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PTI constitutes 3-member

committee for dialogue on

political crisis

Levies force Kohlu
helping elderly and

News Desk:

Levies force Kohlu has
been helping elderly and dif-
ferently-abled people during
ration  distribution (_"hue%‘
Secretary Balochistan, Abdul
Aziz Ugaili took to the social
media network Twitter and
shared wmases of levies ew-
:,onnel heénn;. aged peo

appreciatey lhe
Euf'orm.mu of levies force
ohlu and remarked that the
force is_second to one in
terms of felformmb their
professional duties.

Balochistan
government
announces
special
Ramazan
package

The Balochistan govern-
ment has announced a special
package of providing ration
to 1,00,000 deserving and
needy families across the
province in the sacred month
of Ramazan ul Mubarak

It was very difficult for the
provineial rﬁmd department
and the provincial disaster and
management authority
(Pnr\h) to ensure the distri-

bution

levies

crowds approaching the dis-
tribution pomnts

deployed at all distribution
points to make sure uninter-
rupted distribution of flour

among deserving and needy
families.

of rations because of

herefore,
personnel have been

other commodities

Levies maintains
order in more
than 90 percent
area of
Balochistan

dlfferently abled people

{ ‘[1‘

Balochistan’s levies force
has always been at the fore-
front to assist people during
floods and other natural dis-
asters. The foree is responsi-
ble for maintaining law and
e e bl e
area of the province, the
country’s areawise largest
province
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Election won't be held
on May 14 despite 'all-out

efforts':

2 youth drowned

interior minister

while bathing
in Hub river

Ttyas Kamboh:

HUB:Two young men

drowned while bathing in
the Hub River on Sunday

oth young men breathed
their "last "in the river
Rescue workers reached
the spot and recovered
the dead bodies.

The dead bodies were
shifted to the hospital. A
large number of friends

relatives reached the
hospital. Heartbreaking
scenes were witnessed
when the dead bodies of
the young men were
brouggﬂ 10 the hospital
River Claims 10
Lives in One and a half
| months

It should be noted that
in the last one and a half
months,

On receiving the infor-
mation about the incident

the Hub River of drowning in deep

has claimed more than 10

of men, women, and
n, yet the Hub
administration could not
impose a ban on bathing
in the river, locals of the

water, Edhi volunteers
pulled out the bodies of
the two drowned youths
from the water and

area have complained E’&ﬁw‘ them mqﬁn
Government  Hospital
Tke dead Hub, where they were

identified as 17-year-old

bodles Anas son of Musharraf
a’\::l i 16-year-old

uzama
were After the operation, the
bodies were handed over

shifted to
hospital

m |he heirs. The deceased

a  resident of
Osmanabad Lyari,
Karachi

No bullet and bomb proof vehicle:
CM Balochistan announces

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA Chiel" Minister Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo on Samrday anmounced nol 10
use any bulletproof and hombproof vehicles in the
future. The Chiel Minister directed his principal
secretary to park all bulletproof and bomb-proof
vehickes and stop using them ~Life and death are
in the hands of Allah Almighty”, Mr. Bizenjo said.
He also directed the provincial minisiers, mem-
bers of the assembly, and police officials 10 avoid
using bulletprool and bombproof vehicles in
Balochistan.

In most cases, poor
security personnel
sacrifice and VIPs survive
attacks: Bizenjo

CM Balochistan noted that in most
cases, it has been witnessed that secumv
personnel sacrifice their lives and the V1
travel in bulletproof and bomb-proof vt.h|—
cles during terrorist attacks.

“We have to protect the people rather
than ourselves”, Mr. Bizenjo said Mir
Quddus Bizenjo stated that 'if death was
coming then none can stop it,

“No VIP route”

“There should be no VIP visit route for
Mr. Bizenjo directed his principal
socn.tarv and other hlg}'hlcvc] officials.
Masses should not face problems because
of our VIP visits, he mentioned,
Quddus Bizenjo stated that the govern-
ment was committed to adopting an aus-
terity drive to translate its words into

PTI constitutes 3-member committee
for dlalogue on polltlcal crisis

A day after Jamaat-i-Islami (JT)
emir Sirajul Haq launched a “con-
sensus offensive” mmed at bringing
ﬂu. rovernment and opposition clos-

the PTI on Sunday constituted a
lhn.wmcmbu committee to hold a
dialogue “on the ungumg il
crisis in the o toa
statement issued (uLlny‘ PTI Wu.dm.
Pervaiz Khattak, Ejaz Chaudhry,
and Mian Mehmoodur Rasheed will
hold a dialogue with JI. The devel-
opment comes after the JT chief held
meetings with PTI Chairman Imran
Khan and Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif at their residences in Lahore.

During the meetings on Saturday,
Haq suggested thal a commitiee
should be set u%ﬂ develop a larger
consensus for holding elections in
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtun-khwa and
eventually the whole countr

Both PM Shehbaz an Imran
appreciated Hag's efforts and
assured him of the\r full coopera-

way

tion, agreeing that elections were the

of ‘prevailing econamic, political
and constitutional crises.

Sources in the JI told Damn at
as part of his efforts to hm‘t ha
ties to the negotiating table, ar.}
also planned to meet PPP leader Asif
Zardari after Eid
breakthrough in
weeks Earlier this week, former

forward to pull the country out

comprising
illani,

and expected a
the next two

Asif Ali
gested aII political
parties sit together and develop a
consensus on a single date for (\le
elections.For this purpose, the
has formed a three-member
Senator Yousuf Raza \T‘L
‘ederal
Commeme Syed Naveed Qamar and
dviser on Kashmir
G\l{,ll Baltistan Web Desk

president and PPP
Zardan also sug

As the date for polls in
the country 15 well in the
debate, Tnterior Minister
Rana Sanaullah asserted
on Sunday that elections
to the Punjab Assembly
would not be held on
May 14 despite "all-out
efforts” of the oeg‘pmmnn
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

)

(PT).

Elections across the
country would be held at
thl. aEpomltd time this

e said while talk-
to the
for | Faisalabad,
Despite the Supreme
and | Cour's order to hold
elections in Punjab on

media in

.
May 14, as well as pres-

sure from the Imran
Khan-led former ruling
party, the secunity czar
said elections would be

"held together” under the

far away
The

the Punjab and Khyber

caretaker setup. "I cle
tions are not held in May,
then October \c not 100

action.

VIPs attacked in Balochistan in the past

Chief Minister's announcement has
come a few days after repeated terrorist
attacks in Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan. Tn the past, convoys of the
former chief minister, Nawab Muhammad
Aslam Raisani and former Governor
= Balochistan, Nawab Zulfigar Magsi were
| targeted  through bomb  explosions,
However, they both survived the attacks.

Masses have welcomed the announce-
ment made by Chief Minister Balochistan
Although lhcv wm. still skeptical about

the
nmde by the (.M m 1h|s wgard
[here has also been no response from
provincial ministers, members of the
assembly and senior officials in this
regard.

Election won't be held
on May 14 despite 'all-out
efforts : mterlor minister

Pakhunkhwa (KP)
assemblies on January 14
and 18, respectively,in a
bid to force the ruling
coalition to hold early
general election

Calling former pnme
minister Imran
"ima* (chaos), Sanatllah
said that he had been
brought 1o power through
a_"conspiracy”. "Their
[PTTs] policies over four
years created a crisis situ-
ation for the country "

Sanaullah said "Khan
used to claim that he
either would prefer 1o die by
Tl had dissolved  suicide” instead  of

approaching, Web Desk

Religious Affairs Minister Mufti Abdul Shakoor
laid to rest in KP’s Lakki Marwat

Religious Affairs Minister Mufti Abdul Shakoor, who had died last night

in a road accident in Islamabad, was laid to rest
am% of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Lakki Marwat dis!

The federal minister and Jamiat Ulema-i-|

unday in Tajbi Khel
ict,
Islam Fazl (JUI-F} leader had

died in a road accident in the capital’s Red Zone area on Saurday evening

According 10 the police,

icle with five passengers on boar

a nearby golme alaum\ for mvesuganm\
Mufii Shakoor’s funer:

many JUI-F workers, politicians and locals of the area
Dawar and JUI leader Mm\\ana Muhammad Anwar were also present.

fiew this post on Instags
Hailin;

| prayers in Lakki Marwat were attended

from Lakki \'Ianua( Mufti Shakoor was a vocal JUL-F leader

the minister, 35 was heading towards
Secretariat Chowk on Constitution Avenue when his car was hit by a Hilux
v

The minister was immediately shifted to the Polyclinic Hospital in a
critical condition, but he couldn’t be resuscitated. At the time,
all the five occupam s of the other vehicle had been arrested and shifted to

olice said

MNA \{0]15‘]7%.!

Meanwhile, a first information report (FIR) was registered in Islamabad
against five suspects involved in the road accident

;I

FIR, a

. & copy of which is available with Dawn.com, was filed late on

udfatullah under Sections 279 (rash driving or riding on a public

E?mrda nigl ht at Islamabad’s Secretariat police station on the complaint
of s

age 1o the amou

way), 32 (pumdlmen(mr qatl bn»ﬁababi)aﬂd 427 (mlwhlefcauwnu dam-

nt of fifty upees)
In the bllLQudm[uUzi 31

f the Pakistan Penal Ci

said that the minister was vmtmn his house for

Iftar yes[erday He said Mufti Shakoor had left for Parliament Lodges at

B2pm

E\lakonr s dmer atl

ment car, a Tayota

r, the cnanlamam said
pm regarding the minister's death. The complainant
~ said that the driver told his cook that the minister was driving his govern-
Corolla, when a Hilux crashed into it due to the other
driver’s “inattentiveness and carelessness”.
dratullah noted that as the matter was of a “highly sensitive degree”,

his cook received a call from Mufti

“Justice should be served” to the victim byl’-l considering every aspect” and
taking action against those present in the

Lafe last night, Islamabad ll(:nlme had sha red pictures of Islamabad
Inspector General Akbar Nasir Khan and Chief Commissioner Muhammad
Usman Younus visiting the area where the accident took place Weh Desk

and was known for his fi mep ches against his political rivals, especial-
I)' the PTI. He had won the National Assembly seat of NA-51 in the 2018
general elections from the platform of the Muttahida M i=Amal.

FIR registered against 5 suspects
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functional in Balochistan

can alw

hospitals ?

In Balochistan’s government-
ys be found non-functional. In th
ernment-run  hospital, the Bolan Medical Complex
(BMCH), the angmgraphg‘ and angioplasty machines are out of
order for the last two and half

If years.

hospitals, expensive equipment
provinee’s largest gov-

ospital

This is nothing new in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan, Now

Eﬂlle]llb and their attendants
xpensive machines including C

re mentally prepared for this,
T-Scan, MRI, angiography, etc can

always be found out of order in BMCH and civil hospitals. District
headquarters hospitals, basic health units. and rural health centers

pa_i[yl a bleak picture when it comes (o health facilit

s and services.

"his daily’s report about out of order machines fell on deaf ears
This daily recently reported a news item regarding the non-func-
angioplasty machines. Nevertheless, the

tional angiography an
high-ups including the Chief Secretary, Secretary of
s preferred nof 1o take notice,

provingial

ealth, and oiher concerned offic

The report rather fell on deaf ears . y
It is erystal clear that deserving and poor patients and their atten-
dants are the worst sufferers of the non-functional expensive

machines. The doctors and the para-medics are the beneficiaries of

this.

Patients the worst sufferers of out order machines

If the machines are out of order, the patients have no option other
than to conduct the tests and procedures in private hospitals and
clinics. Balochistan Health Minister, Syed
daily that there are reports that doctors and paramedics deliberately
make these expensive machines out of order. Senior doctors reject-
ed the minister’s claim and held the latter responsible for all the
mess in the health department

In this blame game between doctors and the minister, the common
man is the worst sufferer. The provincial government in lr-qncral and

ch

the health department in particular shoul

tional since 1t is their core responsibility.

make the ma

hsan Shah told this

ines fune-

Looming threat of climate

change in Pakista

threat-
ened with the chal-
lenges  of _climate
chandt_l‘l: Be it global
stan iz e nal
erabihty  caused
due to climatic threats,
Pakistan 1s on crossing
the red line. This is so
alarming as much as
is =0 mteresting, s
there someone looking
after climate change al
1 cial rfb

the prowv

al Evel

The |
Ministry of Climate

Change at the federal

are environmental pro-
techion agencies that
look after the conform-
ity of environmental
régulations in various
sectors contmbuting to
certain_types of pollu-
tions. These provinci
agencies act as regula-
ors and with a stick
they enforce the envi-
ronmental laws which
can_cater for only a
Immited version or a
speck of what forms
the big idea of climate
change. At the provin-
cial Tevels like at the
federal level, there
no agency that is tech-
meally sound, com-
posed” of such profes-
sionals and equipped
with such facilities
to counter the grand
horror  of  climate
change.

No climate change
data being collected at
the provincial level

As for the data and
statistics, there
much

level 1s pl 1
act only as a regulator
and one that has the
technical capacity to
stll maneuver onl

checking th
ambient airs.

Similarly, at_all the
provincial Tevels, there

and silos-approach as
much 1t 15 m' the nier-
governmental _coordi-
nation mechanism. The
guu.‘.mmrlc not of the.

earth of ampleness of
data however 1t 15 how
the data 1s made mean-
ingful. No any
provincial-level one

could ensure that any
climate-onented  data
is being collected. The
aforementioned agen-
cies only ensure the
quality “of air by
recording the various
saseous ciussions i
‘ﬁne ambient airs. The
Pakistan Metrological
Centers throughout the
country pick up con-
ventional weather data
w varous means but
1§ hardly translated
into. making a mean-
ingful statement on
where we stand on cli-
mate change.
As t‘orgollc S
rules and reg
we are more affluent
an the d

o policies,
odes are worth writing
to our expertise but
when given to sece
them on the ground
being  implemented:
only darkened eulogies
are” symphonized at
shrieks ad infinitum.
The laws are being
mu]l\ﬁllsd each day
and have become as
difficult as to remem-
ber the exact number
of laws on one single
SCCtor.

The National
Climate Change Pohcy
2012 remains a docui-

ment of the past being
ushed  to I
though it was the vital
document that elevated
the Division of
Climate Change to a
Mimstry level vet the
promising implemen-
tation never has come
off until this date.
Though a devolved
subject yet the NCCP
grants the legitimacy
o the Mustry of
Climate Change to
wreathe  all - the
provinces together in
one garland of beauti-
ful working and legal
integration to manage
the national issue of
climate change.

The Climafe Change
Act 2017 was another
move towards climate
consolidation that
promised to establish
the Pakistan Climate
Change Authority,
Climate Change

Council, and Chmate
Change Fund all of
which were last time
seen in 2017 when the

M
Change must realize
that 1t 1s the orgamza-
fion at the federal level
entirely responsible for

n

mad Jehan

catering ,
change affairs
integration of such a
central body with the
provinces would be the
next challenge given to,
Vi 1zation of
Chimat

something which
should not be made
political though plob-
ally 1t 1s something
which has become an
element of political
decisiveness as in the
Biden-Trump tha
Nature and nurture
along with the poten-
tial of Pak-Met office
and reac{}]l are 1o

integrated an
enhanced fully at the
federal and provincial
levels with the climate
change organizations
so formed above,
data and stanstics
need to be enhanced
and made up o the
mark as being interna-
tionally  acceptable
with proper transcrip-
tions and applications
of data. A lot must be
done to keep lhe#'
eralists away from
making any decisions
and calling the shots
and the professionals
are given the entry
who " have both the
capacity and the legit-
imacy,

“Power precedes liber-

ty — ... liberty, from the
very nature of things, is
dependent

on
aner ... Thus wrote the
nglish lawyer, judge,
writer and philosopher,
James Fitzjames Stephen
in his book
Equality,
(\}m) i

lephen. o defender of
old English liberalism,
was a proponent of the
concept of Ordered
Liberry'. He was first a
friend but later a critic of
John_ Stuart Mill and his
treatise  “On_ Liberty’
(1859), a major source
today for free speech
advacacy Stephen’s own
lesser-known book, in
which he eriticised Mill
was_said to be partl
inspired by his experi-
ences in India Between
1869 and 1872 he was a
legal member of the
Viceroy's Executive
Council in India and on
the  Indian Law
Commission. He had a
major hand in shaping
PaKistani law.

Aside from his prim
view of human nature and
disdain for Mill’s concep-
tion of individual liberty.
Stephen, believed in the
inequality of men and
women and believed that
women, being the weaker
sex, would not be able 1o
enjoy the protection of
men, if men and women
were placed on the same
legal and educational
footing His discriminato-
y views extended to
pelitical inequality as he
was also perturbed by the

iberty,
Fraternity”

The man behind
our sedition law

expanding democracy in
Fnli,f:and %l the nmey In
1867 the English elec-
torate doubled, and all
adults had the mght to
vote. He believed univer-
sal  suffrage  would
achieve nothing because
political power would not
change its nature. The
person commanding the
greatest number would
still rule. Strength in
whatever form would still
determine ultimate peliti-
cal power.

“In 1867, Stephen was
given the high-profil
task to prosecute the gov-
emor of Jamaica, Edward
yre, for wrongly_order-
ing the court martial and
execution of a Jamaican
olitical rival and critic
or involvement in the
Morant Bz:h' Rebellion of
1863, Oddly during the
court hearing, Stephen
was observed praising
Eyre as a courageous man
who had acted hon-
ourably in an emergency
to suppress a rebellion
This  would obviously
contribute to the failure
of the prosecution and
showed his sympathies
towards a racist authori-

tarjan

In 1869, Stephen went
to India and drafted the
Indian Evidence Act and
reworked the draft of the
Indian Contract Act, both
inherifed by Pakistan and
effective to this day. His
most teresting,  but
unsurprising, contribu-
tion is the amendment of
the Indian Penal Code in
1870 which introduced
Section 1244, the law of

sedition, Tn short, Section
124A prohibits words or
ather ~ conduct  which
causes hatred or con-
tempt, or excites disaffec-
tion {disloyalty or feel-
ings of enmity) towards
the government.

Pakistan inherited the
Indian Penal Code when
it gained its independ-
ence. It was considered a
masterpicce drafted pri-
marily by the notable
English jurist Thomes
Babington Macaulay. The
first draft of the penal
code was completed in
1837 but was enacted in
1860 due to delays. The
urgency to enact then was
Iar%t:ly rompted by the
18357" Indian War of
Independence or  the
Indian Mutiny as the
British called it. The
Penal Code was designed
to make imperial authori-
ty more effective and
legitimate, and there was
no better time than after
the rebellion

Macaulay had  not
included the law of sedi-
tion at the time of enact-
ment of the Penal Code in
1860 — perhaps due to his
libertanian  sensibilities
regarding  oppressive
state powers. He had also
followed the lead of the
US censtitution and limit-
ed the offence of treason
o levying war fagnum
the state) only, as
oprnsed to Englishi crin
nal law where treason
offences were expansive
and included planning the
sovereign's death and
assisting enemies at war.

In 1870, Stephen

inserted all of the missing
offences regarding trea-
son and  sedition by
amendment (sections
121A, 1244, and 125 of
the Penmal Code). He
showed surprise regard-
ing the omissions by
Macaulay and considered
such offences 1o be
“required in the circum-
stances” According to
Stephen, the law of sedi-
Hon was necessary to pro-
tect the British ‘colonial
government in India from
issent and rebellion
is book *A Histary
of the Criminal 1
England’ (1883),
strongly advocated for
laws against sedition. He
was clear that freedom of
speech should be limited
to protect against the
s{nead of dangerous ideas
that could ingite violence
of overthiow of the gov-
ernment. Stephen consid-
ered sedition to_be an
nce against internal
public tranquility but not
necessarily accompanied
by or leading to open vio-
lence
So why is it that the
gavernmeént could not be
expected  to  tolerate
words  causing  mere
hatred, contempt, or dis-
affection short of incite-
ment to violence? The
simple reason is that sedi-
tion was seen as a prelim-
inary step that could (but
not " necessarily would)
lead 10 an actual rebel-
lion. Seditious words
were sufficient for the
government to be offend-
ed, even in the absence of
a risk of a rebellion, and

By Mian Sami ud
1o punish such speech
The deeper reason per-
haps relates to Stephen’s
understanding  of _ the
social construct within
which this law must exist

Stephen distinguished
two types of relationships
betwéen rulers and their
subjects. One where the
rulér is the agent and ser-
vant of subjects,
accountable to them and
capable of being censured
and replaced The law of
sedition was not required
in such a relationship
The other type he stated
was where “the ruler is
regarded as the superior
of the subject” and
such a relationship “it
must necessarily follow
that it is wrong 1o censure
him openly, . mistakes
should be pointed out
with the utmost respect,
and.. na censure should
be cast upon him likely or
designed to diminish” his
authority™ Tt is clear
which relationship
between ruler and sub-
jects Stephen preferred,
and us Pakistanis are not
in the least unfamiliar
with such a relationship,
We have had our share of
ilian and mili-
viewed their

the wa
d during the
Victorian era. The Penal
Code and the Criminal
Procedure Code were
held to be great legisla-
tive achieveinents. Some
may argue that it would
be reductiomsm to dis-
miss such legislat
essentially an exercise in
power.

A bonfire of literary

hat use do
we have for
the poets,
writers and,
in a general

sense, intel-
lectuals whose business it
is to teach us to think, to
feel and to dream? Well, o
measure of what such
creative individuals have
contributed to our society
is available in the quality
and strength of our intel-
lectual, educational and
cultural resources.

Sadly, any assessment
that you make in this
repard would leave you
with a larger deficit than
there is in the nation's
financial balance sheet
And we do not seem to be
so worried about our
ntellectual deficit while
we struggle so desperate-
ly 1o make ends meet,
collectively. Nor 15 1t 50
evident to us that both the
deficits have a symbiotic
relationshi

Anyhow, we have
some comforting distrac-
tions around this time of
year. Call it a bonfire
of literary festivals. This
weekend, we have the
14th edition of the
Karachi Literature
Fy F

{3

£

st
may rightly be desi
as the mother of all liter-
ary festivals of Pakistan
1t is surely a big event,
tilting somewhat towards
an economic dimension
with the theme le.
Planet and Possibilities”

t as 1 wrte these
words, I have stall to fully
recover from the hang-
aver of the literary fest-
val I attended in Lahore
last weekend. Actually, a
centain kind of mood that

]

festivals

is aroused by a literary
festival is passing on
from one event to the
next, While there will be
time to sum up one’s
involvement  with  the
resent season of the
SLF, let me dwell a bit on
my experience of Lahore.

In fact, the three-day
Pakistan Laterature
Festival — PLF - held at
Alhamra was an inaugu-
ral event of 1ts own kind,
adding a new chapter to
the catalopue of our lier-
ary celebrations. It was
sponsored by the Arts
Council of  Pakistan,
Karachi, and was wholly
orgamzed by a rteam
transported from Karachi.
Tt goes to the credit of the
Arts Council’s president,
Abmed Shah, and his
energetic team that it
turned out to be a success,
with 1ts focus on youth
and a lively blend of liter-
ature, current aftars, arts
and music

For me, the real worth
of a literary festival is not
so much “the discourse
that is held in specific
sessions bul what tran-
spires on_the sidelines.

his coming together of
scores of leading writers
and eritics, including
some  from  abroa
inspires an endl
of casual encount
can be so insightful and
invigorating. Lahore last

veek, thus, was a feast
for me as Karachi 1s turn-
ing out 1o be.

Ah, but the PLF was
flanked by sad news
When some of us were
waiting to board the flight
for Lahore on Friday fast
week, we got the message
that Amjad Islam Amjad

had die

the return
Monday, we
Zia Mohyeddin’s demise
in Karachi, However, the
tming of these tragedies
has allowed us to share
our sorrow. Amjad Islam
Amjad’s absence was
very conspicuous in the

Lahore festival and both,

ahare
In Lahore, because this
weekend  the  Faiz
Foundation is holdin;
Tth - a
Festival at Alhamra and it
iss as elaborately desioned
as, say, the KLF That
these major festivals have
averlapped i
because the literary stars
we have are limited in
number and some of them
have 1o rush from one
place to the other to make
appearances in both
And then, there is the
tenth editton of the
Lahore Literary Festival
next week, also
at Alhamra. That 15 wh
see all this as the bonfire
of lierary festivals, illu-
minating Tor a brief pen-
od our relatively barren
cultural and literary land-
scape. For the litérati of
Karachi and Lahore, this
flecting interlude is a
moveable feast. The pity
of it is that with all these
really enterprising ven-
wres, they cannot bring

is a

Basant back to Lahore.
Incidentally, this past
week during month

of February, marked as
spring in the calendar,
had landmark dates that
provide

Growing discontent

By Abdul Sattar

Interacting with people
has always!been one of
the main_ components of
the art of ruling, In India,
the panchayat system 1n
villages ensures that peo-
ple from the ruling class
regularly interact with the

emac-
racies like the UK, local
parliamentarians invest
their energies in schemes
that appease their voters.
They also prefer to meet
their constituents by reg-
ulasly visiting their con-
stituencies and spanng
some nme for those who
vote them into ,
In the past, Greek city
states, including Athens,

echa.
nism that could help them
learn about people’s sen-
timents, Even Sparta,
which was dictatoral i
nature, had crafted some
principles that would
enable them 1o have first-
hand knowledge of peo-
ple’s feelings,

In Pakistan, there has
been a lack of interaction
between the ruling elite
and_ the people. Many
parliamentanans prefer to
stay in federal and
provincial _ capitals,
gn]eo])'m[i' luxuries of life
in elite housing societies
and upscale neighbour-
hoods. Tt is true (ﬁnl they
show up at the funerals of
some local notables in
their constituencies, but
mostly they remain away
from their native towns
and only bother to meet
their voiers at the time of
elections.

These politicians do
not have proper offices in
their constituencies to
meet their voters and

learn about their prob-
lems, After becoming
public  representalives,
they completely ignore
their voters who come in
draves to cast their votes
and help them win

ur prime ministers,
who should be in the
quer and lower houses
of parliament to_answer
the questions of public
representatives,  find
excuses to avoid these
sessions, I is true that
some former prime min-
isters did attend the ses-
sions, but it is also a bitter
truth that most of them
frequently offer excuses
to remain absent from
such gatherings

For instance, former
rime  min awaz
shanf was a
number of eritics for giv-
ing less time to_parlia-
ment during 2013 and
201 He ™ reportedly
attended 63 days during
his tenure after which he
was disqualified
Nawaz's nephew Hamza
Sharif attended only 31
sessions. His younger
brother, Shehbaz Sharil
was criticize -
ping various sessions of
the Punjab  Assembly
despite being the leader
of the house

During the same term,
the political rival of the
Sharifs, Imran Khan, also
‘had the lowest attendance
in parliament. During the
2013-2018  term, ~ he
attended only 20 National
Assembly sessions out of
the total of 465.

Not only do prime min-
is:cn and”chiel ministers
ove to ignore parliamen-
tary 5ess§|5gns. but federal
and provincial mimisters
also follow in the foot-
steps of their political

mentors when it comes to
attending legislative ses-
S10Ns any ministers
and advisers spend their
time in different coun-
tries, attending wvarious
conferences or accompa-
nying the prime mimster
as a member of the dele-
gation
Eﬂl'hcse who
parliamenta
often witness the anger of
various commitiee mem-
bers over the absence cil'
it

monitor

ministers and adv t
seems that members of
our ruling elite are not
only indifferent 1o the
problems of their con-
stituents, but are also
accustomed to skipping
the meetings held to dis
cuss such problems. This
indifference  prompts
them to come up with
anti-people olicies
Their development
schemes and social proj-
ects indicate that they
cater to the needs of the
select few, They seem to
ave  less  awareness
about the issues heing
faced by the people.
For ~instance, since
1988, the country may
have witnessed hundred:
of development and infra-
structure  projects, and
most of these projects
were designed in a way
that led to the demolition
of numerous slums and
low-income areas

From the  Lyari
Expressway and Gujjar
Nullah affectees and

farmers around Ravi in
Lahore to victims of the
Mirani dam n
Balochistan, millions of
peaple have either been
displaced or their liveli-
hoods destroyed because
of these projects. Due to
anti-encroachment

drives, thousands of peo-
ple Iose their sources of
emplayment every year,
1t is amusing that authori-
ties never pay attention to
elite schools or expensive
hotels or thousands of
private-praperty owners
who encroach upon cost-
Iy public land. The ruling
e%ne still plans to launch
such schemes that will
largely affect the poor
residents of various local
ities, We are yet to see
those who have
encroached rallways land
will be evicted ‘or not
when the railway upgrade
projects are carned out in
the next few year

ut why do sections of
our ruling elite demon-
strate such nonchalance
towards ordinary people?
The answer lies1n lack of
interaction between the
rulers and the ruled.
There was a time when
sections of the elite
would send their siblings
to low-cost schools, pub-
lic universibies and gov-
ernment colleges where
rich people would get an
opportunity o inleract
with students from di
ent financial  back-
grounds. But with the rise
of gated communities and
ultra-modern _ housing
societies. such interaction
has come 1o an end.

Elite and posh neigh-
bourhoods have their own
schools and higher educa-
tion institutions which are
affiliated with foreign
education  institutions.
Small markets and ven-
dors outside these areas
used to be one of the
ways connecting the rich
of "the country to veg-
etable sellers or shop-
keepers. With the rise of
shopping  malls, such

interaction is also over.

> clory owners in
the past would visit their
manufacturing  plants,
interacting  with _ their
employees. Now with the
rise of modern technolo-
gy, the owners can moni-
tor workers through
CCTV or any maobile
application. The fall of
trade unions, which used
to protest against harsh
waorking conditions or
non-acceptance of their
demands,  has  also
reduced the need for cap-
italists to show up at fac-
tories and talk to workers

Most politicians from
the bottom layer of social
stratification made it to
parliament through stu-
dent and trade union poli-
tics.  Jehangir  Badar,
Igbal Haider, Taj Haider,
Y&ailaj Muhammad Khan
and others were involved
i either trade unions or
student politics. Our rul-
ing elite has weakened
trade unions and banned
student  organizations
deliberately

Consequently, it has
become almosi impaossi-
ble for a low-income p
son to participate i poli-
tics, and entering the
Pakistani parliament has
now become just a dream
for ordinary !JeopWe It is
no wonder then that an
overwhelming majority
of our lawmakers 1n
provincial assemblies and
parliament aremillion-
aires and billionaires.
And these people serve
the same class.

If our politicians want
to consolidate demoeratic
traditions, they need to
reconnect with the people
and interact with them

The depositor’s

nflation is at
its highest ever
level,”a mix of
a global com-
modity  super
cycle, a never
ending series of bad poli-
oy isions, and the
inability to take any deci-
sions,

Inflation is the worst
kind of tax, and mostly
materializes
country consi
deficits (its e

when &
ently runs

deficit through more hor-
rawing As inflation has
consistently remained in
double digits in the last
five years, the real inter-
est rates have stayed in
the negative territory over
the last three ve:

A real interest rate is
simply the difference
between the interest rate
in an _economy, and the
rate of inflation. As infla-
tion exceeds interest rate,
there exists a negalive
real interest rate, which
simply means that your
money will continue Tos-
ing its value in the future
As households_and busi-
nesses alike figure that
their money is going 1o
keep losing its value, they
spend that money and
rive up consumption,
which leads to a vicious
;y:lp of consumption
riving growth further
derailing an already frag-
ile economy.

Te avoid such a sce-
nario, banks
atlempt Lo maintain a real
interest rate in the posi-
tive region. In our pecu-
liar case, the central bank
— the State Bank of

interest

Pakistan — doesn't seem
to care much about real
interest rates, so it just
consistently stays reac-
tive, rathér than being
proactive. Eventually, the
central bank has to
increase interest rates,
and_this is what is_hap-
pening in  Pakistan,
wherein we are close 10
highest ever interest rates.
The IMF is also prescrib-
ing a further increase in
interest rates, which is
vehement] being
opposed by our central
bank
When interest rates
increase, the theory goes
that people start saving
more, as they get a higher
return, and r
sumption
around, something differ
ent is happening. Banks
are calling their depesi-
tors to convert their con-
ventional savings account
to  Islamic  savings
account, On the surface,
this leoks like a pious and
noble cause, but going
ceper ane_figures that
this is a business decision
1o extract greater profits
from unaware depositors.
The central bank - the
State Bank of Pakistan
mandates that the rern
SAVINgS  accounts
should not be lower than
the floor rate as mandated
by the central hank, less
05 per cent. The floor
rate currently is 16
cent, and the minimum
savings rate man
the central bank 1s 153
percent y
But this is only appli-
cable for conventional
savings accounts, and not
on Islamic  savings

By Ammar Habib Khan
accounts, or Islamic
banks. This results in a
scenario  where banks
push customers 10 move
their_deposits from con-

accounts,
get an average rate
percent of loss. Through a
pious and loaded sales
pitch, banks benefit from
information asymmetry,
and push a customer
towards Tslamic accounts
without clanfying, or
educating them on the
potential opportunity loss
that they may have to
incurThis is a classic case
of information asymme-
try. An ordinary depositor
daes not know any better,
and is the ideal vulnera-
ble target for an aggres-
sive sales campaign by a
bank to reduce its costs of
deposits. What better
sales pitch can a_bank
have than a pious pitch to
become Shariah compli-

ant

In a high inflationary
environment where real
ingomes are -
¢d, it is imperative that
depositors ~ are
blocked from accessing
prevailing interest rates
due to information asym-
metry, and lack of regula-
tory” concern. Multiple
opfions exist that allow
citizens to access high
interest rates available on
overnment _ securities,
ut due to information
asymmetry, and financial
il\ltel‘ac{) not many are
able 1o benefit. The con-
ditions that block access
are_also by design, as
such products would can-
nibalize the business of
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Maulana Abdul Shakoor
death: Court grant physical
remand of driver

ISLAMABAD: ~ The
court has granted two-
day physical remand of

o Gul Khan, the driver
of the car involved in the
accident, to the police in
which Maulana Abdul
Shakoor lost his life

According to details,
the police produced the
driver Rao Gul Khan
before Magistrate Malik
Aman at the District and

Sessions ourt
Islamabad.
The driver’s lawyer

Fahim Haider and the
Investigation Officer (10)
of Secretariat Police

Station also appeared
before the court with
records. The investigat-
ing officer feques[eg a
seven-da hysical
remand of the driver, Rao
Gul Khan,

The 10 said that there
were five people in the
car that hit Maulana
Abdul Shakoor, and the
driver was arrested at the
scene, whereas, two other
&assengels in Rau Gul

han's car uot severely
injured and he is current-
Iy receiving treatment at
the hospital,

Furthermore, the

investigating officer
informed the court that
the driver’s other two
accomplices had fled the
scene last night. The
investigation is pen

ing for the accused’s drug
test and the arrest of the
other two accomplices.

“This is a sensitive
matter and it requires suf-
ficient time for investiga-
tions_and inspections,”
the officer said.

After the hearing, the
court granted a two-day
physical remand of the
accused driver, Rao Gul
Khan, to the police INP

Lack of value-addition,
innovation causes
exports stagnation:
WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Lack
of value-addition, inno-
vation, and competitive-
ness, as well as low pro-
ductivity of the industrial
sector, have been identi-
fied as major reasans for
exports  stagnation in
Pakistan, according to &
report  published by
Pakistan  Institute  of
Development Economics

1DE;

(P

The report said the
country’s exports were
recorded at 331 billion
during the last fiscal vear
(2021-22), which were
very low compared to the
regional competitors,
uring the last two
decades, the contnbution
of exports to the coun-
try’s GDP witnessed a

decline from 16% to
10%,” the report men-
tioned,  adding that
Pakistan’s share in global
trade also dropped from
0.15% in 2003 to 0.12%
in 2021
Th stagnancy

Pakistan’s exports brm%:,
about a number hal-
lenges, such increasing
current account deficit,
burden of foreign debt,
and other macroeconomic
problems, said the report
Sajid  Amin,

fellow  at

research

Sustainable chluéjmcnt
Policy Institute (SDPI),
told WealthPK  that the
country’s exports are still
low despite the support
given by the government
to the industrial sector
over the period of time.
“Pakistan’s exports are
still below expectations
despite concessions and
subsidies being provided
to the sector,” he noted,
adding  tha lack of
research and innovation
is the primary cause of

low exports
He said that the sector
needs to be innovative
and efficient enough to
al

“Factories are being
run by installing incffi-
cient  machines which
consume extra amount of
energy,” he noted.

According to the PIDE
report, key factors behind
the country’s stagnant
exparts include Tow pro-
ductivity of firms, uncer-
tain exchange rate, lack
of competifiveness and
diversification, lack of
value and
research and develop-
ment (R&D), limited
access of firms to global
markets and high import
duties on mw material

: export_com-

make itself
competitive instead of
demanding subsidies and
concessions all the times.

Amin said_that people
are pd!yml’ the price of

subsidies being provide
to the I

electricity and  gas
“People ~ also  endure

puw:g cuts so lhml int
rupted power supply
be ensured to the sector,”
he pointed out

e said that the indus-
trial sector did not grow
up to the level it should
have been now despite
getting the desired pro-
tection from the govern-
men

P 15
a  prominent _reason
behind Pakistan’s stag-
nant exports,” the report
said, Pakistan's export

i
shrinking, while the com-
etitors like Bangladesh,
ndia, and Vietnam are
witnessing expansion in
export competitiveness,
the report added.

The PIDE report men-
tioned that manufactured
goods demonstrated
export _compeitiveness
from 1995 to 2014, while
during the last few years

(2015 onwards), the com-
etitiveness  has  been
ost.

KARACHI:Director Karachi Zoo Kunwar Ayub briefing l|le' r-nedl
about 17-year-old African elephant Noor Jehan who is in critical condi-
tion in Provincial capital.

Salik calls youth to stand
firm in times of uncertainty
to achieve their ambitions

ISLAMAB
Convener
Minorities
?\’MA) and  former
‘ederal  Minister  for
PoFma[inn Welfare Julius
Salik on Sunday called
the youth of the nation 1o
never loose heait and
stand firm in the times of
uncertainty to achieve
their ambitions and con-
tribute for the welfare of
the country.

In his “statement, the
‘WMA Convener said he
wanted 10 motivate _the
younger generation of the
cuunlr{ f r_uurgh his own
example, his life stmgﬁlc
and efforts to achieve his
goal of human services

J Salik said, "Millions
of thanks to God. At pres-
ent | am in Washington. 1
am heading towards 75
years of a;:e On 27th
August 2023, T will be 75
years old. T was born in a
tural town of Lahore in
Pakistan "

AD:
World
Alliance

He said he was in
Khanpur and was around
9 years old when he
watched an Urdu movie
“Jawani ki hawa' "Wind of
Youth' with his father
“The first song 1 liked in
my life was of the same

movie 'Ai mere dile
nadan, tu gham se na
habrana’ meaning in

nglish ‘Oh my Innocent
heart, don't be afraid of
sorrow' and [ usually sang
this song. I did not under-
stand it's meaning nor 1
understood whé, sang
that song,” he added.
Salik  said that the
song's lyrics were encom-
assing the effort of his
ife and motivated him to
continue  his  journey
despite all adds ©
here were thres inci-
dents of his life, which
his father and elder broth-
er uses to tell him, he said
adding, "My mother died
when | was only eight
years old The fifst inci-

dent of my life happened
when my age was
between 6 to & months. [
was born in Kot Lakhpat
Lahore. My father was
the managing director of
Eagle Chemical factory
which produced caustic
soda and soap, This area
has now develaped very
much and has expanded
till Bahar colony. There
are around 300 churches
now. When L was born
there were only two fam-
ilies. One of my father
and other of his in-laws."

"My uncle was Charles
whose i
became a labour leader.
The three incidents that
my father and elder
brother told me included
one was that at that ime
in late 50s there were no
passports, we had a_per-
mit and we went to India
for six months. 1 dont
remember what area it
was. There were hills and
you will find

RAWALPINDIA large number of the deserving p

any discip

Punjab.

e at Double road Distribution Point , which
others as 25th Ramadan (Today) is the Last day of free Flour scheme across the

Pak-China collaboration
helps Pakistan combat
water woes: PCRWR

ISLAMABAD: Pak-China
collaboration  could  hel
Pakistan combat water woes.

"Pakistan is among the top ten
mast vulnerable countries to cli-
mate change One of the conse-

quences of climate change is
water scarcity. China-Pakistan
water cooperation can_help

Pakistan cope with climate
change and its derived disasters
by managing water sources
through the application_of tech-
nical  means”, said Dr
Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman
of the Pakistan Couneil of
Research in Water Resources
PCRWR) according to a report
ublished by Gwadar Pro on
unday.

The UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) said last month that

SAP extends

ISLAMABAD: SAP  has
joined hands with the biggest
retail chain, Imtiaz Supermarket
for seamless operations of the
latter.

M/s Imtiaz is the biggest
retail chain with massive sales
and a huge customer base, with
almost 14,000 employees,
850K+  customers — across
Pakistan, and 26 branches across.
Pakistan

While the store started off as.
a small corner shop, it has
&i]rmvﬂ into a retail giant, eaming
the title of the fastest-growing
retail chain in Pakistan.

SAP has offered a one-stop
solution to Imtiaz Supermarket,
where its solutions will caver
not just the basis modules like
finance, costing, materials man-
agement and sales, but will also

more than 10 million people,
including children, still lack
access to safe drinking water
after the catastrophic flood in
2022. Flooding, the worst in 30
years, is threatening even the
soil and wvast groundwater
reserves

Pakistan has a chronic water
shortage problem, which has
been exacerbated by the floods

Since the floods began. the
China-Pakistan Youth Exchange
Community has been providing
food, temporary shelters, and
drinking_water stations in the
worst-affected areas. In the
flood-ravaged Dadu  district,
where many families have been
displaced, the community has
constructed 260 tent villages and
is constructing a purified water

station, which will provide clean
water to_nearl ,000 people
across eight villages Ma Bin
head of the community, sai
Lmé»;m-ing water management
and infrastructure requires a lot
of money, and he called for more
assistance from Chinese and
international organizations Last
vear, PCRWR signed a strategic
cooperation _agreement  with
China Water Resources Beifan;
Investigation, Deslﬁn. an
esearc) Lid (BIDR) 0
contribute to Pakistan's develop-
ment in water management and
smart irrigation. Dr. Ashraf told
Fwa at  fruitful

exchanges and cooperation had
been held in the water sector,
and the next step was to demon-
strate and disseminate INP*

its partnership with Imtiaz
Supermarket for seamless operations

B‘mvlde a specialized module for
Retail Management as well as
integration with the POS and
multi-channel strategy. Based on
the growth strategy and expan-
sion plans, Imiaz has also
invested with SAP in the Human
Capital Management space
where they are expecled 10 cover
complete HR lifecycle of Hire-
to-Retire and strategic areas
under SuccessFactors such as
Performance & Goals,
Recruitment, Compensation and
employee self-services.

Asher Zahid, C10. Imtiaz
Supermarker, said on the occa-
sion, “SAP’s one-stop selution
has enabled us to take advantage
F cost efficiencies, and stan-
dardization of service with
error-free seryices, allowing the
26 stores to have an integrated

Tank
administration
takes action
against profiteers
TANK: The district administration is taking nn%’\b]e

o extend relief to the citizens during the holy
Ramazan by ensuring provision of edible

measures
month of
items at affordable

mces

As part of such e&cm. Assistant Commissioner Tank
Amin Ullah Khan visited Tank Bazaar and other mar-
kets and checked the priees, quality and expiry date of

food items at vanous shops.

y e
During the inspection, the AC found a butcher shoy
in overcharging the customers. The A
imposed fine on_ the butcher namely Noman and
ordered to arrest him after the completion of necessary

involve

legal proce:

S5,

The AC Tank said that the district administration was
committed to extend relief to the citizens by providing
them edible items at fixed rates and direct K
keepers 1o ensure the display of notified price lists at
prominent places at their shops and sell groceries

accordingly.

oly

ed the shop-

inventory, paircll_. and automat-
ic alerts for shelving and quality
checks.”. SAP Retail, Core and
SAP CAR went Live on Dec
2021 while the SAP
SuccessFactors _implementation
is underway Saquib Ahmad,
Managing ~ Director, =~ SAP
Pakistan, elaborated on this ven
ture, “This is an important win
for SAPin the retail and FMCG
industry in Pakistan. To be able
to bring the fastest growing
superstore chain_of Pakistan
under our umbrella is a mile-
stone achieved for us™ SAP
solutions have also provided
ease in busingss operations, and
increased transparency, with
y embedded acrass the
is digital transforma-
tion has allowed SAP to provide
customized solutions. Ing

FAISALABAD:A woman vender is wail
Jhang Road to sell crockery and earn dail
her family.

Improving soil fertility to
ensure food security in

s causing trouble for

PTI forms
three-member
committee for

political dialogue

LAHORE: A day after Jamaat-e-
Islami  (JI) emir Sirajul Haq
launched a fresh bid to initiate
talks between the government and
the opposition, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Sunday
constituted a three-member com-
mitteg 1o hold a dialogue “on the
ongoing political crisis in the
count .
to a statement issued
today, the three-member commit-
tee includes Pervaiz Khattak, Fjaz
Chaudhary and Mian Mahmoodur
Rasheed

The development comes after
the J1 chief held meetings with PTI
Chairman Imran Khan and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif at their
residences in Lahore with an agen-
da to bring the govemnment and
opposition closer and end the
angoing political crisis INP

Hafiz Naeem
announces
protest march
against ‘census
fraud’

KARACHL  Jamaat-e-Islami
Karachi chief Hafiz Naeem ur
Rehman has announced protest
march on Shara-e-Faisal on April
against ‘census fraud’.
Hafiz Naeem in a media talk has
said that a protest camp will be
held in front of the office of the
census department.

He alle_r.i‘ed that a bigger fraud is
being orchestrated in the digital
census than the manual population
census. “Karachi has been target in
the census fraud.” he said.

e demanded an extension of
one month in the population cen-
sus. “Federal govemment should
form a commitiee of the stakehold-
ers for census oversight,” he
demanded INP

Govt orders to shut
down Karachi Zoo
permanently

KARACHI: The Karachi Zoo
may be permanently shut down
due to the terrible living conditions
faced by the an kept there,
The issue came to light when a 17-
ycar—uld elephant named Noor
ehan was found to be in a severe-
Iy deteriorating condition

Despite undergoing successful
surgery, the elephant's condition
has worsened due to months of
inadequate care and treatment

Following public outery and
involvement of  international
organizations.[INP

ing for customers along the
wages for the livelihood of

Pakistan: WealthPK

_ He said that operations against profiteers would con-
tinue indiscriminately and in this regard, no one would
be allowed to take law into their own hands and charge
extra rate from the citizens

He also appealed to the people to register their com-
plaints in his office so that timely action could be taken
against violators. & S

As part of such efforts, Assistant Commissioner Tank
Amin Ullah Khan visited Tank Bazaar and other mar-
kets and checked the prices, quality and expiry date of
food items at various shops.

During the inspection, the AC found a butcher shoy
mvo]vc; in overcharging the customers. The AE
imposed fine on the butcher namely Noman and
ordered to arrest him after the completion of necessary

legal process.INP
U
s

TENDER NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PHE DIVISION KALAT Invites beds

from Eligibie Bidders for exacution of following works for the Year,

2022 based on Composite schedule rates 2018 on Percentage

Rates. Tender Fee Rs. 10001, Bid Security 2% for each work .

S.No. Name of Work EiCost

1. Construction of WSS atKii Daraj Shehdani 2457 824
Narmuk Killi Haleem Lehri Kalat TS222304296183

2. Construcfion of WSS for Kili Ghafar Lehridohan 2,405,104/
Kalat T§222304296503
Construction of WSS KiiHabib KhanBangulzai ~ 2.514,191/

Johan Kalal _TS222304297243

=

Incentives for solar panel
manufacturers to help boost
renewable energy use:

ISLAMABAD:Pakista
n needs to provide incen-
tives to investors for
manufacturing and
assembling solar panels
at local level to boost the.
production and use of
renewable energy, said a
renowned expert on solar

energy.

Mustafa Abdullah, a
senior wind and solar
energy project developer
an ief Executive
Officer (CEQ) of Moro
Private Company
Limited, said while talk-
i to WealthPK that
g in view the cur-
reni  enmergy  cmisis,
Pakistan needs to start
assembling solar panels

at local level to make the
product economical and
affordable.
Despite showing firm
commitment  towards
renewable energy adop-
tion, Pakistan still lags
behind and needs fo
accelerate its efforts in
this regard, Lack of solar
panels assembling and
manufacuring is one of
the major reasans hehind
this slow progress.
Mustafa appreciated
the government's efforts
for chalking out the first
ever “Solar Panel and
Allied Equipment
Manufacturing Policy”
He was of the view that it
was a much-awaited ini-

WealthPK

tiative by energy
investors and manufac-
turers, as they perused the
government to devise a
long-term and sustained
solar policy with a stahle
and effective system in
place. The policy aimed
romoting localisation
and indigenisation of
solar panels manufactur-
ing is in the pipeline.
Although the policy has
not been finalised yet, it
has been taken as a pro-
ductive  step  towards
strengthening the renew-
able energy sector of the
economy. It has been pro-
posed in the policy 1o eli
minate taxes associat
with manufacturing INP

F shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules = 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer Lisl. The bidding firm mustnot be blackiisted by any

agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Revenus Authorily
Ragistration Is required. The bidder must have completed 2
Assignment of similar nature of work. Tumever of at least 25,14,191
PKR Amount in 2 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacily of the fim. Procedura of Procurement: Single Stage One
Envelcpe Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Deposit at Call of 2 %
specified above in the name of the under-signed from a scheduled
bank, Tender Documents: The bidding documents can be
obtained from the office of the under-signad 2,000 PKR through
green chalan on afc of Tender documents Fes CO2726-others.
Issuance of tender Documents: From the date of publication of
NIT to 03 May, 2023 during office hours on working days Last Date
of bid submission: The Tenders must be submited latest by 03
May, 2023 til 01:00 PM. Tender opening: Al tenders will be
opened on same day at the office of the undersigned at 02:00 PM
Address: KohingKalat Phone no: 1844210228
Email: xenhedkalalifigmail.com

UTIVE ENGINEER
PHE DIVISION

ISLAMABAD The
soil in Pakistan is facing
several challenges.
including _ degradation,
erosion, salinization, and
polluticn, which are caus-
g a decling in ferf
and productivity.
trend 15 particularly wor-
?ing. iven the country's

lependence on agricul-
ture as a major source of
income and food supql)y
for jts population, said Dr
Muhammad Hanif, a sen-
ior scientfic officer at the

National ~ Agricultural
Research Centre
(NARC]

“The impact of soil
degradation on food secu-
nty in Pakistan is already
evident. According to the
Food and Agriculture
Organization FAQ),
around 40% of Pakistan's
population is food-inse-
cure, with malnutrition
and hunger as major
issues. The declining soil
health is exacerbating the
problem by reducing the
yield and quality of crops,

- FRIME MINISTE

Reference to subject

16-04-2023 10 01-05-2023
(Online applications may be

which ultimately affects

food availability and

affordability,” Dr Hamf
d

sai

He said, A primary
cause of soil degradation
is unsustainable farming
practi
chemical feriilizers, pes-
ticides, and herbicides
leads to sol contamina-
tion and reduced soil fer-
tility. Additonally, poor
water management prac-
tices, such as excessive
irrigation and waterlog-
ping, are causing soil
salinization, which fur-
ther reduces the soil's
ability to support crops™

“To address these chal-
lenges, there is a need for

pollution,”  Dr  Hanif
added.

One promising
approach is to promate
conservation agriculture,
which involves minimiz-
ing soil disturbance,
maintaining soil cover,
and versifying  oro
rotations. TIn)s a%pm‘cvﬁ
has been shown to have
improved soil health and
increased crop vields
while, reducing the uise of
chemical inputs.

ddition to promot-
ing sustainable Farmin,
practices, there is a nee
1o increase invesiment in
soil health research and
extension services. This
will help develop and dis-

an  urgent action fto seminate  appropriate
improve soil health in technologies and prac-
Pakistan. This can be tices to improve soil
achieved through a com-  health, as well as provide
bination of measures, farmers with necessary

including promoling sus-

knowledge and skills o

tainable farming prac- | n e nt
tices, increasing the use them Furthermore, poli-
of orpanic fertilizers, cymakers should consider
improving water manage-  implementing _policies
ment, and reducing soil  that incentivize INP

sovemnment of Pakistar

i UTHSKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM”,
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Y
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Police reap big successes in Katcha operation
against criminals

consecutive day Sunday.

o the spokesperson for Punjab police, the law phe'rwnnel reaped big successes in the operation. He
i

Accordi ||g t
said police have also made advances i

He said that the police took control of four hideouts of dacoits and m
dents of trade of fire between the police and the hard:

Sporadic i
mp]gm'ted in the Katcha area of Karach
he spokesman divulged that sever

Police also took control of Basti Gh;

The sﬁok:spevson said that the law enforcers established the wiit of the state after clearing a no-go area stretch-

ing on thousands of acres of land.

Palice have established its camps in the interior Katcha area of Karachi Bangli, Afzal Lathani and Noz Band.

. NS o S i i NN
RAWALPINDI:A view of the traffic jam at Murree road due to the crowd nl’deservin%lpenplefm
Eoill_t in sports complex as 25th Ramadan (Today) is the Last day

taking free flour at distribution
of free Flour scheme across the

Govt decides to
shut down
Karachi Zoo
permanently

KARACHL: The federal and Sindh
governments_are mulling shutting
down Karachi Zoo permanently due to
poor living conditions for animals.

This comes after Neor Jehan, an
elephant in Karachi Zoo, is crifically
ill after the 17-year-old fell in a pond
on Thursday in’a small enclosure

£ said that the Federal
Minister for Climate Change, Senator
Sherry Rebman, has urged the Sindh
government to shut down the Karachi
Zoo due to its incapacity to take care
of wild animals.

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutta
Zardari has also slappaned this pro-
posal and suggested moving the ani-
mals to safer places, they say.

1t may be noted that a seven-mem-
ber team of international experts of
Four Paws on last Wednesday started
the treatment of Noor Jehan at the
Karachi Zoo.INP

Police prepare
initial report of
Mufti
Shakoor death

ISLAMABAD A death case of
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs
Mufti Abdul Shakoor has been regis-
tered at the Secretariat police station

e minister died in a road accident
in Islamabad on Saturday night, when
his vehicle was hit by a speedin; \ﬁ%‘u

The case has been registered on the
complaint of Haji Qudratullah, who in
his starement in FIR said Mufti Abdul
fs'!t::;nor came to his house before

The minister lefi his residence in
Parliament Lodges at 822 pm and
later around 10, the driver of the reli-

icus nister informed
?udarmullah‘s employee about the
atal road crash

A Vigo driver hit Abdul Shakoor's
vehicle while driving recklessly,
which resulted in the death of the refi-
gious minister on the spot, the FIR
read and added that the incident
should be investigated from ewvery
as

vieanwhile, the police have formed
an initial investigation report into the
death of Mufti Abdul Shakoor, the
source said. The vehicle that hit the
IUL-F's vehicle was moving at speed
of 110 kilometers per hour against the
fixed speed of 60km at Constitutional
Avenue.
. The vehicle that hit the federal min-
ister’s vehicle was of a squad of a per-
sonality associated with the poultry
business. There was no technical fault
in the Vigo, the sources said The
Motor Vehicle Examiner report said
the signals were off at the time of the
accident INP

Funeral prayer of
Mufti Shakoor
offered in Laki

Marwat
LAKI MARWAT The funeral
g\ralyers of Federal M er for
eligious Affairs Mul Abd

ul
Shakoor were offered in Tajbi Khel
area of Tehsil Betani in district Laki
Marwat on Sunday.

Religious and political leaders,
Enﬂy workers besides a large num-
er of local people attended the
funeral

1t is worth mentioned here that an
over-speeding vehicle crashed into
the car of federal religious affairs
minister Mufti Abdul éhakour who
died afterwards on late Saturday.

The vehicle that crashed intd the
JUI-F leader's car was going over
the speed limit, the report estab-
lishe

According to the police statement,
the minister was driving the car
himself when a Toyota Hilux Revo
with five people onboard smashed
his vehicle at the driver's 3

Earlier the body of fed minis-
ter for religious affairs Mufti Abdul
Shakoor, who died in a road acei-
dent on Saturday, was transported to
his native town in Laki Marwat
where his second funeral was
offered  before  burial €
Islamabad police took five suspects,
who were riding in another vehicle,
into custody. IN%

ral ban

RAHIM YAR KHAN: The anti-bandit operation in Katcha area of Rahim Yar Khan is continued on the eighth

n Katcha area in Karacl

ani Lathani after the operation

unjab.

LAHORE: Former prime
minister  and __Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Imran
than on Sunday said his
party will defeat the “Zardan
mafia’ in Sindh,

“Zardari group has made
?enple of Sind hostage,”
mran Khan while expressing
his views with PTI Sindh
leader Khurram Sher Zaman
who called on him in Lahore
to discuss the political situa-
tion including the arrest of
gart hleaders and workers in
in

Khurram Sher Zaman pre-

sented the progress report of
the Dart{‘s R‘Tg\s in ‘S!]?\dh to
Imran_Khan. The meeting

also discussed the e‘cueclea
in it of Imran Khan
Speaking on the occasion,
the former prime mimster
said the people of Sindh

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan
Awami Muslim League chief and
former interior mimster Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said Sunday that
Shehbaz Sharif was movin;
towards contempt of court ang
the minefield of Article 6. i

8h Rashid took to social media
website Twitter and said, “If elec-
tions are to be held in one day,
dissolve the National Assgmb‘ﬁ
like we dissolved the provinci
assemblies,

Otherwise the crisis will
become very serious. Senior
lawyers of Lahore have wamed
the government that Supreme
Courd is their red line and the
T]actinn; will be held on April

4.

He said that petrol bomb of ten
rupees had been dropped on peo-
ple to dampen their Eid celebra-
tions. He sard another 3.9 million
people had gone below the pover-

LAHORE A three-member
committee on Sunday constituted
on the instructions PTI
Chariman Tmran Khan for hold-

talks with Jamaat-e-Islami

g
Uiiﬂ" Sunda
“entral Sye::mtary General

Asad Umar issued the official
notification of the committee’s
formation.

The committee  includes
Pervez Khattak, Senator Ejaz
Ahmed Chaudhary and Mian
Mehmood-ur-Rasheed and it will
hold talks with the Jamaat about
the onging political crisis in the
country. The development came
a da{ after J1 chief Sirajul Haq
had held separate meetings with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and PTI chief Imran Khan to dis-

nts after torching them.
lened criminals \»:mg?wuvy artillery were

indits have been killed and arrested during the ongoing operation and
police have recovered heavy smuggled artillery and incendiary material from the rzed hideouts of the dacaits
Police have destroyed the secret sanctuaries of Lathani gang and took control of the turf.

Imran Khan says PTI
will defeat ‘Zardari
mafia’ in Sindh

Shehbaz moving towards
contempt of court, Article
6 minefield: Sheikh Rashid

PTI forms
three-member

committee for
talks with JI

LPINDI:Senior leader of pakistan Muslim league
during iftar dinner at local hall in the constituency of pp-

the police destroyed, razed

underway.

Kashmore bordenn,

The

Punjab palice launched a

Governing Body “Balochi

Association. He said

Zeb, President, Pakistan
Wisal

e testifies the fact that

endeavouring

Anwar Zeb and Wisal M

_ i i So-ealled
should prepare themselves o
for elections and vowed to Ex G'ov_ern_or' of
gt the people of Sindh freed | ITOJK vindicated
tom the ‘Zardari mafia’ Pakistan® n
We will defeat the “Zardari | T HIStA b stance
mafia’ with the strength of on Pulwama
the vote, he added. attack: FO
The former prime minister
noted that the majnnt% of ISLAMABAD:
rights violations have been | Foreign ffice
reported in Sindh, Spokesperson  Mumtaz
“arlier, Imran Khan assert- | Zahra Baloch has said

that the latest revelations

ed that he would form the e e

next government in Sindh, | by ! e Tnch
reiterating his_ demand for IIII“e‘gEarI‘I‘:r g ‘Smﬂpfzg
eklr:crni?‘;ate and transparent Jsmm“p ‘an“ .'E“R"""
According to details, the | ol 4in vindicaled
former premier made these | pakisian’s stance on the
remarks while talking to | pylwama Attack
social media workers of | In a statement on
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf | Sunday, she said that his
{PTI), who called on him at | disclosures demonstrate

his Tesidence at Lahore’s

how the Indian leadership
Zaman Park.INP

has habitually used the
bogey of ferrorism from
PaKistan 1o advance its
sham victimhood narra:

agenda for domestic p

ical ﬁams

The Spokesperson
hoped that the interna-
tional community would
take cognizance of the lat-
est revelations and see
through India’s propagan-
da campaign  aga

tv line and the foreign exchange
Teserves were not enough even
for one morilts mparts. The con.
tontation with judiciary instea g L

on focusing on reducing people’s | Pakistan dnven by sclfish
electricity and gas bills indicates | PPAUEE.  consIGerations
their mental balance. L psndl . s

The former federal minister [ deSEit
said that he had already predicted | , She urged India io
that Nawaz Shanif will not come | ANSWEL the  guestions

raised in the latest revela-
tions. She said it is time
India be held accountable
for the actions that imper-
iled regional peace in the
aftermath of Pulwama
attack, It is pertinem to
mention that
Pakistan, for its part, will

to Pakistan. Mr Rashid said he
was mol seeing any agreement
with the IMF even in Apnl,

The AML head further said that
if any misadventure was under-
taken by the government to hood-
wink the judiciary, it wall use i
constitutional authority, He main-
tained that pecple who were not

3 continue 1o counter
able to show their faces to the | [0 false narrative,
people, were challenging the | 414 act firmly and respon-
judiciary. Mr Rashid said elec- | ibly in the face of ditfer-
tions would be held, otherwise ' :

the decision would be taken on | 7 ProvecationsINP

the streets. INP

ANF
recovers over
195 kg drugs;

arrests five

N Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) in
five operations managed
to recover over 195 ke
drugs, 1840 intoxicated
tablets and arrested five
accused, d an ANF
Headquarters spokesman

He informed that 0
operations at Rawalpindi
International Mai] Office,

{F " recovered 1840
intoxicated tablets from
two parcels being sent to
Lendon

In an operation at
Bacha Khan International
Airport, 83 heroin-filled
capsules were recovered
from the possession of a
Dubai-bound passenger
resident of Khyber. In
another operation con-
ducted in Khyber area,
ANF and FC ' recovere
27 kg charas concealed
in plastic bags INP

RAWALPINDI:

guss fhe poliical issucs, includ:
ing holding of elections in
Punjab and hyber
Pakhtunkhwa

During the meeting with the
prime minister, the current polit-
ical ation in the country and
the judicial crisis were discussed.
The leaders agreed that issues
should be resolved with collec-
tive wisdom e

Following the meeting with
the premier, J1 chief reached
Zaman Park in Lahore and invit-
ed PTI chairman to hold talks
with political parties.

On the occasion, Sirajul Haq
said that the political sitation
could only be resolved by sitting
ogether ‘and resolving issues
politically.INP

{N! Hanif Abbasi addressing
6 in city.

Ghotki and ma

said that measures were required to be taken to pro-
mote archery game, an archaic game of the
province, at grass root level in Balochistan. These
views were expressed by him while addressing a
function held in connection with “First Indoor
Ramzan Cup Archery Championship, 2023" held
under the auspices of

il id that
Federation under the leadership of Chaudry Anwar

Muhammad Khan,
Pakistan Archery Federation, were rendering com-
mendable services for promotion of archery
in the couniry, adding, “Today’s event of archery

Association led by Abdul Rehman Nurzai has been
L to promote archerr ?a
Balochistan province at grass root level on self
help basis in accordance with the guidelines given
by Pakistan Archery Federation headed by Chaudry

from promoting  madern
Balochistan, measures were also required to be
taken for promotion of classic archery game that
had been played in northern Balochistan as tradi-
tional game, said Kakar. He said that he would
request Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Abdul

and torched dozens of militant hideouts.

Chairman,
stan Sports Alliance, has

of archery
alochistan Archery Federation

Pakistan Archery

Archery Federation and
Secretary General,

me

Balochistan  Archery Archery

in

uhammad Khan™ Apart
archery game in
Balochistal

Nurzai,

Finance Secretary,
Secretariat Officers Association, Muhammad Amin
Badini, Rasheed Nurzai, Raees Saddam Khan and
large number of spectators were also present

The spokesperson said that the Katcha criminals are retreating to an island type riverine area in a jungle after
On the other hand, a police operation in the Ghailpur area of Kashmore against the criminal elements is also

Several armored personnel carriers (APCs) of police have reached the area. Police have entered the houses of
dacoits who have fled to Katcha area of River Sindh . .
However, an exchange of fire from both sides is going on On Saturday, dacoits attacked ad:ohce party in
| i red two policemen and imured four oihers including an SHO.
‘The bandits and dacoits, who have fong found refuge in the massive riverine area along the banks of the Indus
with its inaccessible terrain and forest cover, held a show of strength of its own
federal cabinet on Salurday gave its assent for the deployment of Army traops in the ongoing anti-bandit
operation in the Punjab riverine (kaicha) area.
“grand operation’ against robbers and kidnappers in the katcha area of the Indus near
the Sindh border on April 10, INP

Measures step should be taken
to promote archery game in
the Balochistan,Hammad Khan

QUETTA:Hammad Khan Kakar, Quddus Bizenjo, Minister for Sport, Culture and
Youth Affairs, Balochistan, Abdul Khalig Hazara,
Chief Secretary, Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Ugaili
and other concerned authorities to
for arranging “Inter Provincial Archery

pionship,
authorities 1o provide opportunities 1o the

et funds

20237 in Quetta, He called on the
layers
ame affiliated with Pakistan Archery
eaded by Chaudry Anwar Zeb and

Wisal Muhammad Khan and Balochistan Archery
Association led by Abdul Rehman Nurzai to take
part in the archery event included in “34th National
Games, 2023” supposed 10 be held in Quetia during
the month of May, 2023. “First Indoor Ramzan Cup
Archery Championship, 2023 was played amongst
the players of Fighter Archery Academy, Best
Academy, o

Academy, Red Dragon Archery Academy, Raees
Saddam Khan Archery Academy and Hazara
Archery Academy. Faizullah Khan {(a

er of the evenl, served as Chief Jury, On the occa-
sion, Abdul Rehman Nurzai, General Secretary,
Balochistan
Boxing Coach, Mehboob Ahmed

Young Quetta Archery

kar, organiz-

Archery Academy, International
urzai, President,
Snooker Association, Abdullah Jan

Balochistan  Civil

Pakistani auto dealers to
explore new avenues of
collaboration with China

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani auto dealers
are moving ahead to explore new
avenues of collaboration with China,

"In recent years, mads “hina prod-
ucts and Chinese brands have begun to
become real players and drivers in the
Fubal auto industry. With the help of

hina's leading automotive industry
communication platform, we can learn
about the latest exciting trends in the
automotive  industry, said  Bilal
Chaudhary, a Pakistaii auto dealer in

create live experiences, and host user-
salon co-creation sessions at the
Shanghai International Automotive and
Manufacturing Technology Exhibition,
one of China's most authoritative and
influential auto shows, on April 18

It will coincide with its 2023 Global
Dealer Conference, which is also the
first face-to-face meeting between
Chery and its global parmers in three

years )
The, conference aims o strengthen

Gujarat, while expressing his excil

to participate in the Automobile show in

Shanghai and Chery’s Annual Global

Dealer Conference, dccording to a report

published by Gwadar Pro on Sunday
Chery wah present its latest products,

HYDERABA|
arrest in Hyderabad.

Chery's inter strategy, lis-
ten to the needs of the global market,
and negotiate futre development plans
with its global partners. It also means
that Chery will once again accelerate its
global marketing strategy INP

PTI workers hold a protest rally against PTI leader Ali Zaidi

17-year-old ailing elephant
Noor Jahan recovering

KARACHI The Karachi administra-
tor has said the 17-year-old ailing ele-
phant Noor Jahan lying is recovering

A 17-year-old African elephant fell
into a pond inside her enclosure, earlier
this week Administrator Karachi Dr
Saif-ur-Rehman said that the staff is
adhering to the instructions of the for-
eign NGO's medical specialists and
expressed the hope that Noor Jahan will
soon make a full recovery.

Experience veterinary doctors are
examining Noor Jehan, who are also in
contact with Four Paws. The ailing ele-
phant was lying on the ground, and
although she has not yet been able to
stand on her feet, she is still moving her
limbs, which is a sign of some improve-

nt.

It may be noted that a seven-member
team of international experts of Four
Paws on last Wednesday started the
treatment of Noor Jehan at the Karachi
Zoo. Their visit follows an order by the
Sindh High Court (SHC) in Karachi last
year for Four Paws to assess the health

he animals after local animal rights
activists had raised concemns in court

about their well-bein,

I Lsxer_l.inem 10 mention here that all

four Aftican elephants arrived in
Pakistan in 2009. Elephant Noor Jehan
and Madhubala had been moved 1o the
Karachi Zoo, while Malika and Sonu
had been taken to the Safari Park.
A 17-year-old African elephant fell
into a pond inside her enclosure, earlier
this week. Administrator Karachi Dr
Saif-ur-Rehman said that the staff is
adhering to the instructions of the for-
eign NGO's medical specialists and
expressed the hope that Noor Jahan will
soon make a full recovery.

Experience veterinary doctors are
examining Noor Jehan. who are alsa in
contact with Four Paws. The ailing ele-
phant was lying on the ground, and
although she has not yet been able to
stand on her feet, she is still moving her
limbs, which is a sign of some improve-

ment

It may be noted that a seven-member
team of international experts of Four
Paws on last Wednesday started the
treatment of Noor Jehan at the Karachi
ZooINP

Gatron Industries revenue
surges, but profits decline

in 6oMFY23:

ISLAMABAD:Gatron  Industries
Limited, a leading manufacturer and
exporter of high-quality polyester staple
fiber, has released sts six-month summa-
ry for the period ended December 31,
7022, reporting revenue of Rs7.13 bil-
Ion and representing a yearly growth of

17%, reports Wealth
However, the company’s gross profit
de ed significantly by 94% 1o 55.7

million mainly due to higher raw mate-
rial prices and an imcrease in production
costs. The company reported a profit-
before-tax of Rs297 million, showing a
decrease of 68% compared to the same
peried the Eisreuiou\ year. Similarly, the
net profit decreased by 60% to Rs261
million.

Despite a dent in profitability, the
company conlinues {o focus on  ptimiz-
g}g its production process to enhance

iciency and reduce costs.

The company reported strong revenue
growth of 45% in fiscal year 2021-22 as
its revenue jumped to 23 9 billion from

WealthPK

R16.5 billion in the previous year. This
rowth was driven by increased demand
or the company's products, as well as

expansion nto new

Gatron Industries

mited also report-
ed a significant increase 1n gross profit,
which grew by 70% to Rs3 17 billion in
2021-22 from Rsl.86 billion in the pre-
Vious year This growth was primarily
due to improved production efficiency
and cost management efforts.

The company's profit-before-tax also
showed a remarkable increase of 97%
year-on-year, reaching Rs2. billion in
2021-22] up from Rs13 billion in the
Erevipu:\ vear. This growth was driven

v higher revenue and gross profit, as
well as lower finance costs. ,
Furthermore,  Gatron  Industries
Limited reported strong net profit

rowth of 71% YoY, reaching Rs1 & bil-
Tion in 2021-22, up from Rs1.06 billion
in the previous year The increase was
due to the growth in revenue and gross
profit. INP




