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CM Bizenjo takes

notice of illegal hunting

Stalf Reporter

UETTA:Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
IJ|zcnﬂo took notice of the
illegal hunting of cranes and
other migratory Siberian
birds in |he Zhob district of
lhc rovince.

The CM has directed lhe
forest department and the
district administration to
take action against the ele-
ments invalved in the illegal
hunting of cranes and other
migratory birds in the
Qamruddin Karez area of
Zhob district.

Mr. Bizenjo directed the
wildlife  department  to
immediately dismantle the
camps set up for the illegal
hunting of cranes and take
legal action against the
accused mmhed immedi-
ately bringing them to book

It is the
government’s
responsibility to
protect migratory
birds: CM Bizenjo

The Chief Minister said
that forests and wildlife
should deploy additional
staff in the area to arrest the
accused.

It 15 the responsibility of
the government to protect
the cranes, which is a rare
bird that migrates from
Siberia and come to the area
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of cranes in Zhob

of Zhob and Qamrudin
Karez
Every case should be
accounted for and the safety
of this rare bird should be
ensured in every case, the
CM concluded
The ashar
movement calls
for action
against the
illegal hunting
of cranes
in the area

CM’s_ notice has come
hours after the Ashar move-
ment demanded the provin-
cial high-ups to take notice of
the rampant illegal hunting of
| cranes and other mugratory
birds in the Qamruddin Karez
and Musakhail areas of
Balochistan.

he movement specifically
working on the conservation
of nature has expressed con-
cemed voice over the illegal
hunting of cranes in the area
and pointed out names of
some mﬂuentml people
engaged n this
district admmlstranon
moved towards the
amruddin Karez after the

M took serious notice of the
Wlegal hunting m the area.
Migratory blYé':% from Russian
Siberia come to, Qamruddin
Karez, Musakhail ‘and other

of Balochistan during
every winter.
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LHC to take up Im

plea seeking dismissal of

ran’s

121 cases Today

Shahzaib Rind
from Pakistan
won Karate
combat in
America

Jr?mense pleasure for all

wor the Karate combat in
America. Shahzaib Rind
won the Karate combat
after a tough battle in the

United States (US). He
was the only young man
from Balochistan
Pakistan to participate in
this league
He was the only
young man
participate from
Balochistan in
this league

—
“This is a matter of

www.naviic.gov.pk

Monitoring Desk ‘ousafzai,
the § to the
Shahzaib Rind, a play-  Chi ef Minister
er belonging to Pakistan’s  Balochistan said.  Mr.
Balochistan  province Yousafzai  spoke 1o

Shahzaib on “the tele-
hone and congratlated
im for his success in
Karate combat. He con-

veyed the message of the
Chief ~ Minister and
assured full cooperation
to Shahzaib Rind in pro-
sports  in

The phom and video
of Shahzaib Rind bat-
tling his rival in Karate
combat went viral on
social media. People
belonging to all walks
of life congratulated
Shahzaib and appreciat-
ed his struggle
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Editor Asim Khan

Slow pace of

QUETTA VOICE

development
projects in Quetta

The pace of the develoj

slow,

arious suburbs of this

provincial capit

ment projects cqr;]ently underway in Quetta is
paunt:

s & bleak picture when

it comes to development projects and the avls(lilabllity of basic facilities

including water, education, health, road networl

ind sanitation.

Billions are pumped by the federal and proviﬁc:al governments to bring

this city at par with other develoy
or instance, the dualization of the Sabzal
ite of passin;
¢ constructe

ble results.

yet to be completed in 5

Sabzal Road 15 yet to

g three years.

parts of the couﬂlﬁz, but with no tangi-
0;

ad, Sariab Road 1s

. Former Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan inaugurated a por-
tion of the Sabzal Road, which was really a good addition to the develop-

ment any
to be complete
made peoples’ liv

beauty of Queita. However, a major portion of Sabzal Road is yet
Dirty water on the surface of the road and piles of garbage
es miserable

. Residents of the area have made repeated appeals for immediate construc-
tion of the road, Chief Mimster Mir Quddus Bizenjo has also visited the
road and directed an early construction, Despite this all, the road is yet to be
exposes the bad govemnance in Balochistan.

constructed. This actuall
Action should match t

e directives of the high-ups

Sariab Road and other ongoing development projects are also underway

at a slow pace. Chief Secretary

alochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqaili visited var-

1ous development schemes the other day and directed the concerned depart-
ments to ensure timely completion.
Action should match the directives of the high-ups. People are fed up with

the ongoing slow-paced projects, which compound their
provincial government should also share the volume of funds
various development projects in Quetta with the media and people.

:mlgmye lmnspalenciy and accountability.
4l

viable master pl

blems. The
ing spent on
is will

m needs to be evolved to address the city’s problems

including an influx of people, new settlements, traffic, water. education and

health problems.

EDITORIAL

Monday.April,03,2023

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Article. 25 of the
itution  of

the
ic  Republic  of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities sul
stantiate this assertion
Are there even playing
grounds for
both genders? If not,
why it is s0? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?
Gender  Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

ing

EF}u;-rv.- are many poli-
cy options o reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching
the of Gender
Equali ender
Resp Gender
Sensitive and Gender

Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province create
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
gender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to T_mmoting gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part of human
rights, Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi=
nation against women,
ender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, “Is there any study
ever conducted to find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or re-budget
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
orm  almost  50%
(48.76%, to be specif-
ic)of our national popu-
lation? In Balechistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%. If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
encmpowerment starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embraidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows [t means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
P-. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan is 47.4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

budgetary process. An
analysis of F‘SDPS since
2013-14 Gl 2020-21

shows that there was not
a single project in the
ears 2013- 14 st

014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration hen
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to .22%. It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable grou,

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they arée not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor  force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan
ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent an
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work lace
Surprmngﬁ' there are
no separate Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whatsoever,

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, maost]
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate unS implement
%]ans_ for female uplift,

onditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable. Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming and
using this untapped
potential

What’s going on

France is in the grip of
mass protests and strikes
that have erupted against
the controversial pen-
sion reform plan. The
Macron government
wants fo increase the
retirement age from the
current 62 years to &4
years. From 2027, work-
ers will have to make
social security contribu-
tions over 43 years
rather than 42 years in
order to draw a full pen-
sion. Some other contro-
versial measures have
also been included in the
pension reform plan

The strikes and
protests  were ’“““lﬁ
peaceful before Marc]
16, But the police
clashed with protesters
after  French  Prime
Minister Elisabeth
Bome rammed through
the bill in the National
Assembly, the lower
house, last week by
invoking Article 49.3 of
the French constitution
The constitutional
clause grants the gov-
emment executive privi-
lege to pass a bill with-
out a parliamentary vote
and gives the opposition
the ~ opportunity  to
respond with a no-confi-
dence vote. The Borne
government has sur-
vived two no-confidence
votes by a narrow major-
ity of nine votes.

A recent poll has
found that 82 per cent of
the French hold a nega-
tive view regarding the
use of Article 49.3, and
65 per cent wish for
d.cmonstratluns to per-
sist, even after the pass-

ing of the law:

The ongoing strikes
and  protests ave
become mare violent as
the police are trying to
defuse the situation
through violence, The
protesters are  also
responding with the
same tactics to defend
themselves. Now the
Macron-Borne govern-
ment is putting the
blame of violence on the
striking workers and

young people.

T irst round of
strikes  and  street
rotests took place on
January 19, 2023. From
train dnvers to arport

workers, most people
took to the streets to
voice their demands
Workers in the health,
ports, energy and other
sectors are also organiz-
ing strikes. Tons of
garbage are now piling
up on the streets as sani-
tation workers have also
been on strike since
March 7

Nearly 3.5 million
waorkers and voung peo-
ple tock to the streets
across France against
the pension reforms
announced by the
Macron government on
March ~ 23 Nearly
800,000 people tack to
the streets in Paris
Hundreds of thousands
of people in Marseille,
Toulouse, ~ Bordeaux,
Nantes, ~Lyon and
Grenoble strongly
protested against the
reforms. The French
have been fighting
against _the ension
reforms for the last two

months. Mass protests
and strikes took place i
different parts of France
in the last erght weeks
The neoli%eral right-
wing Macron govern-
ment had hopes that
protests and  strikes
would fade away soon
But the protest move-
ment has swelled in
recent weeks. As soon as
the Macron government
announced its plan to
reform the pension sys-
tem in France, trade
unions strongly rejected
it and called the reforms
anti-workers.
The police’s high-
handed tactics to intimi-
date the protesters have
failed so far. The law-
enforcement  agencies
have arrested neatly 800
people including some
tourists. Police intimida-
tion, arrests and harass-
ment on the streets are
not working. The local
authorities have
imposed a ban an street
protests to control the
situation in many cities.
The Macron govern-
ment is using all sorts of
tactics and measures ta
break the strikes and
contain _ the  street
rotests, But the workers
ave pushed  bagl
Instead of demoralizing
the protestors, these
restrictions have pro-
voked them even more.
In general, the mood
and methods on demon-
strations and pickets are
becoming more defiant
and radicalized than the
“‘days of action’ in the
ast, which have often
elt more like rallies

in France?

than national  strikes
People are using their
ingenuity to  resist
attempts to crush the
movement

Workers in France are
protesting against pen-
sion reforms because
they believe that the pro-
osed reforms will result
in longer working hours
with fewer benefits and
a higher retirement age.
They also fear that the
reforms will hurt the
country’s most vulnera-
ble cifizens. such as the
elderly and those with
health issues, as they
will no longer be able to
retire rarlz.
Additionally, the work-
ers are cohcerned that
the proposed reforms are
too focused on austerity
and cuts rather than on
their _living standards,
benefits and quality of
life. Trade unions are
opposing the pension
reforms  in  France
because they believe
that the reforms will hurt
workers and pensioners,
as they will be required
to work longer, receive
lower pensions, and be
subject 10 a greater num-
ber of pension reforms
in the future. They are
also concerned that the
reforms will lead to a
two-tier system, with
some workers receiving
a lower pension than
others. The unions also
fear that the reforms will
lead to an imcrease in
inequality, with the
wealthy receiving more
benefits than those on
lower incomes.

The pension reforms

1n France are so unpopu-
lar because they are seen
as a direct attack an one
of the most cherished
social safety nets in the
country: the retirement
system. Many right-
wing governments in the
past tried to reform the
ension  system  but
aced stifT resistance and
mass opposition from
trade umions, workers

and  young people.
Macron tried to pass the
pension plan in his first

tenure too but failed to
do so due to fierce
resistance  from  the
workers The  reforms
make it harder for peo-
ple to retire early and
reduce benefits for some
of the lowest-earning
retirees. They also raise
the retirement age from
62 to 64 and reduce pen-
sion payments for those
who work past the age of
65. The reforms also
include a controversial
increase in the number
of years of contributions.
needed for a full pen-
sion The French govern-
ment wants to increase
employment among the
6l- to  64-year age
group. Nearly 33 per
cent people in this age
group work in France
compared to 61 per cent
in Germany and 69 per
cent in Sweden These
changes have met wide-
spread opposition fram
labour unions and other
%]ruups, who argue that
these reforms are unfair
and will lead to an
inereasing  number of
elderly people living in
poverty.

Governance failure
and inflation

he  famed
American
artist,  The
Notorious

exclaimed that "the more
money We cOme Across,
the more problems we
see” This also resonates
with how the government
has been managing the
country's finances — by
perpetually  borrowing
more monéy.

Successive  govern-
ments and central bank
zovernors have spectacu-
arly failed in taming
inflation over the last
three decades Lack of
wm'cdtmaled L,ﬁmﬂ and
moneta icy Tespons-
es, co_upr?cguwwl the com-
plete inability of the cen-
tral bank to keep inflation
within target range has
led to a scenario where
the country is on the
verge of a hyperinflation-

ary eyele.

lnf{ahun for March
2023 clocked in at 35 per
cent, which is amongst
highest ever levels.For
the more vulnerable seg-
ments, inflation is close
to 50 per cent, as food
prices spiral out of con-
trol A lazy excuse of pol-
icymakers both on the fis-
cal and monetary side is
blaming a commodity
super cycle for any price
increases, while' com-
pletely ignoring the cata-
strophic decisions that
fueled inflation, some of
which include incessant
obsession with disrupting
supply chains (thereby
leading to shortages) —
and by racking up debt to
bridge fiscal deficits that
are 4 fanction of bad gov-

ernance and inabi
expand the taxation net
he tax authority cele-
brates ~ some recon
growth in tax collections,
while 8 h
remains  considerably
lower than inflation.As
tax collection can't even
keep pace with inflation,
the deficit is only bound
to increase fuither —
which means the state is
gqmg to borrow more to
_ndge the ever-increas-
m% eficit. 5

he evolution of infla-
tion during the last few
uarters can be tracy
back to the surge in com-
muglrtyu?nces glvhu\]r
which led to a completely
ahsurd decision to subsi-
dize fuel prices, effective-
Iy encouraging consump-
tion when prices are
increasing

recions fareign
exchange reserves were
spent without taking into
consideration strong sig-
nals indicating a global
monetary  contraction,
which would not just
increase the cost of fund-
ing for Pakistan but also
nake access to debt more
difficult. Since we aren't
the type of people who
learn from mistakes, we
doubled down on main-
taining an overvalued Pak
rupee, and wasting more
precious oreign
exchange reserves 1o
maintain an  arbitraril
low value of the Pal
rupee against the US dol-
lar. o

foreign exchange
reserves dropped signifi-
cantly, the policymakers
trying to outdo their earli-
ef not-so-smart maneu-

wvers started rationing for-
eign exchange reserves,
thereby restricting avail-
ability’ of the same for
import of raw material or
intermediate goods, etc

is had a  snowhall
effect as that disrupted
supply chains across al
indusiries

As industries  lost
access to imports, they
started reducing produc-
tion and eventually shut-
ting down, resulting in an
inctease_in_unemploy-
ment, The inability to
import animal feed, or
seeds, or other critical
quu:s led to a cascading
effect on the food supply
chain. Even though the
global commadity surge
cooled down, disruption
of the local supply chain
resulted in shortages,
which fueled inflation.

lone of this can_be
deemed as a surprise
Instead of fixing supply
chains, the government
further reallocates capital
towards subsidized
and handouts, further
leading to depravity and
more recently loss of
human life due to ill-
planned, and often selfish
MANEUVErs. :

Our policymakers still
do not seem to have any
plan The State Bank con-
tinues to print more
money to throw at the
problem, without realiz-
ing that printing more
money does not fix sup-
ply chains. Managers of
the fiscal policy refuse to
expand the tax net, and
continue  to  further
squeeze the already
taxed, resulting in the
emergence.

Human history
bears witness to the
fact that countries

thrive when their citi-
zens work m harmony
towards & common
goal. Collaboration
and solidarity are key
ingredients to achiev-
ing success and pros-
Rgmy Throughout
istory, we have seen
numerous examples of
countries  achievin
great things throug!
unity and cooperation
Here are a few notable
instances

Paki At the
time of independence
Pakistan fac
extreme economic and
social challenges. The

new nation had no
industries or infra-
structure, and our

agriculture sector was
underdeveloped. But
we were united. In the

1960s, the Green
Revolution trans-
formed Pakistan’s

agriculture. In  the
mid-1960s began the
‘Golden Decade of
Industrialization’. We
had two cement plants
in 1947, now we have
24. We had three rex-
tile mills in_1947, now
¢ have 650. We did
not have any cycle
manufacturing plant in
947, now we have
Sohrab, PECO and
Eagle. We did not
have any car assem-
bler in 1947, now we
have Toyota, Honda,
Suzuki, Renault,
Nissan, Proton, Kia,
MG and Hyundai. We
did not have any paper

Time to unite

mill in 1947, now we
have 18. We had one
oil refinery in_ 1947,
now we have five, In
the 70s, we built
Tarbela, the largest
earth-filled dam in the
world

Rwanda: In
aftermath  of  the
Rwandan Genocide, in
which some 500,000
ied, the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other. Rwanda is
now one of the fastest

rowing economies in

Rta itk an avecage
annual growth rate of
an)undE croent.

Japan: The Japanese
economy suffered
extensive devastation
during World War II.
Japan's industrial and
infrastructure capaci-
ties were severely
damaged with major
cities in_ruins because
of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled
economy. The unity of
Japan’s’ citizens "has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country's remark-
able post-war recov-
ery.

nGhallﬂ: After inde-
endence in 1957,
Ghana_faced polmcai
instability, economic
crisis and widespread
poverty. In the 80s, the
citizens  of hana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote stability.
Citizens came togeth-

er to support econom-
ic growth through
entreprenceurship,
inmovation and imvest-
ment,

Human history also
bears wimess fo the
fact that when a coun-
try is divided it will
face a range of chal-

lenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic nstability.

Here are some exam-
Rlcs of countries that
ave experienced divi-
sions and the conse-
quences that have fol-
lowed:
Traq: Traq has been
by

lague alitical
Fastability

fall ol

Hussein in 2003. T
cmmlg has = been
marred by violence
and conflict, including

the rise of the Islamic

Lebanon: Lebanon
has a tumultuous his-
tory of political divi-
sions, with sectarian-
ism playing a major
role in ‘the country’s

politics. These politi-
cal ons  have
resulted in periods of
civil war,  political
paralysis, and eco-
nomic collapse.
Yugoslayia: The

olitical divisions_in
(ugoslavia played a
cant role in the
economy, contributing
to the country’s even-
tual collapse.”
Syria: The political
divisions in Syria have
had a devastating
impact on the coun-
try's economy,

Political conflicts
have destroyed the
infrastructure, disrupt-
ed trade, caused a sig-
nificant decline in o1l
production plus sky-
rocketing inflation.
enezuela:
Venezuela boasts
some of the world’s
largest oil reserves,
However, political
polarization has led to
a severe ONOmiIc cri-
sis_marked by hyper-
inflation, widespread
food shortages, and a
significant reduction
in oil production.
‘emen: Political
divisions have led to
food and fuel short-
ages. Iigh inflation
and limited access to
healthcare and educa-

_ Pakistan possesses a
rich array_of natural,
human. " intellectual
cuhuraI, l:ch|:01ugjca|
an historical
resources. With a b

tory of past achieve-
ments, we have the
otential 1o succeed

nited we  stand,
divided we fall

Rwanda: In the
aftermath _ of  the

Rwandan Genocide, in
which some _500,(500
died. the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other. Rwanda is
now one of the fastest
oW Cootiomics
frica with an average
annual growth rate of
around _{gercenl.
Japan: The Japanese
economy suffered

Dy Farrukh Saleem

extensive devastation
during World War 11,
Ja?ams industrial and
inirastructure capaci-
ties  were _severely
damaged with major
cities In_ruins because
of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled
economy. The unity o
Japan’s” citizens has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country’s remark-
able post-war recov-

e
ihana: After inde-
Pundunnc in 1957
ihana faced pol
ability, economic
crisis and widespread
poverty. [n the 80s. the
citizens  of Ghana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote stability.
Citizens came togeth-
€r to support econom-
ic growth through
entrepreneurship,
innovation and invest-
ment. Human  history
also bears witness to
the fact that when a
country is divided it
will face a range of
challenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic instability.
Here are some exam-
les of countries that
ave experienced di
sions and the conse-
quences that have fol-
owed: X
The  writer is a
columnist based in
Islamabad. He tweets
(wsaleemfarrukh and
can be reached at: far-
rukh13@hotmail.com

A chronic state of
policy errors

Y hagan Hassan Najeeh

. akistanis are
living in an era
of ~ shocking

price hikes,

staggering
inequality, volatile mar-
kets and’ oligarchic poli-
tics. The country faces
intractable inefficiencies
in almost all sectors
including eneray, agricul-
ture, finance, education,
and health. These are
complex  problems to
solve. They require seri-
ous effort’ to break the
mould of  consistently
pursuing  ill-conceived
policies.

Truth be told, Pakistan
has adhered 1o endless
policy errors in critical
areas with consistency
and across successive
overnments. My sense is
hat the most concerning
policy _error has been

nding an inefficient
public sector and shying
away from privatization
This has led to Pakistan
having 212 state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) oper-
ating in all key sectors of

e economy. The public-
sector footprint In the
commercial arena is quite
astonishing with 85 SOEs
spanning power, oil and
gas; infrastructure trans-
port and communication;
manufacturing, mining
and engineering, finance,
industrial estate develoy
ment, d  wholesal

remarkable difference w0
the economy by improv-
ing efficiencies _and
reducing_ quasi-fiscal
losses. “Pakistan  since
2015 has virtually fol-
lowed a policy not to pri-
vatize,

We continue to run
sizeable fiscal deficits —
almost as an intended
decision, The period
since FY08 is interesting
to consider as it coincides
with a democratic transi-
tion and two programmes
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).
From FY2008 to FY2022
the country clocked a
near 7.0 per cent fiscal
deficit on average barring
the period when the coun-
try actively adhered to an
IMF  supported pro-
gramme between FY2014
and FY2017 when the
deficit averaged near 5.0

per cent.

Sadly, within the fiscal
framework, another con-
sistent policy has been a
reliance on indirect taxa-
tion rather than increas-
ing the share of direct tax-
ation. Tax collection from
indirect taxes, whose
incidence is higher on the
poor and middle-income

pouge, accounts for more
an 70 per cent of all col-
lection, once we include
withholding taxes levied
in the sales tax mode. Itis
ble that two-third

retail and marketing sec-
tors, The story continues
with 44 non-commercial
SOEs ({Section 42) and
further 83 subsidiaries of
the commercial SOEs,

In my view privatiza-
tion, especially of energy-
sector SOEs, can make a

1
of the tax collected in the
last decade is in the form
of indirect, regressive

taxes.

here is an amazing
persistence in our policy
and political decisions o
shy away from adequate-
Iy taxing agriculture

income or traders or
urban immovable proper-
ty. It is by deliberate
esign that ‘we promote
unproducm'e investment
in real estate by repeated-
ly  giving al-estate
amnesties creating per-
verse IHCCHUVI?S. maxing
investment in real estate
e

a five-vear holding pes
od. With such E:ﬂ icies we
provide an enabling envi-
ronment for a grey econo-
iy and avenues for stash-
ing of illicit th, rather
than emcoursy a move
to a cashless digital econ-
omy, where we can track
and audit financial trans-
actions. Time after time
we have missed the
opportunity to change
course and move 1o pro-
gressive taxation.
loreover, on  the

expenditure side in the
budget we continue with
misguided policies of
unfunded  pensions,
untargeted subsidies. and
a non-result-hased frame-
work of development
spending, We continue to
err in making less optimal
economic policy choices.

Successive  govern-
ments promote a poli
of  creating  growt!
through fiscal and mone-
tary stimuli and borrow
capital to fund large-scale
capital expenditures. This
fuels consumption and
pushes higher imports.
entangling the country in
a perpetual cycle of bal-
ance of payments erisis
and taking  Pakistan
repeatedly to the doors of
the IMF.
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Saudi Arabia,
Opec+ producers announce
surprise oil output cuts

Saudi Arabia and other
Opect oil producers on
Sunday announced vol-
untary cuts to their pro-
duction amounting o
around 115 million bar-
rels per day (bgd) in a
surprise mowve they said
was aimed at supporting
market stability.

The group had been
largely expected to stick
o its already agreed 2m
bpd cuts when its minis-
terial  panel,  which
includes = Saudi Arabia
and Russia, meets virtual-
Iy on Mouda{.

Last October, Opect,
which comprises the
Organisation of

Petroleum Exporting
Countries. (OPEC) and
allies led by Russia,

agreed on output cuts of
2 from November
until the end of the year,
aniermg ‘Washington as
fighter supply boosts ol
prices.

The US has argued that
the world needs lower
prices 10 support econoim-
ic growth and prevent
Russian ‘President
Viadimir Putin  from
earning more_revenue to
fund the Ukraine war.

Sunday’s unexpected
voluntary cuts, which
start from May, come in
addition to “the ones

already agreed upon in
Octgber "= P

Riyadh said it‘ would

cut output by 500,000
bpd while Trag will
reduce its production by

211,000 bpd, according to
official statements.

he UAE said it would
cut roduction by
144,000 bpd, Kuwait
announced " a  cut of
128,000 bpd while Oman
announced a cut of
40,000 bpd and Algeria
said it would cut its out-

L by X .
Razakhetan will slso oot
output by 78,000 bpd

ussid’s Dh Prime
M‘misl.erWehcgz;{

Parent personalities
impact children's life
significantly

ISLAMABAD:A new
scientific analysis has
found that parent person-
alities have a significant
impact on a child's life
because parents have a
special and ortant

l'he analysis led by
Joshua Jacksom, associate
professor of psychologi-
cal and brain sciences in
Arts & Sciences at
Washington Universi
St. Louis, explored how
arents'  personalities,
oisterous or reserved,
agreeable or cranky, con-
cemed or care-frée, can
sl\gfzt the lives of their
children, for better or

worse
The stud;
nearly 9,401
11-17 and their parents
who participated in the
survey that has been run-
ning since 1984
e survey also includ-
ed measures of the kids'
lives, including their
overall health, grades in
school, use of alcohol or
cigarettes, the amount of
time leisure
beyond
watching TV or surfing
the Internel—and the fre-
quency of family argu-
ments
_The _study found that
kids with extroverted par-
ents tended to have lower
grades. Kids with neurot-

involved
kids aged

H\’DERABA: Sewerage and gutter wate

ic parents scored relativ
Iy low on several meas-
ures, includin; dgrud:s.
0
and

overall health,
index (BMI), and
spent on leisure activities.
On the other hand, kids
were likely 1o be healthier
if their parents scored
high on measures of
agreeableness or consci-
entiousness, and they
were more likely to stay
active with hobbies_ if
their parents scored high
in openness
e study suspects that
maybe extroverted par-
ents are less likely to
emphasize studying” and
homework, Maybe the
are encouraging Lhew]ud);
to socialize instead of
study, or maybe the par-
ents are too busy with
their own lives io help
with homework. But
there's no way. 1o know
for sure from this data set
Tn general, kids do par-
ticularly ueﬂ if their par-
ents d
agreeable, o
and open without being
neurotic. That is probably
something close to the
best-case scenario, but
that combination
an have some down-
sides. As noted, kids with
extroverted parents tend
to have lower grades
A child's personality
makes a big difference.

mass

—

ality is really IN
o

For example, the study
found that kids tended to
have better grades if they
were extroverted, agree-
able. open and conscien-
tious, but they had worse
grades if they were neu-
rotic. Extroverted kids
were more likely 1o
smoke or drink, but being
opei, Mwnhsc;enkl‘mus or

reeable had the oppo-
:lgle effect e

There were only a few
cases where the personal-
ities of children and par-
ents seemed to work in
synergy. There was also
some negative synergy
Here's one intérest
example: neurotic ki
with  neurot arents
tended to have (hugighcm
BMIs.

Lots of fecFLe eventu-
ally have the Teeling that
théy're growing into their
parents. But at least in
terms of  personality
taits, the connection is
not strong. For example,
it's mot at all mmon
for extroverted parents to
have introverted children
and vice wersa. At first,
thar may seem surprising.
But if you have siblings,

ou know that there can
e a lot of differences

study
revealed that w][, person-

X rs
r accumulated on the main

Kohi Noor Chowk creating problems for commuters,
Belgium appreciates
Pakistan’s efforts for peace,
stability: Belgium Envoy

ISLAMABAD:
Belgium Ambassador to
Pakistan Charles Joseph

Delogne here on
Sunday said that Pakistan
is an important country in
the region and Belgium
appreciated its efforts for
bringing peace and stabil-
i

Addressing a seminar
ditled.  "Pak-Belgium
Relations: Past, Present
and Future” organized by
Policy Institute for Peace
and Development (PIPD)
and Bahria
University, Islamabad,
the envi aid, “Pakistan
an Belgium  enjoy
friendly and cooperaiive
relations  based upon
common interests and

shared values of democ-
rar?E, pluralism and trust.”

e further said that
both countries had strong
trade and economic rela-
tions in the areas of
Textile, Pharmaceutical
products, machinery,

medical equipment, iron,
steel and chemicals

He highlighted the two
types of academic schol-
arships, ~ ARES  an
VLIR-OUS that can be

acquired by the Higher
Education ‘and Mimistry
of Education directly
with the counterparts in
Brussels.

n  the occasion,
President Policy Institute
of Peace & Development
Wadana Khattak stressed
upen the crucial role of
cultural diplomacy and
peUEI&IL_H)BOplE contact
in bringing the nations
closer,

" Addressing a_seminar
titled "Pak-Belgium
Relations: Past, Present
and Future’ onganized by
Policy Institute for Peace
and Development (PIPD)
and the ahria
University, _Islamahad,
the envoy said, “Pakistan
and  Belgium enjo
friendly and cooperative

relations  based upon
common interests and
shared values of demac-
racy, pluralism and trust.”™

He further said that
both countries had strong
trade and economic rela-
tions in the arcas of|
Textile, Pharmaceutical
machinery,

steel ai nemicals.

He h]fgh]lg\ued the two
types of academic schol-
aIShR)S ARES  and
VLIR-OUS thar can be
acquired by the Higher
Education ‘and Ministry
of Education directly
with the counterparts in
Brussels.On the occasion,
President Policy Institute
of Peace & Development
Wadana Khattak stressed
upon the crucial role of
cultural diplomacy and
people-to-people contact
in bringing the nations
closer. She expressed the
dire need for cross-cultur-
al collaboration INT

favor of their demands.

AEDB to convert
3,000 govt buildings to
solar power: WealthPK

ISLAMABADL Alternative
Board

Ener;

Development
AE]

ment
power project.
“The project is
Pakistan's  Mational
Conservation Plan. The

chasing ]mrnna‘l Dssil
said Aqeel Hussain Jafri,

to WealthPK,

He said the solarisation will
be completed phase-wise under
Ministry

the country’s

g ) has received a list of
000 public sector buildings
across the country to be shifted
to solar power under the govern-
s 10,000-megawatt solar

part of
Energy  In 2022, \
announced that public sector
buildings would be converted to
solar power by April 2023
Prime

roject
aims to save about J00-S00MW
energy, and to cut down the bill
the government pays for pur-
fuels,”
Palicy
Adviser of AEDB, while talking

dependence on im|
fuels, and address i

10 some extent.
the

However, only

i

the
Minister Secrefariat’s solarisa
tion process has been initiated so
far, which will take further five
10 six months to be wnxl_)leted
According to official

tics, Pakistan's ene
of  between 5000 to

Monday,April, 03,2023
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PESHAWAR: Shahi Bala leaders are demonstrating on Nasir Bagh Road in

Energy, which will carry out
compehitive bidding for the task
on behalf of public sector enti-
ties. He said solarisation of pub-
lic sector buildings will

overnment

reduce
orted fossil
e economic
enisis caused by the circular debt

statis-

Fodir’

LI PPFE

| T

with a 6%-8% growth annually.
The situation calls for adoption
of more sustainable and renew-
able energy sources, like solar,
wind, hydropower, and biomass
so that the dependence on
imported fuel could be cut

own

In this scenario, utilising
renewahle energy (RE
resources for power generatior
can tn:li: reduce the circula
debt, Till last year, Pakistan's
circular debt stodd at Rs2.47 tril-
fion, mostly recorded on part of
fuel payments.

Pakistan plans to increase the
share of clean enerba 10 60% in
its energy mix by 2030 to reduce
the country’s dependence on
imported fossil fuels INP

Pakistan one of leading countries to use
RMB for international trade

BEIJING: Pakistan is one of
the leading countries to use
RMB for international trade set-
tlement, according )m China

Economic Net (CE!
ove

ast M mber, People’
Bank of China (PBOC) signed cl
memorandum of cooperation  Chi
(MOC) on establishing RMB

clearing  arrangements in  al economy ihis vear and the
Pakistan, with Karachi Branch international confidence 1
of the Industrial and China's erformance
Commercial Bank of China enhancing the atiractiveness of
(ICBC) acting as the RMB B assets.

clearing bank.

loss

Pakistan_

It bodes well for Pakistan to
join the RMB settlement service
as it encourages industrial trans-
fer by assuaging the concems of
Chi investors on financial
due to the violently fluc-
tuating  exchange rafe

As more pry

tion is expected
China trade.

le's
a

Weanwhile, against the back-
drop of volatile US dollar poli-
cies, more countries are diversi-
fying their currency portfolio to
fiedge against financial risks.

B, as the fifth laruest cur-
rency for international payments
and foreign exchange fransac-
tions, is eyeing a boom in its

Pakistan reports plunge

in Covid infections

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has witness a sharp
decline in Covid19 indicators as the country report-
ed only 55 coronavirus cases with no fatality during
the last 24 hours, showed the statistics reléased by
the National Institute of Health (NIH) on Sunday

morning.

According to the NIH data, the death toll in the

country remained the same at 30,64

9 whereas the

number of total infections now went up to 1,579,750
after adding the fresh 55 cases, much lower than

yesterday's 87

During the last 24 hours (Saturday), 3,836 tests
were conducted throughout Pakistan whereas the
positivity ratio slided to 1.43%. The number of
patients in critical care stood at 26

Ind
Indi

reports 3,823 new Covid cases in 24 hours
has reported 3,823 new Covid-19 cases in

the last 24 hours, a 27 percent jump from
Saturday, according to the health ministry data,
India had recorded 2,994 new Covid-19 infections

esterday, while
increased to 16,354

the number

of active cases

According fo the ministry's website, 22066 crore
doses of Covid-19 vaceine have been administered
so far under the nationwide vaccination drive INP

3 well-diggers
crushed to death by

mudslide in Mails

MAILSL: Three young labourers including a 10-
year-old child were crushed ta death by a mudslide
while digging a well in Mailsi

The rescuers on Sunday pulled out the bodies of

the labourers from the well

with the help of local

peuﬁle afier a hectic 19-hour lang rescue operation.
The bodies have been handed over to the heirs.
Poverty drove the ill-fated young labouers to
come out of their home and eke out their living. But
the death did not let them go back
Rescue sources said that the victims belonged to

the same family.

The dead were identified as 20-year-old Sajjad
Ahmed, 17-year-old Zameer Ahmed and 10-year-

old Muhammad Shaba)

Seeing the dead bodies of three young

ersons,

the atmosphere in the area turned melancholic

The rescuers on Sunday
the labourers from the wel

futled out the bodies of
with the help of local

e bodies have been handed over to the heirs

N

pegple after a heciic 19-hour lang rescue opersiion
T
®

Roadblocks mar IT industry
growth in Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Pakista
n’s IT industry has been
identified as a potential
powerhouse for the econ-
omy but it faces signifi-
cant roadblocks hinder-
ing its growth. Experts
suggested that by tack-
ling key challenges head-
on, the industry can boost
the country’s exports and

investment, reports
WealthPK,

In an interaction with
WealthPK, Asim

Shahryar Husain, CEQ

ite, talked about the
main _ objective  of
increasing the earning of
dollars — through — IT
exports and increasing

the number of freelancers
in Pakistan

“Thy in
Pakistan face the issue of
not being able to n
forex accounts (used to
hold and trade foreign
currencies), which forces
the investors to invest
abroad rather than in
Pakistan. This leads to a
reduction in forex inflow,
as the required initial
investment has trickled
down over a couple of
years,” he said. -

Asim suggested that if

the  State  Bank
Pakistan (SBP)

k  of
allows
freelancers and startups
to open forex accounts,

they will be able to retai
their investments in dof
lars. This will encourage
more inflow to Pakistani
startups and freelancers,
as they will be able to
cash up at the exchange
rate that existed at that
time. Additionally, it will
make repatriation and
international payments to
wvendors much easier.

The Ignite CEQ
believed that instead of
burdening freelancers
with hefty taxes, the gov-
emment should consider
providing them with cash
rebates.

He suggested that if a
freelancer or startup

brings in more remit-
tances, they should be eli-

ible for rebates based on

ifferent slabs.  For
instance, if’ an investor
brings n $1.000, they
should be entitled to a 1%
rebate. Similarly, if an
investor brings in $2000
USD, they should receive
a 2% rebate_ "

This incentive, accord-
ing to Asim, will attract
more dollars to Pakistan
and boost its economy.
He believed such ‘a
scheme will encourage
investors to bring more
money to the country,
thus creating more job
opportunities and driving

economic growth,
“India has high IT
e:(&:mgls because they pro-
vide incentives to foreign
IT firms to set up their
development centres.
This has led to companies
like Microseft, Oracle,
Google, Facebook, Cisco,
IBM, and Amazon setting
up their development
centres there,” said the
Ignite  CEQ."Pakistan
should do the same thing
with the IT parks that are
being  developed in
Islamabad and Karachi
These parks should pro-
vide quality infrastruc-
ture and security to the
multinational IN

€5 i5 yet 1o
unfold, RMB-PKR de-dollarisa-
to_play
catalysing role in Pakistan-

According o Guan Tag, a

economist of a leading

ese securities trader, the

overall glUum{‘.(\utlouk on glob-
il

international usage. X

In recent years, China has
been ramping wp support for
RMB clearing and settlement in
its foreign trade, especially with
Belt and Road countries.

In 2021, China's RMB settle-
ments with Belt and Road coun-
tries stood at RMB 5.42 trillion,
up 19.6 percent year on year, as

er a report released bﬁ the

cju{]t‘s ank of China (PBOC)

s week Brazil and Chiria

reached a deal to trade in their
ewn currencies, ditching the US
dollar as an intermediary

. This move followed the sign-
ing of & memorandum of cooﬁ-
eration earlier this year 1o estab-
lish renminbi_(RME) clearin
arrangements in Brazil, accord-
ing to Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokespersan Mao Ning INP

Zhob National
Highway closed

due to landslide

PESHAWAR: The National
Highway in Zhob, Dera lsmail
Khan at the point of Dana Sar will
remain completely closed for the
next 24 hours due to landslide
occurred as a result of recent tor-
rential rains, authorities said on
Sunday

A flood-like situation has arisen
in the mountainous area of
Sulaiman Range, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa_and border area of
Balochistan following the heavy
rain

According to the Pakistan
Disaster Man?cmcnt Authonty,
due 1o landslide at the point of
Khan Rosh Dana Sar in Zhob,
Dera Ismail Khan, several vehicles
have been damaged and there have
been reports of injuries to several
people. Many passenger buses and
vehicles have been stuck at Dana

ar,
Dc%uly Commissioner Sherani
said_ that due to landslip in Zhab,
I Khan, the Na[wna[ﬂ Highway
will remain closed for the next 24
The administration has
warmned the people not to rravel en
the highway. TNP

Three alleged
dacoits killed in
two police
encounters in
Sindh

Three dacoits were
two all\:&cd, police
encounters  in  Ghotki  and
Jacobabad, police reported an
Sundag.

In Ghotki, a police party was
patroliin Gadu Link Road in

baru when it saw dacoits there,
Both police and dacoits traded fire.

s a result, two unknown dacoits
were killed and two of their
accomplices fled

The identity of the slain dacoits
was yet 1o be revealed.

Police said that the bodies of the
da{cm(ﬁ were shifted to the hospi-
tal

GHOTKI
killed in

Separately, a dacoit was killed
while his two accomplices man-

aged to flee during an alleged
police encounter in the precincts of
Abad Police Station Jacobabad.

Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) claimed that the dead dacoit
was_identified as Shafiq alias
Shafu Sarki and weapons, motor-
cycle and mobile phones were
recovered from his possession

He said the deceased was want-
ed by the police in more than two
dozen of cases including robbs
and possession af illegal weapons

The SSP said that the area has
been cordoned off to arrest other
fleeing dacoits. INP
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AJK projects under CPEC to
bring about energy revolution
in Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD :The
energy sector in Azad
Jammu
?\JK) has
rom the CI
its hydropower potential
contributes sigmificant]

to meeting Pakistans  erated by the Wapda, ATK
auﬂgi; demands. The PPIB, and AJK PDO in
state has great potei AJK. Moreover, the AJK

for producing mini, medi-

um-  an
hydropowe
" Falkin

and

1 projects.

2 1o WealthPK
Chief Engineer of Civil
AJK Power Development

source of

Kashmir
t a boost
C because [:lem

large-scale  supporting

identify,

nomic growth of Pakistan
with a cheap and stable
. energy in

future” Sharing the sup-
documents with
‘ealthPK, he said a total
of 2,634.62MW was gen-

government is_actively

efforts 1o
conduct
studies, design, and build
hydropower projects in
the state to manage the

ects. Hydropower, with
proper planming and man-
agement, s a catalyst for
}onilerm improvéments
in the country’s growth,”
Shahid said He further
said, “The imegrated use
of water and energy is a
key eomponent of long.
term sustainability. Power
eneration in ATK direct-
y helps Pakistan redress
s energy deficit and con-
tribute {0 ils economic
development. In the years
to come, it will turmn

site

Organization  Shahid  development of indige- around Pakistan's energy
Igbal said, “The electrici-  nous resources. There are  sector, rejuvenate (ts
ty produced by the power 60 and 24 identified industry and help attract
plants in AJK is sold to  hydropower  potential rivate_investment,” he
the National  projects in AJK under the  added Talking to
Transmission and  public and private sectors  WealthPK,  socio-eco-
D1§r|1alc Company  respectively with a total  nomic develngmenl SE&
(NTDC) which redistrib-  capacity of 8535 92MW. cialist in the CPEC
utes it across Pakistan “CPEC will be helpful  Authority Muhammad

and AJK
national grid. All these
ects have the
potential io gready con-
tribute to the socio-eco-

mega pr

throu;

maximum  shortfi

KARACHI:A voiunteer distributing free sweetened milk as

brak the fast approaches.

in power generation in
Pakistan by reducing the

producing the maximum
number of power proj-

Adnan Khan said, “CPEC
15 not just a road or devel-
opment project but a
strategic alliance between
two nations INP
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Increasing ratio of suicides in Balochistan

Syed Ali Shak Analysis

In Balochistan, the ratio of suicides continues to increase especially

among the women segment of society at an alarming level.

ratistics

shared by a little-known Paank, a non-governmental erganization about
the alarming increase in the number of suicide cases should be an eye-

opener for policymakers.

The m;lmmzmmn reports 56 suicide cases most of them women during
i

the last 1

ree months in Balochistan, Last
reported across Balochistan. The cases must

ear, 80 suicide cases were
ge higher than what is being

guolcd by the NGO since most of the cases go unnoticed in rural
alochistan because of social and tribal taboos

Mental stress, social-tribal taboos,
unemployment and poverty main
reasons behind the increasing
suicides ratio

Mental stress, social-tribal taboos, unemployment and pove

appeared

o be the underlying reasons behind the incréasing ratio of suicides. And

this phenomenon is not confined to Balochistan rather it is an

against smugglers in €

Nawaz Sharif
likely to spend
last days of
Ramadan in
Saudi Arabia

LONDON: The former prime min-
ister and Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo Nawaz
Sharif is expected to spend the last
days of Ramadan in Saudi Arabia

Former prime minister would leave
for Saudi Arabia to perform Umrah on
an invitation of the Saudi ruler. Sharif
would be the roval guest in the coun-
try, they adds -’\Dr_.mding? to media
reports, the news of Shant’s planned
visit to Saudi Arabia has led to specu-
lation that he may use the opportunity
to return to Pakistan. However, there
has been no official confirmation from
Sharif or his_ party about his gﬂans to
return. Sharif left for Lon
November 19, 2019, after he was
released by the Islamahad High Court
on bail from a seven-year sentence for
corruption. INP

PDM launched
direct attack
on Pakistan'
constitution:

Fawad

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Ceniral Secretary of
Information Fawad Chaudhry has said
that the meetings and announcements
of eriminals who violate the constitu-
tion and orders hold no significance.

Reacting to the statements made at
the moetings of the PDM partes, for,
mer federal minister said, it was hoped
that the group respensible for spread-
|r|% chaos and incitement in Pakistan
will apologize for the deaths of two
dozen citizens who died while stand-
ing in queues for flour However,
instead of expressing remorse, they
have launched a direct_attack on
Palistan's constitution while continu-
ing their history of brutali

'TI leader Fawad Chaudhry further
stated that this same fascist group is
responsible for the most severe eco-
nomic and political crisis in Pakistan.
During the last 11 months, they have
disrupted the base of economy and
government's policies. The only solu-
fion to the political and economic
crises in the m_)unn? is_transparent
elections, in }\‘whlch they foresee their

pelitical death. P

He stated that Article 224 of the
constitution gives a clear and unequiv-
ocal mandate for elections within 90
days after the dissolution of assem-
blies. This issue is not about fine,
seven, five, or three-member bench; it
is a matter of a constitutional deadline
of 90 days for the elections. PDM
wants to entangle the nation in confu-
sion about judges and benches to
escape from the elections, supposed to
be held within 90 days.

He said that through audio leaks,
this criminal minded group wants to
target the judges and keep the
Supreme Court away from of protect-
ing the constitution, while also trying
to keep the bench busy in protests
z(ig,mnsn its formation. The Supreme
“ourt should be allowed to protect the
constitution and take legal action
against the perpetrators INF

Chaudhry
Sarwar advises
CJP to put his

own house in
order

ISLAMABAD: Former Punjab gov-
ernor and Pakistan Muslim JLen &=
Quaid (PML-0}) leader Chaudhry
Sarwar reacted to “cracks” in the
Supreme Court of Pakistan ranks on
the issue of the delay of elections in
Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
urged the top court judge 1o put his

sue faced

ABBOTTABAD:Police Personnel arrest fake Pak Army Major al

by different parts of the globe

&l
Especially. frequent cases of suicides have been reported on social
media from Balochistan’s Mekran division. A growing number of cases in
ekran, which is considered to be the intellectual capital of Balochistan

are‘dismrbi

Ing.
WHO deﬁ%ms mental health ag afs(ale of mental well-being that enables

people to cope with the stress of life

¢ World Health Organisation defines mental health as a state of men-

Zhob DI Khan highway

e R S 2
ong with a tons of Hashish dur-

PML-N should pass on interior,
finance portfolios if unable to
handle issues: PPP MNA

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan

Peoples Party (PPP) MNA Qadir
Mandokhail s assailed the per-
formance of Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) minis-
ters, saying that the party should
hand aver the finance and interior
mimistries to other coalition part-
ners if it was unable to handle
issues. ; :
The lawmaker said, while
speaking 1o a private TV channel
that the PML-N ministers ha
mishandled the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) agreement
and Pdkistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan's

arrest
“The Punjab IGP should also be
unished for his failure to arrest
mran Khan,” he added
e said_that PML-M's Senior
Vice President Maryam Nawaz
had said it was not her govemn-
ment even though her uncle was
the prime minister of the country
“People cannot be fooled by
such talk.” he added
e also cnticised Finance

Minister Ishaq Dar over his state-
ment about “not compromising on
the country’s nuclear programme”
in the Senate,

Demanding 4 probe against
him, Mandokhail said that the PPP
would not compromise on the
country’s nuclear and missile pro-

grammes.
The PPP MNA also lashed out
at Interior Minister Rana

Sanaullah and Punjab 1G for mis-
handling Imran Khan's arrest
issue.

“I told Rana Sanaullah to han-
dle the situation wisely, but he
failed to_control one person and
the situation worsened.”

To _a «question on Nawaz
Sharif’s return, Mandokhail said:

“Itis good that Mawaz Sharif is
not coming back to Pakistan as the

PP is getting stronger on the
political Front

He also opposed a proposed ban
on PTI-I am not in favour of
imposing a ban_on any pelitical
party, we must fight them polii-
cally."INP

Significant decline in
militant attacks in
March 2023: PICSS

ISLAMABAD: A sigmficant
decline in militant attacks was
observed during March 2023;

however, resultant casual
remained almost the same as in
February 2023

The security forces foiled many
attacks during the month by elim-
inating at least 38 militants while
arresting 35 others.

According to statistics released
by an Islamabad-based think tank
Pakistan Institute for Conflict and
Secunity Studies $5). Mar
2023 wimessed a 36 percent
decline in militant attacks com-
pared with February 2023 The
think tank reported 37 militant
attacks during March, in which 57
ienple were killed and 72 injured.

Februal had  witness: 58
atiacks, in which 59 people were
killed and 134 wounded. £

PICSS also recorded a decline
in suicide attacks in March, as

only one such attack was reported,
while February witnessed three
suicide bombings.

here was a fifty percent
decline in the number of militant
attacks in Balochistan, but result-
ant deaths slightly increased. The
militants carned out 11 militant
attacks in March, in which 28

le were killed and 35 inju
he lone suicide attack in March
was also reported from the Bolan
area of Balochistan, where ten
people were killed The attack was
claimed by DAESH and a new
group Tehreek-e-Jihad Pakistan
separately. &

The most significant improve-
ment in the security situation was
observed in the tribal districts of
Khyber Pakhwunkhwa. Six mili-
tant attacks were recorded in
March against 16 in Februar]y
while the deaths declined from 16
to five INP

Incumbent government
‘violating’
constitution: Ali Nawaz

SHAKARGARH Pakistan
Awami Tehreek (PAT) secretary
general, Ali Nawaz Gandapur
on Sunday said that the incum-
bent government is “violating
the constitution

Talking to journalists in
Punjah‘s%haergarh, Ali Nawaz
Gandapur alleged that parties
united under the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM)
are safeguarding their personal
interests

g will stand with the
Constitution of Pakistan if any-
one tries 1o violate it, he added.
Gandapur said the country will
bear a huge loss if fair and
thrallésparcnt elections are not

<

The PAT secretary general
further said that the caretaker
government will automatically
I T 5 =

-

end after 90 days
arlier, former premier and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chief Tmran Khan appealed to
the nation to stand united for
the  supremacy of  the
Canstitution in the country_
While addressing PTI work-
ers and supporters via video
link today, Imran Khan warmned
that the country would not be
able 1o survive if the nation
does not stand for the suprema-
cy of the Constitution
He alleged that the ruling
Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) announced to not accept
the verdict of the top court. He
further said that the ruling par-
ties decided to only accept the

verdicts in their favour and
reject  all  verdicts against
them.INP

blocked

Khan Mandokhail

The Zhob Dera lIsmail Khan
highway was blocked after land-
shides in the Kohe Suleman moun-
tains in the wee hours of Sunday
Several passengers were injured as
a result of landslides in the Dana

ar Koh ¢ Suleman mountains
levies officials said. However,
there was no exact information
about the number of injured

Hundreds of small and heavy
vehicles were stranded in the Dana
Sar mountaing because of the land-
slide. Hazrat Wali Kakar, Deputy
Commissioner Sherani has urged
the people to avoid traveling on the
highway Heavy rainfall in the area
has caused landslides in the rugged
Kohe Suleman mountains. The

CM directs to
prepare design
for building
tower type
modern jails

LAHORE:Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has direct-
ed_to prepare design for | -
building tower type mod-
em jails in the province.

airing  a  special
meeting 1n_Lahore, he

id new jails in Punjab
will be ec}ulpped with the
latest facilities and securi-
ty equipment. He said set-
ting up_of IT Centers in
Jails will also be consid-
ered to impart lafest
knowledge to prisoners.
Under the  Chief

Minister's direction, pris-
oners' meeting duration
with relatives has been
extended from 20 minutes
to 35 munutes. During the
meetin; pariicipants
were informed that more
than 20 thousand prison-
ers have already complet-
ed TEVTA ~technical
courses INP

Maryam to
address
lawyers’
convention in
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDL: PML-
N Senior Vice-President | g
and Chief Organizer 2

aryam Nawaz Shanf
will "visit Rawalpindi on
Tuesday (April 4) where
she address lawyers con-
vention.

According to sources.
Maryam  Nawaz _will
address the convention at
Judicial amplex
Rawalpindi. She will also
discuss prevailing politi-

in City.

cal situation and other
issues

with  PML-N
di leaders and
aryam  will
also preside over a meet-
Ing to activate party’s
local media cell, youth
and women wings and
other organisations. INP

Bodies of 5
Pakistanis who
died in Iran ed
cylinder blast
arrive in
Naudero
NAUDERO: Dead
bodies of five Pakistanis
who had died in a gas
cylinder explosion in Tran

réached their village in
Sindh city of Naudero on
Sunda;

Sunday

nday.
FiveYPakiiLar\i nationals
including three children
belonging to same family
died in the mishap in Iran
22 days ago. %

The deceased included
19-year-old Ghul.

aza,
Mahram Ali while the
children were identified
as Umme Farva, Pathani
and Shireen. INP

Koh e Sulean

political and constitutional crisis

“We will save the country from Imran
Khan, who is bent upon creating chaos
and anarchy by misleading the youth,”
the minister said in a news statement
while reacting to Imran Khan's remarks
in an interaction with journalists

She said the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief had not only deceived the
masses but also lied to them, but time

ad_come for their emancipation from
“evil like Imran Khan'

Marriyum said Imran Khan had prom-
ised to end corruption in 90 days and
vowed fo rectify the govemance and
economic situation within first 100 days

Pakistan

a

The cumulative sales volume of
Chinese-brand pa
reached 11.766 million units in 2022, up
22.8 percent year-on-year.

This 1s due to continuous break-
throughs in core technolagies, improve-
ment in design and manufacturing qual-
ity, and accelerated innovation in intelli-

tal well-being that enables people to cape with the stresses of life, realize
their abilities, learn well, and contribute to the community, Mental health
is a basic human night, but in the non-urban social setup in Bals st
mental health issues that include mental disorders, ial disabi]
ties as well as the risk of self-harm, are generally ignored and not given d
right level of importance. o

n most cases, people commit suicide due to stress and depression to get
rid of worldly issues. There have been no proper health institutions to pro-
vide counseling to mentally challenged peopfe

Physiatry institutes should be
established on the district level

The health department established a physiawry institute in the Bolan
Medical Complex Hospital (BMCH) after the hectic efforts of well-known
psyehiatrist Dr. Ghulam Rasool. However, the institution needs more man-
power and facilities to treat mcmallr il SUUD]L‘.

Such institutes need to be established on district levels to make sure
timely medical i y chal d

It is ironic of fate that mental disorder/stress is hardly considered an il
ness in our society. People take it very lightly and easily and prefer to
avoid psychiatrists. An awareness program should be launched by the
Balochisian government to create awareness among the people about men-
tal disorders and other depression issues.

e

after landslides in

Lo Lok Lialdy
inks Balochistan waitl Punjab province and Islamabad.

Imran Khan responsible for
raft of crises’: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister for
Information
Marriyum_Auran;
high time to save the youth from

‘mischief) of Imran Khan who was sole-
v responsible for prevailing economic,

of his government tenure. 10 million
jobs and five million houses were also
part of his promises to the nation before
coming into power, she recalled, adding
all proved to be word of his mouth,
nothing substantial He also claimed that
he would not only bring 200 economic
experts into the country from abroad,
but also take initiatives to atract $200
billion investment in Pakistan, but all of
those promises were nothing but
lies.“Time for Imran Khan's deception
and fraud is over now,” the minister said
while lashing out at the PTI chief’s
“facilitators who has been abetting him
in his crimes™. “Whoever assisting Imran

and Broadcasting
szeb has said it was
“Fitna

Khan ir Sflr_nnd ng chaos and anarchy is
a ciminal,” Marnyum said, adding all
those “terrorists”™ who threw petrol
bombs on personnel of the Law
Enforcement Agencies would be taken
to the task INP

DI:Commissioner Liagat Ali Chatha talking to the media

sons after visiting the Free Floor distribution Center at Municipal Cnrpnrall,i:m

PMD forecast another

spell of rainfall in

upper parts of country

ISLAMABAD: Another westerly D
wave 15 hikely {o enter western parts
of the country from 02nd April
(Sunday) evening or night and like-
Iy to intensify i upper parts on
Monday, Met Office predicted.
Under is influence, rain with
wind or thunderstorm and isolated
heavy falls and hailstorm is expect-
n Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan,
Peshawar and other districts of KP,
Islamabad,
Potohar region, Lahore and several
districts of central Punjab from
today (Sunday) to Odth April.
Isolated rain with wind or thun-
derstorm is expected in northeast
Balochistan an |

artment (PMD) said
Strong wind and hailstorm may
cause damage to lose infrastructure
and standing crops particularl
wheat crop in the country, PM
cautioned

Heavy Rains may cause Flash
Floods  in  Swabi, Mardan,
Peshawar, Mansehra, Abbottabad,
Dir, Swat, Kohistan, Nowshera,
Waziristan, Bajur, Kurram, Kashmir
on Monday and Tuesday Liurmg the
forecast Pennd.

Landslides may occur in_ hilly
areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir, Murree
and Gallivat during the forecast
period. Tourists have been advised
to onday, to remain more cautious during the
Meteorological period INP

Market share of

Murree.  Galliyat,

1 south Punjab from
evening

Chinese-brand passenger
vehicles increase to 49.9 pct

ISLAMABAD: Market share of
Chinese-brand o
surged to 49.9 percent in 2022, up 5.
percentage points, according to official

. As product quality and service
improve, the country’s automobile
export_made new progress. Dat
cates that China exported 2.52% million
passenger cars in 2022, up 56.7 percent
year-on-year,

The annual sales of new energy vehi-
cles reached 6.887 million last year in
China, with a year-on-year growth of
93.4 percent, and the market share
increasing fo 35 6 percert, 12 | percent-
age points higher than the previous year,
Among them, the Chinese brand new

assenger  vehicles

assenger  vehicles

gent networking and electnfication tech-
rm]nlgxm and business models
China’s energy density of a single
mass production power battery has
reached 300 watt-hours/kg, which is at
the international Ieadm%‘WeweW.
sl

energy vehicle market share was as high
a5 799 percent This 15 due to continuous
breakthroughs in core technologies,
improvement in design and manufactur-
ing quality, and accelerated innovation
in intelligent networking and electrifica-
The monthly market share of Chinese-  tion technologies and business models.
brand passenger cars has climbed steadi- China's energy density of a single
= ly since reaching 50 percent in mass:gruducuun power battery has
ember 2022, reaching 56.8 percent  reached 300 watt-hourstkg, which is at
ecember. the international leading level INT

own house in orderin_an intervi
with private news TV channel,
Chaudhry Sarwar backed the ruling
coalition’s stance on elections, saying
polls should be held across the country
at once as current political and eco-
nomic turmoil harms the country’s
national interests Mr_Sarwar took a
sw_lx_Te at Pakistan Tehreek-e-Tnsaf
PTI) supremo Imran Khan, saying
that during his tenure INP

QUETTA:A man is busy purchasing different items for iftari urinz the holy fasting
month of Ramadan at kasi Road.




