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emand 2 months
extension in census

Manan Mandokiail

QUETTA Members of the
Balochistan Assembly have
demanded of the federal gov-
emment to extend the census
process for two months. Every
mdmdual should be counted in

his  sparsely  populated
Eruumce of the country, Malik

Sikandar Advocate, lhe n pposi-
tion leader in BA dem: ;

Members from |hl. lrLusury
and  opposition  benches
expressed their reservations
about the census and asked the
federal g,n\emmem 1o extend it
for two months. “People have
not been counted m this area-
wise lhel:légs:yrmmoe of the
country”, Makhi Sham Laal, a
minority lawmaker noted.

Deputy
Speaker directs
census
commissioner
to brief
lawmakers

The members said that since
the province covers half of the
country in terms of area, there-
fore, it was not possible for the

census stafl to count every indi-
vidual in such a short span of

eputy er Sardar
Babar Musakhail who was
chairing the session directed
the census commissioner to

announced
announce his resignation if any
bribery in services was prov

eu,amﬂ

eake:
::F’ 1 April 1
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Top court bars
implementation of bill
limiting CJP powers

brief the lawmakers about the
census process in the province.

Zahoor Buledi

lashes out at the
government and

opposition

Mir Zahoor Buledi, the for-
mer  senior
Balochistan lashed out ar the
F:m\ incial _n,memmem for what

minister  of

ns incompetency and
‘outh are commit-

des and the govern-
Mr. Buledi

sa]rl Hl. mld ||]l.[(: Was a com-
mon
Balochistan is sleeping Home
Minister
Ziaullah Langove re;emed Mr.

Buledi’s claim and said that the
CM was very active and no file
of public interest was pending

If corruption
proven in jobs,

notion  that CM

Balochistan, ~Mir

I will resign:

Sardar Khetran

*CM chairs cabinet meaums

till Sehri and still people s: ?

is sleeping”. du]
Rehman
Balochistan
Communication

Sardar
Khetran,
Minister l‘or
and Works
said  He however
that he would

him.Later on, the
;numed the session

Syed M,Qaseem

QUETTA Former
senior provincial min-
ister, ~Mir  Zahoor
Buledi’s remarks

about chief minister
alochistan and  the
joint opposition
caused an uproar in the
Balochistan Assembly.
The session of the
resumed here with the
deputy speaker BA,
Sardar Babar

Musakhaﬂ in the LI\JIT

ere 15 a4 common
notion that_chief min-
ister Balochistan
sleeps all the time”,
Mr. Buledi said. Home
Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ziaullah Langove

Buledi’s
remarks cause
uproar in
Balochistan
Assembly

n,_u.cnd Buledi’s state-

nt and said that
Ihewe was not a single
file of public interest
Eendmg before the

There was an uproar

andemonium_ in
Ihe ouse when Mr,
Buledi said the oﬁpnsx—
tion in B 1stan
cto gov-
Lawmakers

ernment 1
from the opposition’s

mainstream  party 1.¢
the Balochistan
National
Hamal Kalmati
Ahmed Nawaz,

ssaimn
Langove stood at their

seats and _criticized
Mr. Buledi for his
remarks

All Secretaries sworn in to ensure merit

on 15000 jobs: Aziz Uqalll

Spedd Al Shals ‘
QUETTA:Chief Secrem
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqail

on Thursday reiterared that mem
and transparency would be
ensured in all_appointments m
the province. The CS chail

h|gh -level meeting of all .wcre—
to review the pace of

tanes
recruitment in Baloy

“All Secretaries were swom in
n the recrui
of 15000 emplﬂyees M. Ugails
said, The top civilian officer of the
province took to the social media
network Twitter and massured
that appointments would be

on merit.The CS Ba!oclnsmn

1o ensure merit i

wamned that strict action would be

taken if any officer was

involved in nepoti sm and corrup-

tment.

found tion, “This is my

Skepticism about
appointments in
the education

department

This assurance on behalf of the

made o n ment”,
ment in Edumlmn health and  Mr qulm concluded

Chiel Secretary of

recruitment

Bahadur Klaan
University in education d

a\so addmﬁs:ﬂ press confe

heir :bom
:fim (he} ml] the ﬂawe?’

recruitment through SB!

Balochistan
has come after reports of gross
merit violations in the process of
in the province
Candidates have expressed skep-
ticism about the process of
recruitment through the Sardar
Wamen's
e
ment. Some political pamm ave

Staff Reporter

QUETTA The firgt
anti-riot women’s unit
was  established  in
Balochistan to play an
important role in main-
taining the law and order
situation in the province.
The Balochistan Police
Chief, Abdul Khalig
‘mexkﬁ and other high
poh::e officers witnessed

Top court bars implementation
of bill llmltmg CJP powers

Political parties can
become parties in the
case, states the order

In a major develoy

Thursda
Court

further order.

€ top court's e\ﬁ\\l-member larger bench
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)

Umar Ata Bandial and comprising Justice
4‘12 ul Ahsan, Justice Munib Akhuar, Justice
ed Mazahar Ali Akbar Nagwi, Justice

— headed by Chief’

\Nu ammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Shahid

% ment, an eight-member
larger bench of the Supreme Court {SC) on
ordered that even if the Supreme
ractice and Procedure]
received the assent of the president, the bill
would not be acted upon in any manner till

Justice Ayesha A
Malik, Justice Syed Hasan Azhar :
vaheed — issued its_eight-
page ruling on three petitions challenging the

Bill 2071

izvi and

bill

The moment that the Bill receives the
assent of the President or (as the case may be)
it is deemed that such assent has been
then from that very moment onwards and il
further orders, the Act that comes into being
shall not have, take or be given any effect nor
be acted upon in any manner,” read the inter-

im order.

and procedure
upon it a juri
permissible
sion. Such intermedl
of the court, even

In its mder the bench stated that the facts
and circumstances presented here are
enraordmary both in import and effect

“Prima facie, the contentions raised dis-
close that there is a substantial, immediate
and direct interference with the mdependance
of the judiciary in the form of multiple intru-
sions, 1n the guise of regulating the practice
tlns coun and conferring
hat appears not to be
s.enslmmonal provi-
ing in the functioning
on the most tentative

ion
er an{

Ruling alliance rejects 8-member
‘controversial’ bench constituted to
hear pleas on SC bill

ISLAMABAD:  The
ruling alliance on
Thursday \Bjecled the
e\p,.‘m -member bench con-

stituted to hear petitions

Procedure)
deepening the
between ~the coalition
government and the supe-
no\ryludmary

ith only a few hours
Ieﬁ for the proceedings to
begin, the coalition gov-
ernment released a state-
ment rejecting the bench
and terming the eight-
member bench "contro-
versial"

The coalition partners
— according to the state-
ment — vowed to resist
attempts to take away

parliament’s  authority
and to interfere in its coni-
stitutional seope,

en
nelumetl it 5ubsequen:1y
four separate petitions
were filed by Raja Amer

Khan, Chaudhry Ghulam
Hussam koham ad
afa

'Iarlq Rahml
others, under
A 184(3) of the
Constitution, asking the
m court to set aside the

l-nllwﬂnb the develop-
ment, an eight-member
bench was constituted to
hear pefitions arguing
that the “concept, prepa-
ration, endorsement and
pessing of the Supreme

ourt  (Practice and
Procedure) Bill, 2023 is
an act tainted with mala
fide” Web Desk

assessment, will commence as soon as the
Bill becomes the Act,”

The SC larger btnuh stated that an interim
meesire i it to
i, S

“The making olauma
vent imminent apprehen
irreparable, is an appropriate remedy, recog-
nised in our jurisprudence Web Des

it added

nction.
t&lun:lmn.lo pre-
ded danger that is

place, in the

the
s dy passed women
cadefs

the women cadets for
their role in the police
department and for main-
taining the law and order

situation in the province.

Eid ul Fitr 2023: Govt announces

ey appreciated
" e

“lt is a matter of
immense pleasure fm

Balochistan

Pakistan™, Abdul Khal.q
Sheikh, the IG Police
Balochistan stated

40 women
trained in
first phase

According  to_ the
Balochistan Police
Spokesman, Balochistan

Police’s first anti-right
women unit passed out a
parade, and 40 trained
women cadets have been
added to the anti-right

First Anti Riot
Women Unit
established in

Balochistan

ting

Special tra ? has
been given 1o dea with
the Establishment  of
women’s anfti-right win,
is one of the modern mil-
itary requirements.
wormen personnel are also
equipped with anti-right
equupmem and tools, and
there is precarlam of
such a ‘pecml unit in
Pakistan,

According to the Police
Spokesman, this unit has
been initially established

women wing cm\
lad

in Quetta Police, later its
scope will be taken to the
\:veW of division and then

very district of
nm nchn,mn

S-day public holidays

As Ramadan enters the
last Ashra (10 days), the

eral government on
Thursday announced that

had roved a five-
da) holiday for one of the
maost anticipated holidays
for Muslims that marks
the end of the holy month
of fasting,

The govemnment said
that the Eid holidays were
approved on the recom-
gendancm of the Cabinet

The interior ministry
said that the Eid holidays
:uul]d be from April 2110

_ The rcjgulax notifica-
tion of the Eid holidays
will be issued by the

Ministry of Interior itself.
he Central Ruet-¢-
Hilal Committee is set to

meet on April 20 for the
sighting of the Eid ul Fitr
crescent moon, 4 state-

ment from the religious
affairs ministry sai
Tue:

The meeting is set to be
held at the rellglous
affairs  minist in
Islamabad and Wwill be
iamswded overé:y Rugt-e-

Chairman Maulana Abdul
Khabir Azad, the state-
ment said.

The statement further
said the meetings of the
zonal committees will be
held at designated loca-
tions across the country

Ramadan 2023 started
on March 23, after much
confusion  during the
meeting for the moon-
sighting Web Desk




Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Asim Khan

EDITORIAL

Friday,April,14,2023

QUETTA VOICE

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and apprehen-
sions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist political parties.

The census staff is ﬁ'
rovince. What to speal

et to reach the people living u I
about the remote areas of the province, which covers

n urban parts of the

alf of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of entire

Pakistan.

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan

Specific law and order
and administrative issues make it very

ny

di lains,

rate counting of all individuals in Balochistan
As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% population of

the entire country. Indeed.

gdged
ifMicult to make sure proper and accu-

. this is equal to salt in the flour. [t is ironic fate if this

meager population is not counted properly during the census of 2023,
Census also a sensitive topic in Balochistan
Like in some cities of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to be

one of the sensitive topics in Balochistan. Almost all political parties are skep-

tical about the process of the current enumeration/census
he Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of Afghan

refugees in the c:nsus;

change in Balochistan

rocess and fear that this would bring a demographic
milarly, the Pashtoon nationalist parties fear that their

(ethme Pashtuns) population should not be ignored under the garb of Afghan

refigees.

Balochistan makes up only 6% population of the entire country

The resource-rich province of Balochistan has a nominal representation in the
arliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a total of 342,
he province has no say in the formation of the federal government, and distri -

bution of development funds under the federal public sector development

ro-

gram (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share of 6% percent in services is
swallowed by Islamabad through fake domiciles
Balochistan is lagging behind all other provinces in terms of key social indi-

cators including education, health, sanitation and clean drinl

L water,

Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of the

worst governance.

To be precise, all political parties should put their heads together and bury the
hatchet and come up with one pomt agenda that a fair and transparent census
should be conducted before it s already late.

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

CBZ
)

Article 25 of
Constitution of  the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is 4 basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it i5 s0? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

jender  Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

the

ing .

There are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as_a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching
the le of Gender
Equality Gender
Responsive,  Gender
ensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  creale
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
gender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to ?]‘omolmg gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part of human
rights ~ Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nation against women
ender impacts of
budgets and policies
nder  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
sender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, ‘Is there any study
ever conducted ta find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or Frc-budgcl
assessment of the annu-
il budget on different
segments of the saciety,
especially women, who
form almos 50%
(48.76%, to_be specif-
icof our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%. If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers
or the holding of few
cultural shows. It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order 1o
promote gender equali-
?-. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan is 47.4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

budgetary_process. An
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 all 2020-21

shows that there was not
a single d:mjecl in the
years 2013- 14 st
2014-15, as if women
did mot. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2005-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total uu:l? rangied from
12% to .22%. It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. N
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor force
works in unregulated
sector of the econom:
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
ey are

solely dependent an
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
workplace
Surprislngﬁ' there are
no separate Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates.  For  the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational ~ facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, mostly
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers They
lack the capacity to For-
mulate and implement
lans_for female uplift

onditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable.  Economic

evelopment will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete
steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming and
using  this untapped
potential

Disaster displacement

By Zahra Niazi

In Pakistan, at least
33 million people have
been forced to leave
their homes, They are
not fleeing any con-

flicts, but they have
been internally dis-
placed by the effects of

arguably the biggest
glabal threat of the 21st
emtwry — clinate

Since the beginning
of Pakistan’s deadly
floods in mid-June, at
least 7.9 million people
have been displaced,
which is appalling to
say the least. Even this
could be a conservative
estimate given the
colossal damage the
floods have caused,

Many of these peo-
ple have lost every-
thing — their homes,
sources of livelihood.
and prized belongings,
These internally dis-
placed people now face
an uncertam future as
there is no specific
national legislation or
policy framework that
can guaraniee long-
term protection  and
assistance to them.

Sindh. A report pub-
lished by Oxfam in
2019 revealed that the
communities who per-
manently moved to
Karachi” from Badin,
Thatta, and Sajawal
after the 2010 floods
were forced to settle on
the  outskirts _ of
Karachi, where they
lacked access to utili-
ties. Nearly a_decade
on, they continue to
live under poor and
squalid conditions,
which exemplifies the
consequences of the
lack of specific instru-
ments that can offer
long-term  protection
and assistance to peo-
ple displaced by disas-

ters.

In 2021, the IDMC
reported that a third of
al disaster-induced
displacements in 2020
occurred in_the South
Asian rtegion, with
Pakistan recording the
third-highest number
of those displacements
after India  and
Afphanistan.
Additionally, the World
Bank forecasts contin-
ued to stress the forth-
comln%\mrms of cli-

ige and inter-

i 0. mate cl
This is 21 4 nal displ t in
recent  history in  South Asia. Hence, we

Pakistan is marked by a
series  of  disaster-
induced displacement
es. In 2010, mas-
ve floods dislplac:d
11 million people, and
another four million
were dls;»lawd follow-
ing the 2011 floods in

were cognizant that
disasters would contin-
ue to force millions to
dislocate in Pakistan
but did not grant legal

d ﬁﬁ?s
10 those shiig
ing disasters or formu-
late  comprehensive

policy frameworks to
guidé the national
response in such situa-

ions.
At the international
level, the rights of
internall displaced
persons ({ DPs) are cov-
ered under the Guidin,
Principles on Intern

comprehensively
addresses internal dis-
placement or disaster-
induced internal dis-

lacement specifically.

akistan launched its
first National Climate
Change Policy (NCCP)
in 2012 and its follow-
up _ Framework fo;_

Dis) of the
Oﬂjljco of the High

Commissioner or
Human Rights. These
principles  serve 1o
ensure that the

5 O
displacel]llent—ai%'zcred
communities are not
violated and guide
national and interna-
tional responses in
such _ situations,
However, it does not
confer any obligation
on the states, with
national  authorities
having the primary
duty to provide human-
itarian _assistance and
protection to those in
need in times of crisis,
A number of states
today have incorporat-
ed these principles into
law or cmpl(;ycd them
as the basis for policy
formulation.  Some
cases in point are S
Lanka, Colombia.
Georgia, Burundi,
Armenia, Angola,
Peru, Uganda, and the
Philippines.

In Pakistan, howev-
er, a legal limbo with
regard to the recogni-
tion of the rights of%'i‘s-
aster-induced  [DPs
continues to exist. At
the same time, no spe-
cific policy document

ion o
Climate Change Polic
(2014-2030) n 2014 —
both of which remain
silent about disaster-
induced displacement.
In March 2022, the
Ministry of Climate
Change launched an
Wared version of the
CCP. However, as
welcome as this devel-
opment was, the policy
pays cursory attention
to  displacement by
mentioning ‘increased
climate change-
induced migration’ as
one of Pakistan’s vul-
nerabilities to climate
change threats. It does
not_specify policies or
actions to  guide
durable solutions,
including the return,
resettlement, or reinte-
gration of those forced
to dislocate due to
calamities, This gap is
also evident in the
country”s National
Disaster . Ris]
Reduction Policy and
the National Disaster
Risk Management
Framework.

e can now hoj
that  the massive
humanitarian  crisis
amid the devastaring
floods will be a catalyst

for reassessing how we
want to move forw:

and shift away from the
status guo. The neces-
sity of implementing

innovative and practi-
cal resilience-building
risk-reduction
strategies, ideally
through a community-
ng approach, is essen-
tal.

The  government,
through collaboration
with provincial author-
ities and civil society,
must now also begin
work on developing an
effective national
framework to deal with
and protect the rights
of those already dis-
placed amid the devas-
tating floods.

This framework
should serve as the
basis for a more com-
prehensive  policy
guide in the long
term to respond to
displacement —
whether due to sud-
den disasters or “slow
onset” impacts of ¢li-
mate change — to
guarantee the rights
and dignity of these
vulnerable” individu-
als and communities
at all times.It is
equally important to
grant legal recogni-
tion to disaster-
induced 1DPs, which
can effectively guar-
antee their ~rights.
The crisis must serve
as a long-forgotten
reminder that we can
no longer continue
with the status quo.

Lust

ome leaders

are  power

hungry in the
extreme

Some leaders

have an_ “insatiable
desire  for ower’

Some leaders have an
“ardent lust of domina-
tion”. This ‘ardent lust
of domination™ is no
different from ‘extreme
selfishness’. Some
leaders attempt “to
draw everything to cen-
ter in ourselves, which
we think will enable us
to gratify every other
assion” Lust is a
psychological force
producing intense
desire for something.”
Some have lust %ur
money; others have lust
for power.

Some leaders deliber-
ately create ‘cults of
hatred”. There are two
types of cults — reli-
ious and political
ults — both religious
and political — can last
for a long time. Cults —
both religious and
political - can be
extremely dangerous
Religious cults can be
dangerous for their fol-

lowers and political
cults can be extremely
dangerous for their
country.

Accor to  Dr
Janja Lal professor

emeritus of sociology
at the California State
University, there are 11
common traits of cult
leaders: charisma: nar-
cissism; lack of guilt;
spiritual bondage; lack
af remorse: spi
abuse. patholo,
liars;  twisting

itual
cal
acts,

for power

authoritarian; lack of
boundaries and use of
media. Cults are a
“risky form of human
behavior that diminish-
es our contact with
reality and devalues
anyone outside the
cult.”

There are two types
of personality cults of
political leaders: “ritu-
als of leader worship™
and “propaganda that
portrays the leader pos-
itively”. Political cults
can have serious politi-
cal consequences as the

probal of street
violence rises manifold
Political cults  often

threaten civil war and
apenly defy rule of law.
Most political cults are
destructive in nature.
The presence of politi-
cal cults in a democra-
cy means increased
political violence.
Withi dpuhlu:ul cults,
the ‘lea i
right” n political
cults, the leader is ‘pro-
jected as a messiah’.
olitical cult leaders
are extremely apt at
controlling the behav-
iour of the youth. The
narrative that cult lead-
ers stir up is ‘us versus
them’. Cult leaders fre-
quently peddle “alterna-
tive facts’ and cults are
full of conspiracy-
addled members, Cult
leaders claim that they
are the only ones who
represent the people-all
their “political com-
petitors are just part of
the immoral, corrupt
elite” Quite often cult
members do not even
realize that they are

part of a cult.

Political ~ cults in
established democra-
cies with strong institu-
tions are less of a threat
than a nuisance. But,
political cults in fragile
democracies with weak
institutions are a clear
and present danger
Palitical cults damage
democratic institutions
including  parliament
and  the judiciary.
Political cult Tleaders
also damage the mili-
tary and the police,

read somewhere
that “lust for power is
surely to be counted as
one of the worst char-
acteristics of a human
eing " One man’s lust
for power destroyed
Germany. Another
man’s lust for power
was  behind the
Cambodian _genocide
One family’s lust for
power destroyed Syria
ult leaders have a
tendency to “transform
the most mild govern-
ment into the most
insupportable tyranny.”
Yes, a cult leader needs
the “assistance of like-
minded people to serve
as subordinate instru-
ments in his pursuit of
power.” Democracy is
about ‘rights of " the
people’. Democracy is
about the “protection of
basic freedoms’,
Political cults threaten
the rights of the Ruoplc
Paolitical cults threaten
basic freedoms
Political cults are
clear and present threat
to democracies, espe-
cially fragile democra-
cies.

Global energy

Not since World War
11 has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday.

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent  geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global gas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe’s
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas

and aveid a massive
shortage this winter

are friggering price
hikes and reroutin

flows around the worl,
No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
lhcuihl they had pre-
ired for every eventu-
ality. For ‘example.
PaKistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
contracts 1o increase its
rgy  security  in
has seen
partners those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering 1o
gay more. The coffers of
oth the developed and
developing world are

i
drained Meanwhile,
Kremlin is using the
global energy crisis it
created to sustain its
econamy in the face of
severe  international
sanctions, Moreover, it
is weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural \%as to try and
break

Europe further, saying it
plans to reduce gas sup-
glles through the Nord
tream 1 “pipeline to
Germany to just 20 per-
cent capacity. In
response,  European
Union energy ministers
swiftly announced an
agreement for the blog’s
members to gut gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter. This _was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in 1o Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that' an already likely
recession is now all but
guamn(eed. Following
iazprom’s latest cuts,
analpls already predict
the EU will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
?y winter. Now that
furope made it clear
that it is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything it can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ency remains.

A recent German poll
found that at ‘the
moment, 58 percent of
the population is
porting _san
againsl Russia des

potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President

Vladimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down - down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
frontation with Russia
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
governments.

Europe’s leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  Ukraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public. support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis largely manufyc-
tured by Russia that
seems 10 have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most  consequential
front in the ongoing
geo-economic attle

ween Russia and the
West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first

After  moving 1o
address the demand side
of the equation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent possible,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions ~ regime
against Russia. .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European
zovernments can take —

ut_have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the suphly issue swiftly.

The Netherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural gas across
Europe by increasing

roduction  at

roningen gas field
Bewilderingly, howev-
er, it is still planning to
take the entire operation
offline next year over
the risk of minor earth-
quakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by xlending
the liféespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant to come
offline at the end of the
year. overning
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the

move. The party’s
stance on this issue’ is
somewhat understand-
able all,

Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’s Cald
War-era  anti-nuclear

novement.
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and’ low-risk
solution to a major
problem  facing_ the
nation, it risks failing
the test being a
responsible government
artner at a time of war,
ess than a year afier its
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-

ing their own produc-
tion capacity by any
means possible,
European ions

should of course also
work on forming new

By Ma an Hess

partnerships with sup-
pliers outside their
region. The global gas
crisis and its impacts are
by no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international “com-
to coordinate
global supply.

When the world last
faced such a ma{orenar-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies,
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majars, controlled most
of “the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War IL. Britain
established the
Petroleuin Waifare
Department  and  the
Petroleum  Board -
which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
before “Pearl Harbor

coordinate suppl
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 13 far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a lique-
fied natural gas (LNG)
eXpOrter 1o Support
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
fogether of key public
and private players from
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on

Ma§ 24‘3 the

o W
Economie
Forum is_gath-
ering in Davos,
Switzerland for an in-pe
discussin;

neial
Thanks to protests and
new, research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies {IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
i<, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
people areund the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In 3 detaled
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall x on their
wealth increase alone {to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers

In J.’muz_ir;‘; an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute _for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than $5 million,
3 percent for those with
over $50 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires could generate
upwards of $2 52 trilliona
year That's enough to lift
23 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face

inequality
speak out in faver of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
taxes on the ultra-

thy
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations.”

Jnt participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
ta fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed by
actor and activist Marl
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

orters of the In Tax \

rust movement including
Am%all Disney, Marris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer.
These nullicnaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself.

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.

new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁeop\e around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
beriod. du 5. deturled
examination of the food
and_ agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
$382 hillion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (10
say nu'}_!mfi;_uf their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-

ers,
Tn January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
‘with more than £5 millign,
3 percent for those with
over $50 millign, and up
o 5 percent for billion-
aires  could generate
upwards of $2.52 frillion a
year, That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaceines for
everyone in the world
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Murad Saeed booked in
eight cases, IHC told

ISLAMABAD:  Ex-
federal minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT} leader Murad Saeed
is hooked in eight cases,
the police report submit-
ted in Islamabad High
Court  revealed on
Thursday

Murad Saged
)_Fprwchcd Islamabad

igh Court (IHC) for
defails of cases registered
against him_ The federa-
tion, IG Islamabad, DG
1A were made respon-
dents in the plea.

Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir heard
the case in which the
Federal  Investigation
Agency (FLA) said Murad
is ot wanted by them in

any case,  however,
Islamabad pn]u:e submit-
ted details of eight cases
registered against him in
the federal capital

During  Thursday’s
hearing = Sher  Azal
Marwat, PTI leader’s
counsel 'said the govern-
ment_has revoked the
security of his chent and
added he has severe secu-
nity threats by extremists
in

Court  (IHC
remarked how can we
order the provision of
security to Murad from
[slamabad in Swat. He
asked the counsel to sub-
mit documentary proof,
the court will look into

the matter.  Earlier,
Islamabad Police raided
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI}  leader Murad
Saged's house.

Murad had lambasted
Capital police said that
despite geting bail on
“fake cases” his house was
raided by police when
only women were present
Lhere

Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir heard
the case in which the
F tigation
ney (FLA) sad
is not wanted b{ them in
any case, however,
Islamabad police submit-
ted details of eight cases
registered against him in
the federal capital. INP

Four firefighters
die while dousing
massive blaze at
Karachi factories

. KARACHI: At least
four firefighters died
and a number of others
injured when one of the
many factories where
they were in action to
dodse a massive blaze
for the last 24 hours in
Karachi, was collapsed
on_Thursday
The fire broke out in
the industrial unit in
N Karachi’s Gabol
Town on Wednesday
mornmg which later
read fo four factories
n army of firefighters
backed by fire engines
and  snorkels  were
involved in the opera-
tion to control the fire
for over 24 hours now
but in vain
The main factory
housing garments mate-
rial came down crum-
bling in the wee hours
ﬁmrsddy amid cool-
rocess burying a

|ng

number of _peaple
including the firefight-
s. The firefighters

experienced a hell of
situation as the blaze
was, reﬁm(mg again and

again The fames-filled
buildin. suddenly col-
lapsed burying over a

dozen firefighters who

were rescued and later

rushed to a nearby hos-
ital where four of them
reathed their last.

The firefighters who
Imt their Tives were
identified as d0-year-
old Mohsin Sharif, 40-
ear-of hali
hahzad, 35-year-old
Sahall and $5-year-old

Fnebneade official
Arif Mansoori said all
the 13 injured were also
firefightérs

The wounded were
md;nﬂf‘cd as Nadeem

LT Abdul
H em, Amanullah,
Rehan Abdullah Baig,

Nadeem son of Hashim,
Muhammad
‘i]malh IAaz Kazim, Ant

li Muhammad
and R:\ ecm,

The Gabol Town
police said that the fire
erup(ed in Usman

sheet

T P
B located on Shehla
lhza Road. Area SHO
glam said_the blaze
had erupted in a multi-
storey building of the
factory at around

7:30am on Wednesday.
He said due to massive
magnitude of the blaze,
fire engines from across
the city were called in.

the four
floors of the six-storey
building had  been

cleared and work 1o
douse the fire on the
umummi; two floors
was still under way
when the accident hap-
pened. The officer said
that initial reports sug-
gested that a short cir-
cuit caused the fire,

K rac
Admm trator Dr § vd
Saif-ur-Rahman ?md
said on Wednesday that
100 fire tenders and
bowsers participated in
the operation in the New
Karachi Industrial Area

The  Administrator
Karachi_ supervised the
extinguishing  process
himself and “instructed
the Chief Fire Officer
(CFO) 1o keep the fire
brigade personnel pres-
ent at the site till the fire
is completely extin-
guished and thie coolin
process is completed,
said a goktspcrson of
the KM

i e
QUETTA: Worker busy in embroidery on customer clut]l on ahead of

WHO eyes new
Covid variant as Pakistan
reports 28 cases

eid ul fitr.

ISLAM:\BAD: The
Health

mzalinn (WHO) has
]alrsa\(s focus on a new

- variant as
Pa istan reported a dro
in daily infections witl
no fatality during the last
24 hour: wei he data

el ¢ th tional
Institute ue Health (NIH)
on Thursday mornin

According to ﬂlegMH
data, the death toll in the
country remained the
same at 30,654 whereas
the number of total infec-
tions now soared to
1,580,257 after adding
the fresh 28 cases.

conducted th\nu&,hnu(
Pakistan whereas the
itivity ratio slumps m
0.70%. The number of
patients in critical care
stood at 18 y
New Covid  variant
‘Arcturus’  appears 1o
have different symptom

World Health
Organization (WHO) has

its eye ﬂn a mew uud
variant which seems to
haye a new symptom in
children rarely caused by
other Omicron subvari-

The
N

ants

Dubbed as Arcturus,
XB 16 is fuelling a
B surgB i oAy -coli
iries  includ ing
Singapore, and nstralla
ameng others.

The WHO declared
XBB.1.1e i
under monitoring” in late
March saying that it is the
musl transmissible vari-

yet. Maria  Van
Kerkhc\e. Covid techni-
cal lead for the WHO,
said, XBB.1.16 variant is
considered  “one
watch® by the world
health body.Dr  Vipin
Vashishtha — a paediatri-
cian and former head of
the Indian Academy of
Pediatrics Commitiee on
Immunization — said the

symptoms of the variant

include: high fever,
cough and “fichy” con’
tis or pinkeye.

ichard lehlm,er an
infectious diseasé epi-
demiclogist at the RTL
International, old
Fortune that it i ?rub

bly too early to tell” if the
uruss symptom set_has

COI}JHHC(IHUS has previ-
ously been reported as a
Covid  symptom, he
not
Researchers al
Nebraska Medwcmes
Truhlsen Eve Institute
had also identified the
virus in the eye's tear
film, earlier which could
lead 1o conjunctivitis.

Institute,  symptoms (!f
conjunctivitis  inelu,
Tearing, or watery eyes.
redness, swelling, pain or
irftation, itching,
charge Raj Rajnarayanan
assistant

Federal Govt rejects bench
hearing “Supreme Court
Procedure and Practice Bill”

ISLAMABAD:  The
federal  coalition  the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) on
Thursday _rejected the
Supreme Court bench set
io hear petitions against a
pendmg legislation meant

E the Chief Justice
ol Pakistan’s (CIP) pow-

lua joint statement, the

ruling pames c usecl the
eightjudge saying
that “such & move was

never seen in the history
of Pakistan and the SC”
coalition partners
vowed 10 Fesist atlempls
to take away parliament's
authority and to interfere

in its  constitutional
domain.
The bill, titled the
Suxreme Court (Practice
Procedure) Bill 2023,
is gimed at de riving the
office of the CIP of pow-
ers to take suo motu
nuuu: in_an individual
ri Tt was initially
ﬂ“ed both houses of
parbament and sent to the
resident for his assent.
awever, the president
had sent it back, saying
that the pmpased law

travelled “beyond the
competence of parlia-
ment

On Monday, the bill

was passed by a joint sit-

ting of parliament with
cerfain  amendments,
amid a noisy protest from
PTI lawmakers. An eight-
udge  Supreme Court
ench, headed by the
nhlef]usuce, will take up
a set of three pefitions
challenging. |th|II toda
n addition to C

Umar Ata Bandial, the
bench comprises Justice
liazul Ahsan, Justice
Munib Akhtar, Justice
Hay)ed \(azam Ali

Naqvi, Justice
Mchammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Ayesha A. Malik,
Justice Syed Hasan Azhat
Rizvi and Justice Shahid
‘Waheed INP

ISLAMABAD:

(ECC) of the Cabinet.

Federal Mis
Ishaq Dar presided over the

of the E

ister for Finance nnd Rcvenue %nntnr Molmmmnd
C C

NA’s standing committee
on finance rejects bill
seeking funds for polls

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly’s Standin;
Committee on Finance an:
Revenue on Thursday rejected a
bill seeking the release of funds
for holding elections in Punjab
and Khyber Pakhwnkhwa in line
with the directives issued by the

Suy

ﬁ\ a brief with a private TV
Channel after (he commmee
meeting  wrap) g nel
chairman (ﬁaﬂer l\hmed Sheikh
said that the bill was rejected.
“This bill as it was not allocated
in_our budget and the finance
minister has said that funds are
not available, there was no other
option [so] we rejected it

‘We do not have any other
fund, right the committee does
not have funds of its own

The Supreme Court on April 4

had fixed May 14 as the date for
the polls in Punjab and directed
the  federal government to
release election funds worth
Rs21 billion to the Election
Commission_of Pakistan (ECP)
by April 10 for elections to both
assemblies.

The govemment, insicad of

disl the funds to the com-
missi n ad referred the matter
ta Parliament

The bill, m\ed“(‘l\an_ed Sum
for General Election (Provincial
Assemblies of Punjab & Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa) Bill 2023"," had
been tabled by Finance Minister
Ishag Dar in the NA and the
Senate on Monday. However,
both  sessions had _ been
adjourned that day During
Thursday’s meeting, committee
chairman Qaiser Alimed Sheikh

raised an objection on why the

ill was presented before the
finance committee and not the
budget committee. The commit-
hen rejected the bil

The bill stated that fupds
required for conducting elec-
tions in both the provinces shall

expenditure charged

upon the Federal Consolidated
Fund (FCF)”, which it said com-
prises all revenues receivi
[]\e federal government, all loans
raised by the government and all
money received by it in repay-
ment of any loan

It said if shall “override other
laws™ and have effect “notwith-
standing anything contained in
any o(he'r law, rules and regula-
tions™ when it was in force

The bill further said that the
proposed. INP

Bilawal forms committee for dia-
logue with political parties

SLAMABAD: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on

Thursday formed a committee Lo
address the ongoing political cri-
sis,
mber committee
includes Iormu premier Yousaf
Raza Gillani, Federal Minister
Syed Naveed Qamar and SAPM
Qamar Zaman Kaira
e commitiee will approach

all parties in the coalition gov-
emment to discuss the issue of
dialogue among the political
parties, including the

The development came after
fum\Tr‘presl ent and Paknsmn
Clsarmlan Aexl‘ﬁh éaldau’ uln_ed
Prime Minister (PM) Shehbaz
Sharif o hold talks with. nppo«u

rty — Pakistan Tehreek-e-
lnsa (PTI), saying that the
nation cannot afford any odd sit-
uation
“1_will request PM Shehbaz
Sharif to hold falks with the
opposition aml set no conditions
before_the in talks” Asif
rdnn had said while address-
e Convention on the
Oo]den Jubilee Celebrations of
the 1973  Constitution  on

onday.
The PPP co-Chairman also
asked the opposition to ml\
Shehbaz Sharif for talks “as hn.
is the prime minister”.
“We cannot_afford any odd
sltualmn now. The FT[ (Pa man
Tehreek. e-lmat?
approaching us mma\m "but
its chief’ wants such demswons

Justice Isa lauded for
attending
Constitution event

The Pakistan Bar Council {PBC)
has welcomed Supreme Court senior judge Qazi Fagz
Isa's participation in the golden jubilee ceremony of the
1973 Constitution held in the Parliament House last

ISLAMABAD:

week.

The participation of Justice Isa showed that the
the puardians of the
Ccnsmuuon the lawyers' constitutional body said in a

Supreme Court judges are

press

The bar ceuncll recalled that former chief justice
Anwar Zaheer Jamali had also attended a Senate con-
The bar appreciates Justice Qazi Faez Isa's
commitment and support for the Constitution
rejected as “unwarranted” the criticism that he should
not have attended the convention
the PBC has become active in order to end the
constitutional and political crises in the country

In view of the tension between the state institutions,
the council has called a representative meeting of

twyers' D;Lxmzx[]uns across the country at 11:30 am

vention

Tt said

a
on April

The meeting, which will be held at the PBC office,
will mull aver a strategy to defuse the prevailing pnht-
ical tension. The council said the country cannot afford

the troublesome situation

and

Female mule arrested
with ice drug wrapped
around her legs

ISLAMABAD: The

(ANF) recovered 2kg and 455 grams of ice dry

from a woman mule at Islamabad Internationa
Airport during a joint operation with the Airport
Security Force (ASF) on Thursday.
was a Peshawar resident and was going to Jeddah
when she was caught. She had concealed the ice
m clothes while some of the ice dug was

wrapped around her legs.

In another operation. three drug peddlers were
detained with 10 kg and 800 grams of hashish at
Kaak Pull Islamabad. The recovered dugs were
ed to various customers by rick-

being deliver
shaw.

Separately, ANF and Frontier Corps (FC)
seized 21 kg of hashish from plastic bags in a |

joint operation in Khyber.

According to ANF spokespersons, accused
have been booked in separate cases under Anti-
Marcotics Act and further investigations have

heen launched INP

ISLAMABAD:A girl is buvmg bang]a from stall at Jmnall Super
Market as the preparation of Muslims grand event Eid-ul-Fitr in con-
il

tinued

ese

livestock

The woman Thursday

Euvemme
sband

ISLAMABAD:

liLAMt\B AD: A

IIangeng Trading, spe-
cialized in animal hus-

country's agriculture and
Gwadar Pro reported on

Ow ers:u ort
Company (COPY
In an_interview with
Gwadar Pro, Ali Bukhari,
Coordinator of COP
said that the company has
signed MOUs with
federal and prov
5 in animal
and livestoek,
as they mE interested in
investing in these sectors
develop
farms and animal hea

He  said
hinese expert
gmlennn will b]lng

which are in his favour,” he
added. “We will never bow to
the violation of law; we will
fight on every front 1o safeguard
the Constituiion and the coun-
he vowed The three-mem-
committee includes former
remier Yousaf Raza Gillani,
ederal Minister Syed Naveed
Qamar and Qamar
Zaman Kaira,

The committee will approach
1l parties in the coalition govern-
ment to diseuss the issue of dia-
logue among the u]mca] g_ar—
ties, including the
development came dhu furmu
rmdem and Pakistan People’s
arty (PPP) co-Chairman Asif
Ali* Zardari urged Prime
Minister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif to
hold talks with opposition. INP

Attempt to
smuggle 10
truckloads of
wheat foiled

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Agricultural Storage and Services
Corporation Limited (PASSCO)
has successfully thwarted a wheat
smuggling attenpt by intercepting
10 trucks loaded with wheat an
ized 6,000 sacks in Hafizabad on

transported to various
Punjab and‘Khyb&r Pakh[unkh»\a
(K“Jf

The authorities have transferred
the seized wheat 1o Passco centre,
Also, a ban has been imposed on
transporting wheat outside the dis-
trict.

According to PASSCO sources.
the authorities have also carri
out nreraunm against wheat
smugglers in Niki Chattha, Iqbal
Magar and Chak Chattha. INP

PM orders
comprehensive
fire control strategy
for Karachi

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
directed chalking out a compre-
hensive stral\.gy m control fire
incidents in Karachi-

e prime mmmer stated this as
he paid wribute to the four fire
fighters who lost their lives while
putting out a fire in Karachi. He
expressed s\ntpalhy and condo-
lences to the families of the fire
fighters Sharif urged the Sindh
govemnment to provide financial
assistance to the families of the
fire fighters, particularly for the
education of their children. He also
directed to provide best treatment
and medical facilities to the
injured INP

Local admin
decides to take
strict measures
against dengue

KHANEWAL: The local dis-
trict administration has decided to
take strict measures to eradicate
the suspected presence of dengue
larvae after the recent rains.

In this regard, 400 teams of the
health depanmem have been
for dengue surveillance,
saird T)epu!y Cominissioner Wasim

cclufthc, amhumu.b

o city service stauons re shcps
and the central graveyard to
achieve the objective. He aski
surveillance teams 1o distribute
pamphlets among citizens to make
them aware of the hazards. INP

el

David Miliband, Presltlenl and (‘FU of International
Rescue Committee, called on Federal
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at Finance DIVI!IDII.

Chinese company

to establish breeding farms

across Pakistan

animal
company

industry, amimals safe

China Bukhari
Tolding

uoting

rovince, In

the

vaccines o
Pakistan. They will hold
workshops and seminars

educate students and

the farmers can keep their
from the
effects of climate change.
said
agreements will be signed
with universities of each
Rahim Yar

han, Punjab the con- and
struction of a breedin
farm along with a animal  a

health care unit is already
under construction while
KPK breeding farm will
start soon

band:{ livestock and  farmers . Khawaja Fareed
Aloe Yera is establishing The animal vm:ane University {
» breeding research centers  will be easily accessible  Engineering
Anti-Narcotic  Force | 414" health units acr to local Ffirmers and Information Tel,hnnlng“
Pakistan to improve because of the vaccine Rahim Yar Khan

(KFUEIT) and Ilnnhmg
will jointly establish a
bree mg research center
that FUEIT which will
work on livestock farm-
ing, breeding center, stu-
dent training progran
research on different
varieties of Aloe Vera, he

TENDER NOTICE

‘The DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TREASURIES & ACCOUNT inviles

®

fonertd

breeding
il

that the
team of

upplyof
Tender Fee Rs.1000)- TSE-222304292061
Only electronic bid will be submitied, No physical bid (s required

1 ICTEquipmentiNetwork, surve llance devioes,
siorage Office Equipment)
unk: 11)

65,0004

h great zeal across the country,

Proturements mn he made under the Balochista1 Public

Compleiy 1,
2t least 6, NMDDP!RmSS-WMM Presence
inActive Tax Payer List. Sales Tax Ceriificate. The bidding firm must
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President upholds “dismissal from service” penalty
against woman harasser

LAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi has upheld the penalty of dismissal from service on the Assistant Vice
President of the Zarai Taragiati Bank Limited ﬁz TBL) after it was proven beyond doubt that he had sexually
harassed a female emtpm;ee of the bank. The President also enhanced the fine of Rs 5 lacs, imposed by the
Federal Ombudsman for Protection against Harassment of Women at Workplace (FOSPAH), to Rs 6 lacs on the
accused considering the serious mental trauma he must have caused to the victim.

The President gave this decision while rejecting a representation filed by an Assistant Vice President ZTBL (the
accused) against the decision of FOSPAH. He also rejected the representation filed by ZTBL in this case on
account of the bank having no locus standi. In his decision, the President stated that the accused had failed to
point out any irregularity in the proceedings conducted by FOSPAH which were based on the true appraisal of
evidence. “In Pakistan, the message of the the law, and its is loud and clear that we
want to ensure a society where women are free to work and have a safe environment in all public places that
allows them to become fully participating members of society”. he a ;

The President also upheld the order that since the complainant had been terminated from service in utter vio-
lation of the law and rules i.e., conducting no regular inquiry against her and providing no opportunity of hear-
ing to her, the termination order of the m was quite illegal and unlawful and could not stand intact. He fur-
ther upheld FOSPAH’s direction that it would be deemed as if no order of termination was made and the com-
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plainant was still a bank emplayee, and she would be entitled to all her benefits till today
The President rejected the representation by stating that the accused failed to cross-examine the complainant
on vital aspects of the marter i.e.. the allegation of sexual harassment and hence for that matter the said allega-
tions were presumed to be admitted and proved on the record. He noted that the evidence produced by the com-
plainant seemed credible and confidence-inspiring, whereas the accused had been unable to shater or discredit
the evidence adduced bx the complainant. He held that the Ombudsman had rightly observed in the impugned
order that admittedly other male staff was also working in the branch but none of them had been charped by the
complainant for any sexual harassment and there seemed no reason to falsely charge the accused. As per the
details, a female Officer Grade-11 (the complainant) workmgsa( ZTBL's branch'in Gujranwala had filed a harass-
ment complaint against the accused hefore the Ombudsman. She had alleped that the accused's office was in close
roximity to her office and was caught recording her videos on his mobile £1|one During (hemql;\eg' proceedings
ore the Ombudsman, the complainant produced her affidavit wherein she stated that the accused had sexually
harassed her and on 09.04.2019 the accused had physically touched her. In her cross-examination, the accused
did not ask any question on denial of the specific allegation of sexual harassment. FOSPAH in its decision had
held the accused guilty of sexual harassment of the complainant beyond any doubt and liable to be awarded pun-
ishment in terms of the Protection Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act INP

Intercropping,
solution to Pakistan's
agricultural challenges

fertilizers and water,” said Dr Atta, noting that this sug-
arcane-raya intercropping system has been the most
successful intercropping so far, which will increase
production of raya and edible oil after being shared
with farmers, .

Sugarcane-based intercropping system now focuses
on intercropping with chickpea, maize, bras-
sica, berseem, wheat, and pea. After the sowing of sug-
arcane, the initial 120 days is the gap when the growt
is very slow. Farmers can utihize the extra space
between two rows for the cultivation of other crops
without using extra water and fertilizers T

While the idea behind wheat-based intercropping is
to decrease the wheat Iudpn% problem by introducing
strips as a wind pressure breaker and [mm\iuunﬁ
legume crops to maintain the health of the soil an
improve biodiversity Wheat-based intercropping sys-
tem now includes wheat intercropping with chickpea,
maize, brassica, and berseem.“Countries like Pakistan
need intercropping because it is a challenge tﬁdprnwda
food to the growing population. It ensures food securi-
iy and helps Tarmers carn o peasonable Income.” said

r Muhammad Haider Bin Khalid, Deputy Director,
NRClAccording to Prof, Athar Mahboob, Vice
Chancellor, Islamia University of Bahawal pur, there is
potential in intercropping as from 1-acre land, it can

ISLAMABAD: Intercropping farming is a best
solution to Pakistan's agricultural challenges, says a
report carried by Gwadar Pro on Thursday.

“As you know that at the end of the season, we face
a shortage of wheat. Keeping this in mind, we did the
intercropping of wheat with sugarcane,” said Dr
Imran, who is | hy

m& at the National
F\l CI

op
Rescarel Center of Intercropping

“We plant sugarcane on 31 lakh acres of land in
Pakistan_ If we utilize 50 percent of this area for inter-
rapping, we can et an average of 70 percent yield of
our total production y
esides, as this sugarcane plant starts growing after
120 days, if we utilize this property of sugarcane and
%]et 25 'mounds of wheat per acre during this period,
then we can save the millions of dolfars spent on
import,” explained Dr.Imran. Now multiple sugarcane-
based and wheat-based intercropping crops are planted
as_experiments by which was established in
2021 in the Islamia University of Bahawalpur with the
collaboration of China Similarly, Dr Atta told Gwadar
Pro how he planted sugarcane-raya intercropping. “We
kept a distance of 1 foot between them. In the shades of
Kayaéu]ams. there forms optimized li%hl and tempera-
tre. So we are expecting more yi ion, there

ks 5 |
ISLAMABAD: David iband, President and CEO of the International Reseue Committee ealls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,

Eid holidays for

Law minister

schools announced

LAHORE: The private schools in
Lahore have announced a holiday
package for Eidul Fitron Thursday

According to the announcement by
the private schools, the Fid holidays
will” be observed from April 21
(Friday) to 24 (MundayNhn schools
will reopen on April 25 INP

Pakistani rupee
deals a heavy
blow to US dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani rupee
dealt a heavy blow to the US dollar in
the interbank market on Thursday as
the local currency shot up by Rs2/02

According to fhe mformation made
available by the forex dealers, the
rupee skyrocketed by over rupees two
and was currently being traded at
Rs284 60

On Wednesday, the Pakistani rupee
had recovered some ground against
the US dollar, appreciating by 063%
in the interbank market. The local cur-
rency settled at 286.62, an increase of

Rs1 81
Market experts had attributed topsy-
turvy situation towards the lack of
developments on the resumption of
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme, which has
remained stalled since last year.

The resumption of the” IMF pro-
gramme is crucial for the cash-
strapped South Asian ownum?(. which
is ba(d\g]g high inflation and low for-
eign exchange reserves. )

n akey development, the IMF in its
latest report, the World Economic
Outlook (WEOQ), revised downward
the GDP growth rate projection for
Pakistan from 2% to 0.5% for the cur-
rent fiscal year, ie., 2023. The Fund
?m&‘;cled a_rise in_inflation from

9.9% to 27.1% and unemployment
from 6.2% to 7% INP

Five shot dead
over monetary
issue in Kharian

KHARIAN: Five persons died and
three sustained critical injuries in a fir-
ing incident between two groups over
some monetary issue in Trerwanwala,
Kharian, police said on Thursday

The members of Mehar ?mup came
to the dera of Haji Fazal to collect
maney. As the malter escalated, both
sides fired shots at each other.

Resultantly, 53-year-old
Muhammad ‘Nawaz of Fazal Group
died in the ﬂrlnﬁ while 40-year-old
Nasir Mehar, 30-year-old Eaddam
Butt and 40-year-old Sajjad Mithu of
Mehar Group were also ameng the
deceased. :

Haji Fazal, Fhsan and Faisal sus-
tained injuries in the incident INP

WHO eyes new

Covid variant as

Pakistan reports
28 cases

ISLAMABAD: The World Health
Organization (WHO) has laid its focus
on a new Covid-19 variant as Pakistan
reported a drop in daily infections
with no fatality during ‘the last 24
hours, showed the data released by the
National Institute of Health (NTH) on
Thursday morning.

According to the NIH data, the
death toll in'the country remained the
same at 30,654 whereas the number of
total infections now soared to
1,580,257 after adding the fresh 28

cases

During the last 24 hours, 3,985 tests
were conducted throughout Pakistan
whereas the positivity ratio slumped to
0.70%, The number of patients in crit-
ical care stood at 18.

New Covid variant “Arcturus'
appears to have different symptom

'he World Health Organization
(WHO) has its eye on a new Covid
variant which seems to have a new
symptom in children rarely caused by
other Omicron subvariant:

Dubbed as Arcturus, XBB.1.16 is
fuelling a new surge in many countries
including US,~ Singapore, and
Australia, among others.

eclar 16 a

e XBI
“variant under monitoring” in late
March saying that it is the most trans-
missible variant yet INP

fears ‘collision’ between
institutions

ISLAMABAD: The ruling
coalition Thursday rejected the
formation of a Iargler bench on the
Supreme Court Bill, with the law
minister fearing a "collision"
between in:

During a joint press conference
of the ruling coalition parties,
Federal Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar said that the situa-
fion was going towards a clash.

“We know
nghts. An attempt is being
to stop the Parliament from lgglhs-

e

lation and curtail its powers,

“All the pillars of the state
should work within their limits.
The Supreme Court constituted
the larger bench before the legisia-
ton_and fixed the hearing. The
hearing has been scheduled hasti-
ly,” he added. .

“Tt has never hﬂ?pened in the
past that a case was fixed for hear-
g before the enactment of the

The current situation is
alarming,” he stated.

“Sentor judges were not includ-

-3

ed in the larger bench. The select-
ed Jludges have been included in
the larger bench. Many bar associ-
ations of the country have also
called the formation of the bench
wrong,” he asserte

“We are using our constitution-
al and democratic right.
hoped that this controversial
bench will be dissolved today,”
the law minister expressed opti-
mism.

“We

now how to protect our
rights. An attempt is being made
1o stop the Parliament from legis-
lation and curtail its powers,”™ he
added

“All the pillars of the state
should work within their limits.
The ourt constituted
the larger bench before the legisla-
tion and fixed the hearing. The
hearing has been scheduleéshasli-
Iy,” he added

“It has never ha%p&ned in the
past that a case was fixed for hear-
ing before the enactment of the
law. The current situation is
alarming,” he stated INP

Incumbent Govt
running away from

election:

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insafl’ leader and former minister
Fawad Chaudhry has said that
under the Constifution, the deci-
sion of the Supreme Court is final
and elections must be held within
90 days )

Talking to media here on
Thursday, he said that the judicial
system "in_Pakistan is being
ridiculed. The courts give orders
but they are flouted, he added.

According to the constitution,
the decision of the Supreme Court
is final and no government can
refuse to obey the order, Fawad
added

The PTI leader said that the PT1
was fighting to uphold the
s_ulj:remncy of the judiciary.
“Today lawyers are apqeann
the courts as usual, the whole
country 1s standing by the
Suprerne Court

AJK apex court

Fawad

He said the PML-N has a histo-
1y of attacks on the judiciary
Fawad said that the incumbent
overnment was_running away
rom the election, The prime min-
ister has to invite the PTI for
talks; and the party would consti-
fute & negotiating team, he contin-
ued The%’TI leader said that the
house of lawyer Azhar Siddique
was attacked at night. A Molotov
was thrown at his hiouse in an
attempt to frighten him. R

Speaking on the oaccasion,
Hammad Azhar said that the
PDM government was shaking in
the boots. Police tortured Zile
Shah to death. When the police
officials talk with us privately,
they say they are “under pres-
sure”. He said that an attempt was
made to scare Azhar Siddique by
throwin; Melotev  at his
house I

refuses interim

relief to disqualified PM Ilyas

MUZAFFARABAD: The
Sué)remle Court of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir has refused to grant
interim

ﬁwme m

yas. , .

Refusing to grant interim relief
to Ilyas, the Supreme Court
upheld its disqualification deci-
sion i

The request for interim relief
by the legal team of Sardar
bIam,eer was declared inadmissi-

relief 10 disqualified

ister Sardar Tanveer

le,

The AJK chief justice repri-
manded Ilyas’s lawyer that for the
first time, objections were raised
thrice_on_a case. “Is this your
qualification?” the CJ questioned.

The former prime minister di
not apologize, but said “if there
has been contempt, 1 apologize”,
the chief ju remar

The Constitution is supreme,
and is made up of the assembly.
the Chief Justice The former
prime minister also does not value
the post of premier of this House,
the CJ remarked llyas's lawyer

argued that the high court did not
give his client an opportunity to
explain. The Constitution gave
this to every citizen to
answer their questions, lawyer
Tanveer Tlvas When his videos
were played in the court, he
admitted "the insulting words,
Chief Justice Muzaffarabad: After
his admission, would the court
gpolozize o lim? Chie? Justice
ustifies what he said and says,
“I'm sorry if it’s an insult, Chief’
Justice.” We are not hearing the
appeal at this time, we are hearing
whether the l]ppﬁ' is admissible
or not, Chief Justice
Disqualification .
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir
{AJK) Supreme Court had on
Wednesday rejected  Sardar
Tanveer llyas's appeal challeng-
ing his_disqualification in con-
tempt of court case Ilvas was dis-
qualified by the Kashmir
IE Court from holdmgr any
public office after he was found
ﬁullty of contempt of court on
uesday. INP

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf launching the
i

are no weeds. Afier raya dropped d e
leaves will give sugarcane organic matter.” According
to him, after harvesting the raya crops, they plan 10

“We

plant soybean as t
will

PTIAJK
chapter
authorises Imran
to nominate
new PM

Iﬂ AHOR fj‘ih
Parliamentary Party of the
BITS Asad ?’ashlrpr
chapter has reposed its
complete trust in leader-
ship of Chairman Imran
Khan,

A meeting of the lead-
e arliamentary
Party of the PTI's Azad
Kashmir chapter held
here at Zaman Park late
on Wednesday night with
Imran Khan in chair.

During the meeting,
legal matters pertaining to
disqualification of Sardar
Tanveer llyas came under
discussion. The meeting
also mulled over different
names for the new prime
minister The meeting was
attended by disqualified
rime  minister

anveer Tlyas and the new
interim prime minister
Khawaja Farooq and oth-

ers.

The PTI Parliamentary
Party of Azad Kashmir
chapter, reposing its trust
in Imran Khan's leader-
ship, gave him authority
to nominate the new
rime minister of Azad

ashmir :

The parliamentary
party pmpmnad the nomi-
iation of the new prime
minister pending the deci-
sion of the appeal of
Sardar Tanveer llyas in
Azad 1](\?'5)hm|r Supreme

ECC
approves
subsidised
e-bikes scheme

ISLAMABAD:  The
Economic  Coordination
Commillee  (ECC) on

Thursday approved a loan
scheme 1o provide e-
hikes/e-nickshaws on zero
percent markup and repay-
ment in three vears.
Federal Minister for
Finance Ishaq Dar accord-
ed the approval while pre-
siding over the meeling of
e ECC of the
Cabinet. During  the meet-
ing. the Ministry of
Industries and Production
submitted  a  summary
regarding financing facilify
for electric bikes (E-bikes)
and E-Rickshaws As per
the staterment i by the
finance ministry, the min-
istry presented details on
the viability, and demand
of electric bikes and incen-
tive structure for potential
users to make electric hikes
affordable “In order to cre-
ate quick mdfsus[mmble

eman: for
Bikes/Rickshaws in the
country, the ECC after dis-
cussion _approved Prime
Minister’s Youth Business
&  Agricullure  Loan
Scheme (PMYB&ALS)
‘model NP

¥

titution APP in-connection with Golden Jubilee Celebration of Constitution of

Consi
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

he soil is ide
get three crops from it without adding any extra

ield. Tn add
down its leav

. these

leal for its growth, “W

get 1.5 to 2 acres' product
cessfully and sustainably produced
roduction so far and have rolled out the technology
mtercropping is a highly promising technoloy
scarce and precious agricultural land,” he sai

on. “Qur scientists have suc-
equal to 1.4 acres’

on our
NP

Parliament can’t be
stopped from
legislation: Kaira

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilzgit-
Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira on
Thursday said that nobody could pre-
vent the parliament from using its
authority and incumbent government
would not compromise or accept it,

“Do you want to prevent the parlia-
ment from using its authority? We will
nol accept it and not compromise on it,”
Kaira emphasised

!\ddmssin%l a_press conference here,
he said that the Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Bill, 2023 is with the
parliament and hasn’t been signed by the
president {]ﬁl but the Supreme Court has
taken up the pleas against it

he ruling alliance on Thursday
rejected the eight-member bench consti-

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Iran ¢
Khawaja Muhammad Asif Federal Minister of Defence.

Pakistan extradites murder
suspect to UK

LONDON: A 74-year-old man has

been extradited to the UK from
Pakistan and charged with the murder
of a female West Yorkshire police
officer who was shot dead during a
robbery in 2005, reported British
media on Thursday

Piran Ditta Khan arrived in the UK
and was taken into custody at a West
Yorkshire police station, the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) said

Police  officer PC  Sharon
Beshenivsky, 38, was fatally shot
while responding to an alarm at a trav-
el agent in Bradford

She was a mother to three children
and two stepchildren, and had only
served nine months on the force when
she was killed

Her shift partner PC  Teresa
Millburn was also shot in the same
incident, but survived

Piran Ditta Khan has been charged
with murder, robbery, two counts of
possessing a firearm with intent to
endanger life and two counts of pos-

mted to hear petitions challengu;% the
Supreme Court (Prsctice and Procedure)
Bill 2023, despening the rifts between
the coalition government and the superi-

or udsiary :

he coalition ’Eadnm vowed to resist
attempts to take away parliament’s
authority and to interfere in its constitu-
tional scope.

Earlier this week, the bill was passed
by a joint sining of parliament after
President Dr Anf Alvi returned it
Subsequently, four separate petitions
were filed Raja Amer Khan,
Chaudhry Ghulam Hussain, Mohammad
Shafay Munir, and Khwaja Tarig Rahim
among others, under Ariicle 184(3) of
the Constitution, asking the top court to
set aside the bilLINP

ed Muhammad Ali Hossen called on

sessing a prohibited weapon

A spokesperson for the CPS said the
charges agaim[ Mr Khan were autho-
rised in 2 06, leading to the issuing of
the extradition warrant.

Joanne Jakymec, chief erown prose-
cutor for the CPS, said: A suspeet
wanted in connection with the murder
of PC Sharon Beshenivsky in
Bradford in 2005 has been extradited
to the UK from Pakistan thanks to the
continued hard work of prosecutors in

e CPS's extradition and internation-

al units
"Since Piran Ditta Khan was arrest-
ed in Pakistan in 2020, our specialist
rosecutors have been working close-
y with our Pakistani partners to com-
plete the legal rrmr.ess in the country
s0 that he could be extradited back to
England to face the allegations from
almost 20 years ago."

Khan has been remanded in custody
and is due to appear before
Westminster Magistrates Court on
Thursday, April 13 INP

Chinese enterprises full of
confidence in
Pakistan's digitization

ISLAMABAD: Chinese enterprises
have full of confidence in Pakistan's dig-
itization, Gwadar Pro reported on
Thursday

“The digitization of Pakistan has been
fundamentally progressing and will
accelerate in the coming decade. We are
confident about the benefits of a digital
society and [ am certain that through our
converged technologies and innovative
solutions, we will make more contribu-
tions to digital Pakistan,” said Wang
Hua, Chairman and CEO of Zong 4G in
their  recently  released annual
Sustainability Report for the
titled “Building Pakistan —
Better Future”™ o

A report on Pakistan's digital journey,

for  Digital

uilding a

Recommendations

Transformation in Pakistan released by
the Overseas Investors Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DICCI) argues
that digitization has the potential to add
$60 billion to the economy by 2030 if
the government creates a favourable

investment climate for local and foreign
investors to fill in the larpe gaps in digi-
tal infrastructure and connectivity,

The importance of digital innovation
in Pakistan cannot be overstated as it can
help the country overcome the barriers
of distance and connectivity that have
been challenges for  many  years,
Pakistan has attached great importance
to the development of digital economy
In recent years )

The country has established safe
cities in Islamabad and Lahore, China-
Pakistan fiber-optic cable, smart class-
rooms and other projects in collabora-
tion with Chinese enterprises to improve
Pakistan's transportation, education, sci-
entific and technological development
and industrial production. In the finan-
cial sector, the principal operators have
inereased their investment in the digital
economy and released heavyweight
apps such as_easypaisa and jazzcash,
which have effectively changed people's
business behavior and lifestyle. INP




