding public
grievances

The growing number
of employee associa-
tions, 1n the name of
their welfare, under-
scares the growing utili-
ty of forming pressure
groups 1o rotract
spheres of influence.
Taking a cue from the
past, the growing trend
will bring serious pres-
sure on the frail institu-
tional framework
adding to public griev-
ances.

One of the phenome-
na, engendered by
growing pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large that
institutions have expo-
nentiglly grown in size,
while at the same time
turned into pathetically
ossified entities, fore-
telling their imminent
faill. The eventuality

will not only bring
about suffering for all
employees  associated
with these institutions
but it will also add to
the flight of the public
at large. The bloated
oversize  of  public
departments in associa-
tion with their age-old
calcified nature has
turned them into a self-
serving superstructure
and lost relevance to the
COMmon man,

A department
created for the
general public

turned into a
service provider

for employees
only

A department created
for the service of the

general  public  has
turned into & service
provider for  their

respective employees,
All the offices at dis-
trict, divisional or
provingial levels have
more affairs related to
employees than that of
the ones for whose wel-
fare the same are creal-
ed. The resources
placed at the disposal of
these institutions with
the aim to alleviate the
issues of citizens, are
arrogated to themselves
and have turned into a

bone of contention for
members of the institu-
tions. Speaking of per-
sonal experience of a
department, with dis-
trict and divisional level
offices, it was noted that
more than 90% of the
correspondence  made
with that office was
related to the personal
affairs of the employees

working in that depart-
ment. It is the case with
every public  sector

institution. Their raison
detre is service unto
selfl’

Element
of powers
keep their
opponents

at bay

The element of powers
among emplovees’ asso-
ciations also include larg-
er size; the larger the
size, the more nuisance
value to keep the oppo-
nent at bay At the
provincial  secretariat
with the aim to enlarge
its own size decades-old
clerical stafT positions are
exponentially expanded
leading to a “one size fits
all’ structure. Despite
?pecmiiz‘ahop in every
ield wrning into a norm,
the public sector is stuck
in an age-old manage-
ment model. The infor-
mation technology devel-

S
Asghar Harifal

opment has turned the
ublic sector  structure
imto an obsolete enlity.
The manpower and the
machine have found no
compatibility. The uni{
change in the last 73
vears is that number of
ositions  has  shifted
TOm One service group to
another. Mutual bargain-
ing among the service
groups is termed reform
in the system. A third-
body assessment guided
Dlﬂ% by the public inter-
est has never taken place,

The resistance 1o cha
nge has not only left the
public sector unwork-
able, the private sector
has overtaken it in the
market, When private
sector SETVICES are
required from the market,
the public sector func-
tionanies are found total-
ly clueless about the
trend in the market, Res
ultantly, the public sector
is uniformly character-
ized by sub-standard qua
lity. The public sector has
still not parted from the
role, long performed by it
but is now overtaken by t
he prvate sector with b
etter performance. A rol ¢
swap from a playertwoar
egulator has still not tak e
n place. The role of regu |
ator, which should have b
een taken by the public s
ector, is distasteful for it,

The author is a serv-
ing Balochistan
Secretary for Archives
and Culture

Time for an election

By Mosharraf Zaidi

The polycrisis  in
Pakistan rages on. Urgent
g!.l-ll_ESHUﬂS agilate _li'lf Con-

ition of the Pakistani. A
sovereign default may not
be imminent, but an exis-
tential economic crisis
has raged for months,
perhaps 3hear=: ~ depend-
Img On WNo 15 measuring
what. How Iorpﬁ_ before
economic  difficulties
cause major social unrest
in Pakistan?

The dissolution of the
Punjab Assembly means
that an already frayed
federal compact could be
tested more severely than
al any stage since the 7th
NFC Award and the 18th
Amendment. How much
dissonance between

rovinces and across the
federation can the exist-
ing system bear before
subnational  narratives
and movements emerge
as key variables in gover-
nance? c

The terronsm of the
TTP has surged in recent
weeks, Can the coun
continue to send its sol-
diers and police person-
nel in harm's way without
a coherent, politically
feasible counter terrorism
strategy in place?

Significant chunks of
post disaster reconstruc-
tion remain pending from
the 2005 earthquake and
the 2010 floods. Will the
reconstruction  of  the
damage caused by the cli-
mate  change “induced
superfloods of 2022 fol-
lenw g different trajectony?

Afghanistan is relative-
9' le after nearly four

ecades, but short periods
of stability there have
always produced long

ericds  of instability.

ill the Taliban be able
to sustain their control
over Afghanistan’s terri-
tory in & manner that
evéntually leads 1o the
end of terronst sanctuar-
ies in that country?

’ Saudi_aﬂi.rahlacis fg:ham -
ing rapidly, and for the
ba%ter. Flﬂm)rs the millenni-
al  leadership  of
Pakistan’s most  vital
strategic partner have the
appetite 1o continue deal-
Lr;g with the dysfunction

the dinosaurs of the
Pakistani military and
civilian elite?

China has responded to
the domestic pressures
that the strict Covid-19
Iockdowcrls bm there had
generated by opening up
to travel. Suddenly ﬁmg'e
is hope that economic
growth forecasts could be
revised upward. Will a
once-again IFOWInG
China revert to the pre-
pandemic laissez faire
infrastructure  financing
binge in countries like
Pakistan? )

_ There 1sn't an obvious
right or wrong answer to
any of these guestions.
Many of the determinants
of these questions lie out-
side the jurisdiction of
Pakistan or Pakistanis,
Yet there is one thin
common to them all
They are  substantial
questions. Can a weak
and internally contradic-
tory government scared
of "its own shadow,
answer such questions
Mot even a little bt

Pakistan has  been
aching for a free and Far
election since 2018, The
only way the country has
any chance at tackling
these questions is by con-
ducting a truly free and

fair election. Only a gov-
emment with a fresh
mandate ~ even if such a
mandate is conjured up
through a coalition — can
attempt to tackle these
challenges. Absent the
public’s renewed confi-
dence through an elec-
tion, there is no version of
Pakistan that will work.
Of course, an election
and a new mandate, even
a thumping majority, do
not guarantee thai the
resulting government will
be able to tackle these
uestions capably. But
they will be able to tackle
them the way they want,
the way the Pakistani
wants. Since 2018 the
decision of the military
leadership to install a
overnment of its own
iking in Islamabad has
meant that elected civil-
ian leaders have neither
the full agency to sink ar
swim on their own, nar
the liability to be answer-
able for their decisions.
Tmran Khan's populari-
ty after losing the vote of
no-confidence in 2022 is
not easily explicable or
rﬁeplmat:df:I but it is not
entirely drawn from his
charisma nor the appeal
of Khan's lies about a
global anti-Khan conspir-
acy. Il is also not hinged

on the anti-military tone
that Khan adopted after
being dumped by his

once-upon-a-time
patrons.  What  does
explain some of Khan's
appeal since 2022 is that
he very clearly aligned all
his weaknesses with the
military leadership and
all his strengths as his
WL )

It seems unlikely that
the PML-N or PPP can
pull off such sophisticat-

ed and effective political
messaging in the weeks
and months to come - but
there should no doubt
about their attempts to do
s0 in the not-too-distant
future. Both PDM meém-
bers wall attempt to dis-
tance themselves from
the cool shade of the mil-
itary's bhosom  under
which they currently
reside, This 15 a manogu-
vre both parties have
honed over decades, and
one that Khan hias master-
fully taken from under
their noses.

The military may have
gotten too used to having
all power in Pakistan
flow to it and through i,
Things that feel gﬁu are
easy 1o catch and hard 10
guit: Claims of the mili-
tary being neutral or hav-
ing dissociated from poli-
tics were clearly greatly

exagoerated.
a%’euf these factors

make an early and imme-
diate general election
even more imperative,
No one in  Pakistan
should be more keen fora
free, fair and credible
general election than the
military — so it can rid
itself of the stench of the
post 2006 era and the
‘mistakes’ of 2018, 2022
and everything before,
during and after But as
ever there are vultures
and parasites lined up
from here to eternity,
ready to argue against the
most obvious way for-
ward Tor the country,
Three of the argumenis
meril dismantling, early
and often.

The first and most fre-
quent argument against
an immediate election is
the one used by many that
are understandably ~con-

vinced that absent a PTI
victory, Imran Khan will
refuse to accept the out-
come of any election
This is true and has been
roven in 2013, But what

ppened in 2014 was
more important. Khan
camped out, kind of, at D
Chowk — and he huffed
and puffed as is his wont,
but he could not blow this
house down. An elec-
torally legitimate Nawaz
Shani survived the triple
threat of Tahirul Cadn,
Imran Khan and the
invisible  hand  of
Pakistani politics
Winners aren’t whiners.
Hold a free and fair elec-
tion. The loser won’t
have the capacity to
destabilize or undermine
a real winner — just like
2014. Besides, if Khan is
not going to accept any-
thing buf a victory, then
holding an election in
October 2023 or holding
itin April 2023 will make
no difference. Hold the
election, As soon as pos-
sible.

The second argument
against an immediate
announcement of elec-
tipns is that the country
and its economy aren’t
stable enough for an elec-
tion, But this was true a
year agzo, and the econo-
my has gzotten  worse
since then. Yes, Shaukat
Tarin_lined the Finance
Division with landmines,
but Ishag Dar is doing the
same. The economy can-
not recover without diffi-
cult decisions that require
the electorate’s mandate
The desperate retired
uncles arguing otherwise
as they salivate at the
prospects of an unelected
cabal of technocrats tak-
ing over Pakistan.

Senseless punishment

; e

ishment is reg-

ularly used io
discipline chil-

. dren in
Pakistan, The latest report
by Zindagi Trust reveals
some shocking  stats:
about 75 per cent of
schools including public,
private, and religious
imstitutions reported that
they practice corporal
gunishmenL and around
4 per cemt_of children
reported going through
some form of punishment

da{:l_)'. .
orporal  punishment
affects children regard-
less of their race, age, sex
and social backeround
However, differentl
abled, young, and social-
ly marginalized children
are  more  vulnerable
Punishment can include
psychological aggression,
physical punishment, or
other violent and humili-
ating behaviour as a form
of = discipline,  This
includes locking children
in the toilet, forcing them
to stay in uncomfortable
and ht_:r:]dlatmg] posi-
tions, hithng or slapm
on the face, hands, Qﬁ
OF edrs.

About 45 per cent of
Pakistanis are under the
aﬁ;e of I8, according to
the latest Unicef Pakistan
Country Office annual
report. Currently,
Pakistan has the world’s
second-highest number of
out-of-school  children
(DO0SC) with an estimat-
ed 228 million children

d 5-16 not attending
school. The environment
of schools in Pakistan is
often not child~f’n’cndlg
and the use of corpora
punishment can result in
more children dropping
out of schools.

Pakistan’s  corporal
punishment problem aris-
es from Section 89 of the
Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC), which provided a
I:)e*gal defence for the use

corporal punishment;
‘_‘Nnthm% which is done
in wood faith for the ben-
efit of a person under
twelve years of age [...]
by or by consent of the
suardian or other person
aving lawful ve of
that person, is an offence
by reason of any harm
which it may cause.”

To protect  children
from maltreatment, the
Criminal Law (Second
Amendment) Act 2016
inserted Section 32BA
titled “cruelty to a child’.
It states: “whoever wil-
fully assaults, ill-treats,
neglects, abandons or
does an act of omission or
commission, that results
in or has, potential to
harm or injure the child
by causing physical or

sychological injury 1o

im...". However, the
amendment in the law did
not effectively tackle the
menace of corporal pun-

ishment.
Recently the lslamabad
Capital Territory (ICT

Prohibition of Corpor

Punishment Rules 2022
were notified by the
Federal Ministry of
Education _ and
Professional  Training.
These rules were passed
under the Islamabad
Capital Territory
Prohibition of Corporal
Punishment Act 2021
(ICT Act 2021), which
prohibits mToral _Fun:ﬁh-
ment in the [CT. The Act
specifically  acknowl-
e_diu that a “child has the
right to be shown respect
for his personality and
individuality and shall

By Rida Tahir
not be made subject to
corporal punishment or
any other humiliating or
degradin treatment”
{Anicle 3). .

The TCT Act 2021 is a
ct}m?re_hmmv@ piece of
legislation as it prohibits
corporal  pumishment,
“...all its forms, at work-
place, in schools and
other educational institu-
tions including formal,
non-formal, and reli-
gious, both public and
private, in_ child care
institutions muiud,ujy# fos-
ter care, rehabilifation
cenfres and any other
alternative care settings,
both public and private,
and in the juvenile justice
system”.

The 1CT 2021 Act mir-
rors the Sindh Prohibition
of Corporal Punishment
Act 2016 (Sindh 2016
Act). The rules under the
Sindh Act 2016 were
notified in July 2021,
after a delay of five years
by the Sindh Education
and Literacy Department,
This highlights the non-
serious attitude of the

rovincial government
owards ecnfical child
rights violations.

n Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), the
Child Protection and
Welfare Act 2010 has
abolished corporal pun-
ishment under Article 33,
The Balochistan Child
Protection Act 2016 and
CumEuJSD? Education

o mn

Act 2014 ot address
corporal  punishment.
However, it was prohibit-
ed in all schools in

Balochistan through a
notification  issued on
April 13, 2019, by the
director of school educa-
tion. It is important to
mention that Punjab has
not enacted.

The Scholz-Biden meeting

German  Chancellor
Olaf Scholz’s meeting
with US President Joe
Biden in the White
House last Friday, for
obvious reasons, did not
catch  global media
attention,

It was not expected to
fetch the flashy head-
lines, but nobody pre-
dicted such a bland
meeting  between  the
heads of state of the
superpower  and  the
world s largest economy
and Europe’s largest
military and economic
powerhouse — and that
too on the heels of the
anniversary of Europe’s
bloodiest post World
War conflict,

The last few weeks
have witnessed too
much di]ir‘mmal'rc suall
in the global arena on
the kraine WAr;
Zelensky made dramatic
dashes to Washington
and key European capi-
tals, while Biden made a
sensational surprise trip
to Kyiv to support the
Ukrainian  president.
But, unlike those glam-
ourized visits, Scholz
went to Washington on a
‘wurkinlg trip” with a
relative very mild
agenda that was prima-
rily focused on support-
ing Ukraine against
Russia and finding ways
to  enhance estern
unity.

Devoid of ceremonial
pomp and flurry, the
working visit was more
symbaolic in nature with-
out involving any rou-
tine MOUs or agree-
menis  signing  cere-
monies. Chancellor
Scholz, who was barely

in office for two months
when the Russians
troops entered
Ukrainian territory last
ear, has been criticized

y his detractors for his
inabality to assume the
European  leadership
role vacated by Angela
Merkel’s departure in
the last one year, This
trip was considered very
crucial in terms of his
efforts 1o regain the
momentum for the
German leadership of
the European continent

President Biden very
Euignanﬂ}r lauded
scholz as! “You stepped
up and provided critical
military support and
you know, 1 would
argue that beyond your
military support, the
moral support im ve
to Ukrainians has been
profound. And you've
driven historic changes
at home — increase in
defence spending and
diversifying away from
Russian energy sources
— I know that has not
been easy, very difficult
for vou.

This actually encap-
sulates  the political
_'Huumey of Scheolz in the
ast one yvear. There is
noe  doubt  that, after
Merkel's exit, German
diplomacy has been wit-
n_::ssm?_a_gradual ero-
sion of its influence and
Scholz has been project-
ed by the media as a
phlegmatic leader who
takes decisions only
when pressured o do
so. Many examples are
cited to wvalidate this
point, particularly the
delayed decision to send
Leopard  tanks to

Ulkraine.

Chancellor Olaf
Scholz delivered a high-
ly significant speech in
modern German history
a year ago, where he
overturned  Germany's
post-Cold War stratecic
thinking. In this speech
which was made in the
Bundestag three days
after Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, Scholz
referred to the Ukraine
war as a "Zeitenwende",
meaning a significant,
tectonic shift, He prom-
ised to bring about a
Earadtgm _shift in
dermany's foreign and
defence policies as a
response. He has cer-
tainly moved in this
direction, particularly in
the domain of defence
spending, but so far the
progress is very slug-

gish. )
After taking charge,
Scholz  pledged to

exceed the longstanding
Mato target of spendin
at least two per cent o
Germany's gross domes-
tic product on military
expenses. In addition,
he also announced the
establishment of a
Euro100 billion invest-
ment fund, twice the
size of the annual
defence budget, for the
Bundeswehr {armed
forces).  Although a
third of the fund has
already been allocated
for new weapons pur-

chase, not a single
enny of the Eurol0)
illion has yet been
expended or the

defined segments, Some
observers altribute this
delay to former defence
minister Christine

Lambrecht, who was
retained by Scholz
despite indications of
rocrastination,  until
eing replaced by
Pistorius in January this
vear, who has since
restored some sense of
direction and vigor to
the beleaguered min-

':sql'y.
he German defence
minister, Bons
Pistorius, 15 widely
acknowledged for hav-
ing invi%oratedl the min-
istry 1:r!!1:w-'m%J the
departure of Lambrecht.
Similarly, Scholz 1s
being seriously  eriti-
cized for his exceeding-
Iv delaved “ves’ to send
erman  tanks  to
Ukraine. After months
of persistent requests
and diplomatic pressure,
Scholz vielded in late
January and declared
his intention to dispatch
14 Leopard main battle
tanks to Kyiv, with
other countries that pos-
5E55 German-made
tanks also  offering
theirs. However, Berlin
acted only after receiv-
ing assurances from the
Ug that it, too, would
furnish tanks, despite
initially refusing to do
80,
Scholz was initially
hesitant to make a bold
move and kept on wail-
ing for Washington's
decision to make a simi-
lar move, However, he
is being credited for his
efforts ta wean
Germany off its inordi-
nate dependence on
Russian energy sup-
plies. With remarkable
speed, Germany has
managed to reduce its

dependence on Russian
energy by constructing
new terminals for ligue-
fied natural gas imports,
AMAassing ocas reserves,
and identifying alterna-
tive providers.
Interestingly, Scholz,
who is facing growing
protests at home against
%meg mMore Weapons 1o
kraine, is the only
European leader asking
his colleagues 1o desist
from  ‘outcompeting’
each other on providing
weapons  to Ukraine
irrationally. By agreeing
to send Leopard tanks to

Ukraine, Scholz  has
made a momentous
decision in  recent

German political history
which is also a testa-
ment to the country's
willingness to engage in
foreign military inter-
vention, which was pre-
viously hampered by
post-war hesitancy.

The  Scholz-Biden
meeting did not add
anything new to the
ongoing Western sup-
port to Ukraine but has
given some plus points
to Scholz in his bid to
Eradual&[y make

ermany the nucleus of
European umnity
Tronically, amid souring
Sino-US ties, Scholz
was the first European
leader who went to
Beijing, which also
reflects his tendencies
to develop his inde-
pendent global perspec-
tive, away from the dic-
tates. of the White
House, to strike a prag-
matic balance in
Germany's foreign poli-
cy.He is also among the
select,

Inequality and
hunger

eginning  on
Ma},}? 24,3 the
W o v 1 d
Economic
Forum 15 gath-

) ering mn Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussin
the global tax system an
financial inclusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemig,

As  the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
1g, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eaupte around the world

ave shid further into

poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and apriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
$382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone {to
say mothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Owxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 30 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2. 52 tnllion a

ear, That's enough to [ift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vacecines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a2
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality  and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progréssive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wedlthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Tinti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance,”

The letter 15 signed b
actor and activist Mark
Ruffzlo, as well as sup-

riers of the In Tax We

rust movement including
.ﬂbi%ﬂlt Disney, Morris
Pearl, and MNick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (1PS) and
fnequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,
A npew report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
le around the world
gve slid further into
poverty during this fime
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
gires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth mcrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
ers,
In January, an analysis
bv the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 530 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
ear. That's enough to lift
3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.
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Three power generation
facilities in Thar Block-11 to
generate 1,320MW

ISLAMABAD: “After
the successful commer-
cial ration of EPTL
2x330MW Power Plant
on 10th July 20019, TEL
Power Plant on st
October 2022 and
ThalNova Power Plant on
17th February 2023, the
three power generation
facilities in Thar Block-11
are fully capable of zen-
eratin &:mss output of

1,320MW to  promote
ower utilization  in
akistan"

This was stated by
Fhang Ke, spokesperson
of the TEL and ThalMNova
Power Plant project in an
mterview  with Gwadar

Pro, : :
Zhang said that during
the entire course of con-
struction and commis-
sioning, the TEL and
ThalNova Projects have
created thousands of jobs
for the locals,

Al the peak stage, there
were more than 1,200
Chinese and over 5,000

Pakistani employees
working at the Tite,
including engineers,

laborers and secunty per-
sonnel,

He said that upon the
accomplishment of these
prgiects utilizing local
coal resources, Pakistan
will be able 1o ease 113

long-term  reliance on
imported coal for power
generation, which will
considerably reduce
Pakistan's foreign curren-
cy expenditure.

He believed that the
benefits of cheaper elec-
tricity  will boost the
economy locally and
nationally, with® more
imvestment opportunities,
more  infrastructures,
maore jobs, and more con-
sumption that will bring
the economy f0 a more
VIruous c:r:;le.l.fﬁ:;n_ the
success of the Reliable
RUN TEST (RET) of the
ThalNova 1 X330MW
Power Plant project INP

Govt asked to secure tariff

cuts on export of sports
goods: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD . Export
ers have demanded the
Pakistani  government
negotiate tariff conces-
sions with other countries

on exﬂl:l-on of sports goods
“The  government
should include sports

goods in the list of goods
given tariff concession
while signing trade agree-
ments with other coun-
tries,” Mohsin Masood,
Secretary  General of
Pakistan Sports Goods

Manufacturers and
Exporters  Association
(PSGMEA), told
WealthPI

He said that sports
goods manufacturing is a
well-established industry
in Pakistan, but it never
got the attention of the
SUCCESEIve governments.

“Pakistan is producing
world-class sports gfo :
ucts, including footballs,
basketballs, hockey
sticks, sportswear, boxin
equipment and gloves,
Masood added.

He was of the view that
sports goods manufactur-
ing mostly relied on
exports due to a lack of
sports activities in the
country, “We need gov-
ermment  support  in
exporting our products,’
he said. ]

He said that if the gov-
ernment could secure

some tariff concessions
o expﬁrls 10 Variopus
COuntrias,

exports  of

Pakistan's sEcrrls Ddgmds
could be enhanced sub-
stantially

He said that recently
Pakistan had negotiated
zero-duty in Llzbekistan
for export of several

roducts under
Izbekistan Pakistan
Preferential Trade

Agreement UPPTA), but
not a single sports prod-
i:_lct was included in the
ist.

Masood  said  that
Pakistan and Azerbaijan
were expected to sign
PTA in near future, “The
Pakistami  government
should also negotiate for
taniff concessions  for
sports  goods,”  he

emanded.

He said that Central
Asia could be a good
market for sports goods,
especially footballs, vol-
leyballs, baskethalls, and
sparts gloves if the gov-
ermment tried to negotate
and include these items
on the list for items given
tariff concessions,

He said that Pakistan’s
sports goods  exporters
only had concessions on
tariffs in exports 1o
European Union coun-
tries under the GSP-Plus
status. “Pakistan’s sports
goods exports to the EU
countries had grown dur-
ing last few years due to
concessions on tarffs,”
he added

Under the current GSP-

Plus status, Pakistan is
given zero-rated tanff
reference. on  almost
1% of tanff lines to the
ELl market.

According to the min-
istry of  commerce,
Pakistan's overall exports
to EU increased by 47%
under the GSP-Plus dur-
ing last seven years. The
exports to EU increased
from %6095 billion in
2013-14 to $B943 in
2020-21

Pakistan has free trade
agreements and PTAs
with several countries
that also include conces-
sion in tarifts on certain

items, Masood  said,
adding the government
should also” negotiate

with those countnies to
include sports goods as
well,

The PSGMEA’s secre-
tary general urged the
overnment to support
the sports goods industry
in research and develop-
ment. He also suggested
that technical traimng for
manufacturing of sports
goods must be provided
as it would add good
humat resource in the
industry and boost _]lﬂb
creation Masood also
demanded that Trade
Development Authunp'
of Pakistan (TDAF)
should prepare a smart
stratesy  for  ensuring
maximum "Sublicﬂ_v o
traditional TNP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ship seized huge quantity of drugs dur-
ing deployed on Regional Maritime Security patrol at North Arabian
Sea.

Japan to provide
grant to five NGOs for
development projects

ISLAMABAD:The
Government of Japan has
decided to provide 1t
assistance of up to USD
255,430 to five non-gov-
emmental organisations
(NGOs) for dg'.-'e]npment
prg]lecls in Pakistan

he grant confracts
were signed between Ito
Takeshi, Charge d°
Affaires ad interim of
Japan to Pakistan and
representatives of the five
N at the Embassy of
Japan, said a news release
issued here on Tuesday.

The NGOs, including
Bural Aid Pakistan,
Rumbur  Development
Welfare & Conservation
Society, Hana
Development  Couneil,
Saibaan  Development
Organization, and Dir
Area | Development
Organization, will imple-
ment the projects. :

Ageor mﬁ to details
Rural Aid Pakistan will
receive a USD 65617

grant to install solar
power irfigation systems
m four agricultural vil-
lages in Narowal district,
Punjab. The project will
improve agricultural
infrastructure in an envi-
ronmentally-friendly and
sustainable way, and then
contribute  to  boosting
farmers’ income with the
efficient increase in food
CTOpSs.
umbur Development
Welfare & Conservation
Society will receive a
USD 51,907 grant to con-
struct check dams and
protection walls for disas-
ter prevention and an
incinerator for a hygienic
environment in Chitral
district, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). ~
The project  will
enhance security when
natural disasters such as
sediment flow caused by
heavy rain occur, and also
help environment preser-
vation by introducing

proper disposal of waste.

ana  Development
Council will receive a
USD 49489 prant to
install electricity facilities
in seven villages in
Mandi Bahauddin district
of Punjab. The project
will make electricity
available for the villagers
and improve their living
standards by enabling
them, for example, to turn
on a light at night and use
home ~electrical appli-
ances and farm equip-
ment,

Saibaan Development
Organization will receive
a USD 56418 grant to
ave one kilometre of
ink road in Mansehra
district, KP. The project
will offer local peaple
better transportation
infrastructure, and then
make il easier and safer
for children to go to
school as well as improve
access to medical facili-
ties and cities. [INP

China's enterprises
encouraged to invest in
Pakistan in shoe industry

ISLAMABAD

Recently, _ Wenzhou
Council for the
Promaotion of
International Trade

(WCPIT} orgamzed a
video conference on shoe
leather |ndu5t% aimin
to encourage Wenzhou's
export-oriented enterpris-
es to invest in Pakistan
and promote in-depth and

effective  cooperation

between  China  and

Pakistan. ;
Hussain Haider,

Consul General of the
Consulate  General of
Pakistan in Shanghai,
addressed the event,

believing that the seminar
provides a good npl:urtu_
nity For China-Pakistan
exchange of shoe leather
industry. G
“Pakistan 15 rich in
leather raw materials,
synthetic leather materi-
als, machinery and other
related products. | hope
that Chinese entrepre-
neurs can see the devel-
opment  potential  and
invest in_our shoe leather
industry,” Haider said.

Ahmed Fawad
Faroog, Secretary
General of Pakistan

Footwear Manu facturer
Association, introduced

quality leather products
made in Pakistan.

Faroog  said  the
Pakistani Government i3
guiding and supporting
its leather industry bﬁ
providing pelicies suc
as exemption of imporn
duties, reduction of regu-
latory duties and encour-
agement of automation.

On  behalf of the
Chinese _side, WCPIT
vige president Zhu Ciangi
said that the conference
provides a new platform
and new opportunities for
the development of
leather industry, and fur-
ther broadens.

-

ISLAMARBAD:Royal

Highness Prince Fahad bin Mansour Alsawnd and

o

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Pakistan Nawaf a group photo
during Launching Ceremony Saudi Pakistan Teach House at loecal Hotel, in

Federal Capital.

Committed to bringing
Pakistan forward for green,
sustainable development

ISLAMABAD: This year will

see the 10th anniversary of the

China-proposed Belt and Road

Initative (BRI} and the 10th
anniversary of the launch of the
China—Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC),

As one of the key enterprises

participating in the construction
of the CPEC, POWERCHINA

has been active in various fields
such as energy, electricity, water
management, and infrastructure
invesiment in Pakistan since it
entered the Pakistam market as

eag{ as 1987

er the past 30 years, POW-
ERCHINA has completed the
103 projects in Pakistan, includ-

ing the first roller-compacted
concrete (RCC) dam in Pakistan
the Gomal Zam Dam

MultipurposeProject, and the

first mainstream hydropower
station on the Indus River — the
Ghazi-Barotha  Hydropower
Project, the largesi installed
1})} ropower  station the
arbela  4th&Sth  Extension
Hydropower Project, and the
largest wind farm — the Tricon
Boston 150 MW Wind Power
Privject,

In the past tem years, among
the first 20 energy and infra-
structure projects of the CPEC,
POWERCHINA has participat-
ed in_the investment and con-
struction of 11 projects. POW-
ERCHINA has consolidated the
traditional power business, and
continued to contribute to the
development of new energy and
other fields.

Pakistan's largest hydropower
hub project currently being con-

structed by POWERCHINA, the
Diamer Basha Dam Project, will
become the tallest and largest
RCC dam in the world, and is
expected to provide Pakistan
with 18.1 billion KWh of clean
electricity every vear As the
project progresses, it is expected
to provide more than 20,000 job
opportunities, which is consid-
ered as one of the many positive
effects of the project by Nadeem
lyas, a Pakistani engineer of the
projeci.As one of the leading
enterprises in China, POW-
ERCHIMNA has carried out high-
guality clean energy project con-
struction and operation in accor-
dance with international stan-
dards, and is committed to
improving Pakistan's infrastruc-
wre conditions and alleviating
local power shortages. INP

Chinese, Pakistani officials discuss
luggage industry cooperation

BEIIING: Represeniatives
from Zhejiang Ruian Municipal

Government and the Consulate

General of Pakistan in Shanghai

held an online trade and invesi-

ment maichmaking meeting.
According to China Economic

Met (CEM) on Tuesday. the two

sides conducted in-depth discus-
sions on trade and investment

cooperafion in lugease and other

key industries in Huan City, and
reached consensis on accelerating
bilateral cooperation. )

Al the meeting, Hussain Haider,
Consul General of the Consulate,

stressed Pakistan’s demand for
middle and high-end luggage and

baps and explained the trade and
investment policies of Pakistan,
He pointed out that Pakistan's

overall policy on foreign invest-

ment @5 lenient, and foreign

imvegtors are free to invest in
Pakistan excepl in a few prohibit-
ed sectors, with no shareholding
Jirmil

“Lnder China-Pakistan
Economic Cornidor, Pakistan is
introducing  more  favorable
reform  measures fo  attract
Chinese investment. which will
also create betler conditions for
Ruian enterprises to do business in
Pakistan,” Haider said.

Ruian, a mli!)or mianufacturing
hub for bags, leather shoes, auto
partz and electrical equipment in
east China's Zhejiang province, is
rapidly developing an expor-ori-
enled econony.

In these areas. both China and
Pakistan have complementary
industrial structures and strong
demand for cooperation, whic
has laid a solid Foundation for

Pakistan Navy seizes
drugs worth Rs4
billion in sea raid

Karachi: Pakistan MNavy in an action in the
Arabian Sea foiled a bid to smuggle narcotics worth

nearly Rs4 billion,

As per details, Pakistan Navy’s ship during an
action in the open sea arrested smugglers and recov-
ered 280kg of crystal meth. The recovered drugs are
worth Rs4 billion in

nearly
spokesperson added.

The smugglers and the recovered marcotics have
been handed over to law enforcement agencies for
probe. In a separate action in 2020, Pakistan MNavy
in a successful intelligence-based operation busted a
major contingent of narcotics being sent by sea.

raid near the outskirts of Karachi, the seaways
adjacent to Mubarak Village was explored where a
vessel carrying copious amounts of Hashish and
Heroin were confiscated. According to details, the
recovered amount of the bust is approximately 300
roximately which includes 675
ashish and 4 kilograms of

million rupees a
kilograms of
Heroin INP

the market, the

Chinese Foreign Minister
Qin Gang briefs the
media: Highlights
B A e e e

relations at a press conference on Tuesday during the
first session of the 14th Mational People's Congress,

China's top legislature,

China ﬁn'n(_l{\;n_ opposes any form of hegemonism,
ina stands frmly against any form of

ﬁuwm‘ politics

egemonism and power politics, against the Cold War
mentality and camp-based confrontation, and against
containment and suppression.China has steadil
resumed exchanges with foreign countries, and China's
diplomacy has pressed the "acceleration button" INP

bilateral industnial cooperation.

Chen Peng, vice mavor of
Ruian, proposed 1o promote
China-Pakistan cooperation on 2
regular and systematic basis, He
also sent an official invitation to
Haider, hoping he would lead a
delegation to Ruian for a field visit
and [ooked forward to early resulis
of bilateral cooperation.

Haider hnﬁed 1o hold an online
"B2ZB" matchmaking meeting For
business representatives of both
sides 1o achieve direct dialogue
batween trade and investment cir-
cles. and hold an offline invest-
ment conference fo accelerate the
implementation of cooperation
projects Representatives  from
Rwan Bureau of Commerce,
Municipal Council for  the
Promotion of Intermational Trade,
and Ruian Luggage INP

Law Minister, UAE
Ambassador discuss
bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 1o
Pakistan, Hamad Obaid Thrahim
Salem Al Zaabi called on Mimster
of Law and Justice Azam MNazeer
Tarar in Islamabad on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the two
sides discussed bilateral national
issues between the two countries,
.E‘peakm on the occasion, Azam

azeer Tarar said LAE, being an
old friend, has always supported
Pakistan in testing times.

He said we are grateful to the
United Arab Emirates for its assis-
tance in economic stability of the
country. The Minister said overall
sifuation of the country 15 improv-
ing under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shant

He said the Ministry of Law and
Justice of Pakistan and the
Ministry of lustice of the UAE
will continue o cooperate for the
benefit of both the countries and
the convenience of the people. On
the  occasion, the  UAE
Ambassador appreciated
Pakistan's role for peace and sta-
bility in the region. He said politi-
cal “and economic stability jn
Pakistan is important not only for
Pakistan, but for the entire
rewion, [IMP

Qureshi, Fawad
booked for inciting
speeches

LAHORE: Police have regis-
tered a case against Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’ (PTI1) leaders
Shah Mahmood Qureshi  and
Fawad Chaudhry for making incit-
ing speeches and accusing state
institutions of hatching a plot to
assassinate former prime minister
Imran Khan, says in media reports.

The first information report
(FIR) was registered on the com-
plaint of Sub-inspector Waseem in
the Race Course Police Station in
the Punjab capital. Both PTI stal-
warts, according to the FIR, heid a

ress conference at Zaman Park in

ahore where they allegedly pro-
voked public for viclence It said
the presser caused traffic jam on
the main canal road, adding that
Mr Chauwdhry attempted to spread
hate among people for the state
institutions.

FIR said the PTI leader also
alleged the state institutions of
hate 1m% an assassination Elm
against Imran Khan, On March 3,
a team of the capital police
reached the Zaman Park, the resi-
dence of Imran Khan in _the
Lahore, after a district and sessions
court of Islamabad issued a non-
bailable arrest warrant for him in
the Toshakhana case

Later, Fawad Chaudhry took 1o
social media and warned that any
attempt to arrest the PTI chief
would further deterniorate the situa-
tion. INP

FAISALABAD: A student showing her gold medal along with her moth-
er during 26th convoecation of Agriculture University, in the City.

Pharma sector seeks

essential

nomic  cnsis

medicines  in
order to ensure =mooth
supply. The current eco-
has also
iu;}paﬂed the pharmaceuti-

sector in shape of short-

inflationary adjustments in
medicine prices: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The
pharmaceutical sector has
called upon the govem-
ment to allow inflationary
adjustments in the maxi-
mum retail price (MRP) of c

age of imported raw mate-
rials and machinery due to
impaort restriciions.

sved Faroog Bukhari,
Chairman Pakistan Pharma
ceutical INP
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, Urban Planning & Development Depariment
percentage lender based on Composite Schedule of Rates 2018, Govemmenl of Balochisian,
amended up-io-date from inberested  Conbraciors [ Fim who hawe the renewal up fo date . for the
work listed balow: EarnestMoney 3% Tender Fea Rs. 50000, Time limitJune 2023

[
Sbi Division invites sealed

@‘ TENDER NOTICE g'g

The DIRECTOR GENERAL 30UTH Inviles bids from Eligible
Bidders for axscution of following works for the Year 2022 hased on
Composite schedule rales 2018 on Percantage Rales.

Tender Fee Rs.1500/- and Bid Security 3% T5222303262823

BNo  NameofScheme

EfCost

TURBAT TOWN DISTRICTKECH

1 INSTALLATION OF SOLAR STREETLIGHTSAT 15,000,000

ofthe: Under- signed

Emal: baloch-nusrat@hotmealicom

Pubdished by Asim khan af  C-F Kabir Building Printed of AlNeeed Printing Press Moando Khoil Plaze Mission Roewd (huefo.

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules — 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: Presance in
Active Tax Payer List. The bidding fimm musd not be backlisted ty
any procuring agency of Pakisian . Balochistan Revenue Authority
Ragistration is required. The- bidder mus{ have complated 1
Assignment of similar nature of work, Tumover of al least 3,000,000
PR Amount in 3 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacity of the firm, Registration with Pakistan Engineering council
[PEC) C-6 and above (up o 25 million ) in Relevant category and
specialized code is EE 11 (i) (Solar). Declaration of Non Blacklisting
on Mon Judicial Stamp Paper. Registration
Procedurs Of Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding
Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in
the form of Bank Guarantes, Depesit at Call of 3 % specified above
in the name of fhe under-signed From a scheduled bank. Tender
Documents: The bidding documents can be obtainad from the office
1,500 PKR. Issuance of tender Documents:
Fram the dale of publication of NIT o 22™ March, 2023, during office
hours on working days. Last Dabe of bid submission: The Tenders
must be submitted latest by 22 March, 2023 11:30 AM. Tender
opening: All tenders will be openad on same day at the office of the
under signad at 12:30 PM. Address: C-30, Rallway Housing Sociaty
Joint Road, Qustta Phone ne: 0300-9383825

of Firm With BPPRA

BPPRA website Le

the Executive Engineer Lirban

No.2770/07-03-2023

r wwndprpobpk. =

1. Provision of Water Supply Scheme along with Sclar System ai Satenwadi, Oid
Makwand and Karam Khan Shahr District Kohlu TSE-222303263813

ELIGIBILITY OF BIDDERS:The Contractor musi have valid registralion with Pakistan Engineering
Council in relevent Category, C-6 & above in relevant discipine i2. CE 08, EE 11 respectively.
Reqistration with tax authorities Le. (NTN, BRA and Sales Tax Department), where applicable. Three
Years Relevant Work Expenence. The contractorfirm musi nol either be bisck Ested nor imolved in any
litigation. The biddar must have simiiar work experience or has complated or has similar work in hand for
applying in the tender and produce cerificates foriginal) of compleBon. Tumover of at lzast equivalent ko
T0% average in a5t three years showing financial capacity of firm, The firm quoting thair rates 10% below

The Tender Formi Bidding Documentswill be issued from the dale of first publicaBion fill submission
date and time during working hours and working days. krom the eddress mentioned below/ head office on
productionof grean challan form for an amountas mentioned aboverespectively | as bidging documents
chargas Non —refundable) deposited in the head of accounl C-03870 Ihrough Government
Treasury /Mational Bank of Pakistan against written request which should be onariginal letter head pad
having name ,address, phone numbers and signature of the contractor. or can be downloaded from
Tender application showd accompany with Eamest Money in
ghape of deposit al call in favor of the undersigned issued from any scheduled bank against firm's
Account. Name of firm should be clearly mentioned on instrumant (Depaosil al callin Fp). Application for
issuance of tender documents accompanied with valid copies of PEC License, NTM and Sales Tax BRA
Certificates, CNIC, and Registration of fim! Partnership Deed/Sole PropristorshipPower of
AttomeylAuthority lefter from the contrachor in favor of their representative. No lender will be issued
without showing the required docurnents in "ORIGINAL". ISSUANCE OF TENDER DOCUMENTS: The
tendar documents will be issued from the date of publication of this NIT Bl date of submission Le 22
March, 2023 during office hours. DEADLINE OF BID SUBMISSION: The technical and financial
proposas from infending contraciors ! fems sealed in two separate arvelops clearly marked with work tile
and type of proposal must be submitted lalestby 22 March, 2023 at 1300 Hrs at the office of the
undersigned. TENDER OPENING: The Envelopa containing tachnical hids will be opened on the same
dayie. 22 March, 2023 by 1400 Hrs in the office of the undersigned before procurement commitiee in
the presence of cantractons or thesr authorized representatives. Second envelope containing financial
bids of technically qualified bidders will be opaned kater the date and fime of which will communicated after
evaluation of technical bids, PLACE OF ISSUANCE AND SUBMISSION WILL BE:- Address: Office of
Planning & Development Department Sibi Division, Sibi. E-mail Address:
BID VALIDITY PERIOD: Ninety (30) Days, TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
Blacklisting, Integrity Pact and All ather AFFIDAYITS (To be provided by the bidder on Stamp Paper of
warth Re-100/- duly attested by notary public) and the others Tarms and condiions arg mentioned
(incorporatedin detal inbidding documents).

wdpr_gob

£ (2 dgpr.balochistan
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China to opt for ‘mutually beneficial coexistence with USA: FM

BENING: China hopes the United States will explore the nght way to get along with China that benefits both
countries and the world, Foreign Minister Qin Gag%r, said Tuesday

Speaking at a press conference on the sidelines of the first session of the 14th National Peug!:’_s Congress, Qin “The new journey of China’s diplomacy will be an expedition with Etm‘ms and dreams, and it will also be a
said China will continue to follow the principles of mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and win-win coopera- Ionﬁl}'ﬂ}rage through stormy seas.” he said, vowing to meet challenges head-on. .
tion 1o pursue a sound and stable relationship with the United States, o ) _ China will foster an enabling external environment for building a modern socialist country in all respects, and

“We hope the U.5. government will listen to the calls of the two peoples, rid of its strategic anxiety of “threat  write a new chapter in China’s distinctive major-country diplomacy in the new era, said the Chinese foreign min-
inflation,’ abandon the zero-sum Cold War mentality, and refuse to be hijacked by “political correctness,™ he said.  ister,

Foreign Minister Qin Ganyg said that China has pressed the “aceeleration button™ and sounded “the clanon call”™ “China fully respects Middle Eastern countries as the masters of their own affairs. We have no intention to fill
for diplomacy. “We will follow the guidance of head-of-state diplomacy.” he said, adding that China will host the  a so-called vacuum,” Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang said. “And we will not build exclusive circles,” he
first China-Central Asia Summit and the third Belt and Road Forum for Internaiional Cooperation this year

China stands firmly against any form of hegemonism and power politics, the Cold War mentality, camp-based
confrontation or acts that contain and hold back other countries’ development, Qiin said. .

"We will take it as our mission to defend China’s core interests,” he said. “We will resolutely safeguard China’s
sovereignty, security and development interests.” 7T :

China will build on iis extensive partnerships, and take openness and development as the objective, said Qin.

nity with a shared future for mankind. promote greater democracy in internaticnal relations, and make global gov-
emnance more just and equitable.

ded

In the Middle East. China will be a facilitator for peace and stability, a cooperative partner for development
and prosperity, and an enabler for building strength through unity, Qin stressed, j :

China-Europe relations are not targeied at, dependent on, or subjected 10 & third party, Chinese Foreign Minister
(in Gang said. No matter how the situation develops, China always regards Europe as a comprehensive strate-
gic partner and supports European integration, Cin said, i X . . .

ina hopes Europe truly achieve strategic autonomy and lasting secunty and stability, he said. China 15 will-

ing to work with Europe to uphold true multilateralism, and to deepen the comprehensive strategic partnership,

Carbon tax to help cut
greenhouse gas emissions,
raise revenue: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Carbon tax can significantly help
Pakistan shift from non-renewable to renewable energy
sources in order to reduce carbon emissions and
InErease revenue L . ;

Talking to WealthPK, Dr. Abid Qaiyum_ Suleri,
Executive Director at the Sustainable Development
Policy Institute, said, “We need to start thinking differ-
ently about how energy and carbon tax can help ignite
our shift from non-rénewable to renewable  enerpy
sources. Implementing carbon tax can potentially help
minimize the use of fossl fuels in Pakistan™
~ "Making fossil fuels more expensive and introduc-
ing carbon tax will incentivize individuals and busi-
nesses to find alternatives like the r_cncwable_cncr%}'
sources [solar and wind power]. This can ultimately
help reduce carbon emissions and mitigate the effects
of chmate change,™ he smd, ; e

According to Abid, Pakistan is expeniencing the
harsh reality of chimate change with extreme weather
events like floods and droughts becoming more fre-
quent, He said the economic cost of ignoning this press-
ing issue was too high for the government to overlook,
as Pakistan entered the summer last year without pass-
ing through the spnng, The umgency of the situation
requires both gi.u_st_au_'laE'Ic lifestvies and support for the
govermment's initiatives, he added, )

“China provides an inspinng example of adopting
and scaling up sustainable technologies such as solar
and wind energy. Focusing on one technology and scal-
ing it up can make it affordable for ordinary citizens,
creating a domino effect. This potential must be

“We will reject “decoupling,” and oppose sevenng industrial and supply chains and imposing unilateral sanc-
tions,” he stressed. . . . . . o
in also underscored the importance of multilateralism, and said China will promote the building of a commu-

—

c'xE_IDTed further, with sgcuial emphasis on electnic
vehicles (EVs),” he added. i

The expert suggested that Pakistan must learn from
China's suecess and adopt a similar approach to tackle
climate change, It is essential for the govemment to
take these issues seriously and proritize sustainable
development, he said ) . )

He added that with the right policies and invest-
ments, “we can make a difference and create a brighter
future for ourselves and the planet.”

According to the latest research conducted by the
Islamabad Policy Research Institute (TPRI), carbon tax-
ation is a key factor in reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions, particularly carbon emissions. The study high-
lights that the mg&g_scmun agriculture, and livestock
account for over 90% of greenhouse gas emissions in
Pakistan Although Pakistan's contribution to global
carbon emissions is less than 1%, it remains highly vul-
nerable and is among the top 10 countries most affect-
ed by cllmatc_chanﬁt.hucmdujg to 4 study to combat
this rssue, Pakistan has set ambinous goals to reduce its
projected emissions by 50% overall by 2030, with 15%
reduction below business as usual (BALU) from domes-
tic resources and an additional 315% reduction below
BAL subject to international financial support :

_ The study also reveals that the highest carbon emis-
sions are coming from Sindh, followed by Punjab, KF,
and Balochistan Sindh’s carbon emissions aceount for
34% of Pakistan's total emissions, while Punjab 27%.
KP's energy sector produces 1% of carbon emissions,
while Balochistan accounts. INP

QUETTA: A"ha-ggw woman 'il'oid'lie;'h'a'by while nskiﬁg some mé'r':y to commuters.
Punjab, KP polls: Imran challenges

ECP to approach | gania) to suspend his arrest

Pt}:L g;ﬁg‘:}i‘;‘; warrant in THC

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan  Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) Ex-CM
ISLAMABAD:; The Election 'll'ehreek-e-Emaf “TTI[? Chﬁ;mmn ]eadde&MEIilsm_ Shachnawa._z Ranﬂ;.} PAKIS IAN NAV i SHIP
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has | Imran Khan challenged on  an e Election Commission ¥
B ( ) Tuesday a local ccurl’sgdecisiun Pakistan's  (ECP) lawyer Saad Pll[l]ﬂh

decided to approach Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shant for assistance in hold-
ing elections in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as relevant ministries
paid no heed 1o its requests.

According to media reports, the
electoral body would ask the premier
to release funds and take steps for pro-
vision of security in both provinces.
The decision to write a lefter to the
prime minister was taken over non-
cooperation_from  the Minstry of
Interior and Finance.

The letter will be sent in light of the
Supreme Court’s ruling smting that
elections in the both provinces must
be held within 90 days of the dissolu-
tion of the assemblies. The PTI had
dissolved the Punjab and KP assem-
blies in January, seeking fresh elec-
tions. Last week, President Dr Arif
Alvi on Friday gave assent to April 30
date to conduct the all-important elec-
tions in Punjab.

The president's announcement came
minutes  afier  the  Election
Commission of Pakistan {EEF? ro-
posed dates for holding general elec-
tions in Punjab following a landmark
verdict of the Supreme (,gnulrt
_In a letter to President Arif Alvi ear-
lier, the electoral ’|:_rud5 recommended
a day between April 30 and May 7 for
elections in the province where assem-
bly was dissolved in January last. The
letter was dispatched after Chief
Election  Commissioner  (CEC}
Sikandar Sultan Raja chaired a meet-
ing of the ECP officials INP

Imran Khan to
lead PTI election
rally Today

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader Musarrat Jamshed
Cheema on Tuesday said the PTI
would incept an election rally in the
leadership of PTI chief Imran Khan
from his residence at Zaman Park to
Data Darbar tomorrow Wednesday at
Ipm
Taking to Twitter, she wrote that the
whole nation was aware of “Save judi-
ciary, save Pakistan™. “The judiciary
atlemﬁled to save the country from
anarchy and guard the Constitution,
which brought them under fire”, she
added. o

Om the other hand, the political tem-
perature rose in the country as the cap-
ital city police had, earlier; reached Mr
Khan's residence at Zaman Park to
arrest him in connection with his mul-
tiple absences from apﬁeanng before
the court in the Toshakhana case
despite the court's orders directing him

_ The police "remained unsuccessful”
in arresting him. However, Mr Khan
later decided against appearing before
the court citing secunily threats as the
reason INP

SHC suspends
by-polls on 9 NA

seats in Karachi

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court
gSHC} on_Tuesday restrained the

lection Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) from holding by-polls on
Mational Assembly &(NA} seats in
Karachi. : :

The SHC issued the verdict on a

tition moved by nine former
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf MMNAs from
Karachi against the acceptance of their
resignations by the Mational Assembly
ERElELs s o

In the petition, they maintained that
after the LHC wverdict, the speaker
could not issue any notification
regarding acceptance of the resigna-
tions. )

After hearing arguments, the SHC
suspended the by-polls schedule
which were to be held on March 16
g}gd adjourned the hearing till March

The by-elections were scheduled to
be held in the constituencies of NA-
241 Korangi Karachi-TII, NA-242
Karachi East-1, NA-243 Karachi Eas-
II, MA-244 Karachi East-111; NA-247
Karachi South-1I; NA-250 Karachi
West-Ill, NA-252 Karachi West-V;
NA-254 Karachi Central-11; and NA-
256 Karachi Central-TV INP

against the suspension of his arrest
warrant in the Toshakhana case
against him in the Islamabad High

ourt,

A day earlier, additional ses-
sions judge Zafar [gbal had reject-
ed the request of the former prime
minister secking the suspension of
a non-balable amrest warrant
against  him  issued n the

oshakhana case Khan, in the
petition filed in the THC, request-
ed the suspension of his arrest
warranl. He also sought an imme-
diate hearing of the petition today.

The deposed prime minister 1s
yet to appear before an Islamabad
sessions court in the Toshakhana
case despite a non-bailable arrest
warrant against him. .

_ At the outset of the hearing ear-
lier in the day, Sardar Masroof

Khan, a jumor lawyer of Imran
Khan, appeared before the lower
eourt, leanwhile, Pakistan

Hasan also appeared in court.

Additional sessions judge Zafar
Ith:la] inguired whether I[mran
Khan wouldn't appear in court
again today. The lawyer said it
was not known whether Imran
would appear or not and that a
semor lepal team of the PTI chair
would appear before the court at
10am. The court then adjourned
the hearing tll 10am

When the hearing resumed,
ECP's lawyer Hasan requested the
court to adjourn the hearning il
March 9 as Khan is due in the
IHC. Ranjha supported the
]au?'er; request saying that the
PTI chief would sure {1“‘ ar
before the high court on March 9.

It is worth mentioned here that
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECPF) disqualified former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf chairman Imran Khan in the
Toshakhana INP

Shab-e-Barat bring
observed with religious
reverence today

. ISLAMABAD:Shab-e-Barat
is being observed with religious
reverence across the country
today Tuesday night

On this Farti_cular night, the
majority of faithful seek for-
giveness from Allah Almighty
and the people whose rights
were usurped consciously or
unconsciously.

They prefer to keep fast on
the very next day to express
submissiveness in the court of
Allah Almighty and beg His
countless blessings for both the
worlds

The faithful would also
organize several gatherings and
Mahafil-e-MNaat to achieve Allsh
Alm:‘]ghty's blessing in the
world and the life hereafter

They would bow before the
Allah and pray for getting rid of
the menace of terrorism besides
showing right path to disgrun-

tled people. plaving in the
hands of anti-state elements.
. Ulema and religious scholars
in their sermons would high-
light the teachings of Islam and
various aspects of the life of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) so that
the followers could lead their
lives in line with the Quran and
Sunnah
_The houses, streets and espe-
cially mosques to be decorated
with. colorful pennants and
bunting whereas at night these
were well illuminated by means
of electric lights, candles or
even oil lamps: o
Besides, people to wvisit
graves of their near and dear
ones, seeking Allah .-ﬂLIrnlght%"s
blessings for the departed souls
Special security arrangements
would be made for
observance of
Barat". INP

eaceful
"Shab-e-

Legendary actor
Qavi Khan laid to
rest in Canada

LAHORE: Lr.:gcndar% actor
Qavi Khan has been laid to
eternal rest in Canada. )
The funeral prayers of Qavi
Khan, renowne Pakistani
actor, has been offered in
Canada after his body was
buried in the graveyard of
Muslim Community. Former
legendary actor’s funeral was
attended by his close relatives
and large number of Pakistani
COMMUNItyY.

He had passed away yester-
day at the age of 80 years.
Renowned actor was a cancer
atient and had traveled to
anada to his family for his
treatment. .
Qavi Khan was born in
Peshawar in 1942, He had
worked in theaters, radio and
more than 200 TV dramas and
films. The legendary actor was

awarded with ‘Pride of
Performance’ and ‘Sitara-e-
Imtiaz’ awards for his out-
standing performances. .
He was also nominated for
‘Mishan-e-Pakistan” award this
rear and also received ‘Life
ime Achievement Award® in
tribute to his work for Radio

Pakistan and Pakistan
Television. Some of his mas-
terpieces included ‘lakhon

mein teen', ‘alif noon’, ‘and-
hera ujala’, ‘angar wadi’' and
‘ashiana’ among TV serials
and also played roles in
movies like ‘tiger gang® and
sarfarosh’.

He had passed away vester-
day at the age of B0 years
Renowned actor was a cancer
atient and had traveled to
‘anada to his family for his
treatment, INP

Buzdar’s
interim bail
extended till

March 16

LAHORE: An account-
abifity court on Tuesday
extended the intenm bal
of former Punjab chief
minister Lsman Buzdar in
the assets beyond means
case. The court extended
Usman Buzdar’s interim
bail all March 16, }

The former Punjab
chiel minister appeared
before an accountability
court in assets beyond
MEANs case.

At the outset of the
heaning, the NAB prose-
cutor informed the court
that the questionnaire was
sent to [sman Buzdar but
the anf-graft watchdoz
did not get a reply from
the accused

At this, Buzdar’s coun-
sef told the court that his
clhient would submit a

reply to NAB question-
naire on March 13,
Furthermore, the
accountability court
extended Usman

Buzdar's imtenm bail till
March 16.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the NAB
Executive Board
launched an investigation
agamnst Buzdar in assets
beyvond the means on the
recommendation of NAB
Lahore. INP

Info Minister
criticizes PTI
Chief for his
constant refusal
to appear in
courts

ISLAMABAD:Ministe
t for Information and
Bmadcnshn% Marriyum
Aurangreb has severely
criticized PTI  Chief
Imran Khan for his con-
stant refusal to appear in
courts amd face cases
against him .
Addressing media per-
sons in Islamabad, she
said Imran Khan does not
appear in courts because
he is fully aware that the
day he would appear in
court, he would be arrest-
ed because he has com-
mitted crimes.  The
Information  Minister
accused Imran Khan of
taking shelter behind
women and children to
avoid arrest by the police.
She said the PTIT Chief
needs an NRO to escape
unishment for the crimes
e has  committed
Marriyum  Aurangzeb
challenged lmran Khan
that if he has not commit-
ted any erime, he should
appear in courts and face

QI_JETTA: Daily wages labour sitting with their work tools along roadside while wait-

ing for customers .

SIEZED NARCOTICS
AT SEA

Islamabad: Pakistan
Navy Ship while
deployed on Regional
Mantime Security patrol
seized huge quantity of
drugs in a ¢ounter
Marcotics Operation  at
Morth Arabian Sea

Pakistan MNavy Ship
while underiaking mar-
itime secumnty operations
intercepted a suspicious
stateless fishing boat at
sea. Upon search of the
boat, Pakistan = Navy
troops seized 280 Kdg nar-
cotics {Crystal and Ice)
worth approsamately US

iime

$15 Million in interna-
tional market The vessel
and crew members were
later handed over to Law
Enforcement
for further legal proceed-

'm_g[ls. )

he successful anti-
narcotics operation by
Pakistan Navy Ship reaf-
firms PN resolve to deny
illegal activities in mar-
[ z0ones of
Pakistan.Pakistan MNavy
Ship while undertaking
mantime security opera-
tions intercepied a suspi-
cious stateless fishing

boat at sea. Upon search
of the hoat, Pakistan
MNavy troops seized 280
Kg narcotics {Crystal and
lee) worth approximately
US %15 Million in inter-
national market. The ves-
sel and crew members
were later handed over to
Law Enforcement
Agencies for further legal
E;oc&ed_mgs The success-
ul anti-narcotics opera-
tion by Pakistan Navy
Ship reaffirms PN resolve
to deny illegal activities
in maritime zones of
Pakistan PR

e AW 5PN

Agencies

KARACHI: Women lighting candle at their love ones graves in graveyard on
the occasion of Shab-e-Barat.

LHC directs Aurat March
organisers, DC to decide
venue by 2pm

LAHORE:The Lahore Hi%,h Court
%HCJ directed on Tuesday the Aurat

arch  organisers  and  Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Rafia Haider 10
finalise a location for the march by 2pm

The development came during the
hearing of a plea filed by a citizen seek-
R‘I{g permission to organise the Aurat

arch a women's rlgﬁ?s movement in
the country in Lahore on March 8. The
district administration of Lahore, last
week, denied the march organisers per-
mission to hold a public rally

The local authonties were requested
to grant permission for the event, how-
ever, the city's DC tumed down the
requests citing threat alerts from securi-
ty agencies as the reason. During the
hearing on Tuesday the court ordered
both parties to hold consultations to
decide on a venue, o

The Lahore deputy commissioner and
the superintendent of police (SP} Ciwvil
Lines appeared in the court. Justice

Anwaar Hussain heard the petition and
said that these matters are brought to the
court every single time, |

The DC smd that this time they were
requested to grant permission to hold the
march at Nasir Bagh. "PSL is also taktn:#
place and hence, the teams also travel,
she added. "Why are public gatherings
taking place then?" questioned Justice
Hussain. The court remarked that the
olice become active when a political
eader makes an appearance. DC Haider
said that a clash ook place last year dur-
ing Aurat March.

. "You cannot stop them from nis-
mhg Aurat March," remarked the LHC.
The ested that the

q_ﬁublic prosecutor su
march could be held outside Press Club.

The court remarked that the adminis-
tration is directed to maintain the law
and order situation in the city. It added
that the organisers of the march should
also take rcﬁnmhthr}r that there would
be no nots. [INP

Farmers struggle amid rising
input costs, insufficient market
availability: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Farmers are finding it
difficult to sustain their ivelihoods amid
risimg input costs and insufficient market
gvailahility

Talking to WealthPK, Muhammad
Bilal Igbal, an official of the Natonal
Agriculture Research Centre (MARC),
said 1t was worrisome that input cosls
werg on the increase and market avail-
ability was shrinking for farmers, whose
incomes were constantly decreasing,
“These issues have broader implications
for the country's food security and eco-
nomic growth.” )

He said prices of seeds, fertilisers and
pesticides had skyrocketed in the recent
months due to devaluation of the
Pakistani rupee against the US dollar
because most of these inputs were
imported.

lorecver, he said farmers often had
to rely on informal credit sources with
hizh interest rates to finance their inputs,
which further increased their production
costs. Bilal Igbal said to address these
issues, the government could devise

policies that promoted the use of locally-
progluced inputs or provided subsidies
on nputs to reduce the financial burden
on farmers. “In addition, initiatives to
improve farmers’ access to formal cred-
it could help them secure loans at lower
interest rates.”

“Another challenge for farmers is
insufficient market availability, which
Lirmits their abality to sell their produce at
fair prices, Many small farmers do not
have direct access 1o markets and have
to rely on middlemen, who often exploit
them h¥l offering low prices for their
crops,” he pointed cut.

“Furthermore, inadequate storage and
transportation facilities often result in
post-harvest losses, reducing the income
that farmers can earn,” he maintained.

The NARC official called for devel-
oping better market linkages for small-
holders such as farmer cooperatives or
contract farming arrangements with
buyers. “This would help farmers access
more lucrative markets and reduce their
dependence on middlemen. "TNP




