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Imran Khan fears another
9

'operation' at Zaman Park
during Eid holidays
30 coordinators
report submitted in
Balochistan
ngh Court

QUETTA:Balochistan gov-
ermnem on Monday submitted
a report about 30 coordinators
and two spokesmen in the |
Balochistan High Court (BHC).
Advocate General +
Balochistan, Muhammad Asif &
Reki Advocate submitted the
report at a division bench com-
g)rlsmg Chief .Tusuce, Mr.
ustice Nacem Akhtar Afghan,
and Mr. Justice Muhammad
Amir Rana. The division bench
of the hlgh court resumed the
hearing on Monday.

Four lawyers
appeared
before the

ABC Certified

5

Naila Kiani becomes first
Pakistani woman to
ummit Nepal’s Annapurna |

Judicial encroachment
causes delay in
execution of Govt
affairs: CM Bizenjo

gcvtlupmcnt CTisis “Unnecessary with ng;\rd to rcpdmé.d
ecause of court’s inter, 9 stay orders issue
decisions” C interfirence by caurts, the CM was quot- | aff Reporter

ed in the official state-
men.
Chief

Q UETTA ie
dinister nah\chman
M.r Quddus Bizenjo on

Bizenjo said in a state-  “VH™ "{3"”"”;”“"’
ment released to the
press. He stated “if

affairy
Balochistan Secretary

e i
Muhammad Sadig Khilji, a

lawyer has challenged the

appointment of 30 coordina

Akhtar Afghan said.

The

court

tors and 2 spokespersons to

r4r the Chief Minister

mg}!g:zsar'oiosur lloawyllﬁres oéhtiléer petltlaner Balochistan.  Mr.  Khilji
Minister  Balochistan  also plSkdedthat BRTCHUEan
has appointed 30 coordina-

& ead”gg‘%h}f’fﬁg Efuﬁt"“,;,ﬁd says tke tors despite the financial eri-

Ehe notice.

The goverment has submit-

government

sis.
Although. the government

4 i i y There has been an Balochistan, Secretar
mﬁ?gi&hﬁ.’c‘:‘ 1(\'1;17;3:\ ,E::,Ten “aﬂ‘s ,l,?;;‘,i f: unnecessary interference Law and Par]imneman-y ted its response to the court has repeatedly stated that the
ues 1o cause delay 0 evey case, Uhen, the  SLomiin e gy iy aduote | SISy Em'hé e MAS RO LEZAL  coordinstors were recnuited
i f T ; . ment affairs, the stat- f n ul i o e "
L):_ﬁnf;‘e‘c:ﬁ_m&o\ BNy cousts, should mevo General would partici- | one to individually submit the on an honorary basis. The

control of the govern-

“Administrative and  ment as well”

The CM has convened

an impertant meeting

route in

Pau in the meeting today
April 17)

v
reply. Chief Justice, Mr. Nacem

Riaz Baloch

Owners of small vehicles blocked the
main Pak-Tran route in Ibandin area
of Balochistan on Monday. The small vehi-

cle owners were protesting against raids
against small traders by customs and other
law enforcement agencies.

Acwrdmg to the sources, forces have
started a crackdown to stop the smuggling
of sugar, flour, !mmano?elrul and diesel,
due 1o which hundreds of small car owners
have shut down the Pak-lran road in
protest

Long queues of
vehicles were witnessed
on the route

power

eves of small and big vehi-

There wi e qu
cles bemuse of lhe hlnckade of the route

| vehicles told Dm!y Quetta Voice that there

is

§

no factory etc anddLhe people were

| dependent on border tr:

Protesters

however oppose

ugar smuggling
to Afghanistan

hearing of the case was
adjourned till April 28.

Small vehicle owners block Pak Iran
Dalbandin

Iran and Afghanistan
Borders

In the entire Chagai including
Dalbandin, most of the people are unem-
ployed and the borders of Iran and

fghanistan are connected with the
Pakistan border the border trade is the main
source of income for the people, they men-
tioned

He said that people should be allowed to
trade Iranian petrol and diesel so that pee-
FIE can have two meals a day. We are not in
avor of sugar- ﬁour smuggling into
Afghanistan, protesters
said Commodities shnuld not be smuggled
to Afghanistan, the traders demanded.

Naila Kiani becomes first
Pakistani woman to summit
Nepal’s Annapurna [

NEPAL:Mountaineer  Naila
Kiani on Monday successfully
scaled the Annapurna I in Nepal,
king her the first Pakistani
woman to achieve this mile-

tau.

e 15

eak in the world in July 2022
E’uor to that, Kiani had ascended
the world's
Gasherbrum-IT"in

high es[] moun-
202

a daughter, a wi

mother and has no background

Imran Khan fears another
'operation' at Zaman Park
during Eld holidays

LAHORE:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal’  (PTI)
Chairman Tmran Khan
informed the Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Monday

Zile Shah case where the
olice were the com-
lainant “If your stance
s been recorded then it

shouldn’t  remain

to a tweet by in mountaineering. In her very | o e R '3 J Tarh
v, Kiani achteved first attempt at climbing K2, | that he ea[‘ ) . e it stice Shon

this feat earl iex this morning Naila became one of the firsi | ment may e B et ol
In August last year, Kiam two wornen to chmb one of the T‘”"’“”"’ “‘1‘“?9“’ t et el
became the first Pakistani most dangerous peaks in the | Ul Fitr holidays at his LELIT 1A (e DRt AT
il Zaman Park residence ina m all cases terrorism

woman to summit three peaks
above 8,000 metres.

She reached the top of
Gasherbrum-1 — the 11th highest
mountain in the world — at
T-45am today, despite extreme
weather conditions between the
C2 and C3 points

The Dubai-based banker sum-
mited K2, the second-highest

worl

the first
on had

8,611-metre (28,251-foot)
as part of a seven-member
team and was_ followed hnurs
later by Kiani Web Desk

In 2022, Pakistan also cele-
brated Samma Baig becoming

woman from the coun-

try to summit K2. The 31-year-

reached the top of the
Ftak
cal

As SC deadlme looms, NA rejects
motion seeking supplementary sum
of Rs21bn for polls in Punjab

The fate of the Supreme Court’s

had unanimously

ded the

bud to arrest him

e PTI chief informed
the wuri about his con-
cemns during a hearing on
his petition seeking details
of cases registered against
him across the country.
ing the hearing,
Khan's counsel Barrister
Salman Safdar told the

CSOs 'perturbed'’

.

court that state macllme\)‘
was being used against his
client. He urged the court
o gistration of

& Safdar,
cases against the PTI

chief “Everything has a
limit in all cases the
are the oﬂmplzunzml

Wazirabad in dwt and

charges were included,
adding that the court can-
not remain silent over the
misuse of authority.”We
have to fight on all mms
Coming to take bail ev
y is not the solution,”

said Safdar. He added that
in the cases :eyel.ered s0
far Web Des|

lice
smd

at 'faltering' first

dlgltal population census

The Centre for Social
Jusucc E‘LbJ} and lhe

be fully trained to use the
devices, and no gaps will
be left 1o ensure everyone

deadline to issue funds for polls in Finance Division that the matter of ann:\:s Rmh ts is counted, but the ground

Pulu;\b and Khyber Pakhiunkhwa releasing funds be placed before | (PCMR) have expressed reality is beyond PBS's
CAME More uncernain on Monday the NA “in the form of a bill | serious” concerns about claims."

afler the National Assembly reject- through the federal cabinet” in | the manner of the ango- He emphasised the

ed a motion seeking a supplem
tary sum of Rs2l billion for elec-
tions in Punjab

ast week, the apex court had
dlrected the State Bank of Pakistan
](1 “allocate and release™
521bn lw April 17 (today) for
elections il two provinges from the
Federal Consolidated Fund (FCF)
“lying unde: its control and man-
" It had alsoinstructed lhc
central bank to send an “apy

ate communication” to this effect [0

| - M
on Finance and Revenue was called

‘wherein
that the

order To comply with the top court’s
orders Later in the day, a meetin,
of the federal

cabinet was mﬁ
the govemment decided
summary sent by the

finance ministry, based on the rec-
ommendations ‘made by the NA
body, would be referred to back to
Parliament.“The federal cabinet
has referr

finance ministry, based on recom-
mendations made by the NA
Standing Committee on Finance

a summary by the

earlier today o discuss the SC
order th

ing census, which is
being conducted digitally
for the first time In the
country's histo

In a press conference
Monday, former Punjab
ministér  ljaz lam
Augustine, C8J
Executive Director Peter
Jacob, and Reverend Dr
Majld Abel said that even
though the date for the
seventh census has been

reflected lack  of
preparedness and training

data,

vations about the v way the
census has been conduct-

impertance of the census,
its socio-political lmpacr.,
social justice and future
planning and mapping to
achieve §u<tama le
Development Go

CSI's official funher
stated that during the past
‘year, the organisation had

repeatedly En%gad with
the Pakistan Bureau
Statistics (PBS) with rec-
ommendations to make

the finance ministry in this regard. on providing the elec- | extended for the third of staffFor his parr, ed""PBS claimed the the process credible,
A meeting of the National funds A press release issued aﬁcr tion commission with funds for | time. the enumeration, as  Jacob said- "The civi rmcess will be complete-  transparent and inclu-
Assembly’s e}tandmg Commiitee  the meeting stated that the body  elections in Punjab and KPINP well as the provisional society has serious reser- ly digital, the staff would  sive Web Desk
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Why equipment non

functional in Balochistan

hospitals ?

In Balochistan’s government-run hospitals, expensive equipment
can always be found non-functional. In the province’s Iﬂr%est gov-

ernment-run hospital, the Bolan Medical Complex

Tospital

(BMCH), the angiography and angioplasty machines are out of

order for the last two and half y
his is nothing new 1

T

€ars.

n Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. Now

Ea(lents and their attendants_are mentally prepared for this.

“xpensive machines including CT-Scan, MRI, angiography, etc can

always be found out of order in BMCH and civil hospitals. District

headquarters hospitals, basic health units, and rural health centers

pa_}_r;:_a;:rleuk picture when it comes to health facilities and services.
is

This dai

tional angiography an

’s report about out of order machines fell on deaf ears
y recently reported a news item regarding the non-func-
angioplasty machines. Nevertheless, the

rovincial high-ups including the Chief Secretary, Secretary of
ealth, and other concerned officials preferred nof to take notice.

The report rather fell

on deaf ears.

It is crystal clear that deserving and poor patients and their atten-
dants are the worst sufferers of the non-functional expensive
machines, The doctors and the para-medics are the beneficiaries of

this.

Patients the worst sufferers of out order machines
If the machines are out of order, the patients have no option other

than to conduct the tests and procedures in

clinics. Balochistan

Health Minister, Syed

rivate hospitals and
zhsan_Shah told this

daily that there are reports that doctors and paramedics deliberately
make these expensive machines out of order. Sentor doctors reject-
ed the minister’s claim and held the latter responsible for all the
mess in the health department .

In this blame game between doctors and the minister, the common
man is the worst sufferer. The provincial government in general and

the health department in particular should make the mac

tional since it is their

core responsibility.

nes func-

Withering Public Institution

R
L
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The beleaguered pub-
lic offices have come
under a new wave of
employee associations
broadening the turf war.
The new rallying point
is to assert the right for
the coveted packages in
wages given to the
provincial secretariat.
Guided by the tools
employed by secretariat
employees ~ to  secure
bloated wages in com-
parison with the
attached department, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance,

They have further
asserted to arrogate the
positions of head of
attached  departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees. A
f days back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
announced its  with-
drawal from a grand

79

alliance of  other
employees’  associa-
tions. The alliance was
formed to put pressure
on the government for
demands  they  all
shared; which included
the rise in pay and
allowances and  to
address the discrepan-
cies.

A growing
number of
employees
adding public
grievances

The growing number
of employee associa-
tions, in the name of
their welfare, under-
scores the growing utili-
ty of forming pressure
groups  to  protract
spheres of influence,
Taking a cue from the
past, the growing trend
will bring serious pres-
sure on the frail institu-
tional framework
adding to public griev-
ances

One of the phenome-
na, engendered by
growing pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large that
institutions have expo-
nentially grown in size,
while at the same time
turned into pathetically
ossified entities, fore-
telling_their imminent
fall. The eventuality

will not_only brin
about suffering for al
mplayees  associated
with these institutions
but it will also add to
the flight of the public
at large. The bloated
oversize of public
departments in associa-
tion with their age-old
calcified nature has
turned them into a self-
serving superstructure
and lost relevance to the
common man

A department
created for the
general public
turned into a
service provider
for employees
only

A department created
for the service of the

general  public  has
turned into a service
provider for  their

respective _employees.
All the offices at dis-
trict,  divisional ~or
provingial levels have
more affairs related 1o
employees than that of
the ones for whose wel-
fare the same are creat-

. The resources
placed at the disposal of
these_institutions with
the aim to alleviate the
issues of citizens, are
arrogated to themselves
and have tumed into a

bone of contention for
members of the institu-
tions. Speaking of per-
sonal experience of a
department, with dis-
trict and divisional level
offices, it was noted that
more than 90% of the
correspondence  made
with that office was
related to the personal
affairs of the employees
working in that depart-
ment. Tt is the case with
every public  sector
instifution. Their raison
d’etre is service unto
self.

Element
of powers
keep their
opponents

at bay

The element of powers
among employees' asso-
ciationsalso include larg-
er size; the larger the
size, the more nuisance
value to keep the oppo-
nent at bay At the
provincial  secretariat
with the aim to enla
its own size decades-old
clerical stafl positions are
exponentially expanded
leading to a ‘one size fits
all’ structure. Despite
Specialization in every
field rning into a horm,
the public sector is stuck
in an age-old manage-
ment model. The infor-
mation technology devel-

Asghar Harifal
opment has turned the
public sector structure
mto an obsolete entity.
The manpower and the
machine have found no
compatibility. The onl{
change in the last 75
years is that number of
ositions  has  shifted
rom one service group to
another. Mutual bargain-
ing among the service
groups is termed reform
in the system. A third-
body assessment guided
only by the public inter-
est has never taken place.

The resistance to cha
nge has not only left the
public sector umwork-
able, the private sector
has overtaken it in the
market. When private
sector  services  are
required from the market,
the public sector func-
tionaries are found total-
Iy clueless about the
trend in the market, Res
ultantly, the public sector
is uniformly character-
ized by sub-standard qua
lity. Tﬁ's public sector has
still nat parted from the
role, long performed by it
but is now overtaken by t
he private sector with b
etter performance. A rol
swap from a player to a r
egulator has still not tak ¢
n place. The role of regu |
ator, which should have b
¢en taken by the public s
ector, is distasteful for it.

The author is a serv-
in; Balochistan
Secretary for Archives
and Culture

When so many people
work and intéract at
industrial and commer-
cial establishments, con-
flicts between them are
bound 10 arise.
management m:
deal “with disciplinary
matters _as employees
with different tempera-
ments and backgrounds
are_engaged in various
activities at these enler-

Piises.

While the discipline
issues of management
stafl are handled accord-
ing 1o the terms of their
employment, those of the
non-management.t
employees are dealt with
under the law.

The provisions relating
to handling of disciphi-
nary matiers are compre-
hensively covered in the
Industrial .
Commercial
Erpdp]o ment (Standin,
Orders) Ordinance, 196}
and similar acts promul-

ited the provinces.

egislafors have quite
wisely inducted the con-
cept of progressive disci-
pline under the law and
acts and omissions com-
mitted by employces are
classified into two cate-
gories of minor and major
offences

The minor offences
(nu_sdemeannurs‘) _ and
major offences (miscon-
duct) are listed separately
in_the ordinance. The
misdemeanours include
disregard or disobedience
of rules or orders, making
false or misleading state-
ments and inefficient,
dilatory,  careless,
wasteful working etc. An
employee found guilty of
any of these - misde-
méanours may_either be
issued a reprimand or

Habitual issues

imposed a nominal fine
as prescribed under the
law. However, frequent
repetition of any of these
acts and omissions by an
employee makes them a
major offence,
ven the list of mis-
conducts comprises two
sets of offences. There
are those which may lead
to  dismissal of the
employee from service
even il any one of them is
commified once, provid-
ed it is proved in the
domestic inquiry held for
this purpose. These
include willful insubordi-
nation or disabedience to
any lawful and reason-
able order of a superior,
theft, fraud, or dishonesty
in connection with the
employer’s business or
property; willful damage
to or loss of employer's
goods or property and
riotous or  disorderly
behaviour during work-
ing hours at the establish-
ment or any act subver-
sive of discipline etc
he act of sexual
harassment committed by
an employee falls within
the purview of an act sub-
versive of discipline
However, it is covered
under the
against
Harassment of Women at
the Workplace Act, 2010,
esides, there are five
other types of acts and
omissions, which consti-
tute misconduct only if
committed  habitually.
hese  arec  habitual
absence without leave or
habitual late attendance;
habitual breach of any
law applicable to the
establishment, and habit-
ual negligence or neglect
of work.” It implies that
these five acts and omis-

sions committed by an
amphy{]&: are subject to
being habitual to become
misconduct. Therefore, it
is essential to know the
frequency of an act or
omission that makes them
habitual.

. There is a landmark
Judgment to this effect
given l? a _two-judge
bench of the Sindh High
Court SHC in
September 2012, Usually,
companies do not take
strict  action  against
employees’ habit of com-
ing late to work. They try
to” improve their time-
keeping through coun-
selling” or issuance Pr
written

specific period can be
ascribed for being habitu-
al, which will” depend
upon the nature of allega-
tions in each c

Absence without leave
for more than ten days
constitutes  misconduct
under the law. An
employee who indulges

By Parvez Rahim

ment will first have to be
wamed to refrain from
such employment.

Excessive absenteeism
is an acute and wide-
spread problem confront-
od organizations
around the world, which
must be handled prompt-

while remaining within
the legal L

mn

absenteeism, say for two
to three days every month
for six months or more,
makes him/herself. liable
to disciplinary action by
the management,
Employees’ chronic and
regular absenteeism not
only causes distuption in
work processes but is also

m

However, in this constitu-
tional petition brought up
v GlaxoSmithKline
Pakistan Ltd. a charge
man of the company had
eleven years' history of
cumm% late to work, He
came late for 223 times
during the period January

1991-October 204
Despite receiving from
the management 26 advi-
sory letters, he failed to
improve his time-keep-
The s

the cost of production
incurred on replacements.

In 1969, the labour
court had upheld the

action  of = Karachi
Shipyard and
Engineering Works Ltd,
Karachi, which dismissed

an_emplayee who was

absent for 28 dlajys s‘pqu

over a period of six

months,

Section 48 of the

Factories  Act, 1934
on

ing, il
decision to dismiss him
from lhcﬁoh was upheld
by the SHC. In its judg-
ment, the court observed
that the employee’s act of
late attendance was con-
tinuous, chronic and fre-
uent and hence it was
“habitual’. 3
This case is unique as it
reckons an employee’s
eleven years attendance
record ‘to take action
against him. Generally,
organizations take a seri-
ous view of cases related
to habimal absence with-
out leave as compares
with those of habitually
o

late coming to work. N

imposes
double employment of
workers. Similarly, com-
anies get an undertaking
rom new hires that they

besides the ome being
offered. Any infringe-
ment of this rule consti-
tutes violation of the
company’s policy on con-
flict of interest.
However, as mentioned
above, disregard or dis-
obedience of a company's
rule does not amount to
misconduct unless
repeated frequently.
Therefore, an employée
engaged in dual employ-

The provisions relating
to handling of disciph-
nary mallers are compre-
hensively covered in the

Industrial i
Commercial
Employment (Standins
Orders) Ordinance, 1968

and similar acts promul-
?ule.d by the provinces
_egislafors have quite
wisely inducted the con-
cept of progressive disci-
pline under the law and
acts and omissions com-
mitted by employees are
classified into two cate-
gories of minor and major

ences. .

The minor offences
(mlsﬁcmcanuursg and
major offences (miscon-
duct) are listed separately
in_the ordinance. The
misdemeanours include
disregard or disobedience

rules or orders, making
false or misleading state-
ments and inefficient,
dilatory, careless, or
wasteful working etc. An
employee found guilty of
any of these  misde-
meanours may_either be
issued a reprimand or
imposed a nominal fine
as prescribed under the
law: However, frequent
repetition of any of these
acts and omissions by an
emplayee_makes them a
majoroffence.Even the
list of misconducts com-
prises  two sets  of
offences. There are those
which may lead.

The 24th and 25th

amendment

he 24th
Amendment
was_tabled in

2017;  then-
resident
Mamnoon
Hussain authorized it on
December 22, 2017. This

was the last year of the
third PML- govemn-
ment, and its leader

Nawaz Sharif had lost
ower for the third time,
his  was done not

through a no-confidence
motion — which is a con-
stitutional way to remove
a pnme minister — but at
the behest of non-politi-
cal forces who have been
uru:racmg against nearly
all elected prime minis-
ters of the country for
aver 70 years now.

After the removal of
Nawaz Sharif by a court
order, Shahid ~ Khagan

as sume:

sterial chair in

August 2017, He was the

first prime minister of the

PML-N who was not a

Sharif-family member.

One of the challenges he

faced was 1o develop a

consensus on the results

of the 2017 census, Since
the British Raj in the

Subcontinent, it has been

a practice to hold a gener-

al census every ten years.

During the first 40 years

of Pakistan, governments

managed 10 hold a census
in 1931, 1961, 1972, and

1981.
After 1981, the next
census was due in 1991
bur due o consistent
political uncertainty 1t got
repeatedly delayed. When
the second Nawaz Sharif
government came i

rime m

power in 1997 with an
unprecedented two-thirds
maﬂumy. it managed to
hold a census in 1998
after a gap of 17 vears. In
2011, the PPP was in

wer but constantly
aced one challenge after
another. Finally the next
Nawaz Sharif govern-
ment once again manags
to arrange for the exercise
which furned out to be
fairly controversial

98] to 2017,

Pakistan had just two
censuses and both under
the PML-N, with the last
being far from satisfacto-
rv. With this baﬁ.‘l:Fruund.
it is easier to understand
why there was a need for
the 24th Amendment. In
2017, there were two cen-
sus figures: the figures of
the 1593 census and the
[;mvismna\ results of the
2017 census,

There is a constitution-
al requirement according
to Article 1 that the gov-
ernment must allocate
National Assembly seats
to each territorial 'unit of
the country per the offi-
cial results of the preced-
i ensus. The results of
the 2017 census became
controversial after nearly
all provinces and even
some cities raised their
concerns about the relia-
bility of data

There were stirring
debates across Pakistan
questioning the census
results. The demographic
allocation seals
became a bone of con-
tention and the national
legislature was in a fix
about_how to handle the
situation. As the com-

Mah

plaints kept increasing,
the government had to
make a decision befare
the preparations for the
next elections started
The sitting government
an the Election
Commission of Pakistan
{ECP) took up the chal-
\e'rge. o ¢
ither political parties
also agreed to the 24th
Amendment in December
2017, allowing new seat
allocations as follows:
Balochistan increased its
seats from 17 to 20;
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
g\'g rom 43 to .
njab reduced its tally
from 183 to 174, Sindh
retained  the  same
strength with 75 seats;
and seats in Islamabad
increased from two to
three. The amendment
provided that the alloca-
ton of seats in the
National Assembly was
specific for the 2018 elec-
tsons on the basis of ‘pro-
visional results’ of the
census.  That
amendment facilitated the
ECP 10 go ahead with the
new delimitations.

The term of the PML-
N government was expir-
ing in May 2018. An
the last days of its power,
the 25th Aimendment sud=
denly surfaced and went
through all the legal for-
malities pretty quickl
According to this amend-
ment, the Federally
Admunistered Tribal
Areas (Fata) merged with
KP. Since the imes of the
British Raj, tribal areas in
Fata had political agents
in_each tribal agency,
enjoying nearly

DigitAll for climate

he theme
for UN
International

T

was
Innovation and technolo-
gy for sender equaliy’

is year's International
‘Women’s Day highlight-
ed the gender gap in tech-
nol_n;%mal advancement,
which creates many hur-

of

en
The aim of the theme is
also to celebrate the
achievements of women
and girls rm:kmﬁ positive
impacts on  humanity
through technology and
innovation. There are
many areas where tech-
nological solutions can
help hnd%e the gender
gap  an empower
women, Climate change
is an area where the use
of technology and inno-
wative solutions can assist
reducing  gender
inequalities, .
Women and girls all
over the world are dispro-
portionately impacted by
the negative 1impacts of
climate hange.
Technological solutions
can help women and girls
better adapt to climate-
led catastrophes.
ceording 10 a report
the FAQ, “72 per cent
of women are associated
with the agriculture see-
tor out of the total women
labor force in Pakistan.”
Floods and droughts in
developinﬁ countries like
Pakistan directly impact
women financially The
provision of climate
adaptive technologies to
women can help them
better deal with the
impacts, climate
change in the agriculture

)
e,

sector and reduce finan-
cial losses.

Similarly, many health
and educational chal-
lenges arise after climate-
led disasters like floods,
droughts E
Climate change calami-
ties like floods and gla-
cier lake outburst floods
GLOF) also destroy

omes, health infrastruc-

ture and educational insti-
tutions, According to a
Unicef Teport
‘Devastating Floods in
Pakistan”, vital infra-
structure  has  been
destroyed and damaged
after the floods — includ-
ing m.'ar\g 27,000 schools
and1.500 public health
facilities .

The destruction of
health units and commu-
nication networks after
climate calamities leads
1o health crises making it
waorse for women to avail
health facilities.
Moreaver, there are cul-
tural and traditional bar
ers for women when it
comes 1o visiting hospi-
tals and clinics alone. In
such & situation, if
women are well versed in
the use of technologies
and online platforms,
they can utilize telehealth
services an et free
advice on health chal-
lenges faced by them

he government should
make  arrangements to
provide telehealth servic-
es for free consultations
in  emergencies for
women

As a result of climate
disasters. a large chunk of
the population; especiall
women, displaced.
Many families migrate to
new  places o find
employment opportuni-
ties. AS a consequence of
displacement and demol-

ished infrastructure, the
education of women and
girls is compromised.
Also, in a patriarchal
society, education of

male fas members is
given preference in a
state financial crisis

The use of technology far
online education can pro-
vide solutions 1o female
education issues during
such catastrophes. Access
1o online education is also
an easy and affordable
means  of  knowledge
sharing and ean solve
many issues of gender
inequality in the educa-
tion sector caused by cli-
mate change.

During natural catas-
trophes, women and girls
can become a victim of
domestic violence, kid-
napping and rape _If
WOMen possess expertise
in technological knowl-
edge, it can help women
get better access to digital
Safety. measures normally
established by the gov-
ernment as helplines and
online complaint man-
agement systems. They
can alsp casily access
information about initia-
tives taken l?f' the govern-
ment to facilitate women
and, prevent any crimes
against them

To reduce the gender
gap caused by climate
change,  governments
need to spread digital lit-
eracy among women.
need to encourage
women to study special-
ized subjects of informa-
tion technology, linked to
climate change. Higher
education  institutions
should introduce subjects
under IT and climaie
change studies comple-
menting knowledge link-
m%e(her SEctors.

wdents  should  be

encouraged to conduct
their research related to
reducing the gender gay
in climate change througﬁ
technological solutions.

esearch institutions and
universities can conduct
workshops and seminars
to  spread awareness
among Fenple about the
role ~of technalogical
solutions to reduce gen-
der inequality in elimate
change. Alsg, we need to
create jobs for women 1T
experts in projects related
to the use of technologies
for mitigation and adapta-
tion of climate change
like carly warning sys-
tems, 'u-ma‘p?ln . etc

International  Torums
like annual climate
chan]ge conferences
should arrange discus-
sions on digital literacy of
women to better mitigate
and adapt to climate
change.

The use of technolo-
gies and innovative solu-
fions to red::lcethe g?udzr

Technological solutions
«can help women and girls
better adapt to climate-
led catastrophes.
According to a report
y the FAO_ “72 per cent
of women are associated
with the agriculture sec-
tor out of the total women
labor force in Pakistan.”
Floods and droughts in
devglapmﬁ,cnunm_m like
Pakistan directly impact
women finangially e
provision  of climate
adaptive technologies to
women can help them
better  deal with  the
impacts  of  climate
change in the agnculture
sector reduce finan-
cial losses
Similarly, _I'ﬂanf' health
and educational chal-
lenges arise after climate-
led disasters like floods,
droughts and smog.
Climate change calami-
ties like floods and gla-
cier lake outburst floods
. ) also  destroy
omes, health infrastruc-
i ional insti-

155u€s 1S an important
aspect that we need to
promote, N
The aim of the theme is
also 1o celebrate the
achievements_of women
and girls mukm% positive
impacts on  humanity
through technology and
innovation are
many areas where tech-
nological solutions can
help bridge the gender
gap  an| mpaower
women. Climate change
is an area where the use
of technology and inno-
wative solutions can assist
in  reducing  gender
inequalities.
omen and girls all
over the world are dispro-
portionately impacted by
the negative |mpa'::15 of

climate change.

ture & :

tutions, According to a
Unicef report
‘Devastating Floods_in
Pakistan’, vital infra-
structure  has  been
dcstmicd and damu]gcd
atter the floods — mclud-
ing nnur]g 27,000 schools
and1.500 public health
facilities ;

The destruction of
health units and commu-
nication networks after
climate calamities leads
to health cises making it
waorse for women to avail
health facilities.
Moreover, there are cul:
tural and traditional barri-
ers for women when it
comes. 1o visiting hospi-
tals and clinics alone. Tn
such a situation, if
women are well versed in
the use.

Punjab’s suffrage

he federal
overnment of
akistan  has

staunc
refused to accept the
Tecent interpretation of
the constitution by the
Supreme Court, I'CgaYdfmg
election dates in Punjab,
hile a suo motu issued

v the chief justice may
or may not be justified,
everyone can agree that
interpretation of the con-
stitution falls within the
competence of the
Supreme Court in almost
all common law junisdic-
tions).

Among other reasons,
the government asserts
that simultaneous elec-
tions should be held in all
assemblies, even if two

rovinces — Punjab and
Chyber Pakhtunkhwa —
currently do not have an
elected government. Why

oes the government
want 1o have simultane-
ous elections? Are they
warranted?

The government first
argued that security con-
cerns and financial con-
straints prevent 1t from
holding elections imme-
diately — arguments that
were rejected by the court
while wondering how
these constraints would
disappear by October.
However, the government
now also fears that it will
almost be impossible to
hold free and fair elec-
tions under a newly elect-
ed Punjab government —
as alloded by Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
— providing an underlying
assumption of a vict
for the opposition pas

Although it is true that
a provincial government
can ¥ elections
through indirect tactics, it
is not a valid reason for
depriving 110 million

cople in Punjab from
their right to vote and
elect their representa-
tives. As the constitution
envisions, the eral
caretaker government and
the Elegtion Commission
Pakistan will ensure
free and fair elections
regardless of the execu-
tives in Lahore and per-
haps Peshawar %’fha
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
election case is still sub
judice).
In line with Article 224
(2), the country’s consti-
tution requires that new
elections be held within
90 days of the dissolution
of any of the country’s
legislative  assemblies,
both central and provin-
cial. Even though the
constitution’s language is
clear and precise, the
Supreme Court has clari-
fied that the Election
Commission of Pakistan
does not have the author-
y elections. In
fact, the Supreme Court
allowing the ECP mini-
mum deviation from 90
days is a_rather liberal
inferpretation from the
perspective of a constitu-
tional purist. .
The Supreme Court in
and by itself does not
have ‘the authority to
delay elections unless it
uses the doctrine of
necessity that legitimized
dictatorships in Pakistan
in the past. For certan,
the executive branch, too,
cannot deviate from the
constitution without
amending it. If the execu-
tive branch has a super-
majority in parliament, it
can amend the constitu-
tion in line with Article
239 (]? by securing votes
of not less than two-thirds.
of the total membership
of the House However,
the current government

By Hassan Siddiq
does not have a superma-
Jority in the House.

If the current povern-
ment really believes that
provincial and federal
elections should always
happen _simultaneously,
perhaps it should dissolve
the National Assembly. If
it is_re-elected with the
required supermajority, it
can pass a constitufional
amendment in the next
parliament

Looking at other feder-
ations, one finds non-syn-
chronized elections
around the world. In
Canada, Ontano held 1is
elections in 2022 whereas
federal _elections were
held in 2021 If we look
at our neighbour, state
elections are held in dis-

rate times. Karnataka,
formerly Mysore, is hold-
ing its election in y
2023 to elect all 224
members 1l
Karnataka  Legislative
Assembly, whereas the
Lok Sabha, the lower
house of the Indian par-
liament, is exueg:nn% 1o
hold elections in May
2024

Like other big federa-
tions, Pakistan cannot
synchronize all provincial
elections with the federal
overnment _indefinitely
magine a future where
Puniah gels  bung parli-
ment with a weak coali-

Overnment in a so-
called simultaneous elec-
tion in October. What
would happen then?
Would Punjab live under
a caretaker government
for the next few years?

Delaying elections in
Punjab will_have ramifi-
cations for democracy for

enerations, The
upreme Court cannot
put its stamp of approval
on  anti-constitutional
demands; therefore,
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NA body sends poll
funds provision matter
back to assembly

ISLAMABAD:  The
National Assembl
Seanding Committee on
Finance has sent the mat-
ter_of the provision of
Rs21 billion funds for the
conduct elections in
Pumjab and  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa back to the
National Assembly for
approv

A meeting of the NA
body on finance was held
here an Monday

Speaking  after the
meeting, Federal Law
Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar maintained that the
Sqﬁreme Court’s order
will be implemented if
the National Assembly

approves the provision of
funds. "If the Assembl
does not approve it then it
would be a constitutional
mandate and a decision
will be taken under
Article 184,7 he added

The law minister said
that due to the senous-
ness of the matter, the
standing committee has
ordered to table the issue
before  the assembly
again The meeting delib-
erated on the provision of
funds for holding elec-
tions in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as
directed by the Supreme
Court of Pakistan

The Supreme Court on

Friday ordered the State
Bank’ of Pakistan (SBP)
to release Rs21 billion to
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) for
holding elections in
Punjab and  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and send an
“appropriate communica-
tion” 1o this effect to the
finance ministry by April
17 {today).
imister of State for
Finance Avesha Ghaus,
SBP Deputy Governot
Seema Kamil, Deputy
Attomey for
Pakistan Mansoor Usman
wan, Federal Law
Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar and auditor.INP

Investment in human
capital needed to boost

garment exports

ISLAMABAD: The
rment industry i
igh-value-added sector

within the broader textile
industry that possesses
the potential to spur sig-
nificant growth in export
markets.

By investing in human
capital through research
and development (R&D),
reducing the cost of doing
business, _ diversifying
product offerings, seek-
ing out new trading part-
ners, and ensuring conti-
nuity of policies, this
ustry could embark on
a journey towards sus-
tained export-led growth,
said a senior official.

Muhammay Ii
% Chief of
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) Suppart
Unit at the Planning

“ommission, said while
talking to WealthPK that
Pakistan needs {0 invest
in human capital and
product diversification to
enhance export potential

Kemal said value addi-
tion in the manufacturing
sector_and reducing the
cost of doing business are
crucial to _increasing
exports, eaming foreign
reserves, and reducing
trade deficit

According to data from
the Pakistan Bureau of

(PBS

Statistics ).
Pakistan’s trade defieit
for the July-March period
of the current fiscal vear

(2022—2? was recorded
at 5229 billion, with
exports at $21.046 billion
and imports at $43 946
billion.
_He added that the tex-
tile, industry, which is a
major export industry in
Pakistan, Isu}ely exports
low-value-added prod-
ucts such as raw cotton,
limiting potential _for
higher export earnings
and economic growth
The official stressed
that without value addi-
tion, Pakistani manufac-
turers may struggle (o
compete with other coun-
tries offering
sophisticated and valu
added products, leading
to a decline in export
demand and economic
perfmhmanm
T

turn, limits

WealthPK

limited support for R&D,
Tow technological adop-
tion, and a lim; focus
on iie\-‘_elrrpmhg high-tech
industries ha con-
ributed to the lack of
competitiveness in
Pakistan's exports. He
said the high cost of
doing business in
Pakistan, due to factors
such as energy shortages
and inadequate infra-
structure, has also made it
difficult for exporters to
compete_in the global
market. Furthermore, he
added that the complex
taxation  system in
Pakistan adds to the bur-
den of exporters, making
it challenging to do busi-
ness

Kemal said Pakistan’s
exports have struggled to
keep up with its competi-

nities in the  tors in the region, such as

SECLOr, and Vietnam,

leading to higher levels of  wha' have been able to

uﬂcmﬁﬁo}'mcm and eco-  offer high-value products
nomic imstability,” he at competitive prices.

said_

He added that the gar-
ment industry, in particu-
lar, has the potential to be
a high-value-added sector
within the textile industry
and increase revenue.

Pakistan was ranked 87
in the Global Innovation
Index, with China, India,
and Bangladesh ranked
11, 40, and 102, respec-
tively, among 132 coun-
tries’in 20227
Kemal emphasised that

The official pointed out
that another challenge for
Pakistani exporters has
been the limited number
of export destinations.

According to the Trade
Development Authornity
of Pakistan (TDAP), the
COUNITY'S EXPOTts are con-
centrafed in a few coun-
tries. China, US, and UK
are the top three export
destinations, having a
one-third share of " the
total exports INP
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ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar calls o
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Federal Capital.

New PTI entrant Ijazul
Haq says will try to create
harmony among parties

SAHIWAL: Former minister
ljazul Haq has samid that every
arty has its time and it is

among them.
The PTI showed some fle
bility in holding dialogue with

ing tickets to party candidates.
e said that he did not decide
about contesting elections from

‘akistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’s time  Sahiwal so far. However, he the  government. Fallo %
while disclosing that be will - sad, he will give it o though  Jumgal-e-lslumi Ameer Sir
meet all heads of political par-  after Eidul Fitr holidays. Hagq's meeting  with 1

Chairman Imran Khan, the PTI

On_ elections, he said that
though the Supreme Court had
ordered to hold polls en May 14
but it doesn’t look like that the
elections will be held next

ties to create harmony among
thes on Sunday constituted a three-
member committee to hold dia-
logue on the ongoing political
crisis in the count;
he three-member committee
includes  Pervez  Khamak,
Senator Ejaz Ahmed Chaudhry
and Mian Mehmoodur Rashid
which will hold talks with the JI.
On Saturday, a significant
thaw in dpulmml tensions was
witnessed after the ruling coali-
tion and the opposition PTI
expressed their willingness to
hold talks with each other “with-
in the framework INP

m.
Talking to media on Monday
in Sahiwal, the son of former
military ruler late General Ziaul
Hagq said that the PTI is on the

cusp of its popularity.
le said that once the Pakistan

i

He lamented Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah’s remark about
Peoples Party became the most  Imran in which he said that
go ular party and then the ‘either they (PTT) will exist or us
‘akistan Muslim League held (PML-N). N
sway among public “but now “This is not the politics of
people are supporting the PTI's  1990s, people have become
narrative’. . politically conscious now,” he

Haq hailed the decision that added He said that he would
PTI Chairman Imran Khan him- meet heads of all political par-
self would decide about award-  ties and try 1o create harmony

Karachi: Sindh police
constable found involved
in snatching

KARACHI: A Sindh police
constable was found involved
in a snatching incident in
Karachi, on Mgnda)i]. R

\s per details the airport
police station_police arrested
two suspects in a raid. Three
suspects snatched a bike in
the jurisdiction of the airport
police station on April 16.

_The police recovered the
bike and pistols from the two
arrested suspects Abdullah
and Zeeshan

tion was launched,
The Additional
éAlG) Kar:
Alam Odho’s detailed report
of crim revealed that the
is has witnessed 140
street crime incidents within
24 hours including 36 inci-
dents of mobile phones and
cash snalchup%

Two vehicles and eight
motorcycles were snatched,
whereas, 9 vehicles including
85 motorcycles were stolen

deployed in the SSP investi-
zation east )
arlier, Senior
Superintendent Police (SSP
Malir Hassan Sardar revealeg
that two policemen and pri-
vate persons were found
involved in the abduction for
ransom case The arresied SI
Shahid belengs to the South
Zone pol whereas, SI
Mushtaq b:rlungss to  the
Reserve police. SSP Sardar
said the former station house

The police officials said officer (SHO) at Shah Latif Six shoofouts took place
that Zeeshan Shafig is a Town police station has been between the criminals and
police le and he is pended and an investiga- i

police officials INP
’

Kidnapped youths
recovered from
police station

KARACHL The Anti-Violent Crime Cell (AVCC)
police, in collaboration with law enforcement agencies.
raided Shah Latif Town police station and recovered two
youngsters who were abducted for ransom
e SSP Abdul Rahim of the Anti-Violent Crime Cell
{AVCC) told media that the families received kidnapper’s
call for ransom. According to sources, the AVCC recov-
ered two cousins named Arman and Asad from the Shah
Lateef police station The station house officers including
several other officials were suspend our persons were
taken into custody for alles i

Zardari wants to
bring his dearest one to
power after Shehbaz
disqualification:
Rasheed

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim

League (AML) Chief Sheikh
asheed has viewed that PPP head

Asif Ali Zardari 15 doing big poli-
tics. Zardari wants to bring his
dearest one to power by sendin
Shehbaz Sharif packing ” He mai
it clear that Pakistan Tehreek-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan
will be voted back into power if
any uncertainty does not occur in
the country.

‘Addressing the participants dur-
ing the Iftar dinner, Mr Rashid said
that he will extend support to those
who will be awarded tickets by the
PTI. Seeing the situation in the
country as much more intense, Mr
Rasheed said, "It will be decided
on e 15 whether to go with the
constitution and law or war and
controversy" Mr Rashid took a
swipe at the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM), saying this was
the “first inept government",
which was clashing with the judi-

le claimed, "Asif Ali Zardari is
doing big politics. Zardari wants to
bring his dearest one to power by
sending Shehbaz Sharif packing™
He also expressed his reservations
over the price of petrol, saying,
"Even the price of petrol has been
inereased by Rsi0 per litre"
Yowing to stand with the constitu-
tion and judiciary, Mr Rashid said,
"Nine out af 15 judges are stand-
ing on one side".

Imran Khan has no tussle with
anybody else. He is merely fight-
ing with the looters of the coun-
ry.* maintained Mr Rashid “In
Rawalpindi, we build more educa-
tional institutions than anybody
else,” he recounted INP

Parliament has
authority to reject
any unconstitutional
decision of apex
court: Raja

ISLAMABAD:
Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf Has stated that parliament

has the authority to reject any
unconstitutional “decision of the

National

ing the parfiament would have
consequences for the nation.

In an interview with the Voice of
America, Ashraf, who beloﬂlss o
the Pakistan Peoples Party (I
firmly stated that if the 5C does
not tecognize the parliament's
right to legislate, then the entire
concept of elections will become a
mockery The speaker also called
u{mn thie chief justice of Pakistan
{CIP) to work towards resolvin
conflict among institutions. He
also urged the government to
abandon any stubbornness and
engage in meaningful INP

. " : o d th 2
Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan Mohammad Ali '"“ﬂﬂmg L

ief Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan

ISLAMABAD:
Hosseini called on  Naval C
azi at Naval Headquarters.

Around 30 percent of Punjab
agriculture land was converted
into housing societies in the last

sters. The Shah Lateef SHO was suspended whereas sub-
inspectors Shahid and Arif fled The AVCC ook action on
the complaint of Arman's mother. The authorities booked
five people including two policemen in the FIR The sus-

ects demanded Rs1 8 million ransoms from the victims’
families, hawever later agreed on Rs().8m ransom amount
The families of the victims reached the Shah Lateef police
station in search of their lost children and surprisingly
found them detained there The Shah Lateef SSP afler sus-
pending the SHO said he is personally inquiring this issue,
adding the victim’s Tamily c!nimed ihat the culprits threat-

QUETTA: National Party Central President Dr Abdul Malik Baloch
addressing a press conference.

Investment in human capital
needed to boost garment

two decades, says PBF

LAHORE: The
Pakistan Business Forum
(PBF) has urged provin-
cial governments to pro-
hibit housing develop-
ments on agricoltural
land. .

According to Jahanara
Wattoo, vice president of
F, between 25%

and 30% of Pun]]abs fer-

tial colonies and industri-
al estates in the last two
decades, putting the

the nation's food security
in jeopardy.

he said at a press con-
ference on Monday that

housing societies and
industrial have
taken over 70 percent of
the farmland in Lahore,
the capital of Punjab, and
that the remaining farm-
land is safe from such
activities only because it

is close to the Indian bor-
der.

Jahanara requested a
severe prohibition on
transformation  of
rural land into lodging
seitlements or modern
domains and presenting
vertical lodging in the
urban communities,
ile moving the modern
ui non-cultivable
regions like thal desert

k pleaded  with
Prime_Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to immediately
convene a farmers’ con-
ference to solicit their
sugusliuns for agricul-
tural development and the
development_and_imple-
mentation of a farming
policy. _

The provincial govern-
ments must also_follow
the National Climate
Change Policy to pro-
mote vertical growth in
the urban areas to protect
agricultural land  from
increasing  construction

activities. Similarly
provincial governments
tointroduce laws that will
make it mandatory to
seck permission from the

provincial cabinets to
convert green land to
brown land for residential
purposes

ceording to a_report
released by the United
Nations Development
Programme  (UNDP).
Pakistan has the highest
rate of urbanization in
South Asia. With a 5%
population growth rate, it
also demonstrated an

increasing strain on the
existing housing infra-
struct

We want to encourage
vertical growth in cities
so that agricultural land
and tree cover in the
country can be protected.
She sfated, “To preserve
the natural environment,
we must halt the trend of
housing societies con-
suming agricultural TNP

ened fa kill their children in case of non-payment INP

Consensus among political
parties only solution to
problems: Sirajul Haq

MULTAN: Jamaat-e-Islami (J1) Central Amir
Sirajul Haq on Monday stressed that consensus
among all political parties was the only solution
to all problems being faced by the country.

Talking to a private news channel, the JI chief
asked PDM and PTI to come to the negotiation
table before things turn to a point of no return.

He emphasise:

that pelitical parties should

give the nation a chance to decide who they
support, adding, the nation had tried all three
parties ﬂn.r.l now they want to run the country on

the Islamic system.

Replying to a question, the JI chief asked all
political parties to rise above politics in the
national interest and decide what is necessary
for the welfare of the people

He said

that a positive and collective

approach before going inte the polls was
required. To anaother question, he replied that 11
would prefer to contest elections independently,
adding, it aimed to create a favorable environ-
ment for dialogue among parties.INP

R&D in mining sector need
of time: geologist

ISLAMABAD “Resea
rch and development
(R&D) in (Ilemmmﬁ’sec-
tor acts as the backbone
to extract its true poten-
tial. It makes mining
more sustainable,” sai
Muhammad Yagoob Shah
a expe;

hen ralking to
WealthPK, Muhammad
Yagooh Shah, I’rmc1gat
Geologist at the Global
finine ‘ompany
Limited, Islamabad, said
that This industry has
immense patential  to
row an flourish
esearch and develop-
ment-oniented mining is
necessary to generate
revenue.

The most prominent
factor of R&D concern-
ing muning is research
and planning to start the
mining operation and
staff upgradation at all
fevels. RE&D helps avoid
damage to the mining
resources. For example,

there are different stages
to explore a mineral
deposit, 1.e., identifica-

. caleulation.
Geometry is a definition
concerning length, width,
and depth by using differ—
ent methods of measure-
ments, ie, core drilling,
%aﬁtogma\ mapping, etc
n the end, we pget the

exact information in
which percentage and
uantity of any metal 1s
there After this, econom-
ic feasibility is prepared
to decide on the minin,
design so that it woul
become more profitable
and economical to work
out

“Proper focus on R&D
can bring a revolution in
this sector that will hel
penerate more  worl
opportunities, earn great
revenues, and enable peo-
ple to eam a handsome

income,” said Yagoob
Shah, alsoan active mem-
ber of the National

Council for Marble &
Granite and Minerals.

He pointed out that in
Pakistan, cherry pickers
mostly do surface mining
leaving the underneatl
source unexplored that
gets covered by the
waste. In this way, a great
national asset is wasted
and no one cares. To
develop the capacity and
training of the mining
staff, i.e. mining sardar,
labour, shot firer, and
other related staff, the
provincial inspectorate of
mines is responsible Tt
monitors  whether the
mining operations follow
the rules, laws, and safety
measures Similarly,
infrastructure building is
also a part of the deve?op-

ment process

Yasir Shaheen Khalil,
an Assistant Director at
the Geological Survey of
Pakistan (GSP) said,
“Ra i the mining sec-
or 18 very important, The
provincial  departments
play an active role in this
concern. They not only
provide R&D training 1o
an extent but also con-
duct mineral shows and

investor confer-

ences. But still, there is a
eed to modernize the
training centres in
ler to make the mining
force more productive.”

“There is too much
potential in the mining
sector of Pakistan INP

exports: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD :The
arment industry is a
igh-value-added sec-
tor within the broader
textile industry that
possesses the potential
to  spur  significant
growth in export mar-
kets.

By investing in
human capital through
research and develop-
ment (R&D), reducing
the cost of doing busi-
ness, diversifying prod-
uct offerings. seeking
out mew trading part-
ners, and ensuring con-
tinuity of policies, this
indusiry could embark
on a_journey towards
sustained  export-led
growth, said a senior
official,

Muhammad Ali
Kemal, Chief  of
Sustainable
Development  Goals
(SDGs) Support Unit at
th Plannin,
Commission, sai
while  talking  to
WealthPK that Pakistan
needs to invest in
human  capital and
product diversification
to  enhance export
potential

Kemal said  value
addition in the manu-
facturing sector and
reducing the cost of
doing business are ¢ru-

cial  to  increasing
exports, earning for-
i reserves, and

eign
reﬁu:mg trade deficit.

According to data
from the  Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics
(PBS), Pakistan’s trade
deficit for the July-
March period of the
current  fiscal year
(2022-23) was recorded
at $22.9 billion, with
exports at $21.046 bil-
lion and imports at

$43 946 hillion

He added that the
textile industry, which
is a major export indus-
try in Pakistan, largely
exports low-value-
added products such as
raw  cotton, limiting
potential for  higher
export earnings and
economic gruv.ﬁL

The official stressed
that without value addi-
tion, Pakistani manu-
facturers may struggle
to compete with other
countries offering more

sophisticated and
value-added products,
leading to a decline in
export demand and

economic performance.

“This, in turn, limits
job opportunities in the
manufacturing sector,
leading to higher levels
of unemployment and
economic instability,”
he said

He added that the
garment industry, in
particular, has
potential to be a high-
value-added sector
within  the textile
industry and increase
revenue

Pakistan was ranked
87 in_ the Global
Innovation Index, with
China, India, and
Bangladesh ranked 11,
40, and 102, respec-
tively. among.INP

TENDER NOTICE

‘The Divisional Forest Officar Duki invilas bids from Eligible Biddars
for execution of following works for the Year 2023 based on
e

©

Tender Fee Rs. 1000/ 2% TSE-
SNo__ Name ofWorkis. EfCost
1 Developmentof KachaWates Ponds at Duki 2,000,000+

Procurements shall be mace under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules = 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Activa Tax Payar List. The bidcing firm must ol be blackiisted by any
procuring agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Revenue Authority
Registration is required. The bidder must have completed 2
Assignment of similar nature of work. Tum aver of at least 1,400,000
PKR Amount in2 subsequent previous years showing financial
capacityof e firn. Procedure Of Frocurement: Single
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accomparyy Bid Security in the form of Depesit at Call of 2 %
specifiec above in the name of the under-signed from a scheduled
bank, Tender Documents: The bidding documents can be cbiained
from the office of the: under-signed 1,000 PKR Issuance of tender
Documents: From the date of publication of NIT to 02 May,

PRQ No.3417/17-4-2023
[ d

Published by Asim khan ot C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando Khail Plaza Mission Rowa

Quetfa.

2023during office hours on werking deys Last Date of bid
The 200

11 11:00 AM. Tender opening: All lenders will be opened on same
day at the ofiice of the under-signed at 12:00 PM Address:
Divisional forest officer cuki Phone no: D333787163

Emall attatansdo@igmail com
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Heatstroke Kkills 11 at India awards event

MUMBALI: Eleven people died of heatstroke in India after an estimated one million spectators waited for hours
in the sun at a government-sponsored awards ceremony, officials said on Monday.

Around 20 people were hospitalised and 300 felt ill at the event near the western city of Mumbai on Sunday,
when temperatures hit close 10 38 degrees Celsius (100 Fahreaheit) with high levels of humaidity, local media
reported

Last year, India suffered coal shortages, the main source of electricity in the nation of 1.4 billion people, as
electricity demand peaked in the heat
any parts of India rely on trains to supply water during the summer. ) )
i Scientists also believe the annual monsoon rainy season i becoming more erratic and powerful, causing greater
ooding,
Senior government officials atended the ceremony, including Interior Minister Amit Shah, who praised the Around 20 people were hospitalised and 300 felt ill at the event near the western city of Mumbai on Sunday,
crowdd for waiting so long in the sun, when temperatures hit close to 38 degrees Celsius (100 Fahrenheit) with high levels of humidity, local media
The office of Maharashtra state Chief Minister Eknath Shinde described it as a "sad and disturbing incident"  reported
and promised compensation for the victims' relatives. Senior government officials attended the ceremony, including Interior Minister Amit Shah, who praised the
India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party said around a million people attended the event, the Indian Express news-  crowd for waiting so long in the sun

paprar reporte The office of Maharashtra state Chief Minister Eknath Shinde described it as a "sad and disturbing incident"
he opposition Congress party accused the government oL‘n&gh%&nce and said it should face criminal charges.  and promised compensation for the victims' relatives

Heatwaves have killed more than 6,500 people in India since 2010, and last year saw record temperatures in India’s mlngg Bharatiya Janata Party said around a million people attended the event, the Indian Express news-
several cities across the count paper reported.

The hot spells are becoming harsher and more frequent across South Asia, spurred by elimate change, aceord-
ing 1o scientists.

Authorities in the eastern state of West Bengta\ announced a week-long shutdown of all schools, colleges and
media reported

he opposition Congress party aceused the government of negligence and said it should face criminal charges,

Heatwaves have killed more than 6,500 people in India since 2010, and last year saw record temperatures in

several cities across the country. The hot spells are becoming harsher and more frequent across South Asia,
spurred by climate change, according 1o scientists INP

China’ 3-day iftar
reception gets
underway in Gwadar

ISLAMABAD:In the sacred month of Ramazan, a
three-day Iftar reception is being organized for hun-
dreds of local common people of Gwadar by the
Chinese embassy in collaboration with China Overseas
Port Holding Company (COPHC) and local NGO
“Helping Hand Foundation Gwadar”.

Iftar reception started on Sunday. It will continue on
Monday and Tuesday. The Chinese Embassy wished
the local people of Giwadar a very blissful fasting days
in the month of Ramadan, according to a report pub-
ished by Gwadar Pro. 5

More than 200 people of Gwadar belonging 1o the
lower strata of society are being served at Iftar time
daily for three days.

orate Iftar will include fresh water, drinks, tradi-
tional delights (sweet and salty), meals. and local dish-

es.
A COPHC official said that under the CSR frame-
work, COPHC is arranging the special Iftar receptions
{'ur r:/lus]»m residents of Gwadar, considering them
rothers,

universities from Monday due to the heat, local

assistance we received from the esteemed Embassy is
unprecedented” -

This kind gesture serves affability. Apart from help-
ing the poor have cnou%h to eat, it boosts the morale of
local youth that the Chinese brothers stand by us
through thick and thin", he added.

Another official of Helping Hand Foundation,
praised the auspicious efforts by COPHC and Chinese
authorities, saying such generous contributions by the
Chinese brothers for a specifically religious event
reflect their vision of inclusivity and coexistence,

ee-day Iftar reception is being organized for hun-
dreds of local common people of Gwadar by the
Chinese embassy in collaboration with China Overseas
Port Holding Company (COPHC) and local
“Helping Hand Foundafion Gwadar”. &

Iftar reception started on Sunday. It will continue on
Monday and Tuesday. The Chinese Embassy wished
the local people of Giwadar a very blissful fasting days
in the menth of Ramadan, according to a report pub-
e ¥ lished by Gwadar Pro. 3

China’s 3-Day Iftar Program has commenced with More than 200 people of Gwadar belonging to the
gnthusiasm leavinga lasung imprint of plulanlivcgism,  lower strala of society are being served ot Lfar time

daily for three days

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif offer condolences on the death of
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs Mufti Abdul Shakoor during his visits the residence of
President Jamiat e Ulema e Islam, Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman,

Parliament must | Zero waste initiatives to
be respected as help address triple

mother of all
institution
NA Speaker

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National
Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf has
stated that Constitution of Pakistan is
the sacred document that binds 230
million people mﬁmhcr

Addressing the final round of
speech competition organized in con-
nection with the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations of the Constitution of
Pakistan, in Islamabad on Monday, the
Speaker stressed to protect the consti-
tution. He said the Parliament is moth-
er of all institutions and it should be
respecie o

he Speaker also paid rich tributes
to the framers of the constitution
including former Prime Minister

Zulfikar Ali Bhunto INP

Matter of
provision of
funds for polls

1 be taken to
NA: Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Law  Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar has said the
National ~ Assembly’s  Standin|
Committee at its meeting in Islamaba
has directed to take matter of provi-
sion of funds for elections in Punjab to
the National Assembly after approval
from the federal cabinet.

Talking to the media persons at the
E?rlmmenl. house in_Islamabad on
Monday. he was confident of a posi-
tive outcome ) )

Minister of State for Finance Aisha
Ghous Pasha said we respect the order
of the Supreme Court which has also
stated te move forward as per the law
and constitution

_She said the matter of election funds
will be taken up in the federal cabinet
meeting on Monday and later in the
National Assembly. She said the par-
liament is ultimate authority to spend
fund from the Federal Consolidated
Fund INP

Zartaj Gul
summoned by
Punjab ACE

LAHORE:The

W

i Anti-Corruption
Establishment {ACE), Punjab has
again summoned Pakistan Tehreek-c-
Insaf leader and former state minister
artaj Gul over cormuption charges.
artaj Gul was summoned on April

10, but she did not show up before the
anti-corruption team and now ACE
Punjab has again summoned her on
April 19 at 16 in the morning. Zartaj
Gul is accused of giving contracts for
various developmental projects to her

frontmen.

Zarta) Gul and her husband
Humayun Akhund used to take ten
ercent commission for providing
unds for development schemes in her
constituency, the notice claimed The
couple is also accused of revising the
development schemes that cost heav:
losses 1o the national kitty, the Punjal
ACE said It may be noted that several
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders
including Pervaiz Elahi. ~ former
Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman

uzdar, former S Usman Dar
and athers are facing charges of cor-
ruption INP

Imran alleges
another police
operation planned in
Zaman Park on Eid

LAHORE: Former prime minister
Imran Khan on Monday alleged
before the Lahore High Court that he
has information of another operation
being planned on his Zaman Park res-
idence on Eid. “There is risk of blood-
shed.” he claimed A two-member
bench of the high court recommended
that Imran Khan's petition be placed
before a larger bench against the regis-
tation of similar cases and discipli-
nary proceedings against him,

The bench comprising Justice Tariq
Saleem Sheikh and Justice Farooq
Haider sent the file to the Lahore High
Court chief justice INP

planetary cri

ISLAMABAD:“Rather  than
handling this garbage haphazard-
ly, we need to take meanm%lful
steps to track, separate, and then
treat it sustainably”, said Arif

Goheer, Principal  Scientific
Officer, Global .hnnﬁe Impact
Climate

Studies, Ministry o
n

“hange )
“Waste contributes greatly to
the trple planetary ensis — cli-
mate change, biodiversity loss,
and pollution. Humans generate
224 'billion tons of municipal
solid waste a year, but only 53%
of 1t 1s managed n controll
ies, Every year, around 931
million tons of “food is lost or
wasted and up to 14 million tons
of plashic waste enters aquatic
ecosystems,” he said
“With zero waste initiatives, we
can minimise and prevent waste,
help address the triple planetary
crisis, protect the environmeni,
enhance food secunty, an
mlyrﬂve our health,” he added.
ero waste is a philosophy and

is: WealthPK

set of practices that aims 1o elimi-
nate waste by redesigning
resource use and management.

“As the population grows, bil-
lions of 1ons of waste is produced
evlt_ab year. ]OEI ‘ 15% of this

age, worth billions, gets recy-
gfed. The rest ends ug“mglandl'fﬁ‘S
or open dumps. Besides wasting
finite resources, it also causes
other, i1;,rublems.‘ he pointed out

Anit said that due to the lack of
proper waste management sys-
tems and general civic illiteracy,
Pakistan’s excessive parbage gen-
eration poses an even greater chal-
Lorige, Fin sait v “easte which
is defined as “producing little or
no waste,” is one of the potential
solutions.

“The lack of waste management
infrastructure in Pakistan, Tike in
other developing countries, is
causing major problems. There is
a shortage of waste collection and
disposal facilities, and many areas
do not have any organised waste
collection services INP

Orakzai Jashan-e-
Baharan festival to be
held in May

ORAKZAL  The Tourism
Authority of Chyber
Pakhtunkhwa %{PK) announced
that Jashan-e-Baharan festival
will be held rst week of
leier in Orakzai district

PK  Teourism  Authority

Spakesman  Muhammad
said that the aim of this festival is
o promote tourism in the
province especially in merged
districts. R

He added that new tourist sgs
have been introduced in Orakzai
that will promote tourism more in
provinee,

Saad said that there are many
beautiful and touristic places in
Orakzai district, adding the
Authority will give full attention
to promote it and provide facili-
ties to tounsts. He said that
Kalaya, Samana, Golestan Qila,
Feroz Khel, Zera and Landok,

Nanwar Ghar,  Khlawar,  Tui
Khula Waterfall and Spinkai are
much tounst attractions places in
district Orakzai

He said that camping. pods
would be installed for tourists in
Samana area by June 2023

Plantation _campaign with the
support of Pakistan Annr and
Forest Department would be
sqtars:d soon in these areas, said
Saa

KPK Tourism Authority said
that various tour operators and
travel agents were given a visit of
Orakzar.“Tour-guide  traiming
workshop will also be held for
local youth and a guide may
related to Orakzai tourist spots
has been prepared and various
tourist signboards have also been
displayed for fourists”. An infor-
mation desk for tounsts has also
been installed in Orakzai INP

NA’s standing committee on
finance sends polls funds issue
back to parliament

ISLAMABAD: The fate of the
Supreme Court’s deadline (o issue
Rs2l billion for elections in
Punjab and Khyber Pakhiunkhwa
became moré uncertain  on
Monday after National
Assembly’s Standing Commitiee
on Finance and Revenue sent the
poll funds issue back to the parlia-
mes

nt.
_Last week, the apex court had
directed the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) to allocate and
release Rs21 billion by April 17
(today) for elections in two
rovinges from the Federal
Consolidated Fund (FCF) “lying
under its control and manage-
ment”, It had also instructed the
central bank to send an “appropri-
ate communication” to this effect
to the finance ministry in this
regar

Subsequently, a meeting of
NA's finance and revenue com-
mittee was called on Monday to
discuss the SC order regarding the

"I Y 'ﬂm!

disbursement of funds. Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar, SBP Governor
Jameel Ahmad, Law_Minister

zam Nazir Tarar, Commerce
Minister Naveed Qamar, Aunditor
General of Pakistan Mohammad
Ajmal Gondal and Attorney
General for Pakistan Mansoor
Awan were also invited,

In a brief conversation with
reporters after the NA committee
meeting wrapped, Minister of
State for Finance and Revenue Dr
Aisha Ghaus Pasha said that nei-
ther the SBP nor the Finance
Divisen had the authority to allo-
<cate funds from the FCF!

She explained that the process
of the allocation required approval
from the parliament. “Without the
approval of the parliament, no bill
or u#el has any legal authentic-
ity. “Hence, we leave the entire
miatter on the parliament now, The

atliament is supreme for us
ecause this is what is written in
the Constitwtion,” Pasha said. INP
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Soldiers martyred

South

Wagziristan IBO
laid to rest

RAWALPINDI:
Funeral prayers of the two
soldiers' martyred in an
intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in South
Waziristan on April 15
were offered in Wana ini-
tially, and later in their
respective native towns, it
was reported on Monday.

Agccording to the Tnter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), a large number of
military officers, soldiers,
civil_officials, public and
relatives of the martyrs
attended  the  funeral

ravers. “Armed Forces
of Pakistan siand deter-
mined to eliminate the
scourge of terrorism at
any cost. Such sacrifices

strengthen  our
resolve,” the ISPR said in
its statement. )

The martyred soldiers
25-year-old_Lance Naik
Shoaib Ali Shaheed, resi-
dent of Parachinar in
District Kurram, and 22-
gear—old Sepoy_ Rafiullah
Shaheed, resident  of
Lakki Marwat, embraced
martydom during an B0
in the Zarmilan area of
South Waziristan district
During the operation, an
“intense exchange of fire
took place” between the
s and terror-
ists. At least eight terror-
ists were reported 1o have
been killed in the opera-
tion INP

Rana’s remarks
regarding polls
open defiance of
apex court’s
orders: Rasheed

RAWALPINDI: Awami
Muslim_League (AML

Chief Sheikh Rashee
hmed has stated that
that  Interior Minister

Rana Sanaullah’s remarks
that elections in Punjab
would not be held on May
14 was an open defiance
of the apex court’s orders.
He said the ruling coali-
tion was running away
from elections.

While addressing a cer-
emolély a day earlier
Sun, a);:l), Mr ‘Sanaullah
ad said that snap polls
would not be conducted
on May 14, adding that
elections for national and
provincial  assemblies
would be held simultane-
ously across the country

Reacting to it, the
‘mer interior minister

i
statement was an open
defiance of the apex
court’s orders. He said the
ruling coalition was_run-
ning away from elections.

le said it would be
decided today whether
funds were issued hy the
State Bank of Pakistan
gSBPJ for elections or not.
NP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Imrif chairs a meeting of the
Federal Cabinet.

f impe d people

aborate Iftar will include fresh water, drinks, tradi-

r tional delights (sweet and salty). meals, and local dish-
Helping Hand Foundation official said “the sort of es. IN

LHC seeks 1947-2001
Toshakhana record

LAHORE: Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Monday ordered the govern-
ment 1o present the Toshakhana record
from 1947 to 2001 before the court.

s per details, a two-member bench
of LHC headed by Justice Shahid Bilal
Hasan heard the government’s plea
against the decision of making the

oshakhana record publie.

The deputy attorney general told the
court that there is mo record of
Toshakhana from 1947 to 2001, How is
it possible that there is no record with
the ﬁcwermuem, the court remarked

The deputy attorney general said he
was also surprised when he knew that
the state has no record of Toshakhana
from 1947 to 2001.

" The judge expressed annoyance say-
ing that the government passes the bill
overnight but the bills which are for

BAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi

the state's benefit are not passed_

e ordered to present of the
Toshakhana record before the court as
it is a matter for the young generation’s
future sake.

If the record is not submitted then
the court will summon all the officers
from 1947 tll today even if they are
retired.

Earlier, the Lahore High Court
({LHC) ordered the government to
make a complete record of Toshakhana
gifts received hgmp blic office holders
from 1990 to 2 Eublm,_ﬁslnbl\shed
in 1974, the Tosha-khana is a depart-
ment under the administrative control
of the Cabinet Division and stores pre-
cious gifts given to rulers, parliamen-
tarians, bureaucrats, and officials by
heads of other governments and states
and foreign dignitaries INP

being briefed about the initiatives of

.U,‘IJ?EEF in Pakistan's health and education sectors, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.
Dubai govt to support
citizens with limited income
in home construction

DUBAI: The Supreme Committee for
Development and Citizen Affairs in
Dubai_ has announced the launch of the
“Bayti” social initiative, which aims to
support citizens of Dubai with limited
income who have received housing
grants and require additional funds for
the construction or completion and fur-
nishing of their homes, thereby alleviat-
murthr:wr financial burden,

his announcement came during the

signing of a_ Memorandum  of
Understands (Moll} _between the
Dubai Police General Command, the
Department of Islamic Affairs and

Charitable Activities in Dubai, the

Mohammed Bin Rashid Housing
Establishment, the Community
Development  Authority, and  the

Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Humanitarian and Charity Foundation
lol] was signed in the presence
of Lieutenant General Abdullah Khalita
Al Marri, Commander-in-Chief of
Dubai Police, and other high-ranking

ative aims to support and
ficiaries in completing the
construction and furnishing 00
homes annually. The total support pro-
vided by the “Bayti” initiative for the
first group of 63 Emirati families
amounts 10 AED 32 million. _

The initiative covers additional con-
struction and furmshing costs by provi
ing support from public benefit associa-
tions to_beneficiaries, opening new
opportunities for philanthropsts fo con-
tribute to enhancing the quality of life,
promoting family and community stabil-
aty, and providing a decent for
Emirati families The “Bayti” initiative is
implemented in partnership between 1
Dubai Police General Command, t
Department of Islamic Affairs and
Chantable Activities 1 Dubai, the
Mohammed Bin Rashid Housing
Establishment,  the  Community
Dc\‘clugmrnt Authority, and in collabo-
ration.INP

Ahmad Hassan Textile
Mills revenue, profits dip in
1HFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Ahmad Hassan Textile
Mills Limited’s revenue decreased 15%
to Rs2.3 ballion in the first half (July-
December) of the ongoing fiscal year
2022-23 from Rs2. 7 bullion in the corre-
spanding period of the previcus year

The company's gross profit declined
1% to Rs247 million in 1HFY23 from
Rs24% million in the corresponding peri-

od of
The  profit-before-taxation _ also
dropped to Rsl36 million in IHFY23

from Rs174 million in 1HFY22, regis-
tering a negative growth of 22% year-
an-year. Similarly, the profit-afier-tax:
tion_decreased 39% 10 Rs88 m
IHFY23 from Rsl45 millien in
1HFY22, reports WealthPK.

Overall, the decrease in revenue and
rofits for Ahmad Hassan Textile Mills

imited 1s a cause for concern, and it
will be important for the company to
take proactive steps to address this trend
in the coming months. The company
may need to adjust its operations or

develop new strategies to maintain prof-
itability and ensure its long-term success
in a challenging market.

The management of the company has
commissioned a  solar system of
988 O9KWP and plans to increase its
capacity to IMW. Despite increasing
raw material prices, the company
intends to improve sales, reduce costs,
and maintain profitability. The move
towards _expanding renewable ener
capabilities is commendable, as it sup-

orts sustainability and may reduce
ong-term costs. However, the company
should carefully consider and manage
sy Binsngisl rhiks. assosiated with the
expansion.The company's gross profit
margin increased steadily from 6.32% in

019 to 8 (4% in 2021, indicating that
the company was able to manage its pro-
duction costs efficiently. However, in
2022, the gross profit margin decreased
to 6.1%, indicating that the company
may have experienced a decrease in
sales revenue,




