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arrested 2 women drug

s in Quetta

Balochistan Assembly
demands 33 % quota

for women in services

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: The Balochistan
Assembly ~ on I umda%
demanded the provision of a 3
percent quota for women in
government Jobs. The house
ddUp[Ld 4 unanimous resolution
calling for a 33 % quota for
women in Balochistan.

he session of the assembly
resumed here with a panel of
chairman Asghar Tareen in the
chair.  Shakeela — Naveed
Dehwar, a lawmaker from the
Bpposmou pam},‘ Balochistan
ational Party (Mengal) tabled
the resolution

“The women quota
should be increased
from 5 percent to 33
percent”, Shakeela
Naveed

The resolution was unani-
mously adopted by the house

after a short time debalcd ¥The "HOMEHISCIvices.

women quota  shoul be

mcreaied }%’cm 5 percent to 33 The house
ercent”, Shakeela Naveed

discusses the
financial crisis
Jaced by

ehwar ‘demanded, She said
that women were being ignored
from all walks of life. Women
make up more than 50 percent
population of the total ﬁopma-

tion of the country but they are - e

only iven 3 5 pescent quram  MRIEVersities of
services “We demand equal .

Satus i all govemment cepa-  Balochistan
ments and institutions”, she B T T
said The house also discussed

issues relating to various dis-
tricts of Balochistan. Nasrullah
Khan Zarai, the PKMAP law-

The chair put the resolution
for voting. All the lawmakers
from the opposition and the

maker plesenled the resolution
with regard to the financial cni-
518 faLL:L!i by the public universi-
ties in Balochistan.

Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind,
a lawmaker from Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) strongly
condemned the murder attempt
at his son in Balochistan’s
Bolan area a few days back. He

said innocent people were
Llllad n the attack. However,
is son was unharmed in the
attack.

The session was prorogued
after discussing various issues
relating to Balochistan. The

ecretan Assembly, Tahir Shah
read the order of
Malik

this

I\al.ar
vernor Balochistan,
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fter NA, Senate

approves bill to clip
CJP's suo motu powers

termination order of VC

Syed Ali Shah

Court {(BHC) on Thursday susy
ed the termination order of
Vice-Chancellor  University of
Balochistan, Dr. Shafiq ur Rehman
A division bench of the BHC com.
the Chief Justice Mr. Justice
Akhtar Afghan and Mr.
JI\SI\CE Muhumma Amir Rana
ﬁassed this order on a petition filed
the sack
hn mder m‘ lha BHC has come
few ay after  the
(hanwnm—ibuvmﬂm Balochistan,
Malik Abdul Wali Kakar removed
four VCs of public univer
the province. The court has al v
suspended the termination notifica-
tion of the VC Lasbela Universit;
Dr. Dost Muhammad Baloch.

Chancellor
| has no legal
power to
remove VC

Akram Shah Advocate, the
counsel for the VC pleaded that
the Chancellor has no legal
power to remove any VO without
any investigation and expiry of
his/her tenure. Mr. Shah men-
tioned that the tenure of the VC
UcB Dr. Shafiq ur Rehman was
scheduled 1o be expired on
February 24, 2024,

However, the Chancellor
removed his priot (o the expiry of
the tenure and without framing or
proving any a]lcgdl\uns against
the VC alochistan
Universities r\{:( 2022 clearly
says that na VC can be removed
without any investigation

e &
QUETTA:The Balochistan High

University of Balochistan

The bench
admits the

petition for
a regular

Governor
removed 4
VCs through
a notification

.
The VCs include Dr. Faroog

hear"’g Ahmed Bazai of the Balochistan

The bench admitted the peti- %:C‘}Y,ﬁg)gy Eggmi‘:ﬂ‘.’fmgﬁﬁ
tion for regular hearing and Manageméi Sciences
1ssued notices of the Advocate tHUlTFMS Dr, Shafique ur
General Balochistan and the  Rehman, l?\e Vice Chancellor

Chancellor through the

Um\ersl[y of Balochistan, Mr.

PrincipalSecretary, The court Mﬂqgcon the VC of Loralai
adjourned the hearmb till April  Univer and Dr.  Dost
The hearing of Dost Muhammm Baloch, the VC

Muhammad Baloch wa‘% also
fixed on April 11

Lashella Science and Marines
University

Green buses to be on roads within

3

months: CM Balochlstan

. Widening and
bt construction of Sariab |
QUETTA: Chief Minister Road to be camp!eted

Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo
has directed the Chief Secretary
Balochistan to make sure of the

by May this year

launching of the green bus service ‘Construction of Sariab Road and
in the provincial capital within other projects would be completed
three months. within a v ahon span of time

The CM took notice of the news ~ The Chief ary Balochistan,

item published in the Daily Quetta

Abdul Aziz Ugmh I!as also directed
Voice the other day. “Green buses

the concemed officials to ensure
the completion of the Sariab Road

would be on roads of Quetta within

the next three months”, 2 well. DYMayiisyer Siell
laced .°ms“‘3E at the IdC";ff directed o make the buses func-
Minister's Secretariat told this jigna™  the B

scribe. This would ensure the pro-
vision of decent wraveling facilities
for the citizens of Quena, he said.

Although, he said that the previous
government had not prepared a
proper feasibility report with

Imran not concerned over formation
of SC bench in polls delay case

Pakistan Tehreke-e-Insaf (PTI(
chairman Imran Khan has appar-
ently distanced his party from the
ruling coalition's demand to consti-
tute a full court bench on the
Punjab elections delay case, saying

‘it makes no difference. whethier a
larger or full bench conducts hear-

in,

%n a tweet from his official han-
dle, the former prime minister said
that whether a five-member or full
court bench heard his petition
against the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), “it makes no dif-
ference to us bec[ause] all we want
to know is if elections will be held
within the days' constitutional
provision”.

Whether it's a 5 mbr SC bench or
Full Bench, it makes no difference
to us bec all we want to know is il

Before we dissolved our 2 Prov
assemblies, I consulted our top con-
stitutional lawyers, all of whom
wereThe PTI chief said he had con-
sulted his top legal experts before

*_All of whom were absolutely
clear that the 90-day Constitutional
provision on_holding of elections
was inviolable. Now Imported
Govt of crooks, their handlers & a

.E’ are making a

elections will be held within the 90

Pun ab am'i Khyber-| Pakh(unkhwa
days' constitutional  provision. [1'

complete ockery
Cm\slnmmn 2 he ﬂddEd Web Desk

| {SOP) regards

| Department purchased eight

buses to provide decent travel-
ing facilities to the masses of
Quetta. Initially. the ent
E;??I?Rd purchasing 100 buses

Afm thomup:,h deliberations,
overnment decided to only

regard to the launching of the green
uses, There was no  proper
Standard Operating  Procedure
ing the launching of
the project, the official mentioned.

Balochistan ransport

urchase es because of the
department Lo ¥t beomise ol

congested traffic and other
p“m}laSEJsb"sgs admg:mslra!lve _problems

ta city.
remained ~ depri
traveling and tl
travel in the ourdated old local
buses to reach their destina-
tions.

L hi; the green bus
service was one of the long-
sraﬂdmg demands of the masses

of Quetia,

initially to operate

them to Belili and

Sariab in the first
phase

The Balochistan Transport

Staff Reporter

Quetta police
claimed to have arrest-
ed two women drug

eddlers and recovere

0  kilograms  of
hashish from their pos-
session. Police sources
said new Kuchlak
palice conducted a raid
and arrested a total of
nine suspected drug
peddlers in the area

They said two of the
total ~nine pmmm
were  women -
have seized 10kg s
hashish from their )os—
395‘15’" a Sen1or

olice officer sad. He
prckm.d not to be

shifted

med. F_o y

All suspected druﬁ |rst information report

peddlers were_shifte

io Kuchlak police sta-

tion for interrogation
accuse:

Police claimed to have arrested 2
women drug peddlers in Quetta

formed to investigate
the accused
Quella palice headed

the Deputy

Ins ector General
DIG). Azfar Mehsar
hmc busted gangs
involved in drug
smuggling. Last year,
police conducted a

massive operation and
abolished all  safe
havens of the drug
peddlers and smug-
glers in the main nul-
Ll o lah that snakes through
e station and a the high-security zone
of Quetta
Ej m dm eddlers
we]’eg kl]]edbdlfrmn an
e\(chanﬂe of fire with
police during the oper-
ation

) was lodge
a;,amaL them in con-
nection with drugs A
team of senior police
officials was  also

were

to  Kuchlak

After NA, Senate approves bill to clip

ISLAMABAD The Senate of Pakistan on Thursday passed the Supreme
Court_(Practice and Procedure), 2023 - mmed at curbing the top
JuC_lﬁ]E 5 SUD MOLO POWErS in an individual capa
ere were 60 votes in favour of the bill and l against it.
in the Senate, Law minister Azam Nazir Tarar - who had
ill - said that there are different attitudes towards. running the
institution."Under Article 191 of the Constitution, the Parliament can
amend the Constitution and the Constitution says not to interfere unneces-
um]g with each other’s boundaries.” he further
7 law minister also said that now “all su%reme court judges are
equa
Lo

Read SC moved 1o hold provincial, general elections on seme da
at this was a | demand, "the voice came
from thc SC that nn individual should not have the s le authority of the
apex court "Moreaver, the Lawyers Welfare and Protection Bill 2023 was
also passed by a majority vote and the session was adjourned till 10:30 am
tomorrow (Friday).
T senators oppose bill
Senators of the Pakistan Tehreek-¢-Insaf (PTI) opposed the Supreme
‘urt Practice and Pracedure Bill 2023 and stoed on their seats in protest,
The PTI senators raised slogans of “attack on judiciary is unaccepiable”
and surrounded the dice of the chairman. Morgover, a scuffle broke out

CJP's suo motu powers

between Senator Faisal Javed and Senator Bahramand Tangi

A day earlier, the National Assembly had unanimously passed the bill
that a committee comprising three semor-most judges of the apex court
would decide on the suo motu notice, while (hem would be a right to file
anTAJpeal within 30 days of the suo motu dec:

P U5 Hoh not fou it wirhiy 1 0y o Bl e oy
the taking of a suo motu notice, the hearing will be conducted by a three-
]ug%e bench, the bill added Read More Dissenting judges urge SC to revis-

P's “one-man show’' It continued that the decision of the majority in the
matter would be acceptable to all. After the passage of the law. no decision
of the 8C or high court, or any other legislation would be able to affect it.

Under the additional amendments., lﬁ:: right of appeal would be avail-
ablein B)cndmg cases, while the bench constituted on constitutional as well
as Icgﬂ atters would comprise at least five jud

On March 28, the federal government had’ r|ul ct\[y ruled that the chief

Justice of Pakistan (CIP) can no longer constitute benches and initiate suo
motu proceedings alene but had tabled the same bill curlajlm unbridled
powers of the tUpJudFt. in the National Assembly for apg

Things _started "unfoldin qulck]{\ carlier this week as |Ii'b| Prime
Mmm(m Shehbaz Sharif addressed the NA session, then the federal cabi-
net gave approval for the proposed bill Web Desk




In a humiliating way,
WETe removi

Four hancellors of public itics in |
ed by the Governor/Chancellor the other day. Although, viol

Editor Asim Khan

Humiliating removal of
4 VCs in Balochistan

QUETTA VOICE

laws and rules are nothing new in Balochistan, the country’s leasi-developed but

resource-rich province

Without any
Balochistan Un;
Sciences (BUITE]

University were removed from their positions.
Tenure of two VCs was about to expire

The sources within the Balochistan government cited the expiry of the tenure of

quiry or investigation, the VCs of the University of Balochistan,
ansv of Information Technology Engineering and Management
MS), Loralai University, and Lasbella Science and Marines

the two VCs as the main reason behind the removal. However, the two Vs’ tenure

was scheduled to be expired in

September and October this year

-
What was the reason behind this haste? The answer is simple. We are still alien to

rules and regulations and consider our mighty official, p

above the law.

| and social positions

As per the Balochistan Universities Act 2022, the Governor has no power to

remove VCs in such a wa;

As per the Balochistan

investigation against any ¥C in the case of corruj

er. The gﬂvemmez’\l can only :

sgams[ him. The Act clearly says that the VC has to be given
e

walions, :
bdul Wali Kakar removed all with a stroke of a
tion.

fend himself against any all
reas, Governor Malik

pen without any investigatis
Undoubtedly, there have 1o be no

remove the said

{l_m\;asilim Act 2022, the government can initiate an
ption/moral corruption or illegal use

IIE%mnnS are proven
the opportunity to

rolonged tenures of the VCs like Dr. F

’) ar0oq
Ahmed Bazai remained the VC for L'?};ears of the BUITEMS. He had to be changed.

We have only an objection over the humiliating way, he was

removed. There had to

be a dignitied and respectable way for the remaval of VC who is also a teacher. Yes,
there were allegations of nepotism and favouritism aj

uestion marks over
Bahadur Khan (SBK
the VC SBK. Ney
him about her university.
The S

capacity/c

omen’s University. There

of SB

inst Mr. Bazai
for recruitment of
o word from the %c‘vivemmem or Governor's house about the fate of VC Sardar
were repeated allegations against
Neveriheless, the VC SBK managed o med the Govemor and briel

teachers

The SBK has also been given the task to recruit 9000 teachers. Repeated com-
plaints came in the process of recruitment by candidates about the SBK. Most of the
candidates are skeptical about the credibility of the SEK and demand the Balochistan
Public Service Commission (EPS(‘} conduct the recruitment process. National Party,

a key Baloch nationalist has also demanded of the government to conduct tests
ey L ﬂlpﬂg‘g L

and Interviews through
Teachers’

be no compromise over thy

task to appoint teachers. Chief Minister Balochi
also translate his words into action in this rey

" posts should be
No issue if agriculture po:
e

sts are filled

ven to the BPSC

pard,

through departments or SBK. There has to
future of our children and the BPSC should be given the
ustan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo should
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ations of

The wisdom of the people_

Pakistan is facing one
of the worst periods in its
history. Very few would
deny ihis reality Inflation
has reached record levels,
with food price inflation
touching 46 per cent, a
rate which puts many sta-
ples including flour and
sugar out of the reach of

eaple

g \g"e do not hear the
headlines  about  the
impact of this reality
because wvery few in
mainsiream media
attempt to discuss the
realities Instead, we hear
only about political state-
ments and the antics of
politicians who would do
anything te uwy and
improve their own stature
or gain power, with the
antics of former prime
minister and head of the
PTI Imran Khan recently
making headlines.

But~ amongst
antics, and amongst the
lost files that disappeared
in the district courts in
Islamabad, and the other
acts of senseless behav-
iour that we see with a
cabinet that is_over 85
PETSONS in size in power,
we have _enormous
amounts of wisdom from
ordinary people.

These people include
the old man whao lined up
to callect a bag of atta in
a town in the Punjab and
died when his turn finally
came to pick up the bag
There are many other
such stories which should
be mak‘m}; the news. We
hear too little about par-

these

ents allegedly poisoning

children to avoid watch-
ing them starve and the
many accounts of chil-
dren being pulled out of
school because parents
cannot pafr. the fees
Amidst  thi rivate
schools are_reported_ta
have raised fees claiming
inflationary costs. ¥
Peaple = speak _ with
extraordinary  wisdom
and show the extraordi-
nary resilience which has
dragged our country
through seven decades of
mismule. The agenda, for
this was set essentially
during the Ayub years He
chose to side with Cento,
Seato and other US-
backed pacts, placing
Pakistan firmly in the US
camp and following a

strictly capitalist and
authoritarian  line  of
thinkin,

ed a

This Tine also create
leliberate bias against
Bengalis, and the eastern
wing of Pakistan which
ever years after Pakistan
had been created gained
only 17 per cent of the
uota within the armed
orces. There were, of
course, many other dis-
ons that we do
k about and do
not mention as the rea-
sons for the start of the
1971 crisis,  created
essentially by those who
wanted, at all costs, for
West Pakistan to prevail
aver the eastern half of
the coumry. But this per-
han is less relevant than
before. Bangladesh has
over the years made
extraordinary  progress

and we should, as a peo-
ple, applaud this. There's
no reason why we could
not do the same had we
the sense to invest in
three important areas:
women's education,
employment in various
sectors, and population
control. These three fac-

tors ave  serve
Bangladesh well along
giant

with  the NGOs
which have helped pro-
mote education and social
welfare in the country,

In Palastan, peoplé talk
with wisdom “about the
need to cut down on
administrative  spendin,
by reducing the size
the cabinet and the perks
enjoyed by federal minis-
teis” and  bureaucrats,
Some also speak bravely
about cuts in other sectors
so that money can be
diverted to the people and
heir _overwhelming
needs All this is impor-
tant  because  people
essentially, no matter
what their degree of edu-
cation and no  matier
where they live, seem to
know precisely what to
do to put Pakistan some-
where on a track from
which it can move
towards progress and
srowth

Inevitably this will take
a petiod o{years and at
the very least somewhere
between three and _five
years and, especially
since our leaders in the
past have shot down sen-
sible proposals  from
finance ministers selected
by the PDM itself, as well

as the PTI, to import veg-
etables etc from India so
that people can eat.

But “apparently the
need to condemn [ndia at
all costs, to condemn
Nawaz Sharif for hosting
Narendra Modi, and sim-
ilar factors come before
the welfare of thctpoq le.
Surely to save families
from™ dying, we could
look seriously towards
trade with what is one of
the biggest economies in
the world and an econo-
my which analysts across
the world see as one that
has the potential to over-

e ers with an
extremely positive eco-
nomic_outlook. Much of
this, of course, was creat-
ed by Manmohan Singh a
decade ago, and we need
something similar in our
economic outlaok

Till then, we wonder
why_people wha talk so
much' sense are ignored
and why, in a situation
where people gather 1o
watch the comings and
goings of politicians or
rally at the call of one of
them, there is so much
agathy. One would expect
that when families are
starving, people would at
the very least gather on
roads, and show their dis-
sent, The fact that we are
not even capable of this
simply illustrates the
degree to which
have been beaten down
and dropped of their dig-
nity, their humanity and
even their right to live.

en people cannot
afford to eat even a single

square meal in a day, it is
imperative  that ~ they
protest and raise their

ices. We should have
political leaders who can
channielize their energies
in this direction. This is
especially true given the
huge bulge of youth that
makes up the Pakistan
population with per
cent of its paa‘?le aged
under 30 ut  the
protests, the barricades
on roads, the burning of
tires, which take place so
casily for other causes are
not happening in_ this
case. AIqu can do is ask

wi

l:; there a leader some-
where who can step for-
ward and lead people

towards the people's
protest that is so badly
needes here are the

leaders from the Left who
speak about rights and the
need to obtain them?

We certainly have
some and we have others
who have already entered
politics, such as the artic-
ulate and rational Jibran
Masir from Karachi. We
also have the example
the 'Haq Do Tehreek' and
Maulana  Hidayat-ur
Rahman, who has made
the most sensible and
most basic demands, but
vet is behind bars.

Others must rise up to
join such movements,
with students perhaps the
most likely source from
where such people's
movements can arise. The
death of student unions is
a terrible blow in this sit-
uation

A meltdown in 2023

By Dr Imran Khalid

The sudden collapse
of Silicon Valley Bank
(SVB) is the recent crisis
to hit the global financial
system. This unfortunate
tarn, of events  has
reminded me of iwo
events that caused eco-
nomic havoc on a mas-
sive scale in the past: the
1997 Asian financial cri-
s and the 2008 Great
ecession, These twin
disasters triggered a rip-
ple effect that was felt
across the world, plung-
ing nations into econom-

ic disarray.
_ Now, the disconcern-
ing and recipitous

downfall of three major
American  banks

Silicon Valley Bank,
Silvergate  Bank, and
Signature Bank — within
a single week has sent
shockwaves across the
world. This sudden turn
of events has prompted
deep-seated  concerns
about the dependability
of the US banking sys-
tem, and m.creasef fears
of a possible domino
effect that could trigger a
widespread erisis across
the financial sector.

n| the three
banks.  Silicon Valley
Bank - which primarily

catered to startups
stands out as the largest
banking failure since the
2008 financial crisis, and
the second-largest in US
history. Prior to its col-
lapse, SVB had am d
a staggering $209 billion
in fotal “assets and
apiamxima(ely $175.4
billion in total deposits,
ranking it as the 16th
largest bank in the
nation

Despite efforts by US
President Joe Biden and
US regulators to reassure
Americans that their
“banking system and
money are " safe,” the
reality that American
banks are cu_rrcnll{ fac-
ing — unrealized losses
of over $600 billion —
paints a murky picture of
this sector Many are

uestioning the role of
the Federal Reserve in
this saga.  Concerns
abound that the recent
spate of bank failures in
the US may have set in
motion a chain reaction
of bank runs,

Many financial ana-
Iysts bélieve that the cat-
alyst behind the sudden
collapse of these banks
could be the Federal
Reserve’s  unyielding

ursuit of interest rate

ikes over the past year.
These soaring interest
rates had a cascading
effect, leading to the clo-
sure of the initial public
offerings  market for
many startups and driv-
ing up the cost of private
fundraising, ilicon
Valley Bank — with its
focus on catering to
technology, fife scignce,
and healthcare clients,
all of which are crucial
players in the venture
capital  ecosystem
found itself particularly
vulnerable to these mar-
ket vicissitudes.

's over-reliance
articular client
ad put it in

BAUN'S. By, IcTeasing
its exposure 1o signifi-
cant nsks. The collapse
of SVB has drawn scruti-
ny to the hazards that
inancial  institutions
face due to the Federal
Reserve's agsertive

on this
rofile

measures aimed at com-
bating inflation. In a
high-rate environment,
bonds  experience a
decline in value as yields
increase. Last year, US
benchmark 10-year
yields_skyrocketed, by
aver 200 hasis points,
and in February alone
they surged by almost 40
basis pomu,dpreempting
the renewed expecta-
tions for interest rate
hikes. The bitter reality is
that the Federal Reserve
is grappling with a
predicament of its own
making. It maintained a
zero interest-rate policy
for seven E)'aaﬂ, without
planning for its eventual

end at some point of

time.  However, the
bands acquired durin
that period depreciates
a interest
increased, and
rates did not increase
sradually. The Federal
eserve raised inlerest
rales to an unprecedent-
ed level, causing sigifi-
cant  difficulties  for
developing businesses.
Currently, the US is
witnessing how these
rate hikes affected the
assets of American cili-
zens. Another factor to
consider in this erisis is
the role of regulation
Tromically, Silicon Valley
Bank was among those
Ieadm%I the charge to
ank regulations
for small and “mid-tier
banks, and they succeed-
ed in 2018 during the
Trump era. While having
regulations in place may
not have completely pre-
vented the  crisis  at
Silicon Valley Bank, it
would have required
them 1o have a risk man-
agement system in place

and alerted them to the
problem much earlier,
Now, many small US
banks are also facing an
VB-like situation.
Additionally, the high
US dollar interest rates
are causing capital out-
o emergin
markets, and several
countries are experienc-
mE, higher debt costs,
which could potentially
lead to financial crises in
some regions. US banks
have grown accustomed
to a low interest rate
environment over the
past decade. As a result,
the US Federal Reserve’s
aggressive interest rate
hikes since March 2022
have made banks like
SVB more vulnerable.
Although the turbu-
lence in the US banking
system resulting from
the abrupt failures of
Silicon Valley Bank and
Signature Bank appears
1o be easing out, the
commotion _ combined
with uncertainty in the
market regarding  the
Federal Reserve's inter-
est rate policies and per-
sistently high inflation
will likely continue to
underming the trust of
US depositors and create
a prowing  semse  of
uncertainty across the
globe as ‘well Over 14
years have passed since
the 2008 financial crisis,
but the US financial sys-
tem has not leamnt any-
thing afier that episode
and is still plagued by
confusing loopholes,
The regulation and over-
sight of US_banks and
other financial institu-
tions continue to be
problematic._ Itis still too
soon 1o determine
whether other US market

9

participants will follow
in the footsteps of the
trio and shut down this
year. Compounding the
issue, the impact of the
failing US banks appears
to be spreading to
Europe  with, redit
Suisse, a banking behe-
moth, receiving an emer-
E y infusion of $354

on in liquidity from
Switzerland's  central
bank to slay

afloat Investor unease is
unlikely to abate in the
coming weeks, as many
experts are wamning that
this could merely be the
first stage of a domino
Furthermore
there may be additional
hidden risks lurking
within the financial sys-
tem that have yet to be
exposed, especially fol-
Towing a swil rise in
interest rates by the US
“ederal Reserve and
other Western central
banks over the past year.
For example, the
European Central Bank
recently elected  to
increase the eurozone's
benchmark rates by an
additional half-point, a
move that is expected o
create significant eco-
nomic strain and place a
tremendous  financial
burden on banks
e US Fed also
recently hiked the feder-
al funds rate by 25 basis
points, further intensify-
ing the pressure on the
US economy and _its
financial system. The
ongoing chaos in US
financial markets 1s fur-
ther compounded by the
worrisome undertone of
an impending banking
crisis, as persistent infla-
tionary pressures loom
large.

Perfect gridlock

akistan gives
a look of a per-
fect

P

coalition govemnment led
b Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PTI led by sacked prime
minister Imran Khan con-
tinue to pull in the oppo-
site directions, tearing
apart all state institutions
and leaving no middle

ground. ’
The usual arbiters, the
{ydmlary and the estab-
ishment, burdened by
follies of their own past,
are not able to mediate,
put the fire out or suggest
any solutions. The media
has become & victim
of this extreme polariza-
tion, many of them wear-
ing the slants of the war-
ring camps. It feels like
two fast trains, with failed
brakes, speeding from
opposite directions on the
same track. Will there be
a collision or will some-
thing happen at the last
minute 10 avoid the colli-

sion?
It is clear that the rem-
nants of Project Imran are
very much there in the
system, despite the for-
mal announcement of the
abortion of the Png'ect
The controversial deci-
sion of the Supreme
Court_on the interpreta-
tion of Article 63A of the
constitution created a
snowball effect leading to
the dismantling of the
nascent Hamza Shehbaz
government and the elec-
tion of Pervez Elahi as the
chief minister of Punjab
The controversial deci-
sion, termed as a rewrit-
g of the constitution by
many legal experts, paved
the way for Imran Khan
force both the chief

ministers of Punjab as
well  as yher
Pakhtunkhwa as a pres-
sure lever o force
Islamabad to go for early
elections

With_the IMF agree-
ment still not inked, infla-
tion touching the skies,
interest rate at one of the
highest levels ever, the
economy slowing down,
and unemployment and
poverty skyrocketing, the
coalition parties are unde-
cided on how to go about
_carl; provincial elections
in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

More than the early
polls, they are worri
about the fact that if the
PTL sweeps these two
provinees — with 80 per
cent of the electorate —
the governments that will
be formed there will be
there for five years
Which would mean that.
come October, they will
have all the tools “avail-
able at their disposal 10
ng the National
Assembly elections in
their favour, making it
impossible  for  “the
Election Commission to
hold free and fair elec-
tions as guaranteed under
Article 718 of the consti-
tion.Imran_ Khan has
tried to influence and
e_n%age the security estab-
lishment all the while
maligning it almost on a
daily basis. His recent
outburst b]qmln% key
security officials for his
murder conspiracy and
extending an olive branch
to the army chief at the
same time will not_have
gone well. Meanwhile, he
15 to appear in dozens of
court cases at different
tiers of the court system
involving civil and crimi-
nal matters. Imran is suc-

cessfully  using  his
alleged murd, o
avoid the jud Cess

and avoid a conviction so
as to make himself avail-
able for the next elec-
tions,

Despite having enough
legal, constitutional, eco-
nomic and security rea-
sons to delay the provin-

cial elections in Punjab
and the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the
Islamabad ment as

overn
well as the ECP have not
advocated the case for
holding all elections in
detober across Pakistan
either in the courts or the
courts of public opinion
forcefully. The Islamabad
overnment  today s
ooking and acting like
sleepwalkers,  slowly
walking towards elec-
tions in  Punmjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in a

It is crystal clear that
amid an_economic melt-
down of biblical propor-
tions, insurgency rising
across _ Pakistan, the
provincial elections and
their results will act liki
catalyst to ignite fi
political instability.
affecting the upcomin;
National Assembly elec-
tions in October as well
This is a perfect gridlock
created by decades-long

aws alicies &
state and the miserable
failure of Project Imran
that was nurtured over
more than a decade.

Regardless of who
wins " in the elections
scheduled for the next
month, the results will not

e ac by the Tosing

part: same goes for
the * elections due in
October this year. No

matter who wins the

National Assembly

Who controls

By Dr Shahnaz Khan

The country’s econom-
ic situation 18 deteriorat-
ing rapidly, and the only
solution we hear is 1o go
to either the IMF or
friendly countries for

L e
This situation has been

in  the making for
decades, and it §e|:5
more acute due to the
Covid-19 pandemic_and
the current geopolincal
situation. But Pakistan
was on a_shaky cround
much before thal. The
focus of the government,
the media and most econ-
omists is on_ the present,
but no one is offering a
Iorﬁ!mm solution,

e cconomy, in its
essence, is a system of
pmducmF and distribut-
g wealth, and this is
closely intertwined with
the political system. Its
cvverar:hmﬁ\hgmt should
be the wellbeing of peo-
ple, ensunng equal access
ta resources and opportu-
nities for all citizens
regardless of race, reli-
gion, ethnicity, language,
gender, etc.
. If we want a more egal-
itarian society and desire

ecome a self-reljant,
debt-free nation, we have
to bring a paradigm shift
in our thinking and
approach — one that
involves reorganizing the
economy _and politics.
Some difficull questions
have to be asked, no mat-
ter how disruptive to the
current order they may

€.

The fundamental ques-
tion is who is controlling
all means of generating
wealth - ar means of pro-
duction — in Pakistan and

who makes decisions on
how this wealth 1s distrib-
ed? In our country’s
context, the most impor-
tant means of production
island.
Pakistan is nothing but
a piece of land which is
home to some 230 mil-
lion people Land is not
only the source of food,
but it also contains gas,
il, precious
metals/stones and other
natural resources. Rivers
ow on it. There are lakes
and underground water.
We build fouses, ffia-
structure for public use,
education  institutions,
hospitals, parks, etc on
jand R
In Pakistan, not only is
land up for sale but its
ownership too 1s concen-
trated in a few hands_ Itis
used for speculation, a
cheap and less risky war
to become nch — whicl
may increase GDP and
lock good on financial
statements, but it actually
hurts the country and the
economy in the long rus
Pakistan’s colonial legacy
has also imparted added
power ta land ownership,
causing _oppression and
exploitation of people. If
a_powerful rich class is
allowed to own as muc]
land as it wants, what will
happfnq to the rest of the

people 5

“Then there are facto-
ries, large businesses,
companies invalved in
imports/exports, banks,
insurance  companies,
large media houses, even
education institutions and
healthcare facilities, and
large transport- and con-
struction-affiliated busi-
nesses. A small group of
elite controls all tf{ma and
there is monopolization

and mafia-like behaviour

most sectors. This
gives them the power to
control political decision-
making and the economy,
which 15 a root cause of
the dire situation we find
ourselves in

As long as this contin-
ues, there is no hope for
long-term economic sta-
bility, industrialization,
freedom from debt or
ending poverty The f
step in the right direction
15 the abolition of the
remnants of the feudal
sysiem. Abolishing feu-
dalism will free up not
Just the land but the peo-
ple’s potential — so cru-
cial to progress. But it is
only possible if there is a
countrywide mass move-
ment against if, as the
land-owning class is quite

owerful.

In urban settings, land
mafias have to be dealt
with. Some important
questions are: should we
continue to build posh
luxury housing societies
when housing shortage
for middle- and lower-
income groups is reach-
ing critical levels? Should
people be allowed to own
as many houses as they
can buy or more than
their needs? 1 believe
there is a need for a com-
prehensive land policy,
taking into account food
and other needs of peo-
ple. Land should be treat-
ed as a strategic asset
instead of a commaodity to
be bought and sold in'the

The next question is
the role of the state in the
economy. For the past
few decades, a neoliberal
agenda has been imposed
unchallensed by slobal
capital through institu-

wealth?

tions like the IMF and the
World Bank. The state’s
role has been_ eliminated
TOM economic manage-
ment exceﬁt for interven-
ing on behalf of capital-
ists, when they get in
trouble. They tell us that
markets _are’ self-regulat-
ing, their actions are
the best interests of con-
sumers, state regulations
are bad for the economy
as well as society, the
state_has no business in
running businesses  or
providing services to the
public, “and all state-
owned enterprises should
be privatized. etc. But in
practice, this has been
proven deadly for the
poor, especially in poar
countries,

The lessons from other
developing countries are
that_without state inter-
vention, countries cannot
achieve their goals. Even
in developed countries,
the state adopted this
strategy in the initial
stages of development
So, in Pakistan, the state
will have to play an
active role and control the,
commanding heights of
the economy - area:
which are strategic to the
country’s survival, secu-
nty and progress. Some
of these areas are heavy
industry, energy sector,
natural “resources, educa-
tion, healtheare, housing
and transport.

Without industrializa-
tion, Pakistan has no
future. But this will not
happen without the state’s
active intervention, The
state will have to take
control, guide, facilitate,
regulate and monitor. It
cannot be left to the pr-
vate sector, which in
Pakistan is used to living

on state subsidies and
maintaining a privileged
status, It has neither the
capacity nor the will to
set up what is needed.
The sole purpose of pri-
vate_investors is to make
profit. not to provide
service to A)eople or think
about the = country’s
Progress. i
e other areas crucial
for economic strength in
the long run are human
development — especially
of the youth - role of
women in the economy,
and population control
Economic experts and

pol ns who share
their thoughts in the
media give the impres-
sion that the economy is
Just numbers, GDP, dollar

price, foreign reserves,
exports, imports, et
Hardly anyone talks

about what meeds to be
done befnnd the scenes
for sustainable economic
growth.

Human development,
with a special focus on
young people, is the sin-
gle most important factor
fo put Pakistan on the
road fo economic self-
sufficiency. This trans-
lates into  creating a
waorld-class  education
system, which_promotes
not only technical skills
but also soft skills like
critical thinking, innova-
tion, problem uq]v]né,
tolerance, open-minded-
ness, and debate and dis-
cussion 1o resolve differ-
ences This has not hap-
pened up till now because
the empowered educated
youth is a potential threat
to the hegemony of the
ruling class on economy
and politics No nation
can progress by keeping
women

The Bangladesh

comparison

angladesh
celebrated  its
52nd independ-
ence this
manth. Despite
it being many
years  younger than
Pakistan, on all_develop-
ment indicators it is doing
better than Pakistan.

ow?

Bangladesh does not
have p,arucular:iv strong
institutions and has a
weak governance strue-
ture. Corruption and
poverty. still loom and
mequality, similar to
global trends, is increas-

The political system
is largely controlléd by
two political parties that
are dynastic in their com-
position. Whatever the
overnment in _ power,
their focus, like Pakistan,
ms to be on shutting
down their political oppo-
nents. This resonates well
with Pakistan's political
and institutional land-
scape. Yet all social and
economic indicators
show Bangladesh far out-
doing Pakistan.

Many Pakistani econo-
mists and social scientists
have discussed this topic,
attributing two main rea-
sons for »hgi Pakistan is
behind Bangladesh,
regardless of a political
system fraught with prob-
lems, Bangladesh has not
had military dictators in

ower, Pakistan has had
our since 1947. The role

the military  in
Bangladesh is minimal
and corvlp]:lclg' removed
from politics. In Pakistan,
it is only wery recently
that we have had no out-
right military interfer-
ence, though ‘we are far

from_indirect cal
interference and influ-
ence. Second, in compar-
ison 1o Pakistan, many
more gifls go 10 school in
Bangladesh and hence
more women participate
in economic activity and
contribute towards eco-
nomic

here is also always dis-
cussion on what Pakistan
needs 10 do to improve
development indicators.
There have been various
op-ed pieces that dis
how . institutional
strengthening is a neces-
sity to change Pakistan’s
fate, as opposed to leader-
ship change as argued by
the author, Others have
argued the importance o
removing the strangle-
hold from elite control to
achieve success

In wider debates as to
why some countries do
betier than others there is
the view that a liberal
democratic system, with
strong, inclusive, and
responsive institutions, is
the fundamental reason
for why some countries
do befter than others.
Theoretically, this argu-
ment doesn’t consider the
historic  colonial ~ and
imperial control and
extraction by — many
Western countries that
leaves generational gaps
in resources and gover-
nance. But practically as
well, examples of coun-
tries such as Bangladesh
and Tunisia defy this
argument, at least to the
point that these countries
are showing upward
rogress  despite  not
eing  strong  liberal
democracies as_under-
stood in the Western

By Benazir Jatoi

sense.
Going back to analyz-
ing Bangladesh's succes:
the underpinning of it al
is examining budget alle-
cation towards education
and health in comparison
to their defence budget
he comparison between
Bangladesh and Pakistan
in this should tell us
where our priorities lay.
Bangladesh has largely
been successful in ensur-
ing that radical religious
viewpoints do not
airtime; it has a secular
national identity. which
was a foundu&g principle.
Religion and” religious
aroups are not nourished
with resources and space
to become radical and
hald society o ransom in
the name of religion
Pakistan has allowed al|
of this, and its cultural
and ethnic richness seems
to be constantly in con-
flict with religion
Tt is also a more homo-
{:;eneous society, where
anguage and culture are
similar throughout the
country, resulting in
fewer “conflicting inter-
ests. Instead of recogniz-
ing Pakistan's_cultural,
lingu nd  ethnic
diversity as a strength 10
build upon we allowed a
resource allocation
imbalance where Punjab
gained at the expense of
all other provinces We
have been unfortunate in
not being able to address
this imbalance despite the
18th Amendment and
decades of this status quo
will require dedicated
provincial representation,
and need 1 say. “more
democracy’, to put things
right
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14,000 GB’s domestic
consumers to benefit from LPG
before next winter: Kaira

ISLAMABAD

Advisor  to  Prime
Minister on Kash
Affairs  and  Gilgir

Baltistan Qamar Zaman
Kaira said that 14,000
domestic consumers of
GB would benefit from
the liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) plant before
next winter.

He was
over a meeting between
the Ministry of Kashmir
Affairs and officials of
Sui  Northern  Gas
Pipeline Limited here
on Thursday, said a
press release

He said that the
newly constructed air

presiding

mix LPG plant in Gilgit
would be made opera-
tional
Kaira directed the
authorities concerned to
timely complete all
works related to the
project and ensure gas
supply te the con-
sumers.In view of the
needs of the people, the
plant should be made
operational immediate-
Iy after Eid, he added
Through the LPG
plant, the people of
Gilgit would be provid-
ed with essenllal 5
Kaira  said,
the plant would
e important for

dd
aiso b

the protection of forests
and the environment in
the _ueﬁuon as peaple

won't have to rely on
wood to heat_their
homes.Qamar Zaman

Kaira has always served
the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan without any
pelitical considerations.

The ministry had
always supported
Gilgit-Baltistan on
issues  like
wheat  supply,
boundary, SEI? Gas offi-
cials said, adding the
LPG plant was com-
plete and a consumer
center had been set
up INP

PTCL ends 2022 with
highest five-year revenue,
profits: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Pakista
n Tmlccommumul\(m
Compan: mited
PTCL) has declared the
ighest five-year revenue
and profit of Rs83 billion
and RsI8 billion, respec-
mely,d_;m ng the calendar

Year-on-year, PTCL’s
revenues and gross profit
were up 9% and 10%,
respectively, in CY22
compared ~ to 2021,
WealthPK reports.

The company is listed
on the Pakisian Stock
Exchange with the sym-
bol of P (‘inule\ec I-
ogy and_communication
sector. PTCL is the third
Iaraest company in its

ector, having a market
ca italisation_of Rs21.9
is the

t

C an
T-:clmo\og_v] ::(vm '\n in
Pakistan established as
Tubh( limited hn'n in

The company is
primarily engaged in pro-
viding telecom services
nationwide,

in CY2;
to Rs18 hlllmn onm mred

to Rsl6 billion in CY21
However, PTCL saw \IS
net profit increase 32% in
CY22 10 Rs9 billion from

Rs6.8 billion in CY21
Gross profit ratio for
2 and CY22
remained the same at
22%, whereas the net
Fmtu margin moved up
rom. 8 94% in CY21 1h
10.85% in ("YZZ PTCL
posted ear mngs per share
of Rs1.78 in CY22 with
an muum.m m 32% in
comparison o CY21.
PTCL — Historical

Financial _Analysis —
CY181t0C

In comparison to_the
last five years, PTCL
|os|ed\helm.hesl salesin
t 2. In CY18, PTCL

55 sa'\m remained at

s70  billion, whnh
pushed up to Rs71.5 bll-
ion in CY19 and Rs71
in CY20. Showing a
gradually increasing

“Y21 and reached a peak
au(l_}us of Rs83 billien in

leewdlse {_‘TC‘.S
ss and net profits also
ﬁ;ﬂaked in ‘POT‘ The
fﬂw mel mlues gavea

urve  from
(Ylﬁ ro U"‘Z (Ju:ss

However, PTCL posted

incremented gross profits

in CY2l and CY22 of

Rs16 billion and F

billon recpecmel}
company_ po:

net proﬁl of Rs7.4 billi

in CY18, which sli
dropped in the next f m
vears and kept hovering
around Rs6 billion mark
However, the company
earned the highest five-
vear net mh[ of Rs9 bil-
lion in C

PTCL's eamm 5 per
share stood at Rs%’«: in
CYI8, which kept rela-
tively low from CY19 w
CYZ1. but moved uj

EPS values of Rsl.2d,
Rs1.18 and Rsl.35 per
share. respectively.
Year-on-year, PTCL’s
revenues .md gross profit

% and 10%,
respectively, in CY23
compared = to 2021,

WealthPK reports
The compan

ogy and communication
sector. PTCL is the third
largest company in its

QUE

A: Newly elected President Abdul Ka
Banars Khan in a group photo wi

senior journal

q Rind and Secretary General
during a ceremony.

SNGPL revenue climbs 27% to
Rs183bn in 3QFY22: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Sui Northern
Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) revenue climbed 27%
to Rs183 billion in the (thd
gumer [J\nuarv -March) of the
iscal year 2021-22 compared
to Rs145 billion ru.or:lul in the
same. period of the. previous

T]lE ::nn;!&zm\ ’s gross profit
s[ood at billion in
FY22 com| alad to Rs10.04
bl\ ion in 3QFY21, posting a
36% i |ncrease year-on-year.
he erating rofit
mtn.dwd "!! " to Ks15.77 bil-
lion in 3QFY22 trum Rs12.50
tullion in 3QFY21
However, the profit-before-

taxation decreased 13%
Rs3.71 billion in 3 EYZZ from
Rs4.25 billion in 3

Similarly, the aﬂar lax pmf't
fell 16% to Rs2.55 billion in

FY22 from Rs3 hillien n
30FY21

Earnings per share also fell to

Rsd 02 in 3QFY22 from Rs4.76
in J F 21, reports WealthPK
arly performance
DmmL the half-year (’Jul\-
December) period of FY22,
cumganv ;Tenerated a \a}mppmg
Rs602 billion revenue com-
pared to Rs35] billion over the
same period of FY21.

The gross Prnﬁl in 1HFY22
stood at Rs33.3 billion com-
o 10 Rs26.3 billion in

21

The _operating Prof’( for
THFY22 stood at sz . billion
comy an.d to R’ bil
THFY’ ;

The net income in
was Rs6.8 billien com
Rs3 9 billion in THFY

The earnings per share wit-
nessed a mixed trend in recent
years. In 2018, the earnings per
share stood at Rsl7.54, but
decreased in 2019 to Rsll 16
The EPS further dmfaped o
Rs9 46 in 2020, but rebounded

LHFY22
ared to

in 2021 to Rs17.32
Industry comparison
L Narthern Gas Pipelines

it competitors_include
[lw\mod Lawrencepur Limited,
Saif Power Limited, Engro
Powergen Qadirpur Limited,
and Kot Addu Power Company
Limited.
rofit or loss over the years

Profitability was high m ‘0"0
as compared to 2019, the
gross profl aud uperauu{,gmr-
it remained low in
2021, the profitability
mr.:usr.d. but was still less than
in 2
Company profile
Sui Nort tiem Gas Pipelines is

a public limited company incor-
porated in Pakistan under the
Compames Act, 1913
Companies Act, 2017)
prln al auwm of the compa-

e purchase, transmis-
uon dnmhulmn and supply of
natural gas INP

Mohammad Igbal Director (Licensing,
Broadcast Media) retired from PEMRA

A shield presented 1o
Muhammad Igbal by Deputy
Superintendent of Police Quetta
on behalf of Balochistan Police

EMRA Islamabad. A meet-
mg was attended by Director

General Licencing/Broadcast
Wakeel Khan Dlrecl(:r Abdul
Rahman Amini

i, ector Tari
Mehmood and D:rec:or m.ﬂ
al

sector, _having a market Idris from
of Rs2190
lni'lmu PTCL is the | Licencin,
largest ICT (ln:ehmled
Communicatlio
TCLhnLﬂUg) company in | best way,
ablisned ]

ub]lc limited firm
995 The company is
primarily engaged in pro-
widing telecom services
nalmnwuie In 2022

L posted revenues of
RSR'! billion INP

I-ARACII [k Ch:el‘ol‘lhe Naval SlaffAdm:ral Muhammad Amj mJ Khan

Niazi interac

after successful surface to air missiles fird
Civil Society Groups
Release Day of Zero

Waste Declaration

Declaration  Sent to
Government Leaders
Worldwide on the UN
International Day of Zera

Waste, GAIA speaks at
UN

New York, NY= On the
first  annual = United
Nations International Da
of Zero Waste on Marcl
30, the Global Alliance
for Incinerator
r\]lematl\'es (GAIA) has
released a public declam-
tion signed on by over
200 organizations in
almost 60 countries rep-
resenting  zero waste
practitioners, 3
experts, and community
gruu ps. The declaration
efines the principles and

speak at the UN General
ssembly inaugural high-
level mezllnsbcelebm[mg,
International Day of Zero
aste and present the

declaration
f\mpmen states,
are faced with mple phn-
3 clin

I’
lhranlemni? our survival
Ol

on earth. For many com-
munities, zero waste is
pivotal  to  building
resilience against climate
risk and achieving sus-
tainabl e _S0Ci0-economic
system:

Tht \ctlu emphasizes
the importance of reduc-
ing waste through reuse,

g with troops of Pakistan Navy Air Defence Battalion

Gcn
Bm«dw:t Wakil
Khan said that Muhammad Iqbal
has performed his duties in the
his services will
always be remember

Députy Superintendent of
Palice 6ue\n Mahmood i
Khokhar said that Direc
Mubammad Igbal fulfilled
responsibilities very well and his
serviges will be remembered
especially in regard to FM Radio

Licensing,

Mehmood Ali Khokhar said
that FM radio_broadcasting is
he best way of keeping people
well aware, informed about the
Iatest weather and traffic condi-
tions on toads. He further added,
awareness of road safety educa:
tion can help in keeping high-
ways safe from accidents, The
Traffic Police Quetta FM-88 6
on will be of great

2 to keep road com-
muters informed about weather,
traffic, altemnative routes as well
as taffic rules The Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA) has issued
an educational radio license to
the Quetta Traffic Police and
wery soon not only regular trans-
mission will be broadcast but
also same will be broadcast from
more cities of Balochistan

PAKISTAN NAVY
CONDUCTS SUCCESSFUL
LIVE WEAPONS FIRING

Karachi:In an_impressive Live Weapon Firing
event, Pakistan Navy Ground Based Air Defence
units demonstrated combat readiness and war
fighting potential through_ successful firing of
Surface to Air M|ss|\es |r|nﬂng]n hours. Chief

of the Naval T Admiral
Khan Niazi
forward posts.

eaking at the occ:

tional readiness of

essed the missile firing at the

ion, Chief of the Naval
Staff expressed complete satisfaction on opera-
N Air Defence setup and
commended officers and men for their tireless
commitment and professionalism. Naval Chief
retreated that Pakistan Navy is fully prepared and
capable to generate optimum response against
any misadventure by the enemy.IN

ammad Amjad

ISLAMABAD:

including Gwadar for the safety
and guidance of the p l_euple

he objective of FM radio is
to educate the public about traf-
fic rules, traffic education, rcmd
safety and obtaining a drivi
license We all have to play our
role to avoid traffic accidents
H |urll|el 32\\5 LI\'\: Inspector
General Balochistan
Abdul Khal\ bl\eﬂh has issued
instructions that FM Radio will
be used not only for road safety
education but also for behavior
change. IGP Balochistan said
that the importance of FM radio
in keeping roads safe from acci-
dents cannot be denied

Passengers traveling on the
highways will not only be updat-
od timely road conditions,
but listeners will also be
informed about traffic rules and
regulations to ensure_I

JIT to probe
cases against
PTI leaders
formed

LAHORE: The federal govem-
ment formed a Joint Invesfigation
Team (JIT) to probe the cases

inst Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leaders,

The JIT chief summoned PTI
leaders, including Hammad Azhar,
Farrukh Habib, Fawad Chaudhry,
Ejaz  Chaudhary, usarrat
Jamshed Cheema others at Capital
City Police Officer (CCPO) office
at [1 am tomorrow

“All PTI leaders will record

their statement before JIT tomor-
row.” sources said
The JIT will investigate the

cases registered amst PTI lLH(F
ers and workers. [}

Govt employees
to get salary in
advance ahead
of Eid-ul-Fitr
KARACHI: The Sindh govern-
ment has ordered disbursement of
51'! I\¥3|0fl

ea ;m advance
falling on

Fitr,
.Isl or Z7nd uFA ril
he provincial government has
ced to decide that full pay and
x]luwxnces/ﬁ\l\ pension for the
menth of April, shall be paid in
advance ta all Muslim employ-
eesfpensioners  of  Provincial
overnment of Sindh (ineludi
work-charged and contingent
establishment),” read a notifi
tion from the nee dup«rlmcnl
The notification stated that the
salaries and_pensions will be
released on April 17 instead of
ay 2, noting that Eid-ul-Fitr is
expec:e:l 1o fall on either April 21
or April 22INP

Senate session
to continue till

April 10
ISLAMABAD: The 327Tth ses-
sion of the Senate will continue fill
April 10 and will take up the leg-
islative business and discuss
important national and internation-
al issues The House Business
Advisory Committee (HBAC) of
the Senate met here at the
Parliament House on Thursday.
he Committee, presided over

by Chairman Senate Muhammad
Sadiq_Sanjrani, thoroughly dis-
cussed in detail the legislative
business to be transacted during
the session

The Committee alsa_approved
the Provisional Parliamentary
Calendar for the Parliamentary
Year 2023-24. INP

Position holder students pose for group photo with
Principal Prof Alia Durrani in annual prize distribution ceremony held

Newly recruited
constables of Islamabad
police start training
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The newly recruited constables of
| Palice have started training at three
where tl uld be trained about
ona mudem basis .’\]l the legal rEqqu

a'ven s[aLe of the linear wu\. inducted in the force on merit and they have b
economy-— from those liv- seat o three different centers to complete their trainin
ing near extraction and rer madern requnemenls The newly recruited cops
manufacturing sites to the | conduct physical training and teach law at these
waste pwkels working | centers. The recruitment process was completed in 2
without proper pay or| transparent manner and all were supervised by
recognition, to the neigh- | the Inspector General of Py slamabad Dr. Akbar
borhoods where waste is | Nasir Khan The teams compi senior police offi-
dumped or burned.I cers conducted physical INP

NOTICE INVITING TENDI

The Deputy Consarvalor of Forest Quatta City has imvited the sealed tenders Form EBIW‘SI:MGIHS
and A) on the Composite Schedule of Rates 2018 Government of Balochistan from interested finms of
Y Eamest Deposh at

mental justice, mircmng
[

the hmum harms F,n"c,,l,.,l;,ﬁa

§.NO INAME OF WORK EICOST
1. Constuction of Rooms. TSE-222303285273 5,200,000/~

TIFEE
1000+

essential components of  refill, epair, and | | The Procurement shall be carried out in accordance with Balochistan Public Procurement
“zero waste” that govern- redeuu! and encourages rules. 2014, BASIC ELIGIBILITY: The Firms must have valid registiation with Pakistan
ments must adhere to in  governments to further Engineering Counci who also has deposited case for renewal (2022-23) in relevant Category, and
order o suceessfully critical infrastructure Tax Depariment), including three years similar nalure
tackle our global waste m\.e!;‘mems 'mrl policies | | yock expariences & Bank Statement (Tumover). Firms (Single Entty) having vaid registration with
P“{J{""f"i"b\,mhma i "L'm' ese sys- | | Pakisan ‘Council (PEC) i the Calegory GG or above with required Speciaized Code is
Joshua Amposen  of “Zero waste must also | | CE100) EE1(), and CE10{v) Vald Registration with Income Taxk BRA]. Turnover of at least PKR
GAIA's network will  center social and environ- | | 840,000 inhalast s years sherwing financial capecty f thefim. Othar Mandstary condilons and
g Documents. below th
of the total " ftho

FMD a major roadblock
to increasing Pakistan’s
meat export: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Foot
and  Mouth Disease
&HlD) of livestock in
‘akistan 1s a major hurdle
to enhancing meat export,
reports WealthPK
In its report Pakistan
Meat Export  Strategy
2023-27, the Ministry of
Commeree says Pakistan
has the potential to export
$1 billion worth of meat
annually. However, FMD
15 a roadblock
The ministry has urged
all the relevant depart-
ments to take measures
for controlling the disease
using modern tech-
niques for raising live-
stock. “Establishment of
FMD Free Zones for ani-
mals and mass vaccina-

tion by th
departments
provinces is required to
overcome the disease,”
the report recommends.

This will require con-
stant surveillance to iden-
nfy animals that test pos-
itive, and keep outside
animals from joining the
herd inside the zone

“Punjab _has the most
potential since it boasts
the biggest chunk of
dummu. cattle popula-
tion, s the ministry

I’ak1s(am meat exp
orters must adapt to a
number of global market
trends that take on inc
reasing importance when
attempting to capture the
market share.IN|

undersigned n case of falure of addilonal securly , the 02% amest money wil b forfete n favor of
Govemment of Balochistan & bidders will be recommended for biackiisting. Ssquenlﬂmgenumbuhg
of Proposal. Signing and stamaing of proposal Financial) whrever

initialf s)gmmandmlonal other pages of proposals. The Proposal is bound as nmmmnw
addition/ removal of pages. METHOD OF lRDeIIREIEIﬂ‘ Singla ShgﬂwnEmlhpc procadure.
BIDDINGTENDER CE: The f 2 unhﬂiﬂg the
offc 42 City upon payment
Mk|mnnmmmgu\.mmlmmwc h Green Challan Form in
National Bank of Pakistan(NBP), Quelta .(The NIT & Biding Document unisﬂﬂﬂ:ﬁmbldadbwu
wweubppra.org.pk, in this regard, the submit Fomm
mmmuwwwuunmmumnmmmmummw Ihlnl

copie:

before on 18/04/2023 a1 9: 15 am. Opening: The lender document will be openedon 18/04/2023 at 10:15
am, befora procurement committea in the presance of contractors or their authorized
represen nis. And their financial bid wil be retained and only successiul bidders wil be
called/invited rough courier for apening of financial bid. The financial bid of disqualified bidders will be
retumed unopened. Place of issuance and submission will be: - Address: Deputy Canservator of
ForestQuetta City  Bid Validity Period: Ninety (90) Days. Phoneno: 0819204754
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Govt sets target to enhance foreign reserves
to $ 13b by June: Senate told

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and Revenue Muhammad Ishaq Dar on Thursday informed the Senate that
ggﬁ_mumrgj’s reserves would jump to § 10 billion by Friday adding that target has been set to enhance it to § 13

illion by June.

Repzyl ng o various suPFlememary questions during the Question Hour, the minister said that Pakistan would
not default and arrange all financial liabilities. Not a single international obitigatinn was deferred in last 11 months
and actual external debt had also decreased, he said 1 o & 2

He said Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N) government inherited § 4.6 billion foreign reserves when came into

advocating since 2013 for charter of economy, he added.
le conceded that inflation was high in the country but it was due to flaws policies of the past government.
Rerﬁardmg State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the mimister said various amendments were made in the past in this
re%a Now, the SBP was totally independent and fixed Monetary Policy accordingly, he added.
The minister said that the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP’s) Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) has raised the
policy interest rate by 1,000 basis points, from 7 per cent 1o 17 per cent, since September 2021~
This makes Pakistan among the ¢merging markets with the strongest monetary policy response to inflation and

power in 2013 —— " external account stress, he said. £ "
The then PML-N ernment not only fietch the cmmg out of financial crisis but also put it on road of progress The interest rate increases are complemented by other measures taken by the SBP to restrict demand-side pres-
and prosperity with & per cent gross domestic product (GDP) growth, he added

sures.

They include administrative restrictions on imports; revisions in prudential regulations for auto and consumer
financing; linking of mark-up rate on the SBP's refinance schemes (EFS and [TFF) with the policy rate: and
increase in the cash reserve requirement (CRR) for banks to 6 per cent from 5 per cent INP

Islamabad court approves
Imran Khan's exemption plea
in Toshakhana case

ISLAMABAD: A district and sessions court in the Meanwhile, Imran Khan's lawyers also filed a peti-
federal capital on Thursday approved a plea filed by  tion, challenging the admissibility of the Toshakhana

I Chairman Imran Khan seeking exemption from case They would submit their arguments in {his
appearance in the Toshakhana case. regarding during next hearing.

Additional Sessions Judge Zafar Igbal announced n previous hearing, the court had suspended his
the ruling after hearing arguments from former prime  arrest warrants after hear appeared before tﬁejudge in
minister s legal team and prosecutor Amjad Parvez in  the case . . )
the case 3 3 Last year, a reference was filed against him by law-

During the hearing, the PTI chief’s lawyer filed the  makers from the ruling coalition accusing him of not
exemption plea for three days and argued that the  shating the details of gifts he retained from Toshakhana
Islamabad bar was holding protest for three days in_his assets declarations and the Election Commission

ich, Mr Parvez s IF lican Khan was alsa  of Pakistan (ECP) bad concludd in October last vear
part of the protest, adding that it was must for the sus-  that the PTT chief filed false statements regarding the
ect to ensure his attendance in court during the mal
le said the PTI chief should have appeared before the
court even his kan{(ers wanted loign the protest,
_In reply, Imran Khan's lawyer Khawaja Hamis said
his client was facing threats and the govemnment had
also withdrawn his security, “He [Imran Khan] is not
present in the court due to security reasons.” fie said,
adding that the PTI chairman could attend hearing via
vldenﬁnk if allowed. Mr Harris pleaded the court to
accept the exemption plea, t which, Mr Parvez said if Imran Khan was also

The judge asked the both sides to help the court in  part of the protest, adding that it was must for the sus-
fixing next hearing of the case with mutual consulta- rem to ensure his attendance in court durm%ﬂ\e trial
ton. At which, Faisal Chaudhry suggested that case  He said the PTI chief should have appeared before the
should be fixed for hearing after Ramadan 5 court even his Iuwif(crs wanted iojlgm the protest.

arris requested for adjournment of the hearing _In reply, Imran Khan’s lawyer Khawaja Harris said
for two weeks. Later, Judge Zafar Iqbal accepted the  his client was facing threats and the government had
exemption plea and adjourned the hearing till April 29.  also withdrawn his security. [

PM, Fazl Rana Sanaullah calls for

) Pakisian's economy was included among lop 24 srowing economy in the world and b best economy
in Asia during the said i
He went on 1o say that he was punished merely for bringing fiscal di

line in the country. He had been already

HIEEE

wifts.
_The electoral watchdog subsequently, disqualified
him for being dishonest and corrupt and approached
the district and_sessions court seel m|g cnminal_pro-
ceedm%ls Imran Khan for allegedly misleading officials
about the gifts. . .
Dunng the hearing, the PTI chief’s lawyer filed the
exemption plea far three days and argued that the
Islamabad bar was holding protest for three days.

Fazal ur calls on Prime

ISLAMABAD: President Jamiat Ul Islam (F) Maul
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Federal Capital.

5076232 free Murtaza Wahab
flour bags . .
welcomes legislation on

distributed
in KP till date: suo motor powers

Food Dept

KARACHI; Sindh's Adviser to  lated on the judges suo moto pow-

R - S law Murtaza Wahab on Thursday  ers. With the right to appeal the discuss & .

PESHAWAR: The distribution of | 2 HTEE0 FAES T dents like demolition of Nasl d ¢ d ]
e o oy e gl | Sl enein pamae g e oty | a1 | holding ‘greater dialogue
Relial Fackage 15 continned uiabaled. | . é‘k‘i’éi‘é}soé"ﬂa I:\';er::i“v??!:? “mﬁfﬂi&’: iv!‘?ls!empdis! Supreme E =
:;:el:thy‘)i:up:d h(gr;‘kh\;;‘aé sal’(dp“ ?;5:& apdmmng a press conference in  Court was_restraming _dgcll’sions situation among all Stakeholders

Department on Thursday

According 10 the statistics issued h{
the Food Department, so far 507623
bags of 10kg flour have been disirib-
uted among 1752182 families of the
provinge,

It said the distribution was carned

Sindh Assembly, said that this taken by the prime minister or
begins from l9g and continuing  chief minister, fusucs(reld) Sagih
1ill date. o Nisar while referning Article 90

He said that each state institu-  the constitution decided that
tion should function in its consti-  government not means the chief
tutional limits. “The constitution  minister or prime minister, but it is
tells, which institution have what  the cabinet

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Thursday here held a
meeting with chief of
Jamiat Ulema ¢ Islam
Maulana Fazlur Rehman

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah on Thursday called for
holding ‘greater dialogue’ among all
stakeholders including opposition par-
ties and treasury benches to steer the
country out of prevailing crises.

of Pakistan (CJP) and other judges of the
apex court. “However, if the dialogue is
to be held only for optic purpose, it will
serve nothing,” he noted.

In response to a guestion, Sanaullah
expressed the resolve that terrorism was

it th 5122 registered flour deal- | powers and the govemment wall “Article 176 clarifies the | and discussed in detail the | “Talking to journalists outside neither out of control nor it would be so
2,—“5‘ 56’“.%}3bne J;\::L?: 10‘:’;“1.‘55- run the executive,” Wahab said. Supreme Cﬂuﬂ‘sdmwws.' ab | prevailing political situa- | Sypreme Court (SJC today, the interior  in future. “Our armed forces are fully
stores and 18 utility mobile vans “Legislation is the mandate of said. “This Aticle said that the | tion in the Country. minister said that the greater dialogue competent and capable enough and car-

uring the ‘meeting
held at (ﬁe Prime Minister
House, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman congratulated the
prime minister on the pas-
sage of Supreme Court
Practice and Procedure

Supreme Court is_not the Chief
Justice alone, but it is all learned
Justices.” provincial law adviser
argued

" A building in Islamabad regu-
larized, while another i Karachi
demolished, (I‘n‘s double stzm!i_ard

will help in evolving a consensus agen-
da over charter of economy, charter of
democracy and charter of peace.

Rana Sanaullah noted that it will also
_hetg defuse botling political temperature
in the country and resalve the sufferings
of the common man

rying out intelligence-based operations

The KP F Department informed
i unst terrorists on daily basis,” he

that under the Ramadan Package,
around 17200000 bags of 10kg wheat
flour will be distributed “among
5750908 deserving families of the
province. INP

the_parliament The government
;Iemﬁes about the number of the
Jjudges in the Supreme Court, the
constitution has granted these

o thi P h Rana Sanaullah further said despite
powers to the government” he

all these actions and operations, threats
of terrorism still exist, but all the rele-

said.
“Asacitizen | welcome the new wvant authorities are in coordination and

legisl s the nt 15 not at any cost,” he 'w from ‘f‘g Pti"'“a’“f;l- He said the government respects and ~ discharging their duties to root out this
Mother, thought about 1t earlier and legis-  said INF coHe assured of complete | honours the opinion of the Chiet Justice  menace.L

to the pime minister.INP

infant son died

in accident

KARACHI: A woman and her
infant son were killed in a road acci-

SC forms new bench to hear
polls delay case after justice
Aminuddin’s recusal

THC reserves
verdict on
admissibility of

dent when a fruck hit their motorcycle | [SLAMABAD: Chief of the honorable justice, the N .
g‘\:e&s:gsg:]s 1’5;'\ hway, police and res- | jystice of Pakistan (CJP) other four members of the T!’l‘lﬂﬂ White
: 2] : Umar Ata Bandial on bench left the court room

According to police, a truck driver : i ISLAMABAD:
losing cantrol aver brake coming from Thursday constituted a four-  and the bench was dissolved. | o opaq High Court
behind hit their motorcycle at the Shah [ member bench to hear  On Wednesday, a three- (HC) has rescrved vo
Latif Cut. They sudden hit intensity | Pakistan ~ Tehreek-e-Insaf member bench of the | dict on the admi
was so severe that thirty-year Uzma | (PTI) plea against the delay Supreme Court ordered to | of the case seekin Iyl
Saddam_and her six-monih-old son, | in  Punjab and Khyber chairman Imran Khan’s

ag_mum the hearing of cases
of

Azan, died on the spot. Her husband constitutional importance

Pakhtunkhwa elections. disqualification for ‘con-

got injuries but survived in the accl- | “The development comes and suo motu notices el ing’ b dsughtar / ! \

i ¥ K | hours after Justice A three-member bench of ek w B ¥/
w:’[}uﬂ:\ozg?g; ;?:s'::,% ;gf,lsfﬂ &k Aminuddin Khan recused the court issued the order in ""?;";;,méeﬁ :“A Titesier: ISLAMABAD: A man leaves on the way afier collecting free bags of flour
the driver into custody for further | himself from a Supreme a case of giving grace marks | pench headed ‘by 1fc | from a government distribution point E-11.

Iegla_a[ action against him”

he dead bodies were shifted to the
Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre
for medico-legal formalities, INP

KrPCM

Court bench hearing the
PTI's petition against EC
decision to delay polls
new bench will hear the
case tomorrow at 11:30pm.
Justice Aminuddin in_ his
temarks said he cannot hear

to Hafiz-e-Quran. The nine-
page decision was written by
Justice Qazi Faiz lsa, while
Justice Shahid Waheed dis-
sented from the decision.

It may be noted that a five-
member bench was hearing

Chief Justice Justice Amir
comprising,
Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kiyani and Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir,
reserved the verdict
Earlier, the larger bench
of THC sought a response

Petition for
simultaneous elections

the case after yesterday’s PTI's plea against the post- i | . .
cnndemns decision of a thryee-mem er orlempent o elecnong in i;ﬁfpﬁﬁ:m;ﬂﬁ,‘:ﬁ ln count lands ln SC
terrorist attack in |bench headed by Justice Punjab by the Election | Khan in the case.INP

Qazi Faez Isa. After remarks Commission of Pakistan.INP

SC's five-member
bench hearing polls

ISLAMABAD: A petition seeking
simultaneous elections across the coun-
was filed Thursday in the Supreme

ourt
Malik Faisal Mehmoad, a citizen of
Talagang, requested to postpone the

“By holding elections in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa first, the system
of “caretaker governments in general
elections across the country will also be

ected,” it pointed out

The president, federal

Lakki Marwat

PESHAWAR: = Caretaker Chief
Minister (CM) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
KP) Muhammad® Azam Khan on

PM expresses
grief over
martyrdom of

four police é;m'emmem.,

ursday strongly condemned cow- provincial elections till the general elee-  election commission and both the
:‘Td')‘ (f_erﬁ\:nns atiack on "lPDhOE ‘5“’& = |:JEI"SOI‘II'IE| tions. : 4 provincial Eown_w_ncnls had been made
thont - olloed . o Topaoiies e ay case dissolve in attack “According 1o the Constiution, the  parties i the petiion .
Explosive Device IED) blest o e , . people can choase their true representa- _ Malik Faisal Mehmood, a citizen of
Police (DSP) in Lakbi Marwat ISLAMABAD: The five-mem-  make special benches or decideits | [SLAMABAD: | fives only through simultancous elec-  Talagang. requested to postpone the
The %‘M expv‘ésed his condolences | Der, bench of the Supreme c?)‘ljln members, and said that all hear- | Prime Minister | tions across the country,” the petition  provincial elections till the general elec-
z s fions.

SSC) hearing the Funjab Muhammad Shehbaz

; ings baséd on suo motu notices
elay case was dissolved on fi-

on the martyrdom of four police per- and cases of constitutional sig;

sonnel including a DSP in the incident

tate §
“There will be more expenses if elec-

Sharif has expressed Acmrdmﬁ 1o the Constitution, the
00

i - Thursday. . N cance — under Article 184(3) — | nrafound grief and sor- | tion to the two provincial assemblies le can choose their true representa-
nd omyeyed ois peartfelt sympaty | Justice Aminuddin Khan - should be postponed unel they are | iU 0ve F martyr Jer Pakbiungiowa] and Lives only fuough simuliancgus clec-

recused from hearing the PTI peti-
tion_against the postponement of
the Punjab Assembly elections on

legislated upon Justice Khan’s
recusal was an unexpected devel-
opment before the court proceed-

tions across the country,” the petition
stated “There will be mare expenses if
election to the two provincial assemblies

[Punjab and Kliyb
prayed for the elevation of the ranks of tmﬁﬂ ‘a_li:\l;al Assembly are held sepa-
“'\!ﬁe caretaker

dom of four police Bcr
the martyrs and reiterated thar the SP

sonnel mcluding governments  of

rovincial government would not | gecouni of  yesterday's order ings began on Thursda m a militant attack in H L0

eqve the arnles of the martys alone, | Uerein it was held that the hear. — The oripinal bench which had | Lakki Marwat TN ity Tukhiklws, Foniah sed Kenosr Redoimdyyal ind
adding that all possible support would | py"of ofl cases under Article 1843 conducted three hearings on the noa  tweet on | ol s o ded rately.” it added INP

be provided to the bereaved families. | be postponed until amendments in ~ PTI petition was consiituted by | Thursday, he said the o ] i g

He also 1ssued instructions to the rele- | Supreme Court rules 1980 regard=  CJP Umar Ata Bandial. It was | sacrifices of our police

vant quarters for the provision of the
best medical treatment to the injured
police officials of the attack INP

ing discretiona

g discre power of the headed by the CIP himself and
chief justice of?"aklmn CIP) 1o

included Justice ljazul Ahsan,

officers and Jawans in
the war against terror-

ANF foils smuggling bids in

I‘a!:lns cl_aldlaenches. “After ves- Jusncle h;l\umb Akdmkrﬁ _J]us(icﬁ ism are unforgettable. count i e 0 erations
| ey udgement. T veduse  Jamal Khan Miandokhail and | e *Frime  Nineter ryw d p
Overseas Pakistanis | sl from hearng the case” Justice Khan. On Wednesday, @ | prayed that  Allah
i Tt et o e Mt e S Almighty grant the | ISLAMABAD:  The  Anti- kg of heroin, hidden tactfully in a
mady to donate SRl Bl o unrag Coust Grdevec Jo adiciiin martyrs a place in the | Narcotics Force (ANF) hi eized ba

Rs20bn for polls on
SC assurance:
Rasheed

RAWALPINDL  Awami Muslim
League (AML) Chief Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed claimed on Thursday that
overseas Pakistanis were ready to give
Rs20 billion donation for elections if
the Supreme Court gave an assurance.
. In a series of tweets, the former
interior minister said there would be
“tule of jungle” in the country if the
Constitution and laws were defied.

He also cast doubts on holding of
elections in October if they were not
held within 90 days of the dissolution
of assemblies. He wamed of civil war
in the country. The strong ally of PTI

hairman Imran Khan called for trial
under treason charges of those defying
the orders of the Supreme Court. As
for the judges of apex court hearing
elections case, he said

authored by himself and Justice
Isa, issued a day earlier. It noted
that the chief justice of Pakistan
(CIP) did not

ave the power to

.

PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN, MARC!
coffins of policemen who were killed by a roadside bomb in Lakki

the hearing of cases of constitu-
tional importance and suo motu
notices A_three-member bench of
the court issued the order.INP

A

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

Relatives and security officials gather around the

Heaven and
recovery  to
injured INP

speedy
the

arwat district of

) has s
aver 90 kg of hashish, 33 kg and 600
Fams of opium and 12 kg of heroin
tom a car at Islamabad Motorway
Toll Plaza and arrested three drug
peddlers A .

In another operation of similar
nature, the force at Sahianwala
interchange Faisalabad seized over
32 kg and 400 grams of opium _and
13 kg and 20 grams of hashish from
auemcte and Tassoed a Khyber resi-

ent

According to ANF spokespersons,
an attempt o smng%lc 508 grams of
heroin was also foiled at Islamabad
International AII‘EGT[.

The drug was hidden inside a lap-
top screen, while the accused, resi-
dent of Sargodha, was going to
Jeddah,

Likewise, 1wo accused were
arrested at Karachi International
Airport in two different operations.

In the first operation, the
arrest a Dubai bound passenger, res-

ident of Swat, and recovered 1.224

n the second qremnun, 128
érams of narcotic pill powder and
20 grams of suspicious material
were recovered from a suspect, who
was going ta Sharjah from Karachi
The accused was the residemt of
Rahim Yar Khan. In yet another
ngemlinn, an_attempt to smuggle
280 grams of heroin to E&u;and
through a private courier office at
Lahore International Airport was
foiled by ANF officials. Officials
said that the recovered heroin was
hidden in_different l{‘p:s of plastic
sheets and plastic packets Moreover,
the ANF team conducted a raid at a
lacal courier office outlet at MM
Jinnah Road Karachi and recovered
4 kg and 160 grams of ice, absorbed
into set cover, from a parcel comin;
from Rawalpindi. Two Karachi resi-
dents were arrested. Both the
accused were also wanted by ANF in
several cases Cases have heen reg-
istered against the arrested accused
under the Anti-Narcatics Act. INP




