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Afghan soil: Balochistan

By Our Reporter

QUETTA
Home Minister,
Ziaullah Langove on
Sunday said the terrorists
were still using Afghan soil _
to carry out subversive
activities in Pakistan He
expressed these views after
inquiring about the health
condition of injured police-
men i Quetta’s Kuchlak
area

At least two policemen
were killed and one injured
when the armed accused

lochistan

0] n
in the Killi Spin area of
Kuchlak.

“Number of attacks
reduced but terrorists are
still using the Afghan soil”,
Mir Ziaullah Langove said
He said the Pakistani securi-
ty forces were committed to
eradicating terrorism and
extremism in the cnunt:{
“For this purpose, our sol-
diers_have sacrificed their
lives”, Mr. Langove stated

“Qur forces
successfully
arrested
Gulzar Imam”,
Minister

Mir Ziallah Langove
said security forces suc-

cessfully arrested Gulzar
Imam, a key commander
of an_outlawed group.
“Our intelligence agen-

cies are internationally
recognized for their pro-

ed men Kidnap a
doctor from clinic in
Killa Abdullah district

Terrorists still using
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Home Minister

fessionalism
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attack  on

and com-

would be brought to jus-

mitment”, he said, tice. He said the attack- province.
e Balochistan Home ers would not be sFmed The Minister directed
ster stated that the and that all out efforts the police to apprehend
elements involved in the would be made to the elements behind the
the police improve the law and Kuchlak attack.
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Chaghi Levies force
intercept 5 teenagers trying

to enter Iran i

Kuchla

Staff Reporter

2 policemen killed
one injured in

llegally

k attack

motive behind the attack
could not be ascertained

QUETTA:Armed men
opened fire and killed two
policemen and _injured
another in the Kuchlak
area of the provincial cap-
ital Police sources said

armed men opened fire at
the policemen in the Killi
Spin area of Kuchlak
Two policemen were
killed on the spot, where-

Militants in the past
have repeatedly attacked
police ‘and other. law
enforcement agencies in
the Kuchlak ~area of
Quetta, the provincial

capital of Balochistan
province

CcM

order situation in

the

Police and personnel of
other law enforcement
agencies reached the spot
and started an invesll_lgh
tion into the incident

i e, Balochistan
attacker was also kil
when poliz:e::)lel“ retaliat- Cﬂﬂdemns
ed. The dead bodies of the
policemen were shifted 1o ﬂ!e ﬂttack
the Kuc?:l«k hospital Thier T
Police reach Balochistan, Mir Abdul
Quddus _Bizenjo took
the spof ang  notice of the artack and
d dlra{:(ﬁd d(heEh pnllcf .llo
Y apprehen e culprits
o Stﬂ'ftf.? a_" hﬂlind the al'(.;c:lr.1 n a
tal 1 fier th
investigation SR L i
into the perpettators of the attack
2 » would be brought to jus-
incident tie.
Balochistan Home

Minister, Mir Ziaullah
Langove also condemned
the anack and directed the
police to make sure an
immediate arrest of the
attackers.

Rs. 5bs allocated for health card

Reporier

QUETTA Spokesman to  the
Chief Minister Balochistan, Babar
Yousafzai on Saturday said that the
provincial government has allocat-
ed Rs. 5 billion for the health card
The Spokesman to CM Babar
Yousafzai and Coordinators to the
CM, Shania Khan, and Zulekha
Mandokhail visited the civil hospi-
tal Quetta and reviewed the provi-
sion of medicines 1o patients.

Mr  Yousafzai  said  the
Balochistan government has allo-
cated billions of rupees to the
health sector to improve health
services in the remote area of the
province. He termed the health card

in Ba

as a revolutionary step by the gov-
emment to make sure the provision
of berter health services.

Question mark
over governance,
if medicines are
not available

———————

He, however, admitted that there
would be a question mark over the
governance 1f medicines are not
available 1n_hospitals despite the
allocation of huge amounts

_ The spokesman to CM and coor-
dinators 1o the CM interacted with
patients and attendants  and
mguired about their issues in the

i
ry

in civil

Health Desk

UETTA:Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz
Ugaili has’ directed  the
Secretary of Health to con-
duct an inquiry into a video
regarding the absence of
doctors at the civil hospital
In the video, an attendant
complains that his patient
went unconscious because
of the absence of doctors at

the civil hospital Quetta’s §

Govt direcfs finance, law ministries to
prepare summary ‘seeking parliamentary

guidance’ for release of Punjab poll funds
P2,

The federal cabinet on Sunday
directed Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar and ‘ nister Azam
Nazeer Tarar to prej a summ.
seeking guidance from parliament
to release funds for the Punjab elec-
tons =

Last week, the Supreme Court
g_SC) had fixed May 14 as the date
or the polls in the province and
directed the federal govemment to
release election funds worth Rs21
billion 1o the Election Commission
of Pakistan by April 10 for elec-
tions to the assemblies of Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

Acqond‘ms tora handout issued by
the Pime Mimister’s Office today, a
copy of which is available with
Dawn.com, Shehbaz Sharif
chaired a federal cabinet meeting

Secretary health to
investigate Gynae ward video
| hospital Quetta

k N

Lo

today in Islamabad, which lasted
over twa hours, via video link from
Lahore. It added that part

the meeting pondered over the “4-
3" decision of Supreme Court

st
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‘ Secretary of Health

Gynae ward. The video was
widely s
media with people demand-

shared on social

ing action against the absent

Healtl

Balocl

Jjudges in February’s suo motu pro-
‘ceedings of delay in Punjab and KP
polls, along with the resolution
passed in the National Assembly on
April 6 rejecting the apex_court’s
judgement in the Punjab polls case.

The handout added that the law.
minister briefed the participants of
he meeting on vanous constitu-
tional and Tegal affairs apart from
answering their questions.

It highlighted that the directions
given to the finance and law minis-
ters were deliberated upon during
the meeting thoroughl

The handout stated the federal
cabinet decided to hold the next
meeting on April 10 (Menday) to
finalise its future strategy dunng
which the summary from the law
and finance ministries IN]

inquiry. If
action
against the doctors, the CS

doctors
This prompted the Chief
Secretary Balochistan to

take notice of the incident
and directed the Secretary of

conduct an
found
should  be

h  to

histan  directed the

lochistan: Yousafzai

|
etta, Dr.

the masses

In such_ circumstances,
of the probl

| civil hospital Quetta. The Medical

Superintendent of the civil hospital
Ishaq Panezai briefed
jem abouf the issues of the hospi-

tal and the government’s initiatives

to provide free and quality health to

tolerated: Yousafzai

non-

under any circumstances, Babar

medicines, the public should file a
report in the “omplaint Cell,
he told the patients and attendants
Notice public_complaints and
action against those responsible
would be taken isafzal
said that provincial health minister

Syed Ehsan Shah 15 also trying to

Non-redressal of the — Sve. Chsis SEoh s 150 1y o
problems faced by the  has always taken serious notice of
public will not be reports based on public complaints

The problem of shortage of staff
has come to the fore, Chief Ministe
r will conve ems and
concemns of il and hospital
administration and solve all the
problems faced in the civil hospital
to make it an i medical institu-
tion run under the auspices of the

fazi added

Yousafzai warned. For any type of
1l including pply of

Armed men kidnap a

doctor from clinic in
Killa Abdullah district

Sardar M, Khondai

Armed men kidnapped
a doctor from his clinic in
the Killa Abdullah dis-
trict of Balochistan on
Sunday evening, Levies .
sources said armed men
entered the clipic of the
doctor and  kidnapped
im

The kldniappud doctor
was_identified as Dr
Syed Abdul Hadi. The
inicidem _happened in the
Toorkhail Syedan area of
the Killa Abdullah dis-
trict. The motive behind

the kidnapping could not iral

be ascertained immedi-
ately. The news of the

doctor’s kidnapping went
on social media

Chaghi Levies force

They demanded of the
provincial government 1o

make sure of the unhurt
recavery of the doctor.

intercept 5 teenagers trying

Riaz Baloch

_ Chaghi Levies force
intercepted five
teenagers who were try-
ing to sneak into Iran
ilegally. Hussamm Jan

aloch, the Deputy
Commissioner Chaghi
said levies force con-
ducted a raid in the
mountains of Chaghi
and intercepted five
teenagers.

The teenagers were
trying to sneak mnto Iran
to reach Turkey and
then reach Europe for a

ter Iran illegally

A L4 _I=
better future the teena sence The teenagers were
Family members of in Chaghi and their shifted to DC’s office
the teenagers had - efforts to enter Iran ille-  Chaghi. The teenagers
tacted the DC Chaghi ga.léy, Levies sources would be handed over to
and informed him about  sai their family members.
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youth of Balochistan

Google's scholarships for 1000 youth of Balochistan would open new vis-
tas of opportunities and skill development, Tech Valley Pakistan, a consulting

and technology partner organization with
signed a memorandum of understandin

overnments and communities
with the Balochistan government.

Under the program, the program is taught and developed by Google employ-
ees with decades of experience in these fields
Google offers 1000 scholarships ‘
The youth! students from Balochistan would get an opportunity to get glob-
al Google certification and get jobs using the internet and laptops. This initia=
tive would enable the youth of Balochistan to get jobs in the information tech-

nology center,

Tech Vallv:{lsigns Mol with 5 departments of Balochistan

This is Tech Valle

i Pakistan’s first collaboration with the Srovinqial gov-
ernment which includes a partnership with colleges, hizher an
cation departments, education depariments, science. i

id technical edu-
nformation and technol-

ogy department, labor and manpower department, industries and commerce

department,

and health department.

ndeed, this is a big development. However, this daily has received multi-

Ee queries about the method of applying for scholarships from Turbat,
haran, Jaffarabad, Killa Abdullah, and other districts of Balochistan.

Students need to be apprised about the method of applying for the

scholarships

The officials preferred to stress the importance of the project. However,
students and youth are yet to be simply apprised about the method of apply-

m%; for the scholarships.

ndoubtedly, the world has now practically become a global village after
the development of information technology. There are no barriers or obstacles
for the students to get quality education in Balochistan, Although, the avail-
ability of internet service is a prerequisite.
Hamza Shafqaat deserves nfplpreciatilm

n

The Balochistan Secretary of
appreciated ferglsymg a key role in ensuring the acqui
alochistan

for students of

formation, Hamza Shafgaat deserves to be

on of scholarships

The provincial government needs te launch an awareness program for the

youth interested in Google’s certification program. The youth of Balo
should be given a healing touch since they remained deprived of quali
cation/skills and opportuni

ities in all sectors

histan
edu-

Withering Public Institutions

R

-
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The belea%luered pub-
lic offices have come

under a new wave of
employee associations
broadening the turf war.
The new rallying point
is ro assert the right for
the coveted packages in
wages given to the
provincial secretariat
Guided hg the tools
employed by secretariat
employees * to  secure
bloated wages in com-
parison  with  the
attached department, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further
asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of
attached  departments
claimed by provincial
secrefariat employees. A
ew  days  back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
announced its  with-
drawal from a grand

alliance of  other
employees’ associa
tions. The alliance was
formed to put pressure
on the government for
demands  they  all
shared; which included
the rise in pay and
allowances and to
address the discrepan-
cies.

A growing
number of
employees
adding public
grievances

The growing number
of employee associa-
tions, in the name of
their welfare, under-
scores the growing utili-
ty of forming pressure
groups  to  protract
spheres of influence
Taking a cue from the
past, the growing trend
will bring serious pres-
sure on the frail institu-
tional framework
adding to public griev-

ances.

One of the phenome-
na, engendered by
growin pressure
aroups in the public. is
written writ large that
institutions have expo-
nentially grown in size,
while at the same time
turned into pathetically
ossified entities, fore-
telling their imminent
fall. The eventuality

will not_only bring
about suffering for all
mplovees associated
with these insiitutions
but it will also add to
the flight of the public
at large. The bloated
oversize of public
departments in associa-
tion with their age-old
calcified nature has
turned them into a self-
SETVING  Superstruciure
and lost relevance to the
common man.

A department
created for the
general public
turned into a
service provider
for employees
only

A department created
for the service of the
general  public  has
turned into a service
provider for  their
respective _employees

I the offices at dis-
trict,  divisional or
provincial levels have
more affairs related to
employees than that of
the anes for whose wel-
fare the same are creal-
ed The  resources
placed at the disposal of
these_institutions with
the aim to alleviate the
issues of citizens, are
arrogated to themselves
and have turned into a

bone of contention for
members of the institu-
tions. Speaking of per-
sonal experience of a
department, with dis-
trict and divisional level
offices. it was noted that
more than 90% of the
correspondence made
with that office was
related to the personal
afTairs of the employees
working in that depart-
ment. It is the case with
every public  sector
institution. Their raison
"etre is service unto
self,

Element
of powers
keep their
opponents

at bay

The element of powers
among emplovees’ asso-
ciations also include larg-
er size; the larger the
size, the more nuisance
value to keep the oppo-
nent at bay. At the
provincial = secretariat
with the aim to cnlurgc
its own size decades-old
clerical stafY positions are
exponentially expanded
leading to a “one size fits
all’ structure. Despite
specialization in every
field turning into a norm,
the public sector is stuck
in an age-old manage-
ment model The infor-
mation technology devel-

ar Harifa

opment has turned the
public sector structure
mo an obsolete entity,
The manpower and the
machine have found no
compatibilicy. The only
change in the last 75
wvears is that number of
ositions  has i
rom one service p to
another Mutual bargain-
ing among the service
groups is termed reform
in the system. A third-
body assessment guided
only by the public inter-
est has never taken place
The resistance to cha
nge has not only left the
public sector unwork-
able, the private sector
has overtaken it in the
market, When private
sector  services  are
required from the market,
the public sector func-
tionaries are found total-
Iy clueless about the
trend in the market, Res
ultantly, the public sector
is uniformly character-
ized by sub-standard qua
lity. The public sector has
still not parted from the
role, long performed by it
but is now overtaken by t
he private sector with b
etter performance. A rol ¢
swap from a player toar
egulator has still not tak e
n place. The role of regu |
ator, which should have b
een taken by the public s
ector, is distasteful for it,
he author is a serv-
ing Balochistan
Secretary for Archives
and Culture

The economy

Owing to phenomenal
advancements in com-
munication technology
and artificial intelligence
(Al), space has become
Eel another frontier of
uman exploration
While the  growing
weaponization of space
has become an issue of
concern, Jcliagcu on

ship of the late Nobel
Laureate Dr  Abdus
Salam, as chairperson of
the Space pper
Atmosphere  Rescarch
Commission (Suparco)
The progress in harmess-
ing space technology has
however been rather
slow. Much of the criti-
cism goes to the politico-
uncertain

for commercial purposes
has also increased.
he commercializa-
tion of space has created
new apportunities  for
businesses —  from
launching satellites to
mining asteroids and
other celestial bodies for
valuable resources. The
benefits of space explo-
ration and ils uses are
manifold, and global
powers are investing in
this field 1o explore its
potential for scientific

€3
and ﬁeriodic financial
crunches that Suparco
had to face soon after the
successful launch of the
satellite “Rehbar-1" on
June 7, 1962, However,
in an increasingly fragile
glabal  environment
where the space arena
remains lawless,
Pakistan can no lon
remain oblivious to
expanding commercial
space activity.
Space exploration can
leal to ificant

and ic advance-
ment,

According to a report
by pace

Foundation, the global
space industry generated
revenues over 5469 bil-
lion in 2021, With its
skilled workforce and
expertise in science and
technology, Pakistan is
gradually making efforts
to explore this dimen-
sion, With increasing
private investment in
space-tech, startup tech-
nologies 1o ease move-
ment and_communica-
tions, it is high time
Pakistan prioriti zed
investment in the space
industry.

Pakistan was among
the first 10 countries to
start a space programime
in 1961 under the leader-

in
Pakistan's science and
technology. Pakistan is
both a target and victim
of climate change. Tts
economy has incurred
billions of losses due to
climate-induced disas-
ters such as floods
Space-based technolo-
gies such as remote sens-
ing and satellite imagery
can be used to improve
disaster management in
Pakistan. The country is
vulnerable to a range of
natural disasters such as
earthquakes, floods, and
droughts. Space-based
technologies can help in
early wamning, momitor-
ing, and assessment of
these ~disasters, For
example, satellite
imagery is also helpful
in providing crucial

information for disaster
preparedness.

Pakistan is already
using space-based tech-
nologies to moenitor and

manage  its  water
resources and assess
water quality. Tt can

assist 1o develop better
water management
strategies and ensure
sustainable use of water
resources. Agriculture is
the  backbone of
Pakistan’s ecanomy,
emplaying over 423 per
cent of the country’s
labour force and it con-
tributes 18 9 per cent to
GDP. The use of space-
based technologies such
as remote semsing is
helpful in improving
agricultural productivity
in the country.

Satellite data, there-
fore, can be applied to
monitor  better  crop
health, estimate crop
vield, and assess soil
moisture.  Likewise,
Pakistan can also use
space-based technolo-
les 10 monitor its
forests and  wildlife by
employing a combina-
tion of remote sensing
and satellite imagery.
These technologies can
help identify areas that
need protection, moni-
toring changes in land
use, and planning con-
servation measures ta
ensure the long-ter sur-
vival of forests and
wildlife populations.

As ;er s0me reports
by USAID, 50-75 per
cent of all court cases in
Pakistan are related to
land disputes. Due to the
increasing  housing
demand and a rising

of space

middle-class population,
the real-estate business
is experiencing signifi-
cant growth. On average,
a single land-related dis-
pute takes 4-10 years to
resolve.  Land-related
issues are further sky-
rocketing  with  an
increasing number of
housing societies and
commercialization  of
lands across Pakistan. To
address these disputes
and to  regulate the
development of new
housing  schemes and
societies, satellite
imagery can help
Satellite imagery can
be used to creale accu-
rate maps of land bound-
aries and land use, which
can further help identify
discrepancies in land
ownership and usage. In
short, the Federal Board
of Revenue can greatly
benefit_from commer-
cialization of space
Satellite imagery can
also be helpful in moni-
toring changes in land
use over time, such as
the conversion of agri-
cultural land to urban
development. This can
help chcnley violations
of land-use regulations
and prevent disputes
from arising. In this
regard, satellite imagery
can provide visual evi-
dence of the state of the
land, which can be used
in legal ]pmceed.i\lgs to
clai

support claims of owner-
ship or land use
akistan can  not

afford to stay idle in the
face of the increasin

commercialization  of
space by both developed
and developing states,

The space economy — a
term which refers to
resources that create
value and benefits to
human beings while
exploring, researching,
understanding, mana,
ing, and Zzing space —
is transforming lives on
earth

A Space Foundation
report has found that
there has been a massive
increase in state-backed
investment in spacelprof-
ects around the world. [n
2021, there was a 19 per
cent jump in overall gov-
ernment spending on
milita and civilian
space programmes. India
raised spending by 36
per cent, China invested
23 per cent more and the
US pumped another 18
per cent in space ven-
tures. This  massive
investment in space tech
is due to the fact that
such investment has
improved the quality of
life of people across the
globe. There is no other
way than for Pakistan to
set its priorities in outer
space  and  allocate
resources  accordingly
for the commercializa-
tion of its space pro-
gramme  There's enor-
mous otential  for
Pakistan in commercial-
ization of its space pro-
gramme The commer-
cialization of space can
not only create job
opportunities  for
Pakistani  scientists,
engineers, and techni-
cians but also attract for-
eign investment, provid-
ing a much-needed boost
to the country’s econo-
my.

g-

Great debates

& have
finally
entered  the
most  trying
times of our

., history
Economic meltdown with
no sign of relief, extreme
political polarization and
imstability combined with
rising terrorism — are all
on full display,

There is also pressure
on various stakeholders
after the failed Imran
project, and they are
sandwiched between
attacks_from the PT] of
Imran Khan and the dis-
senting voices from the
current ition.
Governance is breaking
down, ungovemned spaces
are popping up all over
the country, and the peo-
ple are fast losing hape

oral  degeneration
and the crime rate are on
the rise due to despon-
dency. And the bigotry
nurtured over the decades
has become an uncon-
wolled monster manifest-
ing itself in the most ugly
incidents like the one in

in,
Nankana Sahib recently
The great disorder under
the sun asks for great
leadership. Do we have
it? Can we rise up? Can
we sail through these
choppy ters?
Questions galore. =
In terms of economic
hardships, this probably
is the worst time in the
three guaners of a centu-
ry of Pakistan, The coun-
tiy today looks friendless
in the comity of mations
thanks to the policies of
our power elite. We might
avoid a proverbial default
after agreeing to the most
shameful conditions put
up bly the IMF, bul our
problems are not goin,
away even after the IMF

amme goes through.
P e

n we :fxmc on an
economic. reform agenda
to avoid infernational

humiliation and put our
country on the path of
economic  resurgence?
We are bordered with the
markets of around three
billion pecple to our
north and the east. Can
we transform our econo-
my to cater to the market
néeds of just those two
neighbours as well as
restructire our economy
to be a useful part of the
global value chain?

ese are questions of
our survival. Can we cre-
ate a national consensus
on these issues and issue
a national economic char-
ter across party lines and
commit 1o our EI:eo le as
the way forward afier the
elections? The same old
same old won’t work. In
order to reach the consen-
sus, a series of great
debates on mainstream
and social media are
needed. Will our media
find time for these useful
debates about the very
furure of our people or
continue to HEI ogg!
down with silly shouting
mpﬁg!}les of “he said he

sai
_ Acursory look at world
history tells us that
nations have experienced
the worst times of their
history including wars
and ‘great depression
before but only countries
with wise leadership and
foresight have sailed
through. During these
depressing times, people
with resources 1o survive
have to A}‘C?" other people
That will help a country
from going down a spiral
of anarchy. People around
the world have stoed with
their people in distress,

So can we. Will we? Will
our. elites apen
their wallets and hearts to
help the people of their
own country fo survive
this troubling time?
_We have seen countries
disappear from the world
map despite the mighty
military power Ihcg used
to have. The Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia
don’t exist today This
happens _also when reli-
gious, linguistic, ethnic
and cultural diversity is
not treated as a strength.
The same _diversity
becomes your death war-
rant if you don’t appreci-
ate and celebrate it
Pakistan continues to
develop the population
time bomb witl
passing day.
resources available to
develop
resources, we continue
piling up large crowds of
ignorant, unskilled and
unhealihy people
Combine this with the
historic_ nurturing of big-
otry and religious intoler-
ance, and we are fast
becoming a global nui-

sance

The Pakistan passport
today has hec:cwmga Oﬂgn of
the most undesirable doc-
uments. We need a
national consensus on
population control as well
as the state's equal oppor-
tunity to people all
faiths and no preferential
treatment 1o any religious

roup. That " is what
innah ?r:a:hed an
August 11, 1947 while

addressing the constituent
assembly. Can we edu-
cate our people about that
in our congregations,
homes and other places?
Will our media become a
source of enlightenment
and promote.

To survive and prosper

Dr Akmal Hussain & Dr Khalid Malik

That Pakistan is in a profound economic
and political crisis is no longer in dispute.
Most observers and economists are united 1n
that ug:r\loa What to do about it is less clear,
The Chinese character for nisk is closely
related to opportunity, which is more accu-
rately defined as a *crucial point when some-
Ihn\% begins to change’. .

ill 1t? We hope so. This article is more
about “what’ needs to change.

There are two distinct thoughts about the
current economic crisis. One: adjust now, sta-
bilize the economy and then restart the

wth process. Let us call this the tradition-
al view. This thinking underlines the IMF
programme: let the exchange rate be deter-
mined by market forces, curtail expenditures.
increase taxes and so on. Each time this logie
has been followed, the subsequent_grawth
spurt hits the foreign exchange barrier with
the u:ndqr-pen‘omrp\ngrex ot seclor seen as
the basie” culprit. Techmeal discussions
abound about export subsidies being ineffi-
cient, and/or the need to revamp the export
sector, especially textiles.

The second approach, less successful of
late, 15 to rely on the largesse of friends -
China, UAE and Saudi Arabia. And, in earli=
er days, the USA. The thinking being that the
country can serape Ihmugh without major
structural changes in the Pakistan economy
orin the ahlll_!’y of the ruling elite to maintain
their global lifestyles.

The government has tried hard to pursue a
mix of the two strategies. but it has become
abundantly clear that the IMF option is the
only option left 3
_ Will that be enough? Will that lay the base
for future prosperity? Will that shift the econ-
omy and society in i-mmmg people first'?

A quick review of successful development
experiences, including_ South Korea_an
China, highlight some deeper more critical
factors than ust macroeconomic issues of
balanced budgel; and _higher tax-to-GDP
ratios. These include” a determined long-term
palicy pe ctive since development is all
about trans ormu_aF, society and the economy;
enhancing capabilities, by investing in ped-
ple; and, by recognising that social policy 5
as important as economic policy in this trans-
formation

One, establish (and adequately fund) effec-
tive public education and health systems. No

ountry, bar none, has succeeded in develop-  tives.

[
ing without a functioning public education
systeim : A

In a land with little social protection, pur-
suing universal health coverage with a focus
on the poor is the nght step to take now

There are structural and funding_ issues
which need to be urgently addressed for both
subjects. Current income support pro-
grammes for instance not only need to be
substantially enhanced but have to be condi-
tioned on enhancing capabilities

Twe, fix the agricultural sector. First, tax
aoricultural income, especially since almost
i J:cr cent of the land is in the hands of large
and medium farmers.

It 1s & myth (and little evidence) to arﬁue
that large Farms are more productive than
small farms. A cursory look at why East
Punjab has done so much better than West
Punjab shows that structural changes (land
reforms} and incentives (and more educat
next generation farmers) are at the heart of
T

‘putting people first” is our defimng slo-

A, Iﬂ\an itis tirﬁe to support small fx%ners

fdefzmed as less than 7.5 acres) which form

8 per cent of farmers and 32 per cent of total

farm area. Start by reallocating state land to

oor farmers, with strong technical support
or seeds, fertilizer, and advice.

Initiate and scale up a Rural Employment
Guarantee programme, enshrining the core
idea of employment as a basic right. And,
through this, provide a necessary injection of
purchasing power into the rufal ‘economy,
especially for the landless and those affected
by the floods.

Three, restructure the export sector.
Without getting into a long debate about sub-
sidies, set up a five-year fransition plan on a
subsidy draw-down, an agreed structur-
al transition and diversification towards high
value added, knowledge intensive exports

But results are likely to take time.

Four, remittances: Imagine a Pakistan
economy without any remittances, The sys-
tem needs to adjust and organize befter
investment _grade products for overseas
Pakistanis. Right now, the incentives are
mostly about 1nvesting in real estate,

Many innovations are possible. Take the
example of Ethiopia, a non-vil producer,
which set up a §1 Sglhﬂlmn sovereign wealth
fund, seeking investment for state-owned

Five, get rid of an open capital account
Countrees like China wnﬂ 83 trillion reserves
ve nat opened their capital accounts. Why
has Pakistan kept the capital account open for
s0 long? Open aceounts limit domestic poli-
cy autonomy and can deeply disrupt domes-
tic production arrangements

comprehensive study about trade and
financial liberalization for the 2014 Global
Human Development Report concluded that
‘uglacmng up’ benefits developing countries
only when their human capabilities are high.
Later studies have reconfirmed this esseniial
point. Even in the EU accession process, less
advanced countries like Romania an
Bulgana have tried to argue for selective cap-
ital controls

There has been some tlk in Pakistan about
a one per cent economy. But a decper con-
cern 15 about a Pakistani elite, which feels as
?uh as any, able to travel and co-exist in

JK, US and Dubai spaces. Indeed, many
Pakistani business operators tend to have a
business base overseas as well. Even experi-
enced Pakistani economists have tended to
consider western practices in looking at cur-
rent policies, rather than critically examining
what has worked in other devefoping coun-
tries and applying those lessons to Pakistan.
For a 220 million country we anear to be
driven by the needs and values of a few mil-
lion people at the most X X

Six, fiscal space: It goes without saying:
eliminate all the specLaFSRDs. and the asso-
ciated giveaways (unearned incomes or
rents). ~ The last  National Human
Development Report (for Pakistan) estimated
an annual cost of $70 billien dollars in these
legal giveaways to the elites, which contrasts
with half that estimated amount for corrup-
tion. Just stop!

Rethink the eemre-iaro\,mce fiscal arrange-
ments, set ‘checkable’ development stan-
dards for expenditures which may also mim-
mize political largesse, and require provinces
to rasse their own tax revenues as matching
funds It could well be, as has been alguea
elsewhere, that these steps may not be
enough and that a deeper fiscal surgery is
now required. There is talk of reducing non-
combat military expenditures. What needs to
be kept in mind in this regard is that only the
government in consultation with the nation’s
miulitary has lhe‘s_rwerugﬂ right to dﬂer!nm?

Analyzing
IKnomics

mran  Khan
has forwarded
a 10-point
agenda to steer
the economy
_ out of the exis
tential crisis that Pakistan
faces. This is welcome,
since the government
appears 1o be clueless on
the steps required to
address the issues — other
than to seek more loans
from all and sundry,
contains three
strands: curtailing the
current account deficit,
increasing the tax net to
raise revenues, and pro-
moting development in
various socio-economic
Sectors, Al assessment is
in
The first part revolves
around ‘bringing in dol-
lars’, which ‘includes
motivating _ overseas
Pakistanis to invest in the
country, facilitating
exports and promoting
tourism. The second part
is just that! ‘increasing
the tax net to generate
revenue’. And the third
part_covers development
of IT, teurism and min-
ing, raising agncultural
productivity, restructur-
ing state-owned enter-
prises, and providing the
outh with interest-free
loans to take business ini-

above  rToster
appears to be an ofthand
attempt to throw in an
assortment of ideas and
call it a plan. There has
mol been a coherent
deuelogmem plan_ for
aver 40 years now; how-
ever, the PTI economic

the present ‘plan’ more
unfocussed. [Knomics,
like Daronomics, has
proved 10 be a bad dose of
vackery in the past and
threatens to_continue o
be so in the future as well
Pious pontification can-
not be a substitute for
sound policy manage-
ment

The pre-2018 expecta-
tion of rich overseas
Pakistanis contributing
1,000 dollars, supposedly
motivated l;‘y Imran
Khan's  self-professed
honesty, to overcome the
debt burden never materi-
alized. And the magic
does not appear 1o occur
again Investments in the
Middle East real-estate
market ar -nosed
business deci 5
anyone would invest their
hard-eamed money in a
sinking ecomomy is a
moot point. In any case,
Pakistanis _have’ been
burned earlier by the
‘garz wtaro, mulk sawaro’
slogan of the Nawaz
Sharif days in the 1990s

been the thrust to date:
rant _ Incentives.
However, it is industry

that produces the surplus
for export. The macro-
economic policy frame-
work has to encourage
investment and growth in
industry for it to produce
quality goods at interna-
tionally competitive
rices, Such a framework
as eroded over the last
40 years and As a result,

enterprises and assets as the p
pushes ahead with its privatization initia-

the details ancial

been

are flow-

y the fin
capability of ts forées. Not the IMF.

as
even more garbled and

ing into non-productive

speculative investments
in real estate and stock
markets. The PTI's poli-
cies during its tenure
actually reinforced the
macroeconomic  distor-
tions. -
_ The promise of tourism
is again just an oft-repeat-
ed plous wish. Tourists do
not go anywhere merely
to stand and admire the
view, howsoever pictur-
esque. The basic infra-
structure and facil
that international tourism
ands do not exist. and
public hygiene standards
are appalling. More seri-
ously, the regular dose of
terror attacks, honour
killings, forced conver-
sions, etc thal Pakistan
spews forth for the mter-
national media cannot
serve as a welcome mat
for tourists. :

The part about increas-
ing the tax net to enhance
revenues is again jusi a
repeal of the hackneyed
position that international
creditors and donors have
been churning out. The
FBR has, over the last
three decades, resorted to
the harshest of measures
10 squeeze revenues out
of a stagnant economy
and more of the same is
unlikely to deliver. What
is Niulmd is reduction of
non-debt current expendi-
ture, including non-com-
bat defence expenditure.
Part of the resultant fiscal
savings should be diven-
ed to retire part of the out-
standing debt to reduce
the annual debt servicin,
burden. Does the P
have the understanding or
the courage to posit the
problem in this context?




I

PIA Madina-bound flight
faces over 15-hour delay

LAHORE: A Pakistan
International  Airlines
(PTA) flight which was
due to take of or
Madinah on Saturday
night  from  Lahore
Airport could not depart
even after a delay of over
15 hours on Sunday.

The flizht was halted
due 1o a technical glitch.

PIA officials ~ have
issued directive that the
boarding of the passen-

gers will start as the tech-
nical fault has been
remov

They further said _after
the completion of the
boarding process  the
lane will take off for
Madinah after 12:00 noon
Sunday.

Two days ago more

than Lwdpassengers had
also faced inconvenience
after Serene Air's flight
ER-502 from Karachi to
Islamabad suddenly
developed a technical
problem at the take-off

mfe X .
ccording to aviation
sources, the Serene Air
flight, which was sched-
uled to depart at 12 noon,
could not depart due to
the technical fault. The
plane’s  air-conditioner
also stop%ed. working due
to the technical fault”

The aircraft  was
removed from the runway
and brought to the park-
ing lot whereas the pas-
sengers were also shifted
to the ]_Uun%a The flight
took off at 4pm after fix-

ing the technical glitch in
the plane,
The flight was halted
due to a technical glitcch
officials ~ have
issued directive that the
boarding of the passen-
gers will start as the tech-
nical fault has been

emov:
They further said after
the completion of the
boarding ~process  the
lane will ‘take off for
adinah after 12:00 noon
SundarTwo days ago
more than 160 passengers
also faced inconven-
ience after Serene Air’s
flight ER-302  from
Karachi to Islamabad
suddenly developed a
technical problem at the
take-off stage.II

Berger Paints revenue,
gross profit grow
marginally in
6MFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Berger
Paints Pakistan Limited, a
leading paint manufactur-
ing company, reported
marginal growth in_rev-
enue and gross profit in
the first six months of the
ongoing financial year
2022-23 compared to the
same period of the previ-

s year,

The company’s rev-
enue increased 4% from

53 .53 billion n

IFY22 to Rs3.65 bil-
lion in 6MFY23, while its
ggoss profit incrzased by

% from Rs644.7 million
in_ 6MFY22 to Rs680.4
million in  6MFY23,
regm‘ls WealthPK

Towever, the compa-
ny's profit-before-tax
decreased by 33%, from
Rs166.7  million in
6MFY22 to Rs111.9 mil-
lion in 6MFY23, which
indicates the company
incurred higher expenses
or faced other financial
challenges  during  the
period.

Moreover, the compa-
ny's net profit decreased
significantly by  45%,
i 136.67 million in
6MFY22 to Rs75.6 mil-
lion in 6MFY23, which is
a cause of concern for the
company and its stake-

sugar.

holders :
Performance in 2021-
2
_Berger Paints Pakistan
Limited reported healthy
growth in_revenue and
gross profit in 2021-22
compared to the previous

vear.

The company's total
revenue for the vyear
ended June 30, 2022
stood at Rs7.1 billion, up
26% from the previous
year's Rs5.6 hillion

The gross profit for the
same Eermd was reported
to be Rs1.2 billion, show-
ing an increase of %%
over Rsl.1 billion the
previous year.

Despite the revenue
growth. the company's
profit-before-tax
decreased 7% from
Rs267 million in FY21 to
Rs247 million in FY22

However, the compa-
ny's met profit_increased
slightly by 3% from

ous year to Rs201
Tiom in FY22

The eamings per share
also increas. %%
from Rs9 54 in FY21 to
Rs9.87 in FY22.

About the company

Berger Painis ~was
incotporated in Pakistan

A

(LULY
HYDERABAD: Assistant commissioner city and his feam surprising
visit of markets and seal the shops due to over charging and dumping

on March 25, 1950 as a
private limited company
under the Companies Act,
1913 (now Companies
Act, 2017). It was subse-
quently converted into a
ublic’ limited company.
he principal business
activity of the company is
the manufactunng and
trading of paints, varnish-

es, and other related
items

Slotrapid Limited,
based in the British
Virgin Islands, is the
holding _company  of
Berger Paints.

The company’s rev-
enue increased 4% from
53 5 billion in
6MFY22 1o Rs3.65 bil-
lion in 6MFY23, while its
ross profit incieased by
% from Rs644.7 million
in 6MFY22 to Rs6894
million in  6MFY23,
reports WealthPK.
owever,_the compa-

ny's  profit-before-tax
decreased by 33%, from
Rsl66.7  million in

6MFY22 1o Rs111.9 mil-
lion in 6MFY23, which
indicates the company
incurred higher expenses
or faced other financial
challenges  during  the
period.” Moreover, the
company’s. INP

Marriyum wonders
how ‘foreign slave’
Imran can launch
Haqeeqi Azadi

ISLAMABAD: In a
scathing criticism,
Information Minister

Marriyum Aurangzeh on
Sunday accused the for-
mer premier and PTI
Chairman Imran Khan of
hatching a conspiracy
against the country only
10 stick to power last year.

Taking a jibe at PTI's
funding ™ from foreign
sources, she wondered
how a slave of foreign
firms could launch a fight
for Haqeeqi Azadi (real
freedom).

In a statement, the min-
ister for information and
broadcastin, termed
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
Chairman Tmran Khan an
“impudent and coward”
ﬁelson for denying that

e had a daughter.

She said ironically that
Imran had also failed to
give respect to lis own
laughter in the society
“A man who hesitates fo
awn his own daughter for
the sake of power is
regarded as the most
shameless person,” she
added.

She said Imran was a
“dishonorable &

bers of his family to laun-
der his ill-gotten money.
chief staged a
drama _ of “Hageeqi
Azadi™ just to ensure his
return to the power, she
said, wondering how a
person who himself was
slave of a foreign Iul:bg—
g firm could fight for
independence. Marriyum
said Imran was su

“coward person” who did
not leave his house with-
out covering his head
with a black box, He did
not have courage to leave
his house without protec-
, but ironically called
Nawaz Sharif a coward
the minister remarked
sarcastically.

"1' ; eu\cll m\;‘d-
ard” are those people who
i3t oo i Shd dren
as human shield for their
protection.”  she said
while referring fo_Imran
Khan, who according to
her, hid under his bed to
prevent his arrest,

She alleged that Imran
hatched a conspiracy
against the country fo
prevent his ouster from
the power last year when
the then INP

RAWALPINDI:Vendors displayed schools
attract costumers at Igbal road in the ci

2 !
and luggage bags in their shops to

ECP unlikely to receive
funds for Punjab polls
by April 10

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission  of  Pakistan
(ECP) is unlikely to receive
the funds for holdm,i\ polls in
Punjab till Monday (April 10),
as per the order of the
Supreme Court in last week's
wverdict in the provincial elec-
tions delay case, sources said
he ECP spokesperson also
confirmed that the electoral
body had not yet received the
funds. Meanwhile, the sources
within the government said
that the possibility of the elec-
toral body getting funds by
April 10 was low as no meei-
ng o the  Ecomomic
Coordination Committee

directe

een announced

}E{‘CJ has been scheduled, so
ar

On I\Cfml 4, the top court had
the Finance Ministry
1o release Rs21 billion to the
ECP by April 10 for poll
Punjab. as per the clection
commission's deman
he apex court had ordered
to hold elections in Punjab on
May 14 and also declared the
ECP's March 22 decision to
delay polls till October 28 ag
null‘and void The decision had
I:Iy a three-
member bench led by Chief
Justice Umar Ata Bandial. The
verdict which was supposed to
be a way out of the ongoing

pelitical and constitutional cri-
sis but further deepened it as
the government rejected the
Su?rcmc Court decision
he ruling coalition is on a
in  warpath with the SC after a
thrcc-ﬁudgc bench unanimous-
declared as unconstitutional
the ECP's order to delay the
elections in Punjab
Besides rejecting the ver-
dict, the government has also
demanded the CIP's resigna-
tion and the formation of a full
court — a demand that the top
court had ignored earlier as
well — to hear the case of
&oil; date for Punjab and
hyber Pakhtunkhwa INP

THC to take up Imran’s
disqualification case on April 19

ISLAMABAD The
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
will hear Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI} Chairman Imran

ggering profests

cities
The electoral

term as the prime minister,

election at NA-25 Mianwali

the National Assembly sea

that Imran Khan had retained

after becomins} rime minister
2018

in various

body on

Khan's plea against the October 25 withheld the noti- in August I8,
Election  Commission of fication of Imran Khan’s vic- The THC will also hear on
Pakistan’s (ECP) decision to  tory on six National Assembly  April 12 Imran Khan's appli-
disqualify him in the seats—that he won in October cation seeking permission to
Tos! ﬂkhﬂmﬂ—#i“s repository— 16, 2022 by-clections—while appear in Islamabad courts
case on April 19 de-seating him as a Member through video. Chief Justice
Accordmﬁ to the cause list National Assembly (MNA) Faroog will hear the applica-
IHC Registrar's from his hometown of tionThe court has already
f Justice Aamer Mianwali sought replies in this connec-
iq hear the petition On February 24, the ECP tion from the Ministry of
The ECP on October 21, also de-notified the former Interior. Law and Justice,

2022 disqualified Imran Khan
under Article 63(1)(p) for
making “false statements and
incorrect declaration”  with
regard to gifts received from
foreign dignitaries during his

Nation suffering due
to PTI's failed
policies: Kundi

PESHAWAR Special Assistant to the Pnime Minister
on Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, Faisal Kanim
Kundi Sundaq_ lashed out that the nation was suffering
due to the PTTs failed policies and PPP is the only
major political force in the country, which can steer the
country out of difficult times

Talking 1o & private news channel, he asked PTI's
chairman Imran Khan to stop double standards, as the
nation is suffering the consequences of his shortcom-
ings, adding, the government and opposition should sit
together and think about how o direct the country
towards prosperity and development,

Keeping in view the current situation in the country,
we cannot afford separate elections in the country, he
said, adding, such elections will result in a heavy bur-
den on the economy of the country,

Tt is the time that every political party |
analyze itself as everyone knows what is right and what
is wrong, he mentioned. In reply to a question, he said
that it is the moral responsibility of President Dr. Anif
Alvi to sign the Supreme Court Practice and Procedure
Act, 2023, so that the country can get rid of the consti-
ttional and political crises. NP

Sugar prices
continue to
skyrocket across
the country

ISLAMABAD: The price of sugar continues to
increase in different cities of the country as the
sugar price also jumps to Rs6,000 per SOkg bag in a
month in wholesale market.

Tn Faisalabad, sugar has increased from Rs130 to
Rs135 after an increase of Rs40 per kg,

The price of sugar has increased by 20 rupees in
Hyderabad whereas it has gone up to Rs120 in the
wholesale market of Karachi and Rs130 per kg in

the THC against
decision  and

restrained the polls
ry authority from

y must have to

me minister from the six
A seats Imran later moved

inspector general of police
(IGP) and others. The court

the ECP's last  week directed the
the court Registrar's Office 1o schedule
superviso-  the application far
conducting  hearing, INE

HYDERABAD: PTI leader Ali Zai
PTI at a local hall in Hyderabad.

Political mercury
needed to be
brought down
through table talks:
Mushahid

MULTAN: Senator Mushahid
ussai _.qyed of Pakistan Muslim
League- Nawaz (PML-N) has siai-
ed that country political mercury
which has touched the new heighis
of confrontation needed to be
brought down through table talks,
He expressed these views while
talking 1o a private news chan-
nel While showing his serious
concern over current political state
of affairs, suggested a ?r@n
national dialogue' for all pofitical
parties to ease the situation.
¢ best forum for mutual con-
sultations among politicians wi
the ut unfortunal
the PTI has already tendered re
nations from this platform, he said,
: N had always
opened its doors for opponents to
address the issues through dia-
logues PTI Chairman Imran Khan
should come into the parliament as
it was the only way for civilian
supremacy, he said, adding, it is a
dire need to take matters seriously.
Reprlqvmg to a question, he said
PML-N will continue to struggle
for the survival of democracy,
xddiné;, "We are not scared of elec-
tions but need justice”.INP

Son kills father
over family
dispute

KARACHE: A son killed his
father over 4 domestic dispute in
Karachi on Sunday According to

details. a son opened fire at his 60-

ear-old  father  near _the

moodabad Railway track in

the limits of Mahmoodabad police
station, Karachi

The vicim has been identified
as Salah Anwar The bady of the
victim has been transferred to
Jinnah Hospital for further action
According to police, the accused
managed 1o escape from the scene
after the incident, but raids are
being carried out at various places
for his arrest

Police officials quoted  prelim-
inary investigation as saying that
Amwar’s relafions with the his sons
were not ﬁood from the past year
and half afier he divorced his wife

According to police, the victim
and the accused were living in sep-
arate houses in the same neighbor-
hood, and several petitions were
eceived at police station regarding
their dispute before the gruesome
murder.

Earlier, on November 3. a man
in Karachi murdered father and
son_over the alleged theft of his
wifi password. The victims,
Faroog and his younger son, Haris
were |hreatenai_h{~_?_aslm over
alleged theft of his WiFi password
and internet service INP

di is addressing a ceremony to joi

Corporate farming can help
increase food production in
Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Pakista
n needs to_promote cor-
porate farming 18
increase its cultivation
area, which will strength-
en the economy, sai
renowned researcher.

food suppl

rogramme
rmers

supply.

is vital 1o launch an
emergency  agricultural
and
imm
resolution to their
lems as farmers always

of-the-art technology and
equipment to increase
productivity and reduce

ive  costs. This increased effi-
iate  ciency leads to more
rob-  affordable food for con-

sumers and higher profits

“As the world's popula-  played a crucial part m for producers,

tion grows and urgm i resolving every crisis the  explained.

tion Continues, it is criti-  couniry”confronted,” he  "Corporate  farming
cal to find ways to said Abedullah said the can also help promote
imerease food production  public and private sectors  sustainable  agriculture

to et the rising
demand One solution to
this challenge is to sup-
ort corporate farming,”

Chief of Research at
Pakistan Institute  of

must contribute appropri-
ately to enhancing the
agriculture industry. F
por insisted that both parties
said Abedullah Anjum, should come u

i strategies and invest in
modern farming to ensure

practices. Large corpora-
tions could invest in
research and develop-
ment to find ways to
with  reduce the environmental
impact of agriculture.
They can use precision

He

retail

On the other hand. in Peshawar, sugar has
increased hfy Rs35 to Rs125 per kg in two weeks and

the price of
Rs150 per kg,

molasses has been increased by Rs20 to

In Quetta, one kg of sugar is being sold at Rs125

and in the suburbs at Rs1

On the other hand, normal quality ghee is avail-
able in Peshawar at Rs430 to Rs490 per kg, while
the chicken is being sold at Rs380 per kg with an
inerease of Rs63 per kg in two weeks INP

Chinese investment in construction, housing to
help drive Pakistan’s economy: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Chines
e investment can help
develap the housing and
construction sector in
Pakistan, thus ushering
in an era of economic

Ems[pcm Vs reports
WealthPl

Recently, Chang
Chun, CEQ of China
Stale Construci
Engineering Corporation
Lid (CSCEC), met with
Iftikhar Ali ‘Shallwani,
Federal Secretary for
Housing and Works

A detailed discussion
took place on const
tion of low-cost housing
and uBgradalinu of slums
for Pakistani citizens
with low incomes

In this regard,

the

CSCEC and the Ministry
of Housing and Works
lenenI a memorandum
of understanding in
September 202 A
vear's validity wﬂs&;mmr
ed to the memorandum.

Chang Chun requested
the renewal of the Mall
and inclusion of the
housing and construction
sector in CPEC

In order to undertake
mega projects in the con-
struction and housing
sector, the Government
of Pakistan is secking
Chinese investment,
which_will also create
extensive employment
opportunities  ~  for
Pakistan and_ultimately
contribute to its econor-

ic development, Iftikhar
Ali Shallwani said

The secretary of hous-
ing expressed his full
support  for  further

strengthening coopera-
tion with China in hous-
i and  urban-rural
development. He said
Pakistan was ready to
work on_new MoUs for
v dation of its hous-

Fcbrua%FY 2023 as per
the P data. In
Pakistan’s construction
sector, the inflow of FDI
from China amounted to
§25.3 million 1

ul

ﬁ is expected that the
MolJs signed during this
meeting_ will bring a
huge foreign  direct
in Pakistan’s

ing sector He further
said Pakistan will con-
sider Chang Chun's
request to make ]\cusm%
and works a part o
CPEC

China is already the
largest contributor to for-
eign direct investment in
Pakistan  with around
$240 million in July-

housing and construction
sector.Owing to the eco-
nomic challenges Faced
by Pakistan, the housing
and construction sector
declined in the previous
fiscal year. However, the
new investment coming
from China after the del-
egates  meeting  will
boost the growth of this

sector along with_other
complemental indus-
tries.Pakistan, as the Sth
most populous country
in the world with more
than 220 million people
and a growing middle
class, has a great poten-
tial in this Tmmal
Among the total popu-
lation, 35.38 percent T
in urban areas, while
63.62 percent live in
rural areas. There is a
rowing  demand  for
ousing which can be
encountered  with  the
help of Chinese invest-
ment Moreover, China,

Pakistan’s  all-weather
friend, is keen to bring
economic

rospernty
through mu::sl\':m IR]P

Development Ecomonics
(PIDE) Abedullah  said
that flash floods durinﬁ
the previous year ha
badly harmed the farming
community, and the agri-
cultural industry as a
whole, and threatened the
safety of the country's

Members of the C|

excellent harvests with
minimal water use and
other inputs,_
Enumerating the bene-
fits of corporate farming,
the researcher said it
allews for economies of
scale. “Large corpora-
tions can invest in state-

sten C

rituals early in the morning before sun rise at Si. Jos

the cve of

ster” which is n Christinn festi
orating the resurrection of Jesus from the death.

mmunity a
seph's
1 und cultural b

agriculture techniques 1o
optimise the use of water
and other  resources.
Corporate_farming also
provides better opportu-
nities to utilise waste and
convert it into fertilisers
to increase soil health,”
he elaborated INP

Church on
ny commem-

5y
‘uthol
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Democratic lawmaker Ocasio-Cortez wants US
SC Justice Thomas impeached

Democratie view  However, she House oI‘RE])resemalivcﬂ take action against a con-
epresentative acknowledged prog has a Republican majori-  servative justice Ocasio-
Alexandria Ocasio-  was unhlﬁy smce the [ (hal would not want to  Cortez said the timeline

ortez said on Sunday
she wants Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas
to be impeached and his
advisers probed after a
media report described
Iutulg trips he has taken
over decades, funded by a
Republican donor.

It is the House’s
responsibility 1o pursue
that investigation in the
Form of impeachment,”

told CNN in an inter-

Quettta.Mcmhnrs of the Chnsmn Cnmmumty are _gmtm after their worships of "Easter"
Don Bosco Church, as the Easter is a Christian festival and cultural holiday commemorating the
resurrection of Jesus from the death.

of Thomas’s relationship
with Republican donor
and real estate magnate
Harlan Crow revealed a
conflict of interest since
it started after Thomas
began serving on the
Supreme Court in 1991,
roPublica reported on
I||u|€.dgy that  Thomas
accepted expensive trips
from Crow over decades
despite  federal law
requiring the dlsc]osure
of most gifts Thom
defended the trips. Web

the community is partic
(s to celebrate

Spec-u\ prayers and events are being organized in In
churches across the country, attended by a large
number of Christian community members.

Special arrangements have been made by the
administration for prayers.

. Tight security measures
side churches.
A colorful

eves

munity is celebrated on

Christian calendar
President Dr Arif Alvi

the Christians living in Pakistan from his official

Easter celebration was held at
Karachi’s Hely Trinity Church also. Carels related
to Easter are being sung at a ceremony there.

Easter usually does not fall on the same date
year. The second major festival for the com-

Saifullah Khan given
additional charge of
Registrar Special Court

News Desk:

QUETTA The Federal Ministry of
I uw and Justice has given the addition-
of the R.eﬁxlrar Special Court

t( N‘s) b Saifuilah
According to a notification issued by
the Secretary Law and Justice, Mr.
Saifullah Khan would perform his duties
fora penod of three months until further

Mr, Khan has already been perforin-
ing as the Reuistrar Banking Court

an special prayers
e festival with religious

etta. This was announced in a notifi-
cation issued on April 4 this month.

President, PM lead
felicitations, as Christian
community celebrates Easter

ISLAMABAD: The Christian community around
the world celebrating Easter today. In Pakistan also,

hronlwders and sisters in #Pakistan and around the
vorld®

Similarly, Punjab Governor Balighur Rehman and
caretaker Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi also con-

gratulated the Christian community on Easter.

have also been taken out-

his message, the governor said Prophet Isa
(peace be upon him) taught restraint, brotherhood
and love for humanity

“All minerities have equal rights in Pakistan,” he
maintained, adding the Christian community has
been playing a positive role in the establishment of

the country since the Pakistan Movement

the first Sunday of the
CM shared
tweeted felicitations for

Interim CM Nagvi also wishes a happy Easter to
the Christian community.
qually share lhcjoys of the Christian com-
in celel\rmmg Easter,”
Easter is synonymous with spending time with
the poar and deserving and sharing happiness, the

he remarked

Nagwvi had assured the Christian community that
it will be provided a peaueful environment 1o cele-

Man
strangulates
minor
daughter in
Lahore

LAHORE: A stone-hearted man
killed his minor daughter and tried to
trick the police that she died of namral
causes ||| Lahore on Sunday

The man, Khurram bhnhzad killed
his \Inee—yeal-old daughter  Zahra
Fatima by strangulatmg her in
Hanjarwal area of Lahore and told the
police she died of natural causes.

The police got suspicious after
examining the circumstances and
man's refusal to conduct post-mortem
of the body.

The police took the body into cus-
tody and after receiving the post-
mortem report in which the doctors
confirmed death by stran u]auon the
police arrested

Zahra Fatima lwed with her father
along with her other brothers and sis-
ters. Khurram Shahzad had divorced
his wife.

The llanjarwal“fuhce registered a
case_and launched further Tnvestiga-
tion into the incident. NP

Sikh pilgrims
from India
arrive to
attend
Baisakhi
festival in
Pakistan

LAHORE: More than 2800 Sikh
pilgrims from India reached Lahore
via Wagah border on Sunday, to par-
ncy’m.e in the Baisakhi festival

ki pilgrims from India will partic-
ipate in the main event at Gurdwara
anja Sahib Hasan Abdal on April 14

During the visit, pilgrims will visit
Dera Sahib, Panja Sahib. Nankana
Sahib and Kamrpur Sahib.

The Additional Secreta of

Evacuee Trust J"mpem Board

Shahid welcomed the Sikhs. On llm
occasion, the Sikh p\lbnms said they
were very happy to come to Pakistan
as its people give a message of broth-
erh by promoting peace in the sub-

\] rims will leave for India on
Aan 1% after performing religious rit-

ll should be remembered that every
year a large number of Sikh pilgrims
from Induu visit Pakistan to participate
in various religious festuvals and
events

Tessori says
he is under
fire over
statements
on gas, street
crime

KARACHL:  Sindh  Governor
Kamran Tessori said on Sunday that
he was under fire for cﬂ1|0\51ng street
n.nrm: and gas load shedd

About giz_is load shcddmg Smdh
Govemor Tessori said big suppliers
were of the view that gas was avml-
able and they were ready to supply

Tessori visited Kharadar ai Sehar
zmd talked to media persons,

On the occasion, he said it was true
that no_one was n.urkm for better-
ment of the city He said on issuin;
statements over gas load shedding an
sireet crimes in the city he was being
crificis:

However, he maintained. he would
keep on pinpointing every wronzdo-
ing being meted out to the people in
the city. Teesori further said that he
wanted the trade and business in city
and the provine to keep gaimg INP

QUETTA:Residents of Abdul
Wali Chowk Pushtunabad, Quetta

staged a protest demonstration on
Sunday outside Quetta Press Club
demanding the authorities to stop
illegal boring of water supply at
Abdul Wali Chowk area of Quetta.
Addusme the protest demonstra-
tion_speakers said that district
administration Quetta had issued
ng objection certificate to one
influential person to dig boring of
water supply scheme near the
Water Supply Scheme, Abdul
Wali  Chowk, Pushtoonabad,

country's

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to
the Prime Minister on Economy
and zhar Kayani
has_expressed his governments
commitment o improve country’s
economy under the leadenln;?\ of
Prime er Shehbaz Shari

Addressing media in Islamabad
on S he said our macroeco-
non dicators are improving
and nﬁu the staff level agreement
with  the our foreign
exchange reserves will increase

ISLAMABAD: Renowned
Urdu and Punjabi poet, Munir
Niazi was remembered on his
birth anniversary on Sunda

Mumr Ahmed Niazi was bom

on April 9, 1928 in a village near
Ilmhmmul India. After panition,
he moved to Pakistan

Munir Niazi proved himsell as
one of Pakistan's famous movie
songwriters. He also wrote a num-
ber c:l' pieces for newspapers and

He launched a weekly ‘Saat

Residents of Abdul
Wali Chowk demanded
the authorities to stop
illegal boring

Quetta, ad

that the said illegal
boring wouldﬁ

dry Water Supply

Scheme, Abdul Wali Chowk,
Pushtoonabad, They said pure
drmkm wa\er was hemg supplied
from Water cheme, A
bdul Wali Chowf Pyushtuonubad t
o the citizens of Muhammad K
hair Road, Akhtar Muhxmmxd 1
amia ME!]Id area, Khyber Dara M
uhalla, Masjid mehraj Mohalla a
nd other xddmmm1 aréas. They de
manded of the authorities to getno o
biection certificate issued Tor il |
egal boning cancelled forthwith PR

Azhar expresses Govt's
commitment to improve

economy

He categorically said we have suc-
cessfully averted the default posi-
tion and now expecting mcrease in
foreign exchange reserves after
IMF deal and support from friend-
Iy countries Counting on different
reasures by the incumbent gov-
ernment to improve economy. he
said our current accuun t deficit

has decreased by ercent in
first eight mumhs uf © current
fiscal

vear. He sad kc\.plng in
view the foreign INP

Renowned poet Munir
Niazi remembered

respected by the reading public
His works have been translated
into many other languages.

For his literary achievements,
Niazi was awarded Kamal-e-Funn
Award for the year 2002 by
Pakistan Academy of Letters and
the President’s Award for Pride of
Performance in 1992 and Sitara-e-
Imtiaz in 1998.

He passed away dug to res; lm-
m |I ms on December 26, 21
\Iungr Ahmed Niazi was born
on April 9, 1928 in a village near

Rang’ leln‘ Sé\lewal in 1949 He
a

also
institute Al- Misal in 1960 and
remained associated with Lahore
Television and lived in Lahore
until his death. His poetry influ-
enced an entire generstion of
young writers and poets His
works include Dushmanoon Key
Darmiyan, Mah-e-Munir, A[;lh Z-
e-Zamastan Main Dabara an k
Musalsal Munir  Niazi  deepl

F fier partition,
he moved to Pakistan

Munir Niazi proved himself as
one of Pakistan’s famous movie
songwriters, He also wrote a num-
ber of pieces for newspapers and
radio He Inunched a weekly -Saat
Rang’ from Sahiwal in 1949. He
also established a publication
institute Al- Misal in 1960 and
remained associated with Lahore

Twitter.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also took to the

social media
making the world
ties can live in

tform, and vowed “to do our bit in

a peaceful place where communi-
harmony & build a tomorrow of

brate Easter in true spiri

In a statement on iaturdz the caretaker chief
minister had acknowledged l e significant role of
the Christian community in the progress of
Pakistan He directed 1o ensure foolproof” security

ope
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also

extended his "Warmest g

Man opens
indiscriminate
fire inside sea
view’s eatery

KARACHL: An uniden-
tified man_opened indis-
criminate fire and wound-
ed the manager in a bu
er chain restaurant located
at Karachi's sea view ?
According to police, a
drunk man reached a
burger chain restaurant at
Sea View and started mis-
behaving with the restau-
rant staff,

The administration of
the hotel immediately
called police helpline 15,
meanwhile, the customer
who was holding a rifle
with him shot at the man-
ager and injured him. The
man later fled away from
the scene. before the
arrival of the police The
manager who was hit in
the foot was rushed to the
hospital, the police said

South Asad Raza
about  the incident said
that the suspect shot the
manager in the fool
before police armed and
fled the scene?

According to police, 10
shells have been found at
the scene, while an inves-
tigation into the incident
was underway.

Memutile, e
eatery manager in his
statement said the siafT
was doing Sehri, when a
man entered the premises
and got furious after see-
ing no one at the counter
Later, he opened indis-
criminate fire al the stafl
alter slapping the security
guard an |n an anemp! 0
save our was hit
by a bullet n lﬁe foot, the
manager added INP

Occupied
Kashmir
transporters to
observe ‘complete
strike’ on Apr 17

SRINAGAR. The
transporters  of  Indian
Tllegally Occupied
Jammu ashmir

an;
(TI0JK) have announced
a complete strike in the

territory on April 17
A decision in this
\eg, was taken in a

g of All Jammu
al\d Kaﬁhm\r Transport
Welfare Association
where all the presidents,
Tepresentatives, an

members of cummcrcual

mmcixl\onsfum%ns were
present. The speakers
expressed concern over
the attitude of the authori-
ties and said that they
have been fed up with the
response of the officers at
the helm of affairs. They
said despite the associa-
tion'’s repeated and sin-
cere efforts to resolve the
long-pending issues of the
wansporters by submitting

influented s cotemporinica an  Televison. and lived"n Lakore representations 1o the
later generations of poets and 15 until his death. N ’"shﬂf authorities INP
T
¥
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.
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MUZAFERABADA man is buying unstitched clothes from road side trader as due to
the extra ordinary prices , people are avoiding to visit branded shops in the.

reetings to our Christian

arrangements on Easter across Punjab. Naqvi asked
the police and law enforcement agencies to remain
on alert. NI

Macro-economic indicators start
improving after eight-month
corrective measures: Bilal

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Economy and Ener
Bilal Azhar Kayani on Sunday said ot
due to hectic efforts by the incumbent
%\o\femmem during the’ last 08 months,
e_micro-economic indicators of the
national economy had started improving
Eradl\al\}« Addressing a press conference
ere, hesaid at the u-n usltlon of Imran
novemmem in 2018,
e path of sust.amab
=rowth with 6 percent GDP and less
an 4 percent mflanﬂu {e said that
wnrk on_energy Eroduc( on projects
under  China-Pakistan  Economic
Corridor Project was also initiated to
p\Dduce " almu( LZ 000 MW
gramme  with
Inlarnutmnnl M(memry me (IMF) was
completed and an opeération against ter-
ronsm was launched to eradicate the

ABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Mi

menace of terrorism from the country
the emment in
led by Muh:\mumd Nawaz
Sharif, pulled the country out of dark
ness and put 1t on a fast track for ec
nomic development, creating over 6 mi
lmnﬁoh apportunities.

he said Imran Khan was
imposed and during four years of s
government, inflation continuously
increased, four finance mimisters were
changed in four consecutive years,
adding thai over 20 million peoplé were
pushed below the poverty line.

Bilal Azhar Kayani sard the debt grew
by 70 percent from Rs 2, 500 billion to
Rs 4,400 billion in_ four years, which
was the highest in the history of
Pakistan He said the debt taken during
Pakistan Muslim League N tenure was
spent on the constitution. INP

ister on Ecomomy and Energy,

M.
Mr. Bilal Azhar Kayani, addressing a press conference.

Iraq president slams
Turkish bombardment
of Kurdish region

BAGHDA! President
Abdel Latif Ras.n&| condemned
Turkey on Saturday for bombarding
an area near Sulaimaniyah airport in
the autonomous Kurdish region, a
flashpoint between the two govern-
mcms“lurl.lsh military operations
against the Kurdistan région contin-
ue to take place, the last being the
bombardment (Fndav) against
Sulaimaniyah civilian  airport”
Rashid said in a slatemem Rashid,
who is himself a Kurd from
Sulaimaniyah, said such actions by
Turkish _forces have “no legal Jum-
fication” and serve only to “ter-
rorise civilians under the pretext
thal hostile forces are present m

".He was referring to the
Kurdn[an Workers™ Party (PKK)
which has a presence in lIrag’s

Kurdistan region and is blacklisted
as a “terrorist” organisation by
Turkey and its allies Turkey has
repeatedly sought to remove the
rebel group in air and cround opera-
tions onday. Turkey halted
flights to and from Sulaimaniyah
until at least July 3, blaming

increased PKK activity in an
around the airport The Turkish for-
eign ministry said at the time that
PKK  activities were posing a
“threat” to air security.In early
March, a Turkish drone strike in
northern Iraq killed two Yazn:h
fighters affihated with the PKK.
days after a similar strike kl]]sd
three other fighters The PKK has

waged an insurgency in Turkey lhal
has claimed tens of thousands of
lives since 1984 INP

Archaeological tourism a
potential goldmine for
Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD :Tourism is a rapidly
growing industry globally and an. 1ae0-
Togical tourssm 'is one of its hot seg-
ments. Pakistan is full of legendary
archaeclogical places. Only a linle focus
on their conservation and presentation
can attract a_ number of tourists,
researchers, and students of history. It
will help boost the associated areas’
economy, increase the overall GDP, and

sustmnable living for the commu-

ere
Dm:umug with WealthPK the impar-
tance of archaeological tourism in
Pakistan, Deputy Director of Heritage

and  Museums, Islamabad  Dr
Mahmood-ul-Hassan said,
“Conservation of historical places and

artifacts 1s very important to transfernng
ulture 1o the coming genera-
tions. Histonical sites are also an impor-
tant segment of the lourism industsy
Pakistan has a very rich culiural heritage
from different periods. Historical sites
and archaeological monuments are

spread all over Pakistan and there is a
need to develop them. From tourism
pont of view, there are two aspects: 1),
conserving, and ke ing neat and clean
archaeological sites for tourists; 2), pro-
viding tourist facilities near the archaeo-
logical sites. It is the archaeclogical
departments’ duty to conserve and
serve archaeolopical sites and historical
monuments whether these fall in xlu.
Frovmb\al or federal junsdic
Towever, 10 provide lnm'ls[ Fncnhuec, n
is the utmost duty of the local govern-
ments and Frmmcaa] f-ovemmems to
ensure metalled roads up to the sites,
proper sitting places, rest places,
refreshment areas, etc. In this connec-
tion, the archaeological sites in Taxila
are in good condition from the tourist
point of view. Taxila museum also has
an information centre for touris
“Similatly, the world heritage site
Takht Bhai consists of all tourist fa
ties. Swat Museum has an information
center and facilities for tourists. INP




