First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan

Editor : Asim Khan

UETTA VOI

Www Https:// www.quettavoice.com/

ABC Certified

C

Rs.10.00 Vol. V No.27

Email adderss:
dquettavoicegmail.com

Tuesday 04
April, 2023

D @) W K] Quettavoice

Husband Wife shot

dead in Sibi
Balochistan

UoB employees
protest against non
payment of salaries

SC to announce all-important
verdict on PTI petition challenging
delay in Punjab polls To

I

The Supreme Court will
announce its verdict on the
PTT's petition challenging the
Election  Commission™  of
Pakistan's (ECP) dﬁcisinu o
postpone polls to the Punjab
Aszsembly 1l Oct 8 on Tueséav
(loamoarow )

A three-member bench —
comprising Chief Justive of
Pakistan (CIP} Umar Ata
Bandial, Justice ljazul Ahsan
and Justice Munib Akhtar
reserved the judegment today
after hearing all the parties,
including the government, the
PTI, the ECP and others
However, it did not hear the
counsels of the coaliten par-
ties.

Govt submits
“concise
statement”
requesting
formation of
full court

CIP says harmony among
judges crucial for top cour
while judicial proceedings are
made ~ public, consultations
among judges considered inter-
nal matters

Court _stops PPP, PML-N
lawyers from presenting argu-
metts on the basis of the coali-
tion government expressing no-
confidence in the bench hearing
the case o

PTT says govi failed to pres-
ent consfitutional argument for

di.z'laﬁ'm%pu]_ls ;

The hearings in the case,
which lasted over a week, wit-
nessed high drama after two

Pakistan

o
—_— o
J—

judges of the onginal five-
— Justices
Jamal Khan Mandokhail and
Aminuddin Khan — recused
themselves from hearing the
case, Thereafter, the CIF con-
stituted a bench comprising
himself, Justice Ahsan and
lustice Akhtar 10 proceed with
the PTI petition

Earlier today, the goverm- 3 instead after Justice Jamal
ment submitted a statement
through Attor

member b

Awan, requesting the formation
of a full court to hear the case,
Tt also sought the dismissal of
the PTI petition in the light of
reted as a “4-37
y the apex court

what it mte
order 15sued
on March | )

The apex court, had in a 3-2
verdict, ruled on March 1 that

Wi o
elections in Khyher
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab —
both of which have been under
caretaker govermnments since
the provincial assemblies were
dissolved in January — should
be held within 20 days

The zovernment, however,
had disputed with the courl
directions, calling the verdict 4-

Khan Mandokhail and Justice
Sved Mansoor Ali Shah — who
were among the four judges
who had written additional
notes in the Feb 23 order —
raised objections on the consti-
tution of the bench as well as
the invecation of the apex
court’s suo motu junsdiction by
the chief justice. ]
However, the CIP rejected
the government's request for a

General for
Mansoor

estied

full court and instead su
that a larger bench could be

sought.
Dgurin_g the hearing today, the

secretanes of the finance and
defence ministries briefed the
courl and submitted their
respective reports

‘Government
cannot boycott
proceedings’

AGP Awan, ECP lawyers
Irfan Qadir and Sajeel Swati,
PTI lawyer Ali Zafar, and PPP
counsel Faroog H. Naek were

resent in the courtroom as the
nearing commenced today.

The secretaries of finance

day

and interior ministries were
also in attendance.

At the outset of the hearing,
Maek came to the rostrum,
Justice Bandial asked the

Hirak bridge
construction to

be completed by
April 15: DS

Railway

lawyer if PPP had ended its
boycolt against the count hear-
ing to which the latter replied
that he had not boycotted the
procecdings.

“How can you boycott [the
heanngJ’ on one side and also
attend the hearing on the other
hand,” Justice Akhtar won-
dered. “For the last 48 hours,
the media has been saving that
political parties have expressed
no confidence in the bench

“How will you present your
arguments if you don't have
confidence in us?” the judge
asked and then stated that the
court would only hear Maek if
he withdrew the statement —
joimly issued by coalition |ead-
ers last week expressing “com-

lete no-confidence™ in the
ench.

‘Only court

has authority
to delay polls’

Subsequently, AGP Awan
began _Fresenll ng his argu-
ments, The lawyer highlighted
that the PT1 petition was based
on the SC’s March 1 verdict, in
which the apex court had
instructed the president to § gy
select a date for elections in
Punjab and the governor to pick
a date for polls in KP"But the
KP governor never selected a d
ate until the petition was filed,” | oq]
he pointed out “The question 15
how can the ECP give the date
of Oct 8 for polls,” the CIP said
here Web Desk
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Hirak bndge located in
the migged mountains of
Bolan would be complet-
ed by Apnl 15. This was
by the

Divisiomnal
Supenintendent (DS) of
Rallways, Fareed Ahmed
while talking to reporters.
_ “Direct {rain service sion of train
from Balochistan to the
rest of the country would
be restored very soon”,
Ahmed said. The
process of reconstruction
of the Hirak bridge would
be completed by April 15
this month. “Clur techni-
team made hectic
efforts to ensure timely
reconstruction  of  the
bridge”. the DS Railway
mentioned

Mir Salam Jogezai Hirak bridge
QUETTA:The con- 0 constructed
struction of the ancient in the 1880s

The British-built rail-
way bndge collapsed
because of heavy rainfall
and flash floods in August
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2022, The collapse of the
ancient bridge built by
English Rulers in the
18205 caused the suspen-
Service
between Balochistan and
other parts of the country.

Passengers suffered a
lot because of the col-
lapse of the British-

built bridge in the
Bolan district of
Balochistan. The

Pakistan Railways was
operaling train service
from Mach to the rest
of the country to facili-
tate the passengers.

UoB employees protest against non payment of salaries

{hir Reporter

QUETTA Emplovees and faculty mem-
bers of the University of Balochistan
(UoB) staged a protest demonstration
against the non-payment of salarnes on

onday. The emplovees staged a protest
demonstration inside the university and
demanded immediate payment of salaries.

Teaching Staff
and faculty
members of Law
college protesting

The protesters raised slozans in favor of

Boycott will
continue till a
solution to the
issue: Kaleem

Bareech

_ Employees demanded immediate resolu-
tion of the financial crisis of UoB, The
Jaint Action Committes boycotted teaching
and administrative affairs against the finan-
cial crisiz in the institution, (lasses,
offices, and transport were also closed at
Balochistan University and adjacent sub-
campuses were under the boyeotl.

“Balochistan University emplovees have
not been paid for the last two months™ The
boyeott will continue until the end of the
financial crisis and the payment of salaries.

Law College
closed as a result
of non-payment of
salaries

It is also noteworthy that Law College
has also been closed due to non-payment of
salaries for the last two “months,
Balochistan University of Information
Technol Engineering and Mana%cment
Sciences (BUITEMS) lecturers and faculty
members staged a protest nst the mon-
payment of salares. The university's facul-

It should be noted that yesterday the
Joint  Action Committee of LDOB
announced a boycott of all services against
the financial crisis. On this occasion, the
leader of the Joint Action Committee,
| Professor Kaleem Barech said that

ending the financial crisis of the university
and the payment of salaries. They criticized
the provincial dgm-emmem and raised slo- y
gans to provide the employees with the

right to live.

PM Shehbaz takes exception to
CJP’s remarks during SC
hearing on Punjab polls

?1' ook to grounds demanding payment of
their salaries. There is too much inflation
and we can nol meet our basic needs due o
no salaries from the unmiversity, a facully
member of BUITEMS stated,

Husband Wife shot dead in
Sibi Balochistan

Staff Reporter
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on g abill aimed at clipping powers of the | ——————
Monday took exception to remarks = CJP and giving the q%ﬂ to appeal in Unknown  armed
made by Chief Justice of Pakistan all suo motu cases with retrospective § accused entered a

(CIP) Umar Ata Bandial duning the
Supreme Court heanng on the post-
ponement of palls in Punjab For the
ast week, the top court has been
iearing the PTI's petition against the
Election Commission of Pakistan’s
(ECP) decision o postpone polls to
the Punjab Assembly 6l October 8
Earlier today, the court reserved its
verdict in the case During the hear-
ing conducted on March 31, the CIP
had made the following remarks;

effect sailed through the Senate | house in the Sibi area
without being sent to the relevant | of Balochistan and
standing commitiee. The bill, titled § left two people shot
the “Supreme Court (Practice and J dead. According to the
Procedure) Bill 2023°, seeks to take | details. this incident
away the discretionary powsts of he J took _place on_the
JP to take suo motu notice, form ST
benches and allocate cases in an fl_f:ff ;qrr;gﬁingg HS]_:E:
individual capacity. Addressing the déad: Nigiv: Mucaoed
CIP's remarks on the floor of the § 9680 WAST SR
National Assembly, the premier said | and s Wite Police
that Pakistan's history was rife with | rushed to the spot of
examples of individuals serving | the incident to start an
1 Invesigaton mto the

prison sentences for having a partic- § INV: 10 I _
ular stance or pomt of view.Web | incident. The culprits escaping from the s
were successful in  ite. The dead bodies

CPDI urges CM Balochistan to form
information commission

Commission have not been appointed. This delay 15 a violation of the law
(2] o

and undermines the purpose of the Balochistan Right to Information Act.
b, B

= ¢
tors, They are now talking ower
“Today, when you go to parliament, there, and being respected because
vou find people addressing the par-  they are representatives of the peo-
liament who were till yesterday in  ple.”
captivity, imprisoned, cécla:ed trai- The remarks had come a day after

were handed over to

[ cessary medical pro-
their heirs after the ne

cedures.

News Desk

QUETTA: The Centre for Peace and Development Initiatives (bCPDII)%
has called upon the Chief Minister of Balochistan to aEpoin! members
the Balochistan Information Commission, as required by the Balochistan
Right to Information Act, 2021 ) )

e CPD] has emphasized that the establishment of the Information
Commission is crtical for promoting transparency and accountability in
the povernment. ) ) o

e Balochistan Right to Information Act was passed by the Provineial
Assembly on February 1. 2021, and received the assent of the Governor of
Balochistan on February 15, 2021 The Act mandates the Balochistan gov-
ernment to appoint members of the Baloechistan Information Commission
within 180 days of the commencement of the Act under Section 18(1).

Two years on, the government is yet to
establish an information commission

_ However, despite this legal obligation, it has been more than two vears
since the passage of this Act, and members of the Balochistan Information

CPDI Chief writes a letter to the CM Balochistan

In a letter addressed to the Chief Minister of Balochistan, the Executive
Director of CEDI, Mukhtar Ahmed Ali, highlighted the importance of
access to information for promoting good governance, reducing cormp-
tion. and ensuring accountability in public institutions. )

CPDI urged the Chief Mimister to take immediate action to establish the
Balochistan Information Commission and fulfill the government’s obliga-
tions under the Balochistan Right to Information Act; 2021, .

Mukhtar Ahmed Ali further stated that Balochistan is the only province
where the Information Commission has not been established yet, depriv-
|n% citizens of their rght 1o information o ) .

ie emphasized that access to information is a fundamental fight

enshrined in the Constitution of Pakistan, and the establishment of the
Balochistan Information Commission is crucial for protecting this night,

CPIN calls on the government of Balochistan to take urgent action and
appoint members of The Balochistan Information Commission to ensure
transparency and accountability in the government.
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Increasing ratio of suicides
in Balochistan

In Balochistan, the ratio of suicides continues to increase especially among
the women segment of society at an alarming level. Statistics shared by a little-
known Paank, a non-governmental orgamzation about the alarming increase in
the number of smaide cases should be an eye-opener for policymakers.

The organization reports 56 suicide cases most of them women during the last
three months in Balochistan. Last year, 80 suicide cases were reported across
Balochistan, The cases must be higher than what is I:aem%quule by the NGO

since most of the cases go unnoticed 1in rural Balochistan

tribal taboos

ccause of social and

Mental stress, social-tribal taboos, unemployment and poverty main reasons
behind the increasing suicides ratio
Mental stress, social-tribal taboos, unemplovment and poverty appeared to be
the underlying reasons behind the increasing ratio of suicides. And this phe-
nomengn 1s not confined to Balochistan rather it is an issue faced by different

parts of the globe.

Especially, frequent cases of suicides have been reported on social media
from Balochistan's Mekran division, A growing number of cases in Mekran,
which is considered to be the intellectual capital of Balochistan are disturbing.

WHO defines mental health as a state of mental well-being that enables peo-
ple to cope with the stress of life

The World Health Organisation defines mental health as a state of mental
wc!!-bzinig that enables people to cope with the stresses of life, realize therr

e

abilities,

human right, but in the non-urban social setup in .
1ssues that include mental disorders, psychosocial disabilities as well as the nsk
of self-harm, are generally ignored and noi given the right level of imporiance.

In most cases, people commit suicide due to stress and depression to get nd

of worldly issues,

counseling to mentally challenged people.

Physiat

arn well, and contribute to the community. Mental health 15 a basic
alochistan, mental health

iere have been no proper health institutions to provide

institutes should be established on the district level

The health depariment established a physiatry institute in the Bolan Medical
Complex Hospital (BMCH) after the hectic efforts of well-known psychiatrist
Dr. Ghulam Rasool. However, the institution needs more manpower and facili-
ties to treat mentally ill people Such institutes need to be established on district
levels to make sure timely medical treatment/counseling of mentally challenged

people

It is irome of fate that mental disorder/stress is hardly considered an iflness

in pur society. People take it ve

lightly and easily and prefer to avoid psychi-

atrists. An awareness program should be launched by the Balochistan govern-
ment to create awareness among the people about mental disorders and other

Withering Public Institution

pv'
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The beleaguered p-LiE:-

lic offices have come
under 8 mew wave of
employee associations
broadening the turf war,
The new rallying point
is to assert the right for
the coveted packages in
wages given to  the
provincial secretariat,
Guided by the tools
employed by secretariat
employees to secure
bloated wages in com-
parison with the
attached depariment, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further
asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of
attached  departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees, A
few days back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
announced  its  with-

alliance of other
employees’ associa-
tions. The alliance was
formed to put pressure
an the government for
demands they all
shared: which included
the rise in pav and
allowances and to
address the discrepan-
cies.

A growing
number of
employees
adding public
grievances

The growing number
of employee associa-
tions, in the name of
their welfare, under-
scares the growing utili-
ty of forming pressure
groups 1o rotract
spheres of influence.
Taking a cue from the
past, the growing trend
will I:lr]n% SETIOUS Pris-
sure on the frail institu-
tional framework
adding to public griev-
ances.

One of the phenome-
na, engendered by
EFGWIH,I:." Pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large thal
institutions have expo-
nentially grown in size,
while at the same time
turned into pathetically
ossified entities, fore-
telling their imminent

will not only bring
about suffering for all
emplovees associated
with these institutions
but it will also add to
the flight of the public
at large. The bloated
oversize of  public
departments in associa-
tion with their age-old
calcified nature has
turned them into a self-
Serving  superstructure
and lost relevance to the
Ccommon man,

A department
created for the
general public
furned into a
service provider
for employees
only

A department created
for the service of the

general  public  has
turned into a service
provider for  their

respective employees.
All the offices at dis-
trict, divisional or
provincial levels have
more affairs related to
employees than that of
the ones for whose wel-
fare the same are creal-

The  resources
placed at the disposal of
these imstitutions with
the aim to alleviate the
issues of cilizens, are
arrogated to themselves
and have turned into a

bone of contention for
members of the institu-
tions, Speaking of per-
sonal experience of a
department, with dis-
trict and divisional level
offices, it was noted that
more than 20% of the
correspondence  made
with that office was
related to the personal
aftairs of the employees
working in that deparn-
ment, It 15 the case with
every public sector
institution. Their raison
detre is service unto
el

Element
of powers
keep their
opponents

at bay

The element of powers
among emplovees’ asso-
ciations also include larg-
er size; the larger the
size, the more nuisance
value to keep the oppo-
nent at bay At the
provincial  secretariat
with the aim to enlarge
its own size demdesﬁd
clerical stafT positions are
exponentially expanded
leading to a “one size fits
all” structure. Despite
specialization in every
field wrning into a nomm,
the public sector is stuck
in an age-old manage-
ment model The infor-

Asghar Harifal

opment has turned the
public sector structure
into an obsolete entity,
The manpower and the
machine have found no
compatibility. The only
change in the last 75
years is that number of

ositions has shifted
TOIm ONe service pto
another Mutual bargain-

ing among the service
groups is termed reform
in the systern. A third-
body assessment guided
nnl{ by the public inter-
est has never taken place.

The resistance to cha
nge has not only left the
public sector unwork-
able, the private sector
has overtaken it in the
market, When private
BeClor BEFVICES arg
required from the market,
the public sector func-
tionaries are found total-
Iy clueless about the
trend in the market, Res
ultantly, the public sector
is uniformly character-
ized by sub-standard qua
lity. The public sector has
still not parted from the
role, long performed by it
but is now overtaken by t
he pnvate sector with b
etter performance. A rol ¢
swap from a player toar
egulator has stll not tak e
n place. The role of regu |
ator, which should have b
een taken by the public s
ector, is distasteful for il

The author is a serv-
ing Balochistan
Secretary for Archives

The economy of space | Great debates

Owing to phenomenal
advancements in com-
munication technology
and artificial intelligence
(Al), space has become
et another frontier of
uman exploration.
While the growing
weaponization of space
has become an issue of
concern, reliance  on
space-based technology
or commercial purposes
has also increased.

The commercializa-
tion of space has created
new opportunities  for
businesses -  from
launching satellites to
mining asteroids and
other celestial bodies for
valuable resources. The
benefits of space explo-
ration and its uses are
manifold, and global
poOWers are investing in
this field 10 explore its
potential  for scientific
and economic advance-
ment.

According to a report
by the Space
Foundation, the global
space industry generated
revenues over 3469 bil-
lion in 2021, With its
skilled workforce and
expertise in science and
technology, Pakistan is
gradually making efforts
to explore this dimen-
sion, With increasing
private investment in
space-tech, startup tech-
nologies [0 ease move-
ment and communica-
tions, it 15 high time
Pakistan prioritized
investment in the space
industry,

Pakistan was among
the first 10 countries to
start @ space programme
in 1961 under the leader-

ship of the late Nobel
Laureate Dr  Abdus
Salam, as chairperson of
the Space Upper
Atmosphere  Resecarch
Commission {Suparco).
The progress in hamess-
ing space technology has
however been rather
slow. Much of the criti-
cism goes to the politico-
ECONOIMIC Uncertainties
and ﬁer’ludic financial
crunches that Suparco
had 1o face soon after the
successful launch of the
satellite “Rehbar-1" on
June 7, 1962, Howevet,
in an increasingly fragile
global environment
where the space arena
remains lawless,
Pakistan can no longer
remain_oblivious to the
expanding commercial
space activity,
Space exploration can
lea to  significant
advancements in
Pakistan's science and
technology. Pakistan is
both a target and victim
of climate change. Tis
economy has incurred
billions of losses due to
climate-induced disas-
ters such as floods.
Space-based technolo-
gies such as remote sens-
ing and satellite imagery
can be used to improve
disaster management in
Pakistan. The country is
vulnerable to a range of
natural disasters such as
earthquakes, floods, and
droughts.  Space-based
technologies can help in
early warming, monitor-
ing, and assessment of
these disasters, For
example, satellite
imagery is also helpful
in providing  crucial

information for disaster
preparedness,

Pakistan is already
using space-based tech-
nologies to monitor and
manage (1 £ waler
respurces  and assess
water quality. It can
assist to develop better
witer management
strategies  and  ensure
sustainable use of water
resources. Agriculture is
the backbone of
Pakistan’s  economy,
employing over 42.3 per
cent of the country’s
labour force and il con-
tributes 18.9 per cent to
GDP. The use of space-
based technologies such
ds remote  sensing is
helpful 1n  improving
agricultural productivity
in the country,

Satelhite data, there-
fore, can be applied to
moniter  better  crop
health, estimate crop
yield, and assess soil
moisture. Likewise,
Pakistan can also use
space-based technolo-

ies to  monitor its
orests and wildlife by
employing a combina-
tion of remote sensing
and satellite imagery.
These technologies can
help identify areas that
need protection, moni-
toring changes in land
use, and planning con-
servation measures to
ensure the long-lerm sur-
vival of forests and
wildlife populations

As 5!:n:r S0mMe reports
by USAID, 50-75 per
cent of all court cases in
Pakistan are related to
land disputes. Due to the
increasing housing
demand and a rising

middle-class population,
the real-estate business
is experiencing signifi-
cant growth. On average,
a single land-related dis-
pute takes 4-10 yvears 1o
resolve.  Land-related
1ssues are further sky-
rocketing with  an
increasing number of
housing societies and
commercialization  of
lands across Pakistan. To
address these disputes
and 1o regulale the
development of new
housing schemes and
SOCieties, satellite
image?' can help.

Satellite imagery can
be used to create accu-
rate maps of land bound-
aries and land vse, which
can further help identify
discrepancies in land
ownership and usage In
shott, the Federal Board
of Revenue can greatly
benefit from commer-
cialization of space

Satellite imagery can
also be helpful m moni-
toring changes in land
use over nme, such as
the comversion of agri-
cultural land to urban
development. This can
help identify wviolations
of land-use regulations
and preveni disputes
from arisin In this
regard, satellite imagery
can provide visual evi-
dence of the state of the
fand, which can be used
in legal proceedings to
support claims of owner-
ship or land use

akistan can  not
afford to stay idie in the
face of the increasin
commercialization o
space by both developed
and developing states

The space economy — a
term which refers to
resources  that create
value and benefits to
human beings  while
exploring, researching,
understanding, manag-
ing, and utihzing space —
is transforming lives on
earth.

A Space Foundation
report has found that
there has been a massive
increase in state-backed
investment in space FI'C?-
ects around the world. [n
2021, there was a 19 per
cent jump in overall gov-
ernment spending  on
military  and civilian
space programmes, India
raised spending by 36
er cent, China invested
23 per cent more and the
'S pumped another 18
per cent in space ven-
tures. This massive
investment in space tech
is due to the Fact that
such investment has
improved the quality of
life of people across the
globe There is no other
way than for Pakistan to
set its priorities in outer
space  and  allocate
resources  accordingly
for the commercializa-
tion of ils space pro-
gramme. There’s enor-
mous otential  for
Pakistan in commercial-
ization of its space pro-
gramme. The commer-
cialization of space can
not only create job
opportunities  for
Pakistani scientisis,
engineers. and techni-
cians but also attract for-
eign investment, provid-
ing a much-needed boost
to the country’'s econo-
my

[ have
Finally
entered  the

maost ing
times of our
history

Economic meftdown with
no sign of relief, extreme
political polarization and
imstability combined with
rising terrorism — are all
on full display,

There is also pressure
on various stakeholders
after the failed Imran
project, and they are
sandwiched between
attacks from the PTI of
Imran Khan and the dis-
senting voices from the
current _coalition.
Governance is breaking
down, ungoverned spaces
are popping up all over
the country, and the peo-
ple are fast losing hope.

Moral  degeneration
and the crime rate are on
the rise due to despon-
dency. And the bigotry
nurtured over the decades
has become an uncon-
trolled monster manifest-
ing itself in the most ugly
incidents like the one in
MNankana Sahib recently
The great disorder under
the sun asks for great
leadership. Do we have
it? Can we rise up? Can
we sail through these
choppy waters?
Cheestions galore,

In terms of economic
hardships, this probably
is the worst time in the
three guarte:rs of a centu-
ry of Pakistan, The coun-
tiy today looks friendless
in the ¢omity of nations
thanks to the policies of
our power elite. We might
avoid a proverbial defaull
after aiy*em ng 1o the mosi
shameful conditions put
up by the IMF, bul our
problems are not goin
away even afier the IMF

programme goes through,

an we agree on oan
economic: reform agenda
to avoid international

humiliation and put our
country _on the path of
economic  resurgence?
We are bordered with the
markets of around three
billion people to our
north and the east. Can
we transform our econo-
my to cater to the market
needs of just those two
neighbours as well as
restTuciure our economy
to be a useful part of the
global value chain?

These are questions of
our survival. Can we cre-
ate a national consensus
on these issues and issue
a national economic char-
ter across party lines and
COMMmit to our J:leu:u le as
the way forward after the
elections? The same old
same old won't work. In
order to reach the consen-
sus, a series of great
debates on mainstream
and social media are
needed Will our media
find time for these useful
debates about the very
future of our people or
continue to get bo
down with silly shouting
matches of ‘he said he
said’?

Acursory look at world
history tells us that
pations have expenienced
the worst times of their
history including wars
and ‘great depression
before but only countries
with wise leadership and
foresight have sailed
through. During these
depressing times, people
with resources 1o survive
have to help other people
That will help a country
from going down a spiral
of anarchy. People around
the world have stood with
their people in distress.

So can we. Will we? Will
our power elites open
their wallets and hearts to
help the people of their
own country to survive
this troubling time?
_We have seen countries
disappear from the world
map despite the mighty
military power they used
to have. The Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia
don't exist today This
happens also when reli-
gious, linguistic, ethnic
and cultural diversity is
not treated as a strength,
The same diversity
becomes your death war-
rant if you don’t appreci-
ate and celebrate ir.
Pakistan contirues to
develop the population
time bomb with every
passing day. With no
resources available to
develop human
resources. we continue
piling up large crowds of
ignorant, unskilled and
unhealthy people.
Combine this with the
historic nurturing of big-
otry and religious intoler-
ance, and we are fast
becoming a global nui-
P The Pakista port
e Pakistan pass|
today has hecmngame of
the most undesirable doc-
uments, We need a
national consensus on
population control as well
as the state's equal oppor-
tunity to people of all
Faiths and no preferential
treatment o any religious

roup. That “is  what
innah  preached on
August 11, 1947 while

addressing the constituent
assembly. Can we edu-
cate our people about that
in pur  congregations,
homes and other places?
Will our media become a
source of enlightenment
and promaote,

To survive and prosper

Dr Akmal Hussain & Dr Khalid Malik

That Pakistan is in a profound economic
and political crisis 1s no longer in dispute.
Muost observers and economisis are united in
that opinion. What to do about it is less clear,
The Chinese character for nsk is closely
related to opportunity, which is more accu-
rately defined as a ‘crucial point when some-
lluwg begins to change”.

Il et We hc&pe 0. This article 13 mone
about “what’ nee s_tu:u_chanﬁ;e.

There are two distinct thoughts about the
current economic ¢nsis One: adjust now, sta-
bifize the economy and then restart the
srowth process. Let us call this the tradition-

view. This thinking underlines the IMF
programme; let the exchange rate be deter-
mined by market forces, curtail expenditures,
merease taxes and so on. Each time this lome
has been followed, the subsequent growth
spurt hits the foreign exchange barrier with
the under-performing export sector seen as
the basic culpnit Techmical discussions
abound about export subsidies being ineffi-
cient, and/or the need to revamp the export
sector, especially textiles

The second approach, less successful of
late, 1s to rely on the largesse of frends —
China, UAE and Saudi Arabia. And, in earli-
er days, the LUSA. The thinking being that the
country can scrape lhrl:luﬁh without major
structural changes in the Pakistan economy
or in the ahlll_?’ of the ruling elite to maintain
their global lifestyles.

The government has tried hard to pursve a
mix of the two strategies, but it has become
abundantly clear that the IMF option is the
only option lefi i
. Will that be enough? Will that lay the base
for future prosperity” Will that shiff the econ-
ml‘g and society in " putting people first’?

A quick review of successful developmen
experiences, including South Korea and
China, highlight some deeper more critical
factors than |ust macroeconomic issues of
balanced budgets and higher tax-to-GDP
ratios. These include: a determined long-term
policy perspective since development is all
about trans GFMII_!F, society and the economy;
enhancing capabilities, by investing in peo-
ple; and, by recogmzing that social policy is
as important as economie policy in this trans-
formation.

. One, establish (and adequately fund) effec-
tive public education and health systems No

country, bar none, has succeeded in develop-
ing without a functioning public education
Sy slem, B ) i

In a land wath little social protection, pur-
suing universal health coverage with a focus
on the poor is the night step to take now,

Fhere are structural and funding issues
which need to be urgently addressed tor both
subjects. Current income suppori pro-
grammes for instance not only need to be
substantially enhanced but have 1o be condi-
tioned on enhancing capabilities.

Twa, fix the agncultural sector. First, tax
agricultural income, especially since almos
70 per cent of the land is in the hands of large
and medium farmers.

Itisam

{and little evidence) to a}'ﬁue
that | an

re farms are more productive
small farms. A cursory look at why East
Punjab has done so much better than West
Punjab shows that structural changes (land
reforms) and incentives {and more educated
next seneration farmers) are at the heart of
lheﬁdl Brences, o e
‘putting people first” 1s our defining slo-
Ban tﬁé‘l ilHLs tinF*:e to support small farmers
defined as less than 7.5 acres) which form
8 per cent of farmers and 32 per cent of 1otal
farm area. Start hi; rculloaath state land to
oor farmers, with strong technical support
or seeds, fertilizer, and advice.

Initiate and scale up a Rural Employmeént
Guarantee programme, enshriming the core
idea of employment as a basic nght. And,
through this, provide a necessary injection of
purchasing power into the rural economy
especially for the landless and those affect
by the floods.

Three, restructure the export sector
Without getting into a long debate about sub-
sidies, set up a five-year transition plan on a
subsidy draw-down, with an agreed structur-
al rransition and diversification towards high
value added, knowledge intensive exports

But results are likely to take time.

Four, remittances; Imagine a Pakistan
econpmy without any remiftances. The sys-
tem needs to adjust and organize befter
investment grade products for overseas
Pakistanis. Right now, the incentives are
mostly about investing 1n real estate,

Manl)- innovations are possible. Take the
example of Ethiopa, 8 non-oil producer,
which set up a §150 billion sovereign wealth
fund, seeking investment for state-owned
enterprises and assets as the povernment
pushes ahead with iis privatization initia-

tives.

Five, get rid of an _nﬂen capital account
Countries like China with $3 inillion reserves
have not opened their capital accounts. Why
has Pakistan kept the capital account open for
s0 long? Open accounts limit domestic poli-
oy autonomy and can deeply disrupt domes-
t[c‘l{»mductmn ArTANEements.

comprehensive study about trade and
financial liberalization for the 2014 Global
Human Development Report concluded that
‘opening up’ benefits dn:vr:]:']il_]r_lg countnes
only when their human capabilities are high
Later studies have reconfirmed this essential
point. Even in the EL! accession process, less
advanced countries like Romania and
Bulgana have tnied to argue for selective cap-
ital controls. ) )

There has been some talk in Pakistan about
4 one per cent economy. But a deeper con-
eern is about a Pakistani elite, which feels as
;Erlluhal as any, able to travel and co-exist in

. US and Dubai spaces. Indeed, many
Pakisiani business operators tend to have a
business base overseas as well. Even experi-
enced Pakistani economists have tended to
consider western practices in looking at cur-
rent policies, rather than critically examining
what has worked in other devefoping coun-
tries and applving those lessons to Pakistan
For a 220 million country we appear to be
driven by the needs and values of a few mil-
lion people at the most. _ _

Six, hiscal space: It goes without saying:
eliminate all the special SROs, and the asso-
ciated giveaways (unearned incomes or
rents).  The “last  MNational Human
Development Report (for Pakistan) estimated
an annual cost of $70 billion dollars in these
legal giveaways to the elites, which contrasts
with half that estmated amount for corrup-
tion. Just stop!

Rethink the cemre-;f
ments, set ‘checkable’ development stan-
dards for expenditures which may also min-
mize political largesse, and require provinces
to raise their own tax revenues as matching
funds It could well be, as has been argue
elsewhere, that these steps may not be
encugh and that a deeper fiscal surgery is
now required. There is talk of reducing non-
combat military expenditures. What needs (o
be kept in mind in this regard s that only the
government in consultation with the nation’s
military has the sovereign right to determine
the details regarding the financial operational
capability of 11s forces. Not the [MF

rovince fiscal arrange-

Analyzing
IKnomics

mran Khan
has forwarded
a 10-point
agenda 1o steer
the  economy
out of the exis-
tential crisis that Pakistan
faces. This is welcome,
since the government
m}p&a{s to be clueless on

e steps required to
address the issues - other
than to seek more loans
from all and sundry.

The plan contains three
strands:  curtailing _the
current account deficit,
increasing the tax net to
raise revenues, and pro-
moting development in
variolls socio-economic
SECIOTS, An pssessment 18
in order,

The first part revolves
around ‘brnging in dol-
lars’, which ‘includes
motivating OVerseas
Pakistanis to invest in the
country, facilitating
exports and promoting
tourism. The second part
i5 just that! ‘increasing
the tax net to generate
revenue’. And the third
part covers development
of IT, tourism and min-
ing, raising agricultural
productivity, restructur-
ing state-owned enter-
prises, and providing the

outh with interesi-free
oans to take business ini-
fatrves.

The above roster
appears to be an offhand
attempt to throw in an
assortment of ideas and
call it a plan. There has
not  been a  coherent
development plan  for
over 40 years now, how-
ever, the PTI economic
management has been
even more garbled and

the present ‘plan’ more
unfocussed, IKnomics,
like Daronomics, has
proved to be a bad dose of
uackery in the past and
threatens to continue. to
be soin the future as well
Pious pontification can-
not be a substitute for
sound  policy manage-
ment.
. The pre-2018 expecta-
tion of rich overseas
Pakistanis contributing
1O dollars, supposedly
motivated l:%y Imran
Khan's  self-professed
honesty, to overcome the
debt burden never materi-
alized And the magic
does not appear to occur
n. Investments in the
Middle East real-estate
market are hard-nosed
business decisions. Why
anyone would invest their
hard-eamed money in a
sinking economy is a
moot peint. In any case,
Pakistanis have been
burned earlier by the
‘garz utaro, mulk sawaro’
slogan of the Nawaz
Sharif days in the 19905,
_ Exports will also not
increase by coddlin
Exﬁ;nrters with offers o
VIP treatment. That has
been the thrust to date:
Ta . incentives,
However, it 15 industry
that produces the surplus
for export. The macro-
economic policy frame-
work has to encourage
investment and growth in
industry for it to produce
quality” goods at interna-
tonally competifive
rices. Such a framework
as eroded over the last
40 years and, As a result,
investable funds are flow-
ing into non-productive

iser B li

speculative investments
in real estate and stock
markets. The PTl's poli-
cies during its tenure
actually reinforced the
macroeconomic  distor-
tions. ) .

~ The promise of tourism
is again just an oft-repeat-
ed pious wish, Tourists do
not go anywhere merely
to stand and admire the
view, howsoever pictur-
esque, The basic nfra-
structure and facilities
that international tourism
demands do not exist. and
public hygiene standards
are appalling. More seri-
ously, the repular dose of
terror attacks, honour
killings, forced conver-
sions, efc that Pakistan
spews forth for the inter-
national media cannot
serve as a8 welcome mat
for tourists. )

The part about increas-
ing the tax net to enhance
revenues is again just a
repeat of the hackneved
position thal international
creditors and donors have
been chuming out. The
FBR has, over the last
three decades, resorted to
the harshest of measures
to squeeze revenues out
of a stagnant economy
and more of the same is
unlikely to deliver. What
1s required 1s reduction of
non-debt current expendi-
ture, including non-com-
bat defence expenditure.
Part of the resultant fiscal
savings should be diven-
ed to refire part of the out-
standing debt 10 reduce
the annual debt servicin
burden. Does the P
have the understanding or
the courage to posit the
problem in this context?
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Scientists records deepest
ever fish off Japan

ISLAMABAD
Scientists have recorded
videos of a fish swim-
ming at an extraordinary
depth in the ocean, mak-
ing it the deepest obser-
vation of this nature that
has ever been made off
Japan waters, :

he s]]1:rcn;;1n::5 - 4 type of
snailfish of the genus
Pseudoliparis - was
filmed swimming at
§.336m (27 3491,

It was filmed by an
autonomous  “lander”
dropped into the leu-
Ogasawara Trench, south
of Japan o ;

The lead scientist said
the snailfish could be at,
or very close to, the max-
imum depth any fish can

survive.,
_ The Erm-'tuu_s deepest
fish observation was
made at & 178m, further
south in the Pacific in the
Mariana Trench. This dis-
covery therefore beats the
depth record by 158m

If this record is bro-
ken, it would only be by
minute increments,

potentially by just a few
metres,” rof  Alan
Jamieson told BBC
Mews, )

The University of

Western Australia deep-
sea scientist made a pre-
diction 10 years ago that
fish would likely be
found as deep as 8200m
to 8400m. A decade of
investigations around the

globe has confirmed this

The juyenile
Psendolipans was filmed
by a camera system
attached to a weighted
frame released from over
the side of a ship, the
D55V Pressure Dro
Bait was added 1o the
frame to attract ses life.

Although a specimen
was not caught to fully
identify its species type,
several fish were trapped
slightly higher up in the
water column in the near-
by Japan Trench at a
depth of 8,022m,

These, again, were
snaiffish, Pseudoliparis
belvaevi, and set a record
for the deepest fish ever
caught INP

34th National Games,2023

Sports Conference” held
under the aegis of OIY

QUETTA 34th
National Games 2023
Conference demanded of
the authonties to conduct

g
34th  Mational Games
through sports associa-
tions  registered  with
Balochistan  Sports
Board, reconstitute the
management committee
formed for conducting
34th Mational games
utilise the services o
provincial coach and dis-
trict coach for amranging
the national games, con-
duct ingquiry against the
police personnel involved
n |mp]|c:at|ﬂ? Bashir
Khan son of Muhammad
Zarif, boxing player, in
an allezed bogus case and

set  Lhirector  General,
alochistan Sports Board

transferred These

QUE

demands were made in
the 34th Mational Games,
2023 Sports Conference”
held under the aegis of

Organization of Islamic
Youth (OTY) at Quetta
Press Conference here on
Monday, Conference was
addressed by Hammad
Khan Kakar, President,
OrY, Muhammad Hadi

Raheemi, Senior Vice
President, Balochistan
Bodybuilding
Association, Jan-e-Alam,
Secrelary General,
Balochistan Cycling

Association, Commander
Fazal MNurzai, President,
Balochistan Mue Thae
Kick Boxing Association,
Sved Bilal Agha, Senior
Associate Secretary,
Balochistan Archery
Association, Asrar Khan,

f: At vt ot
A: People buying vegetah

fce President
Balochistan _ Darts
Association, Taj Agha,

President, Balochistan

Off Road Riders
Association, Mehboob
Ahmed  Nurzai, Sian
Umer Khan Achakzai,
Rehmatullah, President,
Balochistan, Ju Jitsu
Association and
others Dr. Syed Ab ul
Hassan Merl, Director
General, Khana-e-
Farhang, Tslamic Repu
blic of Tran also anended
the conference. Add ress-
ing the conference, he
said that aranging sport-
ing events amongst the
layers of Pakistan and
ran would be beneficial
for bringing people of
both the countries closer
to each other PR

't~

le at under Benazir flyover.

Arms seized at Dajjal
post were destined to
Zaman Park:

BHAKKAR. oro
Bhakkar on Monday said
that the arms seized at
Dajjal check post were
destined to Zaman Park,

District Police Officer
Mohammad Naveed said
that the accused were
intending  to shift the
arms to Lahore in the
name of a private securnty
company,

“The security company
provided licenses of 13
rnfles, all of which were
1asued by the government
of Balochistan,” police
chief said. “A letter has
been written to the home
department for verifica-
tion of these licenses,” he
further said.

_However, licenses of
nine nfles were not pro-
vided, he said. ~Arrested
accused ljaz has con-
fessed that the unlicensed
arms were destined o
Faman Park,” DPO said.
“Accused ljaz also con-

fessed that the arms were
kept at the place of Ali
Ameen Gandapur,” he
added.

PT1 leader Ali Ameen
Gandapur caused distur-
bance at Dajjal check
post of Bhakkar distriet,
police earlier said,

The police tried to stop
former federal minister
Ali Ameen Gandapur’s
car, who was traveling to
Dera  Ismail =~ Khan,
accompanied with others,
at the check post, officials
said "He inturiated, con-
fronted with policemen
and resorted 1o firng™
policemen said.

“The cars in the con-
voy of Gandapur were
not stopped and escaped
from the scene after caus-
ing an affray.” according
to pohce officials.

“There were six to

Seven vehicles in
Gandapur’s convoy,”
DPO Bhakkar said, “The

DPO

convoy resorted to resist-
ance when the police sig-
nalled them to halt at the
check post,”™  district
police ofticer said

“It is being apprehend-
ed that the vehicles in the
convoy were carrying
some illegal items,” DPO
Bhakkar said.

Bhakkar Police later
nominated five persons

including Al Ameen
Gandapur  and 33
unknown accused in

Dajjal check post noting
case. The accused have
been booked under terror-
1sm act and other charoes

Police has arrested four
accused of rioting name-
Iy, Shakeel Haider, Alwaf,

ftab and Naik
Mohammad, DFO
Mohammad Naveed has
said

“Arms and drugs have
been recovered from the
arrested persons,” DPO
Bhakkar sad TNP

ISLAMABAD:
Parliamentary Party Meeting,

GlaxoSmithKline

Prime

Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharifl chairs

Pakistan’s profits fall in
CY22: WealthPK

ISLAMABADGlaxoSmithKli
ne Pakistan Limited’s revenue
from sales increased by 14% 1o
Rs41 84 billion in the calendar
year 2022 from Ra36.6 billion in

However, the company’s
ﬁmss profit decreased b;;' 25% to

s7.3 billion in CY22 from
Rs8.7 billion recorded in CY21,

The company's net profil
decreased 54% (o Rs2.5 million
in 2022 from Rs5.4 million in
the previous wear, reports
WealthPE.

Performance in 2021

During the vear 2021, the
company s gross sales went U};
to Rs36.66 billion from Rs3s.
billion in CY20, posting an
increase of 4% year-on-year

The gross profit for CYZ21
stood al Rs2. 7 billion, 29% up
from Rs7.5 billion in CY20
_ The profit-before-tax
increased from Rs4.9 billion in
CY20 to Rs7.4 billion in CY21
_ The after-tax profit also
increased from Rs3.37 billion in
CY20 to Rs3.35 billion in FY21,
posting a growth of 59% on a
yeat-on-year basis I

In Y20, the company’s EPS
was Rs10,60, which increased 1o
Rsl6.81 in CY2]

About the uum_panﬁ ) )

GlaxoSmithKline Pakistan is
a limited liability company
enﬁaged in the manufacturing
and marketing of research-base
ethical specialties and pharma-
ceutical products. The company

is a subsidiary of SR One
International BV, which is incor-
porated in the Netherlands,
whereas its ullimate parent com-
E[EIJ'[].T_ is GlaxoSmithKline PLC,

K {GSK PLC)

However, the company’s
Eﬂss profit decreased b};‘ 5% to

573 billion in CY22 from
Rs9.7 billion recorded in CY21,

The company's net profil
decreased 54% fo Rs2 5 million
in 2022 from Rs5.4 million in
the previous vear, reports
WealthPK.

Performance in 2021

During the year 2021, the
company s %rnss sales went u?
to Rs36.66 billion from Rs35
billion in CY20, posting an
increase of 4% year-on-year INP

ACE initiates
graft probe against
Yasmin Rashid

LAHORE: The  Anti-
Corruption  Establishment
(AEC)on Monday initiated a
I}I'{)b& against former Punjab
tealth minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
D Yasmin Rashid on corrup-
tion charges of billions of
rupees at Punjab Institute of
Cardiclogy (PIC) and sum-
moned her on April 4 at 12
noon

Yasmin Rashid is accused
of allegedly taking bribes in
parking, canteen and clean-
g contracts

Meanwhile, the ACE has
also called AMS store phar-

macy Dr Masood Nawaz
a]ﬁng with Dr Yasmin
Rashid

xecutive Director of PIC
Dr Bilal Mohiuddin, MS Dr
Muhammad Tehsin, and AMS
Purchase Dr Shakeel were
also summoned by the ACE
in the same case,

It has been alleged that by
purchasing stents at exorbi-
tant rates during the current
fiscal year, the central pur-
chase across Punjab caused a

ATC extend judicial
remand of PTI workers

ISLAMABAD:; Wheat

loss of more than one billion
rupees to the public treasury.

There is also an allegation
of taking huge commissions
by purchasing stents in viola-
tion of PPRA rtules during
this fiscal year

The equipment used in the
hrpass operation 15 also
alleged to be bought at exor-
bitant prices. The PIC admin-
istration is also accused of
stealing items worth billions
of rupees from the PIC store,
including cardiac batteries.
INP

Nasir Butt’s
bail revoked in
triple murder
case

RAWALPINDI: Additional dis-
trict and sessions court on Monday
revoked the bail of Nasir Butt, a
close aide of former prime minis-
ter Mawaz Sharif, in the triple mur-
der case, )

According io details, the case of
triple murder against MNasir Butt
was heard by the Additional
District and Sessions Judge Sohail
Anjum?

he bail plea was dismissed by
the court over the non-compliance
and non-appearance of Nasir

A case of tiple murder was reg-
istered against Nasir on October

. 1996 in Sadigabad, after
which, Butt shifted abroad

Earlier, red warrants were also
issued for Nasir, but his bail was
approved till April 3

ast month, Masir, a leader of
the Pakistan Muslim League and a
close associate of former prime
minister Mawaz Sharif arrived in
Pakistan after ending self-exile.

It may be noled that Nasir has
also submitted nomination papers
from the PP-16 constifuency of the
Punjab Assembly INP

Cheapest
private Hajj
package to cost
Rs1.18 million

ISLAMABAD: At least 12
packages have been announced for
the private Haj operators, and the
cost of the cheapest package 15
Rs1180,000 while that of the most
expensive one is over Rs3 million,
Ministry of Rc]lﬁ]mts Affairs
Secretary  Aftab Ahmed Durrani
said on Monda B

Dr Attaur Rahman, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Religious
Affairs. said that the pilgrims who
wanted more than the specified
facilities would have to pay more.

"SD]'I'[_E.'EH'L-‘?[IE:_ Haijj !:l;lgnms g0
to Sawdi Arabia in the last days of
Hajj. A few days before Hajj,
hoiels become expensive Foar-
and five-star hotels become more
expensive,” he added.

“If a pilgrim wants to stay alone
in a five-star hotel, the Hajj opera-
tor will be allowed to receive more
than Rs3 4 million,” he stated

“A comprehensive strategy has
been formulated for the monitor-
ing of private Hajj operation by the
operators, The private Hajj opera-
tion will be monitored to ensure
the provision of promised facili-
ties,” he averred “The violation of
rules and regulations and non-pro-
vision of the promised facilities
will be punished. The Ministry of
Religious Affairs has set a regular
procedure for determining punish-
ments,” he warned. NP

Hybrid wheat varieties a solution to impending

food shortage: WealthPK

tion plays a significant

role in
economy,

is the staple food in
Pakistan and its produc-

in vandalism case

the country’s
However, n

FECent years, the cro pro-
duction has been declin-
ing, which might NP

LAHORE: An anti-térrorism courl (ATC) on
Monday extended the judicial remand of 10
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) workers in a case
ertaining to vandalism at Imran Khan's Zaman
ark residence. ] )

As per details, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf work-

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, EEM (Workshop) Division Qualta Imites Bids From Eligible Bidders For
Execution Of Following Warks For The Yesr 2022-23 Based On Composite Schedule Raes 2018 On
Percentage Rales, Eamest Money 2% in Shape of Call Deposit, Tender Fee Rs 20004 and Time limit

©

cr:i]wcrclprc:_scntcﬁi before the E]|1nt1-tcr|'unsrn E{éﬁﬂh 12 Monthe for eachwork.
. Upon hearing the argument the court extended the | Fgya Name of work ElCost
udicial remand for 13 days. The court also sum- S i ArF e
'Imﬂned the: Joint ]n.,.,-estig_};ti,:m Team (JIT} head || CONSTRUCTIONIMPROVEMENT OF BT ROADAT KILLI SHAIKHAN, QUETTA 14.85TM
along with the report on the next Ilearin% P3DP No.916 (22022 1425) TSE-222304288023

Earlier, an Anti-terrorism Court sent 98 arrested 2 CONSTOF BT ROADAT PANCHPAIMOHALLAH MALBK ZAFAR QUETTA, 11.886M
workers of PTI on 14 days’ judicial remand to jail in PSDP Me.952 (22022.162€) TSE-222304238833
Zaman Park rioting case, 3 CONST.OF TUFF TILL BT ROAD & SWERAGE SYSTEMAT KILLI NEW MARRI 24.761M

_ The court senl_the accused to jail for identifica-
tion parade. Police had arrested 98 PTI workers
under the charges of noting, violence against police d
and burning cars and other vehicles.

[t is pertinent to mention here that the Punjab
police broke into Imran Khan's residence. The || %
police arrested more than 13 PTI workers in the
anti-encroachment operation at Zaman Park Lahore || 8
and one E‘nllce constable got injured in retaliation
from the PTI workers. INP 1

PSDP Ne.1410(22022.3635). TSE-222304288063

PSDP No.1412 (£2022.3638) TSE-222304288923

NAB summoned in |(|¢
court over notices to
Imran Khan, 10

QUETTA. PSDP MNo.1413 (Z2022.3639).

TSE-222304288943
PSDP Ne.1462 (2021.3793] TSE-222304288853

ABAD TAKHTANI BYPASS MASRULLAH MENGAL TOWN KILLI GULSHAN

HAYAT CHAKI SHAHWANI QUETTA. PSDP No.1393 (Z2022.3605) TSEZ22304288843
CONSTRUCTIONIMPROVEMENT OF BT ROADAT MIR BAZ KHAN STREETDEBA, 14.B5TM
QUETTA. PSDP No. 1409 (22022.3634). TSE-2220042880853

CONSTRUCTION /IMPROVEMENT OF BIT ROAD AT ABDULLAHTOWN, QUETTA

CONST: OF BT ROAD PIR ZAMN-UD-DIN ROAD KILLI SHERAMI GULSHAN TOWN
TARKHAROAD QUETTA, PSOP No. 1411 (22022 3637). TSE-222304288863
CONSTRUCTION OF 1 KM BITROAD KILLIAT SILLAR DISTRICT QUETTA.

CONCTRUCTION OF BIT ROAD KILLIAT RAISANI ROAD MILLCOLONY DISTRICT
TSE-222304288933

9  CONSTOFBTROADATNASHNAS COLONY KILLISYED MUHAMMAD SHAH
KASHMIRABAD QAMEARAN| (1 KM) QUETTA. PSDP No.1444 (Z2021.3706)

CONST. OF BT ROAD CHILTAN STREET SARIAS ROAD QUETTA{2.5KM),

12.811M
9.90TM

14.658 M
19.609M
12877 M

24.T6IM

Bushra Bibi

[SLAMABAD: Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Monday summoned the National Accountability
Court (NAB) over notices to Pakistan Tehreek-g-
Insaf (PTI1} chairman Imran Khan and his wife
Bughra Bibi in the toshakhana case

As per details, the court announced the verdiet
reserved over the NAB notices in Toshakhana case.

Bushra Bibi, the wife of former prime minister
Imran Khan earlier challenged the NAB call-up
notices in Islamabad High Court {IHC) in the
Toshakhana caze.

The plea stated that the court should declare the
MNAB call-up notices on February 17 and March 16,
illegal and the inguiry should be barred from mak-
ing changes in the investigation till the final verdict

NAB had summoned Bushra Bibi , the wafe of
former prime minister Imran Khan on March 21 in
the Toshakhana ecase. The antigraft body had sum-
moned Imran Khan case on March 9.1NP
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Q-commerce awaits subsidy to meet
growth targets: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The
newly emerging g-com-
merce  industry  needs
subsidies to keep its head
above water, as the nsing
inflation in Pakistan is
hitting it hard like the
other sectors of econo-
Y.

Talking to WealthPK,
Mawahid Tarig, CEQ of
Apna Mart, a Taxila-
based g-commerce start-
up, said that inflation is
denting the industry
mainly in two ways
increase in the oil prices
and the dechning pur-
chasing power of con-
SUMErs. )

“'The increase in the
oil prices has caused a

surge in the transporta-
tion cost. The transporta-
fion cost constitutes 3
large share of the overall
cost of running a g-com-
merce business. The net
profits of businesses in
this industry are under
heavy pressure, as the
cost of transportation per
delivery has scaled up,
The declining purchas-
ing power of consumers
is the second factor
responsible  for  the
industry’s low revenues
With the nse in inflation,
the real income of con-
sumers has plummeted
in  a real sense.
Customers now demand
fewer goods to be deliv-

ered to their doorsteps,”
he said. ;
The Consumer Price
Index (CFI} stands ai
31.5%, according to the
Bureau of Statistics.
Food  inflation in
Pakistan jumped up to
43.1% in ebruar;; Tom
42.9% in January 2023
Similarly, ol prices
have also shown an
unprecedented rise. The
gem:ﬂ price has risen by
8 percent this year as
compared to the previous
year, High-speed diesel
{H5D) has shown an
increase of 95 percent
this year. o
“With a flourishing e-
commerce in Pakistan

for years, local investors
are taking interest in gq-
commerce, The con-

cover its minimum rev-
enue targets
“The industry has the

sumer hase of Pakistan is otential to  generate
substantial, as 1t has a  large-scale employment
considerable size of mid-  in near Ffuture. espite
dle class.” limited fiscal space, the

Regarding the govern- pgovermment’s fuel sub-

sidy will serve the pur-
pose uf'tﬁrl:wtdmﬂ a cush-
won 1o the newly emerg-
ing industry,” he added
%l is understandable
that Pakistan is facing
trying times on the eco-
nomic front. Against all
the odds, fuel subsidy
will have a positive oul-
come on the g-commerce
industry in near future
and on Pakistan’s econo-
my in the long run, INP

ment s plan to mve fuel
subsidy to the motorey-
clists, he said, *It 15 com-
mendable that the pov-
ernment is coming up
with a targeted fuel sub-
sidy for the low-income
people. However, g-
commerce can also
Aounsh if the same sub-
sidy is extended to the
industry.  With subsi-
dized Tuel prices, the
industry would be able to
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The office of the Executive Enginear EAM (Workshop) Division CWPPBH Department Cuetta imalas
technical proposals of Cortractorsfirms along with sealed financial proposals (Single Stage-Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure) for above menfiored worc from interested firms | Contraciors. Al
inwerested bidders are required to submil documents as per folowing briel in support of ther
: The procurement shall be camied oul in accordance with Balochistan Public
Procurement Rieguiatory, Rules 2014 and Pakistan Engineering Councll By-Laws ELIGIBILITY: (a)The
Confractor must have frash valid registration with Pakistan Engineering Council in C-6 and above with
specialized code in relevant CE-01, CE-08,CE-10, discipling and ragistration with tax autnarties e (NTH,
Salestax Department and BRA), BIDSECURITY Tha bid must accompany bid security in the form of call
depasit of bank guaraniae of amount specified above in the name of Ihe under-signed from & scheduls
bank TECHNICAL PROPOSAL Shall consiets of the Foliowing Documents: - Namaof Firm | Contractor
with year of estabfshment along with postal address and 1elephone number. Mame of Technical
Supervsory staff / Management Staff along with their qualifications | experence and prool of feir stay
with the firm, with fresh aMidavit2s per crileria specified in bidding data. 2 No of Projects, similar najureof
work completed during last 5 years. (Details should be given as  per crilena specified in budding
documenis]. 2 No of Projects similar nature and cost in hand. (Delais should be given Bs per crileria
specified in bidding documents) Fresh Registration / Clearance from income tax Deparment end BRA.
Qriginal must show on - Submieeion | Opening the iachnical Proposals. Detal Tumover ol af least 25 .00
rnillion for the last [3) three years showing the financial capacity of firm as per criteria specifiad in the
Bidding Documents. Under taking on judicial paper hal the firm was naver black listed | no litigation by
any Government | Sami  Govemment Organization. |1 1s mandalory that the Contractor mist show the
arginal frash PEC valld reglstration Le 2022 with Pakistan Engineering Councll (PEC) on the tme of
submission / opening the Technical Proposal FINANCIAL PROPOSALS Shall consist of the Following
Documenls: - Detail BOQ with Guoted Rales in sealed envelope menBoned the name & Tille of schame.
Bid Secunty @& 2 % of bid guoted amount mist be in tha farm of call degosit n favor of the office Nama of
the under signed from a scheduled bank of Pakestan. Mo Cheque will be acceptable. BIDDING |
TENDER DOCUMENTS: The biddess can abtzin the bidding documant from the address mention abave
on production of green Challan of an amount of above mention work (Non-refundeble] in the head of
account COZT 16 Civil works through Govt: Treasury/Mational Bank of Palestan or can be downloaded
from the Wabsite of BPPRA (wwibppra gob.pk ), during working hours, from the date of publication of this
invitalion in newspapers il one day prior bo the |as! date of submission, DEADLINES OF SUMBISSION:
Technical and financial proposals from inlending contractorsfirms sealad in two separates  envelopes
clearty marked with Work title & type of proposal muss be delivered by hand or through registered mail to
the address mentioned below on or before 19" April, 2023 a1 12:00 Hrs. OPENNING: The envelope
cortaining “Technical Bids™ will be openad on the same day 19" Aprfl, 2023 at 13:00 Hrs. bafore
procurement commilles in the presance of bidders or their authorzed representatives who choose to
atlend. The Second sealed envelope contining “Financial bids™ of technically responsive | qualified
hidders will be opened later, the dale of which will be communicated afler evaluation of the technical bids.
Bids Validity: Ninety (30) days Place: The piace of issuancs, submission, inquines and opening will ba -
The offica of the Executive Engineer, EEM (Workshop) Division Eastern Bypass Quetta, office
Phone No. 081-2674143.Emall Address; emworkshopguetia@ Gmail com.
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Senate passes resolution for equipping women,
girls with digital skills

[SLAMABAD: The Senate on
Monday unammously passed a resolu-
tion urging the povernment to prepare
and implement a National Action Plan
for providing & gender-responsive
approach to innovation, technology and
digital education.

The resolution moved by Seemee Ezdi
and others asked the government to
equip women and girls with digital skills
through prioritizing education  in
Information Communication Technology

empowerment of women.

through PSDP projects on

he resolution recognized that bring-
ing women and other marginalized
groups into technology results 1 more
creative solutions and has greater poten-
tial for innovations that meet women's
needs and promote gender equality
Another resolution passed by the
house demanded the government to
establish a permanent Division and its
subordinate Task Force under the admin-
istrative control of the Mimstry of

Finance for chalking out a practical
roadmap of elimimating Riba and estab-
lishing an interest free financial and eco-
nomig system in the country

It said that the government should
enact laws for prohibiting individual and
collective interest/riba based business in
the country. [t said that interest/riba

dagrtal

should be eliminated from various finan-
cial institutions.

Speaking on the resolution, Minister
of State for Finance Aisha Ghous Pasha

make the financial system free of niba.
For this purpose, a task force has already
been established to prepare a roadmap in
this regard

Speaking on a mobtion, Mimster of
State for Law and Justice Shahadat Awan
said efforts are underway to promote
Urdu language at different levels. He
said there are also rulings of the
Supreme Court and a High Court on the
enforcement of Urdu as an official lan-
suage

Earlier, the House passed two hlls

mcluding: The Control of Narcotics
Substances Amendment Bill 2022 and
Pakistan Institute of Research and
Registration of Quality Assurance Ball,
2023

Three bills were laid before the
Senate, These included! The Toshakhana
(Maintenance, Administration and
Regulation  Bill,  the  National
Commission on the Rights of Child
(Amendment) Bill and the Export
Processing Zones Authority Amendment
Bill NP

subjects and allocate separate funds

iﬁLAHABﬁLD: A Woman wcariﬁg traditional Hijﬁb receives floor sacks from Free Floor distribu-
tion Center under Prime Minister's scheme at G-7 Markaz during the holy month of Ramadan.

Oil prices shoot up
following sudden
decision to cut output

Population
census to continue
in Karachi till
April 15

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Bureau
of Statistics on Monday decided to
continue the seventh digital census
g:me.&s in Karachi till April 15 where

6 million households are vet to be
enumerated.

Almost 90 percent Census process
has been completed in the country.

Manwar Ali Ghangharu, director of
the Sindh Federal Statistical Institute,
said that the population of Karachi has
increased to 1.23 million as of Sunda
However, 0.6 million households will
be counted in the census The Gyhiage
household in Karachi consists of 38
people. ]

He said that the census staff will be
dispatched after determining the areas
wherever the census staff has not vet
reached. For this reason, the census
staff’ will continue to perform duties
till April 15 INP

Punjab govt
not to upgrade
PM’s helipad

LAHORE:The Punjab
on Monday shelved its
uEgradE the helipad at Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's residence in Model
Town of Lahore.

The Punjab government will no
longer upgrade the Model Town main
Helipad at the Prime Minister's resi-
dence

The Home Department has also
withdrawn the letter approving funds
for upgradation

It mierits here to mention that the
Cabinet Committee h%mrevmps]y
approved the upgrade of PM’s helipad
and nighttime landing facility

The Punjab government, howewver,
has reversed this decision INP

overmment
ecision to

Running week will
decide fate of country:
Sheikh Rasheed

RAWALPINDI.  Awami Muslim
League (AML) Chief Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed said on Monday that time to
hold talks has been over, now nation
has to take a decision, either this coun-
try should be run under the constitu-
tion or on the wishes of Sharifs and
Zardanis, )

In a message, he said the current
week would decide the constitutional
legey of Pakistan whether the country
would be run constitutionally or on the
wishes of Sharifs and Zardaris dynas-
ties. In his tweeter message, the AML
chief said constitution required elec-
tions in 90 days but they rulers were
hell bent on sinking the country.

He added that those who considered
the masses "worthless creatures™ and
denied them right to take decision
would repent Mr Ahmed said they
could resaster 140 cases against PTI
chief Imran Khan but he would not be
disqualified. “If he (Imran} goes to
jail, it will prove to be a doom’s day
for the 13 parties on,He said the IMF
deal had failed, zero international
donations, electricity, gas and flour
were becoming rare commodities
Grabbing power by force was govemn-
ment’s agenda: He reiterated that only
the Supreme Court could save the
country now, The AML president said
the government wanted the people and
institutions on collision course with
each other “MNawaz Shanf did not
return 1o Pakistan, wheat price wenl
up by 100 per cent, petrol by Rsl123

er [iter and ghee pnces went up by
$200 per ki;I" _The government
should accept Mufti Tagi's advice and
take the country out of the ongoing
crisis. INP

Three killed over
land dispute in
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Three people were
killed when firing staried Et;el.wten
opponents over dispute of land in the
Nishatabad police station junsdiction
 Aceoording to details, two of the vie-
tims were brothers who were identi-
fied as Wajahat and Nawazish where-
as the third victim was their cousin
who was identified as Imran, As per
sources, the mourners of the deceased
have staged a protest against the mur-
der of their family members and have
blocked the Sarwodha road INP

ISLAMABAD: Oil prices
have inereased sharply after
several of the world's largest
exporters announced surprise
reduction in production ;
 The price of Brent crude oil
is_trading above $84 a barrel
2Lter jumping by more than
27

Economists  warned  that
higher oil gr_:r:es could make it
harder to bring down the cost
of living

Brent crude prices rose after
Saudi Arabia, }raq and several
Gulf states said on Sunday
they were cutting output by
more than one million barrels
of o1l a day.

In addition, Russia sad 1t
will extend its cut of half a
million barrels per day until
the end of the vear,

Energy giants BP and Shell
saw their share prices rise on

Monday, with both nsing more
than 4%

il prices soared when
Russia mvaded Ukrane, but
are now back at levels seen
before the conflict began

However, the US has been
calling for producers to
IMerease output 1n order to
push energy prices lower A
spokesperson  for the US

ational  Security Counci]
said, "We don't think cuts are
advisable at this moment given
market uncertamty - and we've
made that clear.”

High energy and fuel prices
have helped to drive up infla-
tion - the rate at which prices
rIse - Eutting TESSUTE O many
households' finances.

There have also been fears
that there could be an impact
on transport costs, if fuel
prices rise - INT

Rahul Gandhi files appeal
against jail sentence in
defamation case

ISLAMABAD. Indian opposi-

tion leader Rahul Gandhi has filed
an appeal agamst his conviction
and jail sentemce in a criminal
defamation case in Surat city of
India.
. He was sentenced to two years
in jail by a court in Gujarat state
for 2019 comments about Prime
Minister Marendra Modi's sur-
name at an election rally. The
Congress leader was also disqual-
ified as a lawmaker later.

Opposition  leaders  have
accused the soverming Bharanva
Janata Party ?_‘BJP o?a political
vendetta, The BIP has demed this,
saying that due judicial process
was [ollowed in the case National
elections are due in India next
wvear, and Mr Gandhi will not be
allowed to contest until his sen-
tence is suspended or he 15 acquit-
ted in the case Gandhi appeared at
the court in Surat ity with his sis-
tor Privanka Gandhi Vadra and

other top Congress leaders on
Monday afternoon Many
Congress workers had gathered
outside the court in support of Mr
Gandhi. holding banners with the
words "save democracy” on them.
A senior police official told ANI
news agency that a large number
of Fohw personnel have been
deployed in Surat Legal website
Live Law reported that M
Gandhi's appeal was accompanied
by two applications: one o sus-
pend his sentence, or get bail, and
the other to suspend his convic-
tion. A decision in_his favour in
the second aEphwirun could lead
to his lawmaker status being rein-
staled, the website said Gandhi
was on bail for 30 days afler being
given time to appeal the judge-
ment, which was passed on 23
March. The defamation case
against him, brought by BIP law-
maker Purnesh Modi, revolved
around comments, [NP

Trump preparing for
battle at New York
court hearing, lawyer

ISLAMABAD: Former LIS,
president Donald Trump is "gear-
ing up for a batile" ahead of his
scheduled  court  hearing  on
Tuesday, his lawyer has said.

According to the reports,
Trump is expected to fly to New
York City from his Mar-a-Lago
home on Monday to face charges
related to hush money payments
made 1o & porm star

He then plans to return to
Florida following his courl hear-
ing, where he wiH address his sup-
porters Mr Trump has continued
to deny any wrongdoing His
lawyer, "Joe Tacopina, promised
that any charges against the for-
mer president will be fought vig-
orously. "He's  someone ~ who's
ﬁmnz to be ready for this fight,"

1t Tacopina told ABC's This
Week programme on sunday.
"We're ready for this fight. And

| look forward to moving this
thing along as quickly as possible
to exonerale him "

Media reports have said that Mr
Trump will be facing more than 30
charges related to business fraud
over a $130,000 [_Et‘}_if_lf_ﬂf-l[: pay-
out to Stormy Daniels in 2016 that
was made in an attempt to buy her
silence over an alleged affair

Sources familiar with the case
have told U5, media that the for-
mer president 18 being charged
with falsifying business records.
_ Detsils of the charges, includ-
ing what they are and how many,
remain under seal Tacopina has
said that he himself has not vet
seen the charges,

Trump has been reportedly
meeting with his advisors and
legal team to lEl.am his defence
ahead of his flight to MNew York on
Monday INP

ISLAMABAD: Fornier Ambassador Ayaz Wazir presciting lifs book Gtled “Stifed

Voice “to President Dr Arif Alvi.

said it is the government's priority to

Increasing women's
workforce participation to
enhance Pakistan’s economic

srowth: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
untapped potential to enhance economic growth
by encouragmg the participation of women m

INP-WealthPK, Dr
Mohsin, Assistant Professor at the Pakistan
Institute of Development Economics (PIDE]),
said GDP could increase by 60
wear 2023 if the female labour force becomes
equal to the male working population

She said despite making half of the country's
population, women had a remarkably low partic-
ipation rate of only 21 percent in the current
workforce and only 23 percent of women with a

the labour force
Talking to

umversity degree work.

In Balochistan, the female labour force partic-

|5?Iatinn 15 recorded at
shockimgly low.

Pakistan has one of the lowest rates of women
entrepreneurs in the world. Women own only 8
percent of micro, small and medium enterprises

(MSM Ezj, she said.
Accord:

Report 2022 Pakistan

countries for female economic participation and

Pakistan ready
to work with all
SCO countries
for achieving
common goals:
Amir Mugam

PESHAWAR: Adviser
to Prme Mimster on
Palitical and  Public
AfTairs, Engineer Amir
Mugam has stated that
Pakistan looks forward to
work with all Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
countries to achieve com-
mon goals, .

Virtually addressing the
20th meeting of Ministers
of Culwre of the member
states  of  Shanghai
Copperation
Organization, he =said
Pakistan attaches a great
importance to SCO - and
strongly believes thar it is
a unique platform to cele-
brate our commonalilies
and to work together 1o
forge a common future
marked by our rich cultur-
al hentage.

He said that SCO has
become an important plat-
form for the participating
countries 10 enhance their
cultural exchanges and
promote mutual under-
standing. J

The online meeting was
held in the chair of the
Minister of Culture of
India and also attended by
Ministers of Culture of
SCO Member States and
delegates INP

Shazia directs
authorities to
ensure
disbursement of
Benazir Kafaalat
in transparent
manner

ISLAMABAD Federal
Minister and Chairperson
Benazir Income Slﬂ:l ort
Programme (BISP)
Shazia Marri on Monday
has directed the con-
cerned authorities  for
maore vigilance to ensure
the disbursement of
Benazir Kafaalal and
other mitiatives in a more
transparent manmner.

According to  press
release, she presided over
a meeting on zoom and

the Secretary Benazir
Income Sy I]mﬂ
Pr_u;ﬁrammg : 5P}
brieted Mimster repard-

ing the ongoing quarierly
disbursement of Benazir
Kafaalat which has been
enhanced from Rs 7000 to
8500 by the Federal
GovernmentThe meeting
was attended by the
Secretary Benazir Income
Support Programme
Yusuf Khan, Additional
Secretary Dr Tahir Noor,
and all Director Generals
including  heads of
Provinces and region The
details of other initiatives
including disbursement of
Benaanir Taleemi TNP

N,

ng to the Global Gender Gap Index

has enarmaotls

opportunity _ _
As per the International Labour Organization
(ILO), the Female Labour Force Participation

FLFP) rates in Pakistan are very low, rangis

percent by the

tive. Dr,

1

Mariam gmm 14-21.7 percent aver the period 1990-2 19
Discussing the reasons, the PIDE assistant
professor said disciminatory social norms, lack
of support. nigid workmg culture along with lack
of affordable and quality childcare centres had
made a large percentage of women unproduc-
Zainab Maeem, Assistant Research
Fellow at the SDPI, said it would be in the best
interest to enhance female participation n busi-
ness activities. Women I"If'.'ﬂd encouragement Lo

initiate start-ups and use innovative ideas to

4.9 percent, which is

solve persistent economic problems plaguing the
country “To encourage female participation in

the labour force, prudent measures must be taken

to provide a level playing field. These include
the implementation of pro-women laws, expan-
sion of financial access for women, flexible

working hours, and better childcare facilities. In

ranks 145 out of 146

addition, we must acknowledge the participation
of rural women in the agriculture sector,” she

added INP

SC rejects Fawad Ch’s
request to de-seal entry
points of Red Zone

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
(5C) on Monday rejected the request of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Fawad Chaudhry to order to de-seal the
mﬁ points of the Red Zone,

e PTI leader appeared in the apex
court and said that the :ﬂég}' points of the
Red Zone had been sealed,

“It seems as 1f we were in Gaza, Even
the lawyers are being prevented from
entening the Red Zone Arguments are
taking place at the entry points,” he
argued before the court )

"We are conducting hearing of the
case. It is not necessary for thousands of
lawvers 1o come. If vou have mven a
call to the lawvers, talk o them,” Chief
Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial
said. The nine workers of Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), whose post-arrest
bail petitions had been dismissed in the
gase of vandalism and torture of police-
men in Zaman Park, were Monday pro-
duced in an anti-terronsm court %ﬁk C)
of Lahore The accused were produced
hefore the court after their judicial
remand ended. “Weapons and petrol
biombs had been recovered from these
suspects,”  the nvestigation report
said ATC Administrative Judige Abhar
Giul Khan conducted the hearing. It is (o
be noted here that 93 suspects in the case
lrave been released on bal An anti-ter-
rofstn court (ATC) in Lahore Monday
extended the interim bail of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insafl’ (PTI) leaders ull April
17 next in the case of vandalism in the
judicial complex. INP

ISLAMABAD: Neil Hawkin High Commissioner of Australia called on
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Ishag Dar

Russia announces arrest of
suspect in cafe killing of
pro-war blogger

ISLAMABAD: Russian imvestiga-
tors have arrested a woman allegedly
involved in the killing of pro-war ]u%-
ger Viadlen Tatarsky in a blast at a St
Petersburg cafe .

In video released by authorties -
most likely recorded under duress -
Darya Trepova 15 heard admitting she
handed over a statuette that later blew
1] ;

But in the footage released, she does
not say she knew there would be an
explosion, nor admit any further role.

. More than 30 people were wounded
in the burnhm% in Russia's second city

Tatarsky had been attending a patn-
olic meeling with supporters in the
cafe as a goest speaker, ) )

A video circulating on social media
showed a voung woman in a brown
coat apparently entering the cafe with a
cardboard box. -

Images showed the box being placed
on a table in the cafe before the woman

sat down. Another video showed a stat-
ue being handed to Tatarsky.

In a briet excerpt of her interroga-
tion released by the mimstry, Darya
Trepova, 26, sighed repeatedly.

When her interrogator asked if she
knew why she was detained. she
replied: "I would say for being at the
scene of Vliadlen Tatarsky's murder... |
handed owver the statuette which blew

Asked who gave it to her she

responded: "Can [ tell you later
please?"Russia's anti-terrorism com-
mittee alleged the attack was organised
by Ukraiman special services "with
l‘:LHJ'ﬂ co-operating with" opposition
cader Alexei Mavalny Navalny has
been in jail ever since he returned to
Russia from Germany in January 2021,
He survived a nerve agent attack in
Russia in August 2020, which was
blamed on Russian security service
agents. INT

Q-commerce awaits
subsidy to meet growth
targets: WealthPK

ISLAMABAID The newly emerging
g-commerce industry needs subsidies 1o
keep its head above waler, as the rising
inflation in Pakistan is hitting it hard like
the other sectors of economy.

Talking to WealthPK, Mawahid Tanq,
CEO of Apna Mart, a Taxila-based g-
commerce starfup, said that inflation 15
denting the industry mainly in two ways
mcrease in the oil prices and the declin-
ing %r:husmg power of consumers.

"The increase in the oil prices has
caused a surge in the transportation cost
The transportation cost constitutes a
large share of the overall cost of running
a g-commerce busingss. The net profits
of businesses in this industry are under
hesvy pressure, as the cost of transporta-
non per delivery has scaled up. The

declining purchasing power of con-
sumers is the second factor responsible
for the industry’'s low revenues. With the

rise in inflation, the real income of con-
sumers has plummeted in a real sense
Customers now demand fewer goods to

be deliversd to their doorsteps,” he said

The Consumer Price Index (CPI)
stands at 31.5%, according to the Bureau
of Statistics. Food inflation in Pakistan
Juﬂ}ged UF to 45.1% in February from
42 9% in January 2023

Similarly, oil prices have also shown
an unprecedented rise. The petrol price
has risen by 78 percent this year as com-
pared to the previous year. High-speed
diesel (HSD) has shown an increase of
95 ‘%’chem this year.

“With a flourishing e-commerce in
Pakistan for years, local investors are
taking interest in gq-commerce. The con-
sumer base of Pakistan is substantial, as
it has a considerable size of middle
class, "Regarding the government’s plan
tor givee fuel subsidy 1o the motoreyelists,
he said, "It is commendable that the
government is coming up with a target-
ed fuel subsidy for the low-income peo-

le. However, g-commerce can also
flourish if the same subsidy 15 extended
to the industry. TNP




