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Election i impasse: Govt, PTI"members

to meet again today after opening round

embers of the ruling coalition and

opposition PTI will resume talks on elec-

tions in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

mnmrrow (bnday) following the initiation
of dialogue at the Parliament House

Representatives from both sides met
inside Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani's
chamber on Thursday evening to begin the
negotiations, acorrespondent confirmed,
saying that the talks concluded after more
than an hour.

The negotiations have taken place while
a written order is awaited by I\—" the Supreme
Court regardmt,etecnensm unjab and KP
— an issue on which there has been a
g impasse between the ruling
coalition, the opposition and the higher
Judiciary.

PPP’s Yousaf Raza Gilani, who partici-
pated in the negotiations from the govern-
ment’s side, said while speaking to the
media that the talks would be resumed
LOMOITowW at 3pm at the Pamamem House,
during which the PTI would present its

of talks

at Parliament House

taken on board

The PTI leader said the PTI had
agreed to their request and asked them
to proposed a solution after consulting
their allies. “And if the solution is
within the constitutional ambit, we
will discuss it with an open mind.”

Regarding the progress of today’
talks, he said hol% sides agreed al
solutions to political problems could
be found through talks, provided that
they are held with sincere intentions
and in a meaningtul way

“QOur intention is to 1ynd a way for-
ward for these talks and not use them
as delaying tactics,” he said, adding,
“We believe that wﬁatever solution we
will come up with 1t would be within
the constitutional ambit.”

‘One-point agenda’

lemands. Earlier, video ﬁw(aﬁc from
% before the meeting showed Qureshi
Pal"ues P{"‘t Oftke and Senator Zafar — two of the

ruling coalition

would then be

apprised of the

PTI'’s demands
, he added

A]Ungmdc him, Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar said it was principally decided that
matters would be resolved within the ambit
of the Constitution.

Later, Senator Ali Zafar, who was part of
the PTi's nesonanns team, said it was

v
tion,” he added.

Zafar shared these details during Geo
News programme Capital Talk, saying that
a consensus was reached tday that all
aspects of the issue of elections should be
discussed and debated during the negotia-
tions

‘The senator said the PTI intended to con-

He further said that no allegations were
e».changed bex ween the two sides during

Ruling coalition
to take all allies

Meanwhile, Shah  Mahmood
Qureshi, another member of the PTI's
negotiating committee, said while
speaking 1o the media in Islamabad
that both sides had presented their
stance today and members of the rul-
ing coalition told them that they had to

y negotmlm g team

members included in the PTI's
arriving at the
Parliament House

Accompanying them was Faisal
Chaudhr:/, brother of PTI leader
Fawad Chaudhry who is also part
of the PTI’s negotiating committee,

Speaking to the media ahead of
the meeting, Qureshi said that there
was only “one=-point agenda” for
the talks, and that was elections.

When a reporter sought clarifica-
tion on whether he meant esr}!v
elections, he succinctly replie
“elections”.

In response to another question,

agreed during today’s talks that a solution  clude the talks before the end of this week, taks All allistian Hoard he said the PTI's delegation had
i ralks that e have already consulted PTI

it ool Sl ol ekl sy Sl B it board:  chctimn St tine s i e Khans, complete mandate

» 0” Oa'r . mandate,” he said, adding that repre- i e ELeT e an

nation m%smlh: Supreme Court by Monday”, he Demaocratic Movement has the

“We agreed not to employ any delaying
tactics and assured each other that sincere
efforts would be made to find a good solu-

referring to the top court's dire
tives for political parties 1o hold talks and
evolve a consensus on elections

Qureshi

sentatives of the ru]mn coalition had
told the PTI delegation that all coali-
tion partners had to be consulted and

mandate for the talks, this you may
ask them.”Web Desk

82 years old Pakistani shepherd accepts Hajj
offer of Javed Afridi

Abdul Ghaffar Langah, Syed Ali Shah
HUB The 82.-?'&"; old P:Iuslam shep-

Dressed in a simple white shalwar
kanwaz, Hajl Abdul Qadir said, “This
am of life to be at the Holy

Plane" He lhanked the Saudi govern-

meet him.
“I have no mobile phone
and property”, Haji Abdul

herd. Ha!p Abdul Qadir accept Hi;f_ ment and the roval family for their &
Javed Afridi h
Peshawarzrlvuﬁm on ?h.',,- " uwne' support] wanted to perform Um Qﬂdﬂ' !nfarmed

for many years but cuuhi not go

“czm shifoten wam R because of poverty. Finally, 1 tool ng in a hut in a ve
5 - ry miserable con-
E‘:” e Hu§“§,;,!’§° l}'}‘ﬁfﬁ,‘l,,’,ﬁ,ﬁ ':,ﬂ / — %:)a(s from someoné and grazed half of n, éa i Abdul Qadir can only speak in
Dnil etta Voice in an exclusive inter- S one part belonged to the owner s own_language i.e. Balochi %le is the
Tt ot Bart wes mine Isoldmy father of fve chlld(m and constructed his

heard about his offer through m;
fetiinare iy T

goats and left for Ui 1 don’t know

hut on another tribal

ave no moinle

ovided h{

adn k r languay e" eﬂ:%eplb?aloégﬁ 1 :"fgrf’éﬁﬂjl Rah:m ’\;ﬂ -
“ lidn't ncwta{ ah has blessed me d_propert
Thls wdas my s0 much. The video of the elderly man lgfotmed lwml 0 icetglifvsg a Iadasjld ."r
2 from Pakistani frail shepherd roamin n&;i’cwﬁ;"m"'c r&vr::n 5"; e?ﬁafym:n
dream of life to be the aara Nunemmad” (UMY I Ty S e et
X Turk1 Alalshikh, adviser to the Saudi %fg;?u?d L mng ai;g;:lt“ .

at the Holy Place”

Blast in Khuzdar martyrs
a police officer: Police

From Our Correspondent; [
P —— Mir Salam Jogezai We are
Al semior police officer was —
martyred in a4 explosion in Germany's Karachi conﬁdent that

Balochistan's Khuzdar city on Thursday.
Police inspector Sharbat Khan was mar-
tyred in the blast near the medical complex
of the city, police said

The vehicle of Sharbat Khan was target-
ed through a remote-controlled bomb in
the medical complex area. The police offi-
cer was martyred on the spot, police said
He was currently serving in the Counter-
Terrorism Department ({ C‘H‘D) The inspec-
tor was completely destroyed in the att-

k.
The blast rocked the entire area and
police mushed towards the spot, The dead
ody of the palice officer was shifted to the
district I’II!EI? uarters hospital Khuzdar.
Senior police and administration offi-
cials reached the spot and started an inves-
tigation into the madent. The motive

’
i 2
behind the attack could not be immediate-

Iy ascertained.

Consul-General, Dr. Rudiger
Lotz on Thursday said that
Pakistan
country and it will overcome
the prevailing crisis
Pakistan
country”,
of Germany said while talk-
g to reporters.

He expressed these views
on the oceasion of a ceremo-
ny held with regard to the
appointment of the newly
appointed consul general for
Balochistan
Baloch.

Crown Prince, prompting him to a
tweet asking about his whereabouts to

lerly man was si BWIK §]
every individual and teilmg e si

tory of In;
travél to the Holy Place

Paklstan will overcome prevailing
political crisis: German CG

is an_important
“For us,
is an important
the Consul General

Mir  Murad globe

Pakistan would
overcome these
problems”

e
Mr. Lotz stated, “We are con-
fident that Pakistan would over-
these
doubr, Pakistan is a_democracy
smd it has a democratic structure,
the Consul General mentioned,
He said Pakistan is an ::m:g'
ing economy and it is the fi:
mu;l populous country in the

Mr. Lotz stated that Germany
has financed huge developmerit

PM Shehbaz brushes off ‘threat of

Secretary Home Balochistan to probe
into martyrdom of 6 pollcemen

roblems”.  No

projects to_improve so
w= have the sup

He uungram]atod the

Pr:me Minister Shehbaz  Sharif

P!
i\;)m-c conditions in Bal och-s!an

appointed Germany Consul
General, Mir Murad Baloch, and
said that Mr. Baloch would play
an important role in the issues of
the peaple

port of

newly

contempt’, says vote of confidence
upholds Parliament’s supremacy

S ST TR T 1

a vote of confidence from the
Staff Reporter: CM Inqisired National Assersbly on Thursday. with
= B whether the poll’ce 180 lawmakers reposing “full confi-
QUETTA:The Eigeclal & dence” in his leadership as the premier.
Secretary {Home) party had grme with After the House reposed confidence in
Balochistan would probe into {1 him, the premier spoke at length about
wdom of s police- full preparation et i e i
men  in provinee’s expr:ssmﬁ resewalmns on nilirgs that
Jaffarabad dmnct on Expressing concemn over the qucsuune pad\aments confidence in
Wednesday. evidence of the police, the chief m and wamed of “senicus cense-
iel Minister minister mqu;red whether the quences”
Balochistan, Mir Quddus police pa e with full The unexpected development came
izenjo took serious notice FWW“’“""W plannin m‘oﬂ' days  after [Information Minister -
of the martyrdom of six it the dacoits, whether any Mﬂm&"im Aurangzeb vehemently refut- b yicen repnses its. ful! confidence in

policemen 1in’ Jaffarab: an
official handout issued said.

Secretary o ome
Balochistan to probe into the
martyrdom of policemen

senjor police officer was. super-
vising the action, and whether
there was a_raid against the

Secretary Home to appoint the
Special “Secretary Home as an

mouves and submit a report.
‘The chief minister said that the
brave and courageous security

our lives and proj
afford mlo&:p&le?ner:ﬂ
conclu:

We Cannot
¢ statement

Opons ctmmmg that the premier had
dem to seek a vote of confidence
from Parliament.

moved by Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, sfated: “The National
Assembly of the Islamic Republic of

of Mian Muhammad
as the Prime Minister of

the leadershi
Shehbaz Sharif,

The provincial government the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.”
has gppmnled the Special ﬁ:‘f;:d“‘:ecksg;m:ﬁm{}hz? uiry officer to review all the personnel are the protectars of | The "55‘“'“"““ for the trust vote, I LA A A 4 ,

with Inwmakcm in
the resolution rising
‘&b Desk

ing was conducted
favour of adoptin
from their seats.
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Slow pace of
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development
projects in Quetta

The pace of the develoj

slow. Vi

c ent projects currently underway in Quetta is
arious suburbs of this provincial capital paints a bleak picture when

it comes to development projects and the availability of basic facilities
including water, education, health, road network, and sanitation.

Billions are pumped by the fe
this city at par with other develo)
or instance, the dual
yet to be completed in 5

ble results.

Sabzal Road 15 yet to

e constructes

al and provincial governm

parts of the country, but
zation of the Sabzal Road, Sariab Roa
Ewte of passmﬁ three years,

1s to bring
1o tangr

. Former Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan inaugurated a por-
tion of the Sabzal Road, which was really a good addition to the develap-

ment and beauty of

uctta. However, a major portion of Sabzal Road is yet

to be completed. Dirty water on the surface of the road and piles of garbage
made peoples’ lives miserable 2 X
. Residents of the area have made repeated appeals for immediate construc-
tion of the road, Chief Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo has also visited the

road an

ted an early construction. Despite this all, the road is yet to he

constructed. This actually exposes the bad govemnance in Balochistan.
Action should match the directives of the high-ups
Sariab Road and other ongoing development projects are also underway

at a slow Ipaoe Chief Secretary

ious devel

ments to ensure timely completion,

ction should matcl

wmlgm_w transparen

the

alochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqaili visited var-
opment schemes the other day and directed the concerned depart-

ircctives of the high-ups. People are fed up with
the ongoing slow-paced projects. which compound th
provincial government should also share the volume of funds
various development projects in Quetta with the media and people.
and accountability,

blems. The
ing spent on
is will

viable master plan needs to be evolved to address the city’s problems
including an influx of people, new settlements, traffic, water. education and

health problems,

EDITORIAL

Friday.April.28,2023

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Article 25
Constitution
slam epublic

the
the
of

of

Pakistan says that there

will be no d
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities sub-
stantiate this assertion”
Are there even playing
grounds for
both genders? If not,
why it is s0? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?
iender  Responsive,

Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-
ing

“There are many pol;-
cy options 1o reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the goal of Gender
Equality Gender
Responsive,  Gender

ve and Gender

Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  create
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental abjective of
sender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to T_rumulirlg gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral ‘part” of human
rights, Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently amplicit
dimensions of discrimi=
nation against women

ender impacts
budgets and policies

Gender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for mai aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

of

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, “Is there any study
ever conducted 1o find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or ?re-hudgel
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
orm  almost  50%
(48.76%, to be specif-
ic)of our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%. If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
encmpowerment  starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embraidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promate gender equali-
P'. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan is 47.4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

budgetary F.mcesx An
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 6ill 2020-21

shows that there was not
a single project in the
years 2013- 14 st
2014-15, as if women
did nmot. Exist or they
were not worthy of any

consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to

three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% 10 .22%, Tt shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get _in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor  force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan
ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent an
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work lace
s..rpwngﬁ- there are
no separate Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire _female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whatsoever,

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, mostly
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
lans for female uplift

onditions outside the
capital city are simply

deplorablé.  Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized

dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming and

using

this untapped
potential

Flood funds and telethons

The 2022 monsoon
season “on steroids™ left
in its wake widespread
destruction, submerging
one third of the country
under water, with over
half of Pakistan’s districts
ggglered as “calamity
it

Around 33
ple were affected, wit
nearly eight million dis-
placed from their homes.
of which nearly 4.5 mil-
lion people ~remained
exposed (o or living close
to flaoded areas in early
2023, Public and private
stakeholders mobilized a
response  fo  assist
Amongst these was for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan's notable initiative

i

illion peo-

victims through a seres
of telethons. .

This comment outlines
details about the hdnd]m%
and  disbursement o
funds raised thruug]h
these telethons and fol-
lows several social media
posts over the last six
months defailing modali-
ties about fund disburse-
ment and the policy guid-
ing that

Tn terms of fund collee-
tion, three live fundrais-
ers were held between
August and September
2072. All donations from
the  telethon :
received in  official
accounts of the chief min-
isters of Punjab. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan. The provincial
governments’ own flood
relief funds were also
routed to these same
accounts. A total of Rs15
billion was pledged in
donations _ OF  this,
Rsd 63
received in
accounts as of January 1.

2023

There are three reasons
for the gap between
“amount pledged’  and
‘amount received’ in the
accounts. First, was the
high Failure rate of inter-

national credit card trans-
ly

actions, worth ne;
Rs4.345 billion s
many payments w
blocked and fl; gEed as
potential high- pag-
ments. According to the
State Bank of l;'aklsl:m‘
S8 per cent of this amount
could not be received as
the owner of the scheme
(eg Mastercard/Visa) did
not authorize  transac-
tions; in 15 per cent
authentication failed; in
21 per cent the issuer
bank declined the trans-
action, in two per cent
there were technical
errors in the payment and
in four per cent the pay-
ment was associated with
[hes“ns.k blocked bin”.
ec:

committed by donors dur-
ing the telethons was
meant to be executed by
the donors  themselves
and was not intended to
flow into the chief
ters” accounts: And, third,
some US-based donors
wanted a 501 C-3 instru-
ment so that they could
et a tax exemption bene-
In'n on their donations, and
donation into a govem-
ment account did not pro-
vide them the tax relief. A
workaround was, devel
oped for this, which w
take fime to materialize
f the Rs#63 billion
received in the accounts,
83 per cenl was from
domestic donors, and the
remaining from interna-
tional donors. The aver-
age size of donations was
Rs31310 and Rs77,107

for domestic and interna-
fional donors, respective-
ly. Further details are
siven on the
ittps:/www.insaf pk/noti
fication/telethon-flood-
donations-utilization-sta-
s o

To guide wutilization,
5 urpose commit-
tees were constituted both
in Punjab and KP with the
mandate to devise and
aversee the mechanism
for efficient management
and utilization ol
relief funds from the
telethon and the chief
mimister’s fund. Each
committee was chaired
by the respective chief
minister, and | was tasked
to lead the initiative for
both committees.

Given the large number
of people who had been
displaced, the committees
decided to _ prioritize
rebuilding of damaged

ouses,  except  in
Balochistan, where in
kind assistance was given
as per the request of the
government of
Balochistan. We were
clear in our vision of
instituting a rule-based

data-driven method
for selecting beneficiar-
ies, prioritizing benefici-
ary experience and digni-
ty, ensuring transparency,
and eliminating leakages
A four-step process was

i first step involved
an end-to-end digital field
survey of every damaged
house. The digital survey
was conducted by the
Urban Unit in Punjab and
the KP IT board in KP
with  the respective
PDMAs The survey app
had the functionality to
weotag each survey house
and upload photos as

proof. to ensure that the
team was physically pres-
ent. Once fed into the sys-
tem, the data could not be
altered without the con-
sent of the district disas-
ter management units

Survey teams had to
brave rough terrain and
flooded areas to reach al
damaged houses and con.
duct the full survey with-
in six weeks A control
room was set up, where
internal detailed dash-
boards were deployed
providing all details_of
damaged houses. This
made decision-making
dala-driven and transpar-
en

1t

The second step intro-
duced further rigour to
the flood damage assess-
ment process by superim-
pasing pre-and-post flood
satellite imagery maps on
ﬁcumggcd . damaged

uses. This helped pin-
point areas on the map
that had been flooded. Ifa
house hap-
o be in these areas,
it was confirmed that
there was indeed a high
likelihood of it having
sustained damage.

The third step invalved
the decision to disburse
the funds through bank
branches. under CCTV
monitoring and with bio-
metric signature, to mini-
mize cases of fraud which
was reported to be perva-
sive in iaast disaster pay-
ments. In KP, full bank
accounts were opened for
beneficiaries in a single
visit_ In Punjab virtual
profiles were created for
cach beneficiary, and
their compénsation
amount was credited to
that profile, to be with-
drawn at bank branches
within minutes. This was

&

By Sania Nishiar

an unprecedented ex:
cise in providing finan-
cial inclusion to some of
the lowest income house-

holds.

The = fourth  step
involved the use of pub-
licly accessible dash-

boards since transparency
was a comerstone of the
flood fund disbursal poli-
cy. Survey and disburse-
ment summary staiistics
were publicly accessible
in real time in Punjab
(https //www bop.com.pk
/pdmadp/dashboard) and

(hitps frc kpitb 50\4 pkila
nding-dashboard)  and
those with  damaged
houses could track the
status of their case by
punching in their CNIC
On January 1, 2023 of
the Rs4.63  billion
received in our accounts,
Rs3.63 billion had been
disbursed with full details
on the dashboards. The
remaining Rs1 billion of
the telethon funds was
allocated towards flood

Unstoppable China

he Chinese
economy is off
w a roaring
start, clocking
in per

cent  year-on-

if_eﬂf growth rate in the
irst quarter of 2023 - a
figure that has surpassed
even the most optimistic
pﬂ‘){e_c ions. i
Vith this sturdy start in
the first quarter, China is
poised for a full-year eco-
nomic rebound 1n 2023
The ripple effects of
China’s strong economic
performance are sure to
reverherate across the

globe, miving a -
needed 1mpetus to the
wider global economic
18,
National ureau  of
Statistics (NBS) shared
that China's GDP for the
first quarter of this year
reached a whopping 28.5
illion, yuan (54 13 1

lion), indicating a year-
on-year increase of 4.5
per cent This is a signifi-
cant uptick of 2.2 per cent

the

n Sindh,
as per the Committee’s
decision, and for that

Sindh Survey data was
needed from the NDMA
_ However, despite mul-
tiple requests, NDMA
and the, Sindh covern-
ment did not provide
data, the latter conveyed
that ‘the money be given
ta MPAs to distribute, We
did not agree to this since
this dishursal method

against the principle
of transparent and rule-
based payments. The Rs
billion “earmarked for
Sindh is therefore kept in
the Chief Minister of
Punjab Flood Relief Fund
2022 at the Bank of
Pynjab and field data is
still awaited

ed 1o the 'f‘wmus
22. The

it China’s
ecanomic prowess and 1ts
ability to stay resilient
despite the ongoing ulob-
al turbulence
. This data has also high-
lighted the country’s
impressive growth in var-
ious_sectors. This eco-
nomic growth pattern is
exactly the same as what
the IMF predicted. On
February 3, the IMF web-
site published a report by
ezo A Cerdeiro and
Sonali Jain-Chandra with
eir forecast on China
The experts predicted,
“China’s economy is sel
to rebound this year as
mobility and activity pick
up after the lifting of pan-

demic restrictions, pro-
viding a beost to the
global economy. The
economy will expand 5.2
er cent this year, accord-
ing to our latest projec-
tions, versus 3 per cent
last year That's good
news for China and the
world as the Chinese
€conomy is now expected
to contribute a third of
| @ ear.
he first quarter daia has
corroborated this fore-

cast
The data also shows a

. businesses
adagt and consumers
gradually regain their
confidence. One. particu-
larly notable positive fac-
tor is seen in the retail
sector, which has far
exceeded the expecta-
tions in_the month of
March. This is a clear
indication that consumer
confidence, which had
been shaken by the uncer-
tainties of the past year, is
gradually being restored

Retail sales, which
serve as a “barometer for
consumption’, witnessed
a remarkable 106 per
cent growth in March,
surpassing  the _earlier
expectations of 74 per
cent. This figure also out-
paced the growth rate
observed in January and
February, indicating a
general upswing The
total retail sales have
grown by an impressive
38 per cent year-on-year
in the first quarter of this
year. This marks a signif-
icant reversal of the
downward trend seen in
the final quarter of 2022

Also, the real-estate
sector has displayed sev-
eral positive signals of
stabilization and rebound,
indicating an overall pos-

y Di- lmran Khalid

itive trend. The macro-
econgmic figures from
the first quanter of this
year suggest that China’s
ecanomy is undergoing
significant structural op!
mization. In addition to
5.1 Eer cent annual
growth in the fixed-asset
investment, 7 per cent
it -year increase in
investment in the manu-
facturing sector was wit-
nessed, indicating__ a
expansion,
country’s high-tech
industries attracted 16 per
cent more investment
over the same period,
while investment in e-
commerce services
:\ur%::d by a remarkable
51.5 per cent.

These numbers suggest
that China’s economic
transformation is acceler-
ating, with a shift towards
a more digital and high-
tech economy taking

In the face of a

global economic land-
scape marked by uncer-
tainty and challenges,
China has once again
demonstrated its remark-
able resilience and adapt-
ability. Against the back-
drop of the infla-
tion across the globe due
to the Covid-19 pandemic
and the year-long Ukraine
conflicf, the country's
exports_increased by an
impressive 23.4 per cent
year-on-year in yuan-
denominated terms dur-
ing the month of March,
This far exceeds market
expectations and is a tes-
tament to China’s robust
rehound after the lifting
of the zero-Covid restric-
tions last December.
. Across a range of key
indicatars, there are clear
signs of stability and even
growth, For ~example,
production

Fo

Human history
bears witness fo the
fact that countries

thrive when their citi-
zens work im harmony
towards @ common
goal, Collaboration
and solidarity are key
ingredients to achiev-
ing success and pros-
eIty Throughout
istory, we have seen
numerous examples of
countries  achievin

great things throug!

unity and cooperation
Here are a few notable

At the
time of independence
Pakistan ace

extreme economic and
social challenges. The

new nation had no
industries or infra-
structure. and  our

agriculture sector was
underdeveloped. But
we were united. In the
1960s, the Green
Revolution trans-
formed Pakistan’s
agriculture.  In  the
mid-1960s bepan the
‘Golden Decade of
Industrialization’. We
had two cement plants
in 1947, now we have
24. We had three rex-
tile mills in 1947, now
we have 650. We did
not have any cycle
manufacturing plant in

1947, now we have
Sohrab, PECO and
Eagle. We did not

have any car assem-
bler in 1947, now we
have Tovota, Honda,
Suzuki, Renault,
Nissan, Proton, K
MG and Hyundai. We
did not have any paper

Time to unite

mill in 1947, now we
have 18. We had one
ail refinery in_ 1947,
now we have five. In
the  70s, we bult
Tarbela, the largest
earth-filled dam in the

world,
Rwanda: In the
aftermath  of the

Rwandan Genaocide, in
which some 500.000
died, the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other, Rwanda is
now one of the fastest-
rowing econom
Africa with an average
annual §rn\vth rate of

around 8 percent.
Japan- The Japanese
economy suffered

exty e devastation
during World War 1.
Japan's industrial and
infrastructure capaci-
were severely
) with major
cities i ruins because
of air raids. Japan was
left with a_massive
ebr, widespread
poverty and a crippled
economy. The unity of
Japan’s’ citizens "has
been identified as the
primary contributor to
the country's remark-
able post-war recov-

ery

Ghana: After inde-
endence in 1957,
Ghana_faced political
instability, economic
crisis and widespread
poverty. In the 80s, the
citizens  of hana
launched the “Ghana
Must Go' movement
to promote slab:luﬁ'
Citizens came togeth-

=%

er to support econam-
ic growth through
entreprencurship,
innovation and invest-
ment,

Human history also
bears wimess fo the
fact that when a coun-
try is divided it will
face a range of chal-
lenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic instability.
Here are some exam-
les of countries that
have experienced divi-
sions and the conse-
quences that have fol-
lowed:

Traq. Traq has been
plagued by palitical
instability ~ since  the
fall  of _ Saddam
Hussein in 2003, The
cmmlrcr has  been
marred by violence

and conflict, including
the rise of the Islamic
State

Lebanon:  Lebanon
has a tumultuous his-
tory of political divi-
sions. with sectarian-
ism playing a major
role in ‘the country’s

politics. These politi-
cal divisions have
resulted in periods of
civil war,  political
paralysis, and eco-
nomic collapse.
Yugoslavia The

olitical divisions in
(ugoslavia played a
significant role in the
economy, contributing
to the country’s even-
tual collapse.”
Syria; The political
divisions in Syria have
had a devastating
on the coun-
economy

Political conflicts
have destroyed the
infrastructure; disrupt-
ed trade, caused a sig-
nificant_decline in o1l
production plus sky-
rocketing inflation.
Venezuela:
Venezuela boasts
some of the world’s
largest oil reserves,
However, politic

iof
Political
divisions have led to
food and fuel short-
ages. high inflation
aid limited access to
healthcare and educa-
ton.
_ Pakistan possesses a
rich array of natural,
human. " intellectual,
cultural. technological
an historical
resources. With a his-
tory of past achieve-
ments, we have the
otential 1o succeed
nited we  stand,
divided we fall
Rwanda: In the
aftermath _ of  the
Rwandan Genocide, in
which some 500,000
died. the citizens of
Rwanda came together
to rebuild their coun-
try and reconcile with
each other, Rwanda is
now one of the fastest-
prowing economies in
frica with an average
annual growth rate of
around _Fercenl.
Japan: The Japanese
economy suffered

By Dr Farrukh Saleem
extensive devastation
during World War 11

Ja}gans industrial and

infrastructure capaci-

ties  were severely
damaged with major

s In ruins because

of air raids. Japan was

left with a massive
debt, widespread
poverty and a crippled,
economy. The umity of

Japan’s izens has

been identified as the

primary contributor to
the country’s remark-
able post-war recov-

ery

Ghana: After inde-
?mldcm‘.c in 1957,
ihana_faced polit
instability, economig
crisis and widespread
poverty. In the 80, the
citizens  of Ghana
launched the ‘Ghana
Must Go’ movement
to promote stabi
Citizens came toget
€r o support econom-
ic growth through
entreprencurship,
innovation and invest-
ment. Human  history
also bears witness to
the fact that when a
country is divided it
will face a range of
challenges including
social unrest and eco-
nomic insrability.
Here are some exam-
les of countries that
have experienced divi-
sions and the conse-
quences that have fol-
Towed: i
The  writer is a
columnist  based in
Islamabad. He tweets
(@saleemfarrukh and
can be teached at; far-
rukh13@hotmail.com

A chronic state of
policy errors

y hagan Hassan Najeeb

akistanis are

living in an era

of  shocking

price hikes,

» _sta gaering
inequality, volatle mar-
cets and oligarchic poli-

tics. The country faces
intractable inefficiencies
in almost all sectors

including energy, agricul-
ture, finance, education,
and health These are
complex  problems ta
solve. They require seri-
ous effort to
mould of _consistently
pursuing  ill-conceived
policies.

Truth be told, Pakistan
has adhered to endless
policy errors in critical
areas with consistency
and across successive
governments. My sense is
that the most concerning
policy _error has_been
expanding an el
public sector and shying
away from privatization
This has led to Pakistan
having 212 state-owned
enterprises (SOES) oper-
ating in all key sectors of
the ecomomy. The public-
sector footprint in the
commercial arena is quite
astonishing with 85 SOEs
spanning power. oil and
gas; infrastructure trans-
port and communication;
manufacturing, mining
and engineering, finance,
industrial easlale l:Ie.velo‘p-

remarkable difference o
the economy by improv-

ing efficiencies _and
reducing  quasi-
losses. Pakistan since

2015 has virtually fol-
lowed a policy not to pri-
vatize,

We continue to run
sizeable fiscal deficits —
almost as an intended
decision, The period
since FYO8 is interesting
to consider as it coincides
with a democratic transi-
tion and two programmes
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).
From FY2008 to FY2022
the country clocked a

ear 7.0 per cent fiscal
deficit on average barring
the period when the coun-
try actively adhered to an
MF  supported pro-
gramme between FY2014
and FY2017 when the
deficit averaged near 5.0

per cent
Sadly, within the fiscal
framework, another con-
sistent policy has been a
reliance on indirect taxa-
tion rather than increas-
ing the share of direct tax-
ation. Tax collection from
indirect taxes, whose
incidence is higher on the
poor and middle-income
--mugsk accounts for more
than 70 per cent of all col-
lection, once we include
withholding taxes levied
in the sales tax mode. Itis
ble that two-third:

ment, 5
retail and marketing sec-
tors, The story continues
with 44 non-commercial
SOEs ({Section 42) and
further 83 subsidiaries of

the commerci s,
In my iy
tion, especially of energy-

ally
sector SOEs. can make a

of the tax collected in the
last decade is in the form
of indirect. regressive
taxes.

There is an amazing
persistence in our policy
and political decisions o
shy away from adequate-
Iy’ taxing agriculture

income or traders or
urban immovable proper-
ty. It is by deliberate
esign that ‘we promote
unproducllve investment
in real estate by repeated-
ly giving ‘real-estate
amnesties creating per-
Verse incentives, makxing
investment 1n real estate
lucrative by requiring less
documentation, and elim-

d. W
provide an en:
ronment for a grey econo-
my and avenues for stash-
ing of illicit wealth, rather
than encouraging a move
10 a cashless digital econ-
omy, where we can track
and audit financial trans-
actions. Time after time
we have missed the
opportunity to change
course and move 10 pro-
gressive tasation

Moreover, on the
expenditure side in the
budget we continue with
misguided policies of
unfunded  pensions.
untargeted subsidies, and
a non-result-based frame-
work of development
spending, We continue to
err in making less optimal
ecanomic policy choices.

Successive  govern-
ments promote a policy
of  creating  growt
through fiscal and mone-
tary stimuli and borrow
capital 1o fund large-scale
capital expenditures. This
fuels consumption and
pushes higher imports,
entangling the country
a perpetual cycle of bal
ance of payments ensis
and taking  Pakistan
repeatedly to the doors of
the IMF.
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Imran names
three-member committee
for talks with govt

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal’
Chairman Imran Khan on
Thursday constituted a
three-member committee
for negotiations with the
government.

The committee com-

e Vice
hairman Shah
Mehmood Qureshi,
awad  Chaudhry  and

Senator Ali Zafar.

This committee will
negotiate with the gov-
ernment_regarding hold-
ing elections on (e same
cross the country.

“The Supreme Couri has
directed all the political
parties to hold dialogues

to end deadlock on the

1ssue of elections.

Meanwhile, Law
Minister Azam Nazir
Tarar and Railways

Minister Saad Rafig have
contacted Senate
Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani
and requested him to
form a committee com-
prising on five members
of the government and
five opposition members.

hey requested the
chairman to assign a
space for holding dia-
logues in the parliament
Ch‘aﬂman Sanjrani con-
tacted the PTI leaders fol -
lowing the government
proposal On ~the other

hand. Avaz Sadiq of the
PML-N has been consult-
ing other political parties
on the issue of elections
According 10 sources,
the Senate chairman con-
tacted reshi, opposi-
uon leader in_the Senate
Dr Shahzad Wasim and
Asad Umar and asked
them to suggest names of
five members for negatia-
tions with the govern-
ment. Meanwhile,  the
Senate chairman wrate
letters to Leader of the
House_ Ishaq Dar and
O“fposmou's Shahzad
fasim seeking names for
a “special committee” on
Holding disiogues INP

SEZs to help promote
Pakistani products to global
market: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Identif’
ying and developing the
sectors that possess

latent

gies have failed Lo deliver
for a variety of reasons,
including a lack of com-

advan-
n%e (LCA) can play a big
role in  addressing
Pakistan’s perennial trade
imbalances and realising
118 econom 5
However, it i
to carefully plan
implement strategies to
ensure sustainable devel-
opment of these indus-
tries, so they have no or
minimal social and envi-
ronmental impacts.
This was highlighted
by Alamgir (‘ﬁ'uu hary,
chief executive officer of

National  Productivity
Organisation 3

vh talking to
WealthPK.

“Pakistan has experi-
enced trade and current
account  deficits  for
decades because of s
export woes Despite the
government having taken
various _initiatives, no
major change has been
witnessed In industrial
growth in the country.”
“By focusing an indus-
trigs ‘where Pakistan has
inherent strengths  and
© ttive advanta;
the country can incres
its exports, generate for-
eign exchange, create
employment opportuni-
ties, and boost economic
growth,” the NPO chief

S1LIB §6 ¢
“Industrialisation sirate-

p ;
infrastructure,  product
innovati ow  factor

ctivity, and p

marketing  of
Pakistani products,”
explained Alamgir
Chaudhary i
_ He nofed that it was
important to figure out in
which industries Pakistan
has a competitive edge in
terms of low labour costs
and abundant resources
“Due 1o their cost-effec-
tive production, such
industries will_have a
strong competitive posi-
tien in the worldwide
market. As a result, secur-
ing the markets for such
low-cost, igh-margin
commodities would be
easy and lead 10 Irvnﬁ-
term, dy c growth,
pushing a_ develaping
country like Pakistan
move up the economic
ladder” "

“Pakistan possesses a
latent comparative advan-

in some labour-

intensive products that
should be encouraged 1o
become export engines
Footwear, clothing, video
and radio equipment,
trunks and cases, cotton
yam, iron, agro-process-
ing industries, dyeing and
colouring, malerials,
printing industry, glass
and glassware are just a

few of the sub-sectors
that can help Pakistan
boost its exports.” he
said, adding that Pakistan
can realise this potential
through  the ~ China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Alamgir  Chaudhary
smid the second phase of
CPEC aims to transform
the manufacturing sector
through the creation of
Special Economic Zaones
N as forging
industrial collaboration
with China,

“The SEZs will help
promote industry
agglomeration, resulting
in cost-effective innova-
tions and high value-
added goods. As a result,
the products of Pakistan
will _be_more cost-com-
Ea«m»e in the global mar-
et,” he noted

“Consequently, this
will boost exports, allow-
ing Pakistan to lower its

trade deficit.

e NPO chief called
for identifying the indus-
tries that have LCA and
then carve out a plan to
attract investment and
industrial relocation from
China He said Pakistan
should also focus on
research and develop-
ment, study global market
trends and demand pat-
tems to identify sectors
that have the potential for
growth in_international
markets INP
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ISLAMABA

ous  CPEC  projects

occasion of Eid-ul-Filr

The Chinese staff and man-
agemen! gave gifts and offered
donations to the poor and needy
before and during the festival
according to a report published

by Gwadar Pro

“Pakistan and China share a
strong cultural bond, and Eid-ul-
Fitr 15 celebrated with great he
countries.
The two countries have a long-
friendship, and their
cultural and economic coopera-
tion has continued to strengthen
over the vears,” said Sajjad
Hussain, commissioning_and
operation engineer at China

inery Engineering

enthusiasm in both

standin,

n (CMEC

KEEL LAYING CEREMONY OF
PAKISTAN NAVY OFFSHORE PATROL
VESSEL HELD AT ROMANIA

Islamabad: Keel

being  constructed

Pakistan Navy

raced
et G

st

Owning to the satisfactory
%crfomancc of Ist Batch of
PVs (PNS YARMOOK &
TABUK) in Pakistan
Navy: the construction of
2nd Batch of OPVs was

grqgress at

hipyard Romania. The ship

) .
CMEC arranged an Eid
Celebration Party for all their

Laying
ceremony of second Oﬂ‘&-'
shore Patral Vessel (OPV)

held  at
DAMEN Shipyard Galati,
Romania. His' Excellency
Ambassador of Pakistan to
Romania Dr Zafar Igbal
the ceremony

ine

moments of Esd.

staff to
cultural diversity

Construction

country.

neers of Pak

for

warfare.

as
these

latforms
and wi

of

itiative

: Viee Chairman, PTI Shah Mahmood Qureshi along with others
PTI talks with media outside the Supreme Court.

Eid festivities held at various
CPEC projects across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Cross-culture
celebrations were seen al vari-
across
Pakistan durning the auspicious

employees at Thar Block 11 Coal
mplovees of the two
countries celebrated the festival
together and enjoyed their happy

Eid celebration party also held
at Thar Block 11 Coal Mine.

The Eid festivities included
traditional dances, performanc-
es, cricket games and dinners,
prowdmﬁ‘an opportunity for the

iare and celebrate their

hinese and Pakistani
staff of China Civil Engineering

Corporation
{CCECC) also celebrated the
special occasion of Eid-ul- Fitr
together as a family at different
construction sites across the

Chinese and Pakistani engi-
g Matiari-Lahore
Transmission Com
Ltd (PMLTC) celebrated Ei
Fitr together by playing cricket,

will be multi-purpose and
highly adaptive platform.
equipped with state-of-the-
art weapons & sensors to
fight all domains of maritime

While addressing the cere-
mony, the Chief Guest under-
scored the importance of
OPVs by empha:

force multipliers i enhang-
mg PN capability of safe-
guarding maritime frontiers
offer flexibility in
conduct of Pakistan Navy's
n _independent
Regional Maritime
Patrols in the Ind;

Gas meter
rent hike:
no minister
shows up in
NA on call

attention notice

ISLAMABAD: After a massive
hike in gas meter monthly rent
from Rsd0 to Rs517, a Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (1U1)" Tawmaker
submitted a call attention notice in
the National Assembly {

During the NA session, a JUI
Member of the National Assembly
(MNA) Aliya Kamran submitted a
call attention notice to seek the

ral government's response or
the massive hike in gas meter rent
owever, no minisier was present
in the NA to respond 1o the MNA
Aliya Kamran's attention notice
he lawmaker sought the speak-
er's Eeﬂmgtmn to express her
thoughts after the gas meter rent
hike. She asked NA Speaker Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf allowing her to
highlight the important public
issue hefore the House.

However, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
ordered the concerned Sl:mdlré%
committee to take up the issue
gas meter rent hike after no-show
from any minister INP

dancing and
together

he employees said that the
cultural communicabion
enhanced understanding of each
other and helped build bridges
of friendship between the two
friendly countries. The company
also adjusted work schedules
and gave Eid allowance to
Muslim Emp\u{ges. R

he Orange Line also appreci-
ated their hardworking employ-
ees, especially during the festive

having dinner

NA once again
rejects motion
seeking funds
for Punjab, KP
elections
ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly (NA) on Thursday
oance agaim I'EJECICd a motion

seeking a supplementary grant
of Rs21 billion for elections in

r, the
: red special wifls
for them, which were distributed
at all 26 stations of the Orange

Indusirial and_Commercial
Bank of China (ICBC) Karachi
Branch organized a CSR event
to donate food packages to Tocal
low-income: pcuch 1o help them
with a happy Eid. INP

¢ (vt
el EL

Pun}!‘a and hyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP'

According to details, Law
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar

Region. He added that
Pakistan Navy has been suc-
cessfully playing its role in
providing secure sea e
ronment not only to Pakistan
but also to the world seafar-
ers. He lauded the profes-
sional slupbmldin% compe-

‘s DAMEN and

resented the motion seekmﬁ

unds for elections in Punjal

and KP following the Supreme

Court’s (SC) orders, directing

the State Bank of Pakistan

SBP) to “allocate and release™
n

521 billios

The meeting of the Lower
House of the Parliament —
which was chaired by Speaker
Raja Pervez Ashral — once
again rejected the motion uni-
laterall -

A day earlier, the federal
cabinet approved that the mat-
ter for the release of Rs21
hion, imtially ordered by the
Supreme Court in an April 4
order, be taken to parliament
for a second time.IN

tence of Mis DA |
appreciated the timely deliv-

ng that .
ery of ships to Pakistan

act as

avy.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by senior representatives
of MoDP and Pakistan Navy
besides officials of Mis
DAMEN Netherlands and
DAMEN Shipyard Galati,

Romania PR

ecurity
ian Ocean

P

QUETTA: Vendor covered his slllﬂ'durig light rain in provincial cap-
ital.

Three monkeypox
cases detected in
Karachi

Govt urged to release
funds for repair of
damaged roads of Murree

MURREE People of rural and suburbs of Murree
here have demanded of the government to allocate spe-
cial funds, for maintenance and repair of broken and
damaged Jink roads connecting rural areas with the city

In interaction with media on Thursday, they said that
a remarkable increase in road mishaps has occurred due
to these broken roads causing loss of lives and damage
1o vehicles. “Several people have lost their lives during.
the last few years in traffic accidents due to pathetic
condition of link roads,” they added

The link road which connects more than five umon
councils of Murree besides suburbs was in dilapidated
condition for almost three years The hink road was
assembled in PML N last tenure to connect multi U
geo le of Murree. Beside connecting many UCS

‘otha, Sehar Bhagla Phagwan,Charyan road lead to
Murree Expressway .The local people said that they
had lodged complaints on the citizen's complaint portal
and a number of applications have also heen submitted
with the Punjab Highways department for the repair of
the route, but of no avail The shabby condition of road
had created hardships for the residents to take their
serious patients, especially elderly persons. women to
the hospitals in the nativity, a nofable of society Zafar
Javed told this scribe. INP

KARACHI: Pakistan
on Thursday detected
three more suspected
cases of monkeypox in
people who travelled to
the country from abroad

According to sources,
all  three passengers
arachi” on
two  different  fights
from UAE on A \-iF' 26
and they were having
symptoms of the infec-
tious disease.

A I mpox
patients were shifled 1o
the isolation centre,
according to Director
Border ~and  Health
Servi Dr  Ghulam
Murtaza Shah .
arlier, two cases of
eypox have been
detected in Islamabad,
originating from  Saudi
Arabia.
Source:
health
media

Y
that

Monkeypox  patients
belong to the twin cities,
Rawalpindi and
Tslamabad

Sindh hospitals on
high alert

Aft Monkey
hospitals across
were put on high
alert and the authorities
issued  directives
establish isolation areas
for ~ the suspected
patients

The Director General
Health Services Sindh
issued directives to all
government hospitals to
establish 5 to 10-bed iso-
lation areas for
Monkeypox patients.

After the detection of
.\'Ionl:cgpox cases, the
health department issued
special guidelines to the
airports across the coun-
try. As per the guidelines,
the airport authorities
will conduct  medical

cases,
S

examinations of all pas-
sengers arriving from
foreign countries,
whereas, the use ol
masks by the airport
staft is declared manda-
tory. Porters have also
been directed to manda-
tory use masks and
gloves,

Moreover, passengers
will not be given any
protacal at the country s
alglpons All passcn%:.'rs
will undergo a complete
medical examination at
the health countries and
suspected assengers
wil l\eimmegia(ely 0-
lated and sent 1a the hos-
pital The health min-
1stry’s spokesperson sand
that the health regula-
tions are being imple-
mented at all airports
and the Border and
Health Services institu-
tion is keeping a close

eye on the situation INP

Westerly wave to bring
rain in Karachi, other
areas from Today

KARACHI: A westerly wave is likely to enter south-
ern Balochistan on Thiirsday (today) that could also
bring rainfall in Karachi. R

resh weather susiem will fikely bring tainfull in
Karachi and other districts of Sindh ‘with thunderstorm,
MET Office said in a report

Under the influence of this weather system. scattered
dust and thunderstorm with rain is expected in Karachi
division, Dadu, Jamshero, Qambar-Shahdadkot,
Larkana, Jacobabad, Shikarpur, Kashmore, Sukkur,
Ghotki,  Khairpur, Naushehro Feroz,  Shaheed
Benazirabad, Sanghar, Matiard, Tando Muhammad
Khan. Tando Allahvar, Hyderabad, Mirpur Khas, Umer
Kot Pharparker, Baci, Thatt and Suawal disricts

Rainfall with few moderate to isofated heavy falls
and hailstorm is likely to occur in Karachi division and
other districts of Sindh from Friday (28th April} till 1st
May with occasional gaps Heavy falls may generate
waler Iuggmﬁ; in low lying arcas of Qambar-
Shahdadkol, Dadu, Mirpurkhas, Umerkot aghar,
Matiari and Badin districts, Met Office cautio
Strong winds may cause damage to lose and vulnerable
structures The weather will remain hot in Karachi
today with temperature between 33 to 35 Celsius and
wind speed 20 to 25 kilometers per hour.INP

Govt support sought for boosting mushroom
production: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD :Mushr
oom production can be a
viable option for diversi-
fving sources of income
for farmers in Pakistan.

“Mushroom  cultiva-
tion can be an emerging
industry in Pakistan, witl
the potential to become a
major source of income
for growers and con-
tribute to the country's
economy.” Dr_ Nurullah,
senior scientific officer
at the National
Agriculture  Research
Centre  (NARC), told
WealthPK

“The demand for
mushrooms  has  been
steadlily increasing alob-

ally, and many countries
have already established
themselves as  major
players in the market.
China is the top producer
of mushrooms world-
wide. However, the
potential for mushroom
production in Pakistan is
enormous, and the coun-
try can easily tap into this
market with the right
support and investment.”
He maintained that
mushrooms een
%ain_mg popularity in
akistan _as in recent
years Farmers have
started cultivating them
as a cash crop. However,
he said production is still

F

fimited

“There are still many
species of mushrooms in
Pakistan that have not yet
been discovered or clas-
sified This presents a
significant oppoartunity
for the country 1o tap into
the global ~mushraom
market and create new
avenues for economic
growth,”

“With the right support
from the government and
the  private  sector,
Pakistan can unlock the
potential of mushroom
production and hecome a
major_exporter of this
valuable commodity.” he
noted “One of the advan-

e

QUETTA: Gypsy children searching and collecting valuable items from

garbage.
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Govt blames Imran Khan
for backtracking on
talks after SC order

ISLAMABAD:Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
on  Thursday blamed
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’
(PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan for backtracking on
talks with the govern-

el : 4

In an interview, the
federal minister said that
the PTI was in contact
with the government and
two senior members of
the party Parvez Khattak
and Asad Qaiser had
a%rwd to hold talks but
after the Supreme Court
ardered both sides 10
meet and update the court
by 4pm, they took a U-
tirm.

i

“Imran Khan also said
that he was ready for
talks. There was flexibili-
ty m PTI’s stance but
evel thmg got changed
suddenly

A three-member bench

headed by Chief lustice
Umar Ata Bandial is
hearing a set of petitions,
including one of PTL, on
e delay in elections to
the Punjab Assembly.
The court had instruct-
d on April 20 that the
rivals should hold parleys
on elections and apprise
the court the same day.
however, after the hreai
the government informed
the !gench that they will
hold parleys with
during the Eid holidays.
" Sanaullah, while refer-
ring 10 the SC order, said
that the PTI backtracked
after the apex court
issued directives.
SThey [Asal Quisaes
and Parvez Khauak] also
assured that they would
sit on April 26 but then
Imran Khan withdrew

their mandate.
The minister added that

Kh Saad Rafique and
;%'az Sadiq had contacted
I leaders and he has

proof of this.
Sanaullah added that
Khan torpedoed these

efforts by announcing
that they were not autho-
rised and that Qureshi is
tasked to hold talks on
behalf of the PTL

Vhen asked to com-
ment about the SC hear-
ing today. he said that the
response that Attorney
General Mansoor Usman
Awan has to give is quite
satisfactory X

“The coalition parties

have decided not 1o close
the door of negotiations
and they should be done
through’ parliament.”

he Supreme Court
will be informed about
the parliament’s forum for
negotiations, he

ih

added INP

tages of mushroom culti-
wvation is that it requires
relatively little space and
can be done indoors,
making it ideal for small-
scale farmers with limit-

ed land resources, It also
has a short production
eycle, with mushrooms
typically ready for har-
vest within 34 weeks,

Pakistan faces many
challenges. such as lack
of awareness, training,
infrastructure, marketing,
quality control, and
researc

Therefore, there is a
need to promote mush-
room cultivation and
conservation in Pakistan

through education,

extension, innovation,

and policy support
Pakistan needs o

invest in research and
development to identify
new species of mush-
rooms and develop new
cultivation methods. The
government should also
provide financial support
to local farmers to help
them establish mush-
raom farms and provide
training to help them
improve their production
methods INP
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ISLAMABAD: Syed Moh d Ali Hosseini, Amh d

of Islamic
Republic of Iran called on Minister for Defence Production,
Muhammad Israr Tareen at his office.
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Country needs to boost bilateral cooperation with
Iran, Romania: President

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Anif Alvi has stressed the need of boosting bilateral cooperation with Iran
and Romania in all areas of mutual interest, R
These views were expressed by him on Thursday during separate meetings with the envoys of Iran and

Romania here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.

President Anf Alvi while speaking to the outgoing

b dor of Tran, Seyed Moh: d Ali Hosseini,

said that Pakistan grcat;‘y valued iu-_'f'ralcrna! refations with Iran as both brotherly countries shared historie
linkages and cultural affinities, besides having commonalities of views on issues of regional and interna-

tional significance,

He emphasized the need for increasing economic cooperation and expanding the trade volume for the
mutual beaefit of the two countries. He also highlighted the atrocities being committed by the Indian secu-
rity forces against Muslims in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir and other parts of India, say-
ing Muslims were being isolated and persecuted in India and the Muslim World needed 10 take notice of
the Indian brutalities against Muslims, The President thanked the Iranian government for its support and

stance on the Kashmir issue

An

Wr

Aipxreplalmg the landmark initiative taken by Iran and Saudi Arabia to normalise diplomatic relati
Alvi said that normalization of relations between the two countries would lead to peace and stab:

o

4 Shehl

ISLAM

me Minister

BAD: Prime Minis
Assembly after getting the Vote of Confidence.

Seven killed, 13
injured in T.T
Singh road
mishap

TOBA TEK SINGH: At least seven
people were killed and about two
dozen others including women and a
child injured in a tragic road mishap
here on Thursday.

Rescue 1122 sources said that a
mini-truck rammed into a coaster near
Dharmpura area of Toba Tek Singh.

Both vehicles caught fire after the
collision resulting in death of seven
pecple and leaying |3 meludung e
women and a child seriously injured.

The injured were shifted to Tehsil
Headquarter (THQ) Hospital Gojra
and a private hospital in Panserah,

Police have registered a case into
the incident and started an investiga-
tion. INP

Five gamblers
held with stake
money

ATTOCK: As many as five gam-
blers were arrested besides recovery
of stake money during a raid_
Christian Colony, Hazro |:I|_0I|ce station
Junisdiction in Attock on Thursday.

On a tip-off, SHO Hazro Malik Atif
Hussain along with his team raided a
gambling den o

ring raid, five gamblers identi-
fied as Liquat Masih, Muhammad
Mansha, Qasim Khan, Ahmed Nawaz
and Nasir Ali were amested.

Police recovered gambling tools
and Rs 9010 stake money from pas-
session of the detainees.

case was registered against the
nabbed gamblers at concerned police
stations  and investigations were
underway INP

Governor urges
varsities to focus
on character building
of students

LAHORE: Governor

Punjab/Chancellor Punjab University
Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman has
urged the universities to focus on
strengthening the character of students
and teachers must play an effective
role in classrooms in this regard.
* He expressed these views during an
mtr‘cduqtoryv‘ meeting with Punjab
University ‘Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Khalid Mahmood at Governor's house
here on Thursday

Talking to the VC, Muhammad
Baligh-ur-Rahman said that the uni-
versities must be run in accordance
with rules and regulations.

Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood shared
various initiatives with the governor
related to the development of universi-
ties and promation of research culture
He said that efforts would be made to
impl e vision of th 1]
and improve international ranking of
the university further,

Governor %\Jﬂjﬂb assured the VC of
full support for the improvement of
universities, INP

Torkham border:
Propaganda
about sugar

smuggling
exposed

ISLAMABAD: Propaganda on
social media about the smuggling of
sugar in containers via the
border has been exposed

"On April 18, several trucks loaded
with goods were on their way to
Afghanistan via Torkham border,
when they were buried under the
debnis after a landslide in the area.

Following the incident, propaganda
was hatched about the smuggling of
sugar in the trucks loaded with
cement Sources said that three of the
damaged containers labeled with
sufsytr were waiting to cross the Pak-
Afghan border after scanning? The
ugar  was being  exported to
Afghanistan with the permission of
the govemment of Pakistan through
private trucks and they had nothing o
do with the National Logistic Cell
%NL(:J All agencies, including
“ustoms and the FIA_ are performing
their responsibilities efficiently at the
Torkham berder and trucks and con-
tainers are allowed INP

orkham

&

z Sharif add u session of the National

Not ready to hold talks
with PTI, says Fazl

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan  deadline?”
Democratic Movement (PDM) Criticising the Supreme Court
ead and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam  (SC), Fazlur Rehman said, =
Fazl (JUI-F) supremo Maulana ]hudlclary suggested politicians to
Fazlur Rehman claimed on old dialogues, on the other hand,
Thursday that Prime Minister it showed gavel to them. It is a
Shehbaz Sharif had shown agree- gucshonabc move [of the
ment not to hold talks with Supreme Court} logEve schedule
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). [for elections] and ask everyone to

While addressing a press con-  appense one political party "
ference in lsWama%md, Maulana 1e claimed that the SC’s verdict
i was not only unacceptable but
also unenforceable which should

Fazlur Rehman said that PM
Shehbaz Sharif had shown agree- y she
ment not to hold talks with PTI  be realised by the judiciary.
during yesterday’s session which  “Holding polls is the matter of the
was attended by the heads of the election commission and it will
m]rﬁ coalition parties. take this matter forward "

“The session’s agenda was talks Regarding the digital census,
with PTI but on what basis we the PDM head said that a lack of
should hold dialogues with confidence was exhibited in the

in the Middle East. The meeting also underscored the need for promoting counter-terronism cooperation to
climinate the menace of terrorism, i %

Ambassador Seyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini underlined the need for enhancing economic, cultural and
political cooperation between the two countries, He said that both countries had great potential to further
expand economic cooperation. He informed that both sides had agreed to construct six border markets that
would boost bilateral trade. He apprised the President of the ongoing electricity transmission projects that
would benefit the people of Balachistan. . )

The President appreciated the contribution of the outgoing ambassador to promoting bilateral coopera-
tion between the two brotherly countries In s meeting with the Ambassador of Romania Nicolae Gol
the President said that Romania was an important country in Eastern Europe and Pakistan desired to deep-
en its relationship with Romania in the fields of trade and economy. He thanked the Romanian government
for its support to Pakistan in granting and continuation of GSP plus status. Both sides underscored the need
for improving economie relations and undenaking regular exchanges and interactions at the highest levels
to further cement bilateral ties The Romanian ambassador conveyed gratitude on behalf of the President of
Romania for the support provided by Pakistan in the evacuation of the Romanian nationals from
Afghanistan during August and Sepiember 207 1INP

Skill development
scheme for textile sector to be
launched: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD The Ministry of Commerce has
decided to launch a skill development scheme for the
texiile and apparel industry to enhance exports, said a

country through employment and entrepreneurships.”
the Ministry o% Commerce said

_ Another aspect of the scheme will be gender inclu-
rt s10n.
e objectives of the scheme include human  *
resource development, increasing exports, creating
employment opportunities, poverty alleviation and
gender inclusion 1n the textile sector.

The total cost of the project is estimated at Rs4.598
billion, while the time period of the scheme would be
five gears. The Ministry of Commerce has sought
Rs118 2 million from the government for the next fis-
cal year (2023-24) to initiate the project,

According to the scheme, individuals in value-added
textile sectors will be trained accords ternation-
al quality standards The goal is also to encourage
entrepreneurship among the young generation.

According to the Ministry of Commerce, creating
employment ortunities in the country is also a
major object of the purposed scheme. Unemployed
roung, ?mfla will receive training to develop skills
that will help them become productive members of the

romoting gender equality and women empower-
ment in education, ewlﬁymeﬂt and industrial partici-
pation will be focused under the scheme,” the report

said
The scheme would also help increase the country’s
exports through uplift of hands-on skill of textile-refat-
ed personnel %espe_clal_ly garment stitchers) by enabling
them ta comply with international export standards.
_ The scheme will also focus on mereasing value addi-
tion in terms of per unit value and exports in textile

sector.

“Textile factories and production units will be
encouraged and traimed to use modem management
techniques for improving efficiency and reducing
wastages,” the mlms(? said :

“The availability of skilled workforce for the textile
industry will make it more L:olr,l.pemjve and export-ori-
ented. Une of the objectives of the scheme is to uplift
the economic status and living standard of textile
workers, especially women, through their employ-
ment-based skill dévelopment,” the ministry said,

Tt will make sure sustainable employment and indus-
try promotion all over the country. It will also engage a
panel of professional agencies for innovation, project
identification and execution of the scheme to make it
result-oriented.

Expanding the pool of skilled workers in the country
is another objective of the scheme. Pegple would be
provided skills along with entrepreneurial mativation
and c?lm petence so they can start their own businesses
as we

This scheme will also contribute towards povs
reduction, social and economic development of the

warmi | Keel laying ceremony of
robbing poor Pakistan Navy,s 2nd OPV
held at Romania

masses: PEW
ISLAMABAD: Senior
ISLAMABAD: The Keel laying cere-
of second Off-shore Patro] Vessel

Vice President of Pakistan
Economy Watch (PEW),
mo
(OPV) being constructed for Pakistan

Dr Hanif Mughal has said
that powerful sugar mafia

While addressing the ceremony, Dr
Zafar Ighal underscored the importance

of OPVs by emphasizing that these plat-

15 depriving poor masses | Navy was at DAMEN Shipyard Galati, forms will act as force multipliers in
of billien of rupees by | Romania on Thursday enhancing PN capability of safepuard-
constantl Pakistan Navy news release ing maritime frontiers and will offer

) increasing the | A
pnceaf ecammod% A

received here said that Ambassador of
In a statement issued o

ty in conduct of Pakistan Navy's
Pakistan to Romania Dr Zafar Igbal

initiative of independent Regional

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’
The PDM head alleged that the
Surreme Court (SC) was forcing
olitical parties 1o dialogue.
“Centre is the primary infrastruc-
ure structure of the

procedure of the population cen-
sus in different parts of the coun-
try including Karachi, rural Sindh
and Balochistan capital Quetta.
Maulana  Fazlur  Rehman
. ded the to con-

t
of Pakistan. If a pillar :a\larses,
the whole infrastructure collaj

es.”“Saving the federation is hke
saving the whole country. Why is
our judiciary stuck in the 90-day

stitute an investigation committee
to aseertain the reasons why the
country’s ,gcpula(lon is decreasing
instead of imcreasing after five
years in census statistics INP

Another CPEC project
worth Rs 1.25 trn
approved to connect KP
with Balochistan: Asad
Mahmood

DI KHAN: Federal Minister
of Communications Asad
Mahmood has announced that
a project worth Rs 1.25 trillion
0 connect Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa with Balochistan
through China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
route had heen appraved

He stated this during a meet-
ing with a delegation of Jamiat
Ulema Islam Fazl (JUI-F)
local leadership on Thursday.

The minister said this proj-
ect of a 210-km long road
would connect Yarik to Saggu
and then Saggu to Zhab which
would be completed with the
Jjoint cooperation of the gov-

ernments  of
China

He informed that the secre-
tary of communication was on

Pakistan and

a visit to China for the final
approval of matters from
China.

Asad said that the comple-
tion of this project would make
the travel between Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
easier.

He said this route would
pass through the areas of both
provinces which remained
neglected during the past,
adding, it would also ensure
economic prosperity in the
areas.INP

Various cable networks raided
during Eid holidays for relaying
illegal Indian channels

ISLAMABAD:

In line with
directions of the Chairman
Pakistan  Electronic  Media
Regulatory Authority (PEMRA),
Regional = Offices “in _ Multan,
Lahore, Faisalabad, Sargodha,
Gujranwala, Karachi and
Hyderabad conducted enforce-
ment drive during Eid-ul-Fitr hol-
idays on violations by the cable
operators for airing illegal Indian
“hannels/Content, in defiance of
directions  of the honorable
Supreme Court of Pakistan as well
as those issued by the authority
from time to time.

derabad,

n arachi, y
Sanghar, Thatta and Sujawal, dur:
ing inspections PEMRA enforce-
ment team seized all the equip-
ments being used in the said ille-
al activity which includes 14
atellite Recevers, 11 du

tors, 5 transmitters and 2 digital
boxes. The show cause notices
were duly issued to the violators
and the fine were also imposed on

the violations conducted earlier.

In Multan, enforcement team
conducted surprise inspections in
various localities .o
Bahawalnagar, D.G. Khan City,
Rajanpur, MuzafTargarh,
Bahawalpur and Rahim Yar Khan
and raided 34 Cable. Among them
20 were found airing illegal Indian
channels as well as Indian content
and imposed fine as well

staff in PEMRA Regior
Office Lahore has initiated drive
against ||Ie§ulﬂn ! 8
conducted 89 surprise inspections
in all 7 districts. Total number of
violations  found  was in
Sheikhupura, Nankana Sahib and
Kasur. All three operators have
been strictly wamed and_issued
show cause notices and called for
personal hearing. During the men-
tioned raids, the enforcement
teams confiscated illegal :nﬁipr
ments. Moreover, Regional Office
Sargodha  conducte

E I surprise
inspections INP

uetta: Administrator Quetta Tariq Javed Meﬂzal,DNerut
Shahak Baloch are meeting with Governor Balochistan Malil

Thursday, he said that
infTation is increasing due
to the increase in the price
of sugar and if the indis-
criminate export and
smuggling of sugar is not
stopped, “its J’"ce will
reach two hundred rupees

per kg,

Mr Hanif Mughal was
of the view that the con-
sumption of sugar in the
country was five million
tonnes and an increase of
one rupee per kg in its
price increases the burden
of five billion rupees on
the public, which was
transferred to the coffers
of the sugar mafia

He said that before the
export of sugar, mxndv cir-
cles had expresse
fear of its price hike, but
the  warnings  were
1gnored to please the
influential

The political _interest
and the acquisition of
wealth were always more
important than the interest
of the people for the
rulers, he smd.

He said that orders of a
crackdown against sugar
smugglers, hoarders, and
profiteers issued in the
mid of this month was

B
Farm machines
at Canton
Fair attract
Pakistani
buyers

BEIING: During the
133rd China Import and
Export Fair, also known
as Canton Fair, a section
for agricultural machines
attracted a lot of Pakistani
buyers, _according to
China  Economic  Net
(CEN]

Electric trolley is one
of the devices that interest
visitors the most. “It can
carry more welﬁhL and it
is auto-controlled. The
traditional trolley we use
in Pakistan is completely
different from that -

A Pakistani buyer said,
*You can see how innova-
tive they have made it by
installing a motor and
hydraulic system in a
small trolley. It also fits
small-scale farmers. It can
have a huge market in
Pakistan ™

The booth said that the
electnic trolley normally
works with an electric
wood breaker. “It can
break wood into small
pieces. INP

Commissioner Quetta
Abdul Wali Kakar.

eraced the ceremony as Chief Guest

Owning to the saljsfaclarg perfarm-
ance of 1st Batch of OPVs (PNS
YARMOOK & PNS TABUK) in
Pakistan Navv. the construction of 2nd
Batch of OPVs was in_progress at
DAMEN E'hu:!flrd Romania

The ship will be a multi-purpose and
highly adaptive platform, equipped with
state-of-the-art weapons and sensors to
fight all domains of m

VN
ISLAMABAD: Outgoing
Hosseini called on President Dr Aril Alvi, at Aiwan-e-S:

PPP taking steps for
resolving farmers’

issues:

DI KHAN: Minister of State for
Poverty Alleviaton and  Social
'aFet}/ and Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Central Secretary Information
Faisal Kanm Khan Kundi has smd
that his party was taking steps for
resolving the issues being faced by
the fariners. :

He expressed these views dunng a
meeting held here at the circut
house with a_delegation of local
farmers including Raja Anwar Ali,
Azmat Ullah alias Mannu Khan,
Matti Khan. Haj Abdul Razzaq,
Hafeez Ullah, and others. On_ this
occasion, PPP district president
Malik Farhan Afzal Dhap was also
present. The minister regretted that
some sugar mill owners did not pay
the price of sugarcane to the farmers

Amhassador of I

Mantime Secunty Patrols in the Indian
Ocean Region He added that Paki

Navy has been successfully plaving
role’in providing a secure sea_environ-

ure sea envi
ment not only to Pakistan but also to the
world seafarers. He lauded
sional

DAM

the profes-
hipbuilding competence of M/s
N and appreciated the timely
% of ships to the Pakistan
e ceremony was atlended by
senior representatives of MoDP INP

ed Mohammad Ali

Kundi

even at the end of the crushing sea-

oM.

He said that several important
steps were being taken h¥ the gov-
emment for the welfare of the fanm-
ers.

On this occasion, the farmers” del-
ehgallon apprised the state minister
that the management of Miran Sugar
Mills Dera was not paying the prices
of sugarcane to farmers properly.

Kundi said that the agriculture
sector was the backbone of the
country’s economy and the develop-
ment of this sector needs full atten-
tion.He assured the delegation that
their issues would not only be taken
up before the local administration
but also with the quarters conce
in Islamabad.INP

IPRS ideal for
commercial fish
farming: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan needs to
improve its aquaculture in order to
export quality fishery products in both
processed and_non‘processed forms,
said Dr. Shaista Waqar, Assistant
Director of the Department of Fisheries
in I‘uwb. in an interview with
WealthPK.

“On commercial scale, as a sustain-
able ﬁshm]%&rac(ice, In Pond Raceway
System (IPRS) is ideal for aquaculture
producers to enhance their regular pro-
duction. IPRS is an innovative combina-
tion of existing traditional agquaculture
practices and tools,” she said. .

“Normally, there are four types of in-
practice fish culture systems, 1.e., cages,
apen ponds, recirculating systems, and
raceways. Compared to traditional fish
farming system, IPRS is more cificient
to maximize fish production from a reg-
ular_fish pond. Traditional farming
requires a large area but produces less

cutput. On the other hand, the IPRS is
more practical than other fish farming
practices due 1o its higher stocking den-
sities, improved water quality, ease of
feed maintenance and grading, precise
disease treatment, fish waste collection,
less off-flavor. and ease of harvest.” she

added

Through the TPRS-type mechanized
fish fam\m% system, a great yield is pro-
duced. In this system. cemented race-
ways are established in a regular fish-
pond. The fish is stop) intensive-
ly fed there, while the waste discharged
in water natwrally wins inlo nitrates or
fertilizer.

“IRPS is a fully automated system
and seems expensive due to its demand
for an uninterrupted power su|pEIy. In
this system, farm activities hke the
mainténance of oxygen levels in the
water, feeders and power supply are pro-
grammed INP




