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Elections held even during
20 years of terrorism in
country, says CJP o

NA passes bill to curtail

CJP’s suo motu powers

The Mational Assembly on
Wednesday passed the Supreme
Court (Practice and Procedure),
Bill 2023, which aims to deprive
the office of the chief justice of
Pakistan (CIP} of powers to take
sup motu notice in an individual
capacity.

he bill, presented by Federal
Minister for Law and Justice
Azam Nazeer Tarar, was passed
hours after the Standing
Committes on Law and Justice
approved the cabinet’s proposed
amendments.

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, while addressing the
law minister, termed the initia-
tive “too little and too late”, and
said that it should be called a
“judges empowerment” bill
) W[&en Tarar spoke, he .55“":-1- “It
15 being said that a constitutional
amendment should be made. 1
want them to know there 15 no
need for a constitutional amend-
ment.

“They should go and read
Article 191 of the Constitution,
which empowers the Assembly
to legislate. The Supreme Coun
also made their rules according
to the Constitution and law since
1980 and it 15 written on the pre-
amble as well.”

He said Pakistan has six bar
councils and “all of them saluted
the House and the law for tabling
the bill”

North Waziristan
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MNA Mohsin
Dawar introduced
amendments which

were accepted

Tarar also  acknowledged
Bilawal's “too little, too late”
remarks but said he believed
“there is-a right time for every-
thing™ and ~the government
demonstrated restramnt “until a

voice came from within the
courts”.

The law minister thanked the
members of the NA Standing
Commitiee on Law and Justice
for their input on the bill. “This
bill was an old demand of the bar
councils which said that indis-
criminate use of 184(3) should
be stopped.” he added

Tarar said the bill aimed to
make apex court proceedings
transparent and it also included
the right to appeal.

He said that all institutions had
to follow laws passed by
Parliament. The minister quoted
Article 191 of the Constitution,
which_says that “subject to the
Constitufion  and law, the
Supreme Court may make rules
regulating the practice and pro-
cedure of the Court™. )

_Leader of the Opposition Raja
Riaz praised the government's
efforts in introducing the bill and
said it would ensure the freedom
of the judiciary and rule of law.

When he spoke, Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif insist-
ed that Parliament was not
usurping the powers of the
Supreme Court but rather leg-
islating as per its constitutjon-
al right Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Mufti Abdul
Shakoor said Parliament was
a sovereign institution and its
members had the right to leg-
islate, being representatives
of the people. Web Desk

Syed Ali Shah

The weather turned
chilly in guetta and vari-
Ous istricts of
Balochistan after heavy
rainfall on Wednesday
The weather in Quetla,
the provincial capital
turned cold after heavy
rainfall. The citizens were
confined to their homes
as the weather abruptly
turned chilly

However, the citizens
gomplained about low
and no gas pressure
Especially, during the
sacred month of Ramazan
ul Mubarak, the citizens
suffered becavse of gas
load shedding and contin-
ued power outages.

Gas load
shedding in
various parts

of Quetta

This complicated the
ﬁsblems of thvaI citizens.

o gas supply since
mnmiﬁ*", 2k Abdul
Waheed, a resident of
Sariab Road lamented
There was no response
from_the Sui Southern
Gas Company []SSGC} in
this regard. The S8GC
said its Public Relations
Officer (PROY) was based
in Karachi and there was
none in the company to
speak in this resard.
_Flash floods block the
highway in Bolan moun-
tains

Besides Quetta; flash
floods unleashed by tor-
rential rains also caused

Child rapist
sentenced to S years
imprisonment in Quetta

Weather turns cold
as Quetta receives

! L Py
the blockade of highways
in the Bolan mountains
The passengers could not
reach their destinations
because of the blockade
of the highway. The peo-
le traveling between
alochistan ‘and Sindh
waited Tor hours to reach
their destination,

There were also reports
of heavy rainfall in
Chaman, {iiita Abdullah,
Pishin and other parts of
Balochistan, The

Balochistan Minister For
the Provincial
Manafg,cmcnt
(PN

Disaster
Authorit

A), Mir Ziaulla

e —
Langove directed the
concerned deputy. com-
missioners and PDMA
staff to make all neces-
sary arrangements. He
said the PDMA was pre-
pared to tackle the situa-
tion and all staff was
deployed at the main and
sensitive points to make
sure the flow of traffic on
hl%l‘t'l-'r'ﬁ 5, )

ir. Langove directed
the PDMA to ensure the
pravision of foodstaff
to the affected people
by heavy rainfall in var-
ious  parts of
Balochistan.

Child rapist sentenced
to S years imprisonment
in Quetta

Sved Kaleem Shah

The distnict session judge
Sariab Quetta sentenced an
accused imvolved in child
rape to five years of ngor-
ous imprsonment and a fine
of Fs, 200, 000 on
Wednesday,

Jan Mubammad Gohar,
the district and session
Judge announced the judg-
ment, court sources told
Daily Quiett Yoice,

According to the prelimi-
nary information report. the
accuzged Agha M i
attempted  to sexually

gssanlt a child in the juris-
diction of police station
Abdul Khahg Shaheed in
the vear 2021,

The case was presented
in the court yesterday while
pronouncing the juigmenl,
the judge of the court sen-
tenced the accused Agha
Muhammad to 5 vears
imprisaonment and a fine of
Z'qu.ﬂ(K"l nipees, The accused
will have to undenzo anoth-
gr & months of imprison-
ment in the case of non-pay-
ment of a fine. The said case
was investigated by Sl
Amjad Mehmood.

Wagqas Ali Mahmood
posted as secretary
health Balochistan

Mr. Mahmood has served as

Manan Mandokhail Commissioner  Gujranwala,

- : . Secretary of Education Punjab,
LR 15 The E:f,i“d‘:h“&a“ and Secretary of Excise and
government on Wednesday Taxation Punjab. He is consid-

posted Wagas Ali Mahmood, o
grade-21 officer as the secre-
tary of health Balochistan.
Saleh Nasar the outgoing secre-

tary  was sted . as
Additional
{Home), a

by the Services and General
Administration

(S&GAD)

was directed to report to the

S&GAD,

# ered to be one of the senior
officers n  the Pakistan
Administrative Service (PAS).

Muhammad Akbar Harifal, a
" orade-21 officer was posted as

ghe Secretary of Industries
Balochistan, whereas, Zafar Al
Bukhari was posted as the
Secretary of Excise and
Taxation, the notification con-
cluded.

: the
‘hief Secretary
notification  15sued

—

] Department
said. Zahid Saleem

Imran Khan responsible for economic
crisis, wave of terrorism: Bilawal

ISLAMABAD: b’nmiﬁll Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Wednesday slammed
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’ chairman Imran
Khan for his policies and said he was respon-
sible for current economic crises and wave of
terrorism in the country,

_Sdpn:akir_lg in the National Assembly he
said, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man Imran Khan and his team were responsi-
ble for the prevailing economic crisis,

He said it was unforfunate that the terror-
ism_eliminated due to sacrifices of the
Pakistan army, police and common masses
had been revived by Tmran Khan

He said Imran Khan had brought back
thousands of terrorists and extremists living
in Afghanistan and settled them in the
merged tribal areas. )

The foreign minister said that the people of
the merged areas of erstwhile FATA had
given unmatched sacrifices for eliminating
terrorism and restoration of peace across the
country.

He said that non-political actors were
responsible for bringing Imran Khan into
power

He said that demogracy in the country had
been restored by the sacrifices of the political
workers and their leadership.

Bilawal Bhutto said that keeping in view
the interest of the country and for the
strengthening of democracy, two main politi-

cal parties had signed the Charter of
Democracy (Col).
After this, he said, the country was moving
to progress, prosperity and development,
¢ said that the constitution of 1973 was
restored to its onginal shape and the 18th
amendment approved with consensus to

- bring harmony in the Elrmrmces.

He said that after the signing of the [8th
amendment, Mational Finance Commission
{MFC) had been given to provinces and gave
the identification to people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa He said that non-political
forces started hybrid war against the political
forces after the signing of the CoD He said
that through media character assassination of
the political teadership was starled by the
non-pelitical forces. The foreign minister said
that Imran Khan's government was changed
through constitutional wavs He asked the
Prime Minister to take action and file the
cases against the person who had violated the
constitution and law of the land. INP

Levies vehicle
targeted through
remote-controlled

Thrar Almed
Tmran Sumalani

BOLAN Unknown
accused targeted the vehi-
cle of the Levies Force
through a remote-con-
trolle blast n
Balochistan’s Mach town
on Wednesday. One levies
personnel was injured in
the attack. The injured was
rushed 1o the Mach hospi-
tal for medical treatment,
The bomb was planted in
a motorcvcle parked on

bomb in Mach

the roadside. Tha bomb
went off with a big ban
when the levies wvehicle
approached the area.

he blast also damaged

the levies vehicle. Levies
personnel reached the spot
as an investigation into
the mcident went under-
way

Elections held even during 20 years of

terrorism in

. ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) on Wednesday resumed hear-
ing Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal”s kPTI} petition against delay in zeneral elec-

tions in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

A five-member bench comprising Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata
Bandial, Justice ljazul Ahsan, Justce Munib Akhtar, Justice Aminuddin
Khan and Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail is hearing the plea.

Ahead of the hcanngrthr: 5C chhstrar‘s Office ace

| 51 e-MNawaz (PML-NJ, | Fe
Party and Jamiat Ulema-e-1slam-Fazl (JUL-F) to become parties in the

leas of Pakistan Muslim Leagu

CASE.

As the proceedings commenced, PPP lawyer Farooq H. Naek requested

the court to become respondent in the case,
“You want to present your stance .

that PPP was not a part of the PDM

“The court will first hear arguments from ECP's lawver” lustice
Bandial then said Duning the heanng, Justice Mandokhail stated the ver-
dict of the four judges in the suo motu case was the “order of the court’
CJP had not issued an “order of the court” to date,” he said.

“IF an order has not been issued, how can the president give a date for

“The

I i5 your application on behalf of the
PDM (Pakistan Democratic Movement)?” the CIP asked. Nask replied

ted the separate
akistan Peoples

hear the case,

elections had been cond

country, says CJP

elections? How can the ECP issue the election schedule?” he asked.
_ At this, the CJP noted that Justice Mandokhail had given his explana-
tion. At one point, Naek demanded that a full cournt bench be constituted to

Te which, Justice Mandokhail said: “Why full court? The same seven-
member bench should hear the case "Dunng the hearing, Justice Munib
Akhtar asked the ECP lawyer Sajel Swati whether 1t was mentioned in the
March 1 order that it was a 4-3 verdict. )

Justice Akhtar further stated that five judges had heard the case in open
court and signed the decision At this, Justice Mandokhail said the dissent-
ing note clearly stated that justices Yahva Afridi and Athar Minallah agreed
with the decision. Moreover, the ECP's lawyer informed the top court that
it would take six months to complete operations in Punjab’s kaccha At
this, CIP Bandial remarked that the issue of terrorism was genuine but the
peted in the country despite this issue being pres-
ent for the last 20 years."Polls had been conducted when sectarianism and
terrorism was at its peak in 90s decade,” he added CJP seeks assurance
from PTI, governmentAt one point, the ECP lawyer told the apex court
that the commission was ready to hold polls on assurance of required funds
and assistance from institutions, Web desk
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Humiliating removal of
4 VCs in Balochistan

In a humihating way, four vice-chancellors of public universities in Balochistan

were removed

by the Governor/Chancellor the other day. Although, viclations of

laws and rules are nothing new in Balochistan, the country’s least-developed but

resource-rich province

Without any inquiry or investigation, the YCs of the University of Balochistan,

Balochistan Univesity of Information Technology Engineering and Manag
E{}, r:iHLashgélla Sacl'igence and Marines

Sciences (BUITEM

Loralar University, an

University were removed from their positions.
Tenure of two ¥V Us was about to expire . :
The sources within the Balochistan government cited the expiry of the tenure of

the two VCs as the main reason behind the removal. However, the two Vs tenure

was scheduled 1o be expired in Sepl

ment

ember and October this year.

What was the reason behind this haste? The answer is simple. We are still alien to
rules and regulations and consider our mighty official, political and social positions

above the law.

As per the Balochistan Universities Act 2022, the Governor has no power to

remove ¥YOs in such a way

As per the Balochistan Universities Act 2022, the government can initiate an

investigation against any VO in the case T |
of power, The government can only remove the said VC if alle

corruption/moral cormuption or ilkegal use

fions are proven

against lim, The Act clearly says that the VO has to be given the opportunity to
defend himself against aﬂi,- allegalions.

Whereas, Governor

pen without any investization. )
Undoubtedly, there have to be rtn?pmlﬂnged tenures of the Vs like Dr. Farooq

Ahmed Bazai remained the VO for |

lile Abdul Wali Kakar removed all with a stroke of a

years of the BUITEMS, He had to be changed.

We have only an objection over the honuliating way, he was removed. There had o

be a dignified and respectable way for the removal o

there were allezations of nepotism and Favourttism a
westion marks over the capacity/credibility of SB
No word from the government or Governor’s house about the fate of VO Sardar

Bahadur Khan (SBK
the VC SBK. Neverth
him about her university,

The SB

fVC who is also a teacher Yes,
inst Mr. Bazarn
for recruitment of teachers

omen’s University. There were repeated allegations azainst
eless, the VU SBK managed to meet the Governor and brief

K has alzo been given the task to recruit @000 teachers. Repeated com-

plaints came in the process of recruitment by candidates about the SBK. Muost of the

candidates are skep

tical about the credibility of the SBK and demand the Balochistan

Public Service Commission I{BF‘SC} conduct the recruitment process. MNational Party,
a key Baloch nahﬂnahstﬁglg‘ has also demanded of the government to conduct tests

and Interviews through

Teachers” Fcﬁt&_ should be given to the BPSC

Mo issue |

agriculture posts are filled through departments or SBK. There has to

be no compromise over the future of our children and the BPSC should be given the
task 1o appoint teachers, Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizemo should
also translate his words into action in this regard.

Mirror, mirror
on the wall...

he time has
come when we
must ask that

Magic mirror

on the wall
x what the future
of our nation 18 W be
Bevond the mirror, there
are really no answers,
with analysts putting for-
ward a variety of opin-
10NS, SOme  argui hat
after three years of acute
hardship caused by infla-
tion, unemployment and
related issues, Pakistan
will boom back and make
a full recovery. Others are
far less optimistic and
there is a sense of hope-
lessness and despondency
across the country.

The evidence of this
came in the fact that in
2022, as many a5 750,000
young Pakistanis, most of
them  highly  educated
doctors, engineers, infor-
mation technology
experts and others opted
to leave the country tegal-
Iv. This number was far
higher than the under
300,000 which left in the
two preceding  years.
Clearly, }'ounﬁ_ people in
a country which has a
hl_lﬁ’e youth population —
with &4 per cent of nation
aged between 15 and 30
years — feel that there is
no future for them in the
country where most of
them ~were born  and
where they grew up,

e are, of course,
exceplions to the rule,
and some brave young
Pakistanis have chosen (o
stay back and help as they
can. Their resolve needs
to be applauded and so
does the dedication to the
pountry of other voung-

sters who insist that they
do want (o give hack after
completing  education
OVErSEss in Some capacity
or the other, Clearly there
are deep feelings for
Pakistan, despite the fact
that its governance over
the last seven decades has
done so little for the peo-
ple or devised policies
which can bring out the
immense potential of the

country. )
8o, we asked the mirror
if everything is lost. The
answer is not clear. Much
depends on what future
overnments do and how
they act. We hope that
there will be some sense
of responsibility and an
end to the childish bicker-
ing and refusal to discuss
matters logether despite
the national crisis we are
witnessing al the present
time. We cannot say how
the varipus players will
act and if the institutions
will stay true to the prom-
is¢ of steering clear of
Pakistami  politics.
Obviously, it would be
extremely wise to do so.
As we look at other
countries in somewhat
similar situations, Sri
Lanka comes to mind.
The country fell into a
crisis three vears ago - hit
by hyperinflation and a
siwation which led to
defanlt. As a  result,
poverty doubled across
the country and in urban
centre even tripled. The
plight of the people can
only be imagined even
though Sri Lanka has a
better structure of educa-
tion and governance com-
ared  to Pakistan
owever, as the World

Bank has pointed out,
more and more flaws
have crept info their sys-
tem of governance lead-
ing to the crash of the
couniry and the crisis that
hit it It is now attempting
to climb back and appears
to be somewhat success-
ful in doing so, with help
from international donor
agencies such as the

orld Bank as well as
other foreign nations who
believe that it is impera-
tive. that the country
resumes its prior position
in the world.

Pakistan must hope. it
can find similar support
over the years to come
and it must also face up to
the reality that the next
three vears, at the very
least, “are bound to be
tough ones, with us
dependent on help from
the outside. How much
help can come in depends
also on the government of
Pakistan and its ability to
mobilize diplomatic opin-
ion and gain friends it has
lost over the years due to
various situations.

Theough Pakistan,
according to top econo-
mists across the world,
has already defaulted, and
has therefore turned to
the IMF the lender of last
resort we should remem-
ber that countries such as
Argentina have defaulted
no less than nine times
since the late 1800s. The
last default for Argentina
came in 2001 and it is
currently recovering from
the situation again with
the md from the IMF
IMF aid is of course not
always something to be
welcomed

Hanna Urak, lush green
valley attracts tourists from
across Pakistan

When man first hggan
to explore the world of
the Almighty. his top
three desires have been
for flowing water, blow-
ing air, flowering flora,
and pleasing  serenity.
Historic Hanna Urak
Valley, Quetta is home to
all four of these elements.
One has the impression
that he is enjoving life in
the hereafter and thai
Allah has given him a
iece of land as the prize
or his good acts while
sitting beside the crystal
clear water that cascades
down from the enigmatic
rugged mountains.

Urak valley, a
picturesque
landscape
surrounded by
rugged
mountains

_Urak Valley, a place of
picturesque  landscape
surrounded by uneven
mountains in_the Quetta
district Dfl:L Baiu-chlstian

rovince, has a ula-
Enn of about ‘Erl-tflt]%[.,i:I

The Hana Lake, which
was established by the
British, is close 1o Urak
Valley, which is 20 kilo-
meters from Cuetta. The
end of it has a small
waterfall that serves as
the entry to the nearby
Wali Tangi Dam.

It is the ancestral home
of the Pashtun Kakar
tribe, who are renowned
for their kindness, brav-
ery, and hospitality. High-
quality apple trees are
grown here, and they are
exported to a number of
nations.

Daily 15,000 to
20,000 tourists
visit Hanna
Urak

Hanna Urak Valley
now has the distinction of
being the only tourist
point in Balochistan with
average dailv visits of
between 15, and
20,000 tourists, The most
visits have ever been

recorded at amy of
Balochistan's fourist
points.

According . 1o Mr,
Mohammad Yunus, the

landlord in the Hanna
valley, “around fifteen to
twenty thousand people

from  throughout the
country and parts of
Balochistan rush  to

Hanna Urak Valley dail
to observe the natura
beauty

We have a deep con-
nection to this place, and
we dlways abide by the
golden rules of hospitali-
ty when visitors amve in
our valley,

You cannot avoid visit-
ing Hanna Valley at least
once il you are lrav.:en.n%
to Quetia, the provincia
capital of Balochistan.

“We are tired of
tough daily
schedules”, tourists

‘O _‘\'-vw-‘,

“Tired of our busy
schedule and daily rou-
Hne, we spare time and
visit Quetta to experience
scenic  Urak,  valley,
“Usman Ansar, a resi-
dent of the Landhi area of
Karachi said.

The environment is
leasing, the people are
riendly unlike some of
the people of northern
areas of the country
where not only prices of
the commodities are
raised manifold during
the tourist season, but the
:;':'niurists are too maltreat-

Ameer Hamza
Sarangzai, narrating the
history of the valley said
that before Pakistan came
into being, our ancestors
had inked Moll with the
British rulers regarding
the provision of water to
the cantonment estab-
lished adjacent to  the
Hanna Valley. The British
Army  stationed  at
Cantonment was charged
per gallon,

owever, he noted that
“after the Independence
of Pakistan, elders of the
valley including Malik
Sikandar Khan, Malik Ta1
Meohammad, Haji Abdu
Rahim Sarngzai and oth-
ers met the then governor
and agreed to continue

providing fresh water free
of cost “This tradition
continues il day’

Our love for our home-
land  Pakistan made
President and  Field
Marshal Ayub Khan visit
Hanna Urak, During his
visit  in 1963, he
announced to build of a
dam for the area’s people,
He fulfilled his promise
and the “Wali Tanki
Dam”  was built that
helped store the water
and imgate the agricul-

tural land.

“My  father Malik
Ghulam Mohammad
Sarangzai was the first
gem?&r of I:he.- Fﬂkt!mn

eople’s art Tom
Balochistan,” Tﬂ: said
adding that we still have a
membership card issued
by Zulfigar Bhutto with
his own handwriting.

Malik Nasir Khan for-
mer Councilor of Hanna
Valley, said, “Provincial
government wails for the
scarcity of funds but do
not pay heed to the
tourism sector especially
developing the biggest
tourist  point  of  the

rovince Hanna Urak ™

v allocating a sizable
budget for the develop-
ment of tourist points, it
could generate millions
of mpee only from Hanna

T .
T
e

""‘.
e

-

- m

I

Valley.

As ill luck
would have it,
like other parts
of the province,
floods in 2022
caused havoc
in the Hanna
Valley as well.

“The recent flash
flonds devastated 100
percent of apple orchards
and agricultural land
swept away road and
other infrastructure, Mr
Yunus landlord of Hanna
said, )

As toad infrastructure
has perished. it takes two
hours 1o reach the Hanna
valley from the entrance
which used 1o take 30
minutes, he said lament-
ing that despite the pas-
sage of eight months, nei-
ther compensation to the
victims were given nor

steps  were faken to
restore  the damaged
infrastructure.

“We had, on our own,
established small hotels,
swimming pools, parks,
and other edible spots to
attract the tourists,”

|4

effort was aimed at gen-
erating revenue for the
local community but after
the floods, it shut com-
pletely leaving the area
people in dismay

Mr, Thrahim JUT leader
in the valley also seemed
disappointed in  the
response of the author-
ties concerned to restore
founst achivities since il
has been at a standstill
after the floods destroyved
everything.

“In the aftermath of a
catastrophe that hit the
province in June 2022
agriculture, apple
orchards, and small busi-
ness are no more there to
support the local comimiu-
nirY of Hanna Valley,” It
i5 the responsibility of the
provincial govemment to
take the issue seriously
and initiate rehabilitation
process on war-footing,

The concerted efforts,
in this connection, would
not only ease issues faced
by the local community
but also generate revenue
for the rm'.'incial kitty.

Balochistan
Spokesperson Babar
Yusufzal when contacted
reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s resolve to resusci-
tate tourism in the
province, “Govemment is
well cogmizant of the
issues faced by the people
of the valley, The rehabil-
itation process is under-
way and we are striving
hard to complete it as
soon as possible,”

About Hanna Valley,
he assured that strenuous
measures would be put in
place to restore the dam-
aged road infrastructure.
We will leave no stone
unturned to revive the
hustle and bustle of the
tourists. ar the historic
Hanna valley,

Secretary of Tourism
and Culture Manzoor
Hussain said Balochistan
tourism is characterized
by diversity in the fields
of TOuITsm,

Balochistan has been
s%ec:ially blessed in terms
of tourism. There are
beautiful sites and 1
request people from the
country and outside
Pakistan, o visit
Balochistan and enjoy the
beauty of nature and
gnsure investment in
Balochistan.

“The rtesource alloca-
tion for tourism must
have a government of
Balochistan’s priority, he
said adding that the gov-
ernment is trying to equi
the picnic points with all
sorts of facilities and pay
special heed o Hanna
Urak and other tourist
points in the province.

With a rich historical
history and the distinction
of being the most popular
tourist  destination  in
Balochistan, the govemn-
ment must address the
thlems affecting  the
ocal population and initi-
ate massive development
initiatives in order to
revive tourism in the
PEgion.

The power

Pakistan’s power and
en crﬁy crisis  has
reached crisis propor-
tions. The power sec-
tor's circular debt of
Rs2. 377 illion — com-
bined with Rsl.400 bil-
lion of the gas sector —
and  Rse00  hillion
payable to PSSO speak
volumes of our bad
management and the
unsustainable structure
of power-and-energy-
sector governance.

Our power sector

structure is flawed — a
combination of wrong
encration SOUTCEs,
efective transmission
and distnbution system,
poor bill recovery and
demand management
mechanism,

The failure to plan a
balanced energy mix
ratio, including an opti-
mal mix of renewables
and thermal-based
sources has resulted in a
disproportionate
reliance on thermal-
based sources of power
generation ie 384 per
cent. The planning fail-
ure on the supply side
has also contnbuted to
the present situation.
~ Supply side planning
in Pakistan was predi-
cated on ambitious pro-
jections of industrial
growth. The lack of
industrial development
put paid to all optimistic
assumptions of power
consumption, resulting
in & perennial imbalance

between demand and
;upplf The  total
installed capacity of

43, 775MW in Pakistan
unfﬂﬂ}lpﬂt{:i}' does not
get utilized due to lack

of industrial demand
and poor transmission

and distribution  svs-
lems,

Pakistan developed
thermal-based 1PPs to
cater for  projected
demand in the 1990s
with  generous ROl

incentives for IPP own-
ers through attractive
tariff and capacity pay-
ment ferms. In simple
terms, the [PPs had to
be paid even if they
were not  producin
electricity because o
the “take or pay’ provi-
sion of power purchase
apreements.

Our present genera-
tion  capacity — that
touches a peak of
30,000MW once a while
in extreme weather con-
ditions  especially in
summer and then plum-
méets down sigmficantly
— compels us 1o keep the
generation capacity on
idle even when not in
ﬁemand._ resulting in

efty capacity pavments
loﬂ-lyPPsP ‘I'heP emand
and production gap of
electricity in Pakistan is
widening; against the
demand of
1203020 WH, only
B7.324 GWH was pro-
duced in  2018-19
According to a LUMS
Energy Institute (LEI}
reporl, Pakistan with a
base load requirement
of 8,0000MW caters to a
demand load of approx-
imately EG,GD'DLf ' n
extreme weather condi-
tions for which it has an
installed capacity of
over 4 000MW,

_ The impact of this
imbalance 15 an inerease

and energy crisis

in the cost of power
generation, which, for
political reasons, is not
passed on o end con-
sumers and keeps piling
up in the shape of circu-
lar debt. Combined with
poor bill recovery and
transmission and distri-
bution losses, the vol-
ume of circular debt
keeps nsing,

_ Also, the demand side
is not satisfactory, On

the ~demand front,
Pakistan needs the actu-
al  base load of

B.000MW, Due to sea-
sonal needs — keepin

houses and offices cool
In summer and warm in

winter— the demand
often rises to
30,000MW.

It 15 safe to say that
Pakistan uses costly
power generated mostly
through imported fossil
fuels to cool walls and
roofs  at  subsidized
rates. This indeed is an
inefficient way of using
costly electricity,

Mow even if the tem-
porary demand in sum-
mer spikes to
30,000MW, the solution
is demand management
— which is avoided 1o
keep constifuencies
happy. There could be
several solutions to this
m'cr—uaFathy 15sue, and

one of those is to
increase our industrial
capacity so that the

resent base load could
¢ taken wp from
& 000MW to 14, 000MW
to reduce the adverse
|m¥act of idle capacity.
he present arrange-
ment of spending 5100
billion on capacity pay-

ments to [PPs for main-
taining the capacity that
caters 1o the require-
ment of our domestic
needs - air conditioning
mostly — 15 the mosi
inefficient way of utiliz-
ing power. Most of our
IPPs are frontloaded
through high capital
expenditure (CAPEX)
and have long tenors of
debt and tariff. The
renegotiation of the loan
tenor and tariff terms is
an option to bring down
the cost of generation,
But this is only a partial
solution whucg has not
borne fruit in the past.
The state of the oil
and gas sector is also
not enviable as the
country has consumed
79.8 per cent and &6 per
cent of the ool and gas
reserves. With the cheap
domestic gas sources
drying up fast, Pakistan
is likely to run out of
domestic natural
resources by 2030
Pakistan 1s rpur{:hasin
costly liquefied natura
ras and putting that into
86 000km-long
pipeline infrastructure
to burn it in domestic
sloves, )
The government is
purchasing gas at a cost
of §16/mmbtu and sell-
g it at a cost of 52-
ofmmbtu 10 rural and
urban domestic con-
sumers, The resulting
ap in price recovery —
ﬁh':s ;;ISI thefts ?nd
transmission losses due
to poor infrastrecture —
results in the gas sec-
tor's circular debl. This
state of affairs 15 unsus-
tainable. We need long-

term structural reforms
t_]'lruu%h better regula-
tion of the power sector
and professional man-
agement.

Pakistan needs to
enhance 1ts industrial
capacity for efficient
consumption of i1
power capacity in addi-
tion to demand manage-
ment through adminis-
trative measures like
weather-Thendly  house
designs, installation of
smart  metres  and
AMRs, plugging thefts
through an overhauled
transmission and distri-
bution system and the
gradual altering of ener-
gy mix, enhancing the
share of he-dc] and
renewables like wind
and solar energy,

Price signalling 1s one

of the effective tools to
control energy waste
The cost of piped zas
needs to be realistic and
the exploration of the
domestic oil and gas
resources be expedited
through special incen-
tives to E&P companies.
Pakistan  needs an
upstream regulator in
the oil and gas sector
along with the merger of
Mepra with Ogra 1o
bring more synergy in
energy planming. The
country  also  needs
refinery policy urgently
to hEIE? refineries
upscale their productivi-
ty.
FPaki{;mn should take
some immediate steps
like bold  reforms,
expert presence in the
power and energy min-
1stries, merger of regu-
lators

It’s all a

nl;

out

politics

ur politicians
are deeply and
dangerously

divided, Cur
judiciary i5
divided. Our

state institytions are divid-
ed. Our journalists are
divided. We the people are
also divided — divided
along political lines. Red
alert! we are divided like
never before, ;
Someone intelligent
once said, “It's all about
politics, stupid™ Politics
is where the story really
beging. Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic rivals. They
consider each other as
enemies, Cur democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic competitors,
They all want to send their
opponents  to disease
infected prison cells. Our
democracy-loving politi-
cians do not consider each
other as democratic oppo-
nents, They want to anni-
hilate each other, destroy
and obliterate cne another.
Here's a proven formu-
la, a formula that has
stood the test of time:
political stability leads to
BLOMOMIC progress,
Political stability results
in two l.hmdgs:_ long-term
planning and higher levels
of investment Result:
economic progress. Look
at  Botswang, a small
African  count that
sained independence in
966 Botswana has had a
stable povernment and
that overtime has resulted
in country-wide economic
development. Yes, politi-
cal stability has turned
Botswana into one of the

fastest Browing
economies in the world.
Chile, a Latin American
country, 15 another exam-
le of political stability
ringing in economic
growth and a reduction in
poverly. Chile is an éxam-
ple of economic progress
through political stability,
South Korea is another
example of a country that
has experienced economic
prng:'russ through political
stability. Singapore |Is
another outstanding
example  of economic
progress because of polit-
cal “stability. Singapore's
E:_Jhm:tans have turned
Singapore mto one of the
wealthiest countries in the
woorld
Heres another proven
formula, a formula that
has also stood the test of
time: political instability
has four distinet conse-
GUENCES. BCONGMIC Uncer-
tainty, volatility, a lack of
confidence Ao
investors and stagnation.
Venezuela is a case in
oint. Remember,
‘enezuela has = maore
proven oil reserves than
any other country in the
world, a total of 304 bil-
lion barrels. Venezuela 15
a case in point: contested
elections, political turmoil
and unrest. Result: hyper-
inflation, a decline in
investment, a shortage of
basic goods and a severe
decling in living stan-
dards. Look at Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe is mineral rich
with coal, copper, iron
ore, vanadium, tin, plat-
inum, lithium and nickel.
But a contested presiden-
tial election and political
instability has resulted in
hyperinflation, a lack of

foreign investment and a
decline i living stan-
dards. Let us leamn some-
thing from Democratic
Republic  of Congo.
Contested elections, a
long-running  civil  war,

Itical instability and a
ack of investment in key
sectors like mining and
agriculture. Take Irag, for

tnstam:e - thg?E s?}céﬁnd-
argest crude oil producer
in OPEC  after Saudi

Arabia with 145 billion
barrels. Ongoing political
instability resulting in sec-
tarian wviolence, political
unrest and economic stag-
nation,

Here's Pakistan with
several significant accom-

lishments. Tt has the
ourth-largest  irrigated
land area éllobally, follow-

ing China, India, and the
5. Additionally, Pakistan
ranks fourth in cotton pro-
duction, fourth in sugar-
cane production, and fifth
in milk production world-
wide. Moreover, Pakistan
i5 the sixth-largest date
producer globally and the
eizhth-lareest producer of
wheat, Pakistan holds 105
trllion cubic feet of 1_%,33
reserves. Reko Dig has 3.9
billion tonnes of copper
org and 41.5 milhon
ounces of egold. Pakistan
has the world's second-
largest salt reserves, Cur
hydropower potential
exceads 60,000 BW,

“It"s all about politics,
stupad,™ Pakistan’s  pri-
mary issue is political,
rather than economic, The
root of our  economic
problems lies in the politi-
cal sphere, and ultimately,
the solution to our chal-
lenges lies in the hands of
our politicians.




Citizens’ boycott
reduces fruit sale in
Faisalabad

Faisalabad: After The
boyeott of frait items by
the citizens the sale of
fruit items in Faisalabad
division was reportedly

drastically decreased by
at least 50pc,
The campaign was

launched on social media
b%( the concemed citizens
ol Karachi against the
hike in fruit prices in
Ramazan and it had
reached the Punjab cities
100 ;

_ In Faisalabad division,
it remained successful as
the citizens refused to
buy expensive fruit in all

cities

The people took part in
this silent protest against
the fruit inflation mafia,
which had increased the
prices manifold because
of the month of fasting,
_ The citizens told media
in a survey carried out in
various  bazaars  of
Faisalabad that they had
not been buying  fruit
singe Monday in protest
against the frunt sellers,

According  to  some
reports, this silent protest
forced the vendors to sell
bananas and melons at
reduced prices, The cam-

paign was launched on
soctal media by the con-
cermed  citizens  of
Karachi against the hike
in fruit prices in Ramazan
and it had reached the
Pumjab cities oo,
_ In Faisalabad division,
it remained successful as
the citizens refused to
buy expensive fruit in all
cities. .
The people took part in
this silent protest against
the fruit inflation mafia,
which had increased the
prices manifold because
of the month of
fasting INP

Minimum
Sadqa-e-Fitr fixed at
Rs 320 per head

ISLAMABAD:
Former Central Ruet-
e-Hilal Committee
Chairman Mufii
Muneeb ur Rehman has
declared the minimum
amount for Sadga-e-
Fitr at Rs 320 per per-
son, which 15 an obliga-
tory charitable dona-
tion that Muslims are
required to pay durin
the holy month o
Ramazan

The rate is based on
the prices of staple
tood such as flour,
dates, raisins, cheese or
barley, as per the
Islamie Sharia

The importance of
Sadga-e-Fitr  lies in
helping the poor and
needy people in socie-
li:' especially during
the festive occasion o

Eid-ul-Fitr. This act
helps the poor and
needy  during  the

upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr
and is a way for
Muslims to give back
to their community and

earn  blessings from
Allah Almighty.

According to Muft
Muneeb, the market

price of 2.25 kilograms
of flour, the amount for
Fitrana 15 calculated as
Rs 320 per head. The

faithful who want to
pay Fitrana equal to the
price of barley, and
dates should pay mini-
mum Rs 480 and

Rs 2,800 per head
respectively.

Similarly, the faithful
wanted to pay Fitrana
at the rate of raisin
should dpa}l Rs 6,400
per head for first class
dates and Rs 4,800 per
person for second class
raisin.

A Muslim, who pos-
sesses food in excess of
his needs, must pay
Sadqa-e-Fitr before the
Eid prayers.

If the person 15 a
breadwinner, he should
also pay Sadga-e-Fitr
for his dependents,
such as wife, children,
dependent relatives or
servants.

Mufti Muneeb also
advised the people to
pay the amount to the
poor before Eid-ul-Fitr
so that they could also
celebrate the festival.
The most deserving
people for Sadga-e-Fitr
are close relatives fol-
lowed by neighbours
and the poor.

Mufti Munibur
Rehman said real spirit
of Fitr and Fidya 1s

—

after rain in provincial capital.

Pakistan, Malaysia
agree to revitalize
bilateral mechanisms

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan and Malaysia
have agreed to enhance
engagement and dia-
logue at all levels, revi-
talize existing bilateral
mechanisms and estab-
lish new
engagement.

‘his was agreed in the
second round of
Pakistan-Malaysia
Bilateral Political
Consultations  {(BPC),
which was held in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia on
Tuesday, the Foreign
Office said in a stale-
ment.

The talks were co-
chaired by Additional
Foreign Secretary (Asia
& Pacific), Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch and Dato”
Morman Bin Muhamad,

areas  of

Foreign  Affairs of
Malaysia.

The two sides
reviewed the entire

spectrum of Pakistan-
Malaysia relations and
renewed their commit-
ment to further strength-
en  bilateral strategic
partnership.

“The two countries
will increase coopera-
tion across multiple
domains including bilat-
eral trade and invest-
menl, defence and secu-
rity. agriculture and
food security, energy,
health, education, and
science and technolo-
gy,” the statement said.

It was decided that
parliamentary
exchanges and people-
to-pecple contacts

two-time meal of a des-
ftute person, s0 a1l 15
better 1o pay the meal
cost of a hotel,
However, those who
are wealthier, they
should try to pay more
to extend assistance to
the poor in this time of
skvrocketing inflation
f anyone had been
unable to keep fast for
the whole month of

Ramazan, he or she
should pay the whole
month Eic}’ya as com-
ensation worth Rs
00 n proportionate
to flour price, Rs

14,400 for barley, Rs
34,000 for date, Rs
192,000 for raisin first
class and Rs 144,000
for second class raisin
 Similarly,  Kufara
(eompensation)  for
leaving 30 fasts in
wheat would be Rs
19200, for wheat Rs
28,800, for barley, Rs
168,000 dates, Rs
384,000 raisin  first
class and Rs 288000
for second class raisin.

Fufara in  wheat
would be Rs 3200,
bar]i}' Rs 4,800, dates
Rs 28000, raisin Rs
64,000 first class and
Rs 48,000 for second
class raisin INP

ISLAMABAD:
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MMNA Syed Sami Ul hassan and Deputy DG FDE Ali Ahmad

Kharal pose with prize winners of English & Urdu speech contest pose for group
photo at FG home economics college F11/1.

Japan funded project
for solar panels at school in
Swabi, KP inaugurated

ISLAMABAD: A grass-
roots grant assistance project
for installation of solar pan-
els at school in Village
Shewa, District Swabi,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, fund-
ed by the Government of
Japan, was inaugurated on
March 29, 2023,

The Government of Japan
had provided a USD 58528
erant {equivalent to around
PKR 16.7 million) to Shewa
Educated Social Workers
Association (SESWA), a
local NGO working in the
field of education, infra-
structure, and environment,
for implementing this proj-
(=

This is the third time for
SESWA to recerve financial

assistance from the
Government of Japan. This
time, SESWA utilized the
rant to install solar panels at
the school that was con-
structed and expanded by the
ast two financial supports
rom |
Japan in order to overcome
the problem of frequent
power outages across the
whole of Pakistan in a sus-
tamnable and environmental-
ly-friendly way. _
Thanks to this project,
children can now learn in
classrooms with a proper
illumination level as well as
running fans during the hot
Season, _

At the inauguration cere-
mony, Mr (» Takeshi,

the Government of

Charge d'Affaires of Japan to
Pakistan congratulated the
representatives of the NGO
and the community members
for the successful completion

of this project. He also
showed the expectation that
children would get the

chance to carve out their
bright future and alse this
project would strengthen the
existing friendly relation-
ships between the people of
Japan and Pakistan,

The Government of Japan
will continue to provide flex-
ible and timely support to
improve the social well-
being of the people of
Pakistan at the grassrootls
level in cooperation with
local orgamizations INP

Magistrate remands woman,
son remanded In rape case

KARACHL: A judicial
magistrate  remanded in
wolice custody mother and

er son for two days in a case
minor g@irl’s rape case shelter
home in Korangi,

Police arrested the young
son and female owner of the
shelter home in Korangi's
Allah Wala Town.

The investigating officer
produced the suspects before
a judicial magistrate to seek
their physical remand for
questioning

The Investigation Officer
{10} submitted that the vic-
tim girl had left her home

after her stepfather and his
brother acted imappropriately
after the death of her mother,

She took temporary shelter
at the Tfacility, but the
owner's young son allegedly
subjected her to a sexual
assault, the 1) said

He said that the police had
brought the wvictim to the
Jinnah Postgraduate Medical
Centre for a medical exami-
nation and doctors had
obtained DNA samples for
cross-matching

The IC} zaid that the med-
ical examination report was
still awaited, while other

children ]lassihg fhmugh ﬁccmaiatcd rain water

power to Malaysia,

There was a conver-
gence of views on a
range of regional and
global issues of mutual
interest, including
regional peace and secu-
rity, islamophobia and
climate change.

The two sides reiter-
ated their interest in
close cooperation at
multilateral platforms
including in OIC and
the UN.

Pakistan also
expressed a desire for
enhanced engagement
with ASEAN, leading to
a full-dialogue partner-
ship.The Additional
Foreign Secretary  con-
veyed the gratitude to
Malavsia for its gener-
ous support and human-

Postponement of polls : SC
registrar office rejects petitons
by allied parties, govt for
becoming respondents

ISLAMABAD: Registrar office Supreme
Court (SC) has rejected petitions filed by fed-
eral government and its allied parties for
becoming respondents in the case pertaining to
postponemet of polls in KP and Punjab.

The registrar office has directed the petition-
er to present their petition before the bench on
i ing the case.

During the hearing of the case leaders of rul-
alliance 1 larger number were present in
on the occasion of hearing o

the occasion of hearin

s¢

Wednesday..

Interior mimister Rana Sana Ullah, SAPM
Atta Tarar, defence minister Khawaja Asif,
Sardar Avyaz Sadiq, PPP leaders Sherry
(Yamar Zaman Kaira. Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haidri, PTI leaders Al Muhammad
Khan Fawad Chaudhry, Sheikh Rashid. Faroog
H Naik, Kamran Murtaza and others were pres-

Rehman,

ent in the court. ONLINE

the case

LHC approves
interim bail of
PTI leader Asad
Umar till April7

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) has
approved interim bail plea of PTI leader till
April 07 in vandalizing case. _ _

he case pertaining to vandalzing and vio-
lence against police came up for hearing before

the court Wednesday.

The court directed PTI leader Asad Umar to
submit surety bonds worth Rs 100000,
The court also ordered him to join investiga-

tiom.

It 1s pertinent to mention here Shadman
olice have registered a case against Asad

mar,

QUETTA: Pa rlfa;ien ta

legal formalities were also to
be fulfilled to complete the
investigation. Therefore, he
said the custody of the sus-
pects was required for inter-
rogation for 14 days,
However, the court
declined the [0)s request and
remanded the suspects in
police custody for two days.
The magistrate also told
the 10 to incorporate rele-
vant sections of the Anti-
Rape (Investigation and

Trial} Act, 2021, in the FIR
and submit an nvestigation
report accordingly on the
next date INP

ry crﬂa'
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for Minorities I'fairs Geroge
Khalil giving key of motorbike to disable persons during a ceremony.

NA committee
approves SC
practice and

procedure bill
2023

ISLAMABAD: National
Assembly (NA) standing commit-
tee on law and justice has
approved Supreme Court {5C)
practice and procedure bill 2023,

s¢ practice and procedure 2023
bll - was presented for review
which has been approved with
three amendments, .

The amendment on giv ing the
right to appeal againsi the deci-
sions made 1n suo motu notices 30
days before has been included in
the hill ; y
_ it has been said bench compns-
ing less than 5 judges bench will
not be constituted to hear the cases
pertaining to interpretation of the
constitution.

Committee met  here under
Bashir Mehmeood Virk in pardia-
mente house Wednesday,

Law minister said this bill was
old standing demand of bar coun-
cils and partners. Voices came
from inside the SC. Hamid Khan
also decalred it need of the hour
Online

LHC extends its
orders till April 6
against denotifying
PTI MNAs

LAHORE: Lahore High Court
{LHC) has extended till April 6 its
orders against denotifying PTI
Members of National Assembly
(MNA).

The petition from PTI MNAs
against acceptance of their resig-
nation came up for hearing before
a single bench of LHC led by
Justice Shahid Karim Wednesday.

The petitioners took the plea’in
the petition that they had with-
drawn their resignations before
their acceptance. The resignations
were accepted against the rules set
bv Supreme Court (SC) ONLINE

50 tested positive due to
COVID-19 during last
24 hours

[SLAMABAIYAs many as 50
persons tested positive due to
corongvirus during the last 24
haurs in the country .

According to latest statistics of
Mational Institute of Health (NIH)
2818 tests were conducted durin
the last 24 hours of which 5
returned positive.

The positivity ratio stands at
1.77 percent.

Mo casualty has occurred due o
COVID-19 ¢

23 patients are stated to be in
critical condition. Online
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Deputy Secretary  would be encouraged, itarian assistance for The court had earlier rejected interim bail 05 05 g | 1B
Cieneral {Bilateral including hiring of addi- flood affected people in| plea of Asad Umar for not appearing in the | osl m e e
Affairs), Ministry of tional Pakistami man- Pakistan INP court. Online == - i
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OGDCL launches programme to distribute _ bz ol o il
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100 ambulances across Pakistan Eii e ity 1] 2 # |
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an a5 Development ederal Secretary of ment ; tions for augmenting the  fare of local communi- AP D T Forler | 01 04 Ll |23
Company LPmned Petroleum Dnl.rr":slnn OGDCL . Executive  CSR inibatives  and  bes. OGDCL has always “:E-:—I,—*E"'J—::— —— = [r =
f(](i CL) on Wednesday  Captain (Retd) Director (Services) Zia  improving the outreach, exceeded its TSR obliga- bl L il atidlet| 01 O g )
aunched a programme 1o Mubammad  Mahmood  Salghuddin provided a Te stressed the need  tons and spent more on T R Y ypm

distl'thu£e| ully equ:;lur'ped wass thekg:h:ef' guist. D_nmprehe;_l'lswe introduce Eﬂrlspcu5|?ghun capacity  welfare projects rfé}r the Fedl AE L braniloailet| 01 '1:'“ 25al
100 ambulances worth Bs~ Speaking ar the ocea- tion to the programme,  building of the youth. communities nearby it's | |si 2557 Iimbr o Cer Fida b1 2 L Fa Bt E T by oa pAE . Lok
200 million among dis-  sion, OGDCL MD/CEQ  outlining the salient fea- OGOCL — which is the ogeratmual areas, he | [ :l:'f ¥ _ﬁ:_“" bt ""f""f“"';dlr” bt “{"':"4#""‘" =gy
trict and tehsil headquar-  Ahmed Hayat Lak high- tures of the ambulances largest exploration and  added. et U s A L L g e B, ST e bR Rt e LV

“Most of the places
where company operates
are remote with limited

ter hospitals and basic
health ~ units  (BHUs)
across the country,

lighted the importance of
the programme in the
country’s health sector

and the modalities for
their distribution
Speaking on the ocea-

production company
working across Pakastan
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These ambulances will  and emphasized that the  sion, Captain (Retd) its  Corporate  Sccial  health facilities for the e : . it ¥
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829,549 emigrants registered for overseas
employment in 2022: NA told

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Secretary for Overseas Pakistani and Human Resource Development Syed Agha
Rafiullah on Wednesday informed the National Assembly that as many as 829 549 emlﬁ_riants were registerad for

OVErseas umgioz)'mem throwgh the Bureau of Immigration and Overseas FmpiuymEﬂT
23, the highest since last live years.

endar year 2!

E&OE) dunng the cal-

In response to vanous questions, he said that since 1971 12.45 million Pakistani workers had been re%istered

with B

OE for employment abroad till 2022, However, a declining trend was observed in the vears

020 &

2021 a5 only 224,705 and 286,648 emigrants were registered by BEEOE respectively due to Covid-19 restric-

tions, he sad,

explore new regular labour migration avenues, he said. ] ) ] )

afiullah said the government had appointed 24 Community Welfare Attaches in 16 different countries to
explore new avenues for Pakistant manpower through Labour Market Analysis (LMA} of the host country so that
skilled Pakistam intending emigrants could be imparted required traiming as per labour market reguirements of

the host country.

He said approximately 9 million Pakistanis were working/residing in different countries around the world and
contnbuting fowards the socio-economic development of the country

He said that BE&OE has taken several measures to explore and tap the intemational job markets for intending

emigrants.
Diversification Strate

adopted to shift focus to new labour markets and the declaration of Intent on Migration

& Mnhi[uli,- has already been signed with Greece and the UK and soon would be signed with Germany,

The Parliamentary

taly,

LWL,

Parli i ecretary said 12 memoranda of understanding &MuUs on manhpower export with different
countries including Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Iran,

ehanon, Libva, Portugal,

Romania and Uzbekistan were under bilateral discussion, The overseas minister visited Romania and Portugal to

ISLAMABAD:: Member National Assembly Aslam Bhootani calls on Prime Minister Muhammad

Shehbaz Sharif.

UAE
Ambassador
calls on Finance
Minister

Islamabad: Hamad Obaid Ibrahim
Salim Al-Zaabi, Ambassador of the
United Arab Emirates called on the
Federal Minister for Finance &
Revenue Senator Mohammad [shag
Dar, today.

Finance Minister Ishag Dar and
Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salim Al-
Faabi, Ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates shared the deep rooted broth-
erly relations between the two coun-
triés and discussed avenues of further-
ing and st_rcngﬂlemng economic and
financial ties between the UAE and
Pakistan .

Finance Minister Senator [shaq Dar
stated that Pakistan and the UAE are
engaged in various areas including
energy, refinery, petroleum and trade,
however, still a lot of potential is
unexplored, In this regard, the Finance
Minister highlighted various avenues
in which both countries can enhance
their existing trade and investment
relations.

The Ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates appreciated development-
oriented economic policies of Pakistan
initiated by the present government
and expressed the interest of the UAE
in augmenting and furthering invest-
ment in varous sectors of the econo-
my of Pakistan,

Finance Minister Senator [shaq Dar
welcomed the investment proposals of
the UAE in Pakistan and extended full
support and cooperation by the gov-
ernment : i

In conclusion, the Finance Minister
shared sentiments of gratitude for
ood will and cooperation of his

xcellency and hoped to enhance the
bilateral relations further in the
future. Online

Mian Dawood
advocate files affidavit
with secretary SJC

ISLAMABAD: The curnFIainai_'lt
Mian Dawood advocate has filed his
detailed affidavit with secretary
Supreme Judicial Council (SIC) on
the mater of reference against Justice
Kagwi.
_ Mian Dawood advocate has again
filed documentary proof of the refer-
ence alongwith affidavit through mis-
cellaneous petition. )
The documents related to properties
urchased in the name of justice
vaqvi and his sons in dubious way are
attached with miscellaneous way. The
receipt of ﬂounds sent to Magsh
Fatima daughter of justice Maqvi in
UK bank accouni has also been
attached wiht the miscellaneous appli-
cation. i )
As per documents Justice Magvi
urchased 2 kamal 4 marlas plot in
021 in Gulher% Laheore at the cost of
4 crore 44 lag. Justice Naqvi declared
this plot valuing Rs 7 crore 20 lac.
Justice Maqvi sold out this plot to his
alleged frontman Muhammad Safcar
at the cost of Rs13 crore in 2022 and
declared it against Rs 4 crore 96 lac.
Online

Election in kp, Punjab
assemblies will have to
be got held at every
cost: Barrister Aitzaz

LAHORE: Senior lawyer Aitzaz
Ahsan has said the election of Punjab
and KP assemblies will have to be got
held. He stated hat they are trying to
regulate dissenting note of Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah through parlia-
ment.Onlineg

Hardcore terrorist
arrested from Charsadda

PESHAWAR; The police in
Sardheri area of Charsadda district on
Wednesday foiled a terror bid by
artesting a terrorist and recovering
explosives from s possession, said
D&P Sardheri, Sanobar Khan.

The arrested terrorist was identified
as Sher Ghani alias Ibrahim, Olaswal,
son of CGhani Gul is a resident of
Shama Korona, Nisatta  district
Charsadda. The rerrorist belonged 1o
the banned outfit Tehrik ¢ Taliban
Pakistan  (TTPLDSP  Sardhen,
Sanobar Khan said the terrorist was
hiding near the Azizabad Post to dam-
age the government property. The
accused was wanted by the Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD) Mardan
it vanous cases INP

Ban on GB Police: IHC
summons additional
interior
secretary today

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
High Court (IHC) has sum-
moned additional interior secre-
tary level officer today in the
pefiton against interior minisiry
notification hanan Gilgil-
Baltistan (GB) police from
escorting the GB chief minister
to other provinces

The court has also summoned
reply from federal government
hesides remarking ban has been
'tm_chsed under what law.

Ihe case came up for hearin
befoe a single bench of THC le
E{y Justice Mohsin  Akhtar

iavani here Wr.:dl_'lesdai,'_.

The lawyers Mian Ali Ishfag
Qadir Janjua and Ahad Khokhar
a?peared in the court on behalf
of the petitioners.

The court directed the con-
cerned authorities to appear in
the court and file the reply

today. )

It was taken the plea in the
petition the interior ministry has
imposed ban on Cilgit-Baltistan
(GB) gcghce from escorting the
GB chief minister to other
provinces y :

Orders were issued regardin
:‘fgéunty of governor and CI

According to notification the
respective province will provide
security to governor and CM GB
wherever they go. )

The petitioner said _sluppulﬁ
GB police from escorting €1
GB in other provinces is illesal.

The notification based on dis-
criminatory treatment with GB
police cannot be issued.

The petitioner has requested
the court to declare null and
void_interior ministry March 24
notification. Online

LHC allows PTI
leader Shahbaz
Gill to visit US

for 4 weeks

LAHORE: Lahore High Court
LHC) has allowed PTI leader
hahbaz Gill to go to US for 4
w&e_ll_lcs j

The petition against acing
Shahbaz Gull name in F(,F came
up for hearing belore a 3-member

full court presided over by the
Cheif Tustice (CJ} LHC here
Wednesday. hief  Justice

remarked under what law the
name of petitioner was placed in
ECL. What is such situation under
which decision is taken to put the
name in ECL, The petitoner case
falls in what calegory. The counsel
for federal government said cases
are registered in Islamabad against
Shahbaz Gull His name has been

laced in ECL on the request of
ommissioner Islamabad. This
matter relates to Islamabad. The
court has no jurisdiction to hear it

The counsel for Shahbaz Cill
has filed application with federal
government  for removing  his
name from ECL. This matter will
be discussed in the next meeting
of the cabinet.

PTI leader Shahbaz Gill also
appeared in the court during the
hearing of the case.

The court while allowing
Shahbaz Gull 1o go 1o US for 4
weeks has summeoned reply from
the federal govemment on the
matter of including name of
Shahbaz Gill in ECL. ONLINE

KP Food Safety
Authority Raids
Continue In Dir, Swat

PESHAWAR. Khyher
Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and
Halal Food Authority Food
Safety teams Wednesday con-
ducted major operations in Dir
Upper and Swat on the cold
drinks godown.

The Dir Upper Food Satety
along with the district admin-
istration conducted a surprise
raid on the cold drinks godown
and recovered and destroyed
more than 30,000 liters of non-
standard and expired cold
drinks from the warehouse, the
food officials said.

The cold drinks recovered
from the warehouse had
expired in 2021 and 2022, the
officials disclosed

They said that the ware-

house owners were erasing the
expiry dates from the coding
machine and re-printing the
new expiry dates 2023 and
2024 and supplving them to
the markets.

The food safety team also
returned and destroved the
expired cold drinks supphed to
the markets, the officials
informed

Swat food safety team also
inspected the edible items at
Landake check post and
destroyed 1400 liters of milk
after it was found to be adul-
terated,

The official said that the
team also imposed heavy fines
on owners and sealed the
warehouse INP

L

However, the Parliamentary Secre

posing a bill that woul
properfies

I i ¥ said that there was no dedicated mechanism for providing solutions to
the protection of rhe:lrgr?ipemes. In order to address the issue, the Ministry/OPF undertook the inftiative of pro-
address their grievances and provide protection to overseas Pakistanis with regard to

eir

o another question, he said all the regular emplovees of OPF schools and colleges were getling minimum
remuneration as prescribed by the government. Furthermore, contract emplovees were being paid a salary as per
the terms and conditions of contractual employment rules/polices and as per advertisements published in news-

papers at the time of hiring, he said INP

Senate body on Finance and
Revenue meets

Islamabad: Senator SaleemMandiwalla Presides
over a Senate Standing Committee on Finance and

Revenue at Parhament House,

Press Release: The Senate Finance and Revenue
Commitiee met on Wednesday under the chairmanship
of Senator SaleemMandviwalla here at the Parliament
House to discuss various pending aﬁenda points.

At the outset of the meeting t

e Senate Finance

Committee_took detailed briefing by the Chairman
exchange Companies Association of Pakistan on the
issue of foreign exchange dollar instability. The associ-
ation discussed various recommendations and assured
that if policies are revised and restrichions are given
relaxation by kéeping in view the currént economie sit-
uation. of the country, dollar stability can be achieved
He said that Pakistan is an economically stable country
if Focus is given on agriculture and natural resources.
He said that it doesn’t require an IMF deal. Tn ils rec-
ommendations stress was piven on cease of afghan
Transit and allowance by the state bank to depositup to
10,000 dollar without venfication. The exchange com-

panies association claimed that they bought

billion

dollar in the country last year and has the capacity to

hﬁ]‘lﬁ 1 million dollar every month.
&

committes also inguired on the fate of deal with

the IMF and their

demands. Senator Mohsin Aziz

lamented the delay in the deal even after having the

country going through dire sconomic cons

uences, a

the cost of inflation, joblessness, halting of trade and
industry, The Mimster of State for Finance and
Revenue said that all the pre requisite actions have
been taken, the only touch point is external financin

regard, However, the verification is stull pending and
after venfication the deal will be finalised

Senator Faroog H. Naek inguired on the newly intro-
duced petrol subsidy by the ﬁ::emment of which the
Minister of state replied that The petrol subsidy has not
vet been put into practice and a plan is being worked
out. Faroog H. MNaek recommended to drafit a regular
ﬁmgram on food subsidy for the lower middle class.

e emphasized that food inflation is at !1{3@,}1 and gov-
ernment should e:_nwsagejp]an to provide food subsidy
instead of providing free food. Faroog H MNaekretirated
that such practices of free food will only encourage
behaviours of beggary among masses,

Matter of the starred question asked by Semator
Muqhm&;hmcd on the comparative details of Federal
Excise Duty and Retail Price of locally manufaciures
cigarettes and imported cigaréties were disposed of It
wis bniefed that according to restriction No.03 of First
Schedule to the Federal Excise Act, 2005 the minimum
selling price of any brand shall not be less than 60 pe
of Rs. 9.000. The committee was briefed about the best

robable solutions on Anti Money Laundening Act. DG
ntelligence and Investigation appraised that a total of
125 cases registered from 2016 to till date. He added
that intel was of such nature which déemand monitor-
ing, However, FBR has been discharging cases against
individuals who have E&.}g}]}htd with the initial pro-
ceedings, It was also brefed that the directors have
been instructed to review all 125 ﬁmdmg cases where-
in FIRs have been filed and which are under investiga-
Lo, Th? have also been instructed to differentiate
whether the said cases involve only tax evasion or tax

which is being verified by
and Saudia Arabia. she clan

bouring countries have extended full support in this
Governor chairs meeting to review
performances of federal
departments in Baluchistan

IMF provides
fodder,
Zardari, Nawz
eat butter and
ghee: Siraj ul
Hagq

OKARA: J1 Amir Sirg)
ul H has said in the
prevai in% sj-stem IMF
provides Todder and Asif
Zardan and Nawaz Sharif
eat butter and ghee.

" povermmmnet davs are
numbered. Many holes
have appeared in the ship
of povernemnt and its
ship will sink at every
cost. The incumbent gov-
ememnt is taking its [ast
breath.The loans were
obtaned by PDM and PTI
but nation is repaying
them, he said this while
talking to media men at
Olkara bypass on his way
from Sahiwal to Lahore
Wednesday

The  country  has
become impoverished
The rulers have made
Pakistani nation slave.
The fate of nation and
country  cannot  be
changed unless we get rid
of fetters of IMF.

People dont know these
olitical robbers have
illed the pockets of their

children by throwing dust
in hte eves of people.
Mow people will not fall
tor ther trap,

T will recover looted

money corrupt matia and
spend it on people, he said
adding we will extricate

people from difficult situ-
ation. Online

Court issues
nonbailable arrest
warrants of
Imran Khan in
female judge
threatening case

ISLAMABAD: The
court has issued non bail-
able arrest warrants of
PTI chairman Imran Khan
in female judge threaten-

ng case. ;

vl judge  Mahk
Aman district and
Sessions courl has issued
the non bailable arrest
warrants,

The court also  dis-
miszed the exemption
plea of Imran Khan for
one day.

The court has ordered
to present Imran Khan on
Apnl 18

The case came up for
hearing in the court
Wednesday. )

At the inception o f
heanng of the counsels
for ITmran Khan requesed
the court to keep restore
hailable arrest warrants of
Imran Khan The lawyers
said Tmran Khan is facing
life threat. High court has
also issued notice regard-
ing withdrawal of secunity
from him. Judicial magis-
irate Malik Aman

remarked no one has
appearaed. INP

Sl .@; ~

SYRIA: Pakistan Navy Mission Commander exchanging views with Governor of

Lattakia, Syrian onboard PNS MOAWIN upon arrival at port Lattakia, Syria during

on international Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR).

the IMF from China,UA

med that all the three neigh-  was

(%_U ETTA: Baluchistan Governor
Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar on
Wednesday presided over a meeting to
review the performance of federal
institutions working in the province

He said with the establishment of
the Citizen’s Portal, it was necessar
to maintain the process of responsibil-
ity, accountability and transparency of
the institutions, " including access to
the heads of the institutions to the
public and overseas Pakistanis

In order to restore the public trust in
overnment institutions, there would
e a change in_performance on a rey-
olutionary” basis, instead of limiting
the development projects to papers,
their fruits should be shared with the

people and the development process
should be wvisible to everyone, he

on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sllllnari

Inter-provincial gang of

=i e

evasion coupled with Money Laundering. The matter
disposed of with the direction that tax evasion
should not be associated INP

added

Governor Kakar said awards would
be given by the Governor House to the
officers of the relevant institutions,
who had demonstrated extraordinary
performance and introduced innova-
tion in the institution.

_ He said there was an urgent need to
increase integrated and effective links
between all institutions.

He also directed the officers to
redress the public complaints within
the stipulated time and expand the
scope of Citizen’s Portal, wisit the
areas and conduct public awareness
campaign, .

Many important decisions were also
taken as a result of suggestions and
recommendations of the heads of fed-
eral departments in the meeting. INP

ririlnmentarinns f PML (N ) tl]s

car-lifters busted

PESHAWAR: Parang  Police,
Charsadda busted an inter-provincial
gang of car-lifters and arrested two
accused including one Afghan national,
said a press release issued here on
Wednesday. )

.{'ncccurdin% to details Arshad Jan, a
resident of Shabgadar have registered a
complaint of the lifting of a Suzuki
Carry van from near a ground of
Government College Charsadda and
police registening  a report  against
unknown accused imtiated nvestiga-
fon,
 During investigation, the investiga-
tion team headed Ci,' SP (Investigation),
Alamzeb Khan and comprising Station
House Officer (SHO) Bismillah Jan and
Assistant Sub-Insector EI\S]} Salesm
Khan and other personnel succeeded in
arrest of the real accused including Gul
Khan son of Omar Gul, resident of Sar
Dheri and Jamal Khan,

One of the accused is stated to be
Afehan national During investigation,
both accused have confess to their
COUMES. . . .

Beside lifting vehicles from Punjab

and other districts of Khyvber
Pakhtunkhwa and have also revealed
Mames of their accomplices.

On the information obtained from the
arrested accused, the police recovered
six stolen wehicles and arrest of more
accused and recovery of stolen vehicles
is also expected.

Raids for the arrest of more members
of the %z_mg were confinued Meanwhile,
the police also arrested an accused
Fawad son of Wisal, resident of Shab
Khel, distnct Charsadda for involve-
ment in mobile snatching,

The police recovered seven snatched
mobile sets and a pistol wsed dunng

crimes. )
Accurd:ng to details Arshad Jan, a
resadent of Shabgadar have registered a

complaint of the lifting of a Suzuki
Carry van from near a ground of
Government College Charsadda and
police registering a report  aganst
unknown accused initiated investiga-
ton During investgation, the investiga-
tion team ﬁeacled by SP (Investigation),
Alamzeb Khan and comprising Station
House Officer (SHO) Bismillah INFP

Gwadar student
participated in the UN 2023
Water Conference

ISLAMABAD: Dhrector  General
Gwadar Development Authonty (GDA)
Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Qambarani hailed
MWiss Bahar Tahira Khalil, a voung
leader from Gwadar for representing
Balochistan at “The UN 2023 Water
Conference”, which was held on 22-24
March in New York. ) )

Miss Bahar Khalil, who is a medical
student in China, represented Gwadar
and Balochistan province as a young
leader. GDA provided financial assis-
tance to the young leader to participate
in the conference.

“GDA is proud 1o encourage %ou.ng
lady Ambassador Miss Bahar Tahira
Khalil from Gwadar to represent
Balochistan and Gwadar in [nternational
United Nations Conference on Water,”
Mr. Qambarani wrote on his official
Twitter account, according to Gwadar

Pro.
The UN 2023 Water Conference con-
cluded with a breakihrough response to

the global water crnises and to advance
the water agenda, a deal maker for
accelerating sustainable development
overall. _ !

Miss Bahar Tahira Khalil was one of
some 10,000 Eraﬂ-c-panls who gathered
at UN Headquarters and online to
urgently scale up action to address the
waler ¢risis and ensure equitable access
to water for all, o

The shortage of drnking water has
always remained a problem in Gwadar
and ~other adjoinng areas of the
province, However, since the inception
of the China-Pakistan Economic
Comdor (CPEC), special attention has
been given to addressing the drinking
water 1ssue in Gwadar,

Vanous projects under CPEC are
being executed to resolve the water
issue, A 1.2 MG seawater desalination
plant is near its completion. The plant 15
a grant from the Government of China
for the people of Gwadar NP




