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Pakistan Today

PPP launches
digital media
platform in
Quetta

ABC Certified
Qureshi says Bilawal's India

visit ‘a real opportunity’ to [|5

raise bilateral i
Bilawal meets Russian
counterpart Lavrov on sidelines
of SCO meeting in India

Foreign Minister  Bilawal 1
Bhutto-Zardari met his Russian
counterpart, ey Lavrov, on
sidelines of ‘the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
Council of Foreign Ministers
meeting in the Indian city of Goa
on Thursday, the Foreign Office
(FO) said.

According to the FO, the two
sters discussed bilat-
nal and international

Syed Al Shah

QUETTA The
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) on  Thursday

matters of mutual interest and
assured each other of working
closely to further deepen cooper-
ation between their countries in
the areas of food secunty, energy
and people-to-people contact.

FM Bilawal
says SCO opened
new vistas of
ceoperation with
Russia.

“The SCO opens new vistas
of cooperation and coordina-
tion with Russia,” the FO state-
ment said.

FM Bilawal reached Goa
earlier today, primarily to
attend the SCO's Council of

evening launched its first
digital media platform in
Quetta, the provincial
capital of Balochistan
h Information
Mi er, Sharjeel Inam
Memon, the head of the
party’s digital media
wing was the chief guest
in uetta
“Today Quetta seems
to be Larkana”, Sharjeel

ﬂngs-wawnF party sup-
porters. A [farge number
of PPP workers carrying
party flags were present

e Insaf (PTI)
called inflicti
to the stabil
motherland

the country, the PPP also
launched its first digital
media platform in Quetta
e charged party work-
ers also chanted full-
throated slogans in_ sup-
ort of the PPP Chairman and

for what he
ng damage
ity _of the

Sharjeel

Memon  said
was a strong

on ‘the occasion. PPP
Balochistan  President,
Mir  Changaiz Jamali,

Rozi Khan Kakar, Sardar

day,
Sarbuland Jogesai and Shaheed

ilawal Bhumo Zardari
and the party’s policies

Haji Ali Madad Jattak, Today
the

ready to
borders.

cies. He said Quetta sounds
a historic  like Larkana today
randson  of  because of the party’s
ulfigar Ali  flags everywhere. "‘}’uu
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5 teachers among 8 killed in Kurram firing
incidents: police

UPPER KURRAM: At least eight peo-
ng including five teachers, were Killed in

hyber Pakhtunkhwa's Upper Kurram
Tehsil, the district administration said
Thursday, in the latest incident of violence
in the northwestern province.

One teacher was
killed during firing
on a vehicle

. Local police said that in the first incident
in Parachinar, which falls in Upper Kurram
and is the capital of Kurram district, a
teacher was killed whilst in a moving vehi-

cle.
SEP&WEIF‘ unidentified gunmen shot
seven peopls, including four teachers, in

==

| the staffroom of Government High School
Tari Mangal. All the educators were at the
buildinﬁ' for performing their exam duties

lhe district administration said the three
others killed were drivers who brought
construction matenals to the school.

Following the shaotings, the authorities
have imposed emergency in all hospitals in
the area.

The location of the school where seven
teachers were shot s

he teacher, named Mohammad Sharif,

whao was killed inside the car also helonﬁd

the same school, said the police. The
teacher was shot while he was travelling on
Shalozan Road

The bodies of those killed were sent to
their ancestral villages for burial, the
administration  added The police are
searching for the killers, but have not been
able to track them down so far.

President Alvi,

PPP's Zardari,

others demand
Jjustice

ens of the area held a
protest over the klllmis in front of the local
Eﬂﬁ_'{ club, School shootings are rare in

akistan. Over 140 people. mostly stu-
dents, were killed in a gun-and-bomb
attack at an amy school in Peshawar in
December 2016 President Dr Anit Al said
that the attack on the teachers by those who
are the enemies of education is con-
demnable Conde mning, the attack, the
head of state expressed grief over the assas-
sination of on-duty teachers. Web Desk

Meanwhile, ¢

Qureshi says Bilawal's India
visit ‘a real opportunity’ to
raise bilateral issues

Former foreign minister Shah

[

Six soldiers martyred in
skirmish with terrorists in
North Waziristan

Sremmeor Tt Bt Saadrys _ NORTH  WAZIRIS- of district_Kohat, 26-
visit to India is important, sa TAN At least six car-old  Sepoy Nazic
that issues between Islamabad Pakistan Army soldiers han, resident of district
New Delhi need to be addressed embraced  martyrdom Bannu, Zs-rem'-nlld

during an exchange of Sepoy Hazrat Bilal, resi-

through dialogue.

fire with terrorisis in

dent of district Mardan,

ureshi’s comments came during
an interview with an Indian media
outlet following Bilawal's visit to
Goa to attend the two-day meeting
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (IE%OJ foreign minis-
ters — scheduled to be held on May
4and 5.

Dirduni, North
Waziristan, the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) reported on
Thursday.

According to the ISPR,
ahead."Qureshi also said that his | the exchange of fire also
party desires peace with India as | left three militants dead
there are no cultural and trade ties | The martyred soldiers
between the two nations. "We need | were identified as 36- i I
1o recognise that we do have out- | year-old Havaldar il A |
standing issues. Web Desk aleem Khan, resident of  district Tank, 37-year-old ~ Naik Javed lgbal, resident

22-year-old sepoys Syed
year-old sepoys

Rajab Hussain, rt_suicnl
of district Orakzai, and
Bismillah Jan, resident of
district Khyber The mili-
tary's media wing stated
that the soldiers fought
gallantly and embraced
martyrdom Read Soldier

are nol opposing the visit, we do
understand that {his is a multilater-
al abligation. As a former foreign
minister, who has been to such con-
claves, this 15 an important visit.
And by all means, you should go

'"High-level' Afghan delegation to visit
Pakistan Today

Ex-FM, who is the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf's (PTI) vice chair-
man, when asked if his party was
opposing the visit, said: "No, we

terrorists. Web Desk

yred in _ Nort
Waziristan Sklrmlslt.' with

Aclmlg Afghan Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan Mumya\,
a high-level delegation to Pakistan tomomrow (Friday), the Mi
Foreign Affairs said Thursday
The delegation will remain in Pakistan from May 5 to 8, the Foreign
Office said in a statement, with the visit coming almost a month after a
h;glp—]avel delegation from Islamabad visited Kabul, e _
he Kabul delegation will include Acting Afghan Minister for
Commerce and Industry Haji Nooruddin and senior officials from
the Afghan Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Transport, S
Apart from holding bilateral meetings, the acting Afghan foreign minis-
ter will also participate in the 5th China-Pakistan-Afghanistan Trilateral
Foreign Ministers’ Dialogue on May 6

State Councilor and Foreign Minister of
China Qin Gang will also participate in the
Trilateral Foreign Minister’s Dialogue

Afghan foreign minister
continue political engagement
with Pakistan

""The visit of the acting Afghan foreign minister is a continuation of
Pakistan's political RJrlncess with Afgh , which, inter
alia, included visit of Pakistan's ister of State for Foreign Affairs to
Kabul on 29 November 2022 and visit of a high-level dele%anun led by the
Defence Minister of Pakistan to Kabul on 22 February 2023 " the FO said.

During the visit, the two sides will review the entire spectrum of bilatral
relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan in the political, economic,
trade, mnnectivi'!sy. peace and security, and education domains. The For
eign Office said Pakistan is desirous of a peaceful. prosperous, stable and
connected Afghanistan and reiterates its commitment to pursue continucus
and practical engagement with the interim Afghan government Web Desk
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Why not books,
if food can be

QUETTA VOICE

delivered at homes

“Why not books, if food items can be delivered to homes”, Shakoor

Baloch, a committed young student said. Mr. Baloch and other youn
sters of Quetta’s Sariab Road area have established the “ReadersClu!

to provide free books to people in general and students in particular.

Sitting 1n a mud and brick-walled room located in one of the con-
gested poor neighborhoods of Quetta, Shakoor Baloch, Amjad Baloch,
and their colleagues are committed to promoting the book reading cul-

ture.

Bicycle is econamical, we cannot afford petrol: Amjad Baloch

“We deliver books by bicycle”, Amjad Baloch, another student with

a black-bushy beard said. Petrol limces are high, we cannot afford fuel
th

and therefore, deliver books on

e bicycle, he mentioned.

Reads Club has gathered around 700 books so far. Currently, the

club has dro}gped over 400 books at various homes in various parts of
alochistan province, “Our aim is to promote book read-

Quetta and

ing culture and people are excited to read books”. Shakoor Baloch

stated

Volunteers delivering books at homes
The number of volunteers for this campaign is around one dozen.
Most of them are students and an education lover has temporarily

handed over the mud and brick-walled room to ensure the success of

the initia

e.
No official encouragement or support so far

“No contact by am

Shakoor Baloch stated.

ﬁovern ment_offi

al or any poli
e said the Readers’ Club was i

support since the demand for reading books was growing and they

were unable to meet

In Balochistan, various orgamizations have established libraries to
promate book reading culture and open new vistas of knowledge and
information for the students

Students have already established libraries in the Balochistan dis-
trict of Kech, Gwadar, and other areas. Daily thousands of students
from various parts of the province visit libraries.
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tical party”
dire npeef? of

Formation of Pakistan
Peoples Party, its aims and
objectives

the creation of the
Pakistan People’s Party.

The history of the PP
full of struy

le and sacri-
fices, which makes it the
People’s Party. The first
founding convention of
the party was held on }he

ments for approval in the
same meeting, X

. The aims and objec-
tives of the party forma-
tion were to call for a
socialist  change in
Pakistani society.

The ultimaté goal of
the party policy was to
create a classless societ
which was possible in our
circles only  through
socialism.

Zulfigar Al Bhutto
made tempestuous visits
to all corners of the coun-
try. While speaking at a
Euhhc_ meeting at Lahore
Mochi arwaza, the
People’s leader, in his
speech af 3 haurs and 10
minutes, shed light on
Islamic socialism,

mdgh: elween

30th and December st
1967 at Dr. Mubasher
Hussain's residence at

Gulberg, Lahore
Thi rimary  manu-
the party had
by * Shaheed
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, J A
Rahim, and Dr. Mubasher
Hussain, and was final-
ized afier a lengthy dis-
cussion. The participants
in this convention were
aware that they would
create a new life for the
le of this land and
thus presented the docu-

and feudalism

At that time, Zulﬁlf‘ir
Ali Bhutto canvinced the
nation with arguments
that  society — should
embrace Islamic social-
1sm and demaocracy as the
foundation stones for a
pmiuesswe State.

He knew that these
were the things upon
which our future genera-
tions would have walked
with pridefulness,

These sentences of
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto have

ecome & part of our his-

torical politics ;

1- Tslam is our religion

2- Democracy is our
politics,

3- Socialism
economy.

4. The source of power
is the People’s strength
5. ar:;rdom is our
wish. (Added by Shaheed
Benazir Bhuro the fifth

oint).  Zulfigar  Ali

hutto said he had made
a public manifesto to
bri revolutionary
changes to Pakistani soci-
ety. _He implemented
agrarian reforms o slack-
en the grip of feudal
lords, improve the eco-
nomic welfare af labor-
ers, and established social
security system to pre-
vent capital accumula-

is our

tion.

Besides, the acknowl-
edgment  of laborers’
rights under the constitu-
i e self-respect

racy 10 the country by
providing an interim’ con-
Stitution
Then the parliament
headed by the PPP major-
ity gave the 1973 consti-
tution, which was the first
unified national constitu-
tion of the country after
its creation. That was the
first wrinten pact of the
Pakistani nation, which
remains poignani as a
thomn for martial law
mposers. Quaid-¢-Aweim
als%llai]d the foundation
e Party’s news: T
'Musawal'y to ad?;r?s«a
his party policies. Today,
the anx formed
uaid-e-Awam  Zulfigar
li Bhutto has echoed in
the four corners of
land and will continue to
resonate in the atmos-

here o Pakistan
ulfikar Ali Bhutto stood
alive in_the form of

e

Murtaza Bhutto Shaheed.
in the character of Shah
Nawaz Shaheed, and in
the silhouette of Benazit
Bhutto, the manyred of
democracy. .

Bhuttos personality is
performed on the world’s
stage today in the form of
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

His achievements as a
leader of the opposition
in the National Assembly,

By Bashir Nichari

and as Foreign Minister
of Pakistan n a short
span of 7 months are
remarkable.

Bhuttoism is still used
as a political term even
by Bhutta's opponents in
this country to gain pub-
lic su?pon.

In fact, throughout the
olitical ~ history ~ of
akistan, the Pakistan

General Elections and
practical measures
for the welfare of the
population  and  the
progress of Pakistan.

e country has seen
long, dark days of dicta-
torial  regimes The
tyrants tried to derail
emocracy agan  and
again by usurping peo-
ple’s mandate. This bitter
truth must be remem-
bered by our nation.

No great leader of
South Asia can compete
with Zulfigar Ali Bhufto’s
anicm insight. The love
or people and democracy
that Shaheed Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto instil among
the pol workers
should never be lost,
Formation of the Pakistan
People’s Party and its
aims and objéctives By
Bashir Nichari

Gaming out a

Ammar Habib Khan

Pakistan has been in a

precipice of default for
the last few months, des-
Eeme\y seeking external
elp, enacting draconian
policies, while refusin;
to initiate any structural
reforms

About mne months
back, when the global
commedity cycle was
easing out, and interest
rates were increasing
globally, ample warn-
Ings were given for some
course correction. An
expected increase in
interest rates globally
was a harbinger of :|§hl-
ening in global liquidity,
making it difficult o
rellover existing debt, or
raise fresh debt in a time
of global macroeconom-
ic instability.

he warnings that
were doled out in the
first half of 2022 went
unheeded, and the fiscal
profligacy of the govern-
ment_continued without
any thought of potential
umintended conse-
quences. The sovereign
continued with its fiscal-
Iy irresponsible ways,
while the central bank
continued to encourage
such rmﬂigacy through
stimulative. monetary
actions, even though the
situation called for an
accelerated reduction in
fiscal deficits, and to put
the house in order.

The government
refused to expand the
taxation base, and when
someone tried to do the
same, they were quickly

shown the door. As the
taxation base remained
largely unchanged, real
growth In tax revenues is
negative as inflation far
outpaces any growth in
tax revenues.

Precious time was
wasted, and is still being
wasted. The govern-
ment, and the usual sus-
pects, continue 1o pre-
tend that they are living
in an environment where
interest rates globally
are zero, and we are
flushed with liquidity,
and the country may get
a bailout yet another
time  Such stubborn
behaviour has led to an
illusion that the country
may get vet another [ifé-
line. But it may not be
forthcoming anytime
soon, as we have seen
lately with considerable
delays in the resumption
of the IMF programme —
something ~ that could
have been done about six
months back,

Since we did not do
any course cofrection
earlier, and continue to
believe in unicorns, the
chickens are now com-
ing home to roost. The
central bank — the State
Bank of Pakistan -
inereased the policy rate
to its highest ever level
of 20 per cent, and still
we are in a deep negative
real rate region, signify-
ing potential for another
round of interest rate
hike. As the interest rate
increases, so does the
cost of borrowing, and
the government is the
largest borrower in the
country.

Government borrow-

ing makes up almost 70

er cent of the country’s
anking assets. Over the
Eaam, the government
as completely crowded
out private-sector credit,
as it borrowed ta plug
perennial fiscal deficits
The government bor-
rows through the bank-
ing system through a
mix of treasury ﬁ-lts.
bonds, sukuks, and other
instruments, as well as
through its various
owne entities
Government borrowing
through various modes,
whether directly, or indi-
rectly is more than Rs22
trillion. The government
through its inefficient
commodity procurement
programmes has_also
accumulated significant
debt to support ill-con-
ceived Su?pcrl. rices —
the cost of which is also
borne by the taxpayer.

As interest rates
increase, so will the cost
of borrowing, and inter-
est payments on that
debt. The government
will continue to print
more money to pay
interest on the accrued
debt, and create more
debt in the process. It is
estimated that 1f interest
rates in¢rease more and
the government does not
plug its deficit, almost
two-thirds of the govern-
ment budget will inad-
vertently go  towards
servicing debt.

Such a rapid growth in
debt servicing require-
ments will squeeze away
any room for develop-
mental expenditure. As

default

inflation is expected to
top 40 per cent, there
will be a pressure to
increase  government
wages, and pensions.
This will increase the
expenditure side. and
lead to further deficits.

In the absence of any
lan to reduce fiscal
deficit, the ability of the
sovereign to keep plug-
ging the deficit with debt
15 quickly eroding. As
debt repayments become
unsustainable, the next
best option is a move
towards restructuring of
debt, often referred to as
default. A scenario
which is already in play
in countries like Sri
Lanka, Ghana, and
Zambia. The common
thread between all 15 a
coterie of overconfident
policymakers. An event
that “we could have
avoided, and may still
avoid, but absence of a
plan, and the sheer
aloofness of those at the
helm continues to push
the population of 230
million to a complete
economic disaster.

debt  becomes
unsustainable, a poten-
tial restructuring may be
in order, and that would
be cither deferral of
interest payment that the
government has to make
on its debt, or a potential
haircut  (reduction in
amount), on the debt that
is payable to different
debt holders.

In the local context,
commercial banks are
the biggest holders of
local government debt,
wherein they use deposi-

tor money to lend to the

overnment. In  case
there is a haircut on debt,
the commercial banks
will have to take signifi-
cant losses as wel
which may affect sol-
vency of many banks,
and “would shake the
foundations of the finan-
cial sector at large. Any
such event can potential-
Iy lead 10 muluple bank
runs, something  that
should be avoided at all
costs

If a potential restruc-
turing event happens,
that will also make other
government or govern-
ment-banked assets sus-
ceptible to restructuring,
which would basically
mean all of the power
sector — as the govern-
ment continues to be the
single buver of power,
and has issued sovereign
guarantees 10 cover nsk
of many power projects
Potential restructuri
on that end would fus
ther stress an already
precaricus circular debt
scenano.

There isn’t much time
left to do course carrec-
tion. Any further delays
in consolidating our fis-
cal position, and believ-
ing in illusions, will
push the country and its
population  over the
edge. This is a dooms-
day scenario that can
surl be  avoided
Consolidation right now
can lead to a few tough
months, but can save the
country from a tough
decade that may follow
in case more time is
wasted

the ‘prdinary person, the
eradication  of  social
inequality, and the essen-
paints in the basic manu-
seript. People’s leader
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto took
But after only a few
menths, he gave democ-
Talking
the PDM-coali-
tion government
and ~ the PTI
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi's
residence in Lahore.
Irrespective of the out-
cal opponents have agreed
10 disagree amicably is
welcome news amid all the
derails the much-awaite
negotiations, The current
dialogue is mainly about
and manners of ec-
ns for the national and
provincial  assemblies
gramme and the next feder-
ere also on the
table in relation 1o the elec-
PDM and PTI have not
ignored Pakistan’s econo-
my in these talks — even if
ing teams on both sides
must have read the recently
released reports of the
IMF on Pakistan's eco-
nomic outlook, Painting a
bleak picture of the econo-
have cut their GDP growth
estimates for Pakistan for
the current fiscal year (end-
tvely i
They have also high-
lighted the chronic prob-

tial honer of vote were
over the leadership of a
T he ongoing
have sury
come of these talks, the
political chaos. Both sides
the constitutional provis
However. sources say that
tions,
economy was not their
Asian Deyelopment Bank,
my, the three intemational
ing on June 30) fo 0.6, 0.4
lems olding back

like grown-ups

growth. These problems
include unsustainable debt.
weak external position
(balance of paymenis crisis
or dollar deém‘l}. and struc-
tural issues such as low
productivity, poor gover-
nance, weak institutions,
energy shm’!r\‘ges.I and

By Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

pramme seems difficult,
especially in the existing
scenario where Pakistani
polity is divided across all
possible fissures. Let us
recap why concluding the
ongoing IMF programme
has become so g

With considerable delay

social
Besides. they have cau-
tioned that political and
security  troubles  in
Pakistan  scare  away
investors and create uncer-
tainties (for development
ers, lenders, and citi-

. includin;
Economist  Intelligence
Unit, have quoted political
unceriainty as a major nisk
to  Pakistan's economic
revival,
But we do not have to
rely on external reports fo
assess the state of the econ-
omy of Pakistan. The
Ministry of Finance also
issues its monthly
‘Economic Update and
Outlook” {ELO).
Incidentally, the punchline
of the latest EUO for April
20123 ~ “Pakistan’s econo-
my is still facing si
cant challenges character-
ized by high mflation and a
slowdown in economic
aclivity”™ — endorses the
IFIs” outlooks for Pakistan,
The MoF urges the govem-
ment to follow an effective
revenue mobilization {tax
collection) and cautious
expenditure management
sirategy. The EUO con-
cludes” “Successful com-
pletion of [the] IMF pro-
gram will pave the way 1©
attract e capital
inflows, furiher stabiliza
tion in the exchange rate
and alleviating the infla-
tionary pressure.”

owever, successfully
completing the IMF pro-

an,
Pakistan has taken most of
the committed fiscal con-
solidation and monetary
tightening measures for the
ninth review of the IMF’s
ongoing programme. The
current historically high
headline inflation and con-
sequent high-interest rates
are the side-effects of those
measures.

Staff-level  agreement
er the review
mission’s visit_has been
pending since February 9.
The SLA is conditional on
financial assurances and
timely rollovers from bilat-
eral lenders (friendly states
like China, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE), The
rollovers ot considerably
delayed for various rea-
sons. One was the emerg-
ing geopolitical and geoe-
conomic realignments in
the region. Another was the
ongoimng tug-of-war
between political oppo-
nents and the infighting
amang and between consii-
tutional  institutions  in
Pakistan,

Thanks to the consistent
follow-up, most probably
from the powers that be,
financial assurances worth
$4  billion have been
arranged with the bilateral
lenders. According 1o the
IMF, the iusrms manci
needs are $7 billion, while
the Pakistani side. encour-
aged by uced current
account deficit, calculates
it to $5 billion. The two are

Teach

By most accounts,
2023 seems to be election
year for Pakistan. In that
case, all political parties
will prepare their mani-
festos and go into elec-
tioneering mode. Media,
civil saciety and even
nival political parties will
scan the manifestos and
raise questions on many
of their salient features.
However, what all polin-
cal parties must add an
what all political parties
must talk about 1 the idea
and plan of educating the
cirls of Pakistan

The most important
task for any political
party 1s to focus on the
more than 23 million eut-
of=school children. This
13, Izgcno means, a small
number at all. This means
a catastrophic future if
this untapped and wasted
human resource isn’t edu-
cated. Girls continue to
stand out as the larger
percentage of the millions
of out-of=school children.
This requires a gl stu-
dent specific policy and
action.

A ‘Beti Parhao, Mulk

Bachao _ Programme’
across Pakistan is the
need of the hour. Such a
programme should be at
the_ forefront of every
olitical party’s mani-
esto and election cam-
paign. [t should be
designed to encourage,
retain and populanize
female education on_ a
war footing, Aggressive
and in-your-face media
campaigns  promotin
education for the gl
child and its benefits to
the girl herself, her fami-
Iy, her future and the
country itself, should be
planned and execut

This campaign has 10

be done in local/ regional
languages and the state
apparalus needs to be
used to drive this thought
vehemently into the hous-
es and minds of the coun-
try. The focus on female
education in manifestoes
and election campaigns is
just a starting point. The
idea 15 to take this noise
into parliament and pov-
emment offices once m
r even when in

n
olitical parties need to
treat women’s education
as a priority not just for
the optics but alsé for the
needs of this country,
Pakistan  has wastéd
enough of more than half
of its workforce in the
name of shame, honour,
religion, social pressures,
economic survivals and
%olmcal negligence
oday’s Pakistan should
not_éven see this as an
option but a compulsary
task that we are already
late on Y :
The financial, social
and polifical opportunity
cost of not educating our
women has been disas-
trous to put it mildly. It
has been the root cause of
many social and econom-
ic issues of the country
today. Thus it is time ©
deliberate upon it and
chalk out what can be
done and how it can be
done to promote educa-
tion for the girls in

Pakistan.

The first phase of the
campaign ]
women's education is to
create its need and its
importance in lhessyctne
of the nation. TV “dra-
mas/plays need to create
that  powerful
through  shows
emphasize the positive

the girl child

results of how parents can
fight stale traditicnal and
social impediments while

educating their daughters
Powerful scripts need to
be written to show how a
il getting education can
do wonders for her fami
Iy and the country at
large. Strong female char-
acters can also be used to
show this. Even films can
have a similar impact
where good stories can
leave a lasting impact
especially on fathers and
b and perhaps
even mothers wha oppase
or restrict female edlfw

tion.

Another method of
p'\am.m'g the need or
desire for girls to be edu-
cated 13 10 use the elee-
trome and digital media

romoting short, crisp

impactful messages
through popular celebri-
ties 1n both the national
and regional languages. kt
is pertinent to use local
success stories as well as
national success stories of
Pakistani girls achieving
milestones 1n various sec-
tors and fields across the
country, People listen to
celebrities and men and
women who have Eopular
following should be used
for this national cause
_ Pakistan has one of the
highest teledensity foot-
print and it will bé crimi-
nal if it were not used for

become almost as impor-
tant as traditional literacy.

Bangladesh is reaping
the benefits of a higher
literacy rate and reducing
gender-hased discrimina-
tion. It is the second
largest source of online
workers, according to a
study by the Oxford
Internet Institute (OIT), a
multidisciplinary
research and _teachin,
wing of the Universi
Oxford. The result of the
study put Bangladesh just
below India and on top of
the United States. India,
the largest overall suppli-
er of online Iaburcrs'prv-
vides 24 per cent of the
total global online work-
ers lowe, by
Bangladesh with 16 per
cent and the US with 12
er cent

All of this is doable
and achievable in
Pakistan only if we chalk
outa plan o apply dital
technologies through for-
cign as well as home

rown companes and
en target the girls at
homes of physically chal-

lenged girls not having
access to schools or for
that matter even adult
women sitting in homes
and not allowed 1o step
out of their homes. This
revolution can be trans-
mitted into their minds

civic sense ete. Improved
internet and bandwidth
service needs to be a pri-
arity for the government.
The Cowvid-1 c

mation, with digital tech-
nologies now being wide-
Iy Used for leaming
Digital  literacy  has

directly without any hur-
dle. Pakistan must use

hnology to enhance
female literacy,

Ancther channel to
provide skills and not just
education to our girls can
be made by crealing all-
female incubation centres
across the country to
teach them the art of
entrepreneurship — and
allow them to create their
own businesses in what-

ever their specialty is.
The incubation can be led
by women entrepreneurs
who can create teams to
help women/ girls discov-
er their dreams and tal-
ents even at a basic scale.
These incubation centres
can be financed and man-
aged through a_publi
private partiiership, inclu-
overseas
Pakistanis, venture capi-
tal firms and multination-
al companies. 3
However, nothing will
replace the need for phys-
ical schools for %gﬂs i
close prommué/ ittered
across the landscape of
this country. Nothing will
match_ the heavy invest-
ment in female teachers
to teach these future
Pakistamis  and  m
something out for them
These alone will require
special funds, monitoring
execution and then reflec-
th of the process
Pakistan's total spendi
(federal and provincial)
on education 15 1.4 per
cent of its GDP, com-
pared to India’s 2.9 per
cent, and an_average of
4.0 per cent of the GDP in
outh Asia. Here again
medpm,a(e sector can be
used so that their training
d best practices can be
used to help government
school teachers and class-
rooms 1o reach certain
benchmarks of quallrr
ook

_ All of this may
impossible today, But
with a determined |eader/

leadership, wamen’s can
be heavily prioritized and
tall targels can be sig
posted and achieved over
time, It will be a long,
cumbersome_and humgy
Journey but 1t will all be
worth it only if we stay
focused.

some of the significant
defeated nation in 1971,
talks _berween

the avoidable raid Ug
mere fact that these politi-
should ensure that nothing
sions regarding the liming
the IMF ongoing pro-
1t is gaod to see that the
main agenda. The negotiat-
the World Bank, and the
financial institutions (IFls)
and 0.5 per cent, respec-
Pakistan’s economic
An

few real-
D Ede
sider the extent
of suffering
inflicted by the
. current e
¢ crisis on the major-
n the country, The
starvation, the depriva-
tion, the lack of health-
care, the children being
pulled out of school, the
mothers gnmﬁ without
food so their children can
eat - it all makes for a pic-
ture that is so sad it 1s hard
even into
Dickensian times or to
picture it in true reality,
Few of us have seen a
child who is literally so
undernourished that he or
she can barely walk or
move around in any fash-
ion. This, though, is the
ugly truth that Pakistan
hides and refuses to talk
about it, insisting it wall
soon receive an_ I\
bailout and _sufficient
funds from friends to
enable it to receive the
tranche it continues to

na
ity

wait
The reality, though, is
that Pakistan should be
considering that it has
wery few friends left in the
world " Pakistan’s
reqstrategic importance in
a\ewmld has declined and
it really has no reason for
others to consider bailing
it oul in times of n
such a5 the one we face
now. This, of course, is
entirely our own fault
While India has, over the
years concentrated and
actively worked on build-
ing for itself an image as
“Shining India’, ‘Growin;
India’ and other phrases o!
the same effect. Pakistan
has not really moved in

invisible
country

this direction. The result is
that when people think
about the country, they
only imagine violence,
They do not of course see
the real face of Pakistan or
the faces of the majority
of peaple who do not actu-
ally support militancy.
kistan also seems to
be a country that has lost
all sense of direction and
reason. The stormy battles
we see being  fought
between institutions, with-
i institutions and just
beyond their doars leave
us all wondering as to how
the country is fo survive,
There are already fore-
casts that it will slrugﬁle
very hard to do so and that
the’ coming two to three
years will be extremely
difficult ones. The fact
that we have failed to
invest in our resources —
mcluding human
resources — and have not
educated people leaves us
especially vulnerable to
the sea of ftroubles that
now heads our way.
Other nations  have
fared so much better even
if they lie at a short dis-
tance from us and are
located within South Asia.
The union of Saarc
nations, which should
have formed the center-
iece for developing
South ia has never
come about and the battles
et New Delhi and
Islamabad are obvious
major contributor to this,
The government in New
Delhi at the moment
makes it extremely
unlikely that there will bei
; i

there is some indication
that the Shehbaz Sharif
government is eager to do
E

0.

Our country is in s0
many ways so secret that
nobody knows the full
scale of the horrors that lie
within it. We do not hear
about the coal miners,
including children, who
lose their lives in
Balochistan and in other

laces across the country.

e need to make our

country more visible and
more open. We need to
show that Pakistan is &
country that can build a
future” for jtself But the
question of course is how
and through what means
this can happen. For most
of us, there are many
questions and too few
answers.
The start should come
with_education and the
rebuilding of govemment
chools. Of course, it
requires money but it has
to come from somewhere.
Many of us can consider
how " this could be man-
aged by cutting into some
features which take up the
massive percentages ol
the national budget We
can see in the annual
budgetary pie how this
happens and what features
we are talking about.
Change has to come and
come quickly. The majori-
ty of people in Pakistan,
such as the workers who
no longer protest their
rights because they have
no ability to do so with the
crushing of unions, need
this change. There should
be some

any swift
the fortune or ability 1o
maneuver a basic point of
agreement, even though

as
to how we reached the
stage and why. So far no
one has really
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VP FPCCI, Ambassador to Japan
discuss bilateral ties, holding of
exhibition of Pakistani products

ISLAMABAD.  Vice
President Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
ammtce and [ndustry
rPC(‘% Chairman
apital Office, Islamabad
Mr. Amin Ullah Baig and
the  Ambassador  of
Pakistan _to Japan Raza
Bashir Tarar discussed
Pakistan-Tapan bilateral
rrade and the holdi
an exhibition of Pak
uct< in Japan, high-
ghting the investment &
luunsm opportunities in
Pakistan.

Tn his meeting with the
ambassador eld  at
Pakistan  Embassy in
Tokyo, Japan, the Vice
President FPCCI said that
Pakistan has great poten-

tial for economic growth,
strategic location, fertile
land, manpower and natu-
ral resources such as cop-

available resources and
favourable  conditions,
Pakistan has a big poten-
tial for development in
the future, he added.
min Ullah Baig
emphasized that Pakistan
and Japan both possess
huge natural resources
which can be utilized for
the enhancement of bilat-
etal trade. He also told
that there is huge poten-
tial for_the export of
Pakistani rice, textile,
seafood, sports goods,
agro-based producis and

there is a need for direct
interaction between the
traders of both countries.

Ambassador of
Pakistan to Japan Raza
Bashir_ Tarar d the
role of the FFCCI in the
romotion  of  rade
ctween the two coun-
tries, saying, “There are
excellent trade relations
between Pakistan and
Japan and have scope for

further  growth,© He
expressed ~ that  the
Pakistani  mission  in
Japan works for the
enhancement of trade
between the two un

tries. He also higl lgh
the trade potential and
focused on person-to-per-
son interaction INP

ISLAMABA

ter for Finance and Revenue, Senator Mohammad

Finance Division.

Colleagues ‘confess’ to shooting fellow

A World Bsuk dclcgntmn hendcd by Mamta
President of the World Bank for Human D

held a

Three killed,
10 injured as

passenger van
overturns in
Hyderabad

HYDERABAD: At least three
people were killed and 10 others
injured when 3 passcager van
turned turtl a due to over speeding

to details, the acci-
dent took place on Indus Highway
Murthi, Vice | near wn.‘»"and area of Hyderabad

with

dead over ‘fake’ robbery

KARACHL:  The

week-old

Karachi
police claim to have solved a
murder case and

men also reac

of the injured man and two other
ched there and
shifted him to a hospital in their

ing his security duty
rate of the farmhouse, while

where a reckless driven passenger
van averturne

Three passengers were killed on
the spot in the accident while 10
others sustained injuries

odies and injured were

shifted to hospital where condition
of five wounded passengers was
stated to be critical and it was
feared that death toll could raise
further INP

Ishaq Dar, at

at the main

Pakistan’s exports to Central
Asian countries grow in
MIFY23: WealthPK

nas, a clerk, and another secu-
rity guard, Rah Bakhsh,
were present ms\dc

Yaseen further told the police
he received a call from Anas that
Zubair had received a_bullet
wound Along with his son

Robbers deprive
citizen of
Rs0.9m during
broad day light

vehicle where doctors Ipro-
nuunu:d him dead on arrival
n further said the father,

declared that two men gunned
down their fellow at a farm-
house, tried to implicate him in a
fake robbery case and also tried Muhammad Yaseen, claimed his
1o dispose of the hcdr son was not a dacoit and had

o hccording 1o deails, oo April  been murdered by Anas and
another man, Raheem Bakhsh,

0, police received a call on Jahanzaib and nephew
ISLAMABAD:Pakista current fiscal year while months (July-March) of thelr 15 helpline about a 'dm:ml over unknown reasons. Mehmood, he immediately BUREWALA: Armed robbers
n’s_exports o the Central  recording a trade deficit the current fiscal year | being killed at a farmhouse in Police took both the suspects  reached the farmhouse ;narched nine lakh rupees cash
Asian countries grew by  with Turkmenistan showed a substantial | the Bakhshapur area of Memon  into custody and shifted them to Upon reaching the spot, they "'0"‘ 3 c““’m}l during broad day
33 percent during the first During the period increase compared to the | Goth, Karachi the police station. The Memon  saw Anas and Raheem standinj '5“' injured him upon resistance
nine months  (July- under review, Pakistan same period last year According to the informer, Goth police registered a case  near his injured son with eac fled the scene here on
\gan ) of the current secured a prominentposi-  The total exports to | later identified as Anas, the ‘sus- under sections 302 (murder) and  carrying Thursday

According to details, a citizen
identified as Abdul Rafeh hailin;
from Fine City went to Nationa
Saving Centre, Allama Igbal road

o
Year FY22-23,
reﬂchmg $](\() 205 mil-
ion ‘)amd o
$124 774 million during

tion as the primary
exporter of goods to
Kazakhstan, among other
Central Asian countries.

Uzbekistan during lh|s
period reached $64

million, m1rl.|n% aslgmf
icant nise of 5. 7 mil-

pect’ was shot dead while he was
;tcalm;E solar panels. Memon
Cioth Station House Officer
Akram Arain claimed that a

4 (commeon intention) against
lhe two on the complaint of
Yaseen.

Yaseen clarmed that on see]:s
them there, the two suspecs I
from the scene. They shifted an

the corresponding period
of the
reports
ecording to the data

released by the State
Bank of Pakistan, exports
to azakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Turkmenistan  experi-
enced a remarkable surge
on year-over-year (YoY)
basis. The figures indi-
cate that in March 2023,
exports 1o these countries
reached $35.742 million,
reflecting a_substantial
increase of 2 mil-
lion in comparison with
$5.440 million recorded
in March 2022

Imports from Central
Asian countries amount-
ed to 322623 million
from July to March in the
current ~ fiscal  year
Nevertheless, Pakistan
managed 1o maintain a
lmde suuplus. with the

21 reaching.
$143.582 million

Notably, Pakistan reg-
istered a trade surplus
with Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Tajikistan dun§ the
first nine months of the

o
e g

ISLAMABAD:

Exports to Kazakhstan
increased by 413 percent
Yo, with an export value
of $12.864 million in
March 2023, compared
with $2.508 million dur-
ing the same month of the
Previous year.

However, there has
been a ecline in
Pakistan's exporls  fo
Kazakhstan during the
nine months of the cur-
rent fiscal year, with sota\

Xporls  amounting
$72.423 million. This i m .’l
significant decrease from
the $BB.096 million

recorded during the same
peried in the previous fis-
cal year re] rssemmg a
decling mil
lion. Despue this declme

e trade surplus during

that period  stood at
$68.074 million  with
Kazakhstan

Exports to Uzbekistan
n March 2023 amounted
to $11.419 million com-
pared to the same month
m the previous fiscal
year, where exports stood
at $2.352 million.

owever, lhe overall
exports to  Uzbekistan
duning the first mne

L-eneral lnum Haltler Malik

lion from the previous
wear’'s figure of $31.550
million, Moreover, duning
this nine-month pen
the trade surplus amount-
ed to $52.554 million.
Pakistan experien
significant _surge
exports o Ta]ﬂ.mmn
March 2023
with the mehme rame
in the previous year. The
recorded  exports  for
March 2023 amounted to
$5.871 million against
$u 298 million in March

a

ey e, exports
Pak:slun to
Tajikistan from July to
March of the current fis-
al year demonstrated a
remarkable growth of 671
percent, reaching $19 980
million compared to
$2.590 million during the
corresponding
the last vear
a trade surplus
of $16 718 million with
Tajikistan

xports to Kyrgyzstan
remained at $5.519 mil-
lion in March 2023

against $0 282 million
during the same month of
the previous fiscal INP
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AJK leadership slams
holding G-20 meeting
in Srinagar

MUZAFFARABAD:
The Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) leader-
ship has strongly con-
demned India’s decision
10 hold a meeting of the
G-20 Tourism Working
Group on May 22-24 in
Srinagar, the capital of
Occupied Jammu  and
Kashmir.

AJK Prime Minister
Ch. Anwar-ul-Hag n a
statement  1ssued m
Muzaffarabad
Thursday, while refemnn
10 the disputed nature of
the Kashmir issue, said
that India’s contentious
decision to host the G-20
Summit event in the
oceupied termitory was a
flagrant violation of the
United Nations' Security
Couneil resolutions and
the Nations”
Charter and intemnational
law He made 1t clear that
such actions could not

hide the reality of Jammu
and Kashmir. “Kashmir is
an mternationally recog-
nized conflict that has
been pending on the
agenda of the United
Wations’ Security Council

for more than seven
PM said,
(hal India_cannot

hoodwink Ihc world com-
munity by using such tac-
tics. The Prime Minister
said that by hosting an
international conference
in Srinagar, New Delhi
cannot_deflect the atten-
tion of the internabional
community away from
Kashmir that has been
reeling under relentless
oppression for the past
several years.Urging
Muslim countries, who
are currently members of
the Group™ 20, to take
effective notice of the
worsening pelitical and
human nghts situation in

the re%xou Anwar ul Hag
said that Muslim_coun-
ries of the G-20 Turkey,
Indonesia, Saudi Arabia

should  boycott  the
upcoming event being
hosted in

Refamm, to the Indian
government’s nefanious
ﬂeslgns in the region, the
PM said that India was
trying to mislead the
world and hide ground
realities by hosting a high
profile event in Jammu
and Kashmir, the disput-
ed terpitory which it had
occupied illegally against
Wic wizhes oF peopie/of
the territory. He said that
the Indian swverrlmenl
unilaterally and illegally
changed the special status
of Kashmir in August
2019, in brazen vielalion
of the UNSC resolutions.
He said that it was high
time that the member
countries.INP

police party led by him immedi-
ately reached the 5pot after a few
mmutcs of receiving the call.

a 20-year-
unconscious in an
injured condition at the farm-
house Moments later, the father

said they saw
old rmm lying

Islamabad police warn PTI workers |
against violating section 144

The former prime minister
and PTI chairman Imran Khan is The
set to appear before a two-mem
bench headed by C| hief

ISLAMABAD:
olice  Thursday

Islamabad

warned
akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
workers against violating sec-

the day.

ber

In his statement to
Yaseen claimed he worked at
HR farmhouse as a gatekeeper.
He was not feeling well on April
29 and sent hus son, Muhammad
Zubair, as his replacement for

He said Zubair was perform-

olice,
the

injured Zubair to a nearby pri-
vate healthcare center,
doctors pronounced him

SHO Arain claimed that bolh
Anas and Raheem confessed to

Veharl Bazaar to deposit ca;ll
However, on_ the way, two

armed motorcyclists snatched bag

with 900,000 rupees cash from

where

the murder However, they him, .sh?i him injured and sped the
scene of enme
claimed, Subait was shot dead | *C0{ired was shifted to THO

into the THC.

impos

i ls\am?'bad a
spokesperson said section 144 is
in the city and any kind

Hospital for treatment and police
after registering a case into the
started an
m\eslmmmnlNP

SAPM criticizes
superior judiciary over
“lopsided judgmenis™;
interference in politics

police

fion 144 in the federal capital Justice Aamer Faroo, which of public gahering will be con-
ahead of Imran Khan's appear-  had wamed him of bail revoca-  sidered chga and  action ISLAMABAD Special
ance in Islamabad High Court tion over continuous absence would be u i e Pri “-'P 1
(1}((:) later in the day. from court, on yesterday's hear-  The siatement further said that SS:SE“' hj‘u] e s Kh""ster
Tolamabad police  ing : to ensure a law and order situa- fTh d) il Alns KIkd o)
ankexperwn said section 143 is  Security has been tightened tion there would be a diversi gn ursday criticized the superior
imposed in the city and any kind around t]\e Islamabad High at the G-10 project morr. Ty Judiciary for what he called the last
of public gathermg will be con- ourt (IHC) ahead of Pakistan at the Aun Muhammad R]ZV\ six years' “lopsided judgments”
sidered illegal’ and action Tc‘nn:.k e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman that” he claimed demonstrated

would be taken.

The statement further said that
to ensure a law and order situa-
tion there would be a diversion
at the G-10 project morr. Traffic
ad Rizvi

at the Aun Muhamm
Road will also be diverted

The Islamabad police have
advised citizens to follow the
route plan and travel at the alter-

nate routes,

Imran Khan's apj
has left for the fe

ferent cases.

was deplayed

FBR may re-impose
regulatory duty on
imported cars,
phones

KARACHL

Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)

C}\a\rman Asim Ahmad on Thursday hinted at re-
gosmi, regulatory duties on the import of vehicles

mobile phones.

In a statement, the FBR chief said that the regula-
tory duty on the import of mabile phones and used
cars of up 1o 1,800cc expired on March 31, 2023 and

could be resumed by the government at any

lime

“The regulatory duties on the import of mobile
3 \ehlge

phones ang

of March 31, 2023."

he said.

s were imposed up to the period

BR chief further said

that there was no need to issue a notification for re-
imposition of the regulatory duty as currently there
was a ban on import of cars and mobile phones He
said the decision about imposing laxes was taken by
the Ministry of Trade and would be resumed any
time after approval from the ministry It is pertinent
to mention here that the government had imposed a
ban on import of range of goods.

ICCI to cooperate with
PBFI in resolving key

issues of traders

Ahsan Zafar

ISLAMABAD: President, Is]amabnd Chamber of
(ICC

Commerce &

ndustry

san  Zafar

Bakhtawari has said that he will continue to serve
the business community with sincerity and enthusi-
asm to provide them with maximum facilitation in
promoting business activities.

This was stated by him while addressing the
swearing-in ceremony of newly elected office bear-
ers of Pakistan Business Forum Islamabad (PBFI)

here on Thursday. Chaudhry Tahir was elected as

President, Raja Imtiaz Abbasi General Secretary,

Aziz ur Rehman and

Tahir Ayub Senior Vice
Presidents, Saeed Khokhar Patro

-Chief, Zahid

Qureshi C| h:ugm:m Khalid Abbasi Vice Chairman,
Imran Bukhari Chief Organizer and Babar Chaudhl‘y
cputy Secretary General of Islamabad Business

Forum, Ahsan Bakhtavari said that servin,

the busi-

ness community was his mission and Allah SWT
was providing him with new opportunities for this
purpose. He hailed the announcement of Chairman
CDA o give representation to ICCIin CDA INP

Auto industry pins hopes on
in import curbs: WealthPK

_ISLAMABAD:Pakista

ns auto sector, has
F‘mnedh s on the State
ank of Pakistan (SBP;

for issuance of letters of
eredit {L.Cs), R

Pakistan Association of
Auwomotive Parts and

ccessori

anul‘ac(uners (PAA-
PAM) has already sent a
request  to  Federal
Finance Minister Isha
Dar, seeking the removal
of unpnn restrictions
placed on auto/auto parts
and issuance of LCs for
auto manufacturers in the
country.

As per a_report _
Pakistan  Automotive
Manufacturers
Association (PAMA), car

sales fell 66% during the
first nine_ months

March) of the current ITV-
cal year (2022-23). The
report said major  car

manufacturers in_ the
country including Indus
Motor, Atlas Honda,

Suzuki Motors, and bus
and tractor manufacturers
shut down their produc-
tion units owing fo feasi-
bility issues and import

M Chairman

Mun Bana  told
WealthPK that auto parts
manufacturers in
Pakistan provide employ-
ment  opporiunities o
more than three million
Pakistani workers, tech-
nicians, engineers, and

management profession-
als, who are now facing
Iayoﬂ“s a8 the auto indus-
iY has reached the brink
complete closure if
measures were not taken
on urgent footings 1o
improve the current state
of affairs
In a letter, the PAA-
PAM has asked the State
Bank to allow all the
banks to open LCs for
imports by auto manufac-
turers as ‘rising inflation
and depreciation of cur-
rency has taken the auto
sector towards complete
closure, which will ulti-
mately leave millions of
workers  jobless and
cause repatriation of for-
eign investment by auto-

SBP for relaxation

motive assembler:
The PAAPAM letter
further pointed out that
the prevailing drastic sit-
uation in the auto indus-
try has been conts |numﬁ
since May 2022, whic
resn.éhm into {shﬁldown cF
praduction of al S 0
vehicles by aver TBEE
According to PAMA,
the sales of light com-
mercial vehicles (LCVs),

jeeps .'md )lckups
declined to
109,466 durm Lhe first
nine months ol

rent fiscal year from
205,452 units’ during the
corresponding pericd of
fiscal year 2021-22.

The sales of trucks also
declined by 46% to 279

units during March 2023

rom 521 units xunng

February, while it stoo

at 500 units during March

2022, Truck sales during

IMFY23 dwugged
to

37%

against 4,493 units during
9MFY22.Bus sales also
witiessed further,
downslide with sales of
nly 29 units during
March 2023 compared 1o
136 during l-ehmar% and
635 during March
showing a  month-
month (MoM) drop of
9% and 55% on year-
on-year {YoYJ basis.
Despite  low monthly
sales. overall
MFY"J bus sales soared
22% to 557.INP

by
units

arance who
leral capital to
secure intenm bail in mne dif-

A heavy contingent of police
around the court
while barbed wires and contain-
ers are also being placed t
ensure law and order in the area.
The police have also banned
the entry of unrelated persons

ISLAMABAD: Federal M
chairing a meeting at the M

an u\ﬂl also be diverts

mabad police have
adused cmzans to follow the
route plan and travel at the alter-
nate_routes.The former prime
minister and
Imran Khan is set to appear
before a two-member bench
headed by Chief Justice Aamer
Faroog, which had w
of bail revocation over cmnmu—
ous absence from court. [}

favouritism and interfered with the
country’s politics.

Speaking to the media, he cited
16 specific cases, including those
involving Hamif Abbasi and Zulfi
Bukhari, and argued that the deci-
sions delivered in the last six years
have had a ficant impact on
the Lm:al history of the :oumn—,

le referred to a rweet \‘y senior
J:)umah“ Talat Humm INP

000 ¢
| °on@

PTI chairman

aarned hi

ister for Interior, Rana Sanaullah Khan
stry of Interior.

Understanding China
Fellowship Program
2023 launched

ISLAMABAD: ~ The
Asian Institute of Eco-
Cvilization Research and
Development (AIERD) in
collaboration with
PMAS-Arnid Agriculture
Universty,  Rawalpindi
has  launched _ the
Underst; audmg China
l'r.lluw: gl Program 2023

akistani youth
|n(endmp, and aspiring to
understand

on_Chin

from Universities of

oth countries and
think tanks will deliver
lectures and conduct
workshops to_train the
participants. The ro-
gram is supporte
the Chinese Embassy m
Pakistan, Gwadar Pro
reported on Thursday.

hakeel mad
Rama CEQ AIERD
said Iglal the objective
of the program is to
equip the participants
with knowledge and
information about
China’s success in dif-
ferent flelds

“We want to acquaint
them with the Chinese
model of development
and shared pruspcmy
And to pro
gimnla]mes as m ho
hey can suggest a way
foery“ard mggPalusmm
policymakers in line
with the Chinese way

of thinking”
As per the notifica-
tion, youth having at

least Bachelor’s degrees
or Master’s degrees in
social sciences disci-
plines will be prefer-
ably encouraged to
apply. There will be no
gender d-scrlmmuhun
and equal

will produce a 2000-word
concept paper on_ hisher
understanding of China.

r the program,

selection

The two-month lon s
program will be divides
mto two parts. The first
part comprises lectures, the participants will be
presentations and dl:cua- awarded certificates
sions. While in the sec- along with a cheque of
ond part, each pm'lucupanl Rs. 10,000
®

TENDER NOTICE
Pty

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER URBAN PLANNING & DEV:
DEPARTMENT QUETTA DIVISION QUETTA imvites bids from
mmwmumumwmuwmm
based on Composite schecule rates 2016 on Perceniage Rates.

Tender Fee |M9KR|nc-ﬂ!lN-|dBidG¢wiyﬂ't.furum

1 CONSTRUCTIONOF CLASSROOM SOLAR
LIGHTS ANDADD DEV WORK AT DBLC.
ORPHAN SCHOOL HOSTEL NURSERY QUETTA
TSE-222305307173

2. Local Bore at Ward No-14 Metio Folitian 3671.236-
‘Corporation Quetta TSE-222305307203
3 CONSTRUCTIONOF TUFF TILESFORJUMA.  2.475,338¢-
WOOLONY%ERGREENTDWER
ETTA

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rulzs — 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Active Tax Payer List. The bidding firmmustnot be blackisted by any
procuring agency of Pokistan. Balochistan Ravenue Authority
Registration is required. The bidder must have completed 3
Assignment of simier nature of work. Tum cver . Registration wilh
the Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) In Relevant Category And
Specialized. Affidavit of 100 for Afidavit for Non-ibigation. Non-
perforrming Coniract, and Failure to sign the contract Procedure Of
Singla Stage One Envelope Bidding
Security: i inthe lor
mmmnuucmlm%mmmmummm
the undersigned from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The
bidding documents can be oblained from the office of the
undersigned 1,000 PKR Issuance of tender ments: From
the date of publicaion of NIT to 18 May, 2023during office hours cn
working days Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders must be
‘submitied latest by 18 May. 2023l 10:00 AM. Tender opening: All

of Bank

al 11:00AM Address:New Zarghoon Road e
Phone no: 0816211904 Faxino: 0616211904

will be @ven to every-
one

After initial scrutiny
selected candidates will
be called for an inter-
view in the first week
of July for the final

RQ No.3654/04-5-20:
El
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Disability quota must be implemented in public &
private sector jobs: President

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Anif Alvi has called for the implementation of the disability quota for  The President highlighted the need to develop close coordination among relevant stakeholders to
persons with disabilities (PWDs) in ﬂleFubllt_:and private sector jobs to make PWDs financially inde-  impart skills to PWDs as per their special needs as well as market requirements. He underscored that
pendent. He said that almast 12-14% of Pakistan's population suffered from some form of disability taining institutes and relevant government organizations should accelerate their efforts o equip
and the government and private sector needed to provide them employment for their financial empow- /Ds with marketable shalls amhmk them with potential employers in the private sector to provide
erment. 3 " ¢ ; 4 them suitable jobs in accordance with their skills and quota.

These views were exlpr_essegi_b_y him while speaking during a follow-up meeting on the framework President Alvi also uriged the need to provide disability WD a
for the classification of disabilities. at Aiwan-¢-Sadr on Thursday. The meeting was attended by sen-  hassle-free manner enabling them to benefit from different schemes and facilities being offered by the
ior officials of the Ministry of Human Rights and the Government of Pakistan, .

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Anf Alvi said that disability quota should be implemented as per its
actual spirt, adding that chambers of commerce and industries, banks, multi-national corporations,
trade bodies, and other private sector o tions needed to employ differently-abled people (DAPs)
as %er their skill sets and nature of disabilities, He said that Pakistan must focus on providing DAPs
with skill-based education to help them secure jobs and ensure their inclusion in the mainstream of
socio-economic activities,

Page #04

certificates to PWDs in a quick, easy and

govemnment.

Director General/ Secretary of the Council on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). Mr
Abdul Sattar, informed the meeting that CRPD m _coordination with different federal ministries was
working to ensure the implementation of the disability quota. He apprised that the disability quota was
bemg observed i the government sector whereas efforts were being made to ensure 1ts greater imple-
mentation in the E ivate sector. He added that CRPD was worki %on a programme to provide skills
to PWDs as per their disabilities and the needs of the employers INP

Strategy 2023-2027 promises
IT export boost: WealthPK

try Apart from this. Pakistan has cybercrime laws but
cybersecurity is still lacking, Pakistan lags behind a
wide range of countries in competitiveness, cybersecu-
rity, and mnovation. China and the UAE scored high on
réy ersecurity, while Pakistan has a low score of 64.9,
oth countries have invested heavily in cybersecurity,
This is the reason for the low growth of the computer
industry in Pakistan "The latest data shows that [T and
export eamings increased from $1.8 billion to
billion in FY 2021-22. Despite its original target
of $3.5 billion, the industry was expected to reach $35
billion by 2023, The Pakistan Software Export Board
(PSEB) has registered aver 28,604 IT companies, pro-
viding services to more than 100 countries The indus-
try body rc?ms that more than 300,000 IT profession-
als are employed (of whom 14 percent are women). As
a result, this industry is an important source of employ-
ment for people with knowledge of current and emerg-
ing technologies if they are provided with the Empar
resources Further, the Software Development 'w}:mn
Strategy is aimed at establishing a ?rféglmn to place
thi umversity graduates into IT firms, including the expan-
growth and competitiveness challenges, sion of internships, announcing 1,000 intemships pro-
“The investment climate in Pakistan 15 nmget con- gram and_ obfaining a commitment from at least 20
ducive to attracting talent to work and stay in the coun-  software firms to accommodate 190 interns a year INP

Six soldiers martyred, three PAC seeks maritime

-

ISLAMABAD The software development strategy
for 2023-2027 developed by the Pakistan Software
House Association and the Ministry of Commerce will
help increase the export of IT-rélated services, said
Baseer Ahmed, data engineer at Teradata GDC
Pakistan, while talking to WealthPK. &

e local software market presents substantial busi-
ness opportunities for companies that provide corpo-
rate software products, such as financial management
and business forecasting, online IT training portals, e-
commerce, e-payment, embedded tools, and other web-
based applications, he said. R

“The strategy builds on the ur}ﬁolmg initiatives 1o
develop the private sector. This will integrate regions,
and bring investment in youth’s economic empower-
ment,” he said “Pakistan's IT services sector has many
fundamentals in place to drive faster growth The
recent rapid increases in export earnings indicate the
sector’s strong export potential in the medium term, as
well as its financial attractiveness, existing market
entry 1o major importing nations, and available talent
pool. Building on this will require tackling surr:‘:1 key

INDIA I;;akistan Forei Minister Bilawal Bhutto arrives in Goa, to attend SCO Foreign
isters’ meeting, as Bilawal Bhutto became the first Foreign Minister of Paki
India after a gap of nearly 12 years,

PTI chief involved

in campaign against
national institutions:
Marriyum

terrorists Kkilled in North
JSLAABAD et v Waziristan encounter: ISPR

Marriyum Aurangzeb has criticized RAWALPINDI: As many as six soldiers of
Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf | Pakistan Army were martyred and three ter-
(PTI) Imran Khan for his alleged cam- | rorists killed” in_intense exchange of fire
paign against martyrs and national | with militants in North Waziristan district of
mstitutions. North Waziristan, the Inter-Services Public

In a statement issued here on | Relations (ISPR) said on Thursday. |
Thursday, she said & person who made | According to military’s media wing, the
fun of §hmp§ family members' ill- | encounter took place in Dir Duni area of the
nesses is now lying in'a wheelchair. district i A

Marriyum Aurangzeb asked the PT1 | _ “The Pakistan security persannel effec-
chief instead of indulging in the blame | tively targeted the suspected hideouts of
game he should appear in the courts militants killing three terrorists and leaving
and provide evidence two others 1njured1‘“ the lSP%{dsmd ud

o o In exchange of fire, six soldiers including
uhi',’.‘,;?n“! EE&R:’;,;E“;‘.%E‘.'ZC&%T 36-year-old Havaldar Saleem Khan, 37- 206 incidents in Balochistan, 14 people in
ing to the situation, she added. ear-old Naik Javed Igbal, 26-year-old five attacks in Punjab, and seven in six ter-
information minister said that | S¢poy Nazir Khan, 2 -yeer-nld’ Sepng rorism incidents across Sindh,

first, PTI chief played a dirty game of | Hazrat Bilal 22-year-old Sepoy Syed Rajal He had said that the army and law

Sher then apolosiacd 1o e L/s and | Hussain and 32-year-old Sepoy Bismillah enforcement agencies carried out 269
blamed General Smlired)()amar Javed | Jan were martyred. intelligence-based operations during the

The attack comes amid a surge in terrorist
activities across the country, especially in
KP and Balochistan, since the outlawed mil-
itant group Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) ended its ceasefire with the gavern-
ment in November,

Director General ISPR Maj Gen Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry in his maiden press brief-
ing last month said that at least 293 pe%ﬂe
were martyred and 521 were injured in 436
terrorist incidents over the past year,

As many as 192 people were martyred in
219  terror  activities in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, while 80 people lost livés in

3 : e military's media _wing said, previous year in which 1,378 suspected ter-
E‘?q‘:?‘fgf&;\gszais?; %“g&xmﬂ" “Sanitization of the area is being carried out  rorists were apprehended and 157 were
to eliminate any terrorists found in the area.

illed.

The DG ISPR had also said that overall
137 security personnel were martyred and
117 injured in_anti-terror operations in the
angoing year INP

Gwadar port proves
international worth,
handles all 9 wheat ships

ISLAMABAD: Proving its
international worth, operational
competence and_high-tech capa-
bility, Gwadar Port has meticu-
lously received and admimstered

- ovincial ection | al| siiccessive nine ships loaded
Commissioner said polling will be | with 450,000 meiric tons of

held at 449 polling stations in Karachi, | imported Russian wheat

Hyderabad, é“kl“ﬂ- Shaheed T’rmsshipmenl at Gwadar port
Benazirabad and Larkana. INP is part of sirenuous effort to ward
off Pakistan from a wheat short-
age and food crisis, according to a
report published by Gwadar Pro
on Thursd:

[The] security_ forces of Pakistan are deter-
mined to eliminate the menace of terrorism
and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers
further strengthen our resolve.”

LG by-polls on
56 seats of Sindh
to be held on
Sunday

KARACHI: The local government
by-elections on 56 seats of Sindh
piovinge will be hield Sunday (May

2023)

Sindh  Chief  Secretary  Dr
Mohammad Suhail Rajput informed
this while presiding over a meeting in
Karachi on Thursday.

FDI from
China surged
to § 319.2
million in first
9 months,
2022-23

ISLAMABAD:

Gwadar Port has surpassed other
ports in Pakistan in handling and
processing wheat consignments.
He stated thatj gw o Port is

more economical than other ports | pj h 3
like KPT and Qasim Ports since rgjau')“zunm;[]i:: asr%%cr;e(i
the latter two ports are_always | Direct Tnvestment (FDT)
congested, and ships frequent | from China in the first
g;-;r‘lggese and high storage | nine months of Fiscal
At Gwadar Por, there are no X,"ﬂr {]?;2'2‘30?,3”“3"",
(BOT)

demurrage and storage charges, as
well as the quickest stevedoning | Brioiment
services, he added

Karachi’s first

Pakistan’s data.

ay. 5 i . he latest official data
m All bulky nine vessels dockedat  Since the (i1 ship anchored in
onkeypox case | i long berths of Gwadar the first week of March, Gwadar | Fapersry g Sfan

Port from March 02 till May 03.

]
takes ct)lllltry 8 The handling of the nine wheat
ships with precision after urea

overall tally to | n5e. % ohs For Contime

that the port is fit and capable of
four handling all forthcoming interna-
g

Port has witnessed zero handli
Tass for the discharge and dispatcl
of wheat, with all types of loading,
offloading, and ~ transportation
done by Pakistani manpower
Instead of manual handling, the

2023, Pakistan_received
another $119 million from
China, bringing the total
FDI from e fricndly
neighbouring country 1o
$3 1%.2 million }'rowln-yjy\v

tional shipments. ‘Web-Based ne Custormn 2
KARACHI The first monkeypox | A Gwadsr Shipping Clearing  Clearance System (WeBOC) was | 10 November 2022, FDL
S‘hp "J case reported i Karachi on | Agents Association (AGSCAA) used to process wheat from 25 $102 million; howeyer,
hum ay has [f,, en the overall tally in | official told Gwadar Pro that  Gwadar Port INP during the mext four
the country to four. L months between
Ascording lo  Sindh _Health Pakistan to celebrate December 2083 and
Department, medical tests of a man March  2023) China

serving as driver in Jeddah who
retumed back to Pakistan through
Oman having monk?pe‘ Aymiploms
were conducted and found affected of
the disease, .

After being detected with monkey-
pox, the affectee was isolated and fur-
ther i gation in this
was underway 3

It should be mentioned here that
monkeypox is a rare viral zoonotic
disease that 1s caused by infection
with the monkeypox virus. Although
the natural reservoir of monkeypox
remaims unknown, African rodents
and non-human primates like mon-
keys may harbour the virus and infect
people INP

poured another $2172
million into different sec-
tors in Pakistan
According to Gwadar
Pro, during the first nine
months of Fiscal Year
(22-23, Pakistan has
received § 1,048.4 million
around $1.05 billion)
"DI from different coun-
tries. of the world China
is the top investor in
Pakistan with a 30.44%

10th anniversary of
CPEC in July

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is
gearing up to celebrate the tenth
v of the China-Pakistan
JEriunumic Corridor (CPEC) in
uly.

rejected

negative  propaganda
aga\nstCPE(.! o

The meeting was attended by
several guvcmmcm officials and
stakeholders representing differ-
ent ministries, divisions, the
Pakistani embassy in China_
Chinese embassy in Pakistan, and
was apprised of the significant
progress made in CPEC Pr jects,
particularly after the 11th JCC
meeting held in October 2022 and
the wisit of Prime Minister
S]\al[:lbaz Sharif md.Chin.:] i

[he Minister direcied the con- ILeA
cerned stakeholders to orgar s 2h3 é{'u"zllé"“‘!ﬁ,c UAhE
regular meetings of joint working | With $102.6, miliion, the
groups (IWGs) to gnsure timely | h“’I“ ge with $338
completion of  projects. The 31‘] it atlf( W‘!h s
Minister a\snedmsl:rm:lad the i million, 1K il S
istries 1o expedite work on special 1o, 2
ccqﬂumlc‘zgmes,(sms) lo‘els)\fracl million and Ty ' wich
_hinese industrial relocation to
Pakistan with low-cost production
and to ﬁna\-semopusuls with con-
crete agendas INP

ast  Thursday,  Pakistani
Federal Minister for Plannin,
Development  and  Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, chaired a
meeting to review the progress
made on CPEC projects and
issued directives to celebrate the
significant economic progress in
underde\ielo E"dpm{?as of Pakistan
as a result of CPEC

Tarar terms . Mr Iq%a‘\.i.a]y; direc(edha\l min-
] : istries and divisions to sul ro-
Khan’s medical | o o development projects to
. ) Ee presented in an upcoming Joint

report ‘fake

Coordination Committee (JCC)
scheduled to_be held in July,
ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant according to Gwadar Pro
to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Interior Artaullah Tarar on Thursday

Each ministry was asked to sub-

mit FEPOrs on its project, empha-
termed medical report of infection
in leg as ‘fake’ and has urged all

sizing the cconomic and social
benefits they bring to Pakistan and
courts to reject it b
“Why's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

share L
. As per BOT's statistics,
in the current fiscal year,
Japan is the second latgest
investor in Pakistan with
31573 million followed
by Switzerland  with

.6 million while $94
million have been invest-
ed by others countries of’
the world INP

ing me
medical institute *Shaukat Khanum’
and why didn’t he go to proper med-
ical checkup from government hos-
pitals or other well reputed private
medical labs,” he said in a press
conference here

e said that Imram Khan was
playing different types of tactics on
medical grounds from a long time to
get relief from the courts,

Imran Khan has divided the
national institution for the sake of
his own will and interest. He's get-
ting bails from courts without .
appearing before them which is Aokl . =
totally against the law and constitu- | ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi chairing a follow-up meeting on the framework
tion, he said i es, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

for the classification of disabil

ministry’s report on
Chinese solar panels
for Gwadar

ISLAMABAD: The Parliament’s
Public Accounts Commitiee on
Thursday sought report from
Maritime Affairs ministry over
solar panels given by China for

wadar,

A session of the PAC chaired by
Noor Alam Khan reviewed Year
2021-22 audit. objections with
reﬁ_s(d to the Ministiy of Maritime
Affairs

The session discussed the issue of
solar panels gifted by the Chinese
government for the people of the
port city of Gwadar,

“Some elements want to fail
Gwadar and cause estrangement of
friendly countries,” Noor Alam

sai
“It has been heard that the solar
panels gifted by China have been

e el

given to anyone else.” PAC chair-
man said. “The PAC should be
mnformed about those who have
been handed over solar panels,” he
stated. “We want delivery of solar
panels to the people of Gwadar,” he

san

“If these solar panels have been
handed over to a politician than an
mquua' of the matter should be con-
ducted and report submitted to the
committee,” PAC chairman said

“It will be welcome 1f panels
delivered to Gwadar’s fishermen
otherwise responsible persons will

made accountable.” he said

The PAC demanded re'ppn from
:h_c”sc:mlary maritime affairs

he committee members also
demanded ph{slca] verification of
the solar panel

5.INP

ISLAMABAD; Chairmr; Senate, .\1II|Iz;ll|rlllﬂ Sadiq Sanjrani exchanging
views with Fowzia Siddiqui Sister of Dr. Aafia Siddiqui at Parliament House.

Saghar urges G-20
nations to skip events of
forum being hosted by

India in ITOJK

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference Azad Jammu and
Kashmir APHC-AJK) chapter
Convener, Mehmood Ahmed Saghar,
has agpua'\sd to the G-20 countries to
skip the upcoming events of the forum
beiny: hosted by Narendra Mod-led fis-
cist Indian government on May 22-24 in
Srinagar - the summer capital’ of Indian
illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir

w APHC-AJK Convener in a letter
apprised the G-20 nations of the
ashmiri people’s deep concern and
apprehensions vis-a-vis the Indian gov-
ernment’s move and ulterior motives
behind holding the :high-lpmﬂle meeu’:g
in the disputed territ 1e underscor
the importance of the G-20 nations’ role
in ensuring necessary steps to help
ress the dire situation, restore peace,
and facilitate a just resolution of the
Kashmir dispute He said, the G-20

nations can play a significant role to
address the long-pending dispute by
forging a united stance supporting the
cause of Kashmir and protecting the
hapless Kashmiris from indiscriminate
and excessive use of force against them
by India Mehmood Ahmed Saghar while
refernng to Modi government's nefan-
ous designs in the region said that the
move to host the G-20 events in the UN-
recognised disputed territory was a part
of a multifaceted and mulfi-front cam-
paign New Delhi had since Inn% been
waging 1o dilute international and legal
status of the Kashmir dispute, deflect the
world's attention away from the real
issue and to whitewash its crimes in
KashmirThe APHC-AJK Convener
pointed out that the Modi regime, which
in brazen violation of the UN Security
Council's resolutions changed the spé-
cial status of [IOJK umlaterally INP

Standard energy-efficient
fans to save energy, boost
exports: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The govemment’s ini-
fiative of banning the conventional fans
is expected 1o boost the manufacture of
international standard energy-efficient
fans which will pave way for enhancing

axgarls.

rector Strategy Management Office
National _Energy Efficiency and
Conservation . Authority (NEECA)
Sabeih Haideri expressed these views
while talking to WealthPK

“By binding the local manufacturers
to produce energy-efficient fans as per
international standards, we will be able
to save electricity. This imtiative will
also boost fan exports to the intemation-
al market,” he added.

As per NEECA, the production and
purchzse of tradiionl fans wil siop
rom July this year in order to save elec-
tricity under the enerzy conservation
plan. NEECA has been tasked with
ensuring the production of low energy-
consuming fans requinng 40 to 60 watts.

Presently. 21 manufacturers with a
total of 37 models have qualified for 3-
Star Pakistan Energy Labels.

Tnlkm%m WealthPK, Sales Officer at
the Pak Fans Sohail Saced said, “Qur
company has been producing ener
efficient fans for the last two years. The
resurgence of load-shedding [power
cuts] has also underlined the need for
manufacture of energy-efficient inverter

s

“Currently, the energy-efficient fans
constitute a small portion_of the total
national production but their production
is gradually increasing. The govem-
ment's plan_ to ban the production of
high electricity consuming fans has also
contributed towards boosting the pro-
duction of energy-efficient fans.”

Sohail further said, * ly, the pro-
duction of energy-efficient invertor Fam.
was slow but now it has paced up. as
they are more in demand compared with
the conventional fans."INP




