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Justices Mansoor Shah
amal Mandokhail o
SC call for revisiting CJP’s
‘one-man show’ power

Water filtration
plants non

functional in
Balochistan

Manan Mandokhail

UETTA:Most of the
water filter plants are not
functional in Quetta_and
ather parts of Balochistan
for the last few years
Water filtration plants
installed near the Chief
Minister’s Secretaniat and
Governor’s House are
also not functional

e are deprived of
clean drinking water”,
Muhammad Hashim, a

w Hittps:// www.quettavoice.com/ ABC Certified

Former ombudsman

Balochistan Wasey
Tareen passes away

Court suspends
termination of VC
Lasbela Umerlty

.S)m.'/lh‘ Shah

TTA:The  Balochistan
Coun (BHC) on Monday
nded a notification issued

the chancellor/ Governor
alochistan about the dismissal
of the Vice Chancellor Lasbela

Higl

Sa—

The
sacked four VCs of four public
universities of Balochistan on
March 2

Dr_ Dost c|llzednmc:)mpl‘amfet?‘, H'n 1
stat lat most o 1€ Cit=
Muhammad Baloch fren were lking Gcan o, Jrales Na chance of
challenged the Saber Crluanon - plsat Peopfe are making water
notification of installod by ihe Seilanl dontivad Siltration
Governor civil haspital Quetta eprive Of p]an{s
802 water clean functional:
s Jiltration plants  dpinking Official
gnd M Jusiice Muhammad were installed water e i e chgmcsof
s P ; =
order on a petiton filed by Dr. [ in Balochistan making the,  niltration

In Quetta and most
parts of Balochistan, peo-
ple are deprived of clean
drinking water Despite
repeated  appeals, the

Dost Muhammad Baloch, the
VC Lashela University of|
Agriculture, Water and Marine
Science (LUAWMS).

e gﬂvemmenl had no
resources o do so. He
requested  anonymity
since he was not author-
1zed to speak to, the
media The “water ﬁhra—

The Balochistan gov-
ernment had announced
to the restoration of all
802 water filtration plants
to provide clean drinking

Ahmed Bazai of the Balochistan
University  of  Information
Technology Engineering and

Balochistan and other concerned
authorities regarding the case.
Thc case was adjourned till April

hearing. Mr. Shah pleaded that as
per the Balochistan Univers
Act e Chancellor ca

dlsmlss the VC prior 1o lhe Management SClences § water {o the masses.  provincial government is  tion plants were estab-
of his tenure without any BUITEMS), Dr Shafique ur | However, th‘. Public yet to make filtration lished during the late
P mqmry If any VC is found of Goverﬂor ehman, the Vice Chancellor § Heali vineering  plants functional General ervez
hearing_ any misconduct or corruption, Umverskéy of Balochistan, Mt § Department (p‘fu-m is Despite ted lusharraf government 1n
In view of the contention the government can form. an remaved 4 VCS Magsood. the VC of Loralai § vet to make the out-of- spi repeal Balochistah to provide
raised by the leamed counsel of  inquiry committge to probe into University ~and Dr. 05t § Grder plants functional atlcmpls the Daily clean drinking water to
the petitioner, the petition is  the allegations. Only then, if the throush a Muhammad Baloch, the VC | ™A "welfare trust can Quetta Voice was notable - the people. Dver 1000
admitted for regular hearing, allegations are proved against 3 g Lashella Science and Marines | restore  the filtration 1o et the official point of i mia{ep:]‘spumr:uﬂl;
Muhammad~ Akram Shah the VC, then, ﬁea‘she can be nofification University M. Baloch chal- § plants but our govem- Vview. One of the senior emplovees have been get-
lenged the Chancellor’s decision § ment is least bothered”, officers of the PHE
Advocate represented the VC  sacked Notices were issued to el e e i adad the el % tm{g salaries since then
Lasbela University during the the Advocate General of COutt, susp - | Shahid Khan, another cit:  department said, “this is  buf the

lams are s(ll]
The VCs include Dr. Farooq  fication in this regard. izen g‘mdm! outside the  now an old pmjm nnn-ﬁxm:{?

Pages of lessons found reduced in
Balochistan Textbook Board

“There was only a book of Class V in the govemment article of only one party, while the
News Desk . N schools of Balochistan have been fear is that the volume of paper in
n}stake in g!e sequen}e iaken out without any approval. the books :;f]mhe itiés and other
In the Balochistan Textbook of pages”, Secretary o, The volume of the subjects is also r [
Board, along with administrative ] i book, which was 160 In terms of the number of pages,
incompetenc, finwicil corrup- SR B R paggi*’ in 2022, hus been OIS 1 black and white a5 well
tion has also been revealed, an P
tha pagax. and lusdoas: of the s oren, e officels say Bt reduced this year and has — firm has s benefiied by crores of
books of different subjects have sequence of ﬁw pages. “ have remained at 144 peesd o ehgewemmem ueah;-
been reduced, sources in the directed the cmcemed authorities The volume of the book, which ;'ayjmmt(o ‘f‘t Sl It: .
Balochistan Textbook Board 1o correct this”, Rauf Baloch, the 160 2022, has been OCHISIAN e a5
r s [onzs il used delay tactics in the publication
said — o s SB%".‘.’; "rEc‘L“fg's:' B“F]ﬁw};i’ ) reduced this year and has remained  and deliv, ksl
”u'.g,i“"mfé’“';n'f printed in mil- s&:;tcxtb ol e offici: sﬂ?y m 144 pages, while nocurdmgdte The e?x’c has demanded that

ly ten ﬁpagcs If
et

should be

: w‘"cﬁ- Tl aI tee
reduced, there is a difference of FE roval of removing three copies 2052 wﬁ“m' diff
gtores of pages which bencfits ‘!.l:'u%?m’s:&:z"u:’;:::‘f*:z&g s e e e gg.g.sd l:"gnxgﬁf m‘:nul‘f‘ﬁ:z}
while the Government of f.?’ﬁﬁ‘.. ac“mcfde:;'r”mg :egﬁ 3r canorllnlgmgglmfarmumth|sdng.(u.bllilshm dl:n mdlﬁ;o%[:eckaﬁﬁlumc and
Balochistan pays the entire pay-  increase the size of the paper, but this been revealed that millions uf of the books and compare it
ment. year, three lessons from the Urdu pages have been reduced in on wuh e advertised tender.
0
Former ombudsman Justices Mansoor Shah, Jamal
. . s,
Balochistan Wasey Tareen Mandokhail of SC call for revisiting
’
CJP’s ‘one-man show power
passes aWay Justice Syed Mansoor took suo motu notice of the
Ali Shah and Justice Jamal palls in Punjab and Khyber
member of the legal fraternity. Khan Mandokhail of the Pakhtunkhwa, saying “that
Staff Reporter ngy Tareen was upreme Court have called there appeared 1o be a

for revisiting the power of “lack of clarity” on the

QUETTA:Former Ombudsman pﬂ!'l'i‘t-(.‘ﬂ[b’ associated the “one-man  show™ matter. Justice Bandial also
Balochistan, Wasey  Tareen with ANP enjoved by the chief jus- constifuled a nine-member
Advocate breathed his last on Polally, Wisey Tueen vas tice, saying thal the coun- bench — comprising him-
hdeidey sring o vt slfiog s i N | 515,00 5o ol 55 et ot

Sajid Tareen, the Prosecutor Vano‘f?NE;l;mp; bellg;Lgmti:: tary decision of one man” Shah,  Justice  Muni
Gencal o Balochisan and the St | i, 1 G & ABks, ha Fug
med;in?eor\ryagg‘?r:r;%n e demise of Wasey Tareen | soniing note — released on Mazahar Ali Akbar Nagvi.

Wasey Tareen was taken 1o Advocate and prayed that may | nonday hows after the SC Justice  Jamal Khan
Karache?. from Quetta after his Allah rest the departed soul in | ook up the PTTs plea chal- 4 Mandokhail, Justice
health condition “deteriorated. He peace lenging the posiponement elections i Punjab and  solved Muhammad Ali Mazhar

Wasey Tareen would be laid to
rest in his anccstmmgavcyard in
Pishin district of Balochistan verdict regarding holding

After SC judges question 'one-man show', Maryam
reiterates her ‘bench -fixing’ stance

elections fill October 8
Maryai, the scioﬂ or lhe Sharif family's
5

Khyber Pakhtunkl Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Justice Umar Ata

Bandial on February 22

and Justice Athar Minallah

served as the ombudsman of — o hear the case Web
Desk

of elections n ).i jab —
Balochistan and was an active

for the top court’s March 1

where the two provinci
assemblies have been dis-

one man, the Chief Justice’

In reaction to the questions raised by two
Tn a 27-page demﬂedmlmg. Justice Syed 8 r
an

Supreme Court judges regarding the pow-

ers of the chief justice earlier today, Mansoor and Justice Jamal ' uh(:cal dyms?(
Pakistan Muslim L N PML- ) il pointed out (hat it mmpoﬂam m to expose Imran Khan s fz
Senior Vice President and Chief iser  “to revisit the the judiciary with full force

er directives were endorsed in the

Maryam Nawaz has said the judgement is
°s statement which read: “Unfair, vin-

power of ‘one-m;
enjoyed by the eﬂ‘:ee of the Chuﬂusnce of
reflective of her party’s narrative regarding ik

“bench-fi dictive decisions and testimonies against
- "i:t;]?ex?hgnmanfgn u:\' ‘hﬁ [Snpﬁeﬁ; Ma’yam aSks haw WI” !ilw‘;z Eﬁu}xfggi“eqded loge“:am\.llglétnbsef!ore
e s v g Mo L R M e
ile presiding over a meeting e air, if bench no arif to urman, n;y
ke Monday. ’ ot id: “Violation of the Constituti 1
B e opment in the top constituted fairly il b el N S
coun two judges from the five-member Evidence o?ﬁ]usuoewlh Nawaz Shmf‘ws

rge ch — hearing the Pakistan Khan wants to

Tehreck-e-Insaf’s petition over the post-

?(Oﬂ ent of elections in Punjab and
hyber Pakhwnkhwa — raised questions

over the powers chief luslme of

Paklsmn(&lP). saying the apex court “can-

not be dependent on the solitary decision of

The dcvelopment came minutes after the now Wl'fmﬂs ““Imran
country's top court served notice to the
Election Comm::suon of Pakistan, adjoum-
ing the hearing on the Imran Khan-led
E.grpys petition which challenged the
's orders to put off Punjab Assembly

of evldence against Khan
ml:ind those invalving
ﬁhnna. and his

f‘melgn fund
alleged dangmar ‘l'ynon ‘White. Web Desk
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Editor

Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Asim Khan

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and apprehen-
sions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist political parties.

The census staff is yet to reach the people living in urban parts of the

ce. What to speak about the remote areas of the province, which covers

o
ﬁnif of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of entire

Pakistan.

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan

Specific law and order

and administrative issues mal

lains,

rate counting of all individuals in Balochistan.

As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% population of

m%gad long di
ke it very difficult to make sure proper an

aceu-

the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. It is ironic fate if this
meager population is not counted properly during the census of 2023,

Census also a sensitive topic in Balochistan

Like in some cities of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to be
one of the sensitive topics in Balochistan, Almost all political parties are skep-
tical about the process of the current enumeration/census

The Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of Afghan

refugees in the census I

change in Balochistan. Si

rocess and fear that this would bring a demographic
milarly, the Pashtoon nationalist parties fear that their

(ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored under the garb of Afghan

refugees.

Balochistan makes up only 6%
The resource-rich provinee of Bi

population of the entire country
loct a nominal

in the

l;_srliamem with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a total of 342,
he province has no say in the farmation of the federal government, and distri -
bution of development funds under the federal public sector development pro-
gram (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share of 6% percent in services is
swallowed by Islamabad through fake domiciles

Balochistan is la;

ng behind all other provinees in terms of key social indi-

cators including education, health, sanitation and clean drinking water.
Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of the

worst governance

To be precise, all political parties should put their heads together and bury the
hatchet and come up with one point agenda that a fair and transparent ceénsus
should be conducted before it is already late.
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Looming threat of climate
change in Pakistan

Pakistan 1s threat-
ened with the chal-
lenges  of climate
change. Be it global
standing_or regional
vulnerability  caused
due to climatic threats,
Pakistan is on crossing
the red line. This is so
alarming as much as it
is so mteresting. Is

ere sameone looking
after climate change at

1al or feder-
n ];'SRISIBI’I‘?

Ministry of Climate
Change at the federal
Tevel is di layed to

are environmental ?ro-
tection agencies that
look after the conform-
ity of environmental
regulations m various
sectors contributing
certain types of pollu-
tions. These provincial
agencies act as regula-
tors and with a stick
they enforce the en
ronmental laws which
can_cater for only a
limited version or a
speck of what forms
the big idea of climate
change. At the provin-
cial Tevels like at the
federal level. there is
no agency that 15 tech-

nically sound, com-
posed of such profes-
sionals and equippe:
with such facilines as
to counter the gram
horror  of  clumate
change.

No~ climate change
data being collected at
the provincial level

s for and
statistics, there 15 as
much on

act only as a regulator
and one that has the
technical capacity to
still maneuver only
unto the limitations of
checking the quality of
ambient airs.

Similarly, at all the
provincial fevels, there

Gaming out a

Ammar Habib Khan

Pakistan has been in a
precipice of default for
the last few months, des-
Eeruie\y segkmﬁ external

elp, enar.(:n% raconian
policies, while refusing
to initiate any structural
reforms.

About mne months
back, when the global
commedity cycle was
easing out, and interest
rates were increasing
globally, ample warn-
mgs were given for some
course correction. An
expected increase in
interest rates globally
was a harbinger of tighi-
ening in global liguidity,
making it diffieult to
rollover existing debt, or
raise fresh debt in a time
of global macroeconom-
ic instability.

The warnings that
were doled out in the
first half of 2022 went
unheeded, and the fiscal
profligacy of the govern-
ment continued without
any thought of potential
unintended conse-
quences, The soverei
continued with its fiscal-
Iy irresponsible ways,
while the central bank
continued to encourage
such {.smﬂigacy through
stimulative monetary
actions, even though the
situation called for an
accelerated reduction in
fiscal deficits, and to put
the house in order.

The government
refused to expand the
taxation base, and when
someone tried to do the
same, they were quickly

shown the door. As the
taxation base remained
largely unchanged, real
growth in tax revenues is
negative as inflation far
outpaces any growth in
tax revenues.

Precious  time was
wasted, and is still being
wasted.  The govern-
ment, and the usual sus-
pects, continue 1o pre-
tend that they are living
in an environment where
interest rates globally
are zero, and we are
flushed with liquidity,
and the country may get
a bailout yet another
time. Such stubborn
behaviour has led to an
illusion that the country
may get yet another life-
line. But 1t may not be
forthcoming “anytime
soon, as we have seen
lately with considerable
delays in the resumption
of the IMF programme —
something  that could
have been done about six
months back.

Since we did not do
any course cofrection
earlier, and continue to
believe in unicorns, the
chickens are now com-
ing home to roost. The
central bank - the State
Bank of Pakistan -
increased the policy rate
to its highest ever level
of 20 per cent, and still
we are in a deep negative
real rate region, signify-
ing potential for another
round of interest rate
hike. As the interest rate
increases, so does the
cost of borrowing, and
the government is the
largest borrower in the
country.

Government borrow-
ing makes up almost 70

r cent of the country’s

anking assets. Over the
ﬁeam, the government

as completely crowded
out private-sector credit,
as it borrowed to plug
perennial fiscal deficits.
The government bor-
rows through the bank-
ing system through a
mix of treasury bills,
bonds, sukuks, and other
instruments, as well as
through its various state-
nwue% entities.
Government borrowing
through various modes,
whether directly, or indi-
rectly is more than Rs22
trillion. The government
through its ~inefficient
commodity procurement
programmes has_also
accumulated significant
debt to support ill-con-
ceived squcn ﬁr_wes -
the cost of which is also
borne by the taxpayer.

s inierest rates
increase, so will the cost
of borrowing, and inter-
est pa¥menls on that
debt. The government
will continue to print
more money to pay
interest on the accrued
debt, and create more
debt in the process. It is
estimated that 1f interest
rates increase more and
the government does not
plug its deficit, almost
two-thirds of the govern-
ment budget will inad-
vertently go  towards
servicing de%l

Such a rapid growth in
debt servicing require-
ments will squeeze away
any room for develoy
mental expenditure As

inflation is expected to
top 40 per cent, there
will be a pressure to
increase  government
wages, and pensions.
This will increase the
expenditure side, and
lead to further deficits.

In the absence of any

lan to reduce fiscal
deficit, the ability of the
sovereign 1o keep pIuE-
ging the deficit with debt
15 quickly eroding, As
debt repayments become
unsustainable, the next
best option is a move
towards restructuring of
debt, often referred to as
default. A scenario
which is already in play
in countries like Sri
Lanka, Ghana, and
Zambia. The common
thread between all 1s a
coterie of overconfident
policymakers, An event
that “we could have
avoided, and may still
avoid, but absence of a
plan, and the sheer
aloofness of those at the
helm continues to push
the population of 230
million to a complete
economic disaster.

If debt becomes
unsustainable, a poten-
tial restructuring may be
in order, and that would
be either deferral of
interest payment that the
government has to make
on its debt, or a potential
haircut  (reduction in
amount), on the debt that
is payable 1o different
debt holders.

In the local context,
commercial banks are
the biggest holders of
local government deht,
wherein they use deposi-

and silos-approach as
much it is in the inter-
governmental
nation mechanism. The
uestion _1s not of the
of ampleness of

ata however it is how
the data is made
ingful. Not at
provincial-level

any
one

default

tor money to lend to the

overnment. In case
there is a haircut on debt,
the commercial banks
will have to take signifi-
cant losses as  well,
which may affect sol-
vency of many banks,
and “would shake the
foundations of the finan-
cial sector at large. An
such event can potential-
Iy lead 10 muluple bank
runs, something that
should be avoided at all
costs.

If a potential restruc-
turing event happens,
that will also make other
government_or govern-
ment-banked assets sus-
ceptible to restructuring,
Which would. basicalls
mean all of the power
sector — as the govern-
:'r_u:nlt c%ntmues }_0 be the
single buyer of power,
amf has issued sovereign
guarantees to cover risk
of many power projects.
Potential restructuring
on that end would fur-
ther siress an already
precarious circular debt
scenarno.

There isn’t much time
left to do course correc-
tion. Any further delays
in consolidating our fis-
cal position, and believ-
ing in illusions, will
push the country and its
population over the
edge. This is a dooms-
dar scenario that can
still be  avoided
Consolidation right now
can lead to a few tough
months, but can save the
country from a tough
decade that may follow
in case more time is
wasted.

could ensure that any
climate-oriented data
is_being collected. The
aforementioned agen-
cles only ensure the
qual:&y of air

recording the various

. The
akistan Metrological
Centers throughout the
country pick up con-
ventional weather data
varigus means but
s hardly translated
mto making a mean-
ngful statement on
where we stand on cli-
mate change. _
As furgohclcs, laws,
regulations,

rules an
we are more affluent
than the developed
nations. When it comes
to drafting policies,
odes are worth wnting
to our expertise but
when given lo see
them on the gro
being  implemented;
only d: eulogies
symphonized  at
eks ad nfinitum.
aws are being
lied each day
1 ave become as
difficult as to remem-
the exact number
of laws on one single
sector.

are.
shiri

The I
multi
and

The National
Climate Change Policy
2012 remains a docu-

ment of the past being
ushed  to  nullir
ough it was the vital
document that elevated
the Division of
Cli Ch

inis| y Yer the
promising implemen-
tation never has come

ate,
Though a devolved
subject i'lut the NCCP
?rams the legitimacy
o the M f
Climate
wreathe al h
provinces together in
one garland of beauti-
ful working and legal
mtegration o manage
the national issue of
climate chal;fe.

The Climate Change
Act 2017 was another
move towards climate
consolidation
promised to estal
the Pakistan Climate

Council, and Chmate
Change Fund all of
which” were last time
seen in 2017 when the
said Act was passed.
The | vision =~ 2030
remains a virgin vision
thus far. .
Mimstry of Climate
Change must realize
that if is the organiza-
tion at the federal level
entirely responsible for

catering for climate
change” affairs. The
imtegration of such a
central body with the
provinces would be the
next challenge given to,
over politicization of
everyting, Chmats
something which
should not be made
palitical though plob-
ally it is something
which has become an
element of political
decisiveness as in the
Biden-Trump thaw.
Nature and nurture
along with the poten-
tial of -Met office
and reach are to
integrated an
enhanced fully at the
federal and provincial
levels with the climate
change organizations
so formed above, The
ata  and  statistics
need to be enhanced
and made up to the
mark as being interna-
tignally  acceptable
with proper transcrip-
tions and applications
of data. A lot must be
done to keep the gen-
eralists away _from
making any decisions
and calling the shots
and the professionals
are given the entry
who “have both the
capacity and the legit-
imacy.

A perpetual war

he predic-
tions made at
the onset of the

Ukraine  war

were impul-
sive. Many intelligence
reports  assumed - that
Ukraine would fall and
Russia was for a
quick and decisive victo-

y.
Unfortunately, these
ﬁrgdlctsms were more
uid than the goals of the
war, One year later, the
war is still ongoing, with
military aid_pouring in
Ukraitie while Russian
defence production com-
plexes are working round
the clock to su%p«n. the
continuation of the war.
Russia’s desire to con-
trol Kyiv, Donbas and
southern  Ukraine and
coerce it to distance itself’

Many analysts believe
that “Russia anticipates
exhausting the enemy to
win the war. At the same
time, they contemplate
that Ukraine has outdone
itself by fighting back
and demonstrating a
strong will to defend the
nation. N

Analysts feel that it
seems as if Russia and
Ukraine will fight for as
long as necessary and are
willing to confinue the
war, no matter the cost.
However, both  these
assumptions are faulty in
conception. Both Russia
and ~Ukraine cannot
afford to prolong the war,

Ukraine and Russia
Euu:kiy latched on to
hina's proposal for a
olitical settlement of the
kraine crisis realized in

February 2023. Although
the peace propas:
received a lukewarm

reaction from the West

due to the trust deficit, the
warrinEF sides asked for
more details

Ukrainian ~ President
Volodymyr  Zelenskyy
wanted a meeting wit]
Chinese President Xi
Jinping,  while the
Ru: foreign ministry
disclosed  that  any
attempts to transform the
conflict into a peaceful
course deserved consider-
ation,

This month €
day state t 10 Russia
by the president of(‘.gg]:a

tions in Europe after a
diplomatic ‘"“’9&}‘ in the

iddle East, The joint
statement realized during
the visit shows Russia is

committing 1o peace
talks, This could be a
reen light to peace.

everthefess, both Russia
and Ukraine have several
legitimate security con-
cerns that need to be
addressed if any peace
plan 15 to be successful.

Beijing’s initiative is
the first straw extended to
put the brakes on the
rollercoaster of a conflict
that has jolted the world.
Before this, in March
2022, the two warring
sides tried to negotiate in
the Istanbul  Process,
which could not achieve a
positive outcome, and the
war continued. Many
Western analysts consider
that the war would have a
nasty end, which, gven
the current momentum of
the war, has merits.

Experts at Cambridge
University have predicted
that peace settlement
remains “very unlikely”
in the near future. Under
the present hostilities,
solid peace proposals or
steps towards a peaceful

settlement by the intema-
tional community are
nowhere in sight. The end
of the Ukraine war could
be possible through a

olitical settlement,
including negotiations, or
an armistice agreement
that would cease the
active hostilities berween
the twa sides.

A peace process would
also need the ]?rcunce of
the US and the West as
they have shown dissatis-
faction over the Chinese

roposed . solution,

leutral countries such as
Pakistan, China, India
and the African states,
must chip in to support
ending the war. India has
close ties with Russia and

: US, while Pakistan
maintains healthy rela-
tions with China, the US,
Russia and Ukrame

Pakistan has fully sup-
ported the UN resolution
that calls for respect of
states” sovereignty and
territorial integrity.
Islamabad has opted for
neutrality to support the
peace process since the
start of the war. ”

Pakistan's neutrali
very different from
India’s. While Pakistan
has consistently pushed
for an immedidte peace-
ful  resolution, India,
despite having an_excel-
lent chance ta push for a
settlement of the Ukraine
war as it hosted the for-
eign ministers at the G20
meeting, tried to divert
the attention from the
Ukraine war to other sub-
jects such as climate
change and_developiny
countries’ debt. Althou;
these are important sub-
jects of discussion, hav-
ng the two foreign minis-
ters,  Russian and
American.

The technocratic takeover

The whispers_for the
new technocratic setu
have decreased a little but
it is an idea that needs to
be strongly debunked as
it raises its ugly head
evmfew years.

y are such short-
term and stop-gap desper-
ate measures such as
installing a_technocratic
setup bad? This has to do
with accountability.
Given the fact that
Pakistan has all kinds of
rent-seekil corrupt
elite, it 1s only democracy

t ensures some form of
accountability of the
pol class through
elections every five
years. The non-palitical
technocratic elite is not
aceountable to anyone,

Democracy as  a
‘feedback loop’ built in
the system. The political
class has to take into
account the public aspira-
tions since it has to seek
votes to come to and
remain in power Any
technocratic setup has no
sucl compulsions.
Therefore, & government
without accountability is
a non-starter.

The poor in the count
are I:u%ely disempow-
ered. The bureaucratic,
legal, judicial, socio-
political, and economic
system works against
them and is mostly alien
to them. The poor only
have the power to vote
that they can leverage to

et a4 piltance  of
avourable  terms  for
themselves. Endorsing

any idea for technocratic
sefup is equivalent to
snatching the last vista of
empowerment of the poor
from

The much-condemned
political patronage sys-

tem is sometimes the only
refuge the poor have to

negotiate their way with

science literature has
shown time and again
that the poor use their
power of vote and politics
of patronage to deal with
“thana/kaichehry’  and
other government instit
tions. Any technocratic
setup cannot deliver for
the poor the way democ-

rncrv does,

t is true that though
democracy largely deliv-
ers for the people, it
should not be so populist
that it becomes the slave
of anti-rational socio-
polifical and economic

olicies - an example
being the government's
wnability fo fax traders as

political parties are afraid
of the power of the rader
class and are unwilling to
bear the political cost of
antagonizing them in
elections. As a result,
politicians do_not tax
them, and this is bad for
the country’s economy.
However, “such short-
sighted policies are not
to  democratic
overnments; traders
ave never been taxed by

authoritarian re;%mcs in
Pakistan as well Tt shows
the problem is not

democracy that can be
fixed b%] the mirage of
any technocratic setup,
the malaise is deeper than
that and it needs structur-
al overhaul.

. When democracy was
given some breathin;
space between 2008 an
2016, some evidence
showed the em:ragcncc of
across-the-board” public
service delivery in the

njab education sector,
despite it co-existing with

the culture of selective
atronage/sifarish  in
high-powered politics. It
is important to highlight
this trend. There are not
enough public funds to
please all the voters
through the politics of
patronage. [f regime
change only  occurs
tl rr‘\:n:tgh performance-
based competitive elec-
tions, demoecracy will
surely and slowly move
towards universal public
service delivery despite
having some ~ selected
pockets of patronage. It
will largely propel the
system to deliver for the
people.

shed game of musi-
cal chairs that does not let
any civilian regime to

continue. Both Mujibur
Rahman and Zulfikar Al
Bhutto were not finan-
cially corrupt, then wir
were they not allowed to
remain in _power? One
can only imagine how
Pakistan _would have
taken a different w&ec!u-
ry  had  Mujib/Bhutto
ruled the country for
extended periods. One
can look at Bangladesh to
have an idea as it has
been transformed into an
emerging economic

wer since  Sheikh
asina took power in
2009. Pakistan might
have gmsperec_l_ like this
too, but Muf:hr’ﬂhu!lu
were, not allowed to
remain in we(farlqngw.

Post-1988, all political
overnments have been
acing political instability
as a built-in feature in the
system. How can we
expect democracy to
deliver when it is being

systematically  under-

all the time and
when some present a
technocratic setup as a

panacea? 2

The Pakistani elite has
Iargela' survived in the
last 70 plus years by earn-
ing geostrategic  rents
from external powers and
coercive rents from inside
the country. Now that
ge_osl:rmeg\c rents have
ried up and the ability of
the internal system 10 pay
coercive rents has dimin-
ished due to adverse eco-
nomic _conditions, the
:guabbh ng over the limit-

resources has started.
Some voices call for the
reversal of the 18th
Amendment and the Tth
NFC Award, Some argue
that the Benazir Income
Support  Programme
(BP;P) should be stopped
= tl:mg.s we heard before
the 2018 general elec-
tions Now, recently, an
oped called for ending
public education in the
country and replacing it
with a private voucher
scheme or insurance.

It is true that the pri-
wvate education system 15
largely more efficient
than the public education
system, and we have
written about it in_these
pages in the past. It is also
true that the private edu-
cation system does not
have its presence in cities
only; it 1s also prevalent
in rural areas. However,
not all provinces have
rivate schools  Rural

expenditure — after debt-
servicing and defence.
Hence, the call to undo it
has entered a new phase
of fight over public
resources. Public educa-
tion has to (and must)
continue, and the sector
must have better account-
ability. We have evidence
that “with technologies
such as gco—mggm]g, pub-
lic-sector  employees
absenteeism can be better
monitored. Why can’t our
authorities reform  the

country instead of replac-
ing with a private
voucher scheme’
Politicians should at least
spare education in this
new quest for more finan-
G s

Similarly, the
pravinees must generate
their revenues and also
need to better spend the
provincial resources that
they are given and
devolve the financial and
administrative resources
to the district and sub-dis-
trict levels.

Recent media reports
show how the present
PTI-PMLQ government
in Punjab 15, s[pendmg all
the provincial resources
in the hometown district
of the present chief min-
ister and over-extending
patronage_spending in_a
way that is not good for
the public welfare, Such
counter-productive

A controversial
postponement

he Election
Commission of
Paki
(ECP), ~ while

. postponing the
elections in Punjab, main-
tains that it has taken the
decision in view of the
current security situation
and the non-availability
curity personnel for
deployment at polling
stations  across  the

province.

The ECP says that due
to these reasons it is not
possible to nize elec-
tions in an honest, fair
and peaceful manner, and
in accordance with the
constitution and law.

In its notification the
ECP explains that it has
taken this decision by
exe rmr&g ts “powers
conferred upon the ECP
by Article_ 218(3), read
with Section 58 and
Section 8(c) the
Elections Act, 2017 It
further says that the com-
mission “‘hereby with-

draws the election pro-
ramme and fresh
schedule will be issued in
due course of time with

the poll dste on October

It will be pertinent to
look at the clause of the
constitution and sections
of the Election Act 2017
under which the ECP has
taken this  decision.
Article 218(3) of the con-
stitution says, “it shall be
the duty of the Election

indh and B i
and former tribal areas in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa do
not have a strong private-
school system as Punjab

oes
Education comes third
in terms of government

E:Imnng; spending will
: dealt with
1f there 1s an autonomous
system that distributes
provingial resources to
the lowest tier of the gov-
emment just as the 7th
NFC Award gives it fo
provinees

0 organize
and conduct the efection
and to make such
arrangements as are nec-
essary to ensure that the
elections is conducted
honestly, justly, fairly and
in accordance with law

and that corrupt practices
are guarded against *

Section of the

lection Act 2017 says,

“notwithstanding  any-
thing contained in section
57, the Commission may,
at any time after the issue
of the notification under
sub-section (1) of that
section, make such alter-
ations in the Election
Programme announced in
that” notification for the
different stages of the
election or may issue a
fresh election programme
as may, in its opinion to
be recorded in writing. be
necessary for the purpos-
es of this Act”

Section 8(c) says, “the
Election ~ Comiission
may issue such instruc-
tions, exercise such pow-
ers and make such conse-
quential orders as may in
its opinion, be necess:
for ensuring that an elec-
tion is conducted honest-
ly, justly, fairly and in
accordance will lhedzm-
visions of this Act and the
Rules™

The law clearly says
that the ECP is supposed
to hold elections honestly,
ﬁjs(ly and fairly.

owever, it can change
the announced elections
schedule if it feels that
holding elections _as
n:% d under Article
21%(3) is not possible by
recording the reasons for
doing s

L think the ECP had no
choice other than post-
poning elections, esﬁa&
cially at a time when
security_personnel were
not_available to perform
duties at polling stations.
The overall security situ-
ation in the province as

per the briefing given to
the ECP by the chief sec-
retary and G Punjab was
s0 10t in favour of con-
ducting the election. It is
pertinent to point out that
the ECP depends on the
i administra-
ions and security agen-
cies for conducting free,
fair and just elections.
And in the absence of
their support, the purpose
of the constitution and the
Election Act cannot be
ful_lﬁ'lilad i
¢ postponement has
not bc:guwu-lt received by
the PTI and the Supreme
Court Bar Association,
which maintain that the
ECP has acted in an
unconstitutional manner
and is also guilty of con-
tempt of court as the SC
in its decision had held
that elections would be
held within 90 days. _
Even though ~Article
224(2) does says that
“when the National
Agsembly or a provincial
Assembly is dissolved a
eneral election to the
ssembly shall be held
within a period of ninety
days after the dissolu-
tion”, if they cannot be
held within " that period
for any valid and pressing
1easons it does not consti-
tute breach of the consti-
tution.  Such  circum-
stances are covered by
Article 254 of the consti-
tution which reiterates,
“when any act or thing is
required by the constitu-
tion to be’done within a
particular period and it is
not done within that pen-
od, the doing of the act or
thing shall not be invalid
or otherwise ineffective
by reason anly.




NATIONAL o

CM KP directs
Khan s.ecures. ke
protective bail mechanism of
in 7 cases

provision of
[ free flour

/

ISLAMABAD: The Complex on March 18 (LHC) after which they /‘ PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief
Islamabad High Court on  where Imran had arrived at the judicial « | Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Monday %ramed PTI %\ppeared in the complex but they weren't / Muhammad “Azam Khan has
Chairman Imran Khan  Toshalhana case allowed to move further. directed the concerned authorities
intenm  bail in seven A two-member IHC “More FIRs against to improve the mechanism of pro-
cases_registered against division bench, compris-  Imran Khan were lodged vision of free flour to the deserv-
him following clashes at g THC ef Justice that day,” he added At ing and needy people in the
he Federal Judicial Aamer Farooq and this, IHC CJ asked the province:

t

Complex (FIC) on March
18, In peutions filed in
the IHC today, the
chief sought interim bail
in the cases registered

Justice Miangul “Hassan
Aurangzeb, heard the for-
mer premier’s petiion

At the outset of the
hearing, PTI  chief’s

lawyer to clarify why had iy . 2 J; TR
e bypeRsod B fomui WALPINDI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visits Free Atin

lawyer said attacks on | tribution points established under PM's Ramzan Package for deserving families.
two former pnme minis-

statement issued in
Peshawar on Monday, he asked the
District Administration officials to
ensure their_presence on ground

rainst h t Ira, lawyer Bamister Sal ters have taken place, i - ’ 3 immi. | dunng distribution of free flour
%1;,“ K;;}t:[?a;‘,];; i élf;;;,_;g;,_ Ed "E;g ;;;n;‘;zl; ;,:(; dd:d Alvi expresses displeasure over CDA’s discrimi sercas Khyber Pahunkivia,
sighons. ‘The casee are  they hud scoured Khans 1o thise C) - THC natory act of non-allotment of a residential suressed the need for proper monis
related 1o violence out- rotective bail from  remarked that the govern- toring of the process of free flour
side the Federal Judicial Lahore High Court menthas done wrong IN quarter to woman employee distnbution so that the needy and

poor families can gei the flour.

only be made 10 a male and Shahnaz Begum é\he com- ThecmcEMinaer gl direcied

ISLAMABAD: President Dr . oc o
uld sor b made o' female plainan) ‘had tlieged tht her Tor sproiaiste i &Tactve plas

Arif Alvi has expressed dis- 2 ming to avosd any untoward inci-

Efficient use, storage to

pleasure over the Capital for the same services. ate husband was an ex-washer | 4o INp
L] evelopment  Authority “This is highly discriminato-  man attached with CDA, and he
e ease ener crlsls (CDA)'s discriminatory and 1y, CDA is directed to improve  had applied for allotment of a " = 3
isogynist act of non-allotment  ifs rules. that are, ensuring such  Dhobi quarter Railway Minister
of a residential quarter to a misogynist practices and send She joined CDA as a washer-

woman employee.

The CDA had taken the plea
that quarters could only be allot-
ted to adult male working dhobis
(washer men) as per past prac-

announces 10 to
15pc reduction in
train fares

woman, after the death of her
husband, and madle a request for
the allotment of a quarter, but
CDA issued the same to another

the report to Wafaqi Mohtasib of
the same in 6() days.” he said
The president underscored
that Pakistan could not progress
if its female equal members of

in Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Efficie  However, the integration  were a few areas which,

nt  use of energy
resources is hampered

of renewable energy into
the national grid can be

if prioritized, could lead
0 some 3Ehle\’_BI|’IEl“ m

tice,

President Alvi said that CDA

the society were discriminated
against in such a manner

in o

employee who was junior fo he
in the seniority list

L i - Feeling agerieved, she LAHORE: Minister for
feveml bt inciud.  chiiensing wiliout ade. the conservation and | jad discriminated aganst the He said thal it was against the  approached Wafaqi Mohtasib | Railways and Aviation Khawaja
"’.@a [y (constraints  duate enerey storage sys.  efficlency agenca. ;. | female emplovee, and upheld spirit of the founders of who passed the order that mal- | Saad Rafique has announced 10 fo
and lack of awareness tems -nergy ]5'“"3 & llﬁ cnergy €li- | wafagi  Mohtasib's  orders Pakistan, the fair practices of administration on the part of | 15 percent reduction in the fares of
and information "F"“"{i 5!'5““";"9 o8l e lz.."'" clency  business. COn- | gireciing CDA to allot the quar-  Islam, and also the Constitution- \ was evident as it had dis- | freight trains.

3!‘_'"1' ]]“““! P",‘r&r{““.ﬂ“ gaia tNE 1IN pACE OF AT, mAT .“"j“’“‘""o”d.'s 8| ter to the female eng%fl)zee He directed CDA to comply criminated against the com- He said Pakistan Railways land
technologies. There is a  mittent power generation  major issue. Ordinary While rejecting CDA’s repre-  with Wafaqi Mohtasib’s orders  plainant and was recommend- | will be used for commercial pur-
strong need to .'Ed“,;e g.\' stonng goess sneray citizens are the main | canaiion aeainst the orders of and redress the orievance of the ed (o issue allotment orders for | poses He said Pakistan Railways
energy consumption by  during peniads of high —actors in most items. | . \wafagi Mohtasib, the complainant and, if so required, the quarter in question to the Bie anudevn, plan to convert its
Introducing conservation ﬁﬁgeﬁ"“"r{(’ﬁ'd releasing  Split ACs are being | pregident said that the most and seek the approval of the complainant and submit a | officesand stations to solar energy

techniques and praciices.
Talking to WealthPK,

(uri neration
or high demand periods,
%l«l\ i

widely used, as they are

unfortunate part of

the CDA’s
defence was that allotment could

competent

authority/forum

compliance report within 30
INP

Tallkin

about PIA, he said the ai

eminent energy expert  said Akhtat Al :aa“ner:l!u‘rrld::m.ﬂg?mﬂ wiheat e os ok e i line will soon launch direct flights
_:.‘?:d Akhtar "Ali said, Shedding light on dif-  former 1s being used for for England and Europe IN

akistan  has by
among energy-deficient
countries for a couple of
decades. Owing to_the
structured efforts of the
government, power gen-

cient method of stering
energy is pumped hydro,

and 1tis not a new enery

bath cooling and hmm_nd;
purposes.”He 5
“Using ACs as heaters is
much more efficient than
using classic resistance
heaters. Unforunately, in

PPP writes letter to ECP for
Mayor, Deputy Mayor’s election

CM Nagvi reviews
arrangements regarding
supply of free flour

ertion has increased sig-  source, It supplies ener- this ares, only the neh | KARACHI Following the re-poll resuls in 15 districts of - man and vice chairmann a let- | LAHORE. Caretaker Punjab
nificantly  but the gy, particularly during have switched, while the | cylmination of LG polls in  Sindh during LG polls ter penned to the Election | Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi paid
demand is constantly ris-  the peak hours when the  poor either do not have | Sindh, the provincial govern- e polling in the first and Commission of Pakistan, the | a surprise visit to the Bazar
ing, especially during the  energy is more expen- the house or the money | ment ‘has urged the Election second rounds of local bodies’ PPP-led Sindh government has | Thokar Niaz Baig in Lahore on
eak summer season  sive, thus compensating  to benefit from it. Home | Commission of Pakistan for the  elections was stopped in various  said that the process of the LG | Monday, On the occasion, he
he rise in energy for the energy loss electrical appliances are | immediate election of mayors districts of Sindh. After re-poll  elections in the province has | reviewed the arrangements regard-
demand is driven by a _ “In additi more efficient today, but | and deputy mayors. in the i i n leted. “Sindh govt m%‘ﬂ\e supply of free flour.
continuous increase in improving the still there is a room for | "Iy 3 fetter penped to the the ECP on Monday issued a  wants immediate election of e also listened to the com-
the number of con- bility and reliab improvement.”“With our | Election  Commission  of party position mavyors and deputy mayors."The | pl of the citizens and is
sumers, specifically E"E'%\' storage systems  increasing reliance on istan, the PPP-led Sindh According to the ECP, the E(.')éhas been urged 1o take steps | directives on the spot to resolve
household consumers To - can als reduce the oun. non-renewable eneesy. | govemment has said that the Pakistan People’s Party has the in_this regard under Article | them. Mohsin Naqvi said the eiti-
meet the peak energy try's reliance on fossil it's more necessary than | process of the LG elections in upper iand in 7 out of L1 seats 1404, he It added zens are getting real relief from the
ol

demand, ~we  must
improve our energy stor-
age capacity”

“Pakistan expects to
enerate aver

fiiels and imported oil,
which can help save for-
eign  exchange and
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions,” he added

ever to save emergy in
order to sustain our way
of life. The ratio_of out-
put to consumption has
doubled over time. We

ed

been urged to take st

the province has been complet-

“Sindh govt wants immedi-
ate election of mayors and
deputy mayors."The ECP has
s in this

have grabbed

the district member while the
PP has won 10 cut
of the chairman and vice chair-
man. Smu\arl% PPP candidates
2 of the 32 seats

16 seats

rin the da;
Commission of Paki
released the party position after
re=poll results in' 15 districts of
Sindh during LG pol

e Election
(ECP)

ent.
He

historic
the federal and Punjal

citizens shoul

amazan re\iefgacksge of
govern-

of flour to the
e ensured with

said suy

gt

d Is.

0,000MW  renewable  Akhtar Ali said the all know that non-renew- | recard ander Atticle 1404, the  of the General Members? The polling in_ the first and | dignity. He said sale of essential
gepecity - (including - building secior, morors  able energy hus limited il e o o) honts 1 The Pt fd | iy, Ho saxd sale of essenial
hydro) by 2030. This wi and pamps, industrial fesources, as fossil fuels Earlier in the day, the Election  one seat for the district member  elections was swgpc:d in various | fi s. He said zero tolerance
undoubtedly need battery sfs‘ms‘ and are boing. flf\lﬁ;dly Commission of Pakistan (ECF)  while the Pakistan Tehreck-c- districts of Sindh After re-poll | policy should be adopted against
and pumped storage. electrical  equipment  said Akhtar Alil released the party position after Insaf won one seat of the chair- in the remaining. INP legal profiteers and hoarders.INP

ANTF recovers over 74 kg
drugs; arrests five

RAWALPINDI: Ami-Narcotics Force (ANF) recov-
ered over 74 kg drugs while conducting seven opera-
tions across the country and arrested five accused, said
an ANF Headquarters spokesman here on Monday.

He informed that ANF and ASF in an operation at
Islamabad International Airport recovered over two kg
Ice drug from the possession of a Qatar-bound passen-
ger, resident of Swabi. In another operation, 131 hero-
in-filled capsules were recavered from the passession
of a Dubai-bound passenger, resident of Khyber
A%eﬂcy netted at Islamabad International Airport,

In third operation at Lahore International Airport, 30
heroin-filled capsules were recovered from (he‘fums-
sion of a Bangkok-bound passenger, resident of
Pakpattan,

e spokesman informed that ANF in an operation in
Faisalabad managed to recover 4.8 kg opium and
rounded up two accused, residents of Farsalabad. ANF
and FC in two different operations in Khyber recovered
23 kg charras,

He informed that ANF foiled a bid to smuggle drugs
from Afghanistan to Balochistan and recovered 25 kg
crystal heroin from Chaghi area. Separate cases have
been registered against the accused while further inves-
tigation are underway, he said IN
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ISLAMABAD: People wait to break their fast at road outside PIMS
hospital on the Holy Month of Ramzan in Federal Capital.

China's economy seeing a
strong rebound, IMF forecast
its GDP growth 5.2 percent

KARACHI: A view of road blocked Site Area to Oran
heavy shipping containers due to security reasons,

Met office forecast more
rainfall in country from
tomorrow

Town with

03 T Islamabad:  "China's  debt rebalance the economy
ISLAMABAD: Met storm  with isolated western and upper parts Robbers kill two in economy is seeing a In addition, Georgieva away from investment
Office has forecast entry  heavy falls and hailstorm  of the country on 0lst strong rebound, and” the  highlighted two opportu-  and “towards more con-

3 5 i , : owards
of ' Waalarly wavesan Wil bkl of Apilgndilly tapersst Jewe]]ery heist bld, three | IMFS January forecast  nifies Tor policymakers at  sumption-driven growth,

v o Tociday  Nokkonh, Dolveae Parhiundiv, . voper t tured B e g el R I v
t S ki 7 t % eree —a  rais ;
Glomontow) % Oleta, Zhob, Barkhan,  Punjab. - Islamaba, suspects capture szcable ncresse o more L ®
This weather system arnai, Qila Saifullah, Kashmir _and Gilgit . " than 2 percentage points @ REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Tikely to grip u pc%‘ and  Qilla Abdullah, Chaman,  Baltistan till 04th April MULTAN: R)obbers shot de}ad] ?11?“"'"9".3"‘_1 from the 2022 rate,P said b ==
central parts of count Pishin, Sibbi, Loralai, Strong wind and hail- a]fllldel;l dll_ﬂn aln un]s[uccess 1] Melstrim aJew {(Mrl i (; g director Reque oposi of Cansultancy
on 20th arcl alat, uzdar,  storm may cause damage | €llery shop in Gulgasht area on Monday. ristalina Georgieva, Elechronic Public Procurement System (EPPS) from well repuled
{Wednesday) and likely  Lasbella, Panjgur,  to lose infrastructure and Eyewitnesses told police that six robbers a2 According 1o §r§ihm" nationalinternational fims [Jvﬂ s.m[m provider meeting with
ta persist in upper parfs  Awaran, Kech from 28th  standing crops (particu- | anrared a shop and tried to loot cash and gold | Econemic Net (CEN) on | o
ST T Marh: This 10 3 1st Masch Ty Wheat I th entered a shop ar ed to loot cash and gold | yionday. the  robust wilh FER for Inoome Taxand
&ea‘ﬁef g :{;’m' Wiﬁ °§uf(kmfm Larkana (‘:;y ettt g, arnaments at gunpoint. They opened fire after | rebound means China is | BRAand who are on Acfive Taxpayers List (ATL) , and are ol black
bring rainfall with gusty  Jacobabad,  Shaheed Heavy Rains may | facing resistance from the shop owner and his | set to account for around authority for
winds and hailstorm in Benazirabad, cause flash floods in) employees. The firing lefi two persons, one of ‘::neM'fblrgl‘u_’Bn 'gllnh’a'\ v ; for the folowing
sty W Frfan, | Kt Wi regeke  Brkhin, - Musakhal | {hem 2 student, dead and three other people | ¥efiome it o i wold bt Nopskaluanreo e Doat e
The westerly wave rain on March 29-30.  Jaffarabad, Kohlu, Zhob, | jured. - : econony, she said during
will likely persist in Dera Ghazi  Khan, Loralai and hill torrenss| The firing incident triggered panic among | the China Development [ 3N . EfCost
upper parts of Pakistan Rajanpur, Bhakkar, of D.G Khan on 28th and | [ocal trad d visitors v sed 1 - | Forum 2023 1 CONSTRUCTION OF GOVT.BOYS DEGREE 1,555,812/~
for mewt “three “avs,  Layya Multan.  29th March while in Dir, tﬂfglhrrﬁc";ﬂsg'ccl;'ﬂhﬁ tnr;’c‘gﬂ;\fﬁclllaﬁ:&'@d Beyand the dirct con- COLLEGE TOBAKAKARITSE 222303282194
according to the Met Sahiwal, Okara, Swat, Kohistan, tnbute to global growth. |32 CONSTRUCTION OF GOVT.GIRLSDEGREE  1,655812
ffice. Several areas of Pakpattan, Khanewal. Nowshera, Mardan’ | t0 flee. 2 Georgieva  said IMF's COLLEGE BOSTAN TSE-222303262374
the country will receive ahawalnagar, Wazristan, Bajur | A large number of people including students | analysis ,Shﬂ"‘{i that a 1 |4 CoernicTION OF GOVT.GIRLSDEGREE  1,555,812-
fuinfall  Kashmir and  Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar - IslamabadiRawalpindi | gathered at the crime scene and raised slogans | FErEsgRas POkt heress COLLEGE BARSHORE TSE 222303262244
1Y receive 6 spell of fan  will reccive ranfall on  flooding in Peshawar, | 2gainst police for their failure to curb growlngﬂ: leads 10 0.3 percentage |4 CONSTRUCTION OF BOYSDEGREE 1,5558120-
and snowfall from April  March 29-3 Islamabad/Rawalpindi | lawlessness. Rescue 1122 ambulances an poin}1 ingrease in growth ;I;JLLEE&KI.UWWARODHMLKAZAI
L Another westerly and Lahore from 2%th to | policemen reached the spot and shifted the | 'n other Asian cconomies, E-222303262434
Rain, wind or thunder- ~ wave is expected to enle); 3ist March I gaad and the injured to a r?earby hospital INP un';i‘;cr‘uh%c i s Procurements shall be mads under the Balochistan Public
. ~2014, bidding firm
L L] L L] Wth ff my. however, spring is | AR biacklsted b % of
hina’s rising economic gro or11ers yet Io come s Dl il ol b el
"We expect 2023 to be tive Tax PayerList Similar

Nature and Complesdty. Tum over ofat st 1,500,000 PRR Amount
in 3 Subsequent Previous Years BRA Registration Certificate.
Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding

another challenging year,
with global growth slow-
ing to below 3% as scar-

opportunity for Pakistan: WealthPK

: faiae . i | ring from the pandemic, | progsdure. Bid Security: The bis must accompany Bid Securly in
ISLAMABAD largest economy in the of China's growth has new opportunities for foundations of economic in Ul 4 5 # Mtpdhy

China's steady cconomic  world. The fising volume  been on the global trade.  Pakistan  fo further cooperation and imteara: | e 1 UK ShC | o fom ofof 2% specied above i he rame of e wder-signed
recovery is likely to cre-  of exports from China  China has “become st:eng{;uen its coopera-  tion can serve as a much weigh on economic activ- from a scheduled bank. The FINANCIAL PROPOSALS shall be
ate new avenues !.‘olz has :La-ansé‘ormad interna-  major exporter of goods  tion it L‘In:u's Ij;upr mhc\’re \bbb!lslrandbs_v.lls|a|ni ity
cooperation with  tional trade and corporate  and services, and its port, Pakistan has been able basis for bilateral Y - | and approved. The Selection of Consultants shall be made as
Pakistan, particularly in  value chains in a funda-  demand for raw materials  able 10 make progress in  engagement, Therefore, ,nf;;“}o‘,”"’,‘g,[}*’"fg’,(?ﬁ;‘ Ema,ﬁm Critaria method as mantioned in the Date gmmm
the areas of trade, invest-  mental manner,” he said.  and other inputs has addressing these issues, Pakistan must begin pri- ol vl Tenmn acuaet - Proposal” tocanort The ookt o r

ment, and infrastructure
deveiupnlem. sai
Hassan Daud Butt, asso-

"Apart from its eco-
nomic and political chal-
lenges, a natural calamity

helped boost economic
growth in many other
countries, At the same

including through invest-
ments in_infrastructure

projects like CPI

oritizing and marketing
its economic potential in
order to become more

Below its historic average
of 3.8%." she said
Among the weak glob-

proposal or received after due data mentionad above wil not be
considered, The RFP Documents can be downioaded from BPPRA

ciate professor and for- of historical proportions time, China's low-cost ¢ Hassan said, na  competitive instead of | " oot S raieva | Website h.pk). Last Date of

mer pmdgct director of has exacerbated manufacturing has put  has been able to recover relying solely on its | £, PEOUMIE (BN | Tanders must be submitted latest by 10 April, 2023 tll 12:00 PM
the China- Pakistan Pakistan's structural  downward pressure on  more quickly than many ﬁeo;(rate ic location as a “'( d pol hcymaretrs: a Tender opening: Al tenders will be opened on same day &l the
Economic “orridor  problems. Pakistan can  prices, which has benefit-  other countries due to its  dniving force,” said Dr | PSS SEGENEE ST L ey of the under-signed at 01:00 PM Address: Offica of the
(CPEC), while talking to  materialize the dream of ed consumers around the effective management of Hassan “However, to ?lspnnse k“ mdag.cli tsh v | Superintendi = i CWPPEH t
WealthPK. economic progress and 1d." the pandemic” and its convince the world to | LY Tisks, adding tha par Degartment Clrcle

; continte  to
monitor  developments
closely and pay close
attention to the most vul-
nerable countries, in par-
ticular low-income coun-
tries with high levels of

w
“Pakistan, on the other

hand, has been strugglin

with economic ~chal-

“China’s emergence as
a global economic power
has led to realignment of
global econoniic_ forces
and relations. China has
become  the  largest
exporter and the second-

development by
advantage of its strategic
location and long-stand-
ing allaity with China.”  lenges, including o laze
said Dr Hassan. trade deficit and high lev-
_“Ome of the most sig-  els of debt. China's eco-
nificant spill-over effects nomic recovery presents
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strong domestic market.”

“Pakistan has untapped
potential of d‘werslg;mg
its economy and becom-
ing more integrated with
the global economy. A
relationship built on the

view it from a new lens,
the country will need to
give a concrete direction
to this mew strand of
thought. It is essential for
the state to adopt a mere
attractive profile T
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Govt making hectic efforts to provide
relief to common man: NA informed

ISLAMABAD The Nationa] Assembly, which met at Parliament House in Islamabad on Monday with
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf in the chair, was informed that the government is making hectic efforts to
provide relief to the common man keeping in view the current inflationary trends Management Authority (NDMA) has received data of the houses destroyed in recent floods from the
Responding to the queries of the members durin%'Queslinn Hour in the House today, Minister of State  three provinces, while data from two federating units is still awaited
for Finance Aisha Ghaus Pasha said we have enhanced the stipends under Benazir Income Support He said tion for fully damaged houses has been revised up to five hundred thou-
Program to support the deserving families. sand rupees and for partially damaged houses, it has been fixed at two hundred and fifty thousand
She said, Ramadan package has also been given to provide essential commadities to the people at
reduced rates. B B B
She said the government is also planning to provide targeted subsidy on petroleum products.
The Minister of State said it is our effort to bring down the inflation which has both domestic and
international factors. She said we need the cooperation of the provinces to check the price hike

Page #04

formational plan in this regard. . .
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza Javed Abbassi told the House that National Disaster

rupees
%es onding to a Calling Attention Notice, Minister of State for Interior Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju
said FIA is taking steps to check human trafficking with the cooperation of international organizations.
He said the capacity building of the relevant de&anmems is also bam%‘done to deal with this menace
Meanwhile, the Protection of Journalists and Media Professionals Amendment Bill, 2023 and the

isha Ghaus Pasha said the government is also giving priority to the tax revenue mobilization in view  Press, Newspapers, News Agencies and Books Registration Amendment Bill, 2023 were also laid before
of the current sconomi¢ allcnf;cs and to reduce deficits. She said a committee has been formed to  the House =
expedite tax cases pending in different courts. These were laid by Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza Javed Abbassi

esponding to a question, the Minister of State said the government is committed to an interest-free

g ! % T At the outset, newly elected MNA Muhammad Mohsin Leghari took oath of his office
economy, She said a committee has been constituted and deliberations are underway to prepare a trans-

Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf administered the oath to him INP

National Productivity
Framework helping
boost industrial
competitiveness: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Development of skilled human
resources and of k he
hold the key to wrning Pakistan into a developed econ-
omy, said Chiet Exeeutive Officer (CEO) of National
Produciivity Organisation (NPO) Mohammad Alamgir
Chaudhry. B

Talking to WealthPK, he said that his organisation, a
subsidiary of the Ministry of Industries and Production,
was playing a pivotal rofe in making key sectors of the
country more productive to compete with their interna-
tional counterparts.

“The efficient use of inputs in any industry, human
capital_and_ production quality, all come under the
umbrella of productivity, and any loophole or weak-
ness in any of these components adversely affects the  sector relevant to the international market,” Alamgir
competitiveness of that industry,” the NPO chief stat-  Chaudhry said, adding that the focus should be on the
ed establishment of state-of-the-art, vocational training

He said the National Productivity Framework had  centres across the country to provide skilled manpow-
four stages, including awareness campaigns, ways and  er to the industry.“To remain relevant and competitive
means to achieve sustainable national productivity, in the international market, we need to focus on the
design and development, and review of the implemen-  technical behaviour of consumers, which means that
tation plan “Right now, we are at the initial stage of  we should keep on adopting the techniques and tech-
creating awareness among the youth and industrial  nologies to meet the changing demands and trends in
community about productivity. For the purpose, walks,  the market,” he said. He urther said NPO was also
seminars and programmes are being orgamsed i encouraging the industrial and other sectors to focus on
schools and colleges to sensitise the youth on the  export of finished goods as currently, Pakistan was

exporting raw or semi-processed goods INP

includes training of some 400 industrial workers about
the latest and new Ie::hniauex in the industrial units”
Alamgir Chaudhry said as they were following the
Mala{man model of productivity enhancement, they
had also enpaged Malaysian experts to impart training
to NPO staff, who thén shared this knowledge witl
people in the fiel
e said that by instituting such frameworks, coun-
wries like South Korea, Malaysia and Slﬁapo{e had
transformed their economies into developed ones, and
it was all due to their focused approach towards keep-
ing their industrial sector relevant to the world market
# Acquisifion of Istest technology coupled with avail-
ability of technical expertise can keep our industrial

Mining Company, Mark Bristow along with a delega-
Shehhfz Shagr. ¥ & e

Railways minister
announces reduction
in train fares

ISLAMABAD: CEO of Barrik Reko Di
tion calls on Prime Minister Muhamma

Fruits, vegetables
prices hit record
high during

he programme. alsa

Ramazan

ISLAMABAD: The prices of fruits
and vegetables have skyrocketed, on
Monday, getting out of reach of the
©ommon citizens just after the begin-
ning of the Ramazan month i

According to the Survey, the price
of all vegetables including potatoes,
onion, tomatoes, ginger, garlic, green
chillies, mint, lemon and coriander has
been increased from Rs 50 to Rs 300
per kg viclating price lists issued by
the district government price control
committee . B
_ On the other hand, the price of fruits
including apples, guava, strawberries,

anas, (ranges, an ‘atermelon
has been raised from Rs 200 to Rs
600, respectively S

The Pakistan” Bureau of Statistics
(PBS) released the data according fo
which the inflation was recorded by

. r cent in the first week of
Ramadan, while the weekly inflation
rate reached 48.35 per cent.

From 20 to 24 March, as many as 26
commodities’ prices have been
increased, while the prices of 12 com-
modities decreased and the |Em:es of
13 goods remained stable IN

Workshop on
conflict
management
at Murree's
Convent School

MURREE: A one-day workshop
was organized at ‘I"resema(i(m
Convent Schoel, Murree, on the topics
of Social Harmony, Ethics for Mutual
Disagreement Conflict
Management on Monday. .

n shop, the participants
highlighted the issues related to stress,
confusion and its causes.

The University of Haripur Associate
Professor Dr M Rizwan and Saiban-e-
Pakistan's  volunteer Chri her
Sharaf were the organizers of the
workshap

In the wgrkshup, 40 terachers, coor-

Is of P i

LAHORE: Minister Khawaja
Saad Rafigue  on  Monday
announced reduction in 10 to 135

ercent reduction in the fares of would be wtilised for commercial
reight trains. Purposes, as rules had been

Addressing a press conference framed and sent to the cabinet and
here, the federal minister said that  soon approval would be obtained.
Pakistan Railway has formulated a Preparation for introducing
100-day plan, as per which new solar system at stations, terminals,
cargo trains will run between buildings, DS offices, headquar-
Peshawar and Karachi ters, was underway fo reduce elec-

“We are planning to run carge  tricity expenses and soon the proj-
train having a capacity of trans-  ect would be announced
poring 12,500 tonnes of cago.” - Railways had decided o reduce

e said, haflmli‘g that branding ini-  freight fares by l(l—l.';{per cent, he
tiative would help earn handsome  added. He said that Hirok bridge
amount of revenue would be completed by coming

Khawaja Saad Rafique further April 15. The minister said that
said that Karakoram Express and rts were by made to make
Karachi Express will be upgraded  Sibi-Hamai section operational
by June 30 this year. “These trains  before the end of this fiscal year.
would be upgraded on Green Line The railways minister said that
pattern,” he said, adding that process of outsourcing three air-
upgradation would provide good rts was under way, adding that
travelling options 10 passengers. Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad

He said that special Eid trains  airports would be outsourced. He
would also be operated, adding said these airports would be out-
that seasonal trains would be run  sourced after competitive bid-
during summers, which include ding INP

PDMA Punjab
develops 'SANS' app
for smog-related
complaints

LAHORE: Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA

Awam Express, Shalimar Express
and Bahauddin Zakaria Express,
He said that land of railways

nlh:é relevant institutions partici-
e

pat
The meeting was i

Pun‘i has developed a specia formed that
application "SANS" for smog- the passwords of the 'SANS' app
related complaints from public  have _provided to the con-

werned institutions to log into the

institutes and the masses

The has started the test
run of the 'SANS' app after the
pmﬁ‘arauon of its dashboard.

e PDMA has also started the
process of providing training to
relevant institutions on the use of
the 'SANS' app.

A special, meeting under the
Chairmanship  of  Director
Coordination on smogsprcvcnlxon

launching of the 'SANS' app

app.

q’he PDMA director informed
the participants of the meeting that
the complaints will be received b
the PDMA control room throug|
the 'SANS' application and then
forwarded to the concerned
authorities.

The PDMA has started the test
mun of the 'SANS' app after the

ration of its dashbi

dinators an iof
Convent School Murree also partici-
pated and contributed their knowledge
to others B

During the workshop, Dr M Rizwan
shed light on the diagnosis of stress,
confusion and its causes while Dr
Rose explained the causes of violence
and extremism in Pakist;
" Christopher Sharaf highlighted the
importance of the role of religious
minorities in the construction and
pmspa‘n% of Pakistan while the narra-
tive of Pegham Pakistan was also
shared in the workshop INP

PPP writes letter
to ECP for
mayor, deputy
mayors’ election

KARACHL Following the culmina-
tion of LG polls in Sindh, the provin-
cial govermment has urged the
Election Commission of Pakistan for
the immediate election of mayors and
deputy mayors In a ]_e(lerml)enm_ad to
the Election Commission of Pakistan,
the PPP-led Sindh government has
said that the process of the LG elec-
tions in the province has been com-
pleted. “Sindh govt wants immediate
election of mayors and deputy may-
ors "The ECP has been urged to take
steps in this regard under Article

A, the letter added Earlier in the
day, the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) released the party
position after re-poll results in 15 dis-
fricts of Sindh during LG polls The
polling in the first and second rounds
of local ies’ elections was stopped
in various districts of Sindh, After re-
poll in the remaining constituencies,
the ECP on Monday issued a party
F’us\_uun.:\cwrdm to the ECP, the

'akistan People’s Party has the
hand in 7 out of 11 seats of the district
member while the PPP has won 10 out
of 16 seats of the chairman and vice
chairman, Similarly, PPP candidates
have grabbed 22 of the 32 seats of the
General Members?In the re-poll, the

A won one seat for the district
member while the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insal’ won one seat of the chairman
and vice chairman INP

i oard.

he PDMA has also started the
process of providing training to
relevant institutions on the use of
the 'SANS' app.INP

ar
was held in Lahore on Monday.
In the meeting, officers of fraf-
fic police, transport, Municipal
Corporation Lahore (MCL) and

Imran Khan heaves a sigh of
relief as IHC approves interim
bail in seven cases

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad  Court?”  Barrister  Safdar
High Court (IHC) on Monday responded that they attempted to
approved Pakistan Tehreek-¢- file a petition at the on
Insaf (PTI) Chairman and March I8, but were not allowed
deposed premier Imran Khan's  entry after waiting at the gate for
interim bail till April 6 in seven 45 minutes
cases registered against him fol- Justice Aamer remarked that,
lowing clashes at the Federal by bypassing the ATC, vou [PTI]
Judicial Complex (FIC) were seeking relief from the

two-member THC division court. He further remarked that if
bench, comprising IHC Chief there had been a disruption of
Justice Aamer Farooq and Justice  security outside the ATC, it was
Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb, the PTI's responsibility to ensure
heard the petition. B

At the outset of the hearing, The THC
the THC Justice asked Imran’s
lawyer Barrister Salman Safdar
about the objections raised by the
court’s registrar over PTI chief”s
biometric issue on filed pleas and

law and order.
Cl went on to_add

. had @ respons
after the sitation
“Why he had not gone to the

remarked that “Now. biometric  trial court first when that was
has hecome a cinch even wltimately where he had to go,”
EasyPaisa has enabled that sys-  added Justice Aamer. B
em.” In response, Lawyer main-

Justice Aamer asked the tained that he would present
lawyer “why did not you Supreme Court’s judgements in
approach the Anti-Terrorism  this regard INP

importance of product
Four held in
crackdown on
illegal Kidney
transplantation
in Taxila
TAXILA: Ta.xilagolice
on Monday arrested four
suspects in a crackdown

on illegal kidney trans-
plantation

AccordmgF to the
police, Dr Fawad, lady
nurse Sobia, and para-
medics Hasnain ~ and

Sharif were among those
who had been arrested
The name of Dr Fawad is
already in the police
record

“Even at the time of the
police raid, the process of
legally _rvmovmdq one
person’s kidney and trans-
planting it to another per-
son was going on.,” police

sai

“The police have shift-
ed the donor and the
receiver 10 the hospital
Instruments used in the
surg er(v were also recov-
ered from the passession
of the accused”
added.

“After interrogation
from the accused. their
accomplices and facilita-
tors will also be arrested,”
they stated. INP

Shahid
Khagan Abbasi
says in favour
of ‘elections
within 90 days’

they

ISLAMABAD: The
former prime nister
(PM) and PML-N leader

onday said that he in
favour of *elections with-
in 90 days’.

In an interview with
private TV news channel_
the PML-N leader said
that he still stands by his
stance to hold elections
within 90 days bur it is
ECP’s responsibility. The
constitution also asks the
State instiwtions 10 assist
the ECP in holding elec-
tions, he added

The former prime min-
ister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi said “Now the
supreme court will see
this matter as the ECP had
said they cannol  hold
elections.”™

He further said that if’
any political party wvio-
lates the constitution, the
state takes action against
it but he is notin favour of
baseless allegations
against political parties.

The PML-N leader
Shahid Khagan Abbasi
said that Nawaz Sharif is
his leader, Maryam
Nawaz is the pang's chief’
organizer and Shehbaz
Sharif is the president of
the party. He doesn’t
believe in two leaders in

ne party. He
history will
Shehbaz Sharif became
the Prime Minister INP

Lahore Board
fixes registration fee of
Rs1,000 for 9th class
session 2023-25

LAHORE: The Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Education (BISE)
Lahore has released the schedule for the
Class IX session 2023 to 2025

he board registration fee for the 9th
class has been Tixed at Rs1000 for the
session 2023-25

The Lahore Board has also fixed the
processing fee for admission of students
at Rs530, )

As per the announcement of the BISE
Lahore, registration for the clas:
could be submitted from April 01,
to May 15, 2023,

And, from May 16 to May 30, admis-

MTETTNEYEINEY

s 9th
2023,

LAHORE: A large number People stand in a que]l{f to_col
1o

bags from Ramadan Package at

gerton Road, in

sion will be charged with a late fee of

Rsbi

The Lahore Board will also charge a
fine of Rs 600 per day to the students
who will deposit the registration fee
after the scheduled date

e board registration fee for the 9th

class has been fixed at Rs1000 for the
session 2023-25.

'he Lahore Board has also fixed the
processing fee for admission of students
at Rs530.As Ezr the announcement of
the BISE Lahore, registration for the
class 9th could be submitted from Apnl
01, 2023, to May 15, 2023 INP

ect free wheat flour
vincial Capital.

Elections Delay Case:
SC seeks assurances
from government, PTI

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
of Pakistan (SCP) on Monday sought
assurances from the federal government
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf in the
elestion delay case .

As per details, the Chief Justice of
Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial said that it is
unfortunate that all the respondents are
in confrontation with each other The
ederal government and PTI have to
assure that they want a transparent elec-
1on or not,

He said that the election date has been
extended. Does Article 254 allow this?
The court has one other case of Article
254 oo, He added that the President’s
date for the election 1s also not within 90

ays

g‘mjlhrrmore.. CIP said that_the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
is Just a constitutional institute. He
issued notice to the ECP too.

The Supreme Court
case till tomorrow {Margl

Earlier, the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) announced to delay of
the Punjab by-elections which were
scheduled to be held on April 30.

The ECP withdrew the Punjab
Election Program notification |ssuedjm
March 8 and decided o postpone the
Punjab election and announced October

as the new date for elections in
Punjab. As per details, the Chief Justice
of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial said that it
is unfortunate that all the respondents
are in confrontation with each other. The
federal government and PTI have to
assure that they want a transparent elec-
tion ar not.

He said that the election date has been
extended. Does Article 254 allow this?
The court has one other case of Article
254 ol

:ugjoumed the
h 28).

SS Oil Mills revenue,
profit decrease in
1QFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABADSS (il Mills Limited
SSOM) revenue decreased 22% to
s1.7 billion in the first quaner of the
ongoing financial year 2022-23 from
Rs2.24 billion over the corresponding
pegad_]m {he revious fiscal 2

imilarly, the company’s gross profit
decreased \-] 1.73% lo}nRsMsglm 1l Lgn in
1QFY23 from Rsl68 millien n
1QFY22,

ikewise, the operating profit
decreased 12% 10 Rs135 million
1QFY23 from Rsl54 million in
1QFY22

The profit-before-taxation decreased

63% to_Rs35 million in from

Rs98 million in 1QFY22 .
Similarly, the cumpan¥ sustained a

netloss of Rs1.94 million 1QFY23 com-

pared to RsT0 million profit in 1QFY22,
osting a decrease of 102%, reports
realthPK.
Earmings Per Share
The carnings per share of the compa-

ny in 2019 stood at Rs232, which
increased to Rs5.06 in 2020. The EPS
took a big leap and reached Rs35.06 in
2021, showing a growth of 988 14%.
However, the EPS dropped to 38.87 in
2022
Profitability 3
The company’s gross l[11'<3f'u margin
stood at 3.9% in 2019, After deducting
all additional taxes, the net profit margin
stood al just 0.34%. The gross profit and
net profit margins_in 2020 stood at
6.36% d 57%, respectively.
However, the gross profit margin
climbed to 7.97% and the net profit mar-
gin to 3 88% in 2021 _The gross profit
margin dropped 1o 6.86%, and the net
proﬁ( margin to 2.88% in 2022
ompared to 2019, when the gross
profit and operating profit were low,
rofitability remained higher in 2020.
'he operational me and gross profit
both rose 1n 2021, In 2022, profitability
remained low INP




