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Another police vehicl
targeted in Quetta, 4
personnel injured

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA:At least four peoF e were
killed when a blast targeted a police vehi-
cle in Quetta’s Kandahari Bazar on
Monday evening, Waseem Baig, the
Spokesman of civil hospital Quetta said
four dead bodies were from the hospital.
Mr. Baig stated that nine people were
injured as a result of the blast.

The blast also damaged several vehicles
parked outside shops in the area, The blast
was heard far and wide causing panic in the
area. Police were quick at the spot and the
imjured in the blast were rushed to the civil
hospital Quetta for medical treatment. An

ency was declared in the trauma cen-
ter civil hespital to provide rnad\ca] treat-
ment to the injured by the blas

High explos:ves
used in the
attack:
Mandokhail

. Rafo Jan Mandokhail, an officer of the
fense Quetta said the bomb was
planted in a motorcycle parked near the
police vehicle, * rh aft explosives were used |
in the attack” andokhail said

he blast arsu sashed the glass of near-
tﬁ shops and shopping malls in the area.

bemb went off in the commercial hub
of Quetta, Pakistan’s Southwestern city.

CM Balochistan
condemns the
attack

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo strongly condemned the blast and
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Balochistan professors
symbolically start
charity for salaries

directed the police to arest the terrorists
involved in the attack. In a statement issuex

wrow over the incide e
the hos ital administration to_provide bet-
ter h:n th fa s to the injured by the

H M er  Balochistan, Mir
Zlau]lah Langove strongly condemned the
attack and termed it a conspiracy against

nal peace of the province
incident has come a day after the
armed accused opened fire and killed two
policemen in Quetta’s Kuchlak area. One
attacker was also killed in the attack.

PM condemns blast,
seeks report from
relevant authorities

Prime Mimster Shehbaz Shanf con-
demned the blast in Balochistan's cap-
ital eity with prayers for the martyrs
i'md offered condolences to their fami-

15

The premier has also prayed for the
speadv recovery of those injured in the
explosion directing relevant authori-
ties to ensure all possible medical aid
for them

He also sought a report from the
authorities concerned on the terror
attack sharing the state’s resolve to

| crush the ill intentions of terrorists

For the past few months, Pakistan
has been gripped by a spate of terror
attacks with even the country's bigger
urban centres such as Karachi and
Peshawar under the radar of militants
Iarsn(mg secunty forces with the aim
eterioraie peace
Meanwhile, security forces have

§ been umduc[mh operations against

terrorists with the determination to
eliminate terrorism from the country

M and resolve to strengthen the sacrifices

of its soldiers.

Parliament's Jomt slttmg adopts resolutlon for simultaneous
electlons of all assemblles

adparlmmc:ms joint sitting Monday |
adopted a resolution stressing the holding |
of general elections of the national and the
govmclal assemblies slmulwneouiiy to
‘strenathen the federation”

Federal Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Murtaza Javed Abbasi and Senator
Kamran Murtaza moved two identical res-
olutions aimed to promote pelitical stabili=
ty and foster unity among the provinces.

The resolutions a;guad that orgamsing |
general elections all the assemblies
simultanecusly, The resolutions empha-
sised the significance of appointing rlculrai [
caretaker sel-ups to ensure impartiality an
fairness during the elections,

The resolutions also argued that holding
separate elections in Punjab, the largest

‘ederating unit with over 50% of the

National Assembly seats, would inevitably

the National Assembly seats in Punjab. ' lr“ e
Therefore, it cuul! potentially margin- |5 ¥ o

X i #
impact the outcome of general elections to | ~ -

alise the smaller provinces” role i the fed-
eration, the resolutions note

Amid_the session, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
InsaF(PTI%‘smawrs staged a token walkout
from the house to register their protest
"Hold elections and save the country," the
PTI senators chants

The development comes after a three-
member bench of the Supreme Court unan-
imously declared the Election Commission
of Pakistan's (ECP) order to delay the
tion in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
"unconstitutional”

The three-member bench — led b Chu.f
Justice of Pakistan {CJP) Umar Ata
and compnising Justice Munib Akhtar, and
Justice Tjaz Ul Ahsan — also ordered the
electoral body to hold elections in the
province on May 14 and asked the gm:m'
ment to provide funds to the ECP for h
ing the Fo{ls The ECP postponed the dale

the election in Punjab to October 8 —
mmai!y scheduled to take place on April 30

— citing a resurgence of terror attacks, a
shortage of security personnel and an
unprecedented economic erisis.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
has rejected PTl's
demand to stage
early polls

The coalition government has rejected
the top court's asecwsnon and has sllmady
mhlcd a bill in both houses of the pnrha-
ment — National Assembly and Senate —
perwm# to funds for general elections

Th ammed the govemment's
move and declared the decision 10 reject
the apex court's decision "haseless”, claim-
ing Sm the parliament did not have the
authority to dismiss a court order,

Balochistan professors symbohcally TAnother police vehicle targeted in
start charlty for salarles Quetta, 4 personnel injured

Syed Ali Shak = s
TR g 7, Civil Hospital
Professors = uetta for medical
Balochistan University s\mhnht:ﬂl]\ Saulmem Waseem
launched a charity campaign for the Baiii. tha Siok
salaries of the faculty members and alg, ll}" OKESIMan
employees of the universilty on of the Civil Hospital
Monday evening. A large number of described the condi-
umu:mP plof\.béUJs‘ I\.:.Imrwa nsrs: tion of the injured as
tant professors, and emplovees of the
uni versity gathered outside uuj[l()fdung:, r}\ I
Balochistan University and staged a his  attac has
come almost three
hours after a blast

Manan Mandokhail

At least  four
policemen were
mjured when  an
unknown  accused
hurled a hand
grenade at a police
mobile van in the
Sariab Road area of

protest demonstration.
“We have symbolically Iaund\ed

this charity collection campaign o L Quetta. . Police killed four people
sensilize our rulers”, Nazeer Al mwd part of the protest demonstration oul- tester said. He said the rulers were | sources  said  SHO including wo
Lehri, one of the protesters told Daily the Balochistan Assembly.  least bothered about the plight of | Sariab was inside the lice 2 ¢
Quetta Voice. The protesters were : s and the  employees and Faculty members. vehicle. - However PR alfle D
chanting full-throated slogans against  University Law College remain The financial issues of the univer- | "o hurt Kandahari Bazar
the university administraiion and the ~ closed for more than a week because ~ sity were also echoed in the | M'¢ s, area of Quetta. Panic
Balochistan government for their fail-  of the financial crisis Balochistan Assembly. Lawmakers | i1l the attack prevailed in the city

re to solve the financial issues of the “Our faculty members and also discussed the closure and the The injured police- in the aftermath of

university, Women facully members employees are deprived of their financial crisis inside the university | men were shifted to d k.

were also part of the protest salaries for the lnsi three months™,  and stressed the need for an immedi- § he Trauma Center 1 repeated attacks on
Women facultv members were also  Professor Fareed Achakzai, another  ate solution. B police.

ECP seeks amendments to Elections Act,
authority to announce poll dates unilaterally

would be deferred ull Or.mber (I\e SC issued another ruling on April 4,
declaring thy decisior " and fixing May 14
as the date for polls in :he provinee ln their letters taday, the ECP officials
maintained that au:ordmg to the Constitution, the commission was the
“sole arbiter” to decide whether the circumstances existed to conduct elec-
tions or not and this mandate was “not subordinate to any authority” The
SC’s March 1 and April 4 judgements, on the other hanrf “have divested
the of its powers to d as to whether
conducive environment in facts and cirtcumstances exists for the conduct
of elections in a given time to meet the standards mentioned in Article 218
(3)” of the Constitution, the letters said. Thcy further stated that under
Article 218 (3), the ECP was obligated to “organise and conduct elections
and to make such arrangements as are necessary to ensure that the election
is conducted honestly, justly, fairly and i in accordance with the law and that
corrupt practices are guarded against™ The ECP officials also lament
that whlfe the institution had “consistently strived to uphold the writ of
Law, fﬂ\rFIay and meritin letter and spirit”, these “exemplary efforts™ were
not supplemented and rather its Web Desk

‘The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has sought amendments to
the Elections Act, 2017 that will empower the electoral watchdog to
announce poll dates unilaterally, without it hav:m{w consult the resident

The request for amendments was made in letters written Chief’
r]acuomeg‘mmmsslouef Sikandar Sultan Raja and ECP Secnelag Omar
Hamid Khan to Principal Secretary to Prime Minister Dr Syed Taugir
Hussain Shah, Parliamentary Affairs Secretary Muhammad Shakeel
Malik, National Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf and Senate
Chairman Sadig Sanjrani on .

The letters, cop\ei of which are available with Dawn.com, referred to
the “controvers, rding elections to Punjab and Khyber Pukhluﬂkhv.a
assemblies AL Supr&me Court (SC)
judgements in this connection, issued on March 1 and April 4

In its March I verdict, the SC had ruled that elections in KP and Ful\pb
— both of which have been under caretaker governments since the pro
cial assemblies were dissolved in January — should be held wuhm %0
days.

However, after the ECP announced in March that elections in Punjab
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Google sholarships for

Cditor Asim Khan

A VOICE

youth of Balochistan

Google’s scholarships for 1000 youth of Balochistan would open new vis-
tas of opportunities and skill development. Tech Valley Pakistan, a consulting

and technology partner i }
signed a memorandum of understanding wi

n_with

o s an
t“ﬁ the Balochistan government.

Under the program, the program 1s taught and developed by Google employ-
ees with decades of experience in these fields.
Google offers 1000 scholarships
The youth/ students from Balochistan would get an opportunity to get glob-
al Google certification and get jobs using the internet and laptops. This initia-
tive would enable the youth of Balochistan to get jobs in the mformation tech-

nology center.
Tech Valley

ns Moll with 5 departments of Balochistan

This is Tech Valley Pakistan's first collaboration with the gmwncm gav-

ernment which includes a partnership with colleges, higher an

technical edu-

cation departments, education departments, science, information and technol-
ogy department, labor and manpower department, industries and commerce
department, and health department.
ndeed, this is a big development, However, this daily has received multi-
ﬁle queries about the method of applying for scholarships from Turbat,
haran, Jaffarabad, Killa Abdullah, and other districts of Balochistan,
Students need to be apprised about the method of applying for the

scholarships

The officials preferred to stress the importance of the project. However,
students and youth are yet to be simply apprised about the method of apply-

ing for the scholarships.

ndoubtedly, the world has now practically become a global village after

the developmeént of information technology.

ere are no barriers or obstacles

for the students to get quality education in Balochistan. Although. the avail-
ability of internet service is a prerequisite
Hamza Shafqaat deserves nlplpreciution
n

The Balochistan Secretary o

formation, Hamza Shafgaal deserves to be

appreciated for playing a key role in ensuring the acquisition of scholarships
for students of Balochistan,

The provincial government needs to launch an awareness program for the
youth interested in Google's certification program. The youth of Balochistan
should be given a healing touch since they remained deprived of quality edu-
cation/skills and opportunities in all sectors.

EDITORIAL

Tuesday.April, 11,2023

The informal riddle

Pakistan  is  the
world’s 23rd largest
economy in terms of
GhDP‘ based on pur-
chasing power parit
PPP),FJ pgs c]ase?ﬁci
as a low-income devel-
oping economy. The
couniry is also ranked
poorly in most devel-
opment indicators sel
by the UNDP and
Waorld Bank.

Ower recent decades,
there has been no siz-
able improvement in
employment and
ggvgrw alleviation in

kistan. One of the
major reasons for this
is the massive chal-
lenge of the mformal
economy, whose prof-
its are undocumented
and untaxed. As per

global SCONOMmMIcs
feports for 2022, the
size of Pakistan’s

informal economy is
estimated to_ be 35.6
per cent which repre-
sents  approximately
$457 billion at
GDP-PPP levels.
Mast of the devel-
oped countries in the
world have below 10
per cent informal econ-
omy. The middle-
income counfries pre-
dominantly have this
ratio below 20 per cent
and the majority of
low-income "countries
have more than 30 per
cent of their economy

as informal economy,
Only a few countries in
the “world are ranked
below Pakistan in their
informal  economy
However, the gravity
of the situation can be
estimated from the fact
that as per some coun-
try reports by PIDE
economists, the ratio of
Pakistan _ informal
economy is not 35.6
per cent but its ratio is
more than 90 per cent,

Looking at its impact
on a policy level, the
transactions made in
the underground econ=
an&y g0 unreported,
and distort the accura-
cy of key economic
measurements.
nation’s GDP is calcu-
lated by totaling the
following four compo-
nents: personal spend-
ing, business spending,
government spending
and net exports.

None of these com-
ponents record transac-
tions that occur within
the underground eco-
nomic_system. This is
significant  because
these numbers. accu-
rate or not, are used to
sel government pol-
cies. Transactions in
the shadow economy
escape taxation, thus
keeping tax revenues
lower than they other-
wise would be. If the
tax base or tax compli-

ance 1s eroded, govern-
ments may respond by
raising ax rates
encouraging a further
flight into the shadow
economy that further
worsens the budget
constraints on the pub-
lic sector. ]
Now the constraint
in Pakistan is that 35.6
8:1 cent (or more than
0 per cent) of our
economy is not docu-
mented. It's not paying
taxes; its profits” are
more than the formal
economy. The people
owning  this under-
ground economy are
getting richer and the
counfry is growing
rer’ They are utiliz-
mg all resources with-
out paying for them.
They are using roads,
water. ridges,
schun]s, security, hos-
pitals, parks, electricity
and gas connections,
etc without contribut-
ing a penny of tax to
build or Tepair the
infrastructure of these
utilities, .
The larger groups in
this underground econ-
omy are; smugglers
cash dealers, real
estate agents, undocu-
mented sellers of pre-
cious metals, landlords
etc. The smaller play-
ers of it are: domesfic
workers, daily wage
carners,  agriculture

labour force, seasonal
workers, undocument-
ed cottage industry
workers, underage
labourers, illegal
migrants etc.
Therefore, on the one
Tand, for poor and une-
ducated people the
informal economy may
be a ray of hope as they
get employed where
others refuse to work
due to exploitative
work conditions and
low wages. On the
other hand, it traps
them in a vicious circle
of enslavement.
Several studies have
found strong evidence
that the intricacy of the
tax regime influences
the shadow economy.
Studies by IMF econo-
mists show that the
marginal increase in
income tax rate by one
percentage paint, ather
things being equal, the
shadow economy
grows by 1.4 perceni-
age points. A few stud-
ies empirically investi=
ate the relationship
etween  corruprion
and the shadow econo-
my and establish that
countnies with more
cormuption have rela-
tively large shadow
economies

To mainstream the
informal economy, the
avernment of
akistan should

emphasize legalizing
certain shadow econo-
my activities_ for
example by liberaliz-
ing the labour market

ence, reforms that
liberalize regulations
and make the economy
more competitive
reduce the incentives
for corruption, and
encourage firms to
move from the shadow
economy into the offi-
cial one.

Honest _and compe-
tent tax officers may
deputed for tracing and
mapping of major
informal sectors, real-
estate agents, builders,
cash dealers etc. The
focus of documenta-
tion of the economy
should be on strict
enforcement of a mini-
mum necessary set of
regulations, rather than
on increasing the num-
ber of regulations.

More frequent tax
audits, and heavier
penalties for tax eva-
sion may reduce the
size of the shadow
economy. Incentives
for taxpayers should
also be miroduced to
d:sunm%c cash hold-
ings. discounted
sales tax approach can
be followed for con-
sumers who make pay-
ments through ban
channels instead
cash payments.

Our domestic violence dilemma

Against the backdrop
of Pakistan’s chaotic
political climate  that
depicts the nation’s polit-
ical leaders playing a
game of musical chairs —
while exhibiting a sense
of misplaced bravado —
Pakistani women desper-
ately look for solutions to
i spike in
domestic violence cases

The police have divert-
ed ther focus towards
deﬂ\smg riots that break
out in defence of politi-
cians who routinely eir-
cumvent the law, making
it clear that addressing
gender-based cn 1
not their top prionty.

The lack of interest
displayed by the police in
registering  FIRs  of
domestic violence is a
reason

approaching them en
women  gather  the
strength to reach out to
the police, they are

turned away and instruct-
ed to reconcile with their
abusers. They are told
that the incident is a ‘per-
sonal matter’ and ‘heat-
ing’ is part and parcel of
marriage.

The pelice’s refusal to
register FIRs in domestic
violence cases highlights
the values of the patriar-
chal society we live in,
which places men in ven:
erable posts fo deal with
women's issues, which
they sweep under the
rug. In 2021, the Umted
Nations Office of Drugs
and Crime found that
only 10 per cent of
women in Pakistan

of

domestic abuse to law-
enforcement  agencies
These  figures may
deceivingly suggest that
th ncwd‘:neeo omestic
violence is  low in
Pakistan — but this is far
from true,

On March 7, 2023 the
National Commission on

Human _ Rights  of
Pakistan (NCHR), in col-
laboration  with UN

Women, launched a poli-
cy brief on domestic vio-
lence that concluded that
90 per cent of women in
Pakistan have reported
being victims of domes-
tic abuse at least once in
their hifeume, Durning the
meeting, Minister for
Climate Change Senator
Sherry Rehman referred
to this as an “urgent mat-
” and said that this
data was just the tip of
the iceberg. She high-
lighted that “while 90 per
cent of women claim to
have faced some form of
domestic violence or the
other, 50 per cent da not
report it at all due to the
social and cultural barri-

ers.

The NCHR brief also
highlighted that domestic
violence greatly

increased during the
Covid-19  lockdowns
with as many as
10,000-11,000 cases
recorded Aurat

Foundation, SSDO and
NAI

Coupled with  this,
socio-economic barmers
also  create  hurdles
between women and
their joumney to justice.
The fear of being cut-off

women from separating
from their abusers (UN
Women, 2019)
Additionally, the stigma
attached to being a
divorced woman in
Pakistan makes women
vulnerable to being ostra-
cized by saciety, includ-
ing experiencing_ social
isolation by families and
friends. In many cases,
thiey Tave I At hys-
ical, emotional andF ver-
bal abuse from their fam-
ilies.

Not all is bleak
though

Pakistan  guarantees
women protection

against domestic vie-
lence mcluding mental,
physical and sexual
abuse through legislation
specifically tailored to
lomestic violence. The
Punjab  Protection of
Women of Violence Act
was passed in 2016 but
was neither notified nor
implemented across the
province for six years —
tll 2022, Sin and
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
have simi i
in  force.  The
Eruw‘nucx‘_unhku Punjab,
ave crucially criminal-
ized domestic violence.
Despite the law being
enacted in Sindh six
years ago, only two cases
have been prosecuted
under it so far These acts
also highlight that the
state is responsible for
creating awareness
among vulnerable groups
and other stakeholders
such as the police and the
Judiciary about domestic
violence and how to

existence of the law,
.“‘”’J“" stakeholders
including the police and
Judiciary have not been
educated or trained to
tackle these matters,

The existing sections
of the Pakistan Penal
Code including Sections
352, 354, 358 and 509
criminalize using physi-
cal force on and violafing
the modesty of a woman.
Yet, despite the Penal
Code criminalizing vio-
lence and despite a sec-
ond layer of protection
being offered to women
through the domestic
violence acts, there is a
severe lack of implemen-
tation of the laws, and
domestic violence
remains widely rampant.
It is clear that simply
enacpn% legislation to
criminalize domestic vio-
lence is not enough.
Without proper imple-
mentation and training
that surround the law, the
legislation is completely
fruitless

The failure to provide

rotection to women has
ed 1o a need for commu-
nity-led initiatives. One
such organization that
helps victims of domestic

violence is  ‘She-her
Foundation.” It is a
Lahore-based,  public-

interest litigation firm
that extends pro-bono
legal services io under-
privileged women and
minonties who are at the
receiving end of domes-
tic violence and are
unaware of the laws that
exist to protect them

In a documentary for

By Eman Omar
‘Domestic  Violence:

Why will the police not
register an FIR?", the
_EO

She-Her
Foundation, ~Aaminah
Qadir, highlights the
types of ggme&hc vio-
lence that is prevalent in
households; forced abor-

tions, physical and sexu-
al abuse, etc. This wio-
lence 1s not perpetuated
only by their intimate
riners but also from
amily members such as
parents or in-laws.
She-her advocates that
to achieve public safety,
the state and civil society
must join forces to intro-
duce reforms within the

public  sector.  This
includes hiring female
officers 10 register

domestic violence cases
and sensitizing them to
register offences - even
between spouses. Such
steps will empower vic-
tims to be more forth-
coming in_ reporting
injustices and are critical
to ensuring that women
are provided protection
through the criminal jus-
tice system

Pakistan's  domestic
violence dilemma is far
from resalved. In 2020,
efforts were placed to
pass an act to provide
protections to victims of
domestic  violence in
Islamabad. The bill was
met with extreme resist-
ance from the Council of
Islamic Ideology that
deemed it to be un-
Islamic. Objections were
rmised and it was said that
the religion allows a
waoman to be lightly beat-
en

Governance failure
and inflation

he  famed
American
artist,  The
Notorious

exclaimed that "the more
money We COme across,
the more problems we
see" This also resonates
with how the government
has been managing the
country's finances — by
perpetually  borrowing
more monéy:

Successive  govern-
ments and central bank
zovernors have spectacu-
arly failed in taming
inflation over the last
three decades Lack of

coordinated fiscal and
maoneta licy respons-
es, coupled with the com-

plete inability of the cen-
tral bank to keep inflation
within target range has
led to a scenario where
the country is on the
verge of a hyperinflation-

o e

Inflation for March
2023 clocked in at 35 per
cent, which is amongst
highest ever levels.For
the more vulnerable seg-
ments, inflation is close
to_50 per cent, as food
prices spiral out of con-
trol A lazy excuse of pol-
icymakers both on the fis-
cal and monetary side is
blaming a commodity
super cycle for any price
increases, co
pletely ignoring the cata-
strophic decisions that
fueled inflation, some of
which include incessant
obsession with disrupting
supply chains (thereby
leading to shortages) —
and by rackmﬁalgp ebt to
bridge fiscal deficits that

ernance and inal
expand the taxation net

e fax authority cele-
brates . some  recor
growth in tax collections,
while 5 h
remains  considerably
lower than inflation.As
tax collection can't even
keep pace with inflafion,
the deficit is only bound
to increase fuither —
which means the state is
gqmg to borrow more to
_ndge the ever-increas-
m% eficit. z

he evolution of infla-
tion during the last few
quarters can be tracy
back to the surge in com-
muglzlywpnces gluhuﬂ]r
which led to a completely
ahsurd decision to subsi-
dize fuel prices, effective-
Iy encouraging consump-
tion when prices are
increasing .

Preciois fareign
exchange reserves were
spent without taking into
consideration sStrong sig-
nals indicating a global
monetary  contraction,
which would not just
increase the cost of fund-
ing for Pakistan but also

nake access to debt more
difficult. Since we aren't
the type of people who
learn from mistakes, we
doubled down on main-
taining an overvalued Pak
rupee, and wasting more
precious oreign
exchange reserves 1o
maintain an arbitraril
low value of the Pal
rupee against the US dol-
lar. "

As foreign exchange
reserves dropped signifi-
cantly, the policymakers
trying to outdo their earli-

vers started rationing for-
eign exchange reserves,
thereby restricting avail-
ability of the same for
import of raw material or
intermediate goods, etc

is had a snowhall
effect as that disrupted
supply_chains acioss el
indusiries

As industries  lost
access to imports, they
started reducing produc-
tion and eventually shut-
ting down, resulting in an
increase_in_unemploy-
ment, The inability to
import animal feed, or
seeds, or other critical
quu:s led to a cascading
effect on the food supply
chain. Even though the
global commadity surze
cooled down, disruption
of the local supply chain
resulted in shortages,
which fueled inflation.

jone of this can be
deemed as a surprise.
Instead of fixing supply
chains, the government
further reallocates capital
towards subsidized
and handouts, further
leading to depravity and
more recently loss of
human life due to ill-
planned, and often selfish
MANEUVers. :

Our policymakers still
do not seem to have any
plan. The State Bank con-
tnues to primt more
money 1o throw at the
problem, without realiz-
ing that primm]g more
money does not fix sup-
ply chains. Managers of
the fiscal policy refuse to
expand the tax net, and
continue  to  further
squeeze the already
taxed, resulting in the

reported  incidents economically deters  tackle it. Despite the BBC Urdu titled are a function of bad gov-  ef not-so-smart maneu-  emergence
Time to unite A chronic state of
By Dr Farrukh Saleem l'
Human history  mill in 1947, now we er to support econom-  Political conflicts  extensive devastation po lcy errors
Igears \;nnesa to the h@lw Irs. WE."adw‘f“lf ic growth ﬂl!t's‘t!g]l !m'ye des(royﬁg the jl‘m“ W[!dl]d W}“ IE1 By Dr Khagan Hassan Najeeb
act that countries oil refinery in . entrepreneurship, infrastructure, disrupt- apan's industrial an . . . i )
thrive when their citi- now we have five. In  innovation and irwes]:;- ed . caused a sxpg- m?rastruclure capaci- “v?,':',“ﬁn; g: ﬁ;“i;“;ﬁi:,f*',ff"ﬁ,ﬂ“;{‘? l}‘,&;ﬂ’f’m,ﬁgv;ﬁe"*ﬁ, ;l
zens work in harmony  the 705, we built ment, nificant decline o1l ties were _severely o ihocking. ‘it eFcinis el ol 16 by Goiberts
towards a common Tarbela, the largest Human history also  production plus sky- damaged with major price  hikes, reducing  quasi-fiscal design that we promote
goal,  Collaboration fi;?&ﬁﬁea dam in the bears witness fo the rocketing inflation. cities In ruins because staggering losses Pakistan since unproductive investment

and solidarity are key
ingredients to achiev-
ing success and pros-
Rgmy Throughout
istory, we have seen
numerous examples of
countries achievin,
great things rhrougﬁ
umity and cooperation
Here are a few notable
instances
Pakistan: At the
time of independence
fac

Pakistan :
extreme economic and
sacial challenges. The

new nation had no
industries or infra-
structure, and our

agriculture sector was
underdeveloped. But
we were united. In the

1960s, the Green
Revolution trans-
formed Pakistan’s

agriculture. In  the
mid-1960s began the
‘Golden Decade of
Industrialization’. We
had two cement plants
in 1947, now we have
24. We had three rex-
tile mills in_1947, now

¢ have 650. We did
not have any cycle
manufacturing plant in

1947, now we have
Sohrab, PECO and
Eagle. We did not
have any car assem-
bler in 1947, now we
have Toyota, Honda,
Suzuki, Renault,

Nissan, Proton, Kia,
MG and Hyundai. We
did not have any paper

Rwanda: In the
aftermath  of  the
Rwandan Genocide, in
which some 500,000
died, the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuld their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other Rwanda is
now one of the fastest-

rOWing economies in

AEicawith an dvecage
annual growth rate of
an)undE eroent.

Japan- The Japanese
economy suffered
extensive devastation
during World War II.
Japan's industrial and
infrastructure capaci-
ties were severely
damaged with major
cities in ruins because
of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled
econoty. The unity of
Japan's’ citizens "has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country's remark-
able post-war recov-

ery.
Ghana: After inde-
endence 1957,
Ghana_faced pollucai

&

fact that when a coun-
try is divided it will
face a range of chal-

lenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic instability.

Here are some exam-
Rlcs of countries that
ave experienced di
sions and the conse-
quences that have fol-

lowed:

Traq: Traq has been
plagued by politic
instability the
fall  of _ Saddam
Hussein in 2003. The
countr has  been
marred by violence
and conflict, including

the rise of the Islamic

Lebanon: Lebanon
has a tumultuous his-
tory of political divi-
sions, with sectarian-
ism playing a major
role in ‘the country’s
politics. These politi-
cal divisions have
resulted in periods of
civil war,  political
paralysis, and eco-
nomic collapse.

Yugoslavia: The
olitical divisions_in
(ugoslavia played a
significant role in the

instability, e
crisis and widespread
poverty. In the 80s. the
citizens  of hana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote slablht{‘
Citizens came togeth-

A n;
to the country’s evenaz
tual collapse.”
Syria: The political
divisions in Syria have
had a devastating
impact on the coun-
try's economy,

enezuela:
Venezuela boasts
some of the world’s
largest oil reserves,
However,  political
polarization has led to
a severe economic Cr-
sis_marked by hyper-
inflation, widespread
food shortages, and a
significant reduction
in oil production.

‘emen: Political
divisions have led to
food and fuel short-
ages, high inflation
and limited access to
healthcare and educa-

_ Pakistan possesses a
rich array_of natural,
human. " intellectual
cultural, technologjcal
an historical
resources. With a hi

tory of past achieve-

ments, we have the
otential 1o succeed
nited we  stand,
divided we fall
Rwanda: In the
aftermath_ of  the

Rwandan Genocide, in
which some _500&500
died. the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other, Rwanda is
now one of the fastest-
prowing economies in
frica with an average
annual growth rate of
around _Fewenl.
Japan: The Japanese
economy suffered

of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled
economy. The umty of
Japan’s” citizens has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country’s remark-
able post-war recov-

i

Ghana: After inde-
?undunnc in 1957,
ihana faced pol
instability, economic
crisis and widespread
poverty. [n the 80s. the
citizens  of Ghana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote stability.
Citizens came togeth-
¢r to support econom-
ic growth through
entrepreneurship,
innovation and invest-
ment. Human  history
also bears witness to
the fact that when a
country is divided it
will face a range of
challenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic instability.
Here are some exam-
les of countries that
have experienced di
sions and the conse-
{]uences that have fol-
0

wed: .

The writer is a
colummist  based in
Islamabad, He tweets
(@saleemfarrukh and
can be reached at; far-
rukh15@hotmail.com

inequality, volatile mar-
kets and oligarchic poli-
tics. The country faces
intractable inefficiencies
in almost all sectors
including energy, agricul-
tre, finance, education,
and health esc are
complex  problems  ta
solve. They require seri-
ous effort’ to break the
mould of  consistently
pursuing  ill-conceived
policies.

Truth be told, Pakistan
has_adhered 1o endless
policy errors in critical
areas with consistency
and across successive
overnments. My sense is
at the most concerning
policy _error has been

wding an inefficient
public sector and shying
away from privatization.
This has led to Pakistan
having 212 state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) oper-
ating in all key sectors of

& ecanomy The public-
sector footprint In the
commercial arena is quite
astonishing with 85 SOEs
spanning power; oil and
gas; infrastructure trans-

ning
and engineering, finance,
industrial estate develoy

ment, d  wholesal

2015 has virtually fol-
lowed a policy not to pri-
vatize,

We continue to run
sizeable fiscal deficits —
almost as an intended
decision. The period
since FYO0S8 is interesting
to,consider as it coincides
with a democratic transi-
tion and two programmes
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF}).
From FY2008 to FY2022
the country clocked a
near 7.0 per cent fiscal
deficit on average barring
the period when the coun-
try actively adhered to an
IMF  supported pro-
gramme between FY2014
and FY2017 when the
deficit averaged near 5.0

per cent.

Sadly, within the fiscal
framework, another con-
sistent policy has been a
reliance on indirect taxa-
tion rather than increas-
ing the share of direct tax-
ation. Tax collection from
indirect taxes, whose
incidence is higher on the
poor and middle-income

roups, accounts for more
an 70 per cent of all col-
lection, once we include
withholding taxes levied
in the sales tax mode. Itis
ble that two-third

retail and marketing sec-
tors, The story comtinues
with 44 non-commercial
SOEs (Section 42) and
further 83 subsidiaries of
the commercial SOEs,

In my view privatiza-
tion, l:sgmiaﬂy of energy-
sector SOEs, can make a

of the tax collected in the
last decade is in the form
of indirect, regressive
iaxes.

There is an amazing
persistence in our policy
and political decisions to
shy away from adequate-
Iy taxing agriculture

in real estate by repeated-
ly  giving al-estate
amnesties creating per-
verse incentives; making
investment in real estate
lucrative by requiring less
documentation, and elim-
inating capital gains wi
a five-year holding peri-
od. With such Eﬂ" icies we
provide an enabling envi-
ronment for a grey econo-
my and avenues for stash-
ing of illicit th, rather
than encoura;
1o a cashless digi
omy, where we can track
and audit financial trans-
actions. Time after time
we have missed the
opportunity to change
course and move to pro-
gressive taxation
Moreover, on  the
expenditure side in the
budget we continue with
misguided policies of
unfunded  pensions,
untargeted subsidies, and
a non-result-hased frame-
work of development
spending, We continue 0
err in making less optimal
economic policy choices.
Successive ~ govern-
ments promote a poli
of  creatin, arowt]
through fiscal and mone-
tary stimuli and borrow
capital to fund large-scale
capital expenditures. This
fuels consumption and
pushes higher imports,
entangling the country in
a perpetual cycle of bal-
ance of payments crisis
and taking  Pakistan
repeatedly to the doors of
the IMF.
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Remittances in March : :
surge to $2.5bn,
highest in 7 months

ISLAMABAD In
March, remiltances sent
by overseas Pakistanis
reached a seven-month
high of $2.5 billion. The
imerease 1n inflow was
attributed to_ Ramadan

Eid ul Fitr, which
occurred carhc-r this vear
oomglsared to last year.

State  Bank of
Pakistan's data showed a
27% increase compared
ta February but an 11%
decrcaal: cowar\:d to
March 2 e use of
Iega] Lhannel by non-
resident Pakistanis to
send funds to their fami-
lies was a contributing
factor to the high inflow,

Two major
hydropower projects
receive funds

ISLAMABAD:

Two
major hydropower proj-
ects have received funds,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Mondsy )

While Pakistan's ener-
ﬁ\y sector is highl

ependent on fossil
imports and
exchange reserve £
always een an issue for
the country, two dev
menlsl
Iy encouraging in the
green and  sustainable
energy sectors of the
country

First, the Saudi Fund
for Development (SFD)
has 5‘?"“‘ 2 155240 mil-
lion foan agreement to
support
Mohmand \f }JJ s
Dasm Pr‘gm (MMDF}.

the Executive

uel

Pakistan’s

Lmnomlr.
cil (ECNEC)
PaL.stan hasa roved lhe

a  Power
Project
at a cost of
.2 trillion
Chinese hydropower
companies are already
engaged in the construc-
tion of these two major
hydropower projects in
Pakistan, helping the
country  overcome its
energy_ crises with low
cost, green, and sustain-
able ENETEY.
Gezhouba

China

rating pictures of Exhibi
Celebrations of the 1973 Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

as the gap between rates
in the interbank and open
market narrowed
Samiullah Tarig, head
of research at Pakistan-
Kuwait Investment
Company, viewed the
lnm.asc as 3 “good
men,” and stated that the
d\ﬂefsm:e between the
kerb and_interbank rates
was minimal. Historical
trends indicate that remit-
tances from overseas
Pakistanis increase before

Eid festivals every year.
10
Finance predicts that

remittances will continue
to improve due to posi-
tive  seasonal and

» Company (CGGC)
m n.l us oonslmmm the
Mohm Dam__while
iner (hma mnaJy m!h

ontie
Urgamsauon (FWD \s
constructing _the M
Dam

DP will enhm\oe

water and food s ty,
and improve the \mng
standard of for the people
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), where almost 80%
of the ?opu[nnun resides
in rural areas, boosting
the region’s socioeco-
nomic development by
creating  employment
apportunities and reduc-
ing poverty

y using renewable

i et $00 m

uf e]ea:[nc\t" product
\:(mq mmnhuun;, m
Pakistan’s energy securi-

cn

In addition, the storage

of 1.6 million m3 o!‘
water will L su) pof[ SUs-
tainahle a tural prac-
tices, enable |rr|ganon of
6,773 hectares of new
land, and increase the
total_cropping area from

hectares 1o 9,227
hectares in the province,
fa agncu\lumf

approved Rs’
1.24 trillion against the
al estimates of Rs.

nnlAqseva Rajn Pervez Ashrafinang

in-connect

Food security
situation in 91
countries is better
than Pakistan:
ICCI

ISLAMABAD:
Former President of
Islamabad Chamber of

).
sheed Butt on Monday
said half of the popula-
tion of the country with
the world's Targesi canal
system is suffering from

food  insecurity and
undernourishment
He said that rising

inflation, unemployment
and poverty are increas-
|r%§ starvation, which is

fecting women and
children more than men.
The food security situa-
tion in 91 countries of the
world is better than
Pakistan, many of which
are not agricultural coun-
tries, he added.

Shahid Rasheed Butt
said in a statement issued
here today that the nutri-
tional needs of half of the
population of the country
are not being met,

The reasons for the
collapse of agriculture in
Pakistan include govern-
ment neglect of the sec-
tor, low production, poor
?ua]lt)' seeds. expensive

rtilizers, spurious pesti-
cides and non-availability
of loans, Last year crops
were damaged by lloods
and now the country is
facing a shortfall of 27
percent in availability of
waler for the kharif sea-

He said that the kharif
crop season s from Apri

eptember, in which
cofton, sugarcane, rice,
maize and mash are culti-
vated, which will be
affected by the lack of

water X
Shahid Rashid Butt
said that the per hectare
roduction of wheat in
akistan is three toms,
which is ten tons in New
Zealand. I Pakistan can
produce six tons of wheat

er hectare like Egypt
gnd. Saudi Arabia, g‘ffe
farmers will be prosper-
ous, wheat will not have
to be 1mﬁulled and for-
el ange of seven
ion dollars can be
earned by exporting it.

He_informed that in
view of th rtance
food security, dozens of
countries use their army
10 improve and supervise
the agriculture sector,

He said that nsing
inflation, unemployment
and poverty are fhc st
n;% starvation, which i

ecting  women and
children more than men.

The food security situa-
tion in 91 countries of the
world is better than
Pakistan, many of which
are not agricultural coun-
tries, he added.

Shahid Rasheed Butt
said in a statement issus
here today that the nutri-
tional needs of half of the

The reasons for the
collapse of agnculture in
Pakistan include govern-
ment neglect of the sec-
tor, low production, poor

uality seeds, expensive
mlwzem spurious pesti-
cides and non-availability
of loans, Last year crops
were damay by floods
and now the country is
facing a shortfall of 2
percent in availability of
umar for the kharif sea-

He said that the kharif

ogsaasm is from Ap ril
1o September, n ch
cotton,  Sugar ncc
maize and mash are cul
vated, which will
affected by the lack of
water. Shahid Rashid
Butt said that the per
hectare production ~ of
wheat in Pakistan is three
tons, which is ten tons in
New Zealand It

b

ety e
ﬁm 1%"]

Ramadan factors.

cumulalwe inflow o
remittances during _the
first nine months of the

fiscal year 2022-23 was
$20.5 “billion, resent-
ing a 10 80 decrease

compared 1o the same
period last vear.
Despite "the decline,
have widely
burpa\sstd the Pak:smn
Bureau of Statisi
deficit data llm mc h,
increasing the possibility
of a current account sur-
plus. It should be noted
that the SBP’s INP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister

of Pakistan at parliament house.

&
&

LAHORE: The Lahore
High Court has directed the
federal government to sub-
mit the complete Toshakhana
record an:i I‘)g'i uizgmd i

: 5 A two-judge bench, heade
ﬂ‘g’?m“;f.:‘;:ﬂ;:;‘;';_ i o Ea Shad ilal
nent of the project. assan, heard the fe

DBDP wmch is | government’s s peal Lhal—
ex| mpleted | lenging a ahore High
Court’s single-] hem:h order to
make the details of the
Toshakhana public

The court also issued
notices to all parties con-
cerned for April 17

The government’s lawyer
told the court that the LHC
smﬁ]c bench had ordered to

¢ public the record of
doner  countries
Toshakhana,

The go\,emme'n[ made the
record  of gifts  of
Toshakhana pubhc Mirza

933.6 billion, owing to
currency depreciation for
the 4,500 MW Diamer
Basha Dam  Project
POWERCHINA and

source o
revealed. it m\ghl
eign relations

Qureshi observed

ore
Lawyer Azhar

the recor

in
billion every year
was made public

will imigate”1.2 rmlluon
acres of Tand

‘WAPDA is implement-
ing a multi-pronged strat-
egy for unprecedent
hydropower and water

will be

5

The Government plans o the
to uplift its existing 30%
of low-cost hydro elec-
tricity to at least 50% in
the National Grid
Second, the Executive

gifts from 1990 to
Late last month,

- - -
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses a
['mwcntmn to mark to Golden Jubilee of 1973 Constitution of the Islamic

LHC orders federal govt
to submit complete

Toshakhana record
from 1947 to 2001

Nasr said, claimin

ustice Muhammad Raza

will only go further from

said the government was lic
being trapped, which is why
d of Toshakhana

Justice S| dh|d ‘Bilal Hasan
noted that all the big guns

now.“The government of the
people is for the people.” he
added A single bench had in
late March ordered to make
public the details of the state

had ordered the federal gov-
ernment to publicize

Over 4.6m
free flour bags
distributed in

Multan division

tre’:‘ ll{rl;\l:\ f?‘a 05 g;\(.aer b::n t‘i“lii[l]:ﬂl

uted across the division and the
processl is heading forward

v
This was disclosed in a meeting
cha-re Commissioner Multan
ivi “ngineer Aamir Khattak

0 re lhe g‘crl‘umaﬂw of dif-
ferent d|s:r|cLs ere on Monday

ommissioner Aamir Khattak
directed the officers concemed to
expedite the process of raids to
discourage artificial shortage and
inflation. The district admmlstmf
tion in collaboration with the fc
Authority_should Iaum.h a crack-
down against mafias.

nly the price control magis-
trate can conduct a field inspec-
tion. The meeting, however,
expressed satisfaction about the
ovemlH situation across the divi-
sion

Robber injured,
arrested after

encounter
if the complete records of KASUR:  The police have
gifts was Toshakhana from 1990 to | amested an injured robber after an
afﬁm for- 2001 lleged police cncoumur in Kasur

Dunngl]ehcﬂrmp,kluslma on Monday, police official told
i

Asim Hafeez remarked that | media
nehing o be et aden | RSN P, 3 i
no gift can be retamed with-
two robbers. had stolen a loader

out payment, while instruct- | rickshow, ‘and cash from a laborer
ing all records be made pub- | 5t Dipalpur Road mear Sadar
Police Station in Kasur.

A Police party rushed to follow
the criminals, as the bandits saw
the police party they started firing

the issue

Siddique

The counsel representing
the federal government
expressed his intention to

file an appeal agamst this | directly on pofice. The police also
decision []:| this, [he court | retaliaied in which one outlaw was
held accountable sald n was their i shot injured Police arrested the

ch 12, injured robber, while the other
managed to escape

The_injured robber has been
identified as Adeel. A stolen
motorcyele and a rickshaw were

tl e federal
%‘ovcmmcn[ had publicized

¢ Toshakhana record of the
last 21 Eears on the orders of

the high court also been recovered from him
2001 ‘The records from 2002 to The police slnl‘led the arrested
the LHC 2023 were uploaded on the | jobher fo the hospital for medical
website of Cabinet | gssistance while r(her investiga-
the Division.INP ion is under way.INP

Committee  af  the
Vauonal normc
Can

Early hearing of
Toshakhana case:
Imran summoned

in-person on Today

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad additional sessions
fudge has summoned former prime minister Tmran
Chan in person in the criming gmceedmgs into the
Toshakhana at the request of the election commis-
sion
A 'summons has been issued to Imran Khan at the
request of the ECP for an early hearing into the
Toshakhana case.

In the summons issued by Additional Sessions
Judge Zafar Igbal, the former prime minister has
been directed to appear before the court at 8 30am
on April |

In case of non-appearance, legal action will be
taken

The investigating officer was also ordered to pro-
duce the complete case record in court. A summons
\ms been issued to Imran Khan at the request of the

P for an early hearing into the Toshakhana case.

In the summens issued y Additional Sessions
Judge Zafar Iqbal, the former prime minister has
been directed to appear before the court at 8:30am
on April 11 In case af non-appearance, legal action
will be taken According to the summons, in case of
not complying with the notice, the staff concerned
will have fo appear in court | INP

)
Pakus(an hasa pnoved lh:
Diamer Basha Puwx:r
Generation Projec
(DBPGP) at a cost af
over Rs. 1.2 trillion
Chinese l\ydmrower
companies are already
engaged in the construc-
tion of these two major
hydropower projects
Pakastan, helping  the
country overcome  its
energy crises with low-
cost, green |

with Golden Jubilee

I
ltl(.‘T COURT/KACHEHRY

AT D!
SHARA-E-IQBAL ETTA
SUIT NO.03-2023|
Zarai Targiati Bank Limited through its Manager.
Kohlu Branc
Plaintiff
Versus
Palya khan Son of Kareem B
Rio Malikzai Oryani Dlslnck ka\llu
Defendant
SUIT FOR RECQVERY OF RS;1275138/- ALONG-WITH
COST OF FUND U/S 8 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES ORDINANCE 2001).

Notice to: The above noted defendant
WHEREAS the plaintiff has insnnuted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the|
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 1275138/~ balance of principal
& interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be abtained from this court, on
or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty )days, from the|
service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appear-|
ance 1o be entered for you. In the defult whereof the plaintff will be entitled ar any time|
after expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint. Leave
to appear may be obtain on an application to the court supported by an affidavit or dec-|
laration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or i e if, it reasonable|
that I{/OU should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 15-05-2023,
EN under my hand and seal of the wun this 10th day of April, 2023

{SAIFULLAH KHAN)
REGISTRAR
Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
AT DIST [ COURT/KACHEHRY
SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

Zarai Targiati Bank Limited through its Manager,
Kohlu B:?mch N b

SUIT NO.02-2023]

Plaintiff

Versus
Abdul Aziz Son of Muhammad Jan
Rio kotey Sheher District kohlu.
Defendant

Netice to The above noted defendant

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the|
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: - balance of principal &
interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be abtained from this court, on or,
hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty)days, from th\. serv-|
ice hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance|
to be entered for you. In the defult whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to abtain decree as prayed in the plaint. Leave tof
appear may be obtain on an application to the court suppuned by an affidavit or decla-
ration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or .. if, it reasonable that
vou should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date theanng is 15-05-2023.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 10th day of April, 2025

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
REGISTRAR
Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

]
AT DISTRICT COURTF[\ACHEHRY
SHARA-E-TOBAL QUETTA

Zarai Tamlatl Bank Limited through its Manager,

SUIT NO.06-2023

Kohlu Brancl
Plaintiff
Versus,
Atta Muhammad Son of Nodin
R/o Killi Nodin Garsani Tehsil kohlu District kohlu.
Defendant
ITF ECOVI F RS;714379/-AL( -WITH

COST OF FUND U/S 8 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
{RECOVERY OF FINANCES ORDINANCE 2001).

Notice to: The above noted defendant,

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 714379/ balance of principal &
interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be abtained from this court, on or,|
hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thiry)days, from the serv-|
ice hereof 1o appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance
to be entered for you, In the defult whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any ime after|
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obiain decree as prayed in the plaint Leave to|
appear may be obtain on an application to the court supported by an affidavit or decla-
ration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that
you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 15-05-20:

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 10th day anpnI. 2023,

(SATFULLAH KHAN)
REGISTRAR
Banking Court Balochistan Quetta
. BANKING COURT
AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY
SHARA-E-IQOBAL QUETTA

Zarai Tarqiati Bank Limited through its Manager,
Kohlu Branch

BEFORE THE JUDG

SUIT NQ.05-2023

Plaintiff
Versus
Arz Muhammad Son of Paind khan
Rfo Malikzai District kohlu
Defendant

COST OF FUND U/S 8 OF THE
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES ORDINANCE 2001),

Notics to: The above noted defendant
WHEREAS the plaintifl has instituted a suit against you under section 9(3) of the|
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 1586073/~ balance of principal)
& interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be abtained from this court, on
or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty Jdays, from the|
service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appear-
ance to be entered for you. In the defull whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any tme
after expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to abtain decree as prayed in the plaint. Leave|
to appear may be obtain on an application to the court supported by an affidavit or dec-|
laration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable
mat ou should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of hearing is 15-05-2023.
/EN under my hand and seal of the court, this 10th day of April, 2023

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
REGISTRAR
Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

N T
AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY
SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
SUIT NO.04-2023
Zarai Tarqiati Bank Limited through its Manager,
Kohlu Branch.

Plaintiff
Versus
Suhrab khan Son of Nihalan
R/o Thamboo kotey Sheher Districk kohlu.
Defendant
SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS:601456/- ALONG-WITH

COST OF FUND U/S 8 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
RECOVERY OF FINANCES ORDINANCE 2001).
Notice to: The above noted defendant,

'WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the|
Banking Cumpames Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 601456/- balance of principal &
interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be abtained from this court, on or,
hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirtyJdays, from the serv-
ice hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance
to be entered for you. In the defult w-hereoflhe plantiff will be enntled at any nme after|
expiration of such 30 (thiry} days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint. Leave 10|
appear may be obtain o an application to the court supported by an affidavit or decla-
ration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or i.e_ if, it reasonnble that|
you should be allowed to appear in the suit Date of hearing is 15-05-20:

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 10th day el‘ApnI, 2023

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
IISTRAR
Banking Court Balochistan Quetta

Published by Asim khan af C-7 Kabir Bullding Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mondo Khail Plaza Mission Road

Quetfa.
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UN recognizes Pakistan’s Indus delta
for global convention

ISLAMABAD: The shrinking delta of the Mighty River Indus of Pakistan has emerged on the United Nations
(UN) radar after it accepted to create a global convention on all deltas of the world to ensure its protection against  an
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Action (CAPA) Bennington College; Vietnam National University. Hanoi, Vietnam and Center for Environment
i Sustainable Livelihood Projects (CESLP), among others hosted a side event at the UN Water conference

rismg climate change impacts casting senous impact on its nature and habitat. . ) titled “Integrative Highland to Ocean (H20) Action for Disappearing Deltas: Towards a UN Convention on
he development occurred after a strong intemational civil society nexus of experts, academicians, policymak-  Conserving River Deltas X X X . .
ers and stakeholders unanimously raised their voices for an international UN Convention for the Conservation Former Senator and federal minister for information and broadeasting and Chairman World Environment

Forum, a civil society organization working to protect water resources and the environment participated virtual-
\X to represent Pakistan in the sideline event whereas Freeman Elohor Oluowo of ACCARD and Professor Dr
sim Zig, Director, Institute for Environmental Diplomacy, Vermont physically participated i the session.

The global convention would help in 2 the UN 1l Guﬂ\séSDGs to be achieved
by 20]% namely 8DG-6 demanding “Clean Water”, SDG-13 “Climate Action”, and SDG-14 “Conserving and
sustainably using the oceans, seas and marine resources”

The announcement came after the successful campaign of the above-mentioned coalition of non-governmental
and civil society organizations who started the drive for a global convention of UN to protect deltas INP

PM hails democracy on
golden jubilee of 1973
Constitution

ISLAMABAD: On the occasion of the comple-
tion of 50 years of the Constitution of Pakistan,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has said that today is
the most important day for democracy as the consti=
tution has kept united all federating units of the
country

The ;‘)rime minister was speaking at National
Assembly on Monday which was marking golden
jubilee of the Constitution of Pakistan. He present-
ed a special resolution in this regard. R

PM Shehbaz said: “Today is the most important
day_for democracy Our political veterans have
established the supremacy of the constitution and
rule of law and justice in the country.”

He said despite facing onslaughts by several
despotic regimes in the past, our constitution is still
intact.

The prime minister observed that the 1973
Constitution kept united all the federating units of
the country.

Earlier, in his special message on the completion
of 50 years of the Constitution of Pakistan, he con-
gratulated the nation and paid homage to all leaders,

River Delta (UN-CCRD) on the sequel of its UN Human Rights Declaration, UN Geneva Pact and many others
to ensure that all the major deltas u?thc waorld were dying due to adverse impacts of climate change and environ-
mental degradation namely sea intrusion, sea level rise, droughts, depleting water flows, shrinking creeks and oth-
ers, the state news agency reported.

The African Centre for Climate Actions and Rural Development Initiative (ACCARD) in collaboration with
Nigena's Bayelsa State Government, the Institute for Environmental Diplomacy and Security at the University
ofs\‘iemmm. the Consortium for Capacity Building at the University of Colorado, Transboundary Water In-
Cooperation Network (TWIN), Water Environment Forum-Pakistan, Center for the Advancement of Public

by making country independent and making the
lives of the people easier.

said we pay tribute to all those revered per-
sonalities who augmented the dignity and sanctity
of the Constitution 1n fifty years and contributed to
its strengthening,

Shehbaz said thel973 Constitution of Pakistan is
essence of the vision of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, Allama Igbal and Founders of Pakistan
From 10 April 1973 to 10 April 2023, the
Constitution of Pakistan held the nation together.

¢ prime minister said the constitution is an
agreed civil agreement of all nations 1g in
Pakistan and also is mother of all state institutions.

He said Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was architect of the
constitution, who sacrificed his life for it. He also
Bnid special tribute to Sheheed Benazir Bhutto and

ML-N Quaid Muhammad Nawaz Sharif who
played a historic role for uplifting, protecting and
promoting the constitution. N
_ Meanwhile, in his tweet, the prime minister paid
rich tribute to the framers of the 1973 Constitution
for their political foresight.

y .

QUETTA: Relative crying in hospital after blast at Qandhari Bazar on Shahrah-e-Igbal.

gl Govt working to

provide foolproof . .
seeurity toNZ | provide relief to
cricket team
poor people,
Senate told

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment on Monday has_decided to ﬁruf
vide foolproof security to the New
Zealand cricket team during its visit to

Pakaistan.

(1152:,,{:;‘;:;(2‘;‘];:::“;“:;; r,,”g‘:,ﬂ ISLAMABAD. Minister for  three bills )

for the security of Kiwis. Poverty Alleviation and Social These included: National
Tl proval was sought through | Safety” Shazia Marri has said  Disaster Management

that the government is working

Amendment Bill, 2022, Export
to provide relief to the poor peo- il

the circulation of the summary from
F ¢ Processing Zomes Authority

deral Cabinet,

Earlier, Punjab, Sindh governments, | ple. Amendment Bill and Pakistan
and Islamabad administration had | * Speaking in the Senate on Environmental Protection
requested federal government for the | Monday, she said the govern- Amendment Bill,
deployment of security to guard ihe | ment has given four hundred he Anti-Rape Investigation
T e b and four billion rupees for and Trial Amendment Bill and

According o the board officials the | Benazir  Income  Support  the Criminal Laws Amendment
New Zealand cricket team is sched. | Program Bill were laid before the House

today. The chair referred the
bills to the standing committees
concerned.

At the outset, the House
offered fateha for the security

Shazia Marri opposed the res-
olution on the Federal Ehsaas
Rashan Riayat Program saying
the previous government did not
make any hudge«am allocations

uled to tour Pakistan from April 11 to
a;

May 8,
ﬁ‘\L‘ Kiwis will play five ODIs and
five T20' matches in Pakistan
e matches between Pakistan and

New Zealand will be played in | for this program rather re-appro-  personnel martyred in recent
Lahore, Rawalpindi and Karachi. INP | priated funds from the BISP for  acts of terrorism in the
it. Earlier, the Senate passed country INP

LHC allows
Imran to become
party in ban on
airing Nawaz
Sharif’s speeches

Pakistani rupee tumbles
against US dollar in
interbank trading

ISLAMABAD: The US dollar  cancelled his US visit to attend the
kept up its upward trajectory and  spring ﬂe;tmis of the IMF and
ank,

gammed 60 paisas in its value the World |
case against kPakgs_mm mpes in the  He nitilly planed to meet
3 igh C interbank trading on Monday. with the management of the
([‘%]EIJ[O,EE"‘T:"E lz;?ﬂf\:%(]lh :k(“s";: ceording msdma provided by  Intemational Mor%mary Fund dur-
Tehreck-e-Insaf  (PTI) Chairman | the money, dealers, the US dollar 15;‘%5Dnng meetings to discuss and
surged against the local unit which  address obstacles hindering the

Imran Khan to become a party in the
case of ban on airing the speeches of
Pakistan Muslim = League-Nawaz
(PML-N) supremo Nawaz Sharif.

was depreciated by 60 paisas dur-
ing morning session, letting the
e

ﬁreenback to traded at
LHC judge Justice Shahid Karim | Rs285.25 .
heard the miscellaneous petition of | On Friday, the last working day
Tmran Khan to become a party in the | of the —previous week, the
se. Pakistani rupee tumbled By 23
gaxsas and settled the day's trade at
KR 284.65 per US dofllar
The market is showing less con-
fidence in the local umt owing to
olitical uncertainty, delay in the
programme, and dwindling

progress of a staff-level agreement
that would facilitate the resump-
tion of a stalled bailout package.

Since January, the govemment
has been in talks with the IMF 10
secure the release of $1.1bn from
a 36.5bn bailout package agreed
upon in 2019,

Pakistan’s forex reserves are
also drying up. The foreign
exchange reserves held by the
State Bank of Pakistan (ySBPJ
decreased by $36 4 million to $4 2

_ The court also sought a response
from Pakistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority (Pemra) on the
miscellancous plea of Imran Khan
“The case of ban on airing Nawaz
Sharif’s speeches is under-hearing in

the courl. [But] Nawaz Sharif’s I'Z'nreign reserves. ) billion duning the week ended on
speeches are being broadcasted while The ho&:e} of the market further . ccording to the
those of Imran Khan are not being | dampened following the news that  data released by the central bank

Finance Minister [shag Dar has on Thursday I}

ECC declares all hajj
applications under
Regular Scheme
successful

aired,” it had been stated in the peti-
tion I®

Islamabad court
extends interim
bail to Shah
Mehmood
Qureshi until

¢ ISLAMABAD The dollars af foreign exchange for
A[)l'll 29 Economic Coordination Hajj this year. Earlier, the
Committee of the Ministry of Religious affairs

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terrorism
court {ATC) in Islamabad Monday
extended interim bail to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Shah
Mehmood Qureshi in two cases until

)
Cabinet has decided that all
72,869 applications received
under Regular Hajj Scheme
shall be declared successful
without balloting

and Intérfaith Harmany present-
ed derails on the Hajj Policy-
2023, number of applications
received under Regular Hajj
Scheme, unutilized quota under

April 29 next, The decision to this effect regular and sponsorship Hajj
" a““‘“';'i:'"“ I‘]]‘E]U Cbc“"ciﬂdlh“ was taken at the ECC mee(in}.:, schemes and financial require-
judge and the eader occurred dur- | peld in Islamabad today with —ment in the meeting.

ing the hearing of the bail pleas.
*May be your soul had been there at
the scene,” ATC judge Raja Jawad
Abbas remarked and extended the
interim  bail to Shah Mehmood
Qureshi untl April 29 next INP

The decision to this effect
was taken at the ECC mec(inﬁ
held in Islamabad today wit
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar in the chair.

The meeting also approved
the modalities for this year’s
Hajj Scheme INP

Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar in the chair.

The meeting also approved
the modalities for this year's
Hap Scheme

he ECC also accorded

Punjab CM vows
to improve
efficiency of WASA,
other institutions

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Nagvi said Monday that clean
drinking water and an _effective
sewage system was the basic right of
every citizen, adding that there was no

or negligence when it came to
the installation” of water supply lines,
reservoirs and providing basic facili-
ties to the citizensHe stated these
remarks while chairing a meeting of
Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA)
held to review the matiers relating to
the rehabiltation of projects “WASA
will become a true public institution
under the caretaker government. In
order to solve the problems of the cit-
izens, WASA must forgo its conven-
tional methods and adopt.INP

approval to the additional finan-
cial requirement of 163 million

parties, parliamentarians who gave the gift of con-

stitution, )
. He exﬁrexsed his
increase U

Court extends
Buzdar’s interim

bail till April 24
in corruption case

LAHORE: An account-
ability court judge casti-
gated former Punjab chief
minister Usman' Buzdar
for failing 1o appear
before the court in pre-
arrest interim  bail in
assets beyond means case.

During the proceeding,
the attorney of Usman
Buzdar stated that the for-
mer chief minister was
suffering from  coron-
avirus and he also submit-
ted a medical report to the
court. “Do not think that
the court is deaf and
dumb. Corona report_has
been prepared from Dera
Gihazi Khan hospital This
i the same hospital which

inaugurated

Usman Buzdar himself,”
Judge Sheikh  Saj
remarked. The counsel
pleaded the court to grant
one-day exemption to
Buzdar  from  court
appearance. Buzdar must
appear at the next hearing,
otherwise his bail will be
cancelled, judge
ordered,  The court
extended his interim bail
tll Apnil 24, INP

ECP confers
magisterial
powers on

returning officers

ISLAMABAD:  The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) Monday
conferred the powers. of
the Magistrate of the First
Class “on the district
retuming officers and the
returning  officers  in

injal

Ihe ECP also issued a
notification in this regard.

It is to be noted here
that polling for elections
in Punjab will be held on
Max 4, 2023 according
to the

schedule INP
Masses fed up
of political and

economic
turmoil: PEW

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Economy Watch
(PEW) on Monday said
masses are tired of contin-
ued political. and eco-
nomic turmail while the
business community is
experiencing sleepless
nights. If the sityation
remains the same, it will
compel many to relocate
their businesses to other
countries, it said

Many investors are
investing  billions _in
Dubai due to uncertainty
at home which is a factor
behind erosion of the
local currency, said Hanif
Mughal, SVP of PEW.
The first cnisis came in
2018-2019 when the gov-
emnment delayed a deal
with the IMF

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq
?alr]_pmsided over the meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the
“abinet,

e strength and glory of the Constitution

Imran Khan decides
against appearing before
Islamabad police

overnment's resolve to

LAMAB.

18! ABAD: Paokistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman and former prime
minister Imran Khan has decided not to
appear at the Islamabad Police Lines

eadquarters where he was summaoned
i nine different cases

Islamabad Police had summoned ex-
PM in two cases on April 11 and in other
SEVEn cases on /

However, the
PTI chairman wi
police on both days.

Meanwhile, the Islamabad additional
sessions judge has summoned Imran

han in person in the criminal proceed-

s into the Toshakhana at the request
of the election commission.

summons has been issued to the for-
mer premier at the request of the ECP

- [

P :
Party sources said that
| not appear before the

Shahrah-e-Igbal.

ISLAMABAD: A month-long cele-
brations in connection with Golden
Jubilee of the 1973 constitution for-
mally began on Monday

The Constitution of 1973 is a land-
mark document that laid the founda-
tion of a democratic and progressive
society in the country, i

Speaker National "Assembly Raja
Pervez Ashraf inaugurated the cele-
brations by laying the foundation
stone of the Constitution Monument
at a site opposite Parliamentary
Lodges at D—Exwwk in Islamabad

This will be followed by a wreath-
Layl% ceremony at the Memorial of
the Unsung Heroes of Democracy in
the Parliament House, payin,
age to those who fought fur%
racy and
Pakistan K .

Meanwhile, in their congratulatory
messages on the occasion of golden
jubilee of the 1973 Constitution, the

hom-
ht for democ-
constitutionalism  in

LAHORE The federal government
on Monday challenged the Lahore
High Court (LHC) orders to make the
complete record of Toshakhana gifts
received by public office holders
from 1990 to fﬂl}\ public.

On March 22, a single bench of
LHC ordered the government to
make the complete record of
Toshakhana gifts from 1990 to 2001
public.

The federal government challenged
the orders through the additional
attorney general. A two-member
bench of Justice Shahid Bilal Hasan
and Justice Raza Qureshi will hear
the plea.

Established in 1974, the
Tosha-khana is a department under
the administrative control of the
Cabinet Division and stores precious
gifts given to rulers, parliamentari-
ans, bureaucrats, and officials by

E the nation today
Golden Jubilee of the 1973 Constitution, a sacred
document that has weathered many storms over the
past 50 vears and held the federation together INP

commemorates the

for an early hearing into the Toshakhana
case.

In the summons issued by Additional
Sessions Judge Zafar lgbal, the former
prime minister has been directed to
?)p:&r before the court at 8:30am on

pril 11

In case of non-appearance, legal
action will be taken

Islamabad Police had summoned ex-
PM in two cases on April 11 and in other
seven cases on April 12 However, the
party sources said that PTI chairman
will not appear before the police on both
days Meanwhile, the Islamabad addi-
tional sessions judge has summoned

Imran in person in the criminal
proceedings into the Toshakhana at the
request of the election commission INP

QUETTA: Police pe;'sonnl inspect the blast site at Qandhari Bazar on

Golden Jubilee
celebrations of 1973
Constitution formally starts

National Assembly Speaker Raja
Pervez Ashraf and Deputy Speaker
Zahid Akram Durrani have called for
ensuring supremacy of the constitu-
tion for strengthening democracy in
the country hey said the
Constitution of Pakistan guarantees
the ﬁm)uslon of fundamental rights
to all citizens

The Speaker in his message said
this day reminds the historic_occa-
sion when 50 years ago, our forefa-
thers unanimously adopted the 1973
Constitution.

e said this was the result of the
tremendous efforts and wisdom of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, which brought
all political parties on one platform
to sign this historic document

The Deputy Speaker in_ his mes-
sage said all political parties should
shun their differences and unite on

one platform to put the country on
path of progress and prosperity INP

Govt challenges LHC
orders to public
Toshakhana record

heads of other governments and
states and foreign dignitaries

n March 12, the federal govern-
ment declassified the Toshakhana
records and uploaded the 466-page
data from 2002 to 2023 on the
Cabinet Division's website

Those who acquired gifts from
Toshakhana include former presi-
dents, prime ministers, ministers and
government officers.

The names that appeared in the
publicized Toshakhan records includ-
ed Pervez Musharraf, Shaukat Aziz,
Yousaf Raza Gillani, Nawaz Sharif,
Imran Khan, Arif Alvi and Shehbaz
Sharil. The Toshakhana controversy
caught media attention after former
prime minister and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTIy Chairman Imran Khan
was accused of hiding details of the

ifts he received during his tenure in
the government INP




