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involved in harassing E
young girls in Quetta

in an IED blast
in Chaman

Why equipment non functional

in Balochistan hospitals ?

SYED ALI SHAH ANALYSIS

In Balochistan’s government-run
hospitals, expensive equipment can
always be found non-functional. In the

rovinee's  larg :slrv}zmernm:nl run

hospital, the Bolan Medical Complex

Hospital (BMCH). the angiography
-md angioplasty machines are out of
order for the last two and half years.

This is nothing new in Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan. Now
patients and their attendants are men-
tally prepared for this. Expensive
machines meluding CT-Scan, MRI,
angi fgraph), elc can always be Fuund
out of order in BMCH and civil hospi
tals. District headquarters hos \las
basic health units, and rural health cen-
ters paint a_bleak picture when it
comes to health facilities and services.

This daily’s
report about
out of order
machines fell
on deaf ears

This daily recently reported a news
item regardmg the non-functional
angiography and angioplasty
machines. Nevertheless, the provineial
high-ups including the Chief Secretary,
Secretary of Health, and other con-
cerned officials preferred not to take
nouce The report rather fell on deaf

&

Il is crystal clear that deserving and

poor patients and their attendants are
the worst sufferers of the non-func-
tional expensive machines. The doc-
tors and the para-medics are the bene-
ficiaries of this.

Patients
the worst

sufferers of

out order
machines

If the machines are out of order,
the patients have no option other
than to conduct the tests and proce-
dures in private hospitals and clin-
ies. Balochistan Health Minister,
Syed Ehsan Shah told this daily that
there are reports that doctors and
paramedics deliberately make these
expensive machines out of order
Senior doctors rejected the min
ter’s claim and held the latter
responsible for all the mess in the
health department.

In this blame game between doc-
tors and the minister, the common
man is the worst sufferer. The
provincial government in general
and the health department in particu-
lar should make the machines func-
tional since it is their core responsi-
bility.

Coordinators case: Govt fails to submit details
in Balochistan High Court

Syed Ali Shat

QUETTA Balochistan government
failed to submit details of coordinators to
the Chief Mimster in the Balochistan High
Court (BHC)

division bench of the BHC comprising
the Chief Justice (CJ), Mr._ Justice Naeem
Akhtar Afghan, and Ir. Jusice Muhammad
Amir Rana heard the case regarding the
g&emtmem of around 30 coordinators to
Balochistan

Govt must submit
details in the next
hearing: CJ

FIA arrests accused involved in
harassing young girls in Quetta

Staff Reporter

QUETTA The Federal
[nvuh n Agency (FIA) amrest-
h nvs Ul]Vl.d Jrlgscdx\xah

anassﬂ oung girls on Friday.
c‘% Cifne Circle Guetta
arrested lhe accused of sexually
harassing young girls from Quetta
using modem resources, seized the
mnbﬁe phone and sent it for foren-

The accused
was threatening

young girls Accouding t he spokesnan,
for hacking e e mg

mobile hacking, demanding inde-
cent photos, the accused was also

their mobile

blm:kmmlum the victim girls for fo injuries
ma

een starl- tled as Bashir Ahmed succumbed cwld not be ascertained.
10 Injuries 0 way 10 the HOSPI o scmior samRosSnaon oans  of the Pk diatic

The court had directed the provincial
government to submit details about the
coordinators and spokesman to the CM
Balochistan earlier this month,
However, the Advocate General failed
to submit details about the coordina-
tors.

In his remarks, the CJ BHC, Mr.
Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan said the
government should tell the court if it is
not in a position to submit details about
coordintors.

The government must submit details
about the coordinators to the CM
Balochistan in the next hearing of the
case, the top judge of the province
ordered.

Hearing
adjourned till
Monday

The hearing of the case was
adjourned till Monday. Sadiq Khilji
Advocate. a Quetta-based lawyer had
challenged the appointment of around
30 coordinators to  the CM
Balochistan. Mr. Khilji pleaded in his
constitutional petition that the govern-
ment appointed coordinators to please
political and tribal personalities.

3 chlldren killed i

Sardar M.Khondai

CHAMAN:At least three chil-
dren were killed when an impro-
vised explosive device (IED)
exploded in Chaman, Pakistan’s
bordering city with Afghanistan. —
Police sources said the [ED went -
ff at an abandoned mud-walled
house in the Rehman Kahol area of
They said two brothers
identified as ‘Abdul Quddus and
Matiullah were killed on the spot -

in an IED

blast in Chaman

The third child = 4
succumbed from Chaman o Quetta. A bomb  reached the spot as an investigation
disposal squad was called into the  into the incident went underway,
bl area to conduct a complete sweep- 4 This {m:\denl ha; come a few
erial — ing of the entire area lays after a_pen_bomb severel
tered and Vhereas, the third child identi- '"Fhe motive l\el' the mm myured & SNt inside & madras.

(seminary) in the Saranan area

NA passes resolutlon upholding parliament’s
prerogatlve of legislation

The National Assembly (NA) on Friday passed a resolution declaring
lhwu\mmm s prerogative of legislation could not be usurped or inter-

The resolution moved by PPP MNA Ali Musa Gilani also referred to a
Supreme Court order, wherein the apex court, in an “anticipatory injunc-
tion”, barred the government from enforcing a proposed law targeting the
suo mofu powers of the chief justice of Pakistan

The order — issued by an eight-member bench including Chief Justice
of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial & day azo — said its decision would “pre-
vent imminent apprehended dangér that is me arable” as soon as the
I‘supreme Court (Practice and Procedure) Bl 3 becomes an act of par-

iament.

The bill was initially passed by both houses of parliament and sent to the
president for his assent. However, the president had sent it back, saying
that the proposed law travelled * heym the competence of par]\amem

On Monday. the bill was passed by a joint sitting of parliament with cer-
tain amendments, amid a noisy protest from PTI fawmakers.

As per the Constitution, the bill will be sent to the president once again

for his assent, and if he daes not sign it within ten days, assent will be |

deemed to have been ted
However, with the %C s order, the implementation of the law that will

interfere

resources, adding

enacted Web Desk

subsequently come into effect has been halted
The resolution passed in the NA today said: “This house strongly rejects
the aggressive attempt of the Supreme Court of Pakistan to abrogate the
ungueslmned constitutional authority of the parliament to make legislation
uneriuwocal]y clanfies that this authority cannot be abrogated nor

It added that the House regretted that a state nrgfn had “openly violat-
ed” the Constitution on an occasion marking its g
The resolution said powers of the state were fﬂwded into three institu-
tions — the judiciary, legislature and executive Fer the Constitution
and none was authorised to, interfere in the affairs of
The resolution further said that gar]lamem had the power to approve or
disapprove the bm‘lﬁer_ financial bil
at no one could take away, suspend or revoke this

den jubilee.

e other.

s, economic matters and release of

11 stressed that doing so was tantamount to violating the basic concept
of the Cunslnulmn an demn\lshmg n

concern” that the Supreme Court

on
(Practice and Pmcedure) B\I\ 202; was fixed for heanng before a “contro-
versial and unilateral eight-member bench”™ of the SC even before it was
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Balochistan census

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan®s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and apprehen-
sions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist political parties,

The census staff is yet to reach the people living in urban parts of the
Eruvince What to speak about the remote areas of the province, which covers

alf of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of entire

Pakistan,

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan

Specific law and order situations. rugged mountains, long distances, plains,
and administrative issues make it very difficult to make sure proper and accu-
rate counting of all individuals in Balochistan

As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% population of
the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. Tt is ironic fate if this
meager population is not counted properly during the census of 2023

Census also a sensitive topic in Balochistan

Like in some cities of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to be
one of the sensitive topics in Balochistan. Almost all political parties are skep-
tical about the process of the current enumeration/census.

he Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of Afghan

refugees in the census process and fear that this would bring a demographic

change in Balochistan. Similarl

g

, the Pashtoen nationalist parties fear that their

(ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored under the garb of Afghan

refugees.

Balochistan makes up only 6% population
The resource-rich province of Balochi

of the entire country
has a nominal

on in the

parliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a total of 342,
The province has no say in the formation of the federal government, and distn -
bution of development funds under the federal public sector development pro-
gram (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share of 6% percent in services is
swallowed by Islamabad through fake domiciles

Balochistan is la;

ing behind all ather provinces in terms of key social indi-

cators including education, health, sanitation and clean drinking water.
Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of the

Wworst governance.

To be precise, all political parties should put their heads together and bury the
hatchet and come up with one point agenda that a fair and transparent census
should be conducted before it is already late

Drinking Water Quality Status And

Due to intimidating
increase in population an
rapid-fire industrialization.
dnnking water quality is
being deteriorated day by
day " in Pakistan. ‘This
review sums up the issues
of colorful cxploration
studies  conducted  for
drinking water quality sta-
tus of different arcas of
Pakistan by taking i
account the physicochemi-
cal parcels of drinking
water as well as the pres-
ence of colorful pathogenic
microorganisms. About 20
of the whole population of
Pakistan has sccess to safe
drinking water.

The remaining 80 of
population is foreed to use
unsafe drinking water dug
to the failure of safe and
healthy drinking water
sources.  The primary
source of impurity 15 sew-

erage( fecal) which is con-
siderably discharged into
drinking water  system

s

and treatment technologics
to overcome hygienic can-

dition of drinking water
inventories  in Sfﬂ:r\:ﬂ:
arcas istan.

Water quality:

Drinking water is mainly
taken from surface and
underground aquifers near
nvers and canals. Surface
water quality is rapidly
declining duc to the addi-
tion of raw municipal and
industrial wastewater as

funoff

s da
source of pollution is the
disposal of poisonous
chemicals from artificial
backwaters, fungicides,
and discases from hus-
bandry sources inte the
water bodies.
_ Anthropagenic  condi-
tioning beget waterbome
conditions that constitute
ul 80 of all conditions
are responsible for 33
of deaths. This review
highlights the drinking
water quality. impurity
sources, sanitation situa-
tion. ar f unsafe
water on humans
There’s immediate need to

well as
to the water source, When
niver water flow is at iis
maximum. it contains a
highly concentrated sus-
pension. Most rivers are
long and thin and do not
SUpPOrt AQUALIC SPECies.

¢t is clear that these
waters are contaminated
with facces and need to be
treated  appropriatcly 1o
remove fhe contaminants
for human consumption. In
Pakistan, four major cilies

use surface water; these are
Islamabad, Karachi,
Rawalpindi and
Hyderabad.

The main cause of

take defensive measures

s
s o
microbiological contami-
nation is the mixing of the
commen sewer with the
domestic water supply. In

most  rural c:
Pakistan, surface water is
used for drinking after
slow sand f tion, and
chlorination _is not
formed at filtration sta-
[ In most rural areas,
there is no pre-treatment
facility for water purifica-
tion. All this deficiency is
due to microbial contami-
nation and poor waler qual-

f

i
" Sources of
Contamination.
Microbiological
Contaminants:
akistan, microbial
pollution has been discov-
cred as onc of the scrious
problems in rural as well as
ban arcas. This is dug to
ipe, pollu-

waler and
forth
Chemical Contaminants;
Chemical pollutants that
come from industrics, s
sediments and agricultural

supplics,

Its Sources Of Contamination

&

runoff, ie pesticides and
ferrilizers, enter water
sources. In Pakistan, the
use of fertilizers and pesti-
cides is around 5.6 million
tns and 70,000 tons

P
gross pro
These
Iy insecticides. leach into
groundwater by mixing
with imrigation water and
rainwater. Between 1988
and 2000, about 107 sam-
taken  from
and 31 sam-
ples showed clear pesticide
contamination above the
limits set by the Food and
Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations
(FAO) and WHO. Another
significant problem  for
amundum\:r n Pakistan is
igher salt concentration,
which b
irrigation activitics, salt
issolution 1n soil, seawa-
ter intrusion and chemical
indusiries. Salinity affects
major areas of Balochistan,
PK and Punjab.
Wastewater from indus-
trics and houscholds has
high levels of arsenic,

y Aryal khan panizai

becoming a serious prol
e major cities of
Sindh and Punjab. about
of people’ were
exposed fo more than 30
ppm of arsenic. Fluoride
concentrations above the
le limit cause
m_the  main
regions of Balochistan,
Punjab and Sindh. Dental
fluorosis is common in
Sindh, Punjab and KPk
Floods Cause Major
amage to  Drainage
Svstem:In Pakistan, floods
have created serious envi-
ronmental problems. They
damage pipes and event:
ally cause sewage to ov
flow into water bodies
Severe flooding destroyed
buildings and crops. All
these subsiances can cause
toxic chemicals and oils to
be disch; into rivers,
sireams, and can
lead 1o the death of aquatic
organisms. Many chemical
pollutants enter floodwa-
ters in their path. Current
severe floods (2010) and
heavy rains have damaged
805 of Nowshera, destroy-
ing 40% of infrastructure.
The total number of houses
destroyed and damaged
Human Health Impact:
_ Due to the poor sanita-
fion system, treatment, and
monitoring, drinking water
quality deteriorates. The
prosence of toxic chemi-
cals and bactena in drink-
ing water causes adverse
effect on human health
Dug to the fecal contami-
nation, people have been
suffenng from waterbome
discascs,

Our domestic violence dilemma

Against the backdrop
of Pakistan’s chaotic
political climate  that
depicts the nation’s pohit-
ical leaders playing a
game of musical chairs —
while exhibiting a sense
of misplaced bravado —
Pakistani women desper-
ately look for solutions to
i i spike in
domestic violence cases

The police have diveri-
ed ther focus towards
defusmg riots that break
out in defence of politi-
clans who toutinely eir-
cumvent the law, making
it clear that addressing
gender-based crimes 15
net their 1.0E priornty.

The lack of interest
displayed by the police in
registering FIRs  of
domestic violence is a
primary  reason
women are wary of
approaching them rrNhen
women  gather  the
strength to reach out to
the police, they are
turned away and instruct-
ed to reconcile with their
abusers. They are told
that the incident is a ‘per-
sonal matter’ and ‘beat-
ing’ is part and parcel of
marriage.

The police’s refusal to
register FIRs in domestic
violence cases highlights
the values of the patnar-
chal society we live in,
which places men in ven:
erable posts to deal with
women's issues, which
they sweep under the
rug. In 2021, the United
Nations Office of Drugs
and Crime found that
only 10 per cent of

domestic abuse to law-
enforcement  agencies
These  figures may
deceivingly suggest that
Lhemcwd‘:neeo omestic
violence s low in
Pakistan — but this is far

from true,
On March 7, 2023 the
National Commission on

Human  Rights  of
Pakistan (NCHR), in col-
laboration  with UN

Women, launched a poli-
cy brief on domestic vio-
lence that concluded that
90 per cent of women in
Pakistan have reported
being victims of domes-
tic abuse at least once in
their hifetime, During the
meeting, Minister for
Climate Change Senator
Shetry Rehman referred
o this as an “urgent mat-
ter” and said that this
data was just the tip of
the iceberg. She high-
lighted that “while 90 per
cent of women claim to
have faced some form of
domestic violence or the
other, 50 per cent da not
report it at all due to the
social and cultural barri-

ers.
The NCHR brief also
highlighted that domestic
violence . greatly
inereased during  the
Covid-19  lockdowns
with as many as
10,000-11,000 cases
recorded Aurat
Foundation, SSDO and
ADR.

Coupled with this,
socio-economic barriers
also  create  hurdles
between women and
their journey to justice.

women from separating
from their abusers (UN
Women, 2019)
Additionally, the stigma
attached o being a
divorced woman  in
Pakistan makes women
vulnerable to being ostra-
cized by saciety, includ-
ing experiencing social
isolation by families and
friends. In many cases,
they have to suﬂ)er hys-
ical, emotional and ver-
bal abuse from their fam-

ilies.

Not 15 bleak
though

Pakistan  guarantees
women protection

against domestic vio-

lence including mental,
physical and  sexual
abuse through legislation

specifically tailored to
lomestic violence. The
Punjab  Protection of
Women of Violence Act
was passed in 2016 but
was neither notified nor
implemented across the
province for six years —
till 2022, Sin and
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
have similar legislation
in force. The two
rovinces, unlike Punjab,
have cru criminal-
ized domestic violence.
Despite the law being
enacted in Sindh six
years ago, only two cases
have been prosecuted
so far. These acts
also highlight that the
state is responsible for
creating awareness
among vulnerable groups
and other stakeholders
such as the police and the
Judiciary about domestic

existence of the law,
Ima#‘ur‘ stakeholders
including the police and
Judiciary have not been
educated or trained to
tackle these matters,

The existing sections
of the Pakistan Penal
Code including Sections
352, 354, 358 and 509
criminalize using physi-
cal force on and viclating
the modesty of a woman.
Yet, despite the Penal
Code crminalizing vio-
lence and despite a sec-
ond layer of protection
being offered to women
through the domestic
violence acts, there is a
severe lack of implemen-
tation of the laws, and
domestic violence
remains widely rampant.
It is clear that simply
enac;mﬁ legislation to
criminalize domestic vio-
lence is nor enough.
Without proper imple-
mentation and training
that surround the law, the
legislation is complately
fruitless

The failure to provide

rotection to women has
ed 1o a need for commu-
nity-led initiatives. One
such organization that
helps victims of domestic

violence s ‘She-her
Foundation.” It is a
Lahore-based,  public-

interest litigation firm
that extends pro-bono
legal services o under-
privileged women and
minorities who are at the
receiving end of domes-
tic violence and are
unaware of the laws that
exist to protect them.

By Eman Omar
‘Domestic  Violence:

Why will the police not
register an FIR?", the
CEOQ

She-Her
Foundation, Aaminah
Qadir, highlights the

types of domestic vio-
lence that -s.fprevalenl in
households; forced abor-
tions, physical and sexu-
al abuse, etc. This wio-
lence is not perpetuated
only by their intimate
artners but also from
amily members such as
parents or in-laws.
She-her advocates that
to achieve é)ulqlgu safety,
the state an | society
must join forces to intro-
duce ‘reforms within the

public  sector,  This
includes hiring female
ofTicers o register

domestic vialence cases
and sensitizing them to
register offences - even
between spouses. Such
steps will empower vic-
tims_to be more forth-
coming in_ reporti iT
injustices and are critical
to ensuring that women
are provided protection
through the criminal jus-
tice system

Pakistan's  domestic
viclence dilemma is far
from resalved. In 2020,
efforts were placed to
pass an act to provide
protections to victims of
domestic  violence in
Islamabad. The bill was
met with extreme resist-

ance from the Council of
Islamic  Ideology that
deemed it to be un-

Tslamic. Objections were
raised and it was said that
the religion allows a

Governance failure
and inflation

he  famed
American
artist,  The
Notorious

exclaimed that "the more
money We cOme Across,
the more problems we
see” This also resonates
with how the government
has been managing the
country's finances — by
perpetually  borrowing
more monéy.

Successive  govern-
ments and central bank
zovernors have spectacu-
arly failed in taming
inflation over the last
three decades Lack of
wwcd;naled L,ﬁmﬂ and
moneta icy Tespons-
es, co_u;:i'ug"wn the com-
plete inability of the cen-
tral bank to keep inflation
within target range has
led to a scenario where
the cou is,

un on the
verge of a hyperinflation-

ary eyele.

lnf{ahun for March
2023 clocked in at 35 per
cent, which is amongst
highest ever levels.For
the more vulnerable seg-
ments, inflation is close
to 50 per cent, as food
prices spiral out of con-
trol A lazy excuse of pol-
icymakers both on the fis-
cal and monetary side is
blaming a commodity
super cycle for any price
increases, while' com-
pletely ignoring the cata-
strophic decisions that
fueled inflation, some of
which include incessant
obsession with disrupting
supply chains (thereby
leading to shortages) —
and by racking up debt to

ernance and inabi
expand the taxation net
he tax authority cele-
brates ~ some recon
growth in tax collections,
while 8 h
remains  considerably
lower than inflation.As
Ex Wliect.im_umcan'é even
eep pace with inflation,
the deficit is only bound
to increase fuither —
which means the state is
gn}ng to borrow more to
bridge the ever-increas-
m% eficit. 5

he evolution of infla-
tion during the last few
uarters can be tracy
back to the surge in com-
muglrtywpnces gluhuﬂ]r
which led to a completely
ahsurd decision to subsi-
dize fuel prices, effective-
Iy encouraging consump-
tion when prices are
increasing .

Preciois fareign
exchange reserves were
spent without taking into
consideration strong sig-
nals indicating a global
monetary  contraction,
which would not just
increase the cost of fund-
ing for Pakistan but also
nake access to debt more
difficult. Since we aren't
the type of people who
learn from mistakes, we
doubled down on main-
taining an overvalued Pak

rupee, and wasting more
precious oreign
exchange reserves 1o

maintain an  arbitraril
low value of the Pal
i‘upee against the US dol-
ar.

As foreign exchange
reserves dropped signifi-
cantly, the policymakers

s started rationing for-
cign exchange reserves,
thereby restricting avail-
ability’ of the same for
import of raw material or
intermediate goods, etc

is had a  snowhall
effect as that disrupted
;ugp]y_chains across all
indusiries

As industries  lost
access to imports, they
started reducing produc-
tion and eventually shut-
ting down, resulting in an
inctease_in_unemploy-
ment, The inability to
import animal feed, or
seeds, or other critical
quu:s led to a cascading
effect on the food supply
chain. Even though 1
global commadity surge
cooled down, disruption
of the local supﬁ]y chain
resulted in shortages,
which fueled inflation.

lone of this can_be
deemed as a surprise
Instead of fixing supply
chains, the government
further reallocates capital
towards subsidized
and handouts, further
leading to depravity and
more recently loss of
human life due to ill-
planned, and often selfish
MANEUVErs. :

Our policymakers still
do not seem to have any
plan The State Bank con-
tinues to print more
money to throw at the
problem, without realiz-
ing that printing more
money does not ix sup-
ply chains. Managers of
the fiscal policy refuse to

expand the tax net, and
continue  to  further
squeeze the already

women in _Pakistan The fear of being cut-off violence and how to In a documentary for woman to be lightly beat- hﬁdgf. fiscal fflg that  irying to outdo their earli-  taxed, resulting in the
reported incidents of economically deters  tackle it. Despite the BBC Urdu titled are a function ofbad gov-  er not-so-smart maneu-  emergence
Time to unite A chronic state of
Dr Farr leem l'
Human history  mill in 1947, now we er to support econom-  Political conflicts  extensive devastation po lcy erro rs
bears witness to the have 18. We had one ic growth through have destroyed the during World War 11, By Dr Khagan Hassan Najeeb
fact that countries oil refinery in_ 1947, entrepremcurship, infrastructure, disrupt-

thrive when their citi-
zens work m harmony
towards & common
goal. Collaboration
and solidarity are key
ingredients to achiev-
ing success and pros-
Rgmy. Throughout
istory, we have seen
numerous examples of
countries  achievin

great things throug!

unity and cooperation
Here are a few notable
instances:

Pakistan: At the
time of independence
Pakistan fac
extreme economic and
social challenges. The

new nation had no
industries or infra-
structure, and  our

agriculture sector was
underdeveloped. But
we were united. In the

1960s, the Green
Revolution trans-
formed Pakistan’s

agriculture. In  the
mid-1960s began the
‘Golden Decade of
Industrialization’. We
had two cement plants
in 1947, now we have
24. We had three rex-
tile mills in_1947, now
¢ have 650. We did
not have any cycle
manufacturing plant in
947, now we have
Sohrab, PECO and
Eagle. We did not
have any car assem-
bler in 1947, now we
have Toyota, Honda,
Suzuki, Renault,
Nissan, Proton, Kia,
MG and Hyundai. We
did not have any paper

now we have five, In
the 70s, we built
Tarbela, the largest
earth- dam 1n the
world.

Rwanda: In the
aftermath  of  the
Rwandan Genocide, in
which some 500,000
died, the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other. Rwanda is
now one of the fastest-

rowing economies in

Rta itk an avecage
annual growth rate of
an)undE croent.

Japan: The Japanese
economy suffered
extensive devastation
during World War II.
Japan's industrial and
infrastructure capaci-
ties were severely
damaged with major
cities in_ruins because
of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled
economy. The unity of
Japan’s’ citizens "has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country's remark-
able post-war recov-
ery.

nGhallﬂ: After inde-
endence in 1957,
Ghana_faced polmcai
instability, economic
crisis and widespread
poverty. In the 80s, the
citizens  of hana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote stablhlgu
Citizens came togeth-

inmovation and imvest-
ment,
Human history also
bears wimess fo the
fact that when a coun-
try is divided it will
face a range of chal-
nges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic nstability.
Here are some exam-
Rlcs of countries that
ave experienced divi-
sions and the conse-
quences that have fol-
lowed:

Iraq: Iraq has been

I3

lagued by political
Tnsiabilicy  since. the
fall  of _ Saddam
Hussein in 2003. The
country has  been
marred by violence

and conflict, including
the rise of the Islamic

Lebanon: Lebanon
has a tumultuous his-
tory of political divi-
sions, with sectarian-
ism playing a major
tole in ‘the country’s

politics. se politi-
cal divisions have
resulted in periods of
civil war,  political
paralysis, and eco-
nomic collapse.
Yugoslayia: The

olitical divisions_in
(ugoslavia played a
significant role in the
economy, contributing
to the country’s even-
tual collapse.”
Syria: The political
divisions in Syria have
had a devastating
impact on the coun-
try's economy,

ed trade, caused a sig-
nificant_decline in o1l
production plus sky-
rocketing inflation,
enezuela

Venezuela boasts
some of the world’s
largest oil reserves.
However,
polarization

a severe

sis_marked by hyper-
inflation, widespread
food shortages, and a
significant reduction
in oil production
‘emen: Political
divisions have led to
food and fuel short-
ages, high inflation
and limited access to
healthcare and educa-

tion.

_ Pakistan possesses a
rich array of natural,
human. " intellectual
cuhuraI, l:ch|:01ugjca|
an historical
resources. With a his-
tory of past achieve-
ments, we have the

otential 1o succeed

ite we  stand,
divided we fall

Rwanda: In the
aftermath  of  the

Rwandan Genocide, in
which some _500,(500
died. the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other. Rwanda is
now one of the faste:
oW Cootiomics

frica with an average
annual gruwth rate of

around _{gercenl.
Japan: The Japanese
economy suffered

Ja?ans industrial and
inirastructure capaci-
ties  were _severely
damaged with major
cities In_ruins because
of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled
economy. The unity o
apan’s citizens has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country’s remark-
able post-war recov-
e

ihana: After inde-
?undunnc m 1957
ihana faced political
instability, economic
cnisis and widespread
poverty. [n the 80s. the
citizens  of Ghana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote stability.
Citizens came togeth-
€r to support econom-
ic growth through
entrepreneurship,
innovation and invest-
ment. Human  history
also bears witness to
the fact that when a
country is divided it
will face a range of
challenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic instability.
Here are some exam-
les of countries that
ave experienced divi
sions and the conse-

quences that have fol-
Towed: X
The writer is a

columnist  based in
Islamabad. He tweets
(wsaleemfarrukh and
can be teached at: far-
rukh13@hotmail .com

. akistanis are
living in an era

P

inequality, volatile mar-
kets and’ oligarchic poli-
tics. The country faces
intractable inefficiencies
in almost all sectors
including energy, agricul-
ture, finance, education,
and health. These are
complex  problems  to
solve. They require seri-
ous effort’ to break the
mould of  consistently
pursuing  ill-conceived
policies.

Truth be told, Pakistan

of ~ shocking
price hikes,
staggering

ﬁnvemmems My sense is
\ﬂ[. the most concerning
policy _error has

wding an inefficient
public sector and shying
away from privatization.

been

This has led to Pakistan
having 212 state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) oper-
ating in all key sectors of

e economy. The public-
sector footprint In the
commercial arena is quite
astonishing with 85 SOEs
spanning power, oil and
gas; infrastructure trans-
port and communication;
manufacturing, mining
and engineering, finance,
industrial estate develop-
ment holesal

remarkable difference w0
the economy by improv-
ing efficiencies _and
reducing_ quasi-fiscal
losses. “Pakistan  since
2015 has virtually fol-
lowed a policy not to pri-
vatize,

We continue to run
sizeable fiscal deficits —
almost as an intended
decision, The period
since FY08 is interesting
to consider as it coincides
with a democratic transi-
tion and two programmes
with the International
Mme:a{)f Fund (IMF}.
From FY2008 to FY2022
the country clocked a
near 7.0 per cent fiscal
deficit on average barring
the period when the coun-
try actively adhered to an
IMF  supported pro-
gramme between FY2014
and FY2017 when the
deficit averaged near 5.0

per cent.

Sadly, within the fiscal
framework, another con-
sistent policy has been a
reliance on indirect taxa-
tion rather than increas-
ing the share of direct tax-
ation. Tax collection from
indireet taxes, whose
incidence is higher on the
poor and middle-income

mugs, accounts for more
an 70 per cent of all col-
lection, once we include
withholding taxes levied
in the sales tax mode. Itis
ble that two-third

retail and marketing sec-
tors, The story continues
with 44 non-commercial
SOEs ({Section 42) and
further 83 subsidiaries of
the commercial SOEs,

In my view privatiza-
tion, especially of energy-
sector SOEs, can make a

1
of the tax collected in the
last decade is in the form
of indirect, regressive

iaxes.

here is an amazing
persistence in our policy
and political decisions o
shy away from adequate-
Iy taxing agriculture

income or traders or
urban immovable proper-
ty. It is by deliberate
esign that ‘we promote
unproductive investment
in real estate by repeated-
ly  giving al-estate
amnesties creating per-
verse incentives; making
investment in real estate
lucrative by requiring less
documentation, and elim-
inating capital gains wi
a five-year holding pe
od. With such E:ﬂ icies
provide an enabling envi-
ronment for a grey econo-
my and avenues for stash-
ing of illicit wealth, rather
than encouraging a move
to a cashless digital econ-
omy, where we can track
and audit financial trans-
actions. Time after time
we have missed the
opportunity to change
course and move 1o pro-
gressive taxation.
loreover, on  the
expenditure side in the
budget we continue with
misguided policies of
unfunded  pensions.
untargeted subsidies. and
a non-result-hased frame-
work of development
spending, We continue to
err in making less optimal
economic policy choices.
Successive  govern-
ments promote a poli
of  creating  growt!
through fiscal and mone-
tary stimuli and borrow
capital o fund Jarge-scale
capital expenditures. This
fuels consumption and
pushes higher imports.
entangling the count
a perpetual cycle of bal
ance of payfents erisis
and taking  Pakistan
repeatedly to the doors of
the IMF.
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National Task Force on
Artificial Intelligence formed
for national development

ISLAMABAD
Minister for Planning
Development and Special
Initiatives Professor
hsan Igbal on Friday
formed & 15-member
National Task Force
TF) on_ Artificial
nte\llmnw ('!Aj aimed at
achieving the required
bmltnf riational develop-
“The key objective of
the (NTF) is to develop a
I0-year ~roadmap for
accelerated adoption of
Al in the business, devel-
opment, governance, edu-

cation, and I\eammare
sectors,” a news relea:
said

The NTF would com-
e experts in artificial
intelligence as well as

accessible to all segments
of society
Prel‘essor Igbal said

es from the
guvcmmcm and private

The Planning Minister
emphasized the impor-
tance of artificial intelli-
gence for progress in
fear future, saying
(AT) will hrmg transtor-
mative changes in the

ields of economy, goyer-
nam.\. and educatior

He said the T\TF was
aimed at hamessing the

f‘alustan s development
and %m\mh while ensur-
ing that the benefits were

the NTF was
part of the government’s
commitment to embrac-
ing its potential to trans-
orm_the country’s eco-
nomic landscape posi-

. the PML-N
%'ovemmen: had set up

the National Centre for
Amhmu] ]mc]hgmu
aﬁ investing Al
Pakistan can uumcl. new
opportunities for growth
and developmenf and
improve the lives of its
citizens,” said the minis-
ter. INP

Bridging digital divide
critical to steady
development: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Pakista
1 needs to bridge the dig-
ital dlvldc, by ensurin;
equal access” to digital
technologies across the
population segments to
achieve steady develop-
ment, according to an

factors contributing to
inequality, we see one of
the reasons for this is

digital divide,” said
Shujaat Farooq,
Assistant Professor at
Pakistan Institute  of

R}evelgpmem Economics

“Pakistan must ensure
easier aceess to technolo-
i’y across different popu-
ation segments. Digital
divide across populations
not only results in
unequal access to infor-
mation, but can also
exclude those segments
from greater prospects of
ecconomic growth,” he
pointed out.

Prof Shujaat said, “if
we look at the internet
over the period of the last
20 vears, it has been one
of the most revolutionary
technologies that change
the future and fate of
mankind and has also
impacted lhe economies

nd cultu

[memel
over the yeal

“Internet Is a_ basic
human need. 1f we

pene(rat\on

f ntemel in the society
o, it will have a pos-
DP

by ai

Prof Shujaat said the
internet usage can be
measured using two fac-
mu namely the number

p:UFTE using mob:le
leohnu ogies and the
number of people using
the internet in the coun-

m“ln Pakistan, the per-
centage of mobile and
internet usage is the low
est in Soutll Asia. At the
maoment, 82% of the pey
ulation is using mobi e
rhnms but unfortunate-
the percentage of peo-
ple using the internet on
these evices is only
40%.,” he added.
According  to
World Bank, 25%
population in Pa
used llne internet in

the
of the

020

nfemet users  in
Paklstan"ln Pakistan, the
percentage of female
infernet users is exireme-
Iy low. Pakistan ranks
amongst the worst coun-
tries ~ in _the Global
Internet  Gender Gap,
only above a few coun-
tries from the bottom,”
he pointed out
“If we look at devel-
economies, the

ip:
contribution of the inter-
net to the GDP is more

said rm uﬁ‘cual al‘
in
lnfurmduon chhr\u]ug_v
and Telecom
“Access to seamless
internet has been a chal-
lenge In smaller towns
and far-flung areas, espe-
c‘all{‘ in interior Sindh,
thern Punjab, there
are no good quality 3G
or 4G services beCause
the celjular companies
don’t invest in these
the official said.
illustrates
Pakistan's difficulties as
it advocates a bigger role
for digital technologies
To address this issue,
the official said the gov-
ernment and private sec-
tor need to work together
to increase access to
technology and digital
infrastructure. The offi-
cial said the government
can invest in | bruadband
infrastructure and
vide incentives for busl-
nesses to adopt digital
technologies.
Ilm will

2"'

not only
onomic
mequalny but also con-
tribute 1o the count s
overall development
ng the di |(ul
ivide, more individuals
and businesses will have
access to_education, j nh
opportunities,
healthcare, which wLII
result in a more prosper-
ous and equitable socie-
ty.INP

QUETTA:

ing month of Ramzan.

‘Decentralisation’ can help
implement Pakistan’s climate
agenda: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The depart-
ments of planning and develop-
ment need to integrate climate
change actions inta its policies
and annual developments. These
climate policies should be
unglememed by the provinces

local govermnments through
decentralization for better out-
comes, said WealthPK.

Climate change has become a
major 1ssue for several provin-
cial governments in recent
years. A provincial commitment
1o environmental protection can
help overcome  institutional
obstacles and accelerate envi-
ronmental action.

Pakistan has consistently been
ranked among the 10 most vul-

nerable countries by the Global
Chimate Risk Index for the past
20 years owing to extreme
weather events that caused a

BISP budget increased to
Rs400b: Shazia Marri

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Poverty  Alleviation and
Social " Safety Shazia Marri
has stated that budget of
Benazir Income Support
Programme program has been
increased from 235 to 400 bil-
lion rupees,

Addressing a news confer-
snce along with Special
Assistant Poverty
Alleviation and Smnal Safety
Faisal Karim Kundi in
Islamabad today, she said
nine million families are part
of Kafalat program. She said
stipend under BISP has been
increased from 7000 to 8750

es.
hazia Marri said seventy
billion rupees were disbursed

People offering Namaz-e-Jumma (Friday Prayer) during holy fast-

great deal of damage to infra-
Structure, agriculture, and the
economy of the country
report released by ‘the Asian
Development Bank (ADB% said
that during the vyear
Pakistan suffered "o m:mwe
drought and flooding, causing
enormous damage to its assets,
lives, and_livelihoods. As 4
result of 2022 fleods, a post-dis-
aster needs assessm
ed damages exceedi
lion, as well as economic losses
of 8152 bﬂl[on resulting in
recovery and rehabilitation costs
exceeding $16 ﬁ bl lion
According to the ADB, such

devastating shocks are becom-
ing more likely, and (hey are
having negative lmp

Pakistani people and their l]vel:—

hoods, as well as on ecosystems
and the economy, worsening

among 2.8 million flood
affected families of the coun-

e said due to imprudent
policies of PTI government
poor and middle class people
are suffering from the price
hike.

She said families availing
Benazir Taleemi Wazaif have
increased from 2.6 million to
7.1 million, She said Benzir
Nashonuma has also expand-
ed all across Pakistan and 474
facilitation centers have been
set up across Pakistan i this

[

%l\e said transgender com=
munity is facing social eco-
nomic chaﬂengas he said
transgenders have also been

food insecurity aml poverty, and
increasing  conflict  over
resources

The report added that there is
also a clear gap between policy
direction and_implementation
mechamsms. The Ministry of
Climate Change is responsible
for making national climate
change policies. It can have a
greater impact on outcomes if its
capabilities and resources are

[ﬂl(l:_ oV
limate change has, however,
become & more 1mportant issue
for the government in recent
years. Several new sectoral poli-
cies supponmg clecarhomzauon
have been adoj

By mlegmuug ‘climate con-
cems with other” national poli-

se
\Iaucna] Cllmnle Cllange I’chcy
(NCCP) in 2021 INP

included in BISP program
She asked them to get them-
selves registered at tehsil
offices of BISP.

Commenting on prevailing
political situation in the coun-
try, Special Assistant on
Poverty  Alleviation and
Social Safety Faisal Karim
Kundi said Pakistan Peoples

arty believes m dialague for
a way forward. He said con-
stitution of Pakistan is
supreme and it should be fol-
lowe.

He said PPP has formed a
special committee for dia-
logue consisting of three
members. He expressed hope
that opposition would come
forward for table talks. INP

PKR continues
to recover
against USD

KARACHL: The Fa
contined 10 recove against the
US dollar in the m]eﬂmn market

According to the State Bank of
Pakistan, the local unit recuvcred
Rs0.61 against USD 1o close
284 40. The US douar closed a\
Rs284.91 the other nu%

Currency dealers believe the
market increased on a report about

$| bullmn commitment by the
U

ani nipee

Over 1.6m free flour
bags distributed in
Bahawalpur district

BAHAWALPUR 5‘
Commissioner Bahawalpur Zaheer
Anwar Jappa visited Dring
Stadium Bahawalpur to review the
arrangements for the free flour dis-
tribution to eligible persons.

e inspect the counter for
special persons, the medical camp,
and the seating area for visitors.

eputy Commi reviewed
the performance ot the staff at the
sCreening counter:

He directed that free flour be
provided to the maximum number
of eligible people in the shortest
possible time.

He said that free flour should be
provided to the aged and special
persons on a priority basis and
instructed the staff to deliver their

our bags to their ride for their
convenience. It was informed that
1.623 million free flour bags ha
been distributed to ehglb]e people
across the district INP

Three more
POs extradited
from abroad
LAHOR]

The Punjab police
with the help of Interpol arrested
three more pmc ed_offenders
from Muscat, United Arab
Emirates and Sau Arabia and
brought them to Pakistan

A spokesperson for the Punjab
hulmc sard that Ghayoor Abbas

aqui wanted by Bhalwal police
in a murder case was arrested from

uscat, Oman, while Shahbaz
who was wanted to Rawalpindi
Bani e_station was_arrested
from the United Arab Emirates

Slmllar]v the special operation
cell of the Gujranwala police
amrested Altaf Hussain from Saudi
Arabia in a murder case.

The three suspects were arrested
with the }‘elr and cooperation of
the lmerpc and further legal
action is underway against them
Inspector Ge\leral of Punjab Police
Dr Usman Anwar directed the field
police officers to pursue more pro-
claimed offenders who ‘had
escaped Pakistan INP

increase the penetration  bution is only between 1-

China, Pakistan
work together for
Art preservation

BEUING: China, Pakistan will be wnrlungl
for Art preservation through Ialeﬂ technology,
Economic Net (CEN) reported on Fi )

For centuries, artisans in Pakistan have been creating
beautiful works of art in the form of stonecral
However, with the Passage of time and changing tastes,
to preserve this valuable cultural heritage, Pakistan
should further learn from China's successful effors 10
uresen: their own ancient arl

ahmood  ul-Has: a  senior official

Sanmenl of Amhaﬂ.o]usvz and Museums Tsiamabad

told CEN that by studying how China has successfully

rved their own ancient Gandhara art and applying
similar methods to Pakistani stonecrafts, Pakistan can
ensure that these beautiful works are presewed for gen-
erations (o come

“Pakistan has a rich cultural heritage, particularly in
the form of Gandhara art, However, due to a lack of
resources and infrastructure, it is difficult for Pakistani
artisans 1o ulasene this ancient art.

In order to reserve this precious cultural
asset, Pakistan shou]d look to China for guidance and

V&

ther
hina

EASR AL . il )
QUETTA: Head of Ulema Mnshalkh Mulana Abdul Rahim Saj,
addressing a press conference.

Khunjerab Pass reopening
brings great prosperity

nistel Amir Mugam warml;
cived Aml bassatlu Indonesia to Pakistan here at National
Heritage and Culture Division.

Last days of Ramazan:
Islamabad police chalk out

lans to tackle tra ffic "’?]‘;‘:‘,fgd e s i T history of |  BEWING: Khunjerab  between  China ~and  Chamber Of Commerce
preserving traditional arts and crafis through the use of P”lss‘przﬂmg will bring ~ Pakistan, resumefr o i “Cu-:]‘en\\yt_tl'he h-gth\
reat  pros| mty sai wa‘ passenger traffic on  demand in China is for
Is]}srﬁall;a? yﬂé}lﬁ? }"‘0]2:(; As#:fﬁfbm;"faz:;cm ents l% was decided 1o tul\t gﬁ?g IS:‘:T;H?P:ES{:Tfj‘r:ﬁ[&izsﬂzﬂa'ﬁrgg%eﬁ(ﬁ:: ijac{. Gilgit-Bal o G L Bal Lt EhTm’ fmgh = Ign;
fesident Gilgit-Balistan  Glgit-Baitistan . wit altistan erry o
(Traffic) has chalked out were finalised by Chief strict action against %E‘:Lié?.‘é‘:‘éx.ﬁ&‘n“;““”“‘“"“" heritage is preserved for | (LT Of Commerce, Chia's Xinjiang Usaur Gl l(-Bamslams“aunsld-
a comprehensive plan to  Traffic Officer Dr. Sged ple doing wrong parl me “During iy visit to China, I was really amazed to see in an interview with Autonomous Rey ered to be the best quality
ensure a smooth flow of  Mustafa Tanveer ﬂ“d violating the’ traffic the lgch"a\ ies and latest methods that China is using | China  Economic Net  was shuttered in %’0"0 cherry in the warld," said
traffic during the last  consultation with heads 1o preserve their art and culture which is outstanding | (CEN) contain the spread nf Imran Ali
Ashra of Ramazan when  of various zones and (‘]uef Traffic Officer | i visited many historical places like the Great w,ﬁ_ "Khunjerab Pass is a  COVID-19 pandemic "The cherry of Gilgit-
markets and shopping  TTP's scctions, urged the policemen 10 the Forbidden Ci the Suminer Place and different great bledsing For the peo-  Before  COVID-19, Baltistan ranks 7th in the
centres will be thronged It was  decided to  perform duties with dedi- | Myceumes here e told CF le of Gilgit-Baltistan exports were mainly pine  world. It is flavorful, deli-
for Bl thoplins deploy additional police cation and said that com- memmnmg that China-Pakistan Gandhara | because this is_where nuts. Pine nuts *from  cious and of good quality
Following the direc- personnel around the mitment to facilitate the n was inaugurated last month in Beijing | trade takes place. Thereis  Diamer in GB, Bannu in ~ When n is exponed. we
“DT‘“’”“’PBC““ General  main markets and shop-  public would have a great and the exh\l:luon at the Palace Museum showcases | no industry here. People Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa  will i dollars
Police IGP)  ping plazas in the federal ~reward for policemen | |73 finest examples of Gandhara art, including sculp- | here are either employed used to pass through from thete. said Ajmal
Iulamabad Akbar Nasir  capital to ensure conven- d““"]!i this holy month. | tures of Buddha, bodhisattvas, deities, objects of daily | or their employment  Khunjerab | ga‘s Khan. Apart from this,
Khan,  Chief Traffic ience for the citizens and awing the direc: | yse and jewelry tems, selected from seven museums depends on rade goross - When pine nuts were  walnuts ate ecpor

Officer Dr. Syed Mustafa
Tanveer chaired a special

ke efp flow of traffic nor-
mal during the holy
maonth of Ramazan,

me of'lmpecm\ General | in Pakistan e border,” said Ajmal  being exported, about Rs  from Gilgit-Baltistan, and
“Pakistan takes preat pride in its rich cultural her- Kh n -5 billion can be earned,  also seasonal fruits that
1.

olic
lshmabad Akl:ur asir

meeting at traffic police itage, and the exhibition of Gandhara art at the Palace
headquarters to look info  The meeting decided to TrafTic | Museum is 3 tostament to this fact INP e ﬂ;wyKL',’f‘{féﬁ"Emii;; said Imran Al P
¢ and traffic-relat- make the traffic conges- Ol'hcu Dr. Syul Mustafa

BEFORE THE JU D(.L BAN G COURT BALOCHIS
AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY
S BAL QUETT.

tion unit more effective TAN
and functional It was
directed to improve traf-

fic flow and eﬁvruud all

pa
ed issues outside main
markets and shopping
centers during lumun
The m:euuqn;b was also

Tanveer chaired a special
meeting at traffic police
headquarters to look into
parking and traffic-relat-

TEHDER. NOTICE [))
hoe s

The DIRECTOR GENERAL OF TREASURIES 5-NCCG‘.IV'!'Flnu;;il

attended by (Traffic) ~possible travel facilities ed issues outside main SUIT NO.07-2023
Cn"Atid Hussain, ajl 1o the citizens markets and _shopping Tender Foe Rs.1000/- TSE.222304242061 National Bank of Pakistan through its Manager,
Zonal DSPs and it It was decided that centers during Ramzan Only electronic bid wil be submifted, No physical bid s required Manan chowk Branch Quetta X
n‘.l\rlcwul all lmfﬂl& n.h;\lf ﬂdldltlunalldpgl\md p(irhml‘—l Thé. ‘linE\.I]n w_f_s Film X Plaintiff
ed arrangements for the nel would be deployed attended by (Tratfic! L
convenience of citizens, around shopping malls, Ch. Abid Hussain, nl? 1 ICTEqupmentietworh, mvellericedevices, 165,000" 1 Abdullah khau Sn of Haji Sahib khan
particularly during last restaurants and business Zonal storagedevices, Office Equipmant) R/o Mula Salam Road Pashtoon Abad Quetta
- =11 3 khan Bazai Son of Dr Muhammad Yousuf
T < 3 HH 3 Procuremenis shall be made under the Balochistan Public A:.u:tam Professor, Department of Economics,
Karachi to get “textile park’ for facilitating u L i ety of B s Ouat
SMEs: WealthPK 4 d Complexity 1,000, 3, Tumioverof R/o Killi Muhammad Azeem kuchlak Quetta. S—
ISLAMABAD:The Ministry of  24) to start work on the project alleast 6,000,000 PR 1 § Subsequent Previcus Yoars Presence

Commerce has propased to establish an e project will rruvldL ready-made | | MAcive Tax Payer Lis. Sales Tan Certfcate. The bidding fim must SWITH

nol be currently blackisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan. C ITTF E
Tenancy Agreement or ownership documents of the premisses or

copy of recently paid utiliity bils (maximum 3 Months Oid). Audit
Reportlast 3 years. Procedure Of Procurement: Singla Stage Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure, Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Sacurity in the form Mmmttnlldmm
185,000 the

@ scheduled bank. Tender Documents: ‘I'h- NIT & meg
Document can be obtained elecironically fror

Issuance of tender Documents: Complate Blddhg Document can
be viewed al www.bppra.gob.ck Last Date of bid submission: Bd
can only be submited electronically katest by 04 May, 2023ti1 10:46

RECOVERY OF RS;576700/-ALON
factory space as well as in-house train- FUNI 8 OF THE
centre, testing laboratory, confer-
and exhibition halls, buyers’
oﬂlws and other facilities according to
international standards,” said the report.
The Ministry of Commerce is opfi
misti¢ that the ITGP would anract for-
elgn investors besides local manufactur-
Famclﬂarly SMESs, to invest in the
texu and garinent sector of Pakistan
“The project will help in boosting
exports m" value-added products,” the

r
q?he r()JECl would be carried out
under 1 ublic-private parmershm
(PPP) modt to establish a modern p]y -
1cal and institutional infrastructure. The
investors would be offered factory space

Inne%mled Textile and Garment Park FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

(ITGP) in Karachi to facilitate small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

“The main objective of the project is
to provide infrastructure
SMEs in textile and garment sector for
s.enmg up their units,” according to a

rt of the Mimstry of Commerce.

he ITGP would’ also facilitate and
train SMES in meeting production and
social standards of m:emannml busi-
ness environment, the report said,

The total cost of project 15 esimated
atRsl 842 hﬂ]mn and it would be com-
pleted in three ye

The project v.l\l creste thousands of
Jjobs 1n the textile and garment sector,”
the ministry said.

Motice to: The above noted defendant

'WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the|
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: §76700/- balance of principal & |
interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be abtained from this court, an or,
hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirtydays, from the serv-
ice hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance
to be entered for you. In the defult whereof the plaintiff will be enuitled at any ime after|
expiration of such 30 (thirty} days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint. Leave to
appear may be obtain on an application to the court supported by an affidavit or decla-
ration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasoﬂable that
you should be allowed to appear in the suit Date of hearing is 18-05-

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 14th day qupnI ’20”3

cpaned on same day s 1:45 AM on EPPS System Address:
Punch fooli near kds samugli road quetta Phone no:
3311144908F ax no:Email: DGTA Balochistan oficlal @gmeil com

In_i1s “budgetary proposal, the on hiring model
MmlstEy of “Commerce imtially “Investors will be able to hire the (SATFULLAH KHAN)
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Pakistani rupee hammers US dollar on IMF hope

ISLAMABAD: On the hope that the country will be able to secure the IMF tranche soon, the Pakistani
rupee maintained its upward trajectory as the local unit gained 91 paisas against the US dollar on Friday

As per the data received from the money market, the US dollar slid by 91 paisas and was exchanged at
Rs284 during early interbank trade,

Yesterday, the Pakistani rupee dealt a heavy blow to the US dollar in the interbank and was appreciated
by Rs1.71

For the last three trading sessions, the rupee is surging against the US dollar. The appreciation might be
attributed to the good vibes coming from the International Monetary Fun

Delivering a speech at the annual meeting of the IMF and the World Bank in Washington on Thursday,
Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Kristalina Gem?ieva has expressed the hoj
that Pakistan will successfully complete the current loan programme and not face the same situation a
Lanka and Ghana.

Georgieva said that they are working hard rogether with the Pakistani authorities, and the country should
create such a political framework that avoids economic risks. “We want Pakistan to move towards sustain-
able economic development. We want assurance of financial support.” . .

Since early February, Pakistan has been negotiating with the IMF fo revive the bailout programme to
secure $1.1 billion tranche

The IMF requires friendly nations to fulfill their pledges to fund Pakistan before finalizing the $6.5 bil-
lion bailouyt programme which led to a delay in talks between Pakistan and the IMF to resume the pro-
gramme.

According to some reports, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is likely to provide a written guarantee for
$1 billion in financing this week as the matters have been finalized for the financing

During IMF/World Bank Spring meetings via Zoom with IMF Deputy Managing Director Antoinette
Moniso Sayeh, Federal Minister for Finance Ishaq Dar said that all prior actions for the 9th Review under
the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) have already been completed and the government is fully committed to
ulfi its obligations as agreed with the lMyF.

Minister of State for Finance and Revenue Dr Aisha Ghous Pasha, SAPM on Finance Mr. Tariq Bajwa,
SAPM on Revenue Mr. Tariq Mehmood Pasha attended the meeting virtually from Islamabad. Whereas the
Ambassador of Pakistan to the USA Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan, Governor SBP Mr. Jamil Ahmad, Secretary
of Finance, and Secretary EAD attended in person in Washington DC

On Wednesday, Jihad Azour, Director of IMF, Middle East and Central Asia Department (MCD) said that
the Staff Level Agreement (SLA) will be signed soon followed by the IMF Board's approval

Cash-strapped Pakistan is in dire need unding to avoid default risk. Country’s foreign exchange
reserves are drying up swiftly. INP

Samarkand moot endorses
Pakistan’s stance on Afghan soil
being used by militant groups

ISLAMABAD: The Fourth Ministerial Conference
of Afghanistan’s Neighboring Countries held in
Samarkand on Thursday pointed out that the presence
of terrorist groups in }ighams{an continued o
threats to regional peace — a stance Pakistan has
been advocating. - Against any country.

“The Parties pointed out that all terronst 'uqu. Since the Taliban takeover, Pakistan also called
namely the Islamic State of Traq and the L -nm%sl .}, the establishment of an inclusive political structure,
Al-Oaeda, the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement adoption of moderate dome: and foreign policies,
(Br-‘nM), the Tehreek—e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the and safeguarding basic rights of all Afghans, including

alochistan Liberation Army (BLA), Jundallah, Jaish  ethnic groups, women and children.
al-Adl, Jamaat Ansarullah, the Islamic Movement of Afghan authorities would also have to take visi-
Uzbekistan (IMU), and other terrorist organizations ble steps to ensure that Afghanistan would never again
based in Afghamstan continue to pose a serious threat  serve as a ing ground, safe haven or source of
to regional and global security,” according to the dec-  proliferation for terrorism

=

and to develop a united front against terrorism
Pakistan always maintained that the success of any
regional or inl nal effort to mitigate the current
situation of Afghanistan will remain subject to IAG's
seriousness for ensuring that Afghan soil is not used
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Govt approves
release of funds for
parliamentarians’

schemes

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has a&)pmved the release of
funds for parligmentarians’ schemes

As per details, the Pl coalition
government have spent Rs 50 billion
gglp"ur\iamtmarian schemes till March

The funds for the parliamentarian
schemes have been approved and Rs
90 billion are allocated for these
schemes in the current fiscal year
2022-23

e sovernment is also providing
Rs 500 million 1o the Members of the
National Assembly who voted in the
motion of no-confidenc:

Furthermore, Rs 70 billion was allo-
cated for parliamentarian schemes in
the budget but it was increased to Rs
&7 billion and then Rs 90 billion INP

IGP ordered to
allow Shahbaz
Gill to travel
abroad

LAHORE: Lahore High Court
(L} TCB has ordered the IG Punjab and
DG FIA to immediately implement the
court orders to allow the PTI leader
Shahbaz Gill to travel abroad

As per details, the LHC heard the
case pertaining to not allowing
Shahbaz Gill to travel abroad.

The Chief Justice Lahore High
Court summoned the IG Punjab and
DG FIA on the next hearing, April 17

Earlier, Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaf
&FTI) leader Shahbaz Gill moved

ahore High Court (LHC) against
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA),
seeking the remaval of his name from
the exit control list (ECL).INP

Sikh
pilgrims lauds
arrangements for
Baisakhi festival

ATTOCK: Sikh pilgrims came
across the world on Friday have
expressed their profound satisfaction
over the extra ordinary boarding lodg-
ing arrangements besides laudim, th!e
other medern facilities extended by
the Government of Pakistan ai_their
Baisakhi festival in Gurduwara Punja
Sahab Hassanabdal -

The Sikh pilgrimg hamn§ from
Toronto Brampton city of Canada,
District Ferozepur, Amritsar, Sialkot
while talking to media lauded the gov-
Ciinieritiof Pakistan fae nuaking ool
proof security, travel in Air condi-
tioned coaches, and the accommoda-
tion arrangements in air conditioned
marquees on the oceasion. They told
that they were feeling safe and com-
fortable while staying at their homes.

They added that the protocol grant-
ed by the Government of Pakistan has
F’mvsri that the well behaviour of their

akistani brethren will always be
remembered,

A lady devotee from Sialkot while

aying glowing tributes upon the
teachings of their spiritual leader Baba
who never allowed any
sion. She said that her
afraid of when coming
to Pakistan who had performed their
all religious rituals in free atmosphere.

T
to

hat 1 Ly
Panja Sahib was ve

very important so
that they could wisit their loved ones
and communicate with them. The Sikh
pilgrims also took out a palanquin pro-
cession and celebrated their religious
rites (Nagar Ketan) in full style around

Gurdwara Panja Sahib by singing
songs, The Sikh pilﬁnms on their
return from Vali and Kandahari, said
that they have got peace of mind by
going to Baba Vali Kandahari and the

wish they had brought from India had
been fulfilled, the devotees d

On occasion, the Regional
Police Officer Rawalpindi ~Syed
Khuram  Ali  accompanied with
District Police Officer Attock Dr.
Sardar Ghiyas  Gul Khan, SP
Investigation  Attock Jawaria

Muhammad_Jameel, ASP_Sundus
Ishag, DSP Syed Kazim Shah visited
Gurdwara Panija Sahib Hasan Abdal to
review the security arrangements and
instructed their security staff on duty
to perform their duties INP

e Minister Muham"mad Shehbaz Sharif altends a session of the National
Assembly at Parliament House in Federal Capital,

in its report.

Afghanistan, it left

Pakistan (TTP) and Baloch

tants a “yast war chest.

Four largest banks show

laration of the neighboring countries’ meeting.

ecently, 3
that after the United States pulled out its troops from
behind military equipment and
|| | weapons worth 37 billion which later boosted the mil-
5 ‘ } itary capabilities of the banned Tahreel

According 10 the report, the US left
and equipment including firearms, communications
zear, and even armored vehicles which gave the mili-

Attended by the foreign ministers and senior offi-
cials of Chma,dlmni 'aki i
and U: b

dio Free Europe also said

k-e-Taliban
separatist groups.
‘i:ehmd Weapons

istan, Russia, Tajikistan, forward
the neig coun:

strong performance in
CY22: WealthPK

terrorism and

ISLAMABAD:The Pakistan  (PBT) amounted to Rs299 billion, Long Eid
Stock  Exchange's  so-called  with MEBL securing the top spot ~ 0 e
“Commercial Banks 100-billion with Rs88 billion followed by | holidays® decision

Group,” consisting of Meezan MCB with R71 billion, UBL witl to hurt business:
Bank Limited (MEBL), Muslim Rs68 billion and HBL with Rs71 =
Commcaiat Rk L lion PRGMEA
MCB), United Bank Li The group’s PAT amounted to

UBL) and Habib Bank Limited Rs140 billion, with MEBL leading | KARACHL The
HBL), has announced its finan- with Rs45 billion, followed by | Pakistan Readymade

MCB with Rs32 billion, UBL with

532 billion. and HBL with Rs30
billion. The PAT margin ranged
from 20.29% for HBL to 37.57%

Garments Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
PRGMEA) Central
Chairman Mubashar
Naseer Butt has opposed
the government’s decision
f five holidays on Eid
and said the move would
hurt the business and
causing a loss of billions
of rupees in exports.

cial results for the calendar year
2022

2

According to the resuls. HBL
stood out with the highest revenue
of Rs152 1 billion, while MCB led  for MCB_
with the highest earnings per share The E}oup's EPS was highest
(EPS) of Rs27.63. MEBL led in  for MCB at Rs27.63, followed by
the profit-after-tax (PAT) with UBL at Rs2619, 3
Rs43 billion, and UBL maintained
a strong position with Rs103 2 bil-
lion in revenue and a respectable

MEBL at

These banks are among the
largest and most reputable finan-

PAT margin of 31.07%, reports cial instrutions in the country, In a press release the
WealthPK_ : ering a wide range of banking | Criticizing the govern-

The gl‘ouF collectively recorded  and financial services to business- | ment’s decision of five
revenues of Rs464 billion, with es and individuals. The group is | holidays on Eidul Fitr,

HBL leading with Rs152 billion
MEBL followed with R121 bil=
lion, UBL with Rs103 billion and

committed to providing innova-

tive solutions to meet the evolving

needs of their clients and to drive

MCB with Rs87 billion. %mwth and prasfemy in the
The group’s profit-before-tax 'akistani economy. INP

FM Bilawal lauds UN
development system’s role
in helping flood-hit

UNITED NATIONS: Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
has praised the United Nations
development system, especially
its Resident Coordinator’s office
in Islamabad, for their crucial role I
in_supporting Pakistans national for helping Pakistan to launch the | in external trade.
efforts to respond and recover flash appeal in a timely manner, He observed that the
from the “dire situation” left and UN  Secretary-General | national economy is
behind by last August’s devastat-  Antonio Guterres for his extraor- allreadyﬁ_n das!ress and can

affore

which 'is believed to be
extended further to mare
than a week unilaterally,
Butt said that the country
would remain disconnect-
ed with the world for
almost a week, and it will
cost the economy of bil-
lsons

The PRGMEA Central
Chief said that due to clo-
sure of transport there
will be problem 1o trans-
fer the finished goods
from one to other places,
as the long five-day holi-
days  woul cut-off’
Pakistan
from the world, causing &
loss of billions of rupees

and ensured smooth exchange of
information among all partners on
ihe country’s emergency situation.

He expressed his appreciation
to the Resident Coordinator,
Julien Hameis, and his able team

in| 5 . dinary support and his solidarity | il such  a
“The Resident Coordinator’s  visit io Pakistan, in the wake of | luxury.INP

Office was our go-to place for floods “The  Resident

coordinating UN response to cata-  Coordinator plaved a central role

strophic floods,” he said in a video  in closely coordinating the organi- 17

mess?.g?dm aU(?uIlidwale discus- zagm of the international re}i?f t. . l

sion held at cadquarters in - and recovery assistance, especial- =

New d_Yerk hun the dc_ase ds:utlﬂ ly_(gvmﬁgh t1??;63.3t:o'mdmunweguu_nsl anti-socia

regarding the “coordinated an with the federal and provincial

comprehensive  response  to departments, multilateral agen- EIBments

Pakistan’s floods in 20227 cies, and bilateral denors.” FM ted

foreign minister said the Bilawal said That ensured timely arreste

identification of relief needs and

Resident Coordinator’s role “sig- fr
the sources and modalities to meet

mﬂcanél)‘ streamlined” coordina- RAWALPINDI:

tion effort for the Government, these needs INP Rawalpindi district police
gn the djrBL‘:iu\.‘ec ?fl.’ell;mr

superintendent of olice,

Sherry Rehman stands | o5 “Raini
Capt. Muhammad Amir

Khan conducted raids in
different areas and netted
17 anti-secial elements
including five Proclaimed
Offenders (POs) and eight
for possessing  illemal

among 100 most influential
people in the world

KARACHI: The famous everything due to the natural - ,
American Time Magazine has  disaster at the COP 27 meeting | Jeons Deviocs 1Sy
ncluded 7 akistan's  held in Egypt 2 two Kalashnikovs and
Environment Minister Sherry A message on the American | ammuniti from their
Rehman among the 100 most Journal's website said through | possession
influer IpeuEIe in the world assionate speeches and tire- According to a police
for the year 2023 o engagenent and negotia- | spokesman.  Sadigabad

and Taxila police con-

Sherry Rehman is_ranked
ucted raids and arrested

_Sher tion at the COP 27 meeting,
sixth in ‘the category of leaders %

Sherry Rehman convineed del

in the list of 100 most influen-  egates that this injustice must | five  POs  namely
tial people in the world of end Muhammad  Nazakai,
2023 released by Time maga- e message added that | Jibran Ashraf. Zahid,

Naqash and Jahanzaib
wanted in different cases

Waris Khan,
Naseerabad, Rawat, and
Chontra police held eight
accused namely Abdul
Wahab, Afaq. - Rameez
Rashid, Numan, Bilal,
Saddar Khan, Arif and
recovered five 30 bore
pistols, two Kalashnikovs
and ammunition from
their possession INP

Th
COP 27 concluded with the
historic decision that the inter-
website states that Pakistan's national community agreed for
share in global carbon emis- the first time to establish a
sions is very small, but last Damage and Disaster Fund for
year, one-third of Pakistan was  countries facmg natural disas-
submerged in floods due to the  ters According to Time maga-
environmental crisis zine, this is a big step towards

According to Time maga- environmental justice but
zine, in ovember, Sherry there is still a lot of work to be
Rehman became the voice of done, we will need more fig-
the flood victims who lost ures like Sherry Rehman. IN

zine
The message on the journal's

ISLAMABAD:; Fedrnl Minister l'n Pove
Marri addressing a press conference.

tries’ meeting noted that the terrorism-related security
situation in Afghanistan was still severe and reaffirmed
their commitment to enhance cooperation on counter-
security among neighboring countries

threat

“Terrorism is a common enemy and peace and stabil-
ity is & collective responsibility. Any action by IAG 1o
rein in anti-Pakistan ¢lements and nat to let Afghan soil
against Pakistan would strengthen brotherly relations

berween the two countries,” a security analyst said
Minister of State for Foreign Affarrs Hina Rabbani
Khar, who also addressed the meeting said, “We also
believe that more needs to be done to eradicate the
foothold of terrorist organizations from Afghanistan,
without distinction and in a concerted an
manner. Greater cooperation and coordination with the
interim Afghan Government remains cntical. We lTook
to working closely with the neighbouring

states and the international community to this end ™
She said the menace of terrorism continued 10 blight
the lives of Afghan people on a daily basis and the
posed by terrorist organizations to the neigh-

bouring states and the region, had accentuated. INP

uniform

Pakistan highly
values its relations with
Indonesia: Mugam

PESHAWAR: Adviser to the Prime
Minister for Political and Public Affairs,
National Heritage and Culture, Engr
Amir Mugam on Friday smd that
Pakistan attached great values to its rela-
tions with Indonesia, which were gov-
erned by mutual respect and coopera-
tion.
Engr Amir Mugam expressed these
views during his meetmg with
Ambassador of the Republic
Indonesia, Adam Mulawarman_Tugi
that called on him at his office in
Islamabad, says a press release issued
here today 2 G -

Adviser to Prime Minister Engr Amir
Mugam conveyed that Pakistan anached
sreat value “to its relations with
ndonesia which were governed by

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mi

ter for Interior Rana Sa

mutual resﬁec\ and cooperation and
expressed that Pakistan and Indonesia
had maintsined decades-old close and
cordial relations which had historical
roots,

He said Pakistan was looking forward
to further strengthen bilateral relations
with Indonesian cultural heritage vis-a-
wis regular exchange

Ambassador Adam Mulawarman
Tugio acknowledged the existing
scope and scale of cooperation in the
field of cultral heritage between the
two countries and desired to under-
take joint ventures in respective fields
on progressive basis. He invited Enpr
Amir Mugam to visit Indonesia,
which was accepted by the adviser to
the Prime Minister IN

ullah Khan, Federal

Defem:g Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Federal Minister for Commerce
Syed Naveed Qamar, during a meeting of committee to control the smuggling of

essential commodities.

Sindh Govt launches 2nd
route electric bus
service in Karachi

KARACHI: The Sindh government
on Friday launched the second route of
the electric bus service in Karachi under
its Peoples Bus Service programme.

The new route No 2 of the EV bus
service will start from Baharia Town and
end at Malir Halt via M9 Toll Plaza,
Bagai University, Jinnah Avenue, Malir
Cantt, Tank Chowk, Model Colony.

Imtaally, 13 electric buses wall run on
this route

Earlier, in a tweet, the PPP leader said,
“Sindh government under the direction
of party’s leadership and CM Sindh is
going 1o start new routes of buses for the
peaple of Karachi, Three new routes will
start in current month of Ramadan. The

ublic can use now new fleet
uses'It is pertinent to mention here
that, this year in January the government
launched the first route of electric bus
service. The buses on route | run
between Karachi Airport and Seaview.

The first route of the electric bus serv-
ice starts from Tank Chowk near Jinnah

Avenue to pass through Airport, Sharea
Faisal, F']‘(_p, Korangﬁ(oad Khayaban-i
Ittehad to reach Clock
Seaview

Last week Sindh Information and
Transport  Minister  Sharjeel Inam
Memon disclosed that on the directives
of Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah,
the proposal 1o increase the fares of the
Peoples Bus Service, which 1s opera-
tional in Karachi and other urban pans
of the province, has been deferred twice
for the benefit of the people.

The transport minister told the media
Fr:rwns_rhal the proposal to increase the
ares of the Peoples Bus Service was
presented twice in the meeting of the
provincial cabinet but it was deférred on
the directives of the CM ) .

Memon said the CM has given direc-
tions to this effect to ensure the welfare

Tower at

imum possible extent amid the phenor
enal hike in the prices of essential prod-
ucts INP

Govt asked to set up
payment gateways to facilitate
freelancers: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The State Bank of
Pakistan nieeds 1o formulate a policy o
rovide ease of currency exchange to
reelancers.

“A national money exchange hub. is
necessary to provide freelancers with
ease of converting their foreign currency
into the Pakistani rupee,” stresses
Zohaib Lashari, a freelancer and coor
nator of student support mentor
Enablers, a reputed Amazon FBA com-
pany, and Pakistan's largest e-commerce
n'adleng and training platform.

He said the esiablishment of local
market hubs for dollar exchanﬁge was the
need of the hour. “Enablers helps free-
lancers provide their services ta foreign
compamies or individuals, These free-
lancers remit their earnings using differ-
ent channels. These channels are used as
exchangers to convert foreign payments,
mostly in dollars, into Pakistani curren-

y. These channels are used as per the
preference of the client. We can not bind
them to use any specific payment chan-
nel, However, the foreign exchange

channels, also called merchants, usually
deduct large amounts as fees o taxes,
And when we further exchange the dol-
lars, we are charged acoord]gng to the
open market rates. This is because we do
not have any proper platform to get our
own dollars directly,” explained Zohaib
Lashari

He went on to say that they had to hire
ars. “Our

)
lars. Sometimes we get it dy
the money changers, but it is too costly
as we have to pay Rs25 to Rs30 above
and over the existing dollar rate.
ul ore, a money exchanger does-
o't transfer dollars in your account if he
is paid in rupees. Such issues are forcing,
a great number of Pakistani_freelancers
to move to other countries,” he further
cxrjamud.
ashari noted that official exchange
channels operated under the policy of
the State Bank would help them gef our
hard-earned money with ease.




