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employees protest

May 14 new date for
Punjab poll as SC declares
ECP order unconstitutional

Balochistan
Wildlife launches
crackdown
against illegal
hunters in Zhob

Dawood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD:The
Supreme Court an Tuesday
declared the  Election
Commission of Pakistan's
order unconstitutional and
directed the government to
hold elections on May 14 in
the Punjab province.

The much-awaited judg-
ment was announced by the
apex court on Tuesday after-
noon, the entire nation was
waiting for it.

The wmpugned
daled 22,03.2023 made by
the Election Commission of
Pakistan 15 declared to be
unconstitutional,  without
lawful authority or jurisdic-
tion, vaid ab-initio, of no
legal effect, and i1s hereby
c’uashed the ruling said
Nether the Constitution
nor the law empowers the
Commission to extend the
date of elections beyond the
90 days period as provided
in Ammi) 224(2) of the
Constitution.”

The ECP
had declared
October 8 as

a new date

order =

L2y

earlier set on April 30,
consultation with the pres

nt

The reserved verdict was
issued today by a three-
member bench ‘headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Umar Ata Bandial
and comprising Justice
Munib_ Akhtar and Justice
ljazul Ahsan.

The court noted that dur-
ing the course of hearings,

/
mission would be able to
organise and conduct the
eueral elections to the

njab and Khyber
Pak tunkhwa (KP) assem-

s honestly, justly and
I‘a:rly

Apex court
to continue
hearing case

Jfor polls

The ECP had on March
announced that the elections
in Pumjab would be held on

with 1

the ECP had CJtLLuHLﬁ‘ﬂ\'
stated that if it was provided

assistance by the executive
authorities in the provinces
and Centre,

necessary aid and

Keep

then the com-

regarding
elections in KP

this m view, the
court directed the federal

government to release e
ton funds worth Rs21_bil-
lion to the ECP b%, April 10
for elections to the assem-
bhn,s of Punjab and KP.

he Commission sh:
by April 11, file a repor
the court slalmg whether the
said funds have been pro-
vided and received and if
so, whether i full or in part.
The report shall be placed
before the members of the
bench for consideration in
chambers
“If the funds have not
been provided or there 1s a
shortfall, as the case may
be, the court may make such
orders and give such direc-
tions as are deemed appro-

priate to such person or
authority as necessary in
this regard,” the SC order

sai

It directed the ECP to
utilise the funds for elec-
tions to the Pun b
Assembly in  the firs
mstance and added that |I
there was a shortfall in
funds for po]]s in KP later,
the ECP “may make an
appropriate representation
to this court for such con-
sideration and orders as
deemed appropriate”.

ECP order of
March 22
declared
unconstitutional

The court also instructed
the Punjab caretaker gov-
ernment, mspector “EHETBI
and chief secretary (securi-
tv) to provide the electoral
body with a sccunly plan by

Apri . “Furthermore, i
any case, the (_mvunmmt o
Pumjab_and all officials
thereof must. in the dis-
charge of constitutional and
Ieﬂaf duties and responsibil-
ities, proactively provide all
aid and assistance to th
Commission for the honlm_1
and conduct of the genera

Ali Khan Mandokhail
ZHOBThe Balochistan
Wildlife department
launched  a  crackdown
against the illegal hunters
operating in the Zhob district

£
of the provinge on Monday

evening,
Iaunched

The depanment
the erackdown
U Chiel Minister
B'nloc\nslan took a notice of
e illezal hunting of crancs
e migratory birds in
the Qam ruddin Karez arca of
the district
The forcst and wildlife
officials recovered huntin
nets lefi by the influential
illegal huniers in ihe area
The illegal hunters managed
o escape  from  the
Qamruddin Karez and other
arcas famous for hosting
migratory birds from Siberia,

Under the direction of
Wildlife Balochisian Chicf
Conservator, Shanf Baloch,
Deputy Commissioner Zhob,
the Assistant Conscrvator
Wildhife, Karam Khan ar
Assistant  Commissioner
Kakar  Khorasan  Imam

Bakhsh, SDO  Wildlife
Dawood Khan Mandukhel,
In-charge Wildlife Basir

Ahmad Kokar, SHO Kakar
Khorasan Bakht Mir Khosti,
Wildlife Staff Levies Foree
persanncl visited
Qamaruddin Kariz, Wahab
Dam, Zari Digar, Wasta Kok
Kontrokai, and other remote
areas."We  will continue
these visits on a daily basis
t© bring an end to- illegal
hunting " Khan
Kakar,  the  Assistant
Conscrvator of Forest said
Ashar, o local organiza-

ooHan, e apex, court Senior sion siriving for the conser-
say that the Tederal govern- adrmmsrrarran T chnge el donand
ment, in the discharge of its als and i S MSIN
consfitutional duties, was [rf- o th e Ay
bound to provide aid and ass || W4 ife visited the  against the  influcntial
istance to the Ef P as req amriddin hunters engaged in the illegal
uired by 1t for holding e]ec- hunting of cranes and other

__Rare e binds.

tions in Punjab and migratory

Governor Kakar visits BUITEMS stresses

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan,
Malik Abdul Wali Kakar directed the
Balochistan University of [nformahen
Technology Engineering

anagement Sciences (BUIII:MS)
administration to ensure merit and trans-
parency in appointments and admis-

BUITEMS
one of the best
universities in Asia

“No compromise aver merit and trans-
paren?r the Governor told the acting
Vice-Chancellor of BUITEMS, Dr
Abdul Rehman Achakzai, senior faculty
members, and staff members. The
Governor was thoroughly briefed about
the process of admissions and recruit-
ment process at the university.

need for transparency

Acting VC briefed
the Governor

The Acting VC also apprised the
Governor/Chancellor _of the university
about the prevailing financial crisis. The
Chanee!lor anure that all owt_ efforts
¥ e to address the financial
issues of’ lhe university

Governor removes 4
VCs in Balochistan

On this occasion, Governor Balochistan
Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar said that the
teachers of BUITEMS University should
focus on ensuring the bright future of the
entire Balochistan instead of limiting it to
the four walls of the university.

It is an honor to become a
teacher: Governor

AL

SC verdict will fuel constitutional
crisis, says Law Minister

ISLAMABAD : Federal Law
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar on

He said that it is a matter of honor to
become a teacher in society, therefore it is

| the human duty of every intelligent person

to use all their hidden abilities to create a
society He said that the time has
come for us to produce our own experts to
utilize all the resources and raw materials
of our provinee,

Government to provide
necessary facilities to
universities

He said that it is our responsibility to
provide the necessary facilities. and educa-
tional environment and secure the Future of
the students of the universi

Later, the Govemnor met wha
have pen"umaed at the nat-onal leue! m the
field of sports at the Balochistan Beauty
University and distributed awards and cer-

" uficates to them while appreciating their

tireless  efforts. rher,  Governor
Balochistan formail) inaugurated smart
classrooms at IT University.

Imran Khan responsﬂ)le for putting
country into crisis: Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD

which also affected the
agreement with IMF. He
said Imran Khan is also

Tuesday said the Supreme
Court's verdict_in the election
delay case, will further fuel
constitutional and  political
crises in the n.ount?

The Supreme Court today

declared the ECP's order post-
poning the provincial assembly
Llcclmns until October 8 as
“unconstitutional” and ordered
the government to release Rs21
billion funds for elections in
Punjab by April 10.

Law Minister Tarar regretted
the decision of the three-mem-
ber bench of the apex court say-
ing it will further aggravate the

constitutional and  political

mmmer sai

He appealed the chief justice
to “unite the house, none will
be able 1o object over the unit-
ed decisions”, he said.

“Still, we have time to consti-
tute the full court bench for res-
olution of the matter,” he
added

After the apex court verdict,
the law minister in a media talk
raised (]LLL!“QH& OVEr case pro-
cecdmis He said that the
nation has wnmessed a division
among judges INP

b sty Interior Minister Rana

yebrows are being raised | Sapaullah has reiterated
over the six judges’ bench of | demand of constituting
the court formed today,” law | full coun bench to hear

the case pertaining to the
elections in Punjab and
Khyher Pakhtunkhwa

alking to news men
along with Minister for
Law Azam Nazeer Tarar
outside Supreme Court of
Pakistan in Islamabad on
Tuesday, he said we hope
that such decision will
come which will not on\y
bring the country out of
prevailing quagmire, Iml
also move the issue for-
wal

He said the Prime

Minister and the Minister
for Law very clearly pre-
sented the govemment's
stance over the three-
member bench in the

Parliament T
crnticizing

Slrong\;

PTIL chief, the Interior
Minister said Imran Khan
created political crisis,

responsible for putf
the country into judi
we are  facing

Kana Sanaullah again
demanded holding elec-
nuns in the country on the

e day as cunduclmg
e\ecuoni in WO
provinces will push e
country towards anather
political and constitution-
al erisis.He hoped that the
Chief Justice Supreme
Court of Pakistan will
consider the demand of
the entire nation in this
case INP

Balochistan Unwersﬁy shut down after employees protest

Syed Muhammad Qaseem

A rhe Balochistan University was shut down on Tuesday as

members and employees staged a protest demonstration for the
se(_:rnﬁd oons:n:uh\e day against non-payment of salaries,

Balochistan Law College and University.

Governor removes 4 VCs
of Balochistan

to the B

The protesters were also
oyees. The university

ding an
Universities Act 2022 and the ion of empl

employees and faculty membm staged aJmm pmtest damnmmnm to B
mount pressure on the and the p! o 8

pay salaries 3 !

“Our faculty members and employees are deprived of salaries for the
I&Sl wo munll{

“Our faculty members and cm{oﬁws are deprived of salaries for the
last two months”, Nazeer Ahmed ri, the central leader of the universi-
ty’s academic smﬂ'assoc\a{mn said,

Professor Kaleemullah Bareech, Shah Ali Bugti, and other leaders of the

employees and faculty members have already closed the "

employees and faculty
immediate payment
The representative organization of teachers Academic Staff
r\%SOCHIIIOﬂ University
Eluyew Union locked the offices oE all depaﬂmenls including transport
cl‘L & university, and raised black flags

Protesters also demand me removal of VC UoB

salaries.

fcers Association,

members addressed the protesters and demanded

and Balochistan University

a

The

3[3%

They lamented that empl

ees are deprived of salaies pending promo-
tion, up-gradation, time scale cases, amendment of the L? i
representation of associations in the bodies of the University Act.
rotesters also demanded the removal of the Vice-Chancellor and
urged the government to take practical and effective steps to solve the
financial issues faced by the universi
Almost all public universities in Balochistan have been facing financial
problems. Faculty members and employees of the universities have been
mt:sl demonstrations againsi the non-payment of salaries
MS employees also slagl,e protests
o The employees of ihe B

ties Act,

ochistan University of Information

Sciences (BUITEMS) also

m\gcd aseries of pron.sts mstdc the university a few days back against the
non-payment of salaries.

So far, the Balochistan government has
to solve the financial issues of the universitie

iled to take any effective steps
s.




Editor Asim Kh

Increasing ratio of suicides
in Balochistan

QUETTA VOICE

In Balochistan, the ratio of suicides continues to increase especially among

the women segment of society al an alarming level. Statistics shared |
overnmental organization about the alarming increase in

known Paank, & no

by a little

the number of suicide cases should be an eve-opener for policymakers

The organization reports 56 suicide cases most of them women during the last
three months 1n Balochistan, Last year, 80 suicide cases were reported across
Balochistan. The cases must be hugher than whiat 1s being gucted by the NGO

since most of the cases go unnaticed in rural Balochistan

tribal taboos

ecause of social and

Mental stress, social-tribal taboos, unemployment and poverty main reasons
behind the increasing suicides ratio
Mental stress, social-tnibal taboos, unemployment and poverty appeared to be

the underlying reasons behind the increasing ratio of suicides

nd this phe-

nomenon is not confined to Balochistan rather it is an issue faced by different

parts of the glabe,

_ Especially, frequent cases of suicides have been reported on social media

from Balochistan s Mekran division. A growing
which is considered 1o be the intellectual capital

number o 1
of Balochistan are disturbing

r of cases in Mekran

O defines mental health as a state of mental well-being that enables peo-

IW
ple to co
The

¢ with the stress of life
‘orld Health Orgamisation defines mental health as a state of mental

well-being that enables people to cope with the stresses of life, realize therr

abilities, fearn

well, and contribute to the communit

human right, but in the non-urban social setup in Baloch
issues that include mental disorders, psychosocial disabilities as well as the risk
of self-harm, are generally 1gnored and not grven the right level of importance.

In most cases, pe%?‘h commit suicide due to stress and depression to get rid

of worldly issues.
counsel

Dr. Ghulam Rasool.

Mental health is a basic

alochistan, mental health

ere have been no proper health institutions to provide

ling to mentally challenged peopl

Physiatry institutes should be esta g
The health department established a physiat

Complex Hospital (BMCH)

e
hIFshed on the district level
institute in the Bolan Medical
after the heclic efforts of well-known psychiatrist
However, the institution needs more manpower and fac
ties to treat mentally ill people Such institutes need to be established on district

levels to make sure timely medical treatment/counseling of mentally challenged

people.

_ Itis ironic of fate that mental disorder/stress is hardly considered an illness
in our society. People take it \'er{ h%htly and easily and prefer to avoid psychi -
shoul

atrists. An awareness program

d be launched by the Balochistan govern-

ment to create awareness among the people about mental disorders and other

depression issues.
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Time for decisive action

Never before in recent
decades has Pakistan
been in such a state of cri-
sis. Our economy, politics
and society are in disar-

Ay,

About the economy,
the question being asked
is: “will we soon default?’.

he  combination  of
external debt, imports,
and forex exchange
reserves leave many won-
dering Understandably,
the focus at present is on
survival

But even when qolicyr
makers take a longer
view of the economy,
soundbites about GDP
growth and IMF pro-
grammes replace vision
and strategy. There is no
deeper mquiry about
what 15 best for the coun-
try. Whether GDP growth
resulis from increase in
manufactured goods or
from one-time spending
of horrawms does not
figure in our discussion

MNor do we discuss how
to use the IMF pro-
gramime to strengthen the
country’s economic fun-
damentals and avoid
future crises. Both agri-
culture and manufactur-
ing are in dechine, conse-
guant]y plunging exports
Slow "accumulation of
capital and slow produc-
tivity  growth  have
reduced the economy’s
potential for growth

For years, the apparent
abject of our economic
policy has been 1o survive
the current economic eri-
sis by piling debt on debt,

until the next one comes
along. We continued to
take on more debt from
wherever it came. includ-
ing at very high rates
from the bond market. Mo
one gave any thought to
how it would be repai
Since 2008, Pakistan's
total stock of debt and lia-
bilities has grown by S85
billion, We have  paid
about $114 billion since
2008, vet the debt stock
has su)h grown by 385
billion. A more flawed
economic policy is hard
to find

Until a few years ago,
the debate in Pakistan
about economic growth
centred on whether we
are a security or a devel-
opment state. That line of
thought suggested that we
may be spending too
much on defence at the
expense of the economy.
The debate is redundant
now. So much of govern-
ment spending goes to
paying interest on loans
that all expenses. includ-
ing defence, have taken a
back seat. In fiscal 22, the
federal government spent
almost §5 per cent of its
net receipis on inierest
Most other expenses are
met from borrowing

Our troubles are not for
want of capital. They
result from ummagimative
policies. Post 9/11, the
country was awash in for-
eign exchange. By 2008,
we had spent it all and
were back with the IMF
with & sudden 40 per cent
devaluation. There was

nothing to show for the
money spent.

Much of the debt went
into meeting mmports and
debt servicing needs
Two-thirds of Our exter-
nal debt has been spent
on the budget and BoP,
and only one-third_on
development. Apart from
CPEC investment, the
debt amount was not
invested. Even the CPEC
proiects | selected by

akistan have not so far

increased our ability to
repay. There was no
*game changer”

Economic partners no
longer take us at our
word. In over a year, end-
less discussions with the
IMF have bome little
fruit. All commitments to
the IMF are now “prior
action” because we have

hina

A, are
reluctant to help. They
know that this patient is
addicted 1o life support

The key question that
needs 1o be asked by eco-
nomic planners is where
we want the economy to
go from here. What kind
of an economy Pakistan
aims to have i five, ten
or even fifty years
Specious talk about want-
ing to be a knowledge
economy or a producer of
high-tech goods does nat
cut it if we do not put in
the needed hard work and
mvestment into  these

a

Political capacity too is
fragile. With elec?l'cns in

H Akhtar Khan

a If.‘“' énm_\ﬂ‘lishand the
people dizzied by prices
and taxes, the back and
forth in the commitments
made to the IMF shows
the overnment’s
quandary This is the
cumulative effect of the
inability of successive
governments to offer a
Serious vision for the
economy.  Expediency
and special interests are
no substitute for strategy
It is time to get serious
Bluster can no longer
work _as policy, nor as
negotiating strategy. We
must have a plan not just
to exit the present crisis,
but also to put the econo-
my on a surer footing for
the future. While taking
the difficult measures to
restore the IMF  pro-
gramme, the government
must look at the future
The restored IMF pro-
famme will only see us
through another “year or
two. And it will further
increase our debt. What
happens next? .
e may like to weigh
the pros and cons of seek-
ing external debt relief.
Both the IMF and G20
have established mecha-
msms  for doing  so.
Decision-makers — must
decide on which is best.
do not_recommend debt
rescheduling, as that
guerel{ OStpones servic-
qug while increasing lia-
il

The money saved must
2o to paving back the
remaining debt at a faster
rate and investing to

increase the productivity
of the private sector.
Gradually, new debt
should be for projects
only, such that the econo-
my essentially needs for
growth and exports.

We have not seen pro=
longed periods of growth
The economy wall not

row by targeting just a
ew firms or sectors,
Overall demand must
increase. For that, the
income and purchasin,
power of the majority of
our people must increase.

Even within the present
constraints, we must find
ways 1o increase private
investment, They do not
have to be in large indus-
tries . alone.
Entrepreneurship at all
levels must grow, espe-
cially small and micro
industries. The latter’s
need for capital, technol-
ogy or ,enerﬁgy is not high
and suits the economy’s
present circumsiances

Small firms bring a lot
of wvalue. They are
presently operating in an
unhelpful governance cli-
mate_To Tacilitate their
growth, they must have
govemnment support. An
cvonomy _prospers when
consumption and produc-
tion increase. With proper
help these small firms
will boost production and
increase .~ purchasing
power. They could sow
the seeds of future large
firms. Increasing income
at the micro level would
help growth in demand
for the large industries.

“Power precedes liber-
ty — ...liberty, from the
very nature of things, is
dependent on
aner _.." Thus wrote the
nglish lawyer, judge,
writer and philosopher,
James Fitzjames Stephen
i book ‘Liberty,

Fraternity’

Stephen, a defender of
old English liberalism,
was a proponent of the
concept  of ‘Ordered
Liberty’. He was first a
friend but later a critic of
John Stuart Mill and his
treatise  “On_ Liberty’
(1859), a major source
today for free speech
advacacy Stephen’s own
lesser-known  book,
which he criticised Mill,
was_said to be partly
inspired by his experi-
ences in India Between
1869 and 1872 he was a

legal member of the
Viceroy’'s Executive
Council in India and on
the an Law

Commission. He had a
major hand in shaping
Pakistani law.

A

for Mill's concep-
tion of individual liberty,
Stephen, believed in the
inequality of men and
women and believed that
women, being the weaker
sex, would not be able to
enjoy the protection
men, if men and women
were placed on the same
legal and educational
footing His discrimimato-
_views extended to
political inequality as he
was also perturbed by the

The man behind
our sedition law

expanding democracy in
England at_the time In

1867 the English elec-
torate doubled, and all
adults had the nght to
vote. He believed univer-
sal  suffrage  would
achieve nothing because
political pawer would not
change its nature, The
person commanding the
greatest number would
still rule. Strength in
‘whatever form would still
determine ultimate politi-
cal power.

“In 1867, Stephen was
given the high-profile
task 1o Fmsecgle the gov-
emor of Jamaica, Edward
Eyre, for wrongly order-
ing the court martial and
execution of a Jamaican

olitical rival and_ critic
or involvement in the
Morant B?' Rebellion of

1865, Oddly during the
court hearing, Stephen
was observed praising
Eyre as a courageous man

had acted hon-

This _would obviously
contribute to the failure
of the prosecution and
showed his sympathies
towards a racist authori-

tarian.

In 1869, Stephen went
to India and drafted the
Indian Evidence Act and
reworked the draft of the
Indian Contract Act, bath
inherifed by Pakistan and
effective 10 this day. His
maost  interesting,  but
unsurprising, contribu-
tion 15 the amendment of
the Indian Penal Code in
1870 which introduced
Section 124 A, the law of

sedition. In short, Section
124A prohibits words or
other ~ conduct  which
causes hatred or con-
tempt, or excites disaffec-
tion (disloyalty or feel-
ings of enmity) towards
the government.

Pakistan inherited the
Indian Penal Code when
it gained its independ-

ce. It was considered a
masterpicce drafted pri-
marily by the notable
English jurist Thomas
B; mgmn Macaulay. The
first draft of the penal
code was completed in
1837 but was enacted in
1860 due to delays. The
urgency to enact then was
largely” prompted by the
1857" Indian War of
Independence or  the
Indian Mutiny as the
British called it. The
Penal Code was designed
to make imperial authori-
ty more effective and
legitimate, and there was
no better time than after
the rebellion

Macaulay had_ not
included the law of sedi-
tion at the time of enact-
ment of the Penal Code in
1860 — perhaps due to his
libertanian  sensibilities
regarding Spprestive
state powers. He had also
followed the lead of the
US constitution and limit-
ed the offence of treason
to levying war fagainst
the s(ale{r only, as
oplmsed to English crimi-
nal law where treason
offences were expansive
and included planning the
sovereign's death and
assisting enemies at war.

In "1870,  Stephen

inserted all of the missing
offences regarding trea-
son and sedition by
amendment (sections
121A, 1244, and 125 of
the Penal Code) He
showed surprise regard-
ing the omissions b

Macaulay and considered
such offences to be
“required in the circum-
stances” According to
Stephen, the law of sedi-
tion was Necessary to pro-
tect the British ‘colonial
overnment in India from
issent and rebellion.

In his book ‘A History
of the Criminal Law of
England’ (1883), Stephen
strongly _ advocated for
laws against sedition. He
was clear that freedom of
speech should be limited
to protect against the
spread of dangerous ideas
that could incite violence
or overthrow of the gov-
ernment. Stephen consid-
ered sedition to_be an

fence against internal
public tranquility but not
necessarily - accom
by or leading to open vio-
lence

So why is it that the
government could not be
expected  to
words  causing  mere
hatred, contempt, or dis-
affection short of incite-
ment to violence? The
simple reason is that sedi-
tion was seen as a prelim-
inary step that could (but
not " necessarily would)
lead 10 an actual rebel-
lion. Seditious words
were sufficient for the
government to be offend-
ed, even in the absence of
a risk of a rebellion, and

By Mian Sami ud-Din
1o punish such speech
The deeper reason per-
haps relates to Stephen’s
understanding of _the
social construct within
which this law must exist.

Stephen distinguished
two types of relationships
betweéen rulers and their
subjects. One where the
rulér is the agent and ser-
vant of the subjects,
accountable to them and
capable of being censured
and replaced The law of
sedition was not required
in such a relationship
The ather iype he stated
was where “the ruler is
regarded as the superior
of the subject” and in
such a relationship “it
must necessarily follow
that it is wrong 1o censure
him ?en]y, .. mistakes
should be pointed out
with the utmost respect,
and...no censure should
be cast upon him likely or
designed to diminish_ his
authority.™ Tt is clear
which relationship
between ruler an -
jects Stephen preferred,
and us Pakistanis are not
in_ the least unfamiliar
with such a relationship
We have had our share of
rulers, civilian and mili-
tary, which viewed their
relationship the way
Stephen did during the
Victorian era. The Penal
Code and the Criminal
Procedure !
held to be great legisla-
tive achievements, Some
may argue that it would
be reductionism to dis-
miss such legislation as
essentially an exercise in

er.

A bonfire of literary

hat use do
we have for
the poets,
writers and,
in a general
sense, intel-
lectuals whose business it
is to teach us to think, to
feel and to dream? Well, a
measure of what such
creative individuals have
contributed to our society
is available in the qualin
and strength of our intel-
lectual, educational and
cultural resources.

Sadly, any assessment
that you make in this
regm&( would leave you
with a larger deficit than
there is in the nation's
financial balance sheet
And we do nol seem to be
so worried about our
intellectual deficit while
we struggle so desperate-
Iy 1o make ends meet,
collectively, Nor is it s0
evident to us that both the
deficits have a symbiotic
relationship.

Anyhow, we have
some comforting distrac-
tions around this time of
the year. Call it a bonfire
of literary festivals. This
weekend, we have the

14th  edition of the
Karachi Literature
Festival = KLF - that
may rightly be designated

as the maother of all liter-
ary festivals of Pakistan
It is surely a big event,
tilting somewhat towards
an economic dimension
with the theme ‘People,
Planet and Possibilities”
ut as 1 write these
waords, I have still to fully
recover from the hang-
aver of the literary festi-
val I attended in Lahore
last weekend. Actually, a
certain kind of mood that

festivals

is aroused by a literary
festival is passing on
from one event to the
next, While there will be
time to sum up one’s
involvement with  the
resent season of the
F, let me dwell a bit on
my experience of Lahore.

In fact, the three-day
Pakistan terature
Festival — PLF - held at
Alhamra was an inaugu-
ral event of its own kind,
adding a new chapter to
the catalogue of our liter-

¢ celebrations. It was
sponsored by the Ars
Council of Pakistan,
Karachi, and was wholly
organized by a team
iransported from Karachi.
Tt goes to the credit of the
Arts Council’s president,
Ahmed Shab, and i3
energetic team that it
turned out to be a success,
with 1ts focus on youth
and a lively blend (,fymsr,
ature, current affairs, arts
and music

For me, the real worth
of a literary festival is not
so much “the discourse
that is held in specific
sessions but what tran-
}T;en on the sidelines.

is coming together of
scores of leading writers
and  eritics, 'mcmdinf
some m  abroad,
inspires an endless series
of casual encounters that
can be so insightful and
invigorating. Lahore last
weeﬁ, thus, was a feast
for me as Karachi is turn-
ing out 1o be.

Ah, but the PLF was
flanked by sad news
When some of us were
waiting ta board the flight
Tor Lahore on Friday [ast
week, we got the message
that Amjad Islam Amjad

had died in Lahore. When
we left for the
the return
Monday, we
Zia Mohyeddin's demise
in Karachi. However, the
tming of these tragedies
has allowed us o share
our sorrow. Amjad Islam
Amjad’s absence was
very conspicuous in the
Lahare festival and both,
he and Zia Mohyeds
are fondly heing, remes
bered in Karachi and
Lahore
In Lahore, because this
weekend  the  Faiz
Foundation is holding its
Tth - aiz
Festival at Alhamra and it
is as elaborately desipned
as, say, the KLF That
these major festivals have
averlapped is not nice
because the Literary stars
we have are limited in
number and some of them
have 1o rush from one
place to the other to make
appearances in both

And then, there is the
tenth editton of the
Lahore Literary Festival

LF - next week, also
at Alhamra That is wh
see all this as the bonfire
of literary festivals, illu-
minating or a brief pen-
od our relatively barren
cultural and literary land-
scape. For the litérati of
Karachi and Lahore, this
Eleelmg mterlude 15 a
moveable feast. The pity
that with all these
really enterprising ven-
wires, they cannot bring
Basant back to Lahore.

Incidentally, this past
week during this month
of February, marked as
spring in the calendar,
had fandmark dates that
provide

Growing discontent

By Abdul Sattar

Interacting with people
has always been one of
the main components of
the art of ruling, In India,
the panchayat system in
villages ensures that peo-
ple from the ruling class
regularly interact with the
rul n modern demac-
racies like the UK, local
parliamentarians invest
their eneigies in schemes
that nprcasc their voters,
They also prefer to meet
their constituents by reg-
ularly visiting their con-
stituencies and sparing
some time for those who
vote them into y

In the past, Greek city
states, including Athens,

u echa-
nism that could help them
learn about people’s sen-
timents, Even Sparta,
which was dictatornal
nature, had crafted some
principles that would
enable them o have first-
hand knowledge of peo-
ple’s feelings.

In Pakistan, there has
been a lack of interaction
between the ruling elite
and the people. Many
parliamentanans prefer to

stay  in federal and
pravinca capitals.
enj

[ 'm% luxuries of life
in elite housing societies
and upscale ne»ﬁhhourr
hoods. 1t is true that they
show up at the funerals of
some local notables in
their constituencies, but
mostly they remain away
from ‘their native towns
and only bother to meet
their voiers at the time of
elections.

These politicians do
not have proper offices in
their constituencies to
meet their voters and

learn about their prob-
lems, ~After becoming
public representatives,
they completely ignore
their voters who come in
draves to cast their votes
and help them win

Our prime muinisters,
who should be in the
ugper and Tower houses
of parliament to_answer
the questions of public
representatives,  find
excuses to avoid these
sessions. It is true that
some former prime min-
isters did attend the ses-
sions, but it is also a bitter
truth that most of them
frequently offer excuses
to remain absent from
such gatherings

For instance, former
E"""° minister, Nawaz
Sharif was crificized by a
number of critics for giv-
ing less time to perlia.
ment during 2013 and
201 He ™ reportedly
attended 63 days during
his tenure after which he
was disqualified
Nawaz's nephew Hamza
Sharif attended only 31
sessions.  His younger
brother, Shehbaz Sharil
was criticized for skip-
ping various sessions of
the Punjab  Assembly
despite being the leader
of the house

During the same term,
the political rival of the
Sharifs, Imran Khan, also
had the lowest attendance
in parliament. During the
2013-2018  term, . he
attended only 20 National

ssembly sessions out of
the total of 465.

Not only do prime min-
isters and’ chiel ministers
ove ta ignore parliamen-
tary sessions. but federal
and provincial ministers
also Follow in the foot-
steps of their political

mentors when it comes to
attending legislative ses-
sions. %/Iany ministers
and advisers spend their
time in different coun-
tries, attending various
conferences or accompa-
nying the prime mimister
as a member of the dele-
gation 2
Those who monitor
parliamentary affairs
often witness the anger of
various commitiee mem-
bers over the absence of
ministers and advisers. It
seems that members of
our ruling elite are not
only indifferent to the
problems of their con-
stituents, but are also
accustomed to skipping
the meetings held to dis-
cuss such problems. This
ndifference  prompts
them to come up with
anti-people wlicies.
Their development
schemes and social proj-
ects indicate that they
cater to the needs of the
select few. They seem to
ave  less  awareness
about the issues being
faced by the people.
For " instance, since
1988, the country ma
have witnessed hundreds
of development and infra-
structure projects, and
most of these_projects
were designed in a way
that led to the demolition
of numerous slums and
low-income areas.

From  the  Lyar
Expressway. and Gujjar
Nullah affectees and

farmers around Ravi in
Lahore to victims of the
Mirani dam n
Balochistan, millions of
peaple have either been
displaced or their liveli-
hoods destroyed because
of these projects. Due to
anti-encroachment

drives, thousands of peo-
ple Iose their sources of
employment every year.
Tt is amusing that authon-
tfies never pay attention to
elite schools or expensive
hotels or thousands of
private-property owners
who encroach upon cost-
Iy public land The uling
élite sull plans to launch
such schemes that will
largely affect the poor
residents of various local
ities. We are yet to see i
those ave
encroached rallways land
will be evicted or not
when the railway upgrade
projects are carned out in
the next few years.

But why do sections of
our ruling elite demon-
strate such nonchalance
towards ordinary pecple?
The answer liesin lack of
interaction between the
rulers and the ruled.
There was a tme when
sections of the elite
would send their siblings
chools, pub-
ov-
ernment colleges where
rich people would get an
opportunity to inleract
with students from differ-
ent financial  back-
grounds. But with the rise
of gated communities and
ultra-modern _ housing
societies, such interaction
has come to an end.

Elite and posh neigh-
bourhoods have their own
schools and higher educa-
tion institutions which are
affiliated with foreign
education  instifutions.
Small markets and ven-
dors outside these areas
used to be one of the
ways connecting the rich
of "the country to veg-
etable sellers or shop-
keepers. With the rise of
shopping  malls, such

interaction is also over.

Most factory owners in
the past wmﬂ visit their
manufacturing  plants,
interacting  with _ their
em plaefﬂei Now with the
rise of modern technolo-
ay, the owners can moni-
workers

"CTV or any mobile
application. The fall of
trade unions, which used
to protest against harsh
g conditions or
non-acceptance of their
demands,  has  also
reduced the need for cap-
italists to show up at fac-
tories and talk 1o workers.

Most politicians from
the bottom layer of social
stratification made it to
parliament through stu-
dent and trade union poli-
tics.  Jehangir  Badar,
Igbal Haider, Taj Haider,
]\ﬁainj Muhammad Khan
and others were involved
in either trade unions or
student politics. Our rul-
ing elite has weakened
trade unions and banned
student  organizations
deliberately

Consequently, it has
became almasi impaossi-
ble for a low-income per-
son to participate in poli-
tics, and entering the
Pakistani parliament has
now become just a dream
for ordinary !Jeop]e Itis
no wonder then that an
overwhelming majority
of our lawmakers 1n
provincial assemblies and
parliament are million-
aires and billionaires
And these people serve
the same class.

If our politicians want
to consolidate demoeratic
traditions, they need to
reconnect with the people
and interact with them

The depositor’s

_ nflation is at
its highest ever
level, a mix of
a global com-
modity  super
cycle, a never

ending series of bad poi-

ey decisions, and the
imability to take any deci-
sions,

Inflation is the worst
kind of tax, and
materializes
country consistently runs
deficits (its expenses are
greater than its income),
and keeps plugging the
deficit through more hor-

wing. As inflation has
consistently remained in
double digits in the last
five years, the real inter-
est rates_have stayed in
the negative territory over
the last three vears

_ A real interest rate is
simply the  difference
between the interest rate
in an _economy, and the
rate of inflation” As infla-
tion exceeds interest rate,
there exists a negative
real interest rate, which
simply means that your
money will continue Tos-
ing its value in the future.

As households_and busi-

nesses alike figure that

thel” money is going {9

keep losing its value, They

spend that money and
rive up consumption,
which leads to a vicious

;y:lp of consumption

riving growth further
derailing an already frag-
ile economy.

Te avoid such a sce-
nario,  central banks
attempt to maintain a real
interest rate in the posi-
tive region. In our pecu-
liar case, the central bank
- the State Bank of

interest

Pakistan — doesn't seem
to care much about real
interest rates, so it just
consistently stays reac-
tive, rather than being
proactive. Eventually, the
central bank has to
increase interest rates,
and_this is what is_hap-
pening in  Pakistan,
wherein we are close w©
t]u_nhghaq ever interest rates.
The TMF is also prescrib-
ing a further increase in
interest rates, which is
vehemently bein;
opposed by our central

ank
When interest rates
increase, the theory goes
that people start saving
more, as they get a higher
return, andreduce con-
sumption.  This time
around, something differ-
ent is happening. Banks
are calling their deposi-
tors to convert their con-
ventional savings account
to Islamic  savings
account, On the surface,
this looks like a pious and
noble cause, but going
ceper one_figures that
this is a business decision
1o extract greater profits
from unaware depositors
The central bank — the
State Bank of Pakistan
mandates that the return
Ofsavings  accounts
should not be lower than
the floor rate as mandated
by the central bank, less
05 per cent. The floor
rate currently is 16
cent, and the minimum
savings rate mandated ‘Dz
the central bank 1s 155

i

But this is only appli-
cable for conventional
savings accounts, and not
on Islamic  savings

1 han

_or Islamic
his results in a
scenario  where banks
push customers 10 move
their_deposits from con-
ventianal  to Islamic
accounts, wherein t}u:g
get an average rate of
percent of loss. Through a
pious and loaded sales
pitch, banks benefit from
information asymmetry,
and push a ‘customer
towards Islamic accounts
without clanifying, or
educating them on the
potential opportunity loss
that they may have to
incurThis is a classic case
of information asymme-
try. An ordinary depositer
does not know any better,
and is the ideal vulnera-
ble target for an_ aggres-
sive sales campaign Dy a
bank to reduce its costs of
deposits. What better
sales pitch can a hank
have than a pious pitch to
become Shariah compli-

accoun
bank:

ant. P——

In a high inflationary
environment where real
ingomes are erod-
ed, it is imperative that
depositors ~ are T
blocked from accessing
prevai interest rates
due to information asym-
metry, and lack of regula-
tory concern. Multiple
opfions exist that allow
citizens to access high
interest rates available on

overnment _ securities,

ut due to information
asymmetry, and financial
illiteracy, not many are
able to benefit. The con-
ditions that block access
are_also by design, as
such products would can-
nibalize the business of
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PPP issues potlce.to S‘é‘;‘;‘;‘;f&;;fjg
Gabol for dlStlll‘blllg verdict decisive
remarks

for democracy
RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim

League (AML) Chief Sheikh
KARACHL, : The Khuhro issued the spokesperson  also e Ty
PPP on Tuesday has notice to Nabil Gabol, stressed that there is no Supreme Court (SC) in the elec-
issued a show-cause calling on him to place for such remarks tions case will decide between the
notice to senior politi-  explain  his remarks or nompartlamemary “democratic life or unconstitution-
cian_Nabil Gabol for within three days. In language al death of the state”
making insensitive case of non-clarifica- party’s policies. Taking a d\g at the overnment,
comments during a tion, it added, organisa- 15 no place for using he sau‘lg L-N supremo
recent interview on tional dnmplm;ry inappropriate wmdxlan 3 r\llam:iu lenffhiad I\\m:mncd Ihﬁi(
YouTube action will be taken non-parliamentary lan- QUETTA: Ad Met Ta, the decision of three judges woul
i & q Mengal “dd"ﬁsmg take the dollar rafe 1o Rs500,
His staemicat spircad. Supaivstlm, guage in the party’s pol to protestors of Al Balo:lustzm Nlumclpal Workers Association .

a controversy on social
media prompting swift
condemnation from the
wider public

Taking serious notice

“According to a
spokesperson for the
party “Inappropriate
conversation and use of
un-parliamentary vmn‘is

icy,” he said.

Nabil Gabol is under
fire after a string of
misogynistic and dis-
turbing remarks which

Widespread rain keeps

“Bilawal keeps sa?mg that emer-
gency or_marhal

imposed. Shehbaz Sharif says the
decision of three Audﬁcu is unac-
ceptable,” Sheikh Ras

law may be

d lamented

and wamed that the premier might
face contempt of court for defying
the orders.

It was constitutional right of the
chief justice to take suo moty and
remove the registrar, he said. The
AML chief sai

of his remarks, PPP
Sindh President Nisar

he has made on numer-
ous podeasts INP

are not the pi
PPPT The

of
parly's

ol : weather pleasant
Building climate

LAHORE,: The highlands Okara, Leh. 18, Murree 17,
and plains of the country Joharabad, Khanewal 12,
received rain and hail accom- Multan (t\ur;mn 12, City 7),

Khyber Pakluur\kh\\-a Potohar
Kashmir and Gilgit-

[ i e the coalition rulers

il3 141 panied by strong winds, after  Sahiwal 10, Toba Tek Singh, and thundershowers, the high- | o1 #1¢ side boycotted the judges
l‘eSlllellt CItles can hel Which the weather bécame  Faisalabad 9, Kasur 5, Lahore  est lovel in the country. - | bul begeed o submit ansyments on
colder, while more heavy rain  {City 8, Airport _6) and 1 Benazirabad [aoﬁ :Tsl‘he e sai elus lmc‘t

is expected at o places Chukv-a\ received 7 mm of recorded 39 degrees Celsius, “bgmd o Bov,

reduce greenhouse gas |oiii s ™ e vy Gt S vt | P B i e 1o
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, Ghazi Khan 4, Noorpur Thal and Mohenjodaro recorded 37 | 334 Sharif and Zardan families

Kashmir and should prepare to face public. INP

orth 3. Bhakkar 2, Hafizabad.
Balochistan during 24 houw Mandi Bahauddin, DI Khan,
The weather remained dry in  Bahawalnagar, Bahawalpur,
other parts of the counts: Auwock 1, Zhob 10 in
while 39 mm rain was recmr)r Balochistan, ~ Barkhan 3,

degrees Celsius.

he weather is dry in most
of the districts of thé province
including Quetta, \he mi

emissions: WealthPK

Funeral

ISLAMABAD Transfo
rming cities into more

and health
t Naz said nearly

“we need to adopt a holis-
tic approach to urban

ed in Kot Addu of Punjab and

Mugzaffarabad in Kashmir (air-

mum temperature in Quetta is
23 dewrees Celsius, 21 degrees

prayer of police

o 5 32 mm was recorded in ort 13, City 11}, Garhi Celsius in Kalat, 32 degrees

redtiect  Hnd. Mvible 40"/ of Paldmnx popus  develonment. Thls P;rachmar and Dir of Khyber upatta, Kotli 6, Rawalakot Celsius in Gwadar, 30 degrees c(]]]stables
placetAtrougit oal oo | ativa fyes.in trbahoareds “W“{“:" ocf""s‘d”sf'“ Pakhtunkhwa recorded 2 mm rainfall Celsius in_Jeoni, 30 degrees
Fn:‘g:tlw[:l%ms 5":1 “ﬂ':é]eﬁn = ecl(e:ib(op;xuszulg‘::ar]‘s ;g‘rs‘:rp Affecti B Besides Kakul, Balakot 26, Accordin| t Celsius _in  Nokundi, 3 Offered
Urbanmrability, ZTand 605 by 2050, tors palfecting Mrban | eidu Sharif 15, Malam Jabba  Meteorological Department, ius in Torbat and
el mimicEal s | AN G WeE At Nax baid %| 13, Darosh &, Kalam 7, Mir  the weather will remain dry in Slsius in. Sibi e —— -
-:eF; et il B i K Khani, Patan, Charat 6, Bacha  most of the plains on Tuesday, The percentage of humidity 9 oI, pruger

p reduce improving coordination  this approach requires Khan Airport 3. Peshawar however, rain and hail are the air in Quetta is 38 percent, | Police constable Muhammad Ayaz
greenhouse gas emis-  and integration among policy reforms. institu- (City 3, Alprpuri 2‘] Chitral 2, Tlikely to oceur in upper INP aﬂd Qasim Khan, who embraced

sions.
Talking to WealthPK in
this regard, Ms Azmat
Naz, a ,epuLy director at
the environment
tion department, IEun db
said  improving difies
resilience and Tivability

municipal services can
mprove service delivery
iciency and effective-
ness and ensure that
residents

tional gthening, and
strategic investments. For
instance, she added the
sovernment could intro-
uce policy reforms to
promate private sector
investment in urban infra-
structure and encourage

Punjab and KP polls delay case: SC
declares ECP's decision 'null and void’

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme  toral body _to reinstate its previ-

didates 1o be published on April

col T

martyrdom in an attack by terror-
\sls Tast might was offered at Police
Lines Kohat

A fresh contingent of police pre-
sented a salute to the martyr and
later the body was sent to native
town for burial with official proto-

was crucial for ensuring public-private partner- | Court (SC) ruled on Tuesday ous election schedule under 19, electoral symbols to be

sustainable development ships in urban develop- | that the Election Commission of  which l]:. were to be held on  issued on April 2 Imran spoiled diplomatic
and reducing greenhouse Iung term planning.  ment projects, Pakistan's (ECP) decision to  April 30, saying that the ECP Ahead of the expected ver- lati ith friendk
emissions. This has resulted in She said the govem- | postpone polls to the Punjab  could not go beyond the 90-day  dict, the Ministry of efemcehas relations with friendly

he added that achiev-
ing this goal required sig-
nificant” investments Tn
urban infrastructure and
improved rnumclp!ﬂ sery-

s manageme:
“In Pakmmn \lke many

unplanned urban growth,
leading to informal settle-
ments and slums,” she
add

She further stated that
these settlements lacked

ment could strengthen
urban development insti-
tutions and create a uni-
fied urban planning and
management framework.

his would ensure coor-

Assembly till Oct 8 was uncon-
stitutional  The reserved verdict
was given by a three-member
Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CIP) Umar Ata
Bandial and comprising Justice

bench headed b

stipulated time.

t maintained that 13 days
were wasted because of the
ECP’s unlawful dec
directed the caretaker g
ment in_Punjab to assist thc

n and

0lls.

submitted its re;imﬂ explaining
the reasoning by
refusal to provide security for

1h§;/%|

eni- eanwhile, a heavy contin-
ﬁmm of police, Rangers and FC

14

hind the army's

countries during his
tenure: Romina
ISLAMABAD
National Assembl
mina Khurshid Alam on

Member

PML (N) Ro

basic mmms and infra- inated and integrated | Munib Akhtar and Justice [jazul  commission s been deployed while barbed | said that pﬂkman highly value:
other developing coun- with residents  service delivery.” hsan The ECP postponed the date  wires have been placed around | fies with all friendly countries
tries, rapid urbanisation  often Ii\.‘mg in precarious “Strategic b h d deci- of the election in Punjab to the top court as part of security

and a growing population

conditions. The deputy

in urban infrastructure

sion was announced by the apex

October 8 initially whedu]ad o

measures 1o avoid any untoward

where foreign mlms[er and prime
minister were taking concrete

judge in Court Room | where
coalition leaders, joumnalists and
Jawyers were in_ atiendance

take place on April 30,
Court stated thar Constitution
and law don’t allow ECP to

situation
Furthermore, only relevant
people will be allowed to enter

have stressed already
strained resources and
infrastructure,” she noted

director noted that long-
term planning that con-
sidered all residents and

and disaster preparedness
are also critical,” she
said, adding that invest-

steps to improve relations with its
neighbours. Talking to  current
Affair program, she said, “Imran

This has resulted in ensured aoc:ss to basic  menls in renewable ener- OUlﬁ‘ﬂe the apex court’s build-  extend =|B'~‘l'0 dlﬂe Federal  the premises of the court after Khan%nvemmen: during its tequre
poor livahility conditions  services could rove sources, such as solar heavy  security = was %gwmmm directed to lg{lvc verification. People, who are | spoiled the diplomatic relations
and inadequate access to  urban resldems qlmlpr)' of and wind power, dC‘DIUYCd with a large contingent 21bn in funds to ECPbY pril - visiting the apex court for their | with friendly countries includin
basic services such as life“To these reduce emissions of police guarding the main 10, Nomination papers ‘to be cases, will have to show the | China, United States and isolat

entrance Coiirt ordered the elec- finalised by April 10, list of can-  proof to enter the building INP

Gas supply for
consumers better
this year, Senate told

ISLAMABAD: The Senate was informed on
Tuesday that gas supply s:lualnon for the consumers is
better this year as comy par d to the previous years

Speaking in the House during Question Hour,
Minister of State for Law Shahadat Awan said it is
because of the imely steps taken by the government,

The Minister of Sfate said the prices of gas are deter-
mined by Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority. He said
there was some increase in i %a: nce recently due to
onalpemem increase in Gener.

i

clean water, sanitation chalten_ges she said, improve air quality.INP Pakistan in the world".

_]|‘

Tax
ouncwl of Research

ISLAMABAD: Provincial Ombudsman of Balochistan, Nazar
Muhammad Baloch, presenting annual report 2021 of his institution to
President Dr Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Barriers hinder women’s
optimum participation in
CPEC: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD China-

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Ambassador Nawaf bin Saced Al-Malki called on
Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf,

Tough situation for
Russia as neighbouring
Finland joins NATO

Tt was moved by Minister of State for I aw Shahadat
Awan. Responding to a calling attention notice,
Minister for Education and Professional Training Rana
Tanveer Hussain said significant reforms have been
made in the boards of intermediate and secondary edu-
cation. He said we have also developed consensus of all
the provinces on the national curriculum and they are
now su\.namr 1 it

The Minister for Education assured that steps would
be taken to get removed inappropriate material in O-
Level syllabus INP

Parliamentary exchanges

ISLAMABAD: Russia
is likely to face a tough
situation in the coming
dxw as its neighbouring

ountry  Finland  has
I:ecame the 31st member
of the NATO securit
nl]mm;m and its flag will
J d at the
al]mnoes headquarters.

The Finnish foreign
minister handed the
accession document 1o
the US secretary of state
who declared Finland a
member.

leﬂnd s accession is a
setback  for ussia's
Vladimir Putin, who
repeatedly complained of
NAT('s éxpansion before
his full-ﬁc e invasion of
Ukraine,

The length of Russia's
border with NATO mem-
ber states has now dou-
bled

Finland shares a 1,340-
km (832-mile) eastern

frontier with Russia and
formally agphaﬁ to join
NATO with Sweden last
May because of Russia's

war

Kremlin  spokesman

Dm]lr'y{' Peskov warned
u

that ssia would be
hing ,]Usc]g what
hap ens  in inland.

descprlhm!, NATO's
enlargement as a | 'inla—
tion of our securi
our national mLeresl!.

Finland and Sweden

had  pr both
adumcéj a pe
alignment. But”after the
‘kraine invasion, they
clmse the protection of
ATO's Article Five,
whmh says an attack on
(me 1|Ir|em er is an attack

In effect, it means if
Finland were invaded or
attacked, all NATO mem-
bers - including the US -
would come to its aid.

Russia's invasion
orompted a surge in
Finnish _public opinion
Loward%r](!mmb NATO to
/o in favour,
This  will  make
leand safer and VATO
t

S:m.lurv Gcr\cml JLr\s
Stoltenberg told reporters
on Tuesday

"Presidént Putin had a
declared goal of the inva-
sion of NATO o gel less
NATO along its borders
and no more membership
n E\imgc he's getting
c-m:t]vt e opposite.”

Secretary of State

Anmny Blinken said he
was "fempted 1o say this
is maybe the one thing we
can thank Mr Putin for™

"Because he once again
here has precipitated
something he claims to
want to prevent by
Russia's aggression." he
said INP

effective tool for regional
development: Raja

ISLAMABAD: §
Pervez Ashraf on

ment During a meetin

fraternal

enjoyed s

eaker of National Assembly Raja
uesday said that pailwamemary
exchanges are an effective_tool for r

ional develop-

the Ambassador of i

with
dom of Saudi Arabia Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki, hc
that Pakistan and Saudl Al

rabia have always
leeply rooted in our

i
shared religion, culture, lradlllmw and mutual good-

will
ing times,"
uring the meeting, the

“Both nations have stood by each other in the test-

renewed their commitment

to further enhance cordial relations between Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia. Pervez Ashraf remarked that the peo-
ple and Govemnment of Pakistan have deep respect for
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and the Saudi
leadership He added that Pakistan remains fully com-
mitted to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of

Saudi Arabia as the coun[rg

tance to its relations with
sa

attaches immense impor-

Saudi Arabia. The Speaker
id that Saudi Arabia has always generously con-
ted to the social and economic development of

akistan Emphasizing  enhan
between Pakistan and Saudi Aral

bilateral trade
aker men-

tioned that cocgerauon in different sphera for mutual

interest would

e mutually beneficial NP

KASB Modaraba’s income increases

ISLAM‘\BAD Thc
income
Maodaraba quped lo
Rs2 5 million in the first
half of the engoing fiscal
year 202223, posting &

a‘?‘n_, ng increase of
177% over the paltry
Rs919,071 income made
in the same period of the
&euous fiscal, reports

‘ealthP|

The before-tax profit in
THFY23 also jumped to
Rs13.9  million * from

']{HFYZ m
2. posting  an
increase of 7‘;% %

The earnings per share

in 1HFY23™ stood at
Rs0.15 compared to
Rs0.08 in 1HFY22,

shawing an increase of

177% in 1HFY23: WealthPK

B88%.
is to mention here

that the process of metger
m‘ First Pak Modaraba,

First Pmdennal
Modaraba and KASB
Modaraba is underway
and expected 1o cnnclude
5000, Tha merger is
ewpec ed to positively

mpact the bottom line by

ucing costs of opera-
tions and mitigating the
negalive impact of taxa-
tion applicable on the
modaraba sector since the
last  fiscal
modaraba’s ° economic
size will also enable it to
increase ils iransaction
exposure size and lever-
age its operations in order
to expand its portfolio.

Eumlng> per share and
EPS growth

The cmnpsny reported
a loss per share in 2019
and 2020 at -Rs0.71 and -
Rs2,14, but managed to
mp!uve s performance,
resulting in samings per
share of Rs061 and
Rs0.13 in 2021 and 2022,

EPS growth has been
quite_ volatile over the
past four years, with high
ositive growth rates in
019 and 2021, but high
negative growth_rates
2020 and 2022, as
shown in the

above

he EPS growth rates

m %ercemaoge ints in
21 and

10"2 were ‘iD]T/h. -

201.41%, 128.5% and -
78.69%, respectively
negative EPS gmwlh rate
denotes a_decrease in
EPS from the prior year,
Industry comparison

Limited is the lowest cap
firm with a Rs51.5m mar-
ket cnpllahsauon
Tow by KASB
Mndaraba with a market
capitalisation of Rs324
million,  while OLP

Modaraba has. the great-
est market capitalisation
at Rs558.2 million. The
next highest market capi-
talisation is Rs157.3 mil-
lion of Pak-Gulf Leasi
Company Limited, f
lowed by First Prudential

Modaraba_with RsI39.5
million Higher ~market
capitalisation indicates a
firm is more established,
having greater financial
stability, pﬂ'ui‘labﬂwly and
growth potential than its
rivals. A company’s
lower market capitalisa-
tion does not, however,
imply it is 'asemlmsx
poorly KASB Modarab:
was formed under the
Modaraha (‘cm ame«

a

gloamlan zmd (‘omm\)
rdinance,

T il up
ose entity engaged i

jaral
musharaka
modaraba

Fnancmg
diminishing INP

Pakistan

onomic
Corndor (CPEC) and
ather initiatives have

thrown open a wealth of
opportumities o the
women workfarce  in
Pakistan, but there are
many barriers hindenng
their full participation
This is a significant chal-
Ien e that needs to be

ddressed by the govern-
mem and policymakers in
Pakistan, said experts
while talking to
WealthPK

Dr. Aliya H. Khan, a
leading economist and

A
Wcal:lILPK. 5
rovide ample uﬂum-
fles Tor the lo W%Wuu
tion to be absorbed in
labour workforee if accu-
rate measures are taken.”

She pointed out that the
SEZs under CPEC will
require both skilled ar\d
semi-skilled labour Tn
developing  countries,
women constituie more
than 50% and in some
cases 90% of employ-
ment in SEZs. This high
level of female employ-
ment and the important
role of SEZs in develop-
ing a country’s exports
means that the export-ori-
ents rocess in the past
three decades has been a
gendered one. Therefore,
the high degree of femi-
nization in “the SEZs 1s
unique to the recent era of
export-oriented industri-
a'hwhon, she said
itionally,
Pa).uswn had a low rate of
female Iabour force par-
ticipation, with only 22
of women aged 15 and
ahove being employed,”

said Dr Aliya.
She e of the
main bamers to female
workforce  participation
in Pakistan is the lack
access to education and
training. Many women
are not able to access
education beyond the pn-
mary level due to social
and  cultural barriers,
which limits their ability
t0 acquire skills and
knowledge needed to
enter the workforce. This
is ?arucmar\g true in
areas, where access
to Ldumhun and training
15 limit
Talking to Weal thPK,
economic polic |na|y>r
and gender specialist at
the ~UNDP  Maheen
Rashid said, “Women’s
mtegration in the eco-
o spheres of life is
important  for
Pﬂlﬂ:.lﬂn INP

LAHORE=: A women is leaves a wheat flour distribution center carry=
ing two heavy bags on her hand at Egerton Road.

Published by Asin khan at C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mardo Khail Plaze Mission Road

Quetfa.



Page #04

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Wednesday,April.05,2023

World Bank cuts Pakistan’s GDP forecast on rising
rates, limited fiscal space

The World Bank on Tuesday sharply lowered Pakistan's current-year growth forecast, saving the
country's economic growth prospects have weakened due to tighter financial conditions and limited

fiscal space

The World Bank now expects Pakistan's economy to grow 0.4 per cent in the current year, from its

October forecast of 2pc growth

The bleaker forecast assumes an agreement is reached with the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) for bailout funds, it said .
The country's fiscal year starts in July and runs through June. The economy is expected to grow 2pc

in FY23, however, State

forecast could face downward pressure. B . .
Pakistan has been in economic turmoil for months with an acute balance of payments crisis while
talks with the IMF to secure $1.1 billion in funding as part of a $6.5bn bailout agreed upon in 2019

have not yet yielded fruit

Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Jameel Ahmad said in January the growth

Lower economic output and high prices have led to stampedes and looting at flour distribution cen-

tres set up across the count

levated global and domestic food prices are contributing to greater food insecurity for South

ISLAMA
Assembly.

Only fresh
elections can put
ill economy back

on track of

prosperity:
Imran

LAHORE: Former prime minister
and PTI chief Tmran Khan on Tuesda:
claimed that those who tried to “kil
him are still in power. In November,
Khan was shot three fimes in the leg
after a gunman opened fire at his con-
tamer-mounted truck during a rally,
injuring several supparters and killing
one

: Prime M

In an interview with Times
M:§32ma Imran Khan said those who
tried to “assassinate’ me are frightened
that they will be held accountable IF, T
regain power. The former prime min-
ister said Pakistan’s economy is in
worsening condition and only fresh
elections can put the il economy back
on track of prosperity =

In Pakistan, with' a_population of
220 million .])eople‘ there are MP
about 2.5 million taxpayers. People
don’t pay taxes and especially the nch
clite. Earlier, PTI Chairman_Imran
Khan asserted that he never offered a
“lifetime’ extension to former chief of
ﬂBrmy staff (COAS) Qamar Javed

ajwva

n an interview to a private news
channel, the former premier claimed
that the mumrg_‘s economy was
improving when his_government was
in the power but unfortunately it was
ousted through a *conspiracy” INP

ATC extends
Imran's interim
bail in three cases

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court
of Lahare on Tuesday extended till
April 13 interim bails of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan in three cases
relating to arson, violence against
gﬂ\‘lce, vandalism and Zille Shah mur-

er.

Due to security threats to PTI chief
the judge conducted hearing of the
cases in his chamber. Imran Khan
aﬁprared before the ATC judge in his
chamber. Lawyers for the PTI chief
said that Imran Khan had joined the
investigation R

Earlier, PTI Chairman Imran Khan
reached the anti-terrorism court to
seek bail in three cases relating to
arson, violence against police, vandal-
ism and Zille Shah murder. The anti-
terrorism court of Lahore had dis-
missed plea made by PTI Chairman
Imran Khan requesting for exemption
from court ay ce in three cases.

Imran had filed exemption plea in
three cases in the anti-terrorism case
through his counsel Barrister Saiman
Safdar, Counsels for Imran Khan said
PTI chairman's case was under trial
They said Judge Ejaz Ahmad Buter of
the court concemed was on leave INP

All eyes on apex
court ahead of
decision on
electoral plea

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
of Pakistan is expected to announce its
wverdict on a plea challen, inﬁ delay in
the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
elections by the Eléction Commission
of Pakistan 1oday Tuesday.

:&ex court's " three-member bench
headed by Chief Justiece Umar Ata
Bandial and comprising Justice Munib
Akhtar and Justice [jazul Ahsan
reserved the verdict an Monday after
hearing arguments from parties con-

cemned.

Ahead of the ruling, the Ministry of
Defence submitted its report in a
sealed envelop to the top court
Sources said the report contained rea-
sons about unavailability of troops for
elections in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhrunkhwa. The court ‘will
announce the verdict afler reviewing
the r

Meanwhile, a heavy contingent of

lice, Rangers and FC has been
deployed while barbed wires have
been placed around the top coun as
part of security measures to avoid any
untoward situation. Furthermore, only
relevant peopl 1l be allowed to
enter the pre of the court after
verification. People, who are visiting
the apex court for their cases, wil
have to show the proof.INP

ter Muhnmﬁad Shehbaz

Sharif addresses a session of the National

Pakistani

rupee tumbles to

historic low

against US dollar

Asia’s poor who spend a larger share of income on food,” the bank said
The World Bank lowered 1ts 2023 regional growth forecast to 5.6pc from 6.1pc in October.
“Rising interest rates and uncertainty in financial markets are putting downward pressure on the

region’s economies,” the report said.

Most countries have raised interest rates at a rapid pace since the war in Ukraine last year led to

choking sufcf)\y chains and stoked inflation globally ,
Bank forecast Sri Lanka's economy will contract by 4.3pc this vear, reflecting the last-

The Wor

ing impact of the macro debt crisis, with future growth prospects heavily dependent on debt restruc-

turing and struetural reforms,

Sri Lanka follows the calendar year. In January, President Ranil Wickremesinghe said Sri Lanka’s
economy could contract by 3.5pc or 4pe in 2023 after shrinking by 11pe last year
Inflation in South Asia is set to fall to 8 @pc this year, and to below 7pc in 2024, the World Bank

aid
The World Bank also lowered its forecast for India’s economic growth in the current fiscal year that
started on April 1 to 6.3pc from 6.6pc as it expects higher borrowing costs to hurt consumption. INP

80% of mid-cap
textile mills post profits in
1HFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Mid-cap textile spinning mills in
Pakistan collectively eamed gross profit of Rsl13 bil-
lion_and net profit of Rs3.3 billion on their sales of
Rs105 billion in the first half (July-December) of the
ongoing fiscal year 2022-23, reporis WealthPK.

he,_textile “spinning sector comprises 26 firms,
including 10 mid-caps and 16 small-caps. Eight out of
the 10 mud-cap textile mills listed on the Pakistan Stock
Exchange in the textile sgmnmg sector declared net
profit by the end of IHFY23 .

he rmr\mmni two mid-caps reported net loss during
the said period though they reported profits at the gross

level.

In 1HFY23, textile spinning mid-caps cn[]emival/v
posted gross and net profit ratios of 13.17% and 5.02%,
respectively

jadoon Textile Mills Limited (GAD 1) posted the
highest revenues of Rs26 billion followed by Indus
Dyeing and Manufacturing Company Limited (IDYM
with sales of Rs21 billion. JK Spinning Mills Limite
(PJKSM}, Tata Textile Mills Limited (TATM) and
ey Texiile Mill Limited (PRET) gerersid the
third, fourth and fifth highest revenues of Rs17 billion,
Rs14 billion and RU0.bu]lie‘n.yr.;reclwe]{T 5
Nadeem Textile Mills Limited (NATM), Reliance
Cotton S)i"mning Mills Limited (RCML) and Sunrays
Textile Mills Limited (SUTM) ranked sixth, seventh
and eighth by posting sales of RsS billion, Rs4.7 billion
and Rsd S bilion, espectivety, - o
Allahwasaya Textile and Finishing Mills Limited

the lowest sales of Rs1.7 billion and Rs14 million in
1HFY23
In terms of profits, GADT posted the highest gross
rofit of Rs3.3 billion and net profit of Rs1.8 hillion
ollowed by JKSM with gross and net profits of Rs2 6
billion and Rs1 billion, respectively, in the first half of
FY23. AWTX and DINT posted the lowest gross prof-
its of Rs73 million and Rs1.7 mallion, n:spvchvcl;.
DINT also Rus[cnl the lowest net profit of Rs24,932
only in IHFY23. AWTX and NATM bore net losses of
Rs[04 million and Rs128 million in THFY23
RCML topped the mid-cap spinming firms in terms.
of preduction efficiency_an |Eos(ecll e highest
it (GP) and net profit (NP) ratios of 21.92% and
4.77%, respectively. PRET ranked second, securing
GP and NP ratios of 20.92% and 8.07%, respectively.
JKSM declared the third highest GP ratio ‘of
15.56%, whereas GADT reported the third high-
est NP ratio of 6.97% in the first half of FY23.
AWTX reported the lowest GP ratio of 4.16%
and DINT posted the lowest NP ratio of 0.18%
among the textile spinning mid-cap firms. AWTX
and NATM posted net loss ratios in IHFY23
In terms of earnings per share (EPS), PRET
topped the chart with semi-annual EPS of
Rs137.3 followed by GADT with EPS of Rs64 92
and RCML with F.PE of Rs62,63
In THFY23, DINT posted the lowest EPS value
of Rs0 48 whereas AWTX and NATM posted
lpssl pll:r\[;hmc of Rs130.53 and Rs7.16, respec-
y.I?

Despite reservations PPP
always respected SC’s

_KARACHL Forthe firsttime in ~ Bank  report released early
history, the US dollar has touched  Tuesday which drew a dismal pic-
the record level of Rs 288 against ture of the Pakistani economy
the Pakistani rupee in the inter- amid absence of any IMF pro-
pank market According to the gramme The in its report
information received from the said Pakistan’s economic

forex. dealers, the sreenback on

Tuesday bulldozed wh

resistance the local currency has
been putting up during the last few
sessions, and went up massive in
the interbank market. The US dol-
lar surged by Rs2.96 as wa
traded at Rs288 On
Monday, the Pakistani rupee had
remained under pressure against

rently bein

15 exgemed to slow sigmificantly in
FY2023 (ends 30 June 2023) in
the wake of last year’s devastating
s, ballooning inflation, a cur-
rent account deficit, and an ongo-
ing foreign exchange crisis.
s cur-  The ADB said Pakistan’s gross
domestic product (GDP) growth is
rojected to slow 1o 0.6% in
“Y2023 from 6% last fiscal year

atever

the US dollar, depreciating as the economy struggles to recov-
0.44% in the inter-bank marl T is forecast to rise to
seitling_at 285.04, a lass of 2% in FY2024, assuming the

51.25 The main catalyst for the
US dollar’s thrust was appeared ta
be the latest Asian Development

resumption of ‘macroeconomic
stability, implementation of
reforms, post-flood recovery. INP

ZEM Spring
Fest promotes small
businesses: GM

Islamabad:
ZEM Builders Khawaja Ki

on Tuesday said that ZEM Spring
Fest 2023 supported entrepreneurs

and small businesses to be
ished in Pakistan

In_his press statement, he said
the Spring Fest 2023 provided an

excellent” opportunity for
vendors to

hundreds of people from all
of life participated in the

and enjoedl e fesiviies and
S

food, opping, and

thraughout the d
Th

ay,
is family festival kick

GM  Marketing

rticipate in the event
to support their small businesses.
e event was a huge success as

community spirit, entertainment,
and educational value, making it a
perfect oceasion for bringing peo-
ple together and promoting com-
munity and culwral values

At ‘the oecasion, visitors and
artisans said that majority of the
artisans cannot directly approach
the market to sell their products
therefore they should be provided
marketing opportunities  through

amran

flour-

small

walks uch moves will improve the
lives of poor arcticians as they
would have an opportunity o
showcase their products in in
potential market areas and this
much needed exposure can change

event
music
ed off

in the afternoon with stalls offer- their lives.
ing delicious food, clothing items, ZEM Builders also held a lucky
jewellery, and a s play area. draw for the artendees giving
‘Attendecs enjoyed a live perform-  away 2 free iPhones and other

ance IEY Young Stunners.

e event created a sense of

gifts. The lucky draw winners
were Sahibzada INP

Top court’s verdict
to fuel political

unres

ISLAMABAD: Shortly
the announcement of aj
verdict on election dela
Minister Azam Nazir

lamented the ruling and said the
SC should have made a decision
with collective wisdom. “The full

court should have heard the

he added. The minister foresaw
that the current political situation

and crisis will

u ravate.
He said ECP lawyers and other
stakeholders had agumi th
lecide on the

court should first

March 1 werdiet which

“rejected 4-3 a full courl should

have cleared this confusion.

He said the cabinet would dis-
cuss the matter in its meeting.

Earlier, Interior Minister

Sanaullah had said that elections
in the country

should be held

.

ISLAMABAD: Dy
Charge d Affairs It
ment

t: PML-N

after  simultaneously, adding that sepa-

urt  rate polls to provingial mblies
Law will only create anarchy, chaos
Tarar  and further political crises

Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar_has_once again prayed the
Chief Justice of Pakistan to consti-
tute a thirteen-member bench to
hear the recent important matters
pertaining to the law and constitu-

case,”

¢ tion.

He said dignity and writ of the
Supreme Court demand such a
course which will also serve the
interests of the nation.

The Law Minister said Pakistan
cannot afford constiwtional and
political erisis. Pointing towards
the division within the apex court,
the Law Minister said being head
of the institution, it is responsibil-

at the

was

Rana

ity of the honorable.INP

decisions: Kundi

(AWTX) and Din Textile Mills Limited (DINT) posted  tivel
Imran,
others
summoned
by JIT in
cases e i MR o Pt
against PTT | s joo, 2 e e
LAHORE, e e R R

Investigation Team (JIT)
has summoned ex- prime
minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  chiel’
Imran Khan and other
party leaders in cases reg-
istered against PTI 1m§,

ers.

The JIT was formed by
the government 1o probe
the = cases  registered
against the PTI chief and
workers over vandalism
and attacks on police. PT1
leaders were booked at
Civil Lines, Shadman and
Race Course police sta-

Pakistan

chief
Imran Khan filed a plea
with the Lahore High
Court (LHC) for quashing
cases registered against
party workers. The Teder-
al * government, the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), prime
minister, interior minister,
caretaker Punjab minister,
IG Punjab, anti-corrup-
tion, National
Accountability  Bureau
(NAB), ederal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) and PEMRA have
been made respondents
by Imran Khan INP

Robber gunned
down in police
encounter

FAISALABAD: A rob-
ber was gunned down in
an  alleged  police
encounter in the junsdic-
tion of Police " Station
Balochnie on Tuesday

The police spokesper-
son said police received
information that the sus-
pects were lrym%}n flee

bi

after a robbery bid. The
police  followed and
reached on them. The

{mlil:e ordered the out-
aws to surrender, but they
opened fire on the police
party.

The SHO Balochni
along with a police con-
tingent retaliated and so
crossfire  took  place
between the robbers and
the policemen. One rob-
ber was shot dead i the
firing, while the other
managed to escape.

e dead bandit_was
identified as Muzamil and
he was wanted by the

olice in several cases

olice teams have started
raids to arrest the run-
away robbers. INP

Division and Reberto Neccla

Embassy witnessiing signing ceremony of a PKR 500 million agree-
etween Government of PaKistan and Government of Ttaly and  BISP.

stable country,

Tall_cmpi‘ to'a private news channel,
he said that despite reservations, the
PPP government has always respected
the Supreme Court's decisions

He said the formation of a larger
bench will lead the country out of
consfitutional crises and ensure the
continuity of the democratic set-up
. "PPP has alwafs, believed in a truly
independent and impartial judiciary

which was a fundamental component

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chairman PTI

of a democratic Pakistan", he added

Replying to a question, he said that
the country will always remember the
great sacrifices of Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
and Shaheed Benazir Bhutto for
democracy.

He also paid tribute to the founder
of the People's Party Shaheed Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto on the occasion of his 44th
death anniversary. R

He praised Bhutto's contributions to
the country and said that former
President “Asif Ali Zardari and
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari are
following Shaheed Bhutto's vision
and policies o make the country pros-
perous and solve the problems’ of the
people IN

1

Shah Mehmood Qures| long with

lawyer of PTI Ali Zafar and others talks with media outside the Supreme court.
‘Doctrine of necessity buried’:
PTI hails Supreme Court on
upholding Constitution

SLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has won the case
in the Supreme Court of Pakistan, which
has ordered the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) 1o hold elections in the

rovinges of Punjab and  Khyber
akhtunkhwa (KP) on May 14
The court’s decision comes afler the
PTI filed a petition following the ECP’s
decision to delay polls until October 8
The decision was met with jubilation
from PTI leaders, who took o social
media to express their excitement
Talking outside the SC, PTI Vice-
Cha

man_Shah_Mahmood Qureshi
elicitated the nation on the case victory
He said that the apex court today buried
the doctrine of necessity while calling
for the ECP to fulfill its responsibility
and ensure transparent elections.

Qureshi extended an invitation to all
political parties in Pakistan to come
together and collaborate towards defus-
ing tensions and creating a peaceful
atmosphere in the country.

PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry said,
“Congratulations to the nation on the
wvictory of the Constitution! The decision
of the Supreme Court is the decision
the rights of every Pakistani citizen.”

The upcoming elections in Punjab and
KP will be closely watched by political
analysts and obServers, as they will
serye as a barometer of the PTI's popu-
larity in the country. The party is “”E‘"ﬁ
to win a majority of seafs in bot
provinces again where the party chair-
man Imran Khan had dissolved the
assemblies It was worth mentioned here
that PTI's petition, moved by Farty‘s
Secretary General Asad Umar, former
Punjab Assembly speaker Mohammad
Sibtain  Khan, former  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Assembly  Speaker
Mushtag Ahmad Ghani and ex-lawmak-
ers of Punjab Abdul Rehman and Mian
Mahmoodur Rashid, pleaded that the
ECP’s decision violated the Constitution
and_tantamount to amending and sub-
verting it.INP

Bhutto family, PPP & nation
awaiting justice in ZAB’s judicial
murder case: Sherry Rehman

ISLAMABAD Federal Minister for
Climate Change, Senator Sherry
Rehman on Tuesday in her message on
the death anniversary of Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto ]&AH) said the
Bhutto family, the Pakistan Peoples
Party, and the nation were waiting for
Jjustice in the judicial murder case of
their leader for the past 44 years.

e Minister said, “On the occasion
of Shaheed Zulfigar Al Bhutto's 44th
Martyrdom Day, I pay tribute to his
courage, sacrifices and services for the
country and the nation " R

She said the leader of the nation, the
creator of the 1973 cansensus constifu-
tion, nuclear power and democracy
could never be forgotten

Senator Rehman said he made the
people and Parliament the center of
power and ion-mak he peo-
ple’s leader taken away from us
through judicial murder, she add:

She said that the darkest judgment
was a blot on the face of the judiciary,
adding, “Through an organized plan, a
decision was made against the leader of

the people. The role played by our jus-
tice system in the killing of the leader of
the peaple makes one bow in shame ”
Former President, Asif Ali Zardan
filed a referencs Justi
the judicial killing of Shaheed Zulfigar
Ali ‘Bhutto. “For the last 12 years that
reference is buried under files in the
i * Sherry Rehman regretted.
he Minister said, “On the occasion
of Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto's 44th
Martyrdom Day, I pay tnbute to his
courage, sacrifices and services for the
country and the nation™ R
She’said the leader of the nation, the
creator of the 1973 consensus constitu-
tion, nuclear power and democracy
could never be forgotten
Senator Rehman said he made the
people and Parliament the center of
pawer and decision-making. The pec-
ple’s leader was taken away from us
through judicial murder, she ad
She said that the darkest judgment
was a blot on the face of the judiciary,
adding, “Through an organized plan, a
decision INP




