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Fire erupted
in Hazar

of VCs in Balochistan Ganji area

Syed Ali Shah Analysis
It _has been almost two
Iy Search

Committee constituted by the
Balochistan government” sub-
mitted its recommendations
about the appointment of Vice-
Chancellors of five public uni-
versities. MNevertheless, the
rovincial government has not
issued the np ointment letters
of the successful candidates of

5.

The file has been lying on the
table of the Chief Mimster
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo. The reason is crystal
clear. Some ministers and pow-
erful  opposition members
expressed their msenmons
and apprehensions about the
names_tinalized by the search
mmmmuc

ple, r blue-ey:
fie \ng e Siblio Gt
sities in Balochistan

CM Bizenjo
appears to
be helpless
before
ministers

CM Bizenjo appears to be
helpless before the ministers

an ;?)m ition laumaken
Althoug| the of
Bmuch\sl«n should not demun-
strate any political rapprocl
ment since he is the chief exec-
utive of the province. This posi-
tion demands bold decisions
since it is a matter of the future
of thousands of youth of

Balochistan rather than an issue  Char

ical_party

e historic 18th amendment
and the Eassdgt of the
Bnlochl:um niversities Model

lic universities, Earlier, this
power was enjoyed by the

of' an individual or a specific  Balochistan

ncellor/Governor of

The Search Committee
gonducted interviews Wi e firat time in the history
30 candidates and submitt

Search 15 names for five universi- of Balochistan that candi-

+ ties in Balochistan. Ever s A X
Committee thrgelnameq éf ‘each umve?: viewed and their academic

cab]‘ne« to appom‘( VCs ofput‘»- inferviews 30

per the Balochistan
Universities Model Act
of Quetta

2 AIrr{JusL ?IL universities
ave been facing a serious

financial crisis. Most of the | ¥af Reporter  The s\.nﬂlindﬁ’aﬁiﬁﬁ
employees  and  faculty UETTA Fire_crupted  [ive vehicles parked in
members of the universities |, the Hazar Ganji areaof  the Hazar Ganji area,
are deprived of their salaries Qumta on Wednesday.  Scares of people rushed
even Imtial investigation | Police sources said fire towards the spot and
suggests, previous VCs | suddenly erupted in the extinguished the flames
acted like uncrowned kings e

and appointed their blue-
eyed to important positions
with attractive perks and
privileges. Simply, a finan-
cial erisis was expected

CM
should
make a

bold

_decision

In a nutshell, CM
Balochistan Mir Quddus
BIZEIHD led government
should make a bold deci-
sion and released the
stalled recommendations
of the search committee
and appoint VCs. It is for

dates for VCs were inter-

sity Now, it is the mandate  qualifications were seruti- £ Ganj of fire on their own
of the Balochistan govern- nized. Delay in this regard § 1o, su!g s the fi Police also reached the
ment to choose one out of Wil further jeopardize the | broke out in [ht Iranian  spot and started an inves-

candidates three for each university as situation. petrol and diesel. tigation into the incident

Hand grenade attack
leaves a police man
injured in Wadh

From Qur Correspondent

Unknown accused hurled a
hand grenade at policemen in
Balochistan’s Khuzdar district
on Wednesday. Police sources
sald the incident happened in the

Wadh Tehsil of Khuzdar district

One policeman was injured in
the attack. The injured police-
man was rushed to the hospital
for medical treatment. Police
reached the s nt as an investiga-
tion into t incident went
underway

Security was tightened in the §
aftermath of the attack on
police. Motive behind the attack
cnul:ln 1 be ascertained immedi-
ately

Staff Reporter

QUETTA:The Balochistan Union
of Journalists (BUJ) paid rich tribute
to all martyred journalists on
Wednesday. The BUJ organized a
seminar on the eve of World Press
Freedom Day at the Quetta Press

ub,

“BUJ committed to upholding the
banner of freedom of speech”, Irfan
Saeed, the President of the BUJ told
the seminar. He said despite all odds,
the union was committed to ensuring
the freedom of expression and impar-
t1al reporting from Balochistan, BUJ
Secretary General, Manzoor Rind
and other senior journalists also
attended the seminar,

PM Shehbaz arrives in
attend King Charles I1I’

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
arrived in London on Wednesdar Lo
attend the coronation of
Charles I and the Cummunwwh
Heads of Government Meeting — a
biennial summit of governmental
Ieaders from all Commonwealth
natio

U] m his arrival in hnndcn PM
Shehbaz  was  recei by
Pakistan’s High Cnmm\sbumzr to
the United Kingdom (UK
Moazzam Ahmad  Khan an
Special Representative of the
British Foreign Secretary David
Gordon-MacLeod.

During his visit, the prime minis-
ter will also engage with other
world leaders bniaterully and meet 8 Nk F
PML-N supremo Nawiz Sharif, a  he had hailed Pakistan's relations
tweet on ;“; account said with the UK He said in a tweet that

PM Shehbaz left f‘ur the UK ear-  relations between the two countries
lier today and prior to his departure, ~ were “rooted in shared history and

Naseebullah Tareen Senior lawyer Hadi Shakeel

Advocate appointed as Advocate passes away
Chairman Services Tribunal | . ... departed soul in poace and. give
NonDek Sha gill&ufflf?;@ummﬂu’ el
T ey lewyer b o Hicots s s

Naseebullah Tareen Advocate was
appointed as the Chairman
Balochistan Services Tribunal on
Tuesday. According to a notification
mued me Balochistan Services
ral  Administration

Depaﬂmem (Q&GJ\D). Mr. Tareen
has been appointed as the Chairman
of the Services Tribunal for three
years

The appointment has been made
with the prior approval of the Chief
Minister Emuchusmn in consultation
with the Chief Justice Balochistan
High Court (BHC), the notification
mentioned

Mr. Tareen will enjoy the status of
the judge of the Hmﬁ%

London to
s coronation

multifaceted bonds that have grown
stronger aver the decades™
g monarch and the

royal fam i have been great
friends of Pakistan,” he added

Charles, 74, became king after
the death of q)een Elizabeth last
year in September. As per royal tra-
dition, a British monarch’s corona-
tion Luki_ns place some months later,
after national mourning and intense
preparations King arles 1M1°s
coronation ceremony will be held
at London’s Westminster Abbey on
May 6. The event is expected to be
attended by heads of state from
around the world, including
Ireland, France, Spam Belgium,
Japan, T!unﬁury and Australia PM
Shehbaz had met King Charles 111
Tastérear in London and offered his
condolences over the passing of
Queen Elizabeth Web Desk

death of Hadi Shakeel Advocate.

e was suffering from profracted
illness for the last few months.

Members of the legal fraternity
have expressed grief and sorrow
over the sad demise of Hadi
Shakeel Advocate. Hadi Shakeel
had played an important role in all
lawyers' movements against dicta-
torship in the country and spent his
whole life for the supremacy of the
constitution and rule of law in the
country,

Gouemor Balochistan, Malik
Abdul Wali Kakar expressed grief
and sorrow over the sad demise of
Hadi Shakee| Advocate, He prayed
that may Allah Almighty rest the

BUJ pay rlch tribute to mai'tyred Journalits

Journalists  Journalists
shed light put their

on the Ii p i1

Ofslain and then report =yems“. Rahib Buledi

stated. Mr. Buledi termed the role of

- : the j lists” i ial
Jjournalists T e

for the v of parlia-
Senior journalists shed light on the —ment and constitution
sacrifices of slan journalists and vowed ~ The speakers urged governments to

10 continue their mission regarding truth ~ ensure the safety and protection of
and facts. They said Balochistan was not  journalists and Balochistan and let the
an easy place for journalists to work v perform their 1
here. duties,

In report to SC, PTI seeks
implementation of verdict on Punjab
polls citing ‘lack of consensus’

Just a day after the tions to the national and
government  and  the provincial assemblies on
oppasition reached some a single date under the
semblance of consensus watch of caretaker setups,
on country-wide polls, but it had vet to be decid-
the PTI on Wednesday ed what that date would
submitted a letter to the
Supreme Court seeking
the implementation of the

s, order on holding
elections in Punjab on
“in letter and
spint” and stated that “in is party.

spite of the best efforts of 2 4o e subs uently, PTI
artics, no solution with-  round of the much-await- last  night,  Finance lawyers Faisal Chaudhry
in lhe Constitution™ was  ed negotiations on polls. Minister Ishaq Dar — and Ali Bukhnn submii-
The falks began on the who was leading the gov- ted a report on the gov-
dny earlier, the PTL  top court’s advice last ernment side — had told  emnment-PTI negnnauans
and federal coalition con-  week. Speaking to  reporters that both sides in  the apex court

cluded the make-or-break  reporters after the sitting  had agreed to hold elec- today Web Desk

Qureshi had regretted that
no decision could be
taken on “practicable pro-
asals™ put forward by
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Why not books,
if food can be
delivered at homes

“Why not books. if food items can be delivered to homes”, Shakoor
Baloch, a committed young student said. Mr. Baloch and other young-
sters of Quetta’s Sariab Road area have established the “ReadersClub”
lu;ru_vidq free books to people in general and students in particular.

itting in a mud and brick-walled room located in one of the con-
gested poor neighborhoods of Quetta, Shakoor Baloch, Amjad Baloch,
and their colleagues are committed to promoting the book reading cul-
ture,
icycle is economical, we cannot afford petrol: Amjad Baloch

“We deliver books by bicycle”, Amjad Baloch, another student with
a black-bushy beard said. Petrol prices are high. we cannot afford fuel
and therefore, deliver books on the bicycle, e mentioned.

Reads Club has gathered around 700 books so far. Currently, the
club has dmgp:d over 400 books at various homes in various parts of
Quetta and Balochistan province. “Our aim is to promote book read-
ing cdulture and people are excited to read books”, Shakoor Baloch
state

Volunteers delivering books at homes

The number of volunteers for this campaign is around one dozen.
Most of them are students and an education lover has temporarily
handed over the mud and brick-walled room to ensure the success of
the initiative.

No official encouragement or support so far

“No contact by ang ﬁovernmeul official or any political party”,
Shakoor Baloch stated. He said the Readers’ Club was in dire need of
support since the demand for reading books was growing and they
were unable to meet

In Balochistan, various organizations have established librgnes rg

an

The ratio of education for
women in Balochistan

Education plays a
miraculous role in
enabling individuals to
be successful, and it is
essential for everyone
o receiv educa-
tion, particularly for
women. It is well-
known that when a
man is educated, an
individual 1s educated,
but when a woman is
educated, an entire
nation is educated. The
role of an educated
woman is paramount
for the development of
a society, even more so
than that of a man.
There are numerous

tors that can impede
a girl’s access to edu-
cation, and in_some
places, these factors
are removed, while in
others, they can have a
dcva.\tatm# effect on

&

the lives of girls.

‘Women and girls
in the Balochistan
have extremely
PoOr access to
education

promote book reading culture and open new vistas of
information for the students

Students have already established libraries in the Balochistan dis-
trict of Kech, Gwadar, and other areas. Daily thousands of students
from various parts of the province visit libraries.

Balochistan has the
lowest rate of female
education in the world,
says Mem-ber of the

Balochistan Assembly
Sana Bloch.
Head of the
Education Department
asir Kazai said that
Baluchistan’s literacy
rate stands at a dismal
37%, far below the
national _average of
53% and the literacy
rates of the other three
provinces of Pakistan

According fo
the 2017 census

According to the
2017 census, In the
literacy rate kech dis-
trict ~ at 2.66%,

Panjgur at 59.22%,
Quetta at  358.76%,
Pishin at 52.97%.,

Gwadar_at 51,97%,
and Nushki at
51.67%.

Girls’ literacy rate is
taken into account, it
is worst and lowest in
the world. Only 27%
of girls are literate in
Balochistan of which
only 2% belongs to
rural Balochistan
78% girls, of school
going age are out of
school, says Head of
the Education
Department.

I' stopped going to

school last year as
there was no wash-
room, water or elec-
tricity in the one I
used to attend and 1
left school without
fimshing says
Mahnoor , 6th class
student at
Govern
Nawakilli
School.

Balochistan
of 2021

it Girls
Model

report
cites that
there are approxi-
mately 226,643 out of
school children of age
6 to 15 in district
Quetta, which consti-
tutes 57% of the total
‘ shildren o
school going age (6-
3). Le%gl \%is:g4 %
of the pnmary school
going age children are
out_of school._70%
institutions  without
electricity. 41% insti-
tutions without toilets,
21% institutions with-
out boundary walls,
6% institutions with-
out drinking water in
Quetta.
Secretary
Secondary Education

o

Abdul  Kauf Baloch
sad that there 1s a
clear difference
between middle

school and primary

school in the
province, one middle
school out of 8 pri-
mary schools filling
the gap as such Steps
have been undertaken
taken to make 33 pri-
mary schools mitﬁir]‘e
and 66 middle schools

in the current
financial year. While a
plan for the financial
icar 2021-22 to take
00 primary schools
to middle school level

has also been
apgmvcd PS
ducation is a key

battleground.
According  to  the
Pakistan  Bureau of
Statistics, less than 12
ercent women in
alochistan made it
past primary school.
Balochistan
Education  Minister
Mir Naseebullah Mari
said that the provin-
cial government under
the ~ leadership =~ of
Chief Minister
Balochistan ~ Abdul
Qudous Bizenjo was
utihizing all available
ESOUrces 0 promote
education and provide
facilities m education-
al institutions,
He said that the
only girl’s cadet col-

lege of the province
would soon start work
in  Quetta, which
would provide better
apportunities for
female students to get
skilledbased educa-

tion. y

He said that the
government was pay-
ing special attention
to the educational
institutions and soon
branches of the gov-
ernment polytechnic
institutes  would be
established in every
district of  the
province,

Accordm% ]
UNICEF akistan’s
re ) 2021,
Balochistan has a total
of 14,855 schools, of
which only 67.4% are
for females
Unfortunately, 256%
of these schools are
non-functional

Additionally,  onl
72.4% of girls attend
I, with the
only

appearing in examima-
tions. This is due to
the lack of facilities in
many schools: a mere

3 have toilet
facilities, with the rest
lacking  this  basic
necessity.

Tales from the Mountains

The northern areas of
Pakistan are amongst the
most beautiful parts of our
planet. Here, nature can be
witnessed in all its might and
glory. The remoteness of this
region has added to its mys-
tique and aided in the conser-
vation of the environment to
some extent. But this isola-
tion has alse caused more
hardships for the inhabitants
of this land and has hindered
its development.

JNDP has been very active
in the northern parts of the

country, including Chitral n
Khyber hiunkhwa
rovince and the Gilgit

altistan province. Its inter-
ventions have focused on the
environment, disaster risk
reduction, environmentally
friendly fourism, empower-
1ng the peaple, and providing
them with livelihoods.

The drastic changes in the
climate are wreaking devas-
tation on glaciers the world
over and Pakistan 15 no
exception. The melting gla-
ciers_create lakes that can
overflow, and cause tremen-
dous devastation to lives and

property

T prevadt s from. Hap-
pgma a pl;ﬁjf(}lkhy 10h= %sme 2
%mdsa(c(LraLOF:-al)en'as ':{,”3:‘ bearing trees includmg che
ed a few years back by the 1% apple, and apricot have
Adaptation Fund. Now, with b:er}\’ planted all over the
an investment of 36.9 million NOfthein areas, i
dollars by the Green Climate s '"te,”’e“h“”“h AYE
Fund, GLOF-Il is being Deen managed thro "'Cl
implemented across the two {(mprﬁvemcm o entral
provinces. arakoram National Park

In addition to climate (CKNP) project (funded by
change, the increase in the '[})"_3 1““]“"‘_”( Agency l-fm
human population has also DeYEPment  Cooperation
adversely affected the envi- ‘"d overnment of Italy),
ronment. reverse the ond the  Pa 'SIE" Snow
effects of deforestation, thou-  Leopard e ]

" Protection Togramme—
sands of poplar and fruit- implemented through World

aspect
Numerou
and puri

been
and

villages

jtul

Snow Leopard Foundation.
Improving the living con-
ditions of the people has
had primary importance in
UNDP’s efforts. The provi-
sion of clean drinking
water is a very important
of these efforts
water treatment
cation plants and
hydro-ram  pumps
installed and
supply schemes have been
put into place in various

or Nature and

the

and

have
water

Challenge

Foundation})
Tales from the Mountains
The author is an interna-
tional
writer, and photographer,
currently working as a con-
sultant for UNDP Pakistan

These imitiatives o
CKNP and CCAM-I1I proj-
ects have been funded by
Italian
Development Cooperation,
the Government of Italy,

Agency for

Global  Water
{CocaCola

the

award-winning

Is American power

waning?

nalysts have

marked the nse

of China due to

its  diplomatic

triumph _in the

Middle East, its

srowing cosiness  wilh
ussia and the downfall of
the US as a sigmificant
global plaver duc to the

QUAD countries, Japan,
India and Australia to par-
ticipate. [ its fifth vear. the
Sca Dragon 23 focuscd on
advanced-level  anti-sub-
marine warfare (ASW) tac-
fics and training. This exer-
cise aims to improve allied
states” tactical and opera-
tional capacity and allow
the il o

aspects of
and decoupling.

Although
undeniably
cvents that account for
China's emergence, these
are by no means the end of
the US era In addition to
its footprints worldwide,
the US 15 heavily focused
on_developing & more sig-
nificant mprint in the
wider Tndo-Pacific region
The US and its allies are
carrying out multiple joint
military experiences to
deter China In addition,
the US is engaging with
regianal players (o increase
its diplomatic, economic
and military influence in
the region.

he trend of joint exer-
cises has increased in the
Indo-Pacific _region. On
April 3, 2023, the US,
Japancsé, and  Sout
Korean Naval forces car-
ried out joint anti-subma-
rine drills in the Korean
Peninsula. The trilateral
excreise is significant as it
tested emerging technolo-
gies such as_unmanne
underwater vehicles and
intelligence-sharing equip=

these are
important

ent
In addition, carlicr in the
year — from March 15-30,
2023 — the US hosted an
annual multinational high-
level exercise in Guam
called Sea Dragon 23,
which nvited Canada,
and e

emerging technologies and
systems,

On April 5, 2023 the
Navies and Marincs Corp
of the US and UK also
pledged to work closely on
Littoral Warfare. The bilat-
eral agreement intends to
enhance aperational readi-
ness by increascd coopera-
tion in wargaming, synthot-
ic training. compuiter simu-
lation and overseas exer-
cises in the Indo-Pacific
region. The US  thas
expanded its military pres-
ence in the Philippines by
establishing four new mili-
tary sites under Enhanced
Defence ‘aoperation
Agreement (EDCA). These
s are expected to
enhance strategic depth
and strengthen the interop-
erability of the US and
Philippine Amed Forces
The ed threat behind
this_increased cooperation
is China. The Philippines
and China have had thomy
relations due o historical
disputes over islands in the
South China Sea, which the
US is_using to its advan-
tage. These military exer-
sises il prepare fhe S,
and Indo-Pacific states for
confrontation with China
by allowing joint respons-
es

“The US is also enhanc-
ing its diplomatic relations
with the smaller states in
the region. For example,

By Maheen Shafeeq
after 30 vears of absence.
the US  reopened its
Solomon Islands embassy
The Solomon Islands 1s a
nation of six major islands
and over 900 smaller
islands in the Pacific
Ocean. Due 1o their loca-
tion. these small s
hold immense strategic sig-
nificance in

Pacific endeavours of great

powers.
In March 2023, the
rime  minister of the
Solomon Islands  signed
Beijing’s (.ilgeba\

Development initiative that
would allow China to ca
out development projects,
including  redeveloping
island ports However. it
was only in 2019 that
China and the Solomon
Islands established farmal
diplomatic tics. Before

15, the Solomon Islands
had diplomatic relations
with Taiwan Last vear. the
island signed a_security
pact with China. To count-
er the influence of China,
the Japancse forcign minis-
ter visited the islands for
the first time to register
Tokyo's cancerns regard-
ing the islands’ sccurity
bond with Beijing, The
Solomon  Islands ~ seem
caught in a swirl of great
power rivalry, but the
1sland nation 15 tactfully
hedging its bet.

F%m ermore, the US has
opened ils embassy in
Vanuatu, previously repi
sented by diplomats based
in New Guinea. The US
has alsa planncd ta open its
embassy in Kinbati an
Tonga. discreetly expand-
ing 1ts regional influence to
counter China's assertive-
ness.On  the  economic
front.

The Toshakhana’s moral vacuu

Now t the
Toshakhana record for
the period 2002-2022 is
in the public domain, we

5 how morally
questionable the rules

Toshakhana's record, but Eair of cufflinks given to
for the purposes of calcu-  his son Hussain Nawaz
lation of net monetary Shanf returned or auc-
benefit acerued by them it tioned Rs0.2  million
has been set at Rs40 mil-  worth of gift .
lion, on the basis that Asif The top position in the

were that allowed our
leaders to keep gifts they
received from  foreign
governments at a fraction
of their appraised value.
To begin with, these rules
disregarded the obvious

confliets  of interests
inherent in _receiving
expensive gifts  when

dealing with foreign gov-
emnments.

Let’s examine the
facts. Former president
Gen_Pervez Musharral
received pifts  worth
Rs77.4 million and paid
only Rs3.5 million (7.1

er cent of the valuation).

None of these gifts were
auctioned or deposited in
the Toshakhana Former
prime minister Jamali
received  gifts  worth
Rs3,7 million and paid
only Rs0.5 million (14
Ft:r cent of their value).
Ie kept all items, except
for a model of the Kaaba
valued at Rs50,000,
which was displayed al
the Prime Minister's
House. . .

Former prime minister
Shaukat Aziz receiv
gifts valued at Rs67. 2
million and paid Rs2 8§
million (4.0 per cent of
total wvalue), but only
gave back or auctioned

s5.1 million worth of
gifts, leaving him with a
net benefit of Rs59.3 mil-
lion However, it should

be noted that both
Musharraf  and  Aziz
received

a  high-end
Lexus SUY each in 2006
which they declared but
did not hand over to the

state. (The wehicle’s
value has not been
assessed in the

li Zardari received the
same Lexus model in
2009, which has been
wvalued at Rs50 million)

As for former president
Zardan, he received gmfts
worth Rs143 4 million
for which he paid Rs21 5
million (15 per cent of the
value of the items
received). This included
two top-of-the-line BMW
cars and one armored
Lexus SUV. None of the
items wete given to the
state or auctioned by
Zardari. B

Former prime minister
Yousaf _Gilani
received Rs6.1 million in
gilsfrom his tnps sbroad
or which he and his rela-
tives/"guests’ paid Rs0.9
million (15 per cent of
value). The crassness of
taking *guests” along on a
foreign tour when Gilani
himself was a guest was
obvicusly lost on him
Gilani and his
relatives/ guests’ retained
all their gifts after paying
the discounted price.

Former prime minister
Raja Pervez Ashraf was
in office for less than a
year and received Rsl 5
million in gifts for which
he paid Rs{} 3 million {20
per cent of the valuation),
All - the gifts  were
retained. n

Former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif received
wifts assessed at Rsl44.1
million for which he paid
Rs24.4 million (17 per
cent of the valuation)
This includes an unspeci-
fied model of a Mercedes
Benz car which has been
valued at Rs42.6 million
and a Rolex watch and a

Toshakhana's list of ben-
eficiaries in terms of
value received is_occu-
pied by Shahid Khagan
Abbasi’ who, along with
his wife. children, and
children's spouses,
received a staggering sum
of Rs244.2 million for
which he paid Rs487
million {20 per cent of the
value received). All of the
ifts were retained by
RKibost and s coterie of
relatives, For Abbasi,
wha held the prime min-
ister's position for 303
days arter Sharif’s dis-
qualification, this trans-
lates into a daily net ben-
efit (value of git
received minus amount
aid) of Rs645,000 — a
ing's  ransom by
Pakistan’s standards,

Imran Khan benefited
from  receiving  pifts
worth Rs146.6 million
for which he paid Rs36.6
million (25 per cent of
their stipulated worth)
Khan also gave back to
the state or auctioned Rs6
million worth of pifts
received. Khan has been
accused by the current
povernment of illegally
profiting from the sale of
E\ﬁs that should have
cen deposited in the
Toshakhana., However,
the record shows that he
did what others in his
Eoulmm had done before
im.

By accusing Imran
Khan of malfeasance in
the matter of the

Toshakhana, the ruling
government has unwit-
tingly opened up a can of
worms that reflects badly
on the moral compass of

all cur leaders. To use a
line from Shakespeare, it
has been hoisted by its

nwuﬁetard I
While the gifts indicat-
ed in the Toshakhana
were legal under the nules
then in effect, their values
and the fact that they
our

were retained by
leaders and their
friends/relatives  make

their acceptance morally
questionable. The valua-
tion of the gifts is itself
i a silk scarf

which is unlikely for a
gt given o o Toreign
1P,

Several issues need to
be addressed in the
furure. The definition of
pifts should be widened
to include non-tangible
presents from foreign
governments such as an
all-expenses paid vaca-
tion for any leader and his
educational
expenses to be covered
for leaders’ children

Ancther issue is the
needlessly large delega-
tions that accompany our
politicians on_their for-
eign visits. There are
numerous instances of
superfluous accompany-
ing personnel disclosed i
the Toshakhana's record.
There are personmel with
titles such as deputy chief
of protocol, protocol
assistant, chief security
officer, secunity officer,
additional security offi-
cer, personal consultant
to the prime minister,
and, not least, the deli-
ciously hybrid designa-
tion of ‘Lady Gunman'

Foreign visits should
not amount to junkets for
friends and sycophants.
Besides, there are
Pakistan embassy affi-
cials who can camy out

By I Hussain
many of the duties much
more efficiently as they
are more accustomed 1
local conditions.

Leaders travelling
abroad on official visits
should use commercial
airlines and not comman-

eer an aircraft from
Pakistan International
Airlines’_fast depleting

eet of airworthy planes.
This should also provide
a deterrent to expanding
the size of the leader's
entourage which, need-
less to say, a country on
the brink of defaulting on
its foreign debts can hard-

Iy

Further, gifis given in
the past to friends or
‘puests’ in the leaders’
entour: should  be
return o ihe
Toshakhana. They had no
moral might or reason
either to tag along on
official visits or to accept
gifts from foreign gov-
emments

Pakistan’s embassies
should be advised that
henceforth only mifts with
a token value {such as
rosary beads, a prayer
rug, plaques) will be
accepted so there should
be no cause for embar-
rassment if. say,
mond _ studded
watch is dechined.

More troubling is the
fact that not one of our
leaders thought it fitung
or proper to donate the
gifts they received to the
earthquake wvictims left
orphangd or homeless
after Pakistan’s earth-
quake of 2005 nor for the
cause of the oppressed
Kashm for

a
laget

ruary.
ol of
Rs834.2 million received
by the nine heads of gov-
emment

South  Korea th

e trouble

with Tarek

arek Fatah, &
Pakistani-

nalist
author, died on
Apnl 24 this

year. He had for years crit-
icized the partition of
India. which many people
o, but he went many
steps further by calling for
the —annihifation ~ of
Pakistan He was a leftist
student leader and a jour-
nalist in Karachi ini the
19605 and 19705 and also
endured some imprison-
ment  under  military
regimes, but in that he was
not @ : there were
many like Nasir Zaidi and
Khawar Hashmi who even
have the scars of lashes on
their backs, but preferred
to stay in the country and
continue with their strug-
%Je rather than calling for
the  destruction = of
Pakistan

Tarek  Fatah  left
Pakistan when he was
around 30 years old and
for the next over 40 years
he developed a single-
track mind that influenced
millions. From 2018
onwards, he was a regular
host of ‘What the Fatah®
that New Delhi Times
hosted on their YouTube
channel.

A good intellectual pro-
motes societal tolerance
but Tarek Fatah consis-
tently disseminated
destructive and xenopho-
bic opinions. 1t is all right
to criticize certain rituals
and question practices that
are incongruent with mod-
em life, but it is not right
10 generalize anything
about a particular commu-
nity, nationality, or reli-
gion. Tarek Fatah did

exactly that,
A “good intellectual
presents new ectives

to enlighten audiences and
readers and does not
indulge m_harming_ the
very cause that is at stake.
TFatah ended up doing
exactly the opposite of
what he initially set out to
do. On multiple occa-
sions, he propounded fake
news and circulated com-
munally charged videos
against Muslims, many of

_me hated all hijab-wear-
ing or burga-clad women
sp venom
against them. By doing
this, he did tremendous
harm to the liberal, pro-
pressive, and  secular
cause, In 2020, he tweeted
a wvideo of burga-clad
women dancing 1o
Ballywood number and
hinted that the video was
from Shaheen Bagh
protests in Delhi. The
eaceful protest that most-
y Muslim women were
leading became a target of
the ngg(-wmﬁ media_in
India. Fatah had tweeted

e same video twice in
the past, but did not apol-
ogize for promoting sec-
tarianism and jeopardiz-
ing the cause of peaceful
women protesting. [n a
way, he contributed to
communal  disturbances
and displayed immense
contempt for Muslims.

In his youth, Fatah was
an anti-imperialist but
gradually he became a
majoritarian, supporting
the Hindu majority in
India and White majority
in Canada and incil
majority o take a tough
stand against the Mushm

minority if they did not
fall in line. Heappeared to
believe that all Muslims
were  followin; an
Islamist agenda. OF course
there are serious issues in
Muslim societies includ-
ing Pakistan but how
many are theocracies?
Even Saudi Arabia 1s now
changing fast and most
governments in Muslim
majority countries
openly " trying to curb
extrenism. 1f 1 consider
myself phrogresswe and
secular but then spew
venom against any reli-
gion, | am harming my
own cause.

Even in Pakistan there
are intellectuals such as
Dr Mubarak Ali and Dr
Pervez Hoodbhoy who are
progressive and secular by
all standards, having a
large following and read-
ership. Their goal is not to
incite revolt and they are
not obsessed with malign-
ing and smearing anyone
or any community. Liberal
andE‘ ressive intellectu-
als should not sound bitter
nor appear aggressive.
Such attitudes %m‘qurug&

their ideas, an,
*liberal fascists’ and *
eral extremists’ get cur-

renc)}'|
While Tarek Fatah's
books w
ing enl
rants and so
posts harmed enlighten-
ment itself. He spoke
about challenging Islamic
extremism but never did
the same to challenge
Hindu extremism in Indsa
In fact, he became a pop-
intellectual  who

popular

approval
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Pakistani rupee hits
back at US dollar

ISLAMABAD: The
US dollar inched wp
against the Pakistani
rupee in the directionless
interbank market on
Wednesday but later the
local curréncy hit back

According 1o the infor-
mation collected from
the forex dealers, the
greenback went up by
eight paisas against the
lacal currency in the dull
interbank business but
later the rupee came back
roaring and gained 17
paisas against the US
dollar and was currently
being traded at
Rs283.65

In open market, the US
dollar was being traded

at Rs289.50

On  Thursday, the
Pakistani rupee had
remained Iar%a]v stable
against the US dollar,
setting with a marginal
loss of 0.03% during the
interbank trading “ses-
sion, The local currency
closed at 28392, &
decrease of eight paisas

During the previous
week, the rupee
remained largely stable
as a current account sur-
plus and lack of progress
on the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
kept_the’ currency hang
ingOn the other hand,
the United States had
called on Pakistan to

move ahead on stalled
reforms sought by the
IMF, promising technical
help and encouraging the
country to enact policies
that promote an open and
fair and transparent busi-

ness climate )
The market awaits the
resumption  of the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme,
which remains stalled to

ate.

Moreover, it is also
closely monitoring
develdpment at the polit-
ical front, as the govern-
ment and PTI Teaders
continued to hold talks
on holding elections in
the country INP

China presents a fresh
approach to the world on
development paths

ISLAMABAD
Chinese modernization
resents a fresh approach
or the world to consider
when it comes to devel-
opment paths, .
This s especially vital
given the challenges
posed by climate change
and growing

China's sslnundmideuel—
apment has correborated
the fact that there is alter-
native, viable, practical
and more effective
approach to modemiza-
tion for developing
nations .
The success of China's
d 0 be

ernization is charactei-
ized by several key ele-
ments,” including a focus
on the advancement of
the population, the pur-
suit of shared pro?)m'lgﬁ
the promotion of bot

material and culwral
progress, the FU§sqrin5 of

competition, according to
a report carried by
Gwadar o on
Wednesday

China's resolute effors
to_address the global
deficits of devel

cai
attributed to four key fac-
tors: a far-sighted vision
to_construct socialism
with Chinese characteris-
tics, resolute efforts by
" to implement this

vision, led;

between humanity and
nature, and above all. a
commitment to peaceful
development
China has effectively
dispraven the nation that
dernization is exclu-

peace, governance, and
trust through maderniza-
tion is a_new. phenome-
non that is being viewed
with suspicion by the
Westerners.

In simple words, the
Chinese modernization
contains four essential
attributes - cooperation,
harmony, peace, and
development - as a path
to creating a
munity with a shared
future

The

2 China's
ernization_process. W
skyrocketing  inflation
and the erosion of many
economies after three
years of pandemic, the
global community s
acutely aware of the need
to prioritize _effective
modernization efforts.

Dispelling the notion
that "modernization

equals Westernization,”

s o &
ISLAMABA

: Ambassador of the Republ
Arif Usmanav called on Adviser to the Prime Minister for Politieal and Public

and aequisition of cut-
ting-edge. lechpolo}-‘gy. and
appreciation for the sig-
ificance of infrastruc-

ture.

One of the differentiat-
ing features of CPC’s
vision of modemization
is that it does not claim
that a “single or universal
template for modemiza-
tion” will work for all the
countries. There is no
one-size-fits-all approach
to modemnization

Given the varying his-
torical contexts of coun-
tries, diverse pathways to
development must be

levised. Hence, Chinese
citizens must tailor solu-
tions to domestic chal-
lenges that are grounded
in their unique national
conditions. This is what
they call Chinese charac-
teristics-an amalgam of
geographical conditions
and culture Chinese mod-

Affairs, Engr Amir Mugam.

Increase in foreign exchange
reserves to over 4.5b dollar
encouraging: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD: Former
President of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) Dr.
Shahid Rasheed Butt on
Wednesday  said  that
increase in foreign
exchange reserves to over
four and a half billion
dollars 15 good for the
geonomy. ,

In & “statement issued
here, he said that the
country's ruined currency
is  recovering  slowly
which 15 encouragin

hahid Rasheed Butt
said that if the IMF loan
was received, the recov-
ery of the mpee will be
accelerated, while if the
loan was not received, the
recovery process will
come to a halt and its
value may fall further.

One dollar was being
traded at 288.43 rupees
on April 11, but now it
was available for 283.84
rupees. he adde:

The business leader
said that Saudi Arabia
and Iran will reopen
embassies in each other's
countries  after seven
years, which is a_great
achievement for China

This_development has
reduced Amencan influ-
ence in the region, it will
balance the situation in
the region, increase trade,
and cut the military budg-
et, he mamtained

Shahid Rasheed Butt
said that it was expected
that due to the improve-
ment of relations between
Saudi Arabia and Iran,
Syria and Yemen will see
some stability and the
political  situation  in
many other countries will
improve.

He said that China was
also pushing for a cease-
fire between Russia and
Ukraine, and Beijing
should  also  consider
mediation between

sively the domain of the
West. Instead, each coun-
try can chart its own
course towards modern-
ization that aligns with its
distinct national context
China's modernization
offers a fresh perspective
and a valuable opportuni-
ty for the rest of the world
to learn and grow.

The Chinese approach
to  modernization  has
been radically different
from the West Rejectin
the narrow confines o

5 theoretical
frameworks, China has
forged a path towards

oeress that is entirely
unique and distinctly ifs
own Unlike the West,
China has been able to
develop without suc-
cumbing to the colonialist
mentality that has histori-
cally tainted the evolu-
tionary phase of western
modernization INP

bekistan to Pakistan Aybek

Pakistan and India so that
the two countries can
become friends instead of
enemies.

This will end hostilities
and improve the living
standards of more than
one and a half billion
people. It will be a diffi-
cult task for China, but
not impossible, the busi-
ness leader added,

Shahid Rasheed Butt
said that Pakistan has
always been in need o
political and economic
support from America
while India is also very
close to the US while
both countries are on the
same page io counter
China's influence.

He said that it is
China's interest to help
establish better relations
between Pakistan and
India for development,
elimination of terrorism
and smooth sailing of |

CPEC INP

Federal M

LAHORE: The

affected leg.

e edical board at
Shaukat Khanum Hospital
advised PTI chief lmran Khan

to take complete rest other-
wise the increased swelling
could pose a risk of infection,
which can lead to a surgery

again g
The medical board has also

directed Imran Khan to use a

wheelchair for any non-rou-

tine movement to avoid any

extra movement in this condi-
on,

It is pertinent to mention
here that PTI Chairman Imran

Khan, who was shot durin; an's container near the

long march in November 202 Allahwala v

in Wazirabad. has been shifted  Wazirabad, injuring six people
ISLAMABAD: The  Online Only brokers will be able

Securities nd ~ Exchange to provide trading services to its

‘Commission of Pakistan (SECPF)  clients, exclusively

has approved

Brokers in Pakistan,

“Cognizant of the growing
demand for online investing

platforms, the SECP

ted to prometing innovation
the securities market while
ensuring investor protection,”
said a press release issued here.
“This regulatory framework is
8 towards.
achieving that goal, it added
Under the new regime, the

a significant  Step

customer onboardin,

the regulatary
framework for enline-only bro-
kers through amendments to the
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX)
Rulebook, paving the ‘way for
the launch of Online Only

1 rocess
will be conducted online and the

tion in_feet

the Lahore High

that the former

unidentifie

online means.

be a sub-category

will  be

gory will

NA speaker forms
committee to probe leaked
audio of Saqib Nisar’s son

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly Speaker Raja
Parvez Ashraf on Wednesday constituted a committee

for investy
the son of

The National Assembl
fication in this regard

tion into an audio leak
rmer chief justice of Pakistan
Secretariat has issued a noti-
Aohammad Aslam Bhootani

allegedly involying
stan Saq b Nisar

wall be chairman of the committee while the members
include Shahida Akhtar Ali, Muhammad Abubakar,
Chaudhry Muhammad Barjees Tahir, Shaikh Rohale

Asghar, Sayyed Hussain
lussain Magsi,
Khan Dhandia,

“The Honourable Speaker, National Assembly, has
been pleased to appoint a Special Committee to .{u

u ariq, Naz Baloch. Khalid
‘Wajih Qamarand Dr Muhammad Afzal

dit,

Inquire and Investigate the audia leaks of Mr Najam
Saqib s/o Mr. Saqib Nisar, Ex-Chief Justice of Pakistan

wit]

PTI ticket holder. The Committee shall conduct a

thorough investigation and inquiry of the said audio

leaks and

present 8 comprel

ensive report in the

National Assembly. The Committee shall be assisted by
any investigative agency.” reads the notification

“The Honorable Speaker has been authorized to
include any other Member and make such other

changes in the Composition of

the Committee from

time to time as he thinks fit,” it stated INP

U.S. expresses
confidence on Pakistan’s

economic policies

ISLAMABAD: US Embassy Chargé d’affaires
Andrew Schofer called on Finance Minister Ishag
Dar on Wednesday and discussed overall economic

situation,

Both sides discussed bilateral relations between
Pakistan and USA in economic and trade fields,

US Embassy Chary

¢ d'affaires Andrew Schofer
| expressed confidence in Pakistan’s policies and pro-

grams and assured his support to advance economic

and trade relations.

Finance minister informed about the mumrr s
and the challenges faced and also

economy

informed the Mr. Andrew about ongoing program of
the International Monitory Fund IMF.

It is

pertinent to note that IMF and Pakistan are

holding negotiations for the ninth review of the IMF
for release of $1.1 billion as part to revive loan pro-

gramme

Tshaq Dar said government is committed to com-

plete IMF programme.

The finance minister reiterated to further expand
bilateral trade and investment relations with the

United States. INP

Population census: Central becomes
largest district of Karachi

KARACHI - Central
district _has become
opulation-wise _ the
largest district of the
metropolis in the digi-
tal census, according
to the latest figures
released by the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS).

he Karachi South
has become the small-
est district of the city
in the Tth population
census.

District Central has
3.442 min population
m the digital census
exercise, the figure
released by the PBE

District South, his-
torically the old town
of the city, have a po?~
ulation of 1.824 min
population- the small-

est district in the
metropolis.
District East have

3.171 mlin population
count in the census,
while Korangi has
been the third largest
district of the city with
2,928 ﬁnpummn fig-
ure, shared by the
PBS.

The District West
have 2.275 min %opu-
lation, Malir 2.21

and Keamari have

2180 min population
eount, according to the
latest figures.

he government
recently extended the
deadlirie of the popula-
tion census fifth time
to complete the digital
census process, which
will now be concluded
by May

Federal Minister for
Planning and
Development  Ahsan
Igbal said the latest
extension was made to
reach the remaming
people not counted in
the census

Igbal said that the

government will
remove the fault lines
and ap{:ealed o the
nationals to actively
take part in the census

The Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS) on
Sunday released latest
figures of the ongoing

seventh population
census.

According to  the
official statistics

released by the author-
ities, Karachi’s poj
lation had increased by
1.6 million to rise over
17.6  millien  and
Sindh’s population has
jumped by 6.46 mil-

lion, to reach 5431
million 5w

Hyderabad division
came in second with a
Empukmrm count of
019 million people,
followed by Larkana
division with 7.9 mil-
lion people.

Sul krl.lr division ]mi_
4 population count of
55

million people,
while Sf\ahe:d

Benazirabad division
had a count of 5.9 mil-
lion. The smallest divi-
sion 1n terms of popu-
lation was Mirpurkhas,
with a count of 4
million populace INP

=t

1o hospital after he experi-
enced 'inflammation in' his

eel

Sources said that the PTI
chief experienced inflamma-
due to
after which he was shifted to
hospital for medical examina-

tion_

Sources claimed that Imran
Khan's feet experienced pres-
sure during his aEpcarance in

E ourt (LHC}
today, which caused swelling

It is worth mentioning here
remier and
several other PTI leaders were
injured after a_man opened
fire near the PTI reception
camp at Allahwala Chowk
during party’s long march

Accordin, to

assailants opened
fire on PTI Chairman

Chowk in

The Online Only Brokers will

Only Brokers. As a result, the
cusfodial and clearing services
o erformed by
Professional Clearing members,
resulting in significantly less
compliance and operational
requirements, thereby allowing
the brokers to concentrate on
their core competenci
kerage services and

This will enable new enwrepre-
meurs to start brokerage busi-
nesses at lower preliminary and
operational costs. The new cate-
1 also attract
mvestors in the capital market as
it offers greater convenience for

ister for Science and Technology Aghs Hassan Baloch
breaks the ground for Khuzdar block at NUST U
May 3,2023. Rector NUST Lt.Gen. (R) Javed Mahmood Bukhari also prese

Medical board advises Imran Khan to
take complete rest

1 RE former
%nme minister and Pakistan
ehreek-e-Insal (PTI) chief
Imran Khan has been advised
on Wednesday to take com-
plete rest in order to avoid fur-
ther complications with his

Faroo:
L that
details,

mran

managing

through

of Trading o apply.

ing

of bro-
istribution

accessibi
new

QUETTA: Mutahid

ersity Quetta Campus on

and killing one

Earlier” in the day, the
Islamabad High Court” (THC)
expressed annoyance over the

ingiting mutiny case.
anng the case, IHC Chief
Justice Aamir Farooq warned
that if Imran Khan did not
appear before the IHC
ing mutiny case during work-
ing hours, the interim bail
granted to him will be dis-
missed As the hearing began,
HC Chief Justice Amir
inquired where was
the petitioner. At this, Lawyer
Naeem Haider Panjotha said
he could
before so he had file
exemption plea.The IHC chief
justice then asked about the
exemption request
the lawyer replied that the
application had been filed INP

SECP introduces regulatory

n investments
onling means. The framework
includes net worth requirement
of PKR 7.5 million and a single
member corr%&ani;
ble t SECP has also noti-
fied license issuance and renew-
al fees at PKR 50,000 and PKR
25,000 respectively for Online
Onli Brokers. Moieover, exisi-

rokers may also switch to
this new category to lower their
overhead costs :
focused on the core business of
trading. The launch of Online
Only Brokers is expected to rev-
olurionize the way investors buy
and sell securities by providing a
new level of convenience and
ity as investors will no
more be required to call or visit
a ﬁ_hysl_ca\ office to place trades,
which is often inconvenient INP

Ele

non-appearance of Pakistan
ressure,  Tolrech-s-INSar PTH | and
Chairman Imran Khan in

inincit-

not _appear

To this,

via

is also eligi-

and _remain

com

Local Bus A

The increase in power tari
will put Rs2.9 billion additional
pressure on the already burdened
masses, who are struggling to
make ends meet amidst rising
inflation and a weak econom:

The hike in power tariffs has
been attributed to the rising costs
of electricity production and distri-
bution. The country has been expe-

Sal ehpdding
immense inconvenience to citizens
and businesses alike,

It is feared that this latest devel-
opment may push
below the poverty line, especial
thase wha rely on electricity to run
their small businesses. INP

In March,
Establishment (ACE) Punjab has
summoned the fo

Inflation in Pakistan higher
than Sri Lanka's due to
mismanagement: ED PEW

ISLAMABAD :
Executive Director of
Palistan Ecenomy Watch
(PEW), Saifuddin Sheikh
has expressed concern on
rising cost of living as
Pakistan’s_inflation has
outpaced Sri Lanka due
to rampant mismanage-
ment

; was
decreasing 1n dozens of
countries, but it was
increasing continuously
in Pakistan and there was
no possibility of a reduc-

tion

Saifuddin Sheikh said
that the main causes of
inflation  in_ Pakistan
which has made life diffi-
cult for the majority

imclude poor povernance
and endless elitism.

All the resources were
being spent on the wel-
fare of the elite therefore

poverty was increasing
Elm‘i the middle &\Iau was
isappearing in the coun-
uy, Re eddeé
The Executive Director
I"I;W said that the burden
of wrong priot an
benefitting the elite falls
on uhctroor who are reel-
m_grun er inflation
he price of flour,
meat, rice, chicken an
sugar along with other
items was continuously
increasing in the country
and their export and
smuggling  were also
growing rapidly, he main-
tained. Saifuddin Sheikh
noted that the statements
reparding action against
the profiteer mafia by
top authorities are meant
to feed the public a lol-
llaup of satisfaction,
which has nothing to do
with reality. All the
important  policies are
designed to benefit the

NEPRA okays
further hike in

power tariff

ISLAMABAD : The National
ciric
Authority (Nepra) has approved an
increase in the price of electricity
by Rs0.34 per uiit on account of a
monthly fuel
Wednesday
ceording

body, the new tariff will come into
effect immediately

The increase in electricity
will be applicable to all the con-
sumer categories except lifeline
consumers and KE users )

The cost will be charged into
M_a:i' bills, the power regulator
sai

Power  Regulatory

adjustment  on

to_the regulatory

tariff

iffs

frequent power outages

causing

more people
Iy

AC extends Usman
Buzdar’s interim
bail till May 06

LAHORE: An accountabili
court (AC) on Wedn
¢d former chief minister of Punjab
Usman Buzdar's interim bail tll

ay 06.

The Accountability Court in
Lahore held a hearin,

Bl‘::a of former chiel

njab. The court accepted Usman

‘ . ) Buzdar’]s plea for exemption frtllsm
ersonal appearance and exten

framework for ‘online only’ brokers | e i "o

restraining the bureau from his

arrest in assets

According to the lawyer, Usman
Buzdar pleaded the High Court
seeking protective bail in the cases
against him, adding that the gov-
emment is cager to arrest Buzdar
In &n anti-corruption case.

nesday extend-

on the bail
minister of

May 06,

ond means case.

the Anti-Corruption

rmer chiel’ minis-

ter Usman Buzdar for building
Buzdar's house on the state’s prop-

erty. .

As per details, the ACE said that
the state’s
under the possession of the former
chief minister Punjab
Munro.

Buzdar
House on two canals of the total

roperty and grabbed two canals®

property worth billion is
in Fort

constructed  Buzdar

I
& can
oY powers, the REH o TRR"

elite which increases the
suffering of the people
nstead of reducing it, he
added.

The Executive Director
PEW said that due to the
selfishness of the elites
and the avoidance of nec-
essary reforms, the econ-
omy has not been able to
develop and instead of
reducing poverty, it is
increasing 1t

He said that politicians
and other influential con-
sider 1t their right to plun-

der national ~ resources
while paying tax is con-
sidered as an insult

Businessmen also pre-
ferred 10 get subsidies
and packages through
various prefexts instead
of cnm?etm' in the inter-
national market and when
they have a lot of black
money, they get the gov-
emment o announce an
amnesty scheme INP

QUETTA: Paramedical Staff Association President Abdul Salam Zehri
addressing a press conference.
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Digital Census declares Central the

largest district of Karachi

KARACHI: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) recently released figures have pointed out
gar_uc‘hi Central district has become population-wise the largest district of the metropolis in the

igital census
According to media reports, District Central has 3.442 min populations n the digital census
exercise, the figure released by the PBS.

District South, historically the old town of the city has become the smallest district of the
metropolis in the 7th population census with a population of 1 824 mln

District East stands second with having 3.171 min g.mpulalmn count in the census, while
Korangi has been the third largest district of the eity with 2.928 population figure, shared by the

The District West have 2275 min population, Malir 2.217 mln and Keamari have 2,180 min
population counts, according to the latest figures. N
he government recently extended the deadline of the population census fifth time to complete

el

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister of the Punjab Syed Mohsin Raza
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,

Man kills wife on | Pervaiz Elahi’s front man

2 : S
suspicion of *bad | fleeq from police custody

character’ in )
GUJRANWALA: The co-

S“kku]" accused involved in the corrup-

Naqvi calls on Prime

accepting Rs2 billion as bribe. A
case ha e%n .reglusggred against

the digital census process, which will now be concluded by May 15
ederal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal said the latest extension was made
to reach the remaining people not counted in the census.
Igbal said that the government will remove the fault lines and appealed to the citizens to active-
ly take part in the census.
According to the official statistics released by the authorities, Karachi’s population has raised
over 17.6 million after an increase of1.6 million and Sindh’s population has reached 54.31 mil-
lion after a jump of 6.46 million in population
Hyderabad division came in second with a population count of 10.19 million people. followed
hy it i T 2 e peaple
Sukkur division has a population count of 6.19 million people, while Shaheed Benazirabad divi-
sion has a count of 5.9 million. The smallest division of Sindh in terms of population is declared
Mirpurkhas with a count of 4.9 million populace INP

ECP moves Supreme
Court seeking review of
Punjab election order

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Wednesday filed a plea in the
review of the apex court's
April 4 decision of holding elections in Punjab on

Supreme Court seeking

next.

“The Supreme Court should review its decision
of April 4. The judiciary does not have the power L4
to give the date for elections. The makers of the
Constitution did not give the right to the judiciary
to give the date for elections,” the petition said.

“The Sl.lg)rcmc Court altered the law by giving
the date for elections in Punjab. The Supreme
Court  should correct the mistake. The

Constitution of Pakistan has cleae\éy defined the
powers of the mstitutions,” 1t added.
“Conducting free and fair elections 1s the con-
stitutional responsibility of the ECP. It is respec!
fully requested that the Supreme Court has negat
ed its own rules by giving the election date.” it

statex

“The ECP has the power to change the pro-
gramme for elections. The Judiciary has the
power to only interpret the Constitution. It has no
right to rewrite the Constitution,” it stressed.

“Neither the Constitution ner the law empow-
ered the Supreme Court to fix the election date. A
strong election commission is necessary for a
strong democracy in the country. It is impossible
ir elections without a strong

to hold free and

NiNe ACCUsE Pervaiz
Elahi’s front man Schail Asghar
and contractor Tariq

According to the FIR, Elahi
had allegedly received huge
bribe while awarding the con-
tract for the construction of
29km patch of road.

The deal worth billions of
rupees was brokered by Sohail

tion_case against former chief
Sukkur: A man shot dead his wife | minister and PTCSJdc{u
for_honour near Saleh Pat in Sukkur [ Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi fled
on Wednesday. from the custody of anti-corrup-

According 1o police, accused Inam | fion establishment police on
Al was suspicious of the ‘bad charac- Wf;(d"esdnilm Guljranu;a\a oy
ter’ of his wife Nawaban Bibi and |, *€ "“e._Y ﬂh',’ia ';:erﬁ shift-
opened fire at her, killing her on the | 11 Alff'fﬂm ‘-rﬂ i's front rfllnn
spot. After Killing his wife, the accused | Sohail Asghar from ACE police

led the scene Police shified the body | Station to the hospital after the
of the woman to the Rohri Hospital for complaints made by the accused
P

8 r\s_Fhar. R
of feeling 1ll. he Gujranwala anti-corrup-

post-tuinaiy Sources said when the police tion  establishment had. then
van reached near General Bus arrested Sohail Asghar and start-
Islamabad court Stand, some unknown persons ed investigat

intercepted the van, snaiched the
accused and fled away
. Asghar is accused of award-
ing development projects’ con-
tracts to s favourite contrac-
tors after offering a cut to then
chief minister Elahi

It may be mentioned here that
a second case of corruption had
been registered against Pervaiz
Elahi in Gujranwala on Sunds‘z‘.

ceor to the FIR, Elahi
made advance payment worth
Rs20 billion of a contract after

Swindler tricks
blind Moazan, loots
him in Karachi

KARACHI - A swindler has
not even spared a blind
Moazan (Azan reciter) in
Karachi and took away his
mobile phone and money on
Wednesday.

Reportedly. a  trickster
afpmached a hlind Moazan,
Hafiz Amjad. in a mosque in

Pervaiz Elahi, Sohail Asghar,
Tariq, XEN Highway Azmal
Hayal, DEO Ashfag Hamad,
sub-engineer Salman Ahmed
and others had been named in

the case.

The anti-corruption and
police officials had raided the
residence of Pervaiz Elahi in
Lahore to arrest him late on
Friday night. But the police
failed to capture Elahi as he was
not at his home at the time of the
raid INP

approves Imran
Khan's exemption plea
in Toshakhana case

. ISLAMABAD: A district and ses-
sions court in the federal capital on
Wednesday granted one-day_exemp-
tion from appearance to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal  (PTI)  Chairman
fmran Khan in the Toshakhana case

Additional Sessions Judge
Humapm Dilawar approved the pefi-
tion while hearing the case filed by the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) against the former prime minis-
ter over concealing gifts he received
from the Toshakhana

At the outset of the hearing, Mr
l:f\!audhq| requested the judge to

the hearing of the case with-
out any %K)ceedlnqs till May S as lead
counsel Khawaja Harris was not avail-
able. He also filed a plea seeking
exemption for Imran Khan in today’s
hearing, stating that there were securi-
ty threats to his client’s life.

The judge remarked that the PTI
chief could attend the hearing through
video-link if he was unable to come to
Tslamabad i

A lawyer of ECP said the electoral
boedy had announced its verdict in
October last and since then there was
no development in the case.

After hearing arguments, Judge
Dilawar approved the exemption plea
and summoned arguments on the
f;dmlss\hlluy of the ECP case on May

kept reciting Naat while the
trickster opened his Easy Cash
account — and transferred
R533,000 to his own account.
Then he stealthily made his
way out holding Hafiz’s phone
15 hand

The Moazan was still recit-
ing Naat while the accused
Gulistan Johar. He asked him  sped away on his motorcycle
to recite a Naat for him so that  parked outside the mosque.
he could record and upload it The whole episode was
on social media and made it recorded on the CCTV camera
viral of the mosque

Last year, a reference was filed The swindler asked the The Moazan appealed to the
ainst him by lawmakers from the | Moazan to give him his smart higher authorities to take
ruling coalition accusing him of not | phone so that he could record notice of the incident and
?_harm_[g “t‘ne details of gifis he retained | his voice. The Moazan agreed demanded justice.
rom Tosl

akhana in his assets declara-

tions and the Election Commission of

Pakistan (ECP) had concluded in

Qctober last year that the PTI chief

ﬂlﬁnd false siatements regarding the
5

and handed him his mobile
phone.
The poor, gullible Moazan

Afghan citizen
offloaded for travelling
on fake passport

KARACHI: The Fedral
Investigation Agency (FIA)
immigration wing offloaded
an Afghan passenger who was
traveling to Jeddah on fake
passport on Wednesday.

FIA immigration wing con-
ducted a successful operation
at Peshawar Airport in which
an Afghan passenger identi-

Hafiz said that the swindler
told him that his name was
Hassan. INP

gi

The electoral watchdog subsequent-
Iy disqualified him for being dishonest
and corrupt and approached the dis-
trict and sessions court seeking crimi-
nal proceedings against Imran_Khan
for “allegedly misleading officials
about the gifts. [NP

Last month, the Federal
Investigation Agency’'s (FIA)
immigration staff offloaded an
Afghan woman while boarding

ight to France at Peshawar
airport after her passport was
found fake

According to FIA official,
the woman was arrested when
immigration of passengers was
in progress for a flight to
ars.

Positivity ratio soars
as Pakistan posts more
Covid cases

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has regis-
tered another 21 Covid-19 infections
with no fatality but positivity ratio
soared during” the last 24 hours,
showed the data released by the
National Institute of Health (NIHy on | fied as Nacem Aryan, was

ednesday momin offloaded who was traveling to

ng
According to the NIH data, the | Jeddah on a Pakistani pass- He said during immigration

death l"!.lgi%s‘g“ “h”“m“’ g‘"‘"i“?n‘] Lh”f'. port clearance the passenger’s
same at 3 ‘whereas the number of = ra SEE .

e Ly According to the initial Afghan passport was found
[:nl:lr'a“;deﬁ,u,ogfe"f?;hmfflest‘sso‘“s investigation, the passenger fake

Pakistan from
A a day before. The
passenger was handed over to
the F Anti-Human
Trafficking Circle in Peshawar
for further investigation

The passenger, 1dentified by
the FIA as Oman Husna, trav-
elling to France was offloaded
and shifted 1o the FIA's Anti-
Human Trafficking Cell for
further investigation INP

es
During the last 24 hours, 1,780 tests | arrived
were conducted {hroughout Pakista

whereas the positivity tatio soared to

0.72%. The number of patients in crit-

ical care stood at seven )
Long Covid may change brain

One dacoit
killed, 3 fled
during an
police
encounter

OKARAA dacoit was
Killed in an alleged police
encounter on By-Pass
Road near Saddar Police
Station Okara, while his
three accomplices man-
a*zpd ta flee in dark hours
of the night, Police con-
firmed on n:sdg

According to, Okara

olice, the dacoits were
ooting citizens after set-

ting up a blockade on By-
Pass Road near Saddar
Police Station. ce on

receiving a call about this
criminal activity rushed to
reach at the scene. As
police reached near the
dacoits, they opened fire
on police |pany The
police retali and
responded with fire on
dacoits,

The police further stat-
ed that the body of the
deceased suspect has been
shifted to the hospital for
4 post-mortem

Man shot dead
in front of
DHQ
Gujranwala

GUIRANWALA: One
person was shot dead and
another was  seriously
wounded afier unknown
suspects opened fire at
their_car in front of the

istric hospital
Gujranwala, police con-
firmed on Wednesday,

Three people were rid-

in the car and one of
them instantly succumbed
to his wounds after the
attack, while another was

e Rospital, where his
condition_is said 10 be
critical. The third person
in the car remained

unharmed in
incident INP
Fiscal year

2023-24 federal
budget likely on
June 09/10

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Budget, for Fiscal Vesr
2023224 will likely to be
resented on June 09 or
0, sources said on
Wednesday The National
Economic Survey will
likely to be presented on
June 08, Sources said that
the National Economic
Council (NEC) session, to

planning
committee will hold its
session in the mid of May.
The planning coordina-
tion committee will pre-
pare features of the devel-
opment budget INP

coordination

activity, raise depression: Study
_Peop_k with Jong Covid accompa-
nied with neurological svmptoms such
as brain fog have less activity in cer-
tain brain regions normally used for
emory tasks, revealed a study,

The study. published in the journal
Newrology', alsa showed that people
with long Covid have poorer scares on
tests of dexterity and motor endurance
than those without Covid They also
report more negative feelings, such as
anger and sadness, and higher levels
of stress, and they have lower scores
for life satisfaction compared to those
who never had Covid In addition, they
have higher scores for depression,
anxiety, Fatigue and pain than the con-
trol group People in the post-Covid

p who have greater changes in
their brain activity are more likely to
have poorer scores in many of these
symptom domains.

ISLAMABAD:
World Bank Human Development Group Mamta Murthi,

Federal Minister for Education and Professional Tra Rana
Tanveer Hussain welcomed a Senior delegation of World Bank led by the Vice President

election commission,” it pointed out

“The ECP as a constitutional body is entitled to
respect. If the ECP makes a mistake in a decision,
the judiciar

can ask to correct it. The Supreme

Court should refram from interfering with the

ers of the ECP,” it emphasised.

ree and fair elections are not possible due to
the recent political divide. There is a lack of funds
and the shortage of secun'ry personnel. Without a
conducive environment, fres

cannot take place.” it stated.

“The constitutional Llimit of holding elections in
90 days should. no doubt, be enforced. In the
same way, the implementation of the constitution-
al provision of holding free and fair elections 15
also necessary,” 1t pointed out.

“Conducting elections in Punjab will raise
Ruesuons about the transparency of the National

ssembly elections, for the Punjab

e and fair elections

overnment

will be able to influence the National Assembly

number

elections,” it adde:

“Of the 326 seats in the National Assembly. the
of seals Kl
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) is 228 The number of seats of
both provinces in the National Assembly 1s 72

ercent of the entire House. The term’ of the

ational Assembly will end in August The facts
on the ground should be properly assessed.” it
emphasised INP

in_ Punjab and wber

Bilawal Bhutto to leave for India
Thursday to attend SCO moot

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will leave for
India Thursday to attend a meeting of
the _ Shanghai  Cooperalion
Organisation (%L‘DJ in Goa, sources
said Wednesday

FM Bhutto will be the first Pakistani
foreign minister to visit India in nearly
12 years.

According to MOFA sﬁnkzsperson
Mumtaz Zahrah Baloch, Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari will be leading the
Pakistan delegation to the SCO
Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM),
which will take place in the Indian city
of Goa on May 4 and 5.

Pakistan’s foreign minister will also
hold meetings on the sidelines of the
SCO moot during his visit of India.

“Our participation the meeting
reflects Pakistan's commitment to the

IS
Mutairi called

SCO charter and processes and the
importance that Pakistan accords to the
region in its foreign policy priorities,”
Baloch said in a weekly press briefing,

She recalled that Forc;&- Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari had last year in
July also attended the session of the
Council of Foreign Ministers in
Tashkent 7

The foreign minister_atending the
moot on the invitation of current chair-
man of 8C FM Dr S Jaishankar,
India’s Minister for External Affairs

Separately, Foreign Minister Bhutto
also confirmed that he would be
attending the upcoming SCO moot in
India "It will be a gathering of foreign
ministers and [ will go there as a repre-
sentative of Pakistan,” he told
;e})orlers at a press conference in
s

amabad INP
b k|

MABAD: Ambassador of Kuwait to Pakistan Nassar Abdulrahman Al-
on Chairman National Disaster Management Authority

(NDMT\I Lieutenant General Inam Haider Malik at his office.
Over 100 Chinese enterprises,
companies to participate in
Karachi TEXPO

BENING: Over 100 Chinese enter-
prises_and companies are expected to
p[am.cnpale in_the 4th International
extile ?g}“b"“’"‘ also known as

TEXPO 2023, scheduled to be held in
Karachi next month, R

Commercial Counselor, Pakjstan
Embassy B

ing, Ghulam Qadir said on
e y, “Around 70 Chinese enter-
prises have already consented to attend
the TEXPO while over 30 others have
shown interest to participate

He said that the Pakistan Embassy in
Beijing and Pakistan’s Consulates in
Shanghai, GuanF-;hou Chengdu and
Hong Kong would facilitate the partici-
pation an it of Chinese enterprises
and companies. .

“Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) is erganizing TEXPO
2023 from May 26 to 28 af Karachi
Expo Center,” he added.

hulam Qadir said that TEXPO was

Pakistan's largest textile and leather
exhibition providing a platform for local

and international companies dealing in
raw materials to finished products with
globally competitive prices and premi-
um guality.

The theme of this year’s TEXPO is
leading the wag' to sustainability and this
theme 15 a tribute to the efforts of the
ocal and global textile industry that
continues o strive towards ensurin,
compliance with local and internation:
environmental laws ensuring consumer
protestion and eco-friendly practices

He said that TEXPO offers three days
exhibition, business-to-business oppor-
tunities, fashion shows, a desidt_',n studio,
product display, press and media events,
industry visits and business opportuni-
ties seminars.

The products in focus would be appar-
¢l, art and silk synthetic textile, carpets,
denim, fabric varn, finished leather
products, footwear, home textiles, per-
sonal protective equipment, sporiswear,
tents and canvas, textile machinery, tow-
els and many more, he added TN

Larkana murder:
SHC orders recovery
of victim’s body

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court on
Wednesday ordered the police to recov-
er dead body of Larkana youth murdered
and thrown into a canal

DIG Larkana Mazhar Nawaz Shaikh
and SSP Dr Imran were agpeared in the
murder case hearing.in the high cour
bench
. The court also ordered the police for
immediate arrest of murderers of slain
vouth Ali Ahmed Brohi and submit
progress report on June (6. B

e court directed the DIG Police
Larkana to ensure complete ban on
Jirga, “An action should be taken if
socone ty 0 hold s Jiga.” the bench
sai

“A murder FIR has been
and three accused includi
. have been arrested,” DIG
informed the court. B

“It is a Karo-Kar (honour kll]m§)
matter, we fear that the girl will also be

registered
Abdul

killed like :he_ho%‘“ petitioner’s lawyer
said. “Where is the girl,” bench asked
“She is with her parents,”
SSP Larkana replied. .

“The girl is a key witness in this case,
ﬁol\oe have failed 1o provide security to

er,” petitioner’s lawyer said.

The court ordered police to provide
security 1o the girl as well as plaintiff of
the case.

DIG Larkana Mazhar Nawaz Shaikh
and SSP Dr Imran were ﬂgpca{cd in the
murder case hearing in the high court

encl
The court alse ordered the police for
immediate arrest of murderers of slain
youth Ali Ahmed Brohi and submit
progress report on June 06, .
he court directed the DIG Police
Larkana to ensure complete ban on
Jirga, “An action should be taken if
w_rgelope try to hold a Jirga.” the bench
sai




