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Govt keeps petrol
prlce unchanged,

ool Balochistan suspended

Thousands of Yatris part1c1pat1ng in

Himglaj Mata Festival

Historic Hinglaj Mata festival begins in Lasbela district

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA:The  centuries-old
Hinglaj Mata festival kicked off in
Balochistan’s Lasbela district on
Saturday. Thousands of Hindu
Yatris from across Pakistan and the
world participated in the centunies-
old religious festival

Pakistan welcomes Yatris from
across the globe to celebrate this
great event’, Senator Danesh
Kumar of the ruling Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) said. He said
the Balochistan govemment pro-
vided all facilities and security 1o
make sure better arrangements and
peace on the eve of the historic
mela.

Religious
festival kicks off
near Kund Malir

Men and women dressed in
their traditional dresses partici-
pated in the historic festival
near Pakistan’s famous tourist
point ie. Kund Malir located
on the coastal highway.

“Balochistan welcomes
#Yatris, arriving to celebrate
their great event of Hinglaj
#Devi at Hinglay Mata
Mandir”,  Chief ~ Secretary
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqaili
said Mr. Ugaili took to the
social media network Twitter
and said that the Yatris were
provided all kinds of support
and facilities

The Balochistan Tourism
Department has taken various
steps to promote the historic
religious Hindu festival and
tate the yatris.

Pakistan a
beautiful
place for
minorities:
Khalil
Goerge

Balochistan's Minorities
Affairs Mmister, Khalil Goerge,
and Secretary of Tourism,
Manzoor Hussain arrived in the
Lasbela district and reviewed the
arrangements for the historic fes-
tival. “Pakistan is a free county
for all minorities”, Khalil Goerge
stated He said the Balochistan
government was spending Rs,300
million on_ the provision of all
basic facilities at the Hingal Mata

cameras were also
installed at the temple. Hingla
Mata is one of the five ancient
Hindu temples across the globe.
Balochistan government has
devised a comprehensive security
strategy to ensure peace on the
eve of the centuries-old Hinglaj
Mata festival. Police have been
deployed around the historic tem-
ple to ensure peace and facilitate
the vatris visiting the temple.
“Police are also facilitating the
yatris despite maintaining the
order”, Khalil George stated
There are here to guide and sup-
port the yatris, he concluded

Balochistan: \ hy not boeks, if food can

be dehvered at homes

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA.“Why not books, if food items
can be delivered to homes”, Shakoor
Baloch, a committed young student said_
Mr. Baloch and other youngsters of

etta’s Sariab Road area havc established
the Readers(‘tub to provide free books to
people in general and students in particular.

Sitting in a mud and brick-walled room
lacated In one of the coﬂgﬁled poor nelgh-
borhoods of Quetta, Shakoor Baloch,
Amjad Baloch, and their colleagues are
cuﬁ\mmm‘i to promoting the book reading
culture

Bicycle is economical,
we cannot afford
petrol: Amjad Baloch

“We deliver books by bicycle”, Amjad
Baloch, another studént with a black-
bushy beard said. Petrol prices are high,
we cannot afford fuel and therefore,
deliver books on the bicycle, he men-

tioned.

Reads Club has gathered around 700
books so far. Currently, the club has
dropped over 400 books at various
homes in varicus parts of Quetta and
Balochistan province. “Our aim is to
premote book reading culture andfx‘)eople
are excited to read books”, Shakoor
Baloch stated

Volunteers delivering books at homes

e number of volunteers for this
campaign is around one dozen, Most of

No official
encouragement or
support so far

“No contact by any government official
or any P’)clmca[ party”, Shakoor Baloch
stated said the Readers’ Club was in
dire need of suppon since the demand for
reading books was growing and they were
unable to meetIn Balochistan, various
organizations have established libraries to
promote book reading culture and open
new vistas of knowledge and information
for the students. Snldems havc uirudy

them are students and an ed lover
has lernforaniy handed over the mud
and brick-walled room to ensure the suc-
cess of the initiative

libraries in 1
trict of Kech, Gwadar, and other areas
Daily thousands of students from various
parts of the province visit libraries.

Pinjra bridge swept away traffic

between Sindh Balochistan suspended

e ]
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Nashad Baloch

SIBI:Flash floods unleashed by
torrential rains swept away the
Pinjra_bridge in the Bolan moun-
tains. This caused the suspension of
traffic  between Sindh  and
Balochistan provinces.

“Teams_are werluuu to restore
the traffic’, Chief” Secle‘arr
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqai
said. He said traffic has been
stopped at Dhadar and Sibi since
rains washed away the bridge

Long queues of
vehicles

Long queues of small and heav
vehicles were witnessed on both
sides of the road because of the sus-
pension of traffic. “We are here for

[
%

the last five huurs and there is none
to supé)u Abdul Hakeem, a
truck driver (old the Daily Quetta
Voice. Like Abdul Hakeem, hun-
dreds of passengers were stuck in

the Sibi and Dhadar areas of

Balochistan

Bridge was
repaired on the
instructions of

PM last year

Floods had_earlier swepl away
the Pinjra st year The
bridge was temporar ily constructed
on the directives of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharf However, recent
rains again washed away the bridge
linking Balochistan with Sindh and
Punjab provinces

e passengers stuck in various
parts of the highway complained
about _the skyrocketing
food items. They demanded of the
g}r‘“emmem to provide food and

elter and make sure of an imme-
diate reopening of the highway.

Govt Keeps petrol price unchanged,

slashes HSD by RsS

rices of

Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar on Sunday
announced that the
price_of petrol would
remain unchanged at
RsZSZt_per litre for the
next or[mt while
the price of high-speed
diesel was reduced by
Rs3 per litre to Rs288

In"a video address
today, the finance min-
ister announced that
the prices of light-
diesel oil and kerosene
were being reduced by
Rs10 to Rslo4.68 and
176.07 per litre,
respectively

ar said the finance
ministry had tried its
utmost 1o settle the
matter of price changes

in the nation’s favour
after the recommenda-
uon from Lhe Oil and

Aulhorwtv He said the The

“many rounds” of dis-

Rs293 and Rs174.68
but the price of
kerosene was mcreased
by Rs5.78 to Rs186.07.

From Apnil 1-15, the
daily cunsumpuun of

petrol in the country
was around 20,000
tonnes and that of

high-speed diesel was
13,500 tonnes

It is estimated that
around Rs8, to
10,000 tonnes of high-
speed diesel was being
smuggled into Pakistan
daily, while the
demand for
petrol was less due to
its slightly lower quali-
ty and “the overall
reduction in
demand Web Desk

cussion
On April 15, Dar had
announced an increase
of Rs10 per litre in the

Regulatory

price

changes s of and
settled

atter lJ 5 had
remained unc hanged at

etrol

Maheen Baloch striving to introduce Balochi
handicrafts through social media

Chandni Kakar

QUETTA “Sacial media is the best platform to introduce ancient
Balochi handicrafts ;[aba\ly Maheen Aslam Baloch, a student of
Advanced Diploma of Arts ai Quetta’s Girls Degree College said. Maheen
has been using various social media networks to promote and introduce
Balochi handcrafts Balochi handicrafis are famous on national and inter-
national levels. Traditional dress lovers never think about the prices rather
they just find and buy Balochi handicrafts

No more financial
dependency: Maheen Says

Unlike the majority of the students, Maheen has no financial dependen-
cy on her family and parents in terms of paying for her educafional expens-
es. She launched this online business to meet her growing expenditures
and promote the ancient Baloch dress worldwide.
“I'receive calls from various parts of the globe for this Balochi ancient

.

dress the 21-year-old girl said. Maheen also
v? s ofganized in Quetta and other parts of Bal
of arts.

rticipates in various festi-
lochistan for the promotion

Muaheen Baloch belongs to
Noshki district of Balochistan

She belongs to Noshki, the Balochistan province's Western district
towards Iran and Aﬂﬁhumslﬂn In a strictly-veiled society, Maheen stepped
forward and established her own online Business.We should have no edu-
cational and financial dependencies”, Maheen Baloch said. She said every
educated |r| has the capacity to launch her own online business m eam

s is only about your intention and comnu meﬂ -
uonglm arding her dlfﬂcu?{les she said, “Initially, th rnh]mr\ Lhal I
confronted was from my family. As | belong to a ¢ plca] aloch famil
where business is done by women is not cunsuim apprecxable Baloc|
women are new 1o it 5o this mindsel has b rawback in my
journey Secondly, approaching clients was a hectic j ob as the majority of
the people don’t consider buying expensive lradmunat attire #rum an
online seller, she narrated.




Editor Asim Kh

Why equipment non
functional in

QUETTA VOICE

Balochistan hospitals ?

In Balochistan’s government-run hospitals, expensive equipment
can always be found non-functional. In the province’s Is.r%gst gov-

ernment-run hospital, the Bolan Medical Complex
(BMCH), the angiography and angioplasty machines are out of

order for the last two and half years:
This is nolhing new in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. Now

atients and |

eir attendants_are mentall

ospital

prepared for this

-xpensive machines including CT-Scan, MRI, angiography, ete can
always be found out of order in BMCH and civil hospitals. District

headquarters hospitals, basic health units,
paint a bleak picture when it comes to hea
i ’s report about out of order machines fell on deaf ears

v recently reported a news item regarding the non-func-

tional angiography " an

rovineial high-ups including the Chief Secretary, Secretary of

and
lith faci

ral health centers
ties and services

angioplasty machines. Nevertheless, the

ealth, and other concerned officials preferred nof to take notice

The report rather fell o

n deaf ears.

It is erystal clear that deserving and poor patients and their atten-
dants are the worst sufferers of the non-functional expensive

machines. The doctors and the para-medics are the beneficiaries of

this.

Patients the worst sufferers of out order machines
If the machines are out of order, the patients have no option other
than to conduct the tests and procedures in private hospitals and

clinics. Balochistan Health Minister, Syed Ehsan Shah told

this

daily that there are reports that doctors and paramedics deliberately
make these expensive machines out of order. Sentor doctors reject-
ed the minister’s claim and held the latter responsible for all the
mess in the health department,

In this blame game between doctors and the minister, the common
man is the worst sufferer. The provincial government in general and
the health department in particular should make the machines fune-

tional since it is their ¢

ore responsibility.
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Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

CH\ZI
) L

Article 25 of the
Constitution  of  the
Islam Republic  of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting sociéty. Do
ground tealities sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it is 507 And how
can gender mainstream-
m%he achieved?

ender Resps ;
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

ing

aFhe.re are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
\mélumml‘ as_a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching
the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive, Gender
Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  create
enabling environment o
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
sender budgeting refers
fo refining_budget and
related policies with a
view to T.mmﬁtlng gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part’ of human
rights. Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
speeific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nation against women.
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
epy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies, When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, “Is there any study
ever conducted to_find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or re-budget
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
form almost 50%
(48.76%, to_be specif-
icof our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%. If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment  siarts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment_of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
ty. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan is 47.4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the
budgetary grocess_Au
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 6l 2020-21
shows that there was not
a single project in the
ears 2013- 14 1Ist

014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration hen
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to .22%. Tt shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
thal compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women  labor  force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work lace
Sum[mngﬁ there are
no separate Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugh
Road and they have no
recreational ~ facilities
whatsoever

‘Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women’s
Development
Department,
manned by mal
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
lans for female uplift,
“onditions outside the
capital city are simply

deplorable. Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized

dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming and
using this untapped
potential

Modernization

The 20th National
Congress,  of  the
Communist Party of
China (CPC) has pro-
posed _adyancing e
progress. of the Chinese
nation on all  fronts
through a Chinese path to
modemization. In  this

context, the people of
China embark on a new
Joumey towards hulid‘l’r\dg
their country into a mod-
ern socialist country in all

the heavens nor emerged

by itself. It has been
attained step by st
through determined,

Em_nsiakmu efforts of the
hinese peaple under the
leadership of the T
which has always stayed
true to its founding mis-
sion.
After the Opium War in
the mid-nineteenth centu-
ry, China was plunged
into the darkness of
domestic turmoil and for-
eign aggression; its peo-
ple, rav v war, saw
their homeland torn apart
and lived in poverty and
despair. They were, at
that moment, asking:
?'h\:(cnir. our hope and

Since its Foundwmﬁ
more than one hund
years ago, the CPC has
nghteously taken up the
historical mission of
achieving the great reju-
venation_of the Chinese

people to carry out a hard
strugele, and embarked
on the great journey of

independently building a
moderm count

We have turned China
from an impoverished
and backw, land into

the world's second largest
eunrmmg, a top trader in
oods, biggest holder of
oreign exchange
reserves, and the biggest
manufacturer. We have
ut 1n place the world's
argest compulsory edu-
cation  system, social
security  system, and
medical and healtheare
system. China has real-
ized, in & span of several
decades, the industrial-
ization that had taken
developed countries sev-
eral centuries, We have
caught up with the times
in preat stride,

he modernization of
more than 1.4 billion
Chinese people as a
whole will certainly pro-
vide a much stronger
impetus for the world
economy, Over the past
A0-plus  years  since
reform and opening-up,
the Chinese government
has lifted over 800 mil-
lion people out of pover
and enlarged the middle-
income group fo over 400
million people. Today,
China is the main trading
partner of over 140 coun-
tries and regions, making
$320  million  direct
investment around the
world each day and
attracting over 3,000 for-
eign businesses every
month. Owver the past
decade, China has con-
tributed more to global
growth than all the GT
countries combined

he modermization of
China while pursuing
common prosperity for
all will open up a broader
path the _common
development of all coun-
tries. Common prosperity
for the whaole world
requires the development
of all countries. The Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)

and the obal
Development Initiative
{}?DI are public goods
that China offers to the
international

world on many counts: in
terms of afforested_area,
which accounts for a
quarter of the Iworld's

total; in the d P

They are also open plat-
forms for pursuing eom-
mon development and
prosperity. Ten years on
since the start of the BRI,
aver 3,000 cooperation
rojects  have  been
aunched, involving close
to $1 tnllion of invest-
ment and  creating
420,000 jobs for partici-
pating countries. Many
nations have thus realized
their dreams of railways,
big bridges, and poverty
alleviation. .
The modemization of
China with material and
cultural-cthical advance-
ment will lead to bright
prospects for  human
progress. The ultimate
goal of modemnization is
the free and well-round

and utilization of renew-
able energy, with one-
third of ‘the world’s
installed capacity of wind
and solar power; and n
the output and sales of
new energy vehicles, with
half of the world’s NEVs
running  on  Chinese
roads.China has made the
solemn pledgie of achiev-
ing carbon peak and car-
bon neutrality and com-
mitted itself to moving
from carbon peak fo neu-
trality n fur.l 30 years.
That is at least years less
than the United States
lus years less
r gan Union,
China has taken the im-
tiative to set up and invest

" of people,
which means not only
material abundance but
also cultural-ethical
ennchment. Some coun-
tries, while highly devel-
oped in economy, science
and technology, have
descended into a capital-
ucntl‘l_b]rﬂodc. rampant

materialism, cultural
impoverishment, moral
degradation, and public

disorder. Such a modern-

ization is  obviously
inconsistent with  the
goals  pursued by
mankind.

The modermization of
China with achieving har-
mony between humanity
and nature will provide a
more viable pathway 10 a

beautiful
world.  China readily
takes on its responsibility
of protecting the environ-
ment and tackling climate
change, and leads the

in the Kunming
Biodiversity Fund and

d to the conclu-
sion of the Pans

Agreement The modern-
ization of China on the
path of peaceful develop-
ment will bring more cer-
tainty to world peace and
stability. Dominance and
hegemony is not the aim
of China's development.
China is the only country
in the world that has put
in its constitution the
commitment to a path of
eaceful 1

in China
By Yang Yundong

disputes. Recently,
through_ facilitation by
China, Saudi Arabia and
Iran resumed diplomatic
relations. On the Ukraine
¢risis, China holds an
impartial position and
actively promotes talks
for peace. Modernization
15 a common cause for all
of humanity. The success
in Chinese moderni zation
has proved that there is
no fixed model of mod-
emization. Any country
can achieve moderniza-
tion — as long as the ath
suits its condiions and
answers the nieed of its

people for development.
ina and Pakistan are
all-weather strategic

cooperative partners, and
the two countries are
bound to be natural part-
ners on course towards
modernization, This vear
marks the [0th anniver-
sary of the launch of the
construction  of  the
Ching-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC), CPEC__ has
brought a total of $254
billion in_direct invest-
ment, $17.53 billion in
revenue, $2.12 billion in
taxes,  and  create

192,000 jobs for Pakist
an, helping Pakist:

add 6000MW of ¢l
ity, 510km of highway
and 886km of the nation-
al core net-

e country is the top
contributor of peaceke:
ing personnel among the
permanent members
the UN Security Council,
and the only country
among the five Nuclear-
Weapon States that_has
made the promise of no-
first-use ~ of  nuclear
weapons. China advo-
cates consultation and
dialogue and peaceful
resolution of international

work, laying a solid foun-
dation for Pakistan’s ec
nomic and social devi
opment. China will con-
tinue to work hand in
hand with Pakistan on the
road to modernization
that meets our respective
national conditions _and
make unremitting efTors
to build a eloser China-
Pakistan community with
a shared future in the new
a

Common ground

wo  hun-
dred  and
thirty-five
million
akistanis
share three key charac-
teristics: a common his-
tory, common values,
and common aspirations
Beginning in the 8th cen-
tury, Muhammad bin
Qasim_led the Umayyad
L invaslon of
the Sindh region in what
is now present-da
Pakistan. For over 80
years, this entire region
remained under Islamic
rule until the end of the
Muﬁha[ Empire in the
191

century.
wo hundred and
twenty-three million

Pakistanis share a set of
commaon values
Pakistani culture places a
high value on family,
emphasizing close fami-
Iy ties and the responsi-
Bility of caring Far rela-
tives. Respect for elders
is also a core value in our
culture. Pakistani hospi-
tality is renowned for its
warmth and generosity
towards guess. Finally,
patriotism  is _ deeply
ingrained in the Pakistani
identity, as we all share a
strong’ sense of national
pride and identity with

twenty-three
Pakisianis also share
common aspirations. All
of us aspire to have
access to guality educa-
tion. All of us seek better
job  opportunities  an
achieve financial stabili-
ty. All of us aspire to
have access to cfual_ily
healthcare. And all of us
want access to affordable
housin,

In effect, we share a

common  history, com-
mon values and common
aspirations Then why so
mus polarization?
Unfortunately, some _

our politicians demonize
their opponents in order
to gain an advantage in
elections or political bat-
tles, Unfortunately, some
of our politicians portray
their opponents as cor-
rupt or immoral hoping
to sway voters to their
side Unfortunately,

icians
her in
order to attract media
attention and generate
headlines. Unfortunately.
some of our politicians
demonize their oppo-
nents to distract from
their own weaknesses. In
1953, after the Korean
War ended, South Korea
was one of the poorest
countries in the world.
The key factor that trans-
formed South orea
from a war-tom agricul-
ture society into a high-
tech industrial power-
house was the Koreans
gathering around a com-
mon ground.

During the Vietnam
War, which lasted from
1955 10 1975, the US and
its allies drop
than seven million tons
of bombs on Vietnam,
Laos and Cambadia. The
war resulted in an esti-
mated three  million
Viemamese deaths. Over
the past few decades,
Vietnam has tumed itself
into a manufacturing
hub-and the two key fac-
i ietnam’s
success are political sta-
bility and Vietnamese
gathering around a com-
mon ground

China, at the tumn of
the 20th century, wasina

state of turmoil, with a
weak and divided gov-
ernment,  widespread

poverty, and rampant
?lum addiction. Mao
edong  brought the

Chinese on to a common
round under the “Great
.eai: Forward and_the
‘Cultural  Revolution’,
Between 1981 and 2013,

China _managed to lift
830 million Chinese out

of poverty — an accom-
lishment that is unparal-
eled in human history.

“Pernicious polariza-
tion — characterized by

extreme partisanship, a
lack of compromise. and

the dehumanization of

political opponemts —
results in severe econom-
ic damage, political grid-
lock and increased politi-
cal viclence. Permicious

E_olar-(a:uon destroyed
eorgia Pernicious
olarization  wrecked
imbabwe  Pernicious

polarization  destroys

governance. Pernicious
olari zation
ireece Pernicious
go[a! ization ravaged the
hilippines. Pernicious
olarization dilapidated
cuador. Pernicious
olarization  shattered
olombia.  Pernicious
polarization is  now
destroying Turkey.

For Pakistan, common
ground is the principal
prerequisite for buildin,
Lrust,  Cooperation an
social cohesion, which
are all critical factors for
a country’s economic
and polifical develop-
ment

The writer is a colum-
nist based in Islamabad.
He tweets (@saleemfar-
rukh and can be reached

a 33
farrukhl 5@hotmail.com

Demonetization and capit

There is more than
Rs8.5 trillion of curren-
ey in circulation slosh-
ing around in the econo-
my This is capital, or
funds that stay outside
the formal financial sys-
tem. The increase in
currency-in-circulation
has far outpaced eco-
nomic growth. In June
2019, currency-in-cir-
culation was around
Rs4.9 willion, and has
increased by more than
75 per cent or Rs3.6
trillion. Regardiess of
the time period one
looks at, the growth in
currency-in-circulation
has been considerable,
and the effect of the
same is visible in inflat-
ed asset prices, particu-

larly in the informal
segment.
Existence of an

increasing quantity of
currency in circulation
continues to push up
aggregate demand in the

economy. As demand
increases, supply
remains  constrained,

whether due to inability
to develop aggregate
supply locally or due to
excessive reliance on
imports, resulting i
increasing  inflation
The current bout of
inflation that has led to
all-time high inflation
levels can be partially
attributed to significant
rowth in the monetary
ase, in addition to sup-
q"ly chain constraints.
he inability to effec-
tively redeploy avail-
able capital into more
productive arcas that
can increase aggre;
supply is also one of the

core reasons inflation

continues to pusl
upwards.
Policymakers  are
uick to blame interna-

tional commadity prices.
for any episodes of
inflation, but they con-
veniently ignore the
crucial role that demand
and supply dynamics

lay in ensuring that
ong-term inflation
remains in a targeted
range. The inability to
understand demand and
supply dynamics,
whether that of local
currency, foreign cur-
rency, of other tangible
goods, has led to a situ-
ation where policy deci-
sions are taken on an
ad-hoc basis, rather
than to meet a structural

oal.

As a significant quan-
tity of financial capital
stays outside the formal
financial system, this
reduces the availability
of financial capital in
the system, which can
drive growth in the for-

economy
Curren roughly 70
per cent of all banking
assets are directly or

indirectly allocated
towards the sovereign
As the sovereign’s

appetite for borrowed
funds continues unabat-
ed, and it continues to
run recurring  fiscal
deficits, the demand for
financial capital contin-
ues to increase. As such
demand increases, and
as the suprty of finan-
cial capital in the sys-
tem  remains  con-
strained while increas-
ing quantity is kept in

currency outside the
system — there is a
shortage of  capital
available in the system,
relative to the demand
Such a shortage even-
tually means an
increase in price, and
interest rate is essential-
ly the price of money.
As availability of finan-
cial capital in the sys-

tem  remains  con-
strained, the interest
rate  continues to

increase — we continue
to maintain highest ever
interest rates at this
paint in time, and if
things don’t change,
they may inerease fur-
ther.

As the sovereign con-
tinues to crowd out
credit 1o the private sec-
tor, by being the largest
borrower in the system,
this reduces the relative
quamil{ of capital
available for develop-
ment of a private sector,
and eventually industri-
al, or agricultural
growth. Since this has
continued for more than
ten years now, industri-
al “development has
been sparse at best, and
any development has
largely been through
highly concessional and
distortionary schemes

The capital available
for allocation to farmers
is actually lower than
the credit that is allocat-
ed by banks to their
employees. Sparse
availability of capital as
a function of an irre-
sponsible sovereign
running recurring
deficits, and existence
of an increasing quanti-

ty of capital outside the
system has led to a sce-
nario where there has
been relatively low
investment in develop-
ment of industrial &

agricultural capacity,
and cventually aggre:
gate supply.

Pakistan has one of
the lowest savings rates
among emerging and
frontier markets at 13
per cent of GDP. and
this has stayed consis-
tently low. A low sav-
ings rate does not mean
that houscholds save
any less, it implies that
households do not save
ift the formal segment,
and prefer to save in the
informal segment
whether that is through
stashing cash under
mattress, or buying real
estate in one synthetic
form, or another. Due to
a low savings rate,
investment rate is also
low, since not enough
capital is available in
the system to invest in
cither infrastructure or
development of indus-
trial or agricultural
capacity,

Demonetization _that
takes out a significant
quantity of currency-in-
circulation and rede-
F]oyi it into the formal
inancial sector is not a
one-size-fits-all
panacea. It certainly
does solve the problem
of reducing the quantity
ofcurrenc?' in the econ-
omy, while increasin,
the supply of financial
capital in the system. It
solves the savings prob-
lem to a certain extent.
Inerease in supply of

al

By Ammar Habib Khan
financial capital in the
system would eventual-
Iy result in a reduction
in inferest rates, assum-
ing the sovereign
becomes slightly more
fiscally responsible

The fresh  capital
available can be rede-
ployed towards areas
that are export-criented,
and enable diversifica-
tion and growth of the
country’s export base.
This would effectively
imply reallocation of
currency currently stuck
in deadweight "assets
like real estate and gold
towards export-otiented
industries that can gen-
erate employment and
generate exports, there-
by also solving a struc-
waral current account
deficit problem.

The same capital can

also be redeployed
towards  increasing
aggregate supply in

areas more vulnerable
to inflationary pres-
sures. This requires a
coherent industrial pol-
icy that is not suscep!
ble to political volatili-
ty, and has a long-term
orientation. We have a
capital problem, and
that can be solved
through demonetiza-
tion. We have a growth
roblem, and that can
e solved with an
industrial pelicy that is
upported by influx of
capital through demon-

etization. We do not
have insurmountable
problems. We have

roblems that can be
ixed — what we lack is
the will to fix those
problems,

Climate optimism

akistan

P has  once
again tade a

stmn% case

for foreign

funding for its flood
recovery efforts. It has

raised around $10 billien,
more than the required
amount of $3 billion to
rebuild the areas dam-
aged by the recent floods.

These pledges were
made by the international
community  at  the
International Conference
on  Climate Resilient
Patgslau in Geneva
P . i

stan’s Prime
nister Shehbaz Sharif
co-hosted the conference

along  with  United
Nations Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres

This is the first time
the UN has come up with
a financing system to
help vulnerable countries
m; up for the losses
caused by climate
change The fact that
Pakistan has successfully
met its financing targets
is laudable.

The largest commit-
ment of $4.2 billion has
come from the Islamic
Development Bank
Group. The World Bank
has pledged $2 billion.
The funds will help the
government build a more
resilient Pakistan and an
economy  which  is
dynamic and sustainable.
In order to assure trans-
parency in spending, the
prime minister has said
that he has put in place a
third-party \'zrid]cﬂ&inn
(TPV) system to ensure
that evel penny is
accounted for.

Like COP27 last year,

the Geneva moot has
proven to be a success for
Pakistan. The country
continues to cultivate a
strong sense of empathy
and responsibility among
the international commu-
nity — two values which

have remained absent
from the system for
years.

" The global calendar of
climate change events for
2023 is ripe with oppor-
tunities. From CDPSE to
sustainable finance sum-
mits and everything
between, climate diplo-
mats around the world
have a chance to_tumn
these fragments of cli-
mate action plan into sus-
tained and _structured
develapment for address-
ing climate change. To do
so, & few necessary meas-
ures are needed

First, vulnerable coun-
tries must keep seeking
unity 1o pave the way for
amplifying their voice in
the international arena.
This is not wishful think-
ing. We have already
seen  how developing
countries worked togeth-
er at COP27 and asked
rich nations to set up the
Loss and Damage fund,
At the beginning of
COP27, John Kerry had
said that the creation of
the Loss and Damage
l‘und‘ls(]ust not g 10
happen.” But it hap-
pen.Now, COP28 — set to
take place in Dubai this
year — might also be a
perfect up%orluml? o
ensure that the developed
world launches targets to
reduce its reliance on fos-
sil fuels. Second. the
Loss and Damage fund as
well as the Global Shield

ap-

et imple-
mented as quickly as pos-
i

Project must

blle‘
n its 2023 Emergency
‘Watchlist, ' (;}e
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) notes,
2022 has shown that the
role of climate change in
accelerating the groba]
humanitarian crisis is
undeniable.” It reports
food insecurity as a key
threat multiplier  for
regions facing climate
risk in 2023,

Last, multilateral cli-
mate funds — especially
larger ones such as the
Green Climate  Fund
(GCF) — need to become
part of the climate emer-
gi‘ency discourse, OF all
the funds raised by
Pakistan for its recovery
thus far, none has come
from the funds whose
core mandate is to sup-
port  climate  action
These two reasons could
explain this: first, the
funds do not have a sepa-
rate financing window to
address climate emergen-
cies; and second, their

rocesses for accessin
inancing are crippl

with unnecessary bureau-
cratic protocols — ulti
mately depriving coun-
tries in need from timely
financin;

The time to act is now:
the climate-vulnerable
developing world needs
to get together and take
advantage of climate
optimism. The year 2023
has te be the year when
the international commu-
nity embraces the values
of empathy and responsi-
bility and takes serious
steps towards  climate
aciion

8




B NATIONAL .o

Pakistan Air Force Successfully
Evacuates Stranded
Pakistanis from Sudan

Pakistan Air Force has
successfully  completed
third evacuation mission
from Sudan, which has
been ravaged by an
armed conflict since mid

April. The PAF C-130

aircraft has landed back
at Karachi carrving 96
more stranded Pakistanis
from Sudan raisin;
total number of

the
el low

countrymen being aidift-
ed from the conflict-hit
area to 355
Foliowing the direc-
tives of ‘Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed
Hahel Sidhu, Chief of the
Air StafT, Pakistan Air
Force, the PAF transport
fleet is undertaking these
challenging evacuation
missions with great pro-
fessionalism with a vow
to swiflly repatriate the
brothers"and sisters io

safety. The successful
conduct of e‘a-:
missions by

havc been h]gh]v Iamlud
overnment and
(he peop?e of Pakistan. PR

Ferozsons revenue
grows, but profit falls
in 1THFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Ferozs
ons Laboratories Limited
(FEROZ) pokted an
increase of 31.5% and
13.3% in ils revenue and

85 meﬁl in the first

alf December) of
the ln year 2022-23
cnmpared m the same

BV FY22,
eal(hl‘K repc 5.

The company’s rev-
enue increased to Rsd.6
billion in THFY23 from
Rs3 5 billion over the
corresponding  period of
FY22.

The gross profit
mcreased to Rs1.9 billion
(23 from Rsl.7

hll]mnm THFY22.

The profit-before-taxa-
tion, however, dropped to
Rs267 million Y23
from Rs490 million in
IHFY22, registering a
negative prowih of 43

imilarly, the pmﬁr
after-: mxalmn fell 42% to
Rs million in
IHFY23 from Rs346 mil-
lion ITHFY22

The company’s gross
profit and net profit ratios

were  calculated  at
42.19% and  4.32%,
respectively,

‘erozsons Laboratories
Limited 15 listed on the
Pakman Stock Exchange

nder the symbol of
FERHZ in lhe pharma-
ceutscal sector.

Quarterly analysis

ISLAMABAD: Labore
Industrial area of Capital City

shows that FEROZ
earned more net profits in
the first quarter (July-
September) of FY23 lllzm
in the second quarter
{Ocml.\er December).

1QFY23
f]u] 5§

1ny Lh?llwsl uarter of
FY23, FEROZ’s sales
increased by 35.04% and
gross profit by 20.24%
compared to the same
peried of FY22. During
this quarter, FEROZ post-
ed sales of Rs2.2 billion.
Frcss profit of Rs093 mil-
ion and pross profit ratio

Df‘IJT_': 46% 24
e company posted a
net profit of s&lod mil-
lion and a net profit ratio
of 4.5%% in I FY23

FEROZ 2

FY23

(Oct Dec) In the second
i ctober-
euember) of FY23,

EROZ’s revenue increa
sed by 28 18% and ;mss
profit by 693% com-
pared to the s«mc pl.noll
of FY22. The com an

osted revenue of

illion, gross pnyﬁt ui
Rs949 million and gross
rofit ratio of 40.94% in

QFY23.The company
Eoswd net profit of

594 million and a net

rofit ratio of 4.06% in

(QFY23 Earnings

m«th analysisln 201

e earnings per sharé
(EFS] of Eéhe company

stood at Rs8.32,
increased to Rs[09!
"020 umpmg further m
6 2021
II owevel EPS
dechned "to Rs‘l-‘l 19 in
2022 These figures sug-
gest that the company has
gone through some fluec-
tuations in its EPS.

The company's EPS
growth has been quite
wvolatile over the past four
wvears. In 2019, this
growth stood at 163 29%,
but in 2020, it plunged to
25%.  However, in
. the EPS growth

v\hgh

posted a sl nificant
increase of 83.33%. In
2022, the EPS

%mwm
decreased to0 29.1
Industry companson
The competitors of
Ferozsons  Laboratories
include Sanofi-Aventis

Limited and Highnoon
Laboratories Limited
Highnoon Laboratories
||mm:d has the largest
marl capitalisation ul
719, B billion followed b
AGP Limited 715.1 bx]y
lion, Sanofi-Aventis 769
billion, FEROZ Rs6.1
billion and Citi Pharma
758 hillion. The gross

rofit_margin reased
rom 39.49% in 2019 to
45.06% 1n 2022, indicat-

ing the company has been
able to control INP

are busy in their work at Steel A 1II in

ly wages for the livelihood of

earn
their families, unaware from the International Labor Day.

Some people are using
the name of Balochistan Olympic
Association for business
interests,General Secretary BOA

QUETTA, Jan-e-Alam,
General Secretary,
Balochistan  Cycling
Association (BCA), has
xa]lul on the authorines
to  conduct 3dth
Nannnal (”ames through
bady  of
Balcchlstan Olympic
Association (BOA)

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, he
tlm preqem]v
body of BOA does not
exist in Balochistan, but,
he added that surprisingly
the mega event of sports.
that 1s, 34th National
Games, 2023 supposed
10 be held in Balochistan
in May,
arranged thre i{‘
body” of  Balochistan
Olympic Association. He
sau‘i that three perwns
namely Shai
Muharmmad Tarin, Suhaﬂ
Ahmed and Gul z
who are using the name
of Balochistan Olympic

Association for business

terests, have brought
ipnm sects of
alochistan provinee to

the “"Li]c ruination,
adding that funds worth
millions of rupees were
being released unlawfully
by the mentioned persons
from_Sports_and Youth
Affairs, Department,
Balochistan, but on
ground their performance
15 zero. He added that in
the presence of Shar
Muhammad Tarin, Suhail
Ahmed and Gul Kakar,
sports  sector in  the
provinge canmot  not
make headway, addin,
that take the example ?
Gul Kakar that besides
occupying key portfolios
in Balochistan Tug of
War  Association and
Cricket Association, Gul
Kakar is also mLJAﬂm
with the al

Balochistan C clm
Association illegally. He

said that a fake body of |

Balochistan Dlympm
Association  is
E:eromsed b Pekislan
ym) ssociation
wihich shows the fact that
Pakistan ympic
Association  does ot

want to pave way for real
sportsmen to demonstrate
their talent in sporting

events. He said that
Pakistan 0[ ympic
Association t to
realise lhcgmun reali
and  conduct 341
National Games, 2023

through legitimate and
genuine sporis associa-
tfions of “the province
instead of conducting the
mega event of s ans
Ehruugh a falce body

ad;

A, din; “th al
Pakls(an %)lymplc
Association will have to
account for its deeds by
patronising fake bodies
of sports in Balochistan
province.PR

LAHORE: Peuple are 'huymg books from vender at Service Line Road in

Provincial Capital.

Government is committed

to providing health and |%=
family planning services to
the people,Abdullah Khan

QUETTA : The Deputy

Balochistan

PTI announces
names of new
office-bearers

in Sindh

KARACHI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has announced the
names of new office-bearers of the
ty’s Sindh chapter following

irectives of Imran Khan,

Secretary General Asad
Umar announced the appointment
t MNAs Mahmood Moulvi and
ifur Rehman as senior vice pres-
\den(s of the Sindh chapter. Jama]
Siddigui has been appointed as the
information secretary of PTL

Siddiqui replaced the lawimaker
Arsalan Ghumman from the post
of PTI Sindh information secre-

tary. N 2 B rowas
appointed additional secretal

information and MPA Adee
Ahmed and Ufag Baloch were

appointed deputy |1|fcrma(m|\ sec-
retar
another developmem‘
Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI)
President Fawad Chaudhary said
that his party wanted talks with the
coalition government to succeed
but at the same time cumeuded
that it had a “strategy” in place in
case the talks failed.

“PTI wants the success of nego-
tiations [with the government], Fm

improved. it has formulated a strategy in case

Country ~ Representative Secretary he UNFPA Deputy | of failure of talks.” the former
UNFPA Paklpsmu Ms. Population said that e Country Rn.prcscnleflw{ ;f;’{‘g:;;”"cmg'r'mf“ﬁﬂ}
Lattka Maskey Pradhan Government of Balochistan said that technical support | anncunced the a pumlmem of
called on  Abdullah Khan, is committed to providing to the Population Welfare | MNAs MahmuﬂJJ oulvi and
Secretary Population wel- 1epmduenve health an Department  Balochistan %“‘Ufﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂ“emﬂf‘v'loeplﬁ-
are Department, planning services o will be provided for | idents of the Sindh chapter, Jamal
Balochistan, The meeting 1h|. people in order 1o help improving coverage and ‘,,m,,a‘;m,, Swe,afy"or

was held m continuation of reduce maternal, newborn, services Siddiqui replaced the lawmaker
the partnership between and child mortalities . He In the meetin the | Arsalan Ghumman from the post
Population B:parlmem said that unless the continu-  Regional Head EFan of PTI Sindh information secre-
and UNFPA for improving um  of healthcare is Planning Association ol‘ ;“Pfymgf;’r;“"a’ﬂnm‘::{ S:;i’m";"r‘;
reprductive  Health and  ensured, health indicators Pakistan, DG Population, | (58 oo “0na” Mpa. Adesl

Family Planning services in

Smart Disaster Prevention
moot in Nanjing praises the
strength of Sino-Pak ties

China and Pakistan_

This evemt demonstrates the
strength of the bilateral relations
Smart  between China and Pakistan and
their_commitment to the Belt
and Road Initigtive
hope that the joint
can make more contributions to
joint researches between China

BEUING: The first academic
conference of China-Pakistan
iatives (BRI)

Belt and Road I
Joint Laborato

on
Disaster Prevention of Major

Infrastructures was

Sunday in Nanjing, China, hig
lighting and praising the colla
oration between the two coun-
tries Khan Muhammad Wazir,
of Science

i

Economic Net that the confer-
ence discussed new technolo-
gies that could be used to protect
major infrastructures from natu-
ral disasters, and featured a
number of experts from both

Counselor
Ieehnolnﬁy at the Embass)
Pakistan_in China told

and

added

Pakistan Belt and

Another 139
Pakistanis brought

home from Sudan

ISLAMABAD: Another group of 139 Pakistani
nationals from Sudan have returned home as peo-
ple continue to flee the war-torn country

A special p

lane carrying 139 passengers and 11

crew memhers landed at Jinnah Intemational

Airport in Karachi.

All of the passengers and crew members under-
went tests for coronavirus at the airport
Tn line with the directives of PAF’s senior lead-
ership, Pakistan Air Force transport aircraft are
conducting arduous evacuation missions to bring
ack fellow countrymen who were stranded in

war-torn Sudan

The transport fleet of the Pakistan Air Force

has always
call of Lﬁe
calamities

Pakistan’s embassy
touch with the 150

een at the forefront to respond to the
Nation during natural disasters and

in Sudan was in _constant
Pakistams hiving in Sudan

and was providing them with all possible facili-

Lies,

WhatsApp group

The embassy in Sudan had formed a
to remain

in touch with

Pakistanis who were advised to stay at home.INP

IRSA releases
139,100

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD:

Indus River System Authority

(IRSA)on Sunday released 139,100 cusecs water from

various rim stations with inflow of 135,500

cusecs.

According to the data released by IRSI\ water level

in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 1441.71

feet and

was 43.71 feet higher than its dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in the dam was recorded as
31,100 cusecs while outflow as 435,000 cusecs

The water level in River Thelum at Mangla Dam was
1121 35 feet, which was 71.35 feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow of water
was recorded 35,300 cusecs and 43,000 cusecs respec-

tively.

The release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
and Sukkur was recorded as 33,

Guddu
00, 44,900, 36,800

and 8,500 cusecs respectively. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a wtal of 26,100 cusecs of water released at

Nowshera and
Chenab at Marala INP

14700 cusees released from River

Latest IT solutions to boost Pakistani
industrial production: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Industri
al sector of Pakistan can
booet its productivity and

exports by using the lat-
est information technolo-
H (IT) solutions, said

mair _Azam, Founder
and CEO of Integration
Xpen

“Largs Scale

Manul‘aclunn sector in
Pakistan is facing chal-
lenges including outdated
technology, low produc-
tivity, msufficient
resources, and lack of
research and develop-
ment”  Azam  told
WealthPK.

He maintained that the
use of T can help address

all these challenges faced
by the industry, 1ncludin;
low productivity an
quality issue

Azam informed that IT
can help the industry
manage  the  entire
process, from sourcing
raw materials to deliver-
ing finished goods to the
custom

The u«e of IT helps in
managing the business
cost and improving effi-
ciency,” Azam added.

Ina_rapidly evolving
world, IT has taken cen-
tre stage in everyday life,
affecting work, family
and aoclal lives.”

While  we

have

already been using 1T at
our workplaces for a few
decades, we have become
heavily dependent on our
computers and IT,” he
added

Azam said this shift
towards IT has expanded
the industry exponential-
Iy nverthe{ast ew years,

roviding opportunities

or developing business
and industry. He said that
technolagy can be benefi-
cial to  manufacturers
searching for suitable
international markets

“IT can help exporters

meet the demands of their
customers in a timely und
cost-effective  manner,

he added
He said the use of IT in
industrial production and
exports would help the
manufacturers in
Pakistan to stay competi-
tive and relevant in the
lubﬂl market. He said
at 1T can also help in
mammmng quality con-
trol measures 10 ensure
the products meet inter-
national standards
he use of varous
sensors to momitor the
production process in real
time and using data
analysis to identify pat-
terns and trends can indi-
cate poll."ntm] quality

issues,”  Azam  main-

tained

Moreover, [T can
enable manufacturers to
9e|| 1he1r products du‘em-

in Balochistan can not be

and Pakistan, the promotion and
application of smart disaster pre-
vention technologies in major
rastructure, and the joint
|mmm¥ of high-¢nd talents,” he

Ie further said that The
Pakistani Embassy in China will
further promote more Pakistani
universities to join the China

and others were present.PR | Ahmed and Ufaq Baloch were
appum(ed deputy information sec-
retari

He furlhcr said (hal PTI will not
remain_ silent if the government
treats the Consmutlon as garbage
and the public as insects. l‘?#

Body of
youth found
from canal

OKARA® Body of a 25-1 year old

Laboratory on Smart Disaster
Prevention o Major
Infrastructures to further deepen
cooperation It is worth mention-
ing that the China-Pakistan Belt
BRI)“We and Road Joint Laboratory on

shoratory  Smart Disaster Prevention of | youth was found ﬂmt;"ﬂ in PS
Major Infrastructures is the only | Link Canal in Rajﬂw own in
joint laboratory of civil engi= suburbs of Okar: und }'
heering discipine among dhige | Unidentified "o K the
batches of 53 "Belt and Road" | youth later identified
Jnm[ laboratories. The fruitful | Muhammad Asif sfo Amanat Ah

hailing from Jasoke Abad and
dumped his body in the canal.

was shifted to hospital
and Hujra Shah Mugeem police
after registering a case into \he
incident startes
investigation INP

aring,  discussion,  and
e‘chan_s_,e at this academic com-
mittee meeting will cenainly
promote the construction and
development of the joint labora-
tory. andﬁmmo{a in-depth coop-

Road Jeini eralion.l!

PESHAWAR: Pakistani laborers included old mans work at an phando
vegetable market and brick factory ahead of International Labor Day

Solar panels getting popular
amid rising tariffs, recurring
cuts: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Prolon

sumers and small-scale electricity for at least 15-
ged power outages and

factories and industries. 20 years with one-time

soaring electricity tariffs Talkmﬁ to, WealthPK,  investment, he added

have forced an increased Waqas Khalid, a solar Cnmmemm_s_, on_“net-
number of people in both anel retailer in  metering lammad Butt
urban and rural areas to Euwa]pmm said  an  said this mechanism

go for solarization and
cushion themselves
against the increased
power tariffs and recur-
nng sl:nldovlms especial-

increasing number of
people are switching over
to the solar energy.

He said the Tirst and
foremost benefit of solar

allows users 1o exchange
excess electricity with
credit units that could h
used during off-pe

hours Talking aboul \he

Iy during the scorching  energy is that it provides  prices of solar panels, he
da{l s of summer, free enercy after one-time  said im 0-1 restrictions

ooftop solar system  investment This can and L issue have
has become the best reduce electricity bills to

caused pmx fluctuation
option for domestic con- INP

T

execution of various development schemes under the project “National Program For Improvement of
Water Courses & Water Storage Tanks Phase-ll PSDP NO. 28 [72019.1957]" from interested
nummmmmansﬂweﬁalwmummmm shape of Call Deposil

fundable Tender Form Fee National Bank of Pakistan
Branch stuated n Salochistan Provca through Groen Bunk Chullsn in a head of account (C03136)

El Name of Workls Effosl _ TiFee
1 Const: Of Waler Storage Tanks 8 Insi: of RCC Pipeline 222304305583

Procurements shall be made under BPP Rules 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Prasence in Active Tax
Payer List The bidding firm must not be blackisted by any procuring agency of Palistan, Baiachistan
Revenue Authority Registration is required. The bidder must have completed 3 Assignment of similar
nature of work. Tumover 33.000.000 in 3 subsequent previous years showing financial capacity of the
firm. Registration with Pakistan Engi councd (PEC) C-6 and above (Upto B5million)in Relevant
Category And Specialized Code is CED4(i) (imgasion &Flood Conlrol Systems), CE10(i) (General Cil
required The bidding firm must submit hﬂ:ml
Y

zero and provide free

NOTICE INVITING TENDER @-

e

must

). Income
Taxation Year 2022.
2019-20, 2020-218 2021-22. L
Bank Credit Line Cerificale. Method of Procurement: Single Stage-Two Envelope Procedure. Bid
Security: mnnsmlmmHﬂ&wﬂym]lnlmhmdﬁlmmwmﬁmm
mmhhamﬁwhnuwﬂhumum a scheduled bank. Tender
from BPPRA websile Bid Validity Period: 50

tomcrs usmg_ e LDIT\' ﬂﬁ mmu“ . m' ﬂmmum“ 1
merce, bypassing tradi-
tional distrib

ion chan-
neh. nnd reducing costs,”

He added that e-com-
merce platforms can also
Frmldx a suitable p\at-

offioe hours on working days Tender opening; The Technical P-maiavdlbemned unwlumyul
1I‘rl|llﬂmeummdmemmv\edllls per menfcned time in bidding documents. Stamp Duty:

must Paperor:
SI-np- asp-pum.-y Address: ommmmmmnm(urwwum
Tender Open

- Tha

sense the market (rends
demand and preferences
“E-commerce can help

¢ industry take the right
decisions based on acual
knowledge,” he main-
tained. [}

]Ull)malmmnurmﬂ:lmwallhmmwrwhlmmdlw a) The
basic eligibility b)

The bidder / firm umsmmsi-ﬂﬂ-“ be consider as non-
responsive. c) As per poiicy, the: Pro reserves the right ko incresse or q. i
waork. ContactNo.  +3337906494
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PM satisfied with 27.5m metric tons bumper wheat production

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday attributed production of 27 5 million metric
tons record hurlépef wheat crop in the country to government's et’f)nnt at timef; decisions, provision of quality
seed, interrupted supply of fertilizer and Kissan package. . : .

Expressing his satisfaction over the coun_(rﬁ‘s ? uce which surpassed production during the previous ten
years, the prime minister thanked Allah Almighty Tor the blessin,

The prime minister ¢haired a meeting to review countrywide wheat procurement drive at the official level, PM
Office Media Wing said in a press release.

The meeting was informed about the production of wheat in the current year, its available stock, carry forward
stocks and the procurement targets of the federal and provincial departments.

The meeting was attended by Minister for National Food Secur“ljy Tariq Bashir Cheema, PM’s Adviser Ahad
Khan Cheema, Special Assistant Tariq Bajwa, Caretaker Punjab Minister for Industries SM Tanveer and other
senior authorines. 1 i
" Thetpﬂme minister congratulated the minister for food security and other relevant authorities and appreciated

eir steps

adding the farmers were made to wait in long lines for the whole da% o get fertilizers

He said that the provincial and federal departments should direcily pirchase wheat from fanmers to provide
them benefits. They should also increase the procurement targets of wheat, so as 1o ensure its uninterrupted sup-
ply_‘r:hruughvul the vear, he added, 5

he Fr\mg minisier also directed for strict action against hoarders. .
He also directed for %m\nslon of required resources through banks to get specified quantity of wheat.
The prime minister chaired a meeting to review countrywide wheat procurement drive at the official level, PM
Office Media Wing said in a press release. o

The meeting was informed about the production of wheat in the current year, its available stock, carry forward
stocks and the procurement targets of the federal and provincial departments,

The meeting was attended by Minister for National Fand Security Tariq Bashir Cheema, PM’s Adviser Ahad
Khan Cheema, Special Assistant Tariq Bajwa, Caretaker Punjab Minister for Industries SM Tanveer and other
senior authorities, . N N . .

The prime minister congratulated the minister for food security and other relevant authorities and appreciated

He said that despite heavy rainfalls and floods in last year, achieving bumper wheat crop was the result of the  their steps i
incumbent government’s timely decisions and the best governance. | b He said that despite heavy rainfalls and floods in last year, achieving bumper wheat crop was the result of the
Felicitating the nation on achieving the milestone, the prime minister said that the government was formulat-  incumbent government’s timely decisions and the best governance.

ing a strategy for achieving enhanced production next year.
ue to mismanagement of the previous government, Pakistan became a wheat importing country, he said,

ing a strategy for achieving enhanced production next year,

Provincial govts directed to
complete field verification of
population, housing census by May 15

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Minister of fu]]l{‘ concluding this exercise.
Planning, Development and Special Initiatives, Prof. e Minister Planning and Development further
Ahsan Iqbal has directed the provincial governments 1o shared that along with under-enumeration, the digital
complete the field verification/coverage of Tth  system has also identified over-counting and cases
Population and Housing Census till 15th May, 2023 in  where census exercise has been manipulated or tam-
areas where population growth is not in line with nor-  pered which has resulted in abnormal trends He
mal demographic trends and close the field operation  strongly directed concerned teams to address such
in all areas exhibiting natural trends. cases strictly to avoid such incidences in future. He

He issued the directives while chairing a follow up  once again Stressed on the completion of the exercise
meeting with provincial chief secretaries held here on  on 15th May, 2023 for timely handing over data to the
Sunday in pursuance of the 12th meeting of the Census ‘
Monitorin, ommittee and_ meeting  witl
Demographers and Political parties, to discuss the
nomenclature for completion of fieldwork of the 7th
Population and Hausing Census by May 15, 2023

peaking on the accasion, Prof Ahsan Igf‘aal empha-
sized that Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
has taken strict notice on the repeated extensions of
field enumeration activities of the 7th Population and
Housing Census, therefore, targeted verification and
enumeration operations should be carried out in areas
with abnormal Population Growth, where gfm:ls have
already been highlighted using the digital systems
architected by Pakistan Bureau of Statistics for the
first-ever digital census.

He stressed that special efforts should be made in
urban areas of Punjab, Sindh and KP and ICT to count-
er issues of under coverage and low coverage. A uni-
form data-driven policy fiust be adopted to conclude
the field enumeration in all provinces. Strict menitor-
ine of fildwork and daily sharing of progress with
PBS headquarters for onward sub o Minister
PD & SI, must be adopted to fill the gaps and success-

Felicitating the nation on achieving the milestone, the nri;lr]:‘e minister said that the government was formulat-
P

Election Commission of Pakistan, -
Secretary PD & S, Syed Zafar Ali Shah informed
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics and stakeholders to
redouble their efforts to complete the exercise till 15th
May, 2023 and to adopt a uniform palicy in all blocks

throughout the country to complete the exercise
Census Commissioner, Dr. Naeem uz Zafar,
presented the latest updates and recommendations for
the completion of the exercise within the stipulated
time. He requested that for addressing gaps and timely
completion of exercise the support of provincial gov-
ernments in monitoring and deep surveillance of field
exercise, along with the support of law and order agen-
cies for provision of security to enumerators is critical
He further added that there is a need to make
efforts 1 ensure full coverage of restricted areas, col-
lective residences and éaLed communities. Daily
progress sharing with PBS head office and sharing of
under coverage and no coverage complaints by civil
society and stakeholders to respective provincial
governments will play an effective role in quick deci-
8 k the gigantic activity of

- TaE7 Wy
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PESHAWAR: Pakistani laborers included old mans work at an phando vegetable market and
brick factory ahead of International Labor Day in Peshawar.

Pakistan All set to observe
hj%f: Iyr\(;:;::;s International Labour
; Day in AJK on Today

field enumeration. INP

cordial ties with

Iran: Ishaq Dar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
i Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar has said that
Pakistan highly regards its deep rooted
i based on

Finance and Revenue

cordial relations with Iran,

MIRPUR: Like the rest of the
world, all is set by the labourers to
observe the Intemational Labour
Day across Azad Jammu and
Kashmir on Monday, 1st May to
pay rich tributes to those workers
and labourers who laid down their
lives for the achievement of their
0 in

down their lives while struggling
for the achievement of the rights
of their collesgues in Chicago,
besides paying tributes to them.
pecial programs {0 commeno-
rate the World Labor Day have
been chalked out by the represen-
tatives of various labor organiza-
tions. Unveiling the May Day pro-

Hajj pilgrims
must strictly
follow Saudi
Arabia laws:
Igrar Ahmad

LAHORE

ISLAMABAD:  The  President
SAARC Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Iftikhar Ali Malik Sunday

SCCI hails govt’s decision of
importing oil from Russia

friendly ties, which often extend facili-
ties like deferred payments, and that

age old common religious and cultural
si

Talkin,
Islamic

route is chwg)cr logistically given prox-
imity to the Strait of Hormuz.
Iftikhar Ali Malik said earlier recent

grammes in AJK, a spokesperson
of the laborers or§amzm|uns told
APP here on Sunday that like all

evious years, the May Day will hin
e observed across the AJK and | Arabia laws. i
across the LoC by the laborers Addressing a_traini
representative organizations with E“‘Erﬁmme h . on
traditional zeal and fervor. He said | Sunday, he said the Saudi
that special May Day programs | government had imple-
would be hosted jointly with other | mented _severe punish-
labor organizations and personali- | ments for beggars. He

ailed government’s decision to import
crude oil from Russia in currencies of
friendly countries as mutually agreed by  decision of the government was also a
two countries. Talking to & delegation  good one for direct settlement and clear-
of industrialists and ftraders led by mﬁ' RMB between China and Pakistan
Muslim Khan Buneri here, he said it's a8 w will helﬁ balance greatly the pos-
good omen that Pakistan will pay in the  sible trade fluctuations cdused by
currencies of friendly countries which  changes in US dollars.
he added will definitely ease dollars He said moreover, RMB clearing can
pressure on either side and halpfuageghe be fast tracked for two countries to fur-
existing

n%ms on this da{v 136 years Haj
Chicago city of the United States 2 al)
i 0, Director Lahore _Igrar
T Ahmad said that pilgnms
must strictly follow Saudi

1o the ambassador of the
ublic of Iran to Pakistan
£ Seyed Mohammad Al Hosseini
wha called o at Finance Division on
Sunday, the minister warmly wel-
comed the Ambassador and extended
compliments on successful comple-
tion of his tenure in Pakistan.

Tshaq Dar also highlighted econom-

The International Labour Day is
observed globally on May | every
year, The Day spreads awareness
about the workers' rights and also
seco%maes their accomplishments.
The Labour Day or May Day has
stories of different origins in dif-
ferent countnies. But the common
thing is that the Day focuses on

ng
on

ic outlook of the country and said that | the achievements and contribu-  ties belonging to the working class | said, "Beggars are award- | way for further slrmgtheninﬁu ther deepen industrial cooperation in
despite economic challenges, the | ong of workers. It spreads aware-  including AJK's PWD Workers | ed cne-year imprisonment | economic cooperation and bilateral rela- l'manci\c:F and purchasin, e said the
country is destined io r“’ ress and | negs about the rights and opportu- nization Highlighting  the | besides’a fine of 100,000 | tions. He said nfre.ememihetwaen both  trade volume of Belt and Road countries
development.  He  lauded  the | nities of every labor which they salient features of the special Riyal. sides will pay dividends in the days to  reached 11.6 willion Yuan last year. If
Ambassador’s  contributions in | should get for their welfare and  World Labor Day programmes, Igrar Ahmad said that | come.He appreciated that Islamabad RMB clearing and_settlement is fully
enhancing and cementing the decades | betterment Working class observe the spokesperson continued thai | foreign beggars were | wants toimpont 35% of its fotal crude il encouraged, trade efficiency in countries
old brotherly ties and fostering eco- | st May every year the world over  rallies coupled with processionsin | expelled from  Saudi | requirement from Russia. He s along the Belt and Road will improve, as

nomic and trade cooperation between
the two countries.

Appreciating the tenure of the
Iranian Ambassador in Pakistan, the
Finance Minister bid farewell to him
and extended best wishes and good
luck on behalf of people and govern-
ment of Pakistan for his future assign-

Pakistan depends on oil from Gulf coun-

il will more extensive financial coopera-
tries, mainly due to close political and

1] AJK as well
all ten districts of AJK as well as Hon, e sddod INB

to commemorate the supreme sac- ¥
tehsil headquarters, TNP

nfices of the laborers wha laid

Drop in Current Account Deficit
at cost of economic growth not
acceptable: Chairman BMP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman  halt in industrial growth and
Businessmen Panel l;I:WIP) and  import restrictions which is not
former president FPCCL Mian  acceptable. Unfortunately the
Anjum Nisar has said that the present wmaround is largely due
country has registered a current to the fall 1 imports that has
account surplus of $654 million in accompanied by sharp slowdown
March 2025 first time after Nov  in growth after the currency deval-
2020 and drop in Current Account  uation and gradual increase in
Deficit at the cost of economic interest rates. which sent shock-
growth not acceptable as there is
no benefit of macroeconomic sta-
bility at cost of halt in industrial

Arabia after completion
of imprisonment

He said that finger-
prints of foreign beggars
were saved besides
imposing ban on their
eniry into Saudi Arabia,

The Hajj director said
that pilgrims should take
care of the repute of the
country after amving in
Saudi Arahia. He suggest-
ed that the pilgrims
should stay safe from pro-
fessional ~ beggars and
pick pockers. I

ments.

Ambassador H.E. Seyed
Mohammad Ali Hosseini also stressed
upon the potential held by both coun-
tries for mutual ceoperation and
appreciated the cooperation and sup-
port of the present government i
enhancing the bilateral relations in
various fields. He also thanked the
Finance Mimister for his support and
cooperation in strengthening econom-
ic and trade relations between the two
countries during his stay in Pakistan

The Ambassador expressed good
memories of his stay in Pakistan and

Sugar mills
reject
prices fixed

waves lhmugh the economy.

1! transformation ° from
deficit_into surplus should have
been due to recovery in exports
and increase in remittances with

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to

wil
In a statement issued on here on g L A
i review country wide wheat procurement drive, in Provincial Capital.

ks

al
cessful

Khawaja Asif

castigates ex-CJP
Saqib Nisar over

audio leaks

support of the people and government
onI?c]iFiLan in shaping his tenure suc-

Sunday, the Chairman BMP said
that the current account deficit
reduction should be based on
growth in exports, resulting into
expansion in industrial production
as well as employment generation.

Mian Anjum "Nisar noted that
cumulatively current account
deficit declined to $3.4 billion
dollars Tul-Mar 2023 against a
deficit of $13 hillion of same peri-
od but this macroecenomic stabil-
ity has been achieved at the cost of

the support from policies and
administrative initiatives of the
government but this is not the fact,
unfortunately The fact is that the
massive declite in impors has
slowed down overall economic
activities, ultimately hitting the
GDP growth rate, “the business
leader said adding the drop in cur-
rent account deficit is a
achievement as a sign of macro-
economic stability but it is never
beneficial for industrial INP

by govt

LAHORE The

Pakistan ~ Sugar  Mills

Association (PSMA) has

rejected the ex-mill and

retail price of sugar fixed

by the federal govern-
nt,

_ It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the govemn-
ment, in response to the

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Pakistan
Economy Watch (PEW) Brig. (retd?
Aslam Khan has said that International

IMF delaying loans to weaken
Pakistan, CPEC its actual
target: Chairman PEW

abandoned .
Due to the delay in the agreement
between Pakistan and the IMEF, the coun-

SIALKOT: Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif on Sunday lambasted
the former_ chief justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Sagib Nisar over the audio

Monetary Fund (IMF) is delaying loans
to weaken Pakistan economically and
China_Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) i5 its actual et

unprecedented 30 percent
surge in retail sugar prices
within a matter of weeks,
set the retail price of

try's ocunemi/ has been greatly affected,

and the public has also had to pay a

heavy price for it. )
Aceording to many economists, due

FPCCI to sign trade accords
with Ethiopian counterpart

b A In a ‘statement 1ssued on Sunday, he to the curremt economic conditions in
'eefp"osge;"{n'zgrﬁh'ﬁf&f&’ﬁﬂﬁ; i‘:g?g;;k NP | caid that the conditions of the IMF are  Pakistan, the country has no option other
with Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz | 151 AH\‘/[ABAD: The Fi)eder«llm'!r ,dele%aliuns from his country dur- e not coming to a\\ﬁpd whlchhssa_l Sl E‘hm t_hT_ IMF, as olf:ie[ iniernational

~N) i 7 i of  Pakistan  Chambers of  ing the next month, acy to weaken Pakistan so that it is made inancial institutions and many countries
(Ff}d,]:;,’.‘,ﬂgmﬂ“’ﬁ,t;‘"2§nﬁ;§,&a i | Cominarce & Tndusity vill st | Temal Fiaka ssifl the signing of First shaft t0 obey orders that are against its nation-  have linked the loan to Pakistan with the
Sialkot, the defence minister noted | accords with its counterpart from  agreements would be instrumental enstock al Eul_emms &) Adl Kh L re\i\lvﬂl UF(EE tI|MF mhgm|]rm|e S
that there was no greater honor than the Federal Democratic Republic  in promoting institutional linkages P e dng (rlf( ) Aslam : an sglk, the | t‘aglote (;\tk,un er ?«nsﬂw] he.
the chief justice Tor the Supreme of Ethiopia (FDRE) in May to between Etfhiopia and Pakistan sucecessfull ender will not give a loan to Pakistan  available to Pakistan only after the
¢ boost the bilateral trade and com-  that had huge potential for busi- Yy until we step back from CPEC. That is  issuance of instalment by the lender.

why, despite fulfilling dozens of condi-

Aslam Khan said that the delay in
tions, the IMF continues to make lame

merce ties between the two coun-  ness, trade and investmen
i agreement with the IMF has created a

tries. diverse sectors of their economi installed at

ourt.
“Former chief justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Saqib Nisar went i0o far in his

FPCCI Senior Vice President Ethiopia and Pakistan had mini- i Ki i excuses, he added. = G situation of uncertainty resulting in the
ity with Nass Sharif, e said, | \iuhammad Sulsmun  Chawla mal irage despite. such & huge Suki Kinari He said that the lame justfications of depreciation af the nupee. loss of imest-
v e e N Wil | oot he e dui. plotiiessiopiocponns | HPP - f e pesnseisieon oty e e e e

i ¥ li ;| a meeting  witl mbassador  the hope for a significant boost in i 2 ol
I bt i i00's;receltt il pak] L 1 mmer‘:ﬂ trade g,r:’ the coming ISLAMABAD: In | as soon as possible. rating continues to decline.

the minister said.

Khawaja Asif further said that the
leaks have not only exposed the for-
mer chief justice but also Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insafl  (PTI) leadership,
adding that staying away from power

Imran from within.

Extraordinary and Plenipotenti
of the FDRE to I:z]:amic:wlil hEIIi};;
of Pakistan Jemal Beker Abdula

on Sunday, said a news release,
The ambassador proposed the
signing of trade agreements
is eating u between the FPCCI and the
The Tederal minister pointed out | Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce
that the judiciary’s job was to make | and  Sectoral — Associations
decisions as per the Constitution and | (ECCSA) during the upcoming
the law, not hold a panchayat, “Over | Ethiopia-Pakistan ~ Business
00 Cases are B o ne 1 | Forum”. scheduled in Karachi

Supreme Court,” he said, adding peo- | during the secand week of May
ple of Pakistan were still waiting for | _He informed the FPCCI repre-
Justice. INP sentatives about the arrival of
high-level officials and business

The Chairman PEW said that Pakistan
will have to learn to live without the
IMF, for which elitism will have to be

Energy-efficient fans to
help Pakistan save Rs700bn
annually: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The Pakistam govern-
ment’s initiative to ban the manufacture
and marketing of traditional and high

he depreciation of the rupee has
made many_things ex;

months especially in the backdrop S
thing from Food £0 oil is imported TN]

of a recent visit of a big business
delegation from Pakistan He said
the Pakistani business community
was keen to increase bilateral
trade between the two countries
since the ongoing development in r k
Ethiopia’s diverse economic sec- | will provide a solid foun-
tors had really impressed them | dation for the water stor-
during their recent visit to the Cag- n§e and power generation
ital city Addis Ababa FPCCI | of the hydropower station
Senior Vice President Muhammad Penstocks are pressure
Suleman Chawla assured the | vessels that camy water
ambassador of their full supportin | from the source to the tur-
organizing INP bine for power INP

another major develop-
rﬂezl at the Suki PKmem
ropower o) ect
SKHPP), ' team of
hinese engineers has
successfully installed the
first shaft penstock, which

ram in this regard As per NEECA, just
v tpmm%‘uﬁ' unnecessary lights, mai
taining AT temperature at 26 and shi

Pakistan’s first two electticity consumplion [sas is expected  ing towards energy-elicient appliances

: to help save 8,000MWs and Rs700 bil-  can help reduce a household bill by 30 to

monkeypox patients Bﬂ_m annuall ,Ssnid th;i'h Haideri, 40 gErnliie o the re\,iﬁ_e_ enerey

H irector  of trategy anagement specification, high-energy efficient fans

recover from disease gfﬁce, ]\:a(wna‘{ I'-";ne_rgy ﬁqﬁécl‘::l‘e\‘rx: }ml\ consume I%Wa]r(:‘sé \\;}hile_ll_lia!e old
S PR . ‘onservation  Authori h ans consume o atls. e ini-
Fii‘i"-f\l\;}ﬂﬂ.QD- Sedentl Mineny while talkine to WealthPK. tiative will not directly impact the
of Health said Sunday that the first “The NEECA has recommended national gnd, but at the domestic level, it
lwq _m:mkeypcx caaes_reporled in Minimum Ene Performance  will help considerably reduce the power
Pakistan lat week have recovered Standards (MEPS] to the Pakistan  bill It is estimated that a single house-

from the virusThe person, who

T Standard and Quality Control Authority

hold can save 130 units a year by shift-
that hag incorporated these MEPS into fa

ing to energy-efficient fans, “which

under treatment at the Pakistan its Pakistan Standard for fan manufac- means reducing the bill by up to
Institute  of Medical = Sciences ture. Moreover, the NEECA has formu-  Rs3370.The government has also put a
(PIMS) Hospital. has been dis- lated regulations, which upon imple- framework in place for fan manufactures

charged, health ministry officials mentation will ensure the manufacture  to play their due role in the energy con-
said, > of energy-efficient fans.” he said. servation initiative. Energy-efficient
Meanwhile, the other person, who Asked how the Authonty was going to  fans will be produced by the manufac-

was on the same flight and quaran-
tined at his home, was said to be in
a stable condition after testing nega-
tive INP

replace the existing traditional Fans, he
said options were being consider and the
government was also considering for-
mulating an entire fan replacement pro-

turers registered by the government The
step is aimed at reducing the unneces-
sary consumption of energy in everyday

RAWALPINDIA labor is pulling loaded hand cart at City Sadr Road to earn daily :
1ife. By taking small.INP

wages for the livelihood of his family, unaware from the International Labor Day,




