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Punjab polls verdict if |} :
govt-PTI talks fail: CJP || _st<ss

coal miners trapped
inside a coal mine in
Dukki Balochistan

Hussain Zarkoon

DUKKIL At IeasL two coal min-
s were \rapR inside a coal
mine in Balochistan’s Dukki dlb-
trict. Levies sources sai
mine was suddenly filled 'Allh
rainy water, which’left the coal
mums trapped deep inside the

m

Utllel coal miners managed to
come out of the mine, However,
the two coal miners were trapped
since they were extracting coal
ﬂ'l_)l{\ very deep, levies sources
said

“It has been 12
hours since our
colleagues are
trapped”

“It has been 12 hours since
our colleagues are trapped”,
Muhammad Zaman, a mine
worker told the Daily Quetta |
Voice. He said so far there
were o rescue teams or offi-
cials of the mines department
to ensure the unhurt recovery
of the mmers.

However, Colone Noaman
of the Frontier Corps (FC)
along with other FC person- g
nel reached the affected mine
to make sure the recovery of
the trapped miners.

Levies sources said both
the trapped coal miners
belong to the Killa Saifullah
district of Balochistan
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Short-term

inflation hits record

high of 48.35p¢

Students
organizations
challenge

closure of UoB

UETTA Students
organizations challenged
the continued closure cf
the Universit
Balochistan (UnBy) in tl\e
Balochistan High Court
EBB” % on rr::’lay The

alachistan Students
Orsgsmzanan (BSO) and

(PAJAR) fi L.I] a
petition in the
In their peunon the
students’ organizations
challenged “the
received by the university
ad without

pending results. The peti-
tioners also_challenged
the continued closure of
the UoB and termed it a
violation of a fundamen-
tal right

Students
demand the
court to direct
the
government to
resume classes

Manan Mandokhail

BHC to direct the
Balochistan government

and the university admi
istration to resume stud-
ies and avoid wasting the
precious time of the stu-
dents.
Employees
and faculty
members
protesting for
the last two
months

in BHC

have been protesting
against the non-payment

of salaries for the last
more than three months.
They are del:n\.ad of their
salaries. Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo had directed the
finance department to

salaries  of e

Fitar Professor

Bareech of the Academic
Stafl Association said that
the government should
solve the issue on a per-
manent basis and that the
and teachers

The student organiza-
| tions demanded of the

Afghan foreign minister Muttaql arrives in

Islamabad on 4—§lgy)g51t

Acting Afghan Foreign \Elmsl‘:r Amir
Khas i arrived ir bnd an
Friday on a four-day visit for talks on
secufity, economic and trade issues,

Prior to_his, rture from Kabul,
Afghan I'orel n_ Ministry Depu:y
g?ck:sman Hafiz Zia Takkal said FM

uttaqi will lead a cumprenenswe

pcimczl and trade delegation |

“The Afghan guve:nmml wants 10 |
hold wide-ranging bilateral talks on |
political, economic relanon regional
security “and transit,”

A day earlier, the [‘Or‘elhﬂ OFﬁce (fO)
had said that Mum lead a higl
level delegation, which mc.lude; the
Ac(—mg r for Cnmmefce and

ustry H; looruddin Sen-

ior officials €mm the Afghan Mlmslry of
Eorelgn Affairs, Transport and Trade.

had also said the two sides

w'l[] re\lew the entire spectrum of hilat-

eral relations between Pakistan and

Afghanistan in the political, economic,

and education

trade, connectivity, peace and security,
lomains Apart from ipate in
holding bilateral meetings, the acting

fzhanistan

Afghan foreign minister wi

Trilateral

Ministers’ Dialogue on May 6
State Cuuncllor and Forei| n Minister
of China Qin Gang, who will also par!w
Jme in the trilateral foreign ministers’
ialogue, arrived in Isiamabau carlier
today.In a tweet today, Minister
Bilawal BhuLlo—I an cm irmed that
bilateral and trilateral meetings will be
held with his Afghan Chinese counter-
Fans tomorrow {Saturday) Since its
unch i 2017, the trilatéral dial
mech; amsm hzi achieved remarka le
resulis. has become an important
piatform for the three countries to
enhance understanding and deepen
trust and cooperation The dia-
Eo e this time is taking place at a ime
en _cross-border attacks from
M‘(,hamslan are on the rise and an esti-
mated 150 attacks have been camed ou(
y terrorists in 2022, using Af
S il vl b Inle Spealing ot e 26
Council Foret% Ministers in India
earlier today Web.

China-| P:kp:s[anu
Foreign

Employees and faculty
members of the UoB

should not be on the
roads every day.

| Lightning kills 3

in Mastung
Balochistan

From Our Correspondent

Lightnin
qlnjn\ged l\lrg%

Batochlstan s
Mastung  dis-
triet on Friday.

Levies sources|
said a lightning
strike in the§
Lak Pass area
of  Mastun;

Slsimé e ves; O person Was scaously ifjured

as a result of the I|3h|nm,g strike

erson was rushed to the Shaheed
akhsh Raisani Hospital for medical
treatment. The dead bodies were also brought to the

The inj
Nawab

jured
rhous

hospital

Onus is on India to build conducive

environment for talks, says FM Bilawal

Foreign  Minister _ Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari said on Friday that
the onus was on India to build a
“conducive environment for talks”,
as he contended that dialogue
between the two countries was hurt
by New lhi’s decision to end
occup\ed E\aslnmr s special status.

ssed these remarks on the
qecnn day of his visit 10 Goa,
where he attended the Shan;
Cooperation Organisation’s (SCO)
Council of Foreign Ministers
(CFM) meeting,

Speaking to journalists after the
meeting, Bilawal said that the PPP
had always advocated normalisa-
tion of relations with India but the

Pakistan’s

rincipled position’

latter’s “unilateral and illegal” (hat [}u. status quo of August 4,
actions. pmamm to held Kashmir withdrawn as India’s
on August 5, 2019, had violated dmuns had m:lly undermined the

international law, United Nations

resolutions and bilateral agree-

ments
Hence, he

environment and now the onus is
o India that they create the con-
ducive onment in which talks
can be h

stated, it was

Bilawal said there was a “trust

deficit” ever since India

previous agreements, asserii

there cauld be no change in the pul
relations with
India till ‘the latter reverted to
si:t\on on August 4,

icy on diplomatic rel

Kashmir’s
2019, Web [

‘Weekly inflation meas-
ured the Sensitive
Price lnde'(J\Pl) rose o
an unprecedented 48.35

ent  year-on-year
F YoY) for the combined
income lqup for the
week ending on Mw 4
according — to
released by the Paklsmn
Bureau of
(PBS) on Friday.

Prior 1o this, the high-
est-ever peroehlag: of
short-term inflation year-
on-year was recorded for
the week lmdmg on April

Statistics

increase” was seen in the
prices of chicken, pota-
foes, powdered ' milk_

IOldlLLl 19 at 47.2; U|GE‘! ewﬁ mutton and
Agfurmgcweeheudm read. Meanwhile, non-
on May 4, PBS data food nems including

footwear and soaps, also
became costlier.

e SPI monitors the
prices of 51 essential

showed that short-term
inflation increased by

week-on-week
(WoW) as a “major

Sl
items based on a survey
of 50 markets in 17 cities

the  country.
During lhe week under
review, the prices of 30
items increased, nine
decreased  and 12
remained unchanged.
he year-on-year SPI
has been steadily on the

Short-term inflation hits
record high of 48.35pc

rise since August last year
a\ld \emamed mostly
above It rose 10
42 3]|gcon AuLusl 18 last
year, UI'Inw:d by 45.5pc
on September 1 that year
and 46.65pc during the
week ending March 22
before h][lm‘? an all-time
high of 4733pc for the
week ending April 19 this
f‘zar Moreover, the
as also mostly increased
since  the ~start  of
Ramazan because of
record rupee devaluation,
costly petrol prices. a
hike in sales tax and high-
er electricity charg
One of the factors fttgr ‘the
increase in prices of per-
ishable mJl)mtsu dugem
the higher transportation
charges Web Desk

SC won’t sit idle on Punjab polls verdict if
govt—_PTI talks fail: CJP

Supreme Court would not “sit idle™ on its order on holdi
Punﬂ ab on May 14 if the talks between the government and the
¢ passed these mmnrl:s as the top coutt resumed hearing a petition per-

taining to one-day elections following three-day negotiations between the
fe%era (];Pa\mon and the opposition to agree on a specific date for nation-
wide polls

Allgr the negotiations came to an end on Tuesday, the PTI submitted a
report to the court stating thﬂl no resolution was reac Ld and requested that
the court enforce its April 4 order regarding elections in Punj

In the last hearing on A, m “7 the three-member Supreme Court bench
comprising CIP Bandial, Justice ljazul Ahsan and Justice Munib Al
also made it clear to the negotiating parties that its April 4 order on Punjab
Asbcmb]v elections had remained unchanged,

#dea ry's proceedings, the chief justice said that the government
and l‘ne T could wnlmuel ¢ negotiations “if both the: irties were inter-
ested”, but at the same time expressed displeasure aver their “lack of inter-
est” in a eubqtaﬂual dialogue.

e al at the court Dn\K had to see if both sides could agree on a
date for r,lwtlons adding that the 3C’s responsibility was to uphold the

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata Bandial said on Fndlay |ha| the
sd

yas adiourned, v
- PPF lawyer Fan

was submitte

the budget.” W

sions with the Imema |cna|

e matter in court is
remarkcd stressing :lwal the SC had left

were \mpnrlanéh

law and Constitution

After conducting a hcan{% that lasted nearly two hours, the

with that an approj gnam o

he hearmg ttorney General For Pakistan (A )Mnnmcvr Awan
H. Naek, PTI leader Shah M i,

('7" 'ﬁ"‘fﬁh N's Khawaja Saad Rafiq us and others were present as the proceedi n" com-

. menced today. At the ou(m of the hearing,

the coalition 5nvtmmcm s report on tal S with the o

earlier today — in court, In its reply, t
ed that a “major breakthrough” was achieved dun edx_,lhe
The CIP noted that the response had been

P sayin;

onetary Fund
constitution:

oceeding
er will be

ahmood Qureshi

the PPP counse] read out loud

osition — which
e government stat-
[ialogue.
by the ﬁnanee mini
ership in resolving politi-

ressed on the significance of ongoing discus-

the judge

al.” the top
pohlnca?unultcrs to political pw’—

fie
He then asked why the approval of the IMF agreement and trade policy
1 which Nack replied - “Geting the IMF loan is key for
s
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The curse of narcotics
in Balochistan

The curse of narcotics has ruined our society, Thousands of young
people fell prey to the curse of herain during the last four decades in
Balochistan, Pakistan’s least developed province. In Quetta, it is very
difficult to walk on Jinnah Road because of the young heroin addicts
begging and snatching things on the roadside.

First, they (addicts) beg and then try to snatch anything from mobiles
to watches and purses from women. Such incidents have frequently
taken a place with addicts snatching purses, maobiles, etc, and sneaking
into the main ity nullah, which snakes through Quetta’s high-security
zone

This situation prompted the Quetta police and the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) to launch an operation in the main nullah the other
day. CTD and police claimed to have killed eight alleged drug peddlers
during an exchange of fire. This was for the first time that police and
CTD conducted such a targeted operation.

Fate of thousands of addicts is still shrouded in mystery

However, the fate of thousands of young addicts still shrouds in mys-
tery as the government is yet to make a plan for their complete rehabil -
itation. The challenge for the government is to stop the narcotics smug-
glinﬁl‘fmm Afghanistan and rehabilitate the addicts.

Officially an awareness campaign on social media, radio, newspapers,
and TV channels should be launched ro create awareness among the
people about the curse of narcotics. This would be a good initiative to
prevent the youth from falling prey to drugs.

gllli,smry of heroin dates back to USSR invasion of Afghanistan in

79.

The menace of narcotics in general and heroin. in particular, dates
back to the USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan at the end of December
979

The war in Afghanistan had and has direct impacts on Pakistan
general and Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces in part;
ular, It is a common saying that ‘Kalashinkove and Heroin® culture is
the product of the Afghan war, which distorted the true tolerant face of
the two provinces

Looming threat of climate change
in Pakistan

Pakistan is threatened with
the challenges of climate
change. Be it global standing
or regional  wvulnerability
climatic

caused due to
threats, Pakistan

mg the red lne. 5 I
alarming as much as it 1s so

mteresting. Is there someone
looking after climate change
at the provincial or federal
level in Pakistan? There 1s
none|

Ministry  of  Climate
Change af the federal level 15
downplayed to act only as a
regulator and one that has the
technical capacity to still
maneuver only unto the limi-
tations of checking the quali-
ty of ambient airs.

Similarly, at all the provin-
cial levels, there are environ-
mental protection agencies
that laok after the conformi-
ty of environmental regula-
tions in Various Sectors con-
tributing to _certain types of
pollutions. These provincial
agencies act as regulators

and with a stick they enforce
the environmen

tal laws which can cater
for only a limited version or
a speck of what forms the big
idea of climate change. At
the provincial levels [ike at
the federal level, there is no
agency that is technically
sound, composed of sucl
professionals and equipped
with such facilities as to
counter the grand horror of
climate change

No climate change data
being collected at the provin-
cial Tevel

_As for the data and statis-
tics, there is as much frag-
mentation any silos-
approach as much it is in the
intergovernmental _coordina-
tion mechanism. The ques-
tion 15 not of the duarﬂu of
ampleness of data however it
15 how the data 15 made
meaningful. Not at any
provincial-level one could
ensure_that any climate-ori-
ented data is being collected
The aforementioned agencies
only ensure the qhuahly of air
by recording the various
gaseous emissions in the
ambient airs. The Pakistan
Metrological Centers
throughout the country pick
up conventional weather data
by various means but is hard-
ly translated into making a
meaningful statement on
where we stand on climate
change.

As for policies. laws, rules
and regulations, we are more
affluent than the developed
nations. When it comes 10
drafting policies, odes are
worth writing to our expert-
ise but when given to see
them on the ground bein
imlplemen[ed; only darkene
eu ogﬂes are symphonized at
shrieks ad infimtum_ The
laws are being multiplied
each day and have become as
difficult as to remember the
exact number of laws on one
single sector. :

& National Climate
Change Policy 2012 remains
a document of the past being
pushed to nullity though it
was the vital document that
elevated the Division of
Climate  Change to
Ministry level yet the prom-
ising implementation never
has come off until this date.
Though a devolved subject
f:t' the NCCP grants the
etgmmac% to the Ministry of

imate Change to wreathe
all the provinces together in
one garland of beautiful
working and legal integra-
tion to manage the national
issue of climate change.

The Climate Change Act
2017 was another move
towards climate consolida-
tion that promised 1o estab-
lish the Pakistan Climate
Change Authority, Climate
Change Council, and Climate
Change Fund all of which

n; hangir Kakar

were last time seen in 2017
when the Act
passed. The wision
remains a virgin vision thus
far.

Ministry  of  Climate
Change must realize that it is
the organization at the feder-
al level entirely responsible
for catering for climate
change affairs. The integra-
tion of such a central body
with the provinces would be
the next challenge given to
aver politicization of every-
thing. Climate is something
which should not be made
political though globally it is
something which has become
an element of political deci-
siveness as in the Biden-
Trump thaw

Nature and nurture along
with the potential of Pak-
Met office and reach are o
be mntegrated and enhanced
fully at the federal and
provincial levels with the
climate change organiza-
tions so formed above. The
data and statistics need to be
enhanced and made up to the
mark as being international-
ly acceptable with proper
transcriptions and applica-
tions of data. A lot must be
done to keep the generalists
away from making any deci-
sions and calling the shots
and the professionals are

iven the entry who have

oth_the capacity and the
legitimacy,

The reforms industry_

In Pakistan since the India has turned into a
coalition government has  Hindu majontarian coun-
got some space, thereisa  try where discrimination
whole reforms’ industry ~ against minorities is
that has creptup. Some of  being embedded in the
this sentiment is quite very fabric of state and

representation ~ and nor
an’y of other half-baked
reforms narrative being
sprouted. The explana-
tion lies elsewhere and be
honest enough to sift

Sindh, voters in Sindh
will soon look elsewhere
to someone who delivers
for them

As far as proportional
representation 1s  con-
cerned, 1t is indeed a fair
way to reflect voters
preferences, and the

cult

comparison. It is also a
populist Fanjv based on a
foll

some  histoneal

es.
One good suggestion 1o

Khan

lowing, despite

differ-

. developments
in the country. One of
these ways is to apply the
framework of continuity
and change to analyze

: . here are that his rank was raised to
and, Pakistan is on o €if- I uite a few bring divisiveness and
erent structural trajecto- Ways 1o look a1 anarchy i the coun

he BIP is no real the recent  and there is lots of recent

history
assertion as well

te prove this In

" There is an urgent need
for a new politico-eco-
nomic charter between all

Continuity and chang

By Fogia Sadiq Khan
there is at least some
sense that he is not being
favoured by instiutions
in Pakistan N
. terms of another
continuity, we are cur-
rently in the 23rd IMF
programme. There is a
reasonable commental

enuine as Pakistan has  society; Pakistan too has  wheat from chaff.

een delaying stuctural  suffered similar crises.  Pakistan’s history has

reforms e% s economy The BIP's divisive ruleis  shown that a_perform=

for a long ime. However,  largely being bankrolled  ance-based parliamentary
v Big Business which is  democracy system works

the kind of narrative com-
ing out political
reforms appears 1o be
quite rhetorical
_ Some propose replac-
ing the cxlshn% dparha-
mentary form of democ-
racy with a presidential
system, while others
point out that there
should be proportional
representation instead of
the present first-past-the-
Some also
t _mainstream
political parties are bein.
run as_fiefdoms an
‘monarchies’, and they
should be = orgamized
along ideological Tines. A
few sensible” suggestions
are also made — like
mplementing a_c
mpaign financing etc
My counter-question 1o
all those coming out of
their nooks and” comers
with political reforms’
ideas is whether they
have reviewed develop-
ments  in_ our
Subcontinent with an
analytical mind? | am not
suggesting t0 compare
Pakistan_with the West,
China, Southeast Asia,
Cuba or any develolaln%
countries in’ the world
am merely suggesting
viewing Pakistan in the
comparative prism of
India and Bangladesh
the other two countries in
the Subcontinent, our
very immediate and natu-
ral regional competitors

also the immediate bene-
ficiaries of the regime.
Yet, India’s foreign cur-
TEAICY FESErVES Were Over
3366 billion a few days
g‘go according to Reuters.

angladesh’s  foreign
exchange reserves were
over 528 billion in
January 2023 according
to CEIC Data. Compare it
with Pakistan's close to

%4 billon  foreign
exchanFe reserves
presently )

Both' India  and

Bangladesh are parlia-
mentary_ democracies
with a first-past-the-post
system, and both coun-
tries have high corrup-
tion. A lot of politicians in
these two countries are
facing court cases just
like in Pakistan. So why
does the parliamenta
system work quite well
or our natural regional
partners, and not for us?
The quality of politi-
cians is neither better nor
waorse all over the South
Asian region, My mes-
sagze to the reforms’ lobby
is that if you really want
to turn things around in
Pakistan, then stop com-
ing up with lousy conjec-
tures with every passing
day and look at what it Is
that really puts the
Pakistani state apart from
India and Bangladesh. It
15 nether the presidential
system nor proportional

best for the ‘country. We
are a multi-lingual, multi=
ethnic, multi- regional
country. Whenever the
country has drifted away
from ‘the parliamentary
system either in terms of
the presidential system or
i other authoritanan
forms, Pakistan had to
ay a big polifical price
of such” deviats So
the parliamentary em
is indeed the glue that
holds the country togeth-
er and it should ot be
questioned by anyone try-
ing to undermine the
country under the pretext
of so-called ‘reforms’.
However, politicians
also need to show per-
formance and win elec-
tions on the basis of their
performance, In the past
the PML-N did quite well
in Punjab from 2008 to
2018 in terms of its serv=
ice delivery, However,
the PPP in Sindh is sl
considered a party that
has not performed in
service delivery in the
rovince despite being in
power from 2008 to pres-
ent. Voters in rural Sindh
have been voting for the
PPP because they do not
see an alternative
Sindh-based  national
party other than the FPP,
apart from other histori-
cal reasons. Yet, if the
PPP continues to perform
low on service delivery in

&

power of smaller parties
mereases  through  this
system. However, due to
an increased role of
smaller parties, propor-
tional representation also
institutes much more vul-
nerable coalitions as
smaller parties _can
change their coalition
Tmfmnc:; quite easily.
n a country hke Pakistan
where we desperately
need political stability ~
and need political gov-
ernments and prime min-
isters to complete their
terms — proportional rep-
resentation may not work
too well.

The other_arcument is
that our political parties
are being run as personal
fiefdoms, dynasties, or
“monarchies”and whether
it can be fixed by having
parties _organized alon
ideological lines. The P’

started as an ideological
Ean‘y Pakistan pumped
y the anti-corruption

a?‘;ndu. and it also pro-
claimed to be nan-dynas-
tic. But the party works as
much a personal fiefdom
and 'monarche(‘ iy
other political party. It
Just shows that “ideology”
1s a lousy explanation
Political leaders have
an_overwhelming role in
political parties due to
structural reasons. Other
countries went_through
capitalist transformation
for hundreds of years and
their structures are differ-

come out of this political
reforms’ narrative 15 to
focus on the campaign
finance cap to cut out the
role of big money in
hijacking the electoral
rocess. The Election
ommission of Pakistan
(ECP) already has cam-
paign finance monitoring
auidelines that are often
not implemented during
elections. One way to
counter is 1o instinite a
demand side corrective
mechanism
The ECP should stop
the executive from dis-
development
to MNAs and
MPAs through ifs elec-
tion laws justas it used to
be in the pre-1980s pen-
od i Pakistan. MNAs
and MPAs should only be
elected for legislation’and
executive oversight. All
evelopmental work
should be carried out b
local governments in col-
laboration  with  the
provineial and local gov-
ermment bureaucracy.

When MNAs * and
MPAs development
funds discretion will

e
eliminated, the role of big
money in the national an
provincial _assemblies’
elections will automati-
cally decrease substan-
tially.Pakistan should fol-
low the maxim ‘if it ain’t
broke, don't fix it’. There
15 no need for a flurry of
reforms” lobby activities,
at least.

them On’ the balance, political parties and other on the completion of the
there has been lots of con-  stakeholders in the state  latest review of the IMF
tinuity and a little change  and society of Pakistan_  and the harsh conditional-
as well. Th harter of ities that the Fund has
Imtan Khan, the leader  Democracy  signed in  imposed on the people of
of the PTI, has offered to 2006 worked reasonably  the country,
hold dialogue with “any-  well. However, with the What amazes me about
one’ for the sake of the introduction of the PTTas the IMF conditionalities
development, interests a new political force, for Pakistan is that they
an( democracy  of there is a need for a new  always want to raise the
Pakistan, through social charter It is hoped Khan prices of fuel, hike the

media. This is for the first
time since 2011, when
Khan was launched in a
big way on the national
political scene in the
country, that he has
offered to hold dialogue
with others without any
pre-qualifications. Khan
is known to have wmed
back on his pronounce-
ments. It remains 10 be
seen whether this dia-
logue offer materializes
inte something concrete
by the time you are read-
ing this article

is recent offer to
hold dialogue by Khan is
a welcome change. Even
il he is disqualified (there
does not seem to be a
chance of it happening
iven how leniently he is
eing treated) for which
there are lots of solid
both in the
oshakhana case and the
foreign prohibited fund-
ing case, he still remains
a fational %opular leader.
It is true that Khan was
launched by intemal and
external power circles to
eliminate the two estab-
lished political parties.
Some go as far as stating

does not keep the scope
of his negotiations with
the government limited 10
elections. There is a need
for a broad-based politi-
cal and econamic charter
by which all stakeholders
need to abide by for the
next 10 or 20 years. This
is why this offer by |
to hold dialogue,” if’ not
reversed, 15 such an
important new develop-

meni 3
In terms of continuity,
the rule-of-law instit-
tions in Pakistan have
continued to treat Imran
Khan extremely leniently
as they did in the past.
That is tantamount to
travesty of justice. There
are two systems of rule of
law: one tailored-made
for influentials like Khan
wl ridiculously
favourable behaviour is
adopted towards him;
second for the teemin
millions of the oo &
heipless who Tace the
brunt of the law and state
on a daily basis and get
dis-empowered by it. It is
about time this preferen-
tial mould in Imran’s
favour is broken and

interest rates and devalue
the currency, but why
don’t they léverage their
immense” power (o con-
trol the purse strings of
Pakistan to call for
reforms that will lead to
long-term  growth and
development in the coun-

7 Some would say that
the IMF’s job is only
macroeconomic stabiliza-
tion and not growth
Howeve, if Ihey Tiope (o
receive back their loans
from Pakistan, they
should know that increas-
Ing prices and creating
inflation only hurt ordi-
nary people, and that a
call for reforms will put
the Wunl?r on the trajec-
tory  of sustainable

mﬁcss
Pl F  conditionalities

retard growth in Pakistan
and trap the country in a
never-ending boom-and-
bust cycle.  And  the
sequencing of the reforms
is such it always leads to
4 cut in the development
expenditure of the coun-
try, which translates into
retarding any progress on
social development and
makes the lives

Facing future floods safely

Pakistan's floods of
2022 were the latest,
and most damaging

et, addition to the

z history of floods
n the count s the
muddy waters slowly
recede, the need for
spccdmg up action to
face future floods
stands clear.

Floods have been the
most frequent natural
disaster 1 Pakistan
Yet, decisions for land-
use and habitation do
not reflect this reality
The rising intensity of
floods has been con-
current  with  an
inereasing oqu_lalmn_
in the flood plains of
the Indus river. It is
this  confluence of
water and people in
floodplains that creates
the tragedy of lost lives
and grazuerly. The flood
of 2022 has led to
reported losses of over
1700 Tives, affected 33
million people, and
mncurred ‘damages of

over 0 illion
(nmoumn(ujgz to 11.5%
of the 2021 national
GDP) The fload of

2010 led to a loss of
over 1200 hives, loss of
homes for over 14 mil-

led to a loss of 2000
lives, affected more
than © 3 million people
and incurred damages
of over 1 billion dol-
lars. This list continues

Pakistan's  history
Each was unprecedent-
ed at its time of occur-
rence, There 1s prece-
dent for unprecedented

floods in the country.

It 15 ime to focus on
setting a different kind
of precedent one
with a clear focus on
elevating the saicﬁ/ of
people m rural, flood
prone areas, and ele-
vating the well-being
of farmers who bear
the most losses.

The prevailing mind-
set afpﬂood manage-
ment has to change. In
the past, money has
been poured in build-
ing levees and flood
protection nfrastrue-
ture, and then again on
re-building higher and
reinforcing more the
structures to “fight”
the next flood after
each cycle of levee
breaches, infrastruc-
ture failure, and devas-
tation of lives and
Bsaperues. Gilbert

hite, a prominent
20th century geogra-

pher,  noted  this
adverse cycle, and
advocated for nclud-

ing the role of humans
in_ damages resulting
from natural disasters.
He warne

Lra¥ of building levees,
followed by eventual
breaching and flood-
ing, and then rebuld-
ing again, with increas-
ing level of damages in
each flooding ¢ e
The so-called vee
effect”,  empirically
observed in - several
river basins around the

fed

led to mereasmg levels
of flo mages. This
15 due to flood protec-
tion infrastructure cre-
atmg a perception of

flood security, leading
to relaxation of rules
for land-use and con-
struction over fime,
and increasing density
b This
results in greater expo-
sure of lives and prop-
erties to floods. It 1s
time to see and stop
this cycle. This can be
done "if policymakers
and people récognise
the role of human deci-
sions in contributing to
the disaster. When we
recognise responsibili-
ty for our actions, we
gain  agency  for
g]lall €.
What are the changes
needed? First, a con-
ception of flood securi-
ty as the emergent out-
Eome_iansing from
interactions of people
with their environ-
ment. These interac-
tions_are governed by
physical laws of nature
and nstitutions (poli-
cies, rules and norms)
evise umans
There is a need to
structure these interac-
tions in particular ways
in order to be able to

steer emergent level of
flood_secunity towards
a desirable state
ccond, a systems
approach for address-
ing the complex chal-
enge 15 neede
Establishing a ‘goal-
seeking’ system struc-
ture to aftain desired
targets of flood safety
is important. It entails
setting clear and shared
Foa]a having sensors
or measuring the state
of flood security,
ing accurate and timely
gommunication of that
information to relevant

actors, having a
process that assesses
the situation (condi-
tion) based on the
mformation, and hav-
ing  decision-makers
necessary authori-
ty that take corrective
action. If all of these
elements zIm: linked
appropriately, to pro-
duce a Feedgack struc-
ture at district, provin-
cial and federal levels
and function with nec-
essary s;ﬁe: an
resources, then level of
flood security can rise.
Presently,” agencies
and organisations exist
that monitor and fore-
cast weather, forecast
floods, conduct disas-

ter risk management
and md m_ disaster
TESPONSE. However,
shared goals of flood
safety ~are absent.
Additionally, compo-
nents that produce

information _at local
levels at required times
are absent or inade-
quate.  Additionally,
components that have
the ~ authority and
resources to tike car-
rective action are lack-
ing, These deficiencies
can  be dressed.
Goals and targets for
flood safety can be
instituted and adopted
from federal to district
levels. Necessary links
that connect eXisting
agencies can be estab-
lished Sensing an
monitoring, such as
through
update -ris]
mﬂg: can be generated
at tehsil and building
lot-level. These can be
shared with the public
(to mform property

owners and residents
of their flood risks) as
well as to inform pub-
lic officials in landv

(such as livestock) in
rural areas can be put
in place, and early
warning systems can

e mstalled.
Community education
programmes that raise

awareness about safety
and evacuation proce-
dures can be conduct-
ed. Actions for effi-
cient dramnage and
storm water passage
can_be taken Flood
resilient designs and
construction, and aid
for households to live
1 lower nisk areas can
e provided. Financial
solutions,

such  as
funds in which land
owners contribute
towards flood loss

compensation  when
needed, can be created.
Such literal ‘rainy-day
funds’ can be drawn up
at time o
need.Overall, re%ulaf
processes for short-
term  and long-term
flood nsk assessment
and corrective actions
can affect flood securi-
ty in positive ways.

ese actions are not
as costly as some ma
think High resolution,
frequently  updated,
land imagery from
earth-observirig satel-
lites has been available
for free for more than a
decade. National agen-
cies and umversitie
within Pakistan
capacity for geospatial
data analysis and flood
risk mappmg.

Exploring
careers

ay 4 —
Thursday
turned into
t
memorable
. day in my
life as one of my big

dreams came true in the
form of _Pakistan's
largest job fair held at
the Karachi Expo Centre
with the aim to connect
Jjob seekers with poten-
tigl emp\u{srs across the
country. am highly
rateful to Chairman
EC Dr Mukhtar_and
State Bank
Jameel Ahmed, who
have whole-heartedly
supported the Pakistan
Hindu Council for this
noble cause.
Undoubtedly, the
majority of the talented
youth of Pakistan are
interested in trying their
luck abroad. However,
during my conversations
with senior officials of
various government and
business  institutions,
they always looked for
sources {0
achieve their organiza-
‘tional goals, That 1s why
every Sunday national

Governor

newspapers are full of

all kinds of job adver-

tisements. Similarly,
various recruitment
websites and job portals

are advertising various
vacancies with pood
salaries in accordance
with the current job mar-
ket,

When anyone tells me
that there are no jobs in
Pakistan, 1t  always
makes me think a lot” 1
did a lot of research on
this, discussed the issue
with recruitment experts
of warious institutions,

and exchanged views
with the HEC and vari-
ous universities' senior
officials. 1 came to the
conclusion that the real
issue 1s the right person
at the right place for the
right job. Many talented
young people holding
degrees in their hands
are approaching institu-
tions where they are not
needed while many
institutions are not get-
ting suitable candidates
with the required quali-
fications and expertise.
Such a critical situation
imevitably has a negative
impact not only on our
national economy but
also results in severe
problems in failing
desired outcomes

Ongoing rampant
inflation and unemploy-
ment are also causing
mental siress, especially
among the educated
youth. Currently, several
economic activities have
been severely affected
due to unfavourable con-
ditions_at the national
level. The financial cri-
sis has a direct impact
on jobs as well, due to
which university stu-
dents are facing various
concerns including
uncertainty about their
future.

The Pakistan Hindu
Council  deeided 1o
organize a grand event
in the form of the Job
Fair and Education Expo
2023 in Karachi, the
business o
Pakistan, 5o that national
and international institu-
10N can apprise univer-
sity students and unem-
ployed pecple about
vacancies they have at

the moment

When 1 finalized the
date to organize the job
fair in the last days of
March this year, we had
only one month in front
of us, in which office
hours timings during
Ramazan, Eidul Fitr an
Ist May holidays were
major challenges
However, due to tireless
work day and night, we
achieved our target in a
short period of time to
get confirmations from
more than 500 recruit-
ment / HR professionals
belonging to 120 nation-
al international
organizations., On_ the
occasion, up to 12,000
students of public and
rivate  universities
located in  Karachi,
Hyderabad and different
regions of the country
also {umed the event
actively to explore dif-
ferent career opportuni-
ties, Even students
studying in remote areas
of the country requested
if they could participate
onling. It is a matter of

reports termed the PHC
{o fair as one of the
argest mega events of
the country.

In my view, the youth
of our country is our
most important  and
valuable asset. It is our
national duty to provide
full guidance to our
youth and support them
to stand on their own
feet 5o that they can con-
tribute to our country’s
economy, national
development and pros-
gem in the best possi-

le manner
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Political parties must
resolve problems through
dialogue: Saad Rafique

ISLAMABAD
Minister for Pakistan
Railways (PRs) Khawaja
Saad Rafique on Friday
said that lhe political par—
ties should resolve all the
issues through dialogue
which was the only solu-

tion
Talking to the media

gcrbuns outside  the
wpreme Court, he said
the government and

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI} had ﬂgmsd on me
thin, election:
should be hcld ACTOSS ﬂw
country on same day.
 showed Nexibility
and are ready for negotia-
tions even today,” Saad

Rnfq]ut said adding that
our er Farooq H
Naik ha appared in the
court and he was here to
represent Pakistan
Democratic  Movement
(PDM]),

The minister said
“Institutions are standing
in front of each other due
o continuous injustices
in the country.” He said
Punjab_ should not be
accused of mouopo\_[y
“Our dialogue with PTI
has come a %
added Saad Rafique sa!d
that the government was
holding u: rotiations with
the PT id not want
to go be'yond the constitu-

tional period for m.m,ral
elections in the

and said that Imran Khan
was in a_hurry, he must
ha\'eﬂemb\e q&)mc}\ on
election date The minis-
ter said  that  the
Provincial ~ Assemblies
had been dissolved by the
PTI themselves. He ques-
tions how many times
they would continue to
protect their assembly
seats.Saad Rafique
emphasized that the
upcoming general elec-
tons would be conducted
according 1o the constitu-
tion and “If anyene
attempts to bypass the
Parliament. INF

Eight killed in Serbia's
second mass shooting
in less than 48 hours

BELGRADE: Serbian
olice said day they
ad arrested a man sus-
pected of killing eight
people and injuring at
east 14 others in the
country's second mass
shooting th‘n week, fol-
Iav\m%| manhum
through the night
lours earlier, near
Mladenovac -- about 60
kilometres (37 miles)
south of the capital
Belgrade -- a 21-year-
old gunman armed with
an automatic  weapon
opened fire from a mov-
ing vehicle before flee-
ing, state-run RTS tele-
vision reported.

The shooting spree
spread across three sep-
arate villages in the
area, RTS said_

It prompted a man-
hunt through the night
as police combed e
woods near Belgrade

“Following a wide
surch DO]ILL arrested

JB.," police said in a
smemem using only
[he ampam s initials

e is suspected to
have killed eight and
injured 14 caple
overnight. The injured
are hospitalised *

he police said the
man had been arrested
near the central city of
Kragujevac and about

90 kilometres from the
scene of the attacks
According to RTS,
the suspect was arrested
at the home of a relative
and was in possession
of four hand grenades

and a large amount of
illegal _weapons and
ammunition

The incident hap-

pened less than 48 hours
after the worst school
in Serbia's
recent history, when a
13-year-old killed nine
geop\e including eight
ellow students, at a
school in  downtown
Belgrade on
Wednesday.

The  back-to-back
mass shootings have left
the country in a state of
deep shock, with thou-
sands  flocking to
makeshift ~ memarial
sites while others have
queued to donate blood

The latest shooting is
believed to have begun
at around midnight.

The state broadcaster
said the suspected
shooter first opened fire
at a schoolyard in the
village of Dubona_and
k\l]eg a_police officer
and his sister along with
athers in the area

The gunman then
maved onto the nearby

nnd Sspsm
o R

according

o tioad gunshots
in the evening, but I
thought it was fire-
works, children fooling
around, Tt did not even
occur 1o me that some-
thing Ilke this could
happen." vonko
Mladenovie, a Dubona
resident, told reporters.
Mladenovic said his
cousin's granddaughter
had been shot and
wounded."She was vis-
iting her grandfather,
This was where the kids
were hanging out and...
she was shot in the
head." Mladenovic
added "First those kids
in Belgrade, and now
this. This is a disaster.”
At dawn on Friday, a
heavy police presence
could be seen in the area
of the latest shooting
Roughly 600 police
persannel had  been
deployed to the area,
according 1o RTS, with
members of an elite
anti-terrorist unit
atrolling the highway.
P Wu[ricad riglaliv?cs
gathered outside the
emergency medical cen-
tre in Belgrade, where
at least a\g}n of the

injured were hospi-
talised, N1 television

ISLAMABAD: M

to prevent smuggling of goods.

Dialogue held over book ‘US
Security Policy towards South
Asia & Kashmir Dispute’

LAHORE: Puniab University
Pakistan Study Centre (PSC) on
Friday organized a Round ]ab\e
Dialogue. aver Book
Secunty Policy towards SWlh
Asia and Kashmir Dispute’. On
this occasion, Director Pakistan
Study Centre Prof Dr Naumana

iran, Assaciate Professor Dr
Ahmad Fi)w Associate Prof. Dr.
Amjad Abbas Khan Magsi fac’
ulty members and students were
pruent

In his keynote address, Dr

Ahmad Ejaz said that South Asia
always retained imporance for
advancement of US strategic
interests in the A: andmasb.
He said that the US threat
ceptions in Asia alwav\ mol ded
its policy setting bounds to con-
struct _security system in the
area. The U ecurity policy
towards South Asia region can

be divided into three phases:
balance of power in the Cold
‘War period, beyond balance of
power after the end ﬂFC Ld War
and new balance of after
September 11, 2001, Laddtd
Te said mal the U") policy in
South Asia in Fm:l is lomi-
nantly exerts -Pakistan-
India triangular Telstionship. He
said the New World Order trans-
formed the world to a um-pwlar
system that reshuffled the
oreign policy and security pulw-

<,

The Associate Professor said
that given the US security inter-
ests and goals in Asia-Pacific
region where new pattern of bal-
ance of power Im rown up, the
US South Asia lcy underwent
a_reformation t at subs uem]y

picked India a
ner He said lhal the Us new pn\

ter for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazir Tarar chaired
a meeting of the committee to formulate administrativ

e and legislative measures

icy Lml."ntauons in Asm-l’auf’&
also had a preat imy n the
us appmacll (cwalds Soulh
Asian region

Hc said that ihc American

erts indorsed an Indo-centric
o icy lhnlunderlmm Indiaasa
largest  secular emncmm,

5wE:l\|n5 hilitary. might n,gurdcq
it as a dominant power in the
ref\o\\ that would play a central

check the future chal-

lenges  including  China’s
expanding influence in Asia-
Pacific. ‘and rising tide of

Istamm mmemnsm
med Tjaz said that the
believe that the
partnership with India
ased on shared values and
vision of democracx and region-
al security across Asia. He said
the US-India strategic. INP

Pakistan attaches great
importance to promotion, protection |
of rights of minorities: Senators

WASHINGTON DC: Visiting
the United States now, Senator
anesh Kumar Palyani and
Senator Gurdeep Singh have
said thai Pakistan atiaches high-
est importance to promotion ; zmd
protection of rights of minotities
and uncura:e them into the
mainstre

“Inter- fa](h harmony is a_pri-
ority for us and we are making
diligent efforts in that direc-

tion” the two Senators said.
These remarks were made by
the two Senators during an everit
that was hosted by Ambassador
Masood Khan at Pakistan
House. The two Senators were,
jed by a delegation of

Pakistani-American minority’s
leaders as well as other commu-
nity leaders from different parts
of the United States.
Ambassador Masood Khan
said that the visiting Senators
would be able to Brief their
erlocutors  here  about
Pakistan's strong commitment
to pluralism and respect for
diversity. Senator Kumar and
Senator Singh highlighted vari-
ous legislative, administrative
and legal measures that have
been taken by successive gov-
ernments in Pakistan to bring
minorities’ communities into the
mainstream. Referring to the

government including opening
wridor, restora-
tion of temples and other reli-
gious places across the count
the Senators said that these
efforts reflected strong commit-
ment of the government 1o the
cause of minorities of the coun-
try. The Senators highlighted
thm members of minorities were
represented in all walks of life
Like any other nation, we alsa
face challenges in our pursuit of
ensuring complete protection of
our minorities and vulnerable
groups but we are committed
and we would never falter, as a
nation, towards fulfilling our ob
hgahun " the Senator said INP

PM & Info Minister
grieved over death
of daughter of
CEO of private
Tv channel

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and
Minister for Information and
BmzdcawnF Marriyum
Aurangzeb have expressed deep
i“er and sorrow over the sudden

emise of Sumaya Salman, daugh-
ter of CEQ of a private Tv channel

In their separate condolence

messages on Friday, they prayed

Allah Almighty to provide strength
o Salman [gbal and his family o
T?&nr this irreparable loss with Tor-

g

Pnermer Shehbaz Sharif and Tnfo
Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb
prayed to Allah Almighty to rest

the departed soul in eternal peace
and to grant h:ghem lace 1o the
dacsassﬁ in Jannah T

FIA contacts
Interpol, seeks
red warrants
for Farah Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Investigation Agem;\, (FIA) has
contacted the Interpol, seeking the
issuance of red warrants for Farhat
Shehzadi aka Farah Gogi in a
money laundering case.

ccording to details, the investi-
gation agency filed an application
with Lmerpol, seeking issuance of
red warrants for Farhat Shehzadi
aka Farah Gogi

In the application, the FIA poi
ed out that it has “irrefutable
dence’ of money laundering
against the accused.”

ring the investigation, the
agency has found an account
worth hl\lmm of rupees in the
¢ had made

Fxrhﬂl Shehzadi is facing a case
registered against her under the
anti-money laundering act.

The case was regisiered against
her on the directives of the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) after

‘abnormal’ transactions n her
accounts, the FIA said.

According to details, the investi-
gation agency filed an application
with Interpol, seeking issuance of
red warrants for Farhat Shehzadi
aka Farah Goy

In the appllca(mn the FIA point-
<d out that it Isas irrefutable evi-
dence’ of money laundering
against the accus:

During the investigation, the
agency has found an account
worth” billions of rupees in the
name of Shehzadi. “She had made
assets Ihlmﬁh corruption, h"b”X
and pn]mc influence”, the FIL
added INP

villages of Mali Orasje  reported INP

steps taken by the
PTI left KP
impoverished during
10-year tenure:
Murtaza Abbassi

Havelian: Federal Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs Murtaza Javed Abbassi, former federal min-
ister Sardar Shehjahan and former PML-N MPA
Sardar Aurangzeb Nalotha have said that Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has left the province impov-
erished during its ten years of rule in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

They expressed these views while addressing at
the prize distribution of Gujjar Premium League at
village Tannaki, the other day.

Murtaza Abbassi said that Imran Khan, who was
infamous for creating chaos, had defaulted the
country while seeing the country's situation, PML-N
leader Nawaz Sharit made the most difficult dewi-
sion to clean up the mess created by Imran Khan for
the sake of the country

He said that if the ineffective government of PTI
left for a few more months, then the country would
have been bankrupted INP

TASHKENT: Ambassador of Pakistan to Uzbekistan Ahmed Farooq
called on Adviser to Prime Minister for Political, Public Affairs,
National Heritage and Culture Engr Amir Mugam in Tashkent.

Only 9pc share of Pakistan in
Gwadar Port’s profit, Senate
Body informed

=5 B
QU ETTA : Muw clist passing through accumu]alcd rain water dur-
ing rain in pn)vmcla] capital.

Chinese FM Qin Gang
arrives in Pakistan on a
two-day official visit

ISLAMABAD:  The apprised that the GPA  swhich the offcial repled
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unity and sustainable in the

Pakistan shared an all-

l he fourth reund of the
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tion in key areas.
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strategic
partnership

cooperative

etween

Ihe upcoming visit by

;md their commitment to

Ministry Foreign
Affairs spokesperson, i a

ﬂ'equer\l interactions
between high-level offi-

weather strategic cooper-

son  recalled

tries charted a course for

strengthen their strategic
partnership "INP

country.

economic development ory

hatred in the human mind destroyed intelligence and

was the biggest enemy of national unity He said
investment must be continuously provided INP

g}?m/ed by the Islamic
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President Blue Area Raja
Hasan Akhtar, President
G-8 Markaz Muhammad

Abid r\}{)l}ﬁ‘l President 1- i Muhamgmd neﬁvfneﬂd]v decisions  said that (\hﬁlma'\-la‘fui\l a{mouuced(\cln = provide Dev: Department Jamal suvg\mwpm
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Tarnol Traders Igbal. ~ President G-8 address to the business face of Pakistan and bet-  ing. They welcomed the

Association Wajid Ay,

decisions of Chairman CDA

Zghir Abbasi, Pr
G-7/1 Market Raja Safeer
Ahmed, President D-12
Markaz

dent

arkiz Raja Khurram

Presidents_of other mar-
kets in a joint statement
hailed the historic_busi-

usi community al\d
fac\l\lxle them to promote
business activities. They

community  at  the

ter development of mar-

jith Income Tax 8 BRA).
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IMF Conditions: Pakistan between the devil and the
deep blue sea: Mian Zahid

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group Pakistan, President Pakistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, and former provincial minister Mian Zahid Flussain
has said that Pakistan is between the devil and the deep blue sea over stringent IMF conditions.

Tn a statement issued here on Friday, he said, “One reason for delay is release of loan tranche by TMF is lack
of confidence, which will hit the budget making exercise.”

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the ninth review of the IMF and the staff level agreement should have been
completed last year, but the previous regime violated the with the i ization due to
which the ninth review was stalled. o

The people are constantly being told that all the new conditions of the IMF have been fulfilled, and that the
agreement will be concluded in a few days, but the IMF is changing the %mlpom very fm«gumly, he added
" T‘h&: business leader said that the IMF was adding new demands to its list and asking Pakistan continuous-

to do-more.
* Among the reasons for the unnecessary harshness on the part of the IMF was the fear of this institution that
after recerving the loan, affairs in Pakistan will continue to be run irresponsibly and the expenditure will not
be controlled. which will result in the country's bankruptey, he

the voters before the elections, which will further weaken the country's faltering economy and it will result in

disrepute of the lender if Pakistan defaults.

i e business leader said that China, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have assured loans to
akistan

Moreover, the government was discouraging imports, resulting in a fall of 68 percent in the current account
deficit in the last aE\[ months and was expected to further decline in the next four months. Import contraction
was also reducing the revenue of FBR o i ) :

Inflation has crossed 36 percent, the highest level in Asia, due to which the IMF is demanding a two per-
cent increase in the interest rates. Mian Zahid Hussain said that economic instability is increasing rapidly due
to continuous dnl:}( in payment of loan installments b!; the IMF. The current agreement with ﬁan ?M was
signed in 2019 and expires next month. According to the agreement, Pakistan was supposed to get a loan of
six and a half billion dollars, but so far only 3.9 hillion dollars have been received. The government has already
accepted all IMF conditions on exchange rate, tax rate, energy price, subsidy reduction and interest rate hike
but could not convince IMF to release funds. In this most difficult economic’situation, if the nation unites and
implements the um::ggcncy program of import substitution and privati failed g1 ituti
then this vortex can be exited, he said IN.

Flour price continues
to rise in Balochistan

They further called for steps to avert such a
edible items especially, on wheat in future and provide
relief 1o the people of Balochistan and the flour mill

served.
F is also worried that billions of rupees will be wasted to please

Mian Zahid Hussain further said that the I

QUETTA: The price of flour continues to rise in ban on
Balochistan as the government failed to provide the
commadity 1o the masses to overcome the problem of
shortage of wheat in the provinece. industry.
e flour crisis has further worsened in Quetta, The ‘flour crisis has further worsened in Quetta,
Loralai and other areas of Balochistan as the supply has  Loralai and other areas of Balochistan n:Lhe supply has
s,

been interrupted from the last few weeks. been interrupted from the last few weeks.
The Balochistan government appears to be helpless The Balochistan government appears to be helpless
regarding the flour crisis as per kilogram flour was  regarding the flour crisis as per kilogram flour was

being sold at over 160 rupees in the local market.

According to sources, a 20 kg bag of flour in Quetta
has reached Rs 3.100 and people are also worried due
to the increase in flour prices

The flour dealers in Balochistan have announced a
strike against the ban on inter-provincial supply of
ﬂqurrAcmrdm% to flour dealers. there was a ban on
bringing flour from Punjab and trucks loaded with
flour had been stopped at check posts on the Punjab
border with Balochistan. They sought assistance from
the povernment to resolve the issue on an emenég![?
basis and make sure the availability of flour at a -
able rates for the people of Balochistan. e

he owners of flour mills are of the opinion that

wheat was not being supplied as per their demand and
if the situation remained the same, a 20 kg bag of flour
could reach up to Rs 3,600, )

e demanded that Chief Ministers of Punjab and
Balochistan to take notice of the issue and order for the
removal of all check posts of the police and ather agen-
cies set up by the Punjab government to stop the trans-
portation of wheat to other provinces.

being sold at over 160 rupees in the local market.

According to sources, a 20 kg bag of flour in Quetta
has reached Rs 3,100 and pecple are also worried due
to the increase in flour prices.

The flour dealers in Balochistan have announced a
sinke nst the ban on inter-provincial supply of
ﬂqurrAcmrdm% to flour dealers, there was a ban on
bringing flour from Punjab and trucks loaded with
flour had been stopped at check posts on the Punjab
border with Balochistan. They sought assistance from
the government to resolve the issue on an emer&eﬂg
basis and make sure the availability of flour at afford-
able rates for the people of Balochistan, o

e owners of flour mills are of the opinion that
wheat was not being supplied as per their demand and
if the situation remained the same, a 20 kg bag of flour

reach up to Rs 3,600, i i

People demanded that Chief Ministers of Punjab and
Balochistan to take notice of the issue and order for the
removal of all check posts of the police and other agen-
cies set up by the Punjab government to stop the trans-
portation of wheat to other provinces.INP

Engr Amir
Mugqam,
Ambassador to
Uzbekistan

Pakistan to pay $3.7bn
debt from May-June:
Fitch Ratings

. . WAHINGTON DC: As the gov-  condition. Mot 1 . -
ernment struggles to secure a “QOur base case is sull that o OI'C)’C €
dlscussllg.sues of R R R o e Al o MOFA organizes function to
jonetary LI 1t an agreement on the programme
mutual interest Ratings o0 Frday ovealod tha r_ev'jew."ll(mslmiﬂ‘said._gul i | arrested, stolen mark Vesak Day
g " Pakistan faces a tot 3.7 bil-  risks are large and the rating cut in
A iaaviser, fo FHME | lion of debt paymants in the May-  February reflected that n default or motoreycle ISLAMABAD:A funetion tg mark to millions of Buddhists around_the
N al Heri wd Cul Engr June peniod, Bloomberg report debt restrucuning is an increasing- d Vesak Day, the birthday of the founder world including Pakistan on Vesak Day,
Aty Mugam Swas called on by | gHione, Kong-based dircctor at Iy seal possibiliy, e added FECyCre) of Buddbism Religion, Siddhariha the birthday of Buddha it
ir M ) itch, “Krisjanis Krustins, sai e debt payments underscore b i :
Palistan’s Ambassador 1o Uzbekistan | gpour $700"million of maturities the crucial heed for Pakistan to | . KARACHI The | o raniced &t Rlimstoy of Forelgn Commissionte-designgie of Malaysin Jo

Mr.Ahmed Farooq in Tashkent on
Friday
The Ambassador welcomed the
Advisor to PM in Tashkent and dis-
cussed with him issues of mutual
interests during the meeting,

Speaking on the occasion, Engr
Amir Mugam stressed the importance

akistan's  relationship  with

Uzbekistan. 5

It should be mentioned here that the
Adviser to Prime Minister is on visit
to Uzbekistan on the special invitation
of President of Uzbekistan and
Culture Minister of Uzbekistan to
attend “II Bakhshi Art festival” to be
held from May 06 to 09, 2023 INP

Incident of teachers’
killing in Kurram
conspiracy to disrupt
KP's peace: Governor

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali" has
termed the killing of teachers in the
Teri Mangle incident a conspiracy to
disrupt the peace of the area.

This was stated by him in a state-
ment issued in Peshawar on Friday.

Haji Ghulam Ali urged the people of
the tribal areas of province to forge
unity in their ranks to foil the nefari-
ous designs of anti-state elements.

The Governor KP asked the tribal
people, elected representatives and
notables to pia¥ their positive role for
maintenance of peace and stability in
district Kurrm'n.ﬁ?

PTI chief working
on anti Pak-China
relations
agenda: Kundi

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State
for_Paverty Alleviation and Social
Safety and Central Information

an agenda to destroy the cordial bilat-
ﬂ,:j relations between Pakistan and
1n4.

Addressing a joint press conference
here along with’ Advisor to the prime
minister on Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira,
he “said that Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party and Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari was fighting
the case of Pakistan at the internation-
al level Kundi questioned that on
which agenda Imran Khan was work-
ing and wh%@ policies were against
the country.

Governor Punjab hails
role of businessmen in
country’s economy

LAHORE Governor Puni’ah
Muhammad Balighur Rehman has
said that the businessmen are pExymF
an important role in the count
economy by bringing valuable foreign
exchange {o the country along wr
creating employment op nifies.

He was speaking as chief guest at a
special convocation organized here on
“riday 1o award the honorary degree
(Honoris Causa) of PhD Management
to Pakistan's well-known businessman
and philanthropist, SM Parvez, organ-
ized by Umvcrsne of Management
and Technology (UMT) at Governor
House Lahore The Governor Punjab
and Patron UMT Muhammad
Balighur Rehman awarded honorary
degree of PhD Management to SM
Parvez Addressing the ceremony,
Muhammad Balighur Rehman said
thar the businessmen are playing an
important role in the country's econo-
my by bnngﬁng valuable foreign
exchange to the country along with
creating employment _opportunities.
He said that the role of business com-
munity in education and health sector
fm}_publw welfare is commendable.

nline

are due in May and another $3 bil-

lion in June

_ In an emailed response to ques-

tions, Fitch told Bloomberg that it

expects $2.4 billion of SitS

and loans from China will be
led over.

Pakistan, which has been nego-
fiating to restart a $6.5 billion
bailout with the IMF for about
half a year, is racing to avert a
default as the foreign exchange
reserves — which currently pro-
wvide an import cover of nearly ane
month — come under pressure.
The country has secured financing
support_from countries in_the
Middle East and China, a key IMF

resume its bailout programme

with the Washington-based lender
that has been stalled since
November last

ear.

The $1.1 bilﬂaﬂ tranche is part
of a $6.5 billion bailout packa
the IMF approved in 201%, whicl
15 due to end in June, prior to the
budget. 5o far, Pakistan has
received $3.9 billion.

The country is reeling from an
economic erisis with inflation
surging to 36 4%, the highest in 1ts
history and the highest in South
Asia, while_a bruising
battle is ra%m between tl
emment and former prime minis-
ter [mran Khan INP

Uncontrolled elites are
making Pakistan a failed
state, says Shahid

ISLAMABAD: Business
leader and former president of
Islamabad  Chamber _Shahid
Raghid Butt on Friday said elites
exist in ev country of the
world. Countries where they are
kept under control prosper and the
countries where they are
unchecked become begpars.

_The elites of developed coun-
tries take cheap loans and conces-
sions to increase production and
exports, while the majority of our
incompetent elites have nothing in
focus but lucrative property busi-

ness.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said in a
statement issued here today that
the privileged class of business-
men in developed countries com-
petes with other countries in the
global market while our elites hate
competition and keep licking the
country's resources like termites.

The business leader noted that
the real estate sector has nothing

ta do with the development of the
country's economy, but it is delib-
erately kept very profitable in
Pakisian to promote the elite,

Due to unbelievable profits in
the real-estate sector, it attracts
most of the capital, and the pro-
ductive sector, which provides
employment and is a major source
of income and foreign axnhxnﬁe
earnings is left in a lurch, he
observed. Pakistan will not be
able to develop and will always be
in need of loans until liw]gmpcrty
sector 1s properly taxed. How can
a country prosper where the
labour earns more foreign exch
ange than exporters who get bil-
lions of dollars of subsidies, he
questioned. According to an Am
erican organization, the number of
billionaires in India is 169 with
known assets of 750 billion dol-
lars, while we have been begging
the IMF for seven months for one
billion dollars, he informed. INP

Glowing tributes paid to
Ashraf Sehrai in
Muzaffarabad on his
martyrdom day

MUZAFFARABAD: Glowin;
tributes were paid to senior APH
leader and Tehreek-e-Hurrivat
Jammu and Kashmir rman

ohammad Ashraf Sehrai on his
second martyrdom anniversary, in
Mugzaffarabad on Friday.

Pasban-e-Hurriyat Jammu and
Kashmir organizéd a function in
Muzaffarabad 1o remember Ashraf
Sehrai on his martyrdom anniver-

sa
?h_e Chairman of Pasban-e-

Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir,

Uzair Ahmad Ghazali, Pakistan

Peoples Party leader Shaukat
e

Javed Mir, ~ Hurriyat leader
Mushtaq Salam, Usman Al
Hashim, Chaudhry Muhammad
Mushtag, Hafiz ‘Bilal Ahmad

Faroogi and Muhammad Isha
Shaheen in_their speeches pai
tributes to him for his outstandin;
services in the religious, social

and political fields. .
They said that Ashraf Sehrai
was a_ prominent leader of the
Kashmir freedom movement and
trustworthy associate of senior
Hurriyat leader Syed Ali Gilani
who ‘spent most ‘of his life in
Indian ia;ls.
. The Hurriyat leaders said one of
his sons, Junaid Sehrai, was mar-
gmd by Indian troops on May 19,
020, one year before his own
martyrdom. Sehrai Sahib and his
entire family were victims of
Indian atrocities for many
cades, but they neither showed
flexibility on the freedom of
Kashmir, nor did they make any
compromise with the Usurpers.
Hist is a witness that the
blood the martyrs has never
been in vain and the blood of the
martyrs of Kashmir will also not

go waste, they maintained. TNP

Pakistan Rangers Sindh
and Police in a joint
patrolling arrested three
motorcycle lifters and
recovered a stolen motor-
cycle from their posses-

sion g
According o
for Rangers

Affairs in Islamabad Friday,

mbassadors, High Commissioners
and staff members belonging to
Diplomatic Corps in Islamabad attended
the event.

Addressing the ceremony, Acting
Foreign Secretary Syrus Sdjjad Qazl
said Pakistan is proud to have a special
with the Buddhist heritage.

on Friday, a Rangers team
alon% with police during
patrolling arrested an
alleged motorcycle thief
Huzaifsh red handed
when he was stealing a
motorcycle in Sikandar
Goth v

During initial interro-

ation arrested accused

uzaifah revealed that he
along with his two other
accmdollces namely Akif
and Adeel has stolen more
than 30 motorcycles and
sold them in parts

1 Huzaifah's indi-
cation, his accomplices
Akif and Adeel were
arrested. They confessed
that they weré involved in
motoreyeles m‘nr& in
Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Gulzar
Hijri, Gulshan Iqbal,
Sikandar Goth, and adja-
cent areas,

Arrested accused along
with recovered stolen
motorcycles were handed
aver to police for further
legal proceedings INP

Attock police
nabs eight
outlaws, recover
illegal weapons

ATTOCK:  On  the
orders of District Police
Officer Attock, Dr. Sardar
Ghiyas Gul Khan, the
Anock Police conducted
operations against crimi-
nals lhroq%huul the dis-
trict on Friday.
Sub-Inspector
Muhammad Ismael of
Fateh Jang police station,
e accused Al
Raza, a resident of Sultan
Town, Sargoedha and
recovered a SMG rifle
with ammunition from
him. Slml[aﬂ‘. the
accused Muhammad
Kamran son of Abdul
Rahman  resident of
Sargodha and Nauman
Ejaz, resident of Mohalla
Pind Sultani were arrested
by recovering rifle 44
bore with ammunition
and a 30 bore pistol with
ammunition, respectively.
In s;pa.rzle incidents,
ang Mehmoo
recovered 30 bore pistal
with ammunition from
Asif Mahmood, resident
of Sahal, a Kalashnikov
with ammunition from
Sikandar Hayat resident
of Sargodha’Sub-inspec-
tor of Bisal police station
Abdul Waiz during the
investigation case number
97 dated 01.05.23 INP

ISLAMABAD: Adyisor to the Prime Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan

Qamar Zaman K
addressing a press conference,

and Minister of State of Poverty Alleviation Faisal

He said the land of Pakistan has been
cradle of Buddhist art, culture, civiliza-
tion and holy land of Buddhism for more
than thousands of years, .

The Acting Foréign Secretary said we
are also proud of the fact that advent and
development of Buddhism is associated

ta

with the ancient land of Pakistan.
He also extended heartiest felicitation

P

WASHINGTON D
tion attending Select USA Summit.

Pakistan, Ambassador Mohamm
r Bin Mazlan, on behalf of the
ASEAN Committee lauded the efforts of
the Pakistan government and Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for preserving cultur-
al heritage of Buddha in Pakistan. He
said today we give a message of peace-
ful co-existence on behalf of the
N countries. & x
Mcsszagc of Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhuto Zardari, who is in India to attend
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
Council of Foreign Ministers' meeting at
aa, was also read out An exhibition
reflecting the life of Buddha through
artifacts, pictures, portraits, Buddhist
culture and civilization was also organ-
ized on this occasion.

Ambassador Masood Khan hosts Pak business delega-

China, Pakistan step up
exchanges in art and culture

Islamabad: China, Pakistan have
s!e‘;:ped up excbem%w in the fields of art
and culture, China Economic Net (CEN)

orted on Friday R B

“We are_discussing with Chinese
guest professors  about long-term
research on various aspects of Chinese
and Pakistani arts and crafts The safe-
guarding of the rock carvings and
ancient inscriptions in our northem areas
15 also possible under such collabora-
tion”, Prof. r. Zarawar Khan,
Department of Tourism and Hospitality,
Umniversity of Swat said while attending
the China-Pakistan Contemporary Arts
Exchange Exhibition.

The exhibition is taking place al the
University of | tion, ore from
May 3-5 and in tandem at the Lahore
Museum from May 3-7.

More than 100 pieces of works by
Pakistani and Chinese artists, including
Chinese painting, Chinese calligraphy,
sculpture and other forms of art, are on

dlsp ay.

“The art exhibition is one of its kind
ever held at the University of Education
in Lahore in collaboration with the

Chi&eae art historians, students and del-
egates.

gates,

The exhi n has added new dimen-
sions to our knowledge about the ancient
religious, cultural and commercial inter-
action between China and Pakistan”,
said Dr. Zarawar Khan.

Post pandemic, Chinese students, art
experts and historians are restoring con-
tacts with Pakistan to conduct research
on bilateral arts and crafts and enhance
cultural interactions. The exhibition is
also part of the ongoing efforts to mark
the ten-year anniversary of the Belt and
Road Initiative. B

According to Mr. Hao. Director of the
Internation ice, Hebei Academy
Fine Arts, after the conclusion of the two
exhibition areas, the exhibits will con-
tinue to be on display at the local art
center for more than a week. The acade-
my will also donate some excellent
works to the University of Education
and the Lahore Museum for commemo-
ration.He told CE! t in the Lahore
Museum, a China Pavilion was built last
year, but many collections were copies
donated by locals. INP

Canton Fair: Pakistani
entrepreneurs bridging trade
relations with the World

BEIING: Canton Fair paves the way
bridging wade relations of Pakistani
entrepreneurs with China and the rest
according to a rej on'?uhhsned
Ey_ China Economic Net (CEN) on

g I heard that there will be an
international booth here and a lot of
international visitors will be pat-
ing, 1feel likeit's a must to come here to
finid out the possibility of doing business
with China as well as the whole world,"

Export Fair held in Guangzhou, China.
The 13rd China Import and Expor
Fair - known as Canton Fair - kicked off
on the moming of April 15, and entered
its third and final phase in Guangzhou,
China on May 1. )
. Held in three phases through May 5, it
is also the largest in_history, with a
record number of exhibition areas a
exhibitors. Its offline exhibitors rose to
more than 34,000 this year, with more

than 9,000 new exhibitors, and online
exhibition enterprises reached 39,281

"'s our first time to be here,” Akhtar
said, adding that he was hoping for the
best. "I was really impressed - the fair is
well organized; we got services
rom the constructor and from the
Cantonese people. I bring the best textile
products hemﬂli would like to see how [
can explore the market and how to start
business with the Chinese buyers.”

Safdar Fay%u‘ Chief Mann%ef
Exports, Piano Exports FZCQ, who also
atiended the fair as an exhibitor for the
first fime. expressed his excitement over
the event, We heard that it is one of the
largest fairs in China, so we are eager to
come here, and h lly more coordi-
nation will be seen 1n the future,” he pin-
pointed_As one of the largest manufac-
turers of writing instruments and sta-
tionery items and ome of the leading
exzporms to the globe, Piano Exports
FZCO showcased its dazzling products
with price quality combination to
international visitors |




