First Digital, Print Daily of Balochistan Editor : Asim Khan

Email adderss:

Rs.10.00 Vol. V No.52
dquettavoice(@gmail.com
Monday 08

UETTA VOICE "

D @) W Ed Quettavoice
Scotish First
v Minister calls on
— ' "I PM Shehbaz Shareef

Faizan Jattak
Murder: Eagle
squad man
convicted to death

sentence
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Chaghi levies arrest

2 alleged kidnappers
and recover weapons

Quetta: Elderly man
made a 6 km long
walking track on

humanitarian basis

y ETTA:A  local
Manan Mandokhail : P } court convicted the

police eagle squad per-
sonnel to a death sen-
tence and three to life
imprisonment in the
murder _case of Faizan

Syed Kaleem Shah

Quetta’s elderly man made
a 6-kilometer-long walking
track on a humanitarian basis
to facilitate the people. The
track has been carved out m
the Koh e Murdar valley,

located in the East of Quetta lkxlled by the accused

“My objective was to sup- Quetta’s  Sariab
port the al\mi peop\e who Koad on May 6, 2021
come for a , Yawar ‘Additiona]
All Hazara, the 6] cear-old Rewmm Judge-1

man said Yawar belongs to
Quetta’s Hazara community
and has been living in the
M;\mabad area of the city.

Sariab Division, Mr
Aurangzeb ~ Ghuman
announced the verdict

Eagle

imprisonment and
personnel

a rus:cution.
fine of fifty thousand E

will give me a on Saturday evening rupees, wfmfe hunder u m’mn Arsalan,

section 302 of the BC, Zahir Azam Khan, an nd
reward, | am not demanding Accused a fine of five lakh Hamid killed a youth
anything_from people”, he Sulaiman rupees  has  been named Faizan Jatak on

Ea-d_w ile talking to the announced May 6. 2021, in Sariab

e awarded death F. nhoa% Quetti area. by
A ; shooting at a vehicle
carved out by Yawar Ali in pgna[ty alza" Sariab police station

the Kohe Murdar mountain.

Yawar Ali

had registered a case
under provisions 302,
324 of the Crvil Code
and 318, 34 of the

Jattak was
killed on

e

Delivering the ver-
dict, the court awarded
the death penalty 1o the

Eagle Squad official Penal Code and sub-
accused Sulaiman
Hazara ol LA 3o L . s while the other 1 May 6’ m'(_u:gm[‘he challan to
made the track because doc-  he ormed that he stated The wdec accused Arsalan, Zahir 2021 The killing of ‘the
has no tors always advise people watched his videos on Al Hazara went HI'EI| Dﬂ zam han  and young man  had
facing vanous diseases to  social media on augh-  social media Hamid were sentenced ——— sparked protests in
do walk. “Where will they ter's mabile, “People are Scores ‘,f people shared | to life imprisonment. On behalf of the qun:na ang Shis anuw
phone go, | thought”, he said Lallm% my daughters and the video and appreciated The court convicted go\emmc eiastors  Aesriany -;’&
recalling his 1nitial plan. sons from various coun- his efforts and commit- | the accused under sec- hram 133"3“ }m Ererarle Sy
ey P—— Mr. zara has no iries and np1?rec|almg my ment lo canlng out the [[tion 324 Ev if Advocate followed the By
awar Ali Hazara said he 1 0biie phone. Although, work”, Ali  walking track proven, five years of case. According to the ment to the aceuse

In meeting with Afghan FM, CAOS stresses need for cooperation
~ to tackle terrorism and extremism

mechanisms for “improvement in the
current security environment”

“COAS stressed the need for enhanced
cooperation between the two brotherly
neighbours to =iTecuv= y tackle the comi-

1 mon challenges of terrorism and extrem-

RAWALPINDLIn a mee(mawuh amng
Afghan Foreign Mini mir

Muttagi, Chief of Army Staff COAS) Gen

Asim Mul’llf stressed the need for enhanced
cooperation between the two couniries o
“effectively tackle the common challenges 3

mlal COAS Munir also mei with
Qm mgl l.tha s state councillor and for-
eign mimster, who is also in Pakistan
a!uv;&ude lha Afghun minister.
s of mutual interest, including

of terrorism and extremism”

According to a statement issued the
Inter-Services Pubiu: Relations (ISPR] late
— whofs currently in

ism. He reiterated the need for full support
and wmm::mcm frcm thc Alghaﬂ Imterim

ent in malis iual interest,’
%te lSPR said, m‘ldmg lhat the COAS also

regional security and defence cooperation,
came under discussion,” the ISPR said.

ring the meeting, ‘the army chief reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commitment to the

Palistan on'a I‘uur y visist [0 parucu e kistan’s commitment to a China-Pakistan strategic relationshi

in bilateral and frilateral meetings led \ sxahla, peat.efu! and  prosperous COAS Munir also pledged full support fo

on the army chief at his office. Afghanistan™. the China-Pakistan Economic Co d
Since its launch in 2017, the trilateral e statement added that the Afghan (CPEC) project and apgrwuled Beijing’s

dialogue mechanism has become an impor- b minister appreciated Pakistan’s suwoﬂ for  unwavering support for Pakistan on région-

tant platform for the three countries to
enhnnce understanding and deepen mutual
trust and cooperation. The dialogue this
time is taking place at a time when cross-
bcnder artacks from Afghanistan are on the

thn people nr Arghamman and acknowl-
E nt role that Pakistan
mmmue; to p ay in facilitating peace and
development in Afghanistan”
\dumq\ also expressed his desire to

al and international issues, the statement
said Meanwhile, the Chinese minister
underscored the importance of the long-

standing srraleg:c relationship between the
two countries and expressed satisfaction

wark closely with Pakistan to promate  over CPEC's progress while reiterating his
regional minhly and prosperity, it added country’s commilment to its timely com-

oth sides agreed on the importance of  pletion,“He also appreciated PaKistan’s
maintaining reﬁul.as contact to strengthen  efforts in mamtammg regional peace and
bilateral ties and address issues of common  stability. TN

Scotish First Minister calls on
PM Shehbaz Shareef

Th: statement said the two discussed
issues of mutual ml=rwi. :ncludmg aspecls
related to regional securi er mai;

ment, and formalisation uf bilateral securi-

Earthquak
e tremors
felt in

Chaghi levies arrest
2 alleged kidnappers and
recover weapons

Riaz Baloch LONDON First In this regard Pakistan

Khuzdar Jlatialoin -, Minister of _Scotland, suggested holding an

DALBANDIN:Ch Humza Yousaf called on investment Conference in

it levied kel Prime Minister Scotland and seignamtely

; S Muhammad  Shehbaz arrange a road show to

From Qur Correspondent | two o g el e Sharif in Londnr! yester- showcase  Pakistan's

———— | involve ey 71 day Sunday) Felicitating renewable energy poten-
Farll\quakc tremors | ping case ﬁ"d recover irst Minister on his fial in Scoiland

were {n | Weapoms end narootics e]acuon to this important The Prime Minister

from their
roswesswon Levies intel-
jence branch tipped
mat a movement of a
SUTCD‘ is expected on
towards Moshki

further  thanked  the
Scottish government for
its generous_contribution
to floads relief last year

¢ Prime Minister

osition,  the e
inister observed that
Mr. Yousaf’s election
underscored the impor-
tant and positive contri-
bution of the British

Balochistan” s Khuzdar
district on Sunday. The
tremors were recorded
at 42 on the reactor
scale. The epicenter of I cextended a cordial invita-
They also

a a as | from Dalbandin. Levies Pakistani_community 0 of trade, investment, edu-  renewables tion to Mr. Yousaf to visit
Illolzateeddrll? ukdi%‘oeme‘t:': %ﬂtl Response Force the progress and develop-  cation, water manage- explored ways to lever-  Pakistan, which he happi-
) started to_snap ment of Scotland and  ment, wind & solar tech-  age the Scottish Pakistani y accepted. Mr. Yousal

west of Khuzdar, t-hml-ms in the Padaz across the nology and people to peo-  entrepreneurs to promote ltads the  Scoftish

There was no human || area wherein a premic  an U‘L“HT‘SCO' fire with The two leaders agreed  ple finks. The two sides  investment in Pakistan. National Party, and was
the QRF. The accused

r property los: car was _stopped The uested anonymity | 1 further strengtheit his-  agreed to work collabora-  They also agreed to work  elected in March by the

?esﬁlopgfly.hg seaars‘]: accused tried to escape  were brought to the ce hie was natauthor- § yoeie  fies  between u'%eh to promate joint collaboratively toaddress  Scottish Parliament 1o

k fram the spot.  levies station. Aninves- ized to speak to the | pakistan and Scotland, ventures in education, me challenge’ of climate  head the Scottish govern-
quake. Subsequently, after an tigation is undemay i media in this regard. including in the domains  skills development and ment, Web Desk

- gation into this incident”, Peer Muhammad Kakar, the central leader of the

Hussain Zarkoon mines association said. Mr. Kakar said there were no proper safety condi-

tions inside the coal mines of Balochistan and this was the underlying rea-
son behine such 1ncidents

Worst working conditions
inside coal mines of
Balochistan

Hazardous working conditions inside coal mines of Balochistan have
claimed scores of precious human lives. Especially, working conditions for
coal miners in the Dukki mine area are mwerablc

o trapped coal miners inside a_coal mme n Balochistan’s
Dukh d!smd are yet to be recovered. Almost 35 hours passed, and the res-
cue workers are still clueless about the trap miners, Maqsood Ahmed.
the Inspector of Mines said At least two coal miners were trapped inside a
coal mine in the coal mines area of Dukki when the mine was abruptly
filled with rainy water. Some coal miners managed to come out of the mine.
However, two coal miners have been missing and trapped for the last more
than 35 hours Magsood Ahmed narrated The coal miners were extracting
coal from deep inside the mine when it {mine) was suddenly Filed with raim
water, Fellow coal miners and people of the area rushed towards the spot to
n:cuu.r the miners “Our rescue team is ng for the recovery of the
d miners”, Magqsood Ahmed inform e said efforts were being
le to ensure the unhurt recovery of the trapped coal miners.

2 “They are usl collecting the money at the t of poor miners”, Peer
FCP“-”‘S‘?”"“—” reaChed tn the beglnnlng Muhammad ar said. He demanded the mglstmtlon ofan FIR against
Tnitially, personnel of the frontier corps reached the spot of the incident. {]hehwmﬂﬂclors and sl el S e Al T
However, they were unable to recover the miners. W demand an invest- HINOUBI IO LA, e
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Why equipment non
functional in

EDITORIAL
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Balochistan hospitals ?

In Balochistan’s government-run hospitals, expensive equipment
can always be found non-functional. In the province’s Is.r%gst gov-

ernment-run hospital, the Bolan Medical Complex

ospital

(BMCH), the angiography and angioplasty machines are out of
order for the last two and half years:
This is nolhing new in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. Now

atients and |

eir attendants_are mentall

prepared for this

-xpensive machines including CT-Scan, MRI, angiography, ete can
always be found out of order in BMCH and civil hospitals. District

headquarters hospitals, basic health units,
paint a bleak picture when it comes to hea
i ’s report about out of order machines fell on deaf ears

g v recently reported a news item regarding the non-func-
tional angiography " an

this.

and
lith faci

ral health centers
ties and services

1 ind _angioplasty_machines. Nevertheless, the
rovincial high-ups including the Chief Secretary, Secretary of
ealth, and other concerned officials preferred nof to take notice

The report rather fell on deaf ears.
It is crystal clear that deserving and poor patients and their atten-

dants are the worst sufferers of the non-functional expensive

machines. The doctors and the para-medics are the beneficiaries of

Patients the worst sufferers of out order machines
If the machines are out of order, the patients have no option other
than to conduct the tests and procedures in private hospitals and

clinics. Balochistan Health Minister, Syed Ehsan Shah told

this

daily that there are reports that doctors and paramedics deliberately
make these expensive machines out of order. Sentor doctors reject-
ed the minister’s claim and held the latter responsible for all the
mess in the health department,

In this blame game between doctors and the minister, the common
man is the worst sufferer. The provincial government in general and
the health department in particular should make the machines func-
tional since it is their core responsibility.

=i LT B
The beleaguered pub-
lic offices have come
under a new wave of
employee associations
broadening the turf war
The new rallying point
is to assert the right for
the coveted packages in
wages given to the
provincial secretariat
Guided by the tools
employed gy secretariat
employees 1o secure
bloated wages in com-
parison with the
attached department, the
number of associations
has multiplied and the
pre-existing ones have
coalesced into a broader
alliance.

They have further
d to arrogate the
positions of head of
attached  departments
claimed by provincial
secretariat employees. A
few back
Balochistan Secretariat
Employees Association
anncunced its  with-
drawal from a grand

alliance  of  other
employees’ associa-
tions. The alliance was
formed to put pressure
on the government for
demands  they  all
shared; which included
the rise in pay and
allowances and to
address the discrepan-
cies

A growing
number of
employees
adding public
grievances

The grawing number
of employee  associa-
tions, in the name of
their welfare, under-
scores the growing utili-
ty of forming pressure
groups  to  protract
iyheres of influence
aking a cue from the
past, the growing trend
will bring serious pres-
sure on the frail institu-
tional framewol
adding to public griev-

€8

One of the phenome-
na, engendered by
growing pressure
groups in the public, is
written writ large that
institutions have expo-
nentially grown in size,
while at the same time
turned into pathetically
ossified entities, fore-

2 their imminent
eventuality

will not only brin
about suffering for al
mployees associated
with_these institutions
but it will also add to
the flight of the public
at large. The bloated
oversize of public
departments in associa-
tion with their age-old
calcified nature has
turned them into a self-
serving superstructure
and lost relevance to the
common man

A department
created for the
general public

turned into a
service provider

Sfor employees
only

A department created
for the service of the
general  public
turned into a service
provider  for their
respective _employees,
All the offices at dis-
trict, divisional or
provincial levels have
more affairs related to
employees than that of
the ones for whose wel-
fare the same are creat-
ed The resources
placed at the disposal of
these institutions with
the aim to alleviate the
issues of citizens, are
arrogated to themselves
and have turned into a

bone of contention for
members of the institu-
tions. Speaking of per-
sonal experience of a
department, with dis-
trict and divisional level
offices, it was noted that
more than 90% of the
correspondence made
with that office was
related to the personal
affairs of the employees
working in that depart-
ment. It is the case with
every public  segtor
institution, Their raison
d’etre is service unto
sel!

Element
of powers
keep their
opponents

at bay

The element of powers
among employees’ asso-
ciations also include larg-
er size; the larger the
size, the more nuisance
value to keep the oppo-

nent at bay. At the
provincial — secretariat
with the aim to enl

its own size decades-old
clerical staff positions are
exponentially expanded
leading to a “one size fits
all” structure. Despite
.;yecia]lzgtiop in every
feld turning into a norm,
the public sector is stuck
in an age-old manage-
ment model. The infor-
mation technology devel-

Withering Public Institutions

opment has turned the
public sector structure
mto an obsolete entity.
The manpower and the
machine have found no
compatibility, The only
change in the last 75
vears is that number of
ositions  has  shifted
rom one service group to
another Mutual bargain-
ing among the service
sroups is termed reform
m the system. A third-
body assessment guided
only by the public inter-
est has never taken place
The resistance to cha
nge has not only left the
public sector unwork-
able, the private sector
has overtaken it in the
market. When private
sector  services are
required from the market,
the public sector func-
tionaries are found total-
Iy clueless about the
trend in the market. Res
ultantly, the public sector
is uniformly character-
ized by sub-standard %ua
lity. The public sector has
still not parted from the
role, long performed by it
but is now overtaken by t
he privale sector with b
etter performance. A rol &
swap from a player toar
egulator has still not tak
n place. The role of regu |
ator, which should have b
een taken by the public 5
ector, is distasteful for it.
'he author is a serv-
ing Balochistan
Secretary for Archives
and Culture

Modernization

The 20th National
Congress,  of  the
Communist Party of
China (CPC) has pro-
posed _adyancing e
progress. of the Chinese
nation on all  fronts
through a Chinese path to
modemization. In  this

context, the people of
China embark on a new
Joumey towards hulid‘l’r\dg
their country into a mod-
ern socialist country in all

the heavens nor emerged

by itself. It has been
attained step by st
through determined,

Em_nsiakmu efforts of the
hinese peaple under the
leadership of the T
which has always stayed
true to its founding mis-
sion.
After the Opium War in
the mid-nineteenth centu-
ry, China was plunged
into the darkness of
domestic turmoil and for-
eign aggression; its peo-
ple, rav v war, saw
their homeland torn apart
and lived in poverty and
despair. They were, at
that moment, asking:
?'h\:(cnir. our hope and

Since its Foundwmﬁ
more than one hund
years ago, the CPC has
nghteously taken up the
historical mission of
achieving the great reju-
venation_of the Chinese

people 1o cal
strugele, an
on the great journey of
independently building a
moderm count

We have turned China
from an impoverished
and backw, land into

the world's second largest
eunrmmg, a top trader in
oods, biggest holder of
oreign exchange
reserves, and the biggest
manufacturer. We have
ut 1n place the world's
argest compulsory edu-
cation  system, social
security  system, and
medical and healtheare
system. China has real-
ized, in & span of several
decades, the industrial-
ization that had taken
developed countries sev-
eral centuries, We have
caught up with the times
in preat stride,

he modernization of
more than 1.4 billion
Chinese people as a
whole will certainly pro-
vide a much stronger
impetus for the world
economy, Over the past
A0-plus  years  since
reform and opening-up,
the Chinese government
has lifted over 800 mil-
lion people out of pover
and enlarged the middle-
income group fo over 400
million people. Today,
China is the main trading
partner of over 140 coun-
tries and regions, making
320 million  direct
investment around the
world each day and
attracting over 3,000 for-
eign businesses every
month. Owver the past
decade, China has con-
tributed more to global
growth than all the GT
countries combined

he modermization of
China while pursuing
common prosperity for
all will open up a broader
path the _common
development of all coun-
tries. Common prosperity
for the whaole world
requires the development
of all countries. The Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)

and the obal
Development Initiative
{}?DI are public goods
that China offers to the
international

in China
By Yang Yundong

world on many counts: in
terms of afforested_area,
which accounts for a
quarter of the Iworld's

total; in the d P

They are also open plat-
forms for pursuing eom-
mon development and
prosperity. Ten years on
since the start of the BRI,
aver 3,000 cooperation
rojects  have  been
aunched, involving close
to $1 tnllion of invest-
ment and  creating
420,000 jobs for partici-
pating countries. Many
nations have thus realized
their dreams of railways,
big bridges, and poverty
alleviation. .
The modemization of
China with material and
cultural-cthical advance-
ment will lead to bright
prospects for  human
progress. The ultimate
goal of modemnization is
the free and well-round

and utilization of renew-
able energy, with one-
third of ‘the world’s
installed capacity of wind
and solar power; and n
the output and sales of
new energy vehicles, with
half of the world’s NEVs
running  on  Chinese
roads.China has made the
solemn pledgie of achiev-
ing carbon peak and car-
bon neutrality and com-
mitted itself to moving
from carbon peak fo neu-
trality n fur.l 30 years.
That is at least years less
than the United States
lus years less
r gan Union,
China has taken the im-
tiative to set up and invest

" of people,
which means not only
material abundance but
also cultural-ethical
ennchment. Some coun-
tries, while highly devel-
oped in economy, science
and technology, have
descended into a capital-
ucntl‘l_b]rﬂodc. rampant

materialism, cultural
impoverishment, moral
degradation, and public

disorder. Such a modern-

ization is  obviously
inconsistent with  the
goals  pursued by
mankind.

The modermization of
China with achieving har-
mony between humanity
and nature will provide a
more viable pathway 10 a

beautiful
world.  China readily
takes on its responsibility
of protecting the environ-
ment and tackling climate
change, and leads the

in the Kunming
Biodiversity Fund and

d to the conclu-
sion of the Pans

Agreement The modern-
ization of China on the
path of peaceful develop-
ment will bring more cer-
tainty to world peace and
stability. Dominance and
hegemony is not the aim
of China's development.
China is the only country
in the world that has put
in its constitution the
commitment to a path of
eaceful 1

disputes. _ . Recently,
through facilitation by
China, Saudi Arabia and
Iran resumed diplomatic
relations. On the Ukraine
¢risis, China holds an
impartial position and
actively promotes talks
for peace. Modernization
15 a common cause for all
of humanity. The success
in Chinese moderni zation
has proved that there is
no fixed model of mod-
emization. Any country
can achieve moderniza-
tion — as long as the ath
suits its condiions and
answers the nieed of its
people for development,
ina and Pakistan are
all-weather strategic
cooperative partners, and
the two countries are
bound to be natural part-
ners on course towards
modernization, This vear
marks the 10th anniver-
sary of the launch of the
construction  of  the
Chinag-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC), CPEC__ has
brought a total of $254
billion in_direct invest-
ment, $1755 billion in
revenue, $2.12 billion in
taxes, and create:
192,000 jobs for Pakist
an, helping Pakist:
add 6000MW of ¢l
ity, 510km of highway
and 886km of the nation-
al core net-

e country is the top
contributor of peaceke:
ing personnel among the
permanent members
the UN Security Council,
and the only country
among the five Nuclear-
Weapon States that_has
made the promise of no-
first-use ~ of  nuclear
weapons. China advo-
cates consultation and
dialogue and peaceful
resolution of international

work, laying a solid foun-
dation for Pakistan’s ec
nomic and social devi
opment. China will con-
tinue to work hand in
hand with Pakistan on the
road to modernization
that meets our respective
national conditions _and
make unremitting efTors
to build a eloser China-
Pakistan community with
a shared future in the new
a

Common ground

wo  hun-
dred  and
thirty-five
million
akistanis
share three key charac-
teristics: a common his-
tory, common values,
and common aspirations
Beginning in the 8th cen-
tury, Muhammad bin
Qasim_led the Umayyad
L invaslon of
the Sindh region in what
is now present-da
Pakistan. For over 80
years, this entire region
remained under Islamic
rule until the end of the
Muﬁha[ Empire in the
191

century.
wo hundred and
twenty-three million

Pakistanis share a set of
commaon values
Pakistani culture places a
high value on family,
emphasizing close fami-
Iy ties and the responsi-
Bility of caring Far rela-
tives. Respect for elders
is also a core value in our
culture. Pakistani hospi-
tality is renowned for its
warmth and generosity
towards guess. Finally,
patriotism  is _ deeply
ingrained in the Pakistani
identity, as we all share a
strong’ sense of national
pride and identity with

twenty-three
Pakisianis also share
common aspirations. All
of us aspire to have
access to guality educa-
tion. All of us seek better
job  opportunities  an
achieve financial stabili-
ty. All of us aspire to
have access to cfual_ily
healthcare. And all of us
want access to affordable
housin,

In effect, we share a

common  history, com-
mon values and common
aspirations Then why so
mus polarization?
Unfortunately, some _

our politicians demonize
their opponents in order
to gain an advantage in
elections or political bat-
tles, Unfortunately, some
of our politicians portray
their opponents as cor-
rupt or immoral hoping
to sway voters to their
side Unfortunately,

icians
her in
order to attract media
attention and generate
headlines. Unfortunately.
some of our politicians
demonize their oppo-
nents to distract from
their own weaknesses. In
1953, after the Korean
War ended, South Korea
was one of the poorest
countries in the world.
The key factor that trans-
formed South orea
from a war-tom agricul-
ture society into a high-
tech industrial power-
house was the Koreans
gathering around a com-
mon ground.

During the Vietnam
War, which lasted from
1955 10 1975, the US and
its allies drop
than seven million tons
of bombs on Vietnam,
Laos and Cambadia. The
war resulted in an esti-
mated three  million
Viemamese deaths. Over
the past few decades,
Vietnam has tumed itself
into a manufacturing
hub-and the two key fac-
i ietnam’s
success are political sta-
bility and Vietnamese
gathering around a com-
mon ground

China, at the tumn of
the 20th century, wasina

state of turmoil, with a
weak and divided gov-
ernment,  widespread

poverty, and rampant
?lum addiction. Mao
edong  brought the

Chinese on to a common
round under the “Great
.eai: Forward and_the
‘Cultural  Revolution’,
Between 1981 and 2013,

China _managed to lift
830 million Chinese out

of poverty — an accom-
lishment that is unparal-
eled in human history.
“Pernicious polariza-
tion — characterized by

extreme partisanship, a
lack of compromise. and
the dehumanization of
political opponemts —
results in severe econom-
ic damage, political grid-
lock and increased politi-
cal viclence. Permicious
E_olar-(a:uon destroyed
eorgia Pernicious
olarization  wrecked
imbabwe  Pernicious
polarization  destroys
governance. Pernicious
olari zation
ireece Pernicious
go[a! ization ravaged the
hilippines. Pernicious
olarization dilapidated
cuador. Pernicious
olarization  shattered
olombia.  Pernicious
polarization is  now

destroying Turkey.

For Pakistan, common
ground is the principal
prerequisite for buildin,
Lrust,  Cooperation an
social cohesion, which
are all critical factors for
a country’s economic
and polifical develop-
ment

The writer is a colum-
nist based in Islamabad.
He tweets (@saleemfar-
rukh and can be reached

a 33
farrukhl 5@hotmail.com

Demonetization and capit

There is more than
Rs8.5 trillion of curren-
ey in circulation slosh-
ing around in the econo-
my This is capital, or
funds that stay outside
the formal financial sys-
tem. The increase in
currency-in-circulation
has far outpaced eco-
nomic growth. In June
2019, currency-in-cir-
culation was around
Rs4.9 willion, and has
increased by more than
75 per cent or Rs3.6
trillion. Regardiess of
the time period one
looks at, the growth in
currency-in-circulation
has been considerable,
and the effect of the
same is visible in inflat-
ed asset prices, particu-
larly in the informal
segment.

Existence of an
increasing quantity of
currency in circulation
continues to push up
aggregate demand in the

economy. As demand
increases, supply
remains  constrained,

whether due to inability
to develop aggregate
supply locally or due to
excessive reliance on
imports, resulting i
increasing  inflation
The current bout of
inflation that has led to
all-time high inflation
levels can be partially
attributed to significant
rowth in the monetary
ase, in addition to sup-
q"ly chain constraints.
he inability to effec-
tively redeploy avail-
able capital into more
productive arcas that
can increase aggre;
supply is also one of the

core reasons inflation

continues to pusl
upwards.
Policymakers  are
uick to blame interna-

tional commadity prices.
for any episodes of
inflation, but they con-
veniently ignore the
crucial role that demand
and supply dynamics
lay in ensuring that
ong-term inflation
remains in a targeted
range. The inability to
understand demand and
supply dynamics,
whether that of local
currency, foreign cur-
rency, of other tangible
goods, has led to a situ-
ation where policy deci-
sions are taken on an
ad-hoc basis, rather
than to meet a structural
oal.

As a significant quan-
tity of financial capital
stays outside the formal
financial system, this
reduces the availability
of financial capital in
the system, which can
drive growth in the for-

economy
Curren roughly 70
per cent of all banking
assets are directly or

indirectly allocated
towards the sovereign
As the sovereign’s

appetite for borrowed
funds continues unabat-
ed, and it continues to
run recurring  fiscal
deficits, the demand for
financial capital contin-
ues to increase. As such
demand increases, and
as the suprty of finan-
cial capital in the sys-
tem  remains  con-
strained while increas-
ing quantity is kept in

currency outside the
system — there is a
shortage of  capital
available in the system,
relative to the demand
Such a shortage even-
tually means an
increase in price, and
interest rate is essential-
ly the price of money.
As availability of finan-
cial capital in the sys-

tem  remains  con-
strained, the interest
rate  continues to

increase — we continue
to maintain highest ever
interest rates at this
paint in time, and if
things don’t change,
they may inerease fur-
ther.

As the sovereign con-
tinues to crowd out
credit 1o the private sec-
tor, by being the largest
borrower in the system,
this reduces the relative
quamil{ of capital
available for develop-
ment of a private sector,
and eventually industri-
al, or agricultural
growth. Since this has
continued for more than
ten years now, industri-
al “development has
been sparse at best, and
any development has
largely been through
highly concessional and
distortionary schemes

The capital available
for allocation to farmers
is actually lower than
the credit that is allocat-
ed by banks to their
employees. Sparse
availability of capital as
a function of an irre-
sponsible sovereign
running recurring
deficits, and existence
of an increasing quanti-

ty of capital outside the
system has led to a sce-
nario where there has
been relatively low
investment in develop-
ment of industrial &

agricultural capacity,
and cventually aggre:
gate supply.

Pakistan has one of
the lowest savings rates
among emerging and
frontier markets at 13
per cent of GDP. and
this has stayed consis-
tently low. A low sav-
ings rate does not mean
that houscholds save
any less, it implies that
households do not save
ift the formal segment,
and prefer to save in the
informal segment
whether that is through
stashing cash under
mattress, or buying real
estate in one synthetic
form, or another. Due to
a low savings rate,
investment rate is also
low, since not enough
capital is available in
the system to invest in
cither infrastructure or
development of indus-
trial or agricultural
capacity,

Demonetization _that
takes out a significant
quantity of currency-in-
circulation and rede-
F]oyi it into the formal
inancial sector is not a
one-size-fits-all
panacea. It certainly
does solve the problem
of reducing the quantity
ofcurrenc?' in the econ-
omy, while increasin,
the supply of financial
capital in the system. It
solves the savings prob-
lem to a certain extent.
Inerease in supply of

al

By Ammar Habib Khan
financial capital in the
system would eventual-
Iy result in a reduction
in inferest rates, assum-
ing the sovereign
becomes slightly more
fiscally responsible

The fresh  capital
available can be rede-
ployed towards areas
that are export-criented,
and enable diversifica-
tion and growth of the
country’s export base.
This would effectively
imply reallocation of
currency currently stuck
in deadweight "assets
like real estate and gold
towards export-otiented
industries that can gen-
erate employment and
generate exports, there-
by also solving a struc-
waral current account
deficit problem.

The same capital can

also be redeployed
towards  increasing
aggregate supply in

areas more vulnerable
to inflationary pres-
sures. This requires a
coherent industrial pol-
icy that is not suscep!
ble to political volatili-
ty, and has a long-term
orientation. We have a
capital problem, and
that can be solved
through demonetiza-
tion. We have a growth
roblem, and that can
e solved with an
industrial pelicy that is
upported by influx of
capital through demon-

etization. We do not
have insurmountable
problems. We have

roblems that can be
ixed — what we lack is
the will to fix those
problems,

Climate optimism

akistan

P has  once
again tade a

stmn% case

for foreign

funding for its flood
recovery efforts. It has

raised around $10 billien,
more than the required
amount of $3 billion to
rebuild the areas dam-
aged by the recent floods.

These pledges were
made by the international
community  at  the
International Conference
on  Climate Resilient
Patgslau in Geneva
P . i

stan’s Prime
nister Shehbaz Sharif
co-hosted the conference

along  with  United
Nations Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres

This is the first time
the UN has come up with
a financing system to
help vulnerable countries
m; up for the losses
caused by climate
change The fact that
Pakistan has successfully
met its financing targets
is laudable.

The largest commit-
ment of $4.2 billion has
come from the Islamic
Development Bank
Group. The World Bank
has pledged $2 billion.
The funds will help the
government build a more
resilient Pakistan and an
economy  which  is
dynamic and sustainable.
In order to assure trans-
parency in spending, the
prime minister has said
that he has put in place a
third-party \'zrid]cﬂ&inn
(TPV) system to ensure
that evel penny is
accounted for.

Like COP27 last year,

the Geneva moot has
proven to be a success for
Pakistan. The country
continues to cultivate a
strong sense of empathy
and responsibility among
the international commu-
nity — two values which

have remained absent
from the system for
years.

" The global calendar of
climate change events for
2023 is ripe with oppor-
tunities. From CDPSE to
sustainable finance sum-
mits and everything
between, climate diplo-
mats around the world
have a chance to_tumn
these fragments of cli-
mate action plan into sus-
tained and _structured
develapment for address-
ing climate change. To do
so, & few necessary meas-
ures are needed

First, vulnerable coun-
tries must keep seeking
unity 1o pave the way for
amplifying their voice in
the international arena.
This is not wishful think-
ing. We have already
seen  how developing
countries worked togeth-
er at COP27 and asked
rich nations to set up the
Loss and Damage fund,
At the beginning of
COP27, John Kerry had
said that the creation of
the Loss and Damage
l‘und‘ls(]ust not g 10
happen.” But it hap-
pen.Now, COP28 — set to
take place in Dubai this
year — might also be a
perfect up%orluml? o
ensure that the developed
world launches targets to
reduce its reliance on fos-
sil fuels. Second. the
Loss and Damage fund as
well as the Global Shield

ap-

Project must

et imple-
mented as quickly as pos-
i

blle‘
n its 2023 Emergency
‘Watchlist, ' (;}e
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) notes,
2022 has shown that the
role of climate change in
accelerating the groba]
humanitarian crisis is
undeniable.” It reports
food insecurity as a key
threat multiplier  for
regions facing climate
risk in 2023,

Last, multilateral cli-
mate funds — especially
larger ones such as the
Green Climate  Fund
(GCF) — need to become
part of the climate emer-
gi‘ency discourse, OF all
the funds raised by
Pakistan for its recovery
thus far, none has come
from the funds whose
core mandate is to sup-
port  climate  action
These two reasons could
explain this: first, the
funds do not have a sepa-
rate financing window to
address climate emergen-
cies; and second, their

rocesses for accessin
inancing are crippl
with unnecessary bureau-
cratic protocols — ulti
mately depriving coun-
tries in need from timely
financin;

The time to act is now:
the climate-vulnerable
developing world needs
to get together and take
advantage of climate
optimism. The year 2023
has te be the year when
the international commu-
nity embraces the values
of empathy and responsi-
bility and takes serious
steps towards  climate
aciion
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Miss Universe
dies in tragic horse
riding accident

CANBERRA:
Miss Universe finalist of
2022, who was an
Australian model had
passed away at a very
young age of 2:

She lost her life due to
a tragic horse riding acci-
dent According to the
sources, she was riding a
horse last month on Znd

April at_ Windsor. Falo
Grounds in Australia and
faced a ¢ accident

a trag:
after which ﬁle was kept
on ventilator and now on
Thursday 4th May she
assed away. The néws of
Eer demise was shared by

her family. Her final
Instagram post has_been
flooded  with tributes
from friends, family, and
colleagues Sienna -~ Weir
was admitted in the
Westmead Hospital in
critical condition, where
she received the neces-
sary medical treatment
and was placed on life
support. She had_recently
finished her studies in lit-
erature and psychology at
the U\lwemr{ of Sydney
and was planning _to

ove to London to fur-
ther her modeling career.

Photographer  Chris

Dv.:‘.;er took to social
media and paid tribute to
her saying, "She was one
indest souls in the
, he wrote.
ad been horse-
riding since she was three
years old and considered
it her passion”, he added
Weir enjoyed horserid-
ing and oceasionally par-
in professional
tournaments and compe-
titions across Australia.
Additionally, she had a
passion for “modelling,
which led her to the finals
of 1 Univi

55 erse
Australia.INP

Situation 'under control' in
Marda, says police official after
man lynched over 'blasphemy’

MARDAN:A day after
a man was lynched at a
olitical rally in Khyber
akhtunkhwa’s Mardan
by a cras mob over
blasph: accusations,
police officials said the
situation in the city was
“under  comtrol”® and
authorities had begun
invesliﬁallous

Mardan

Superintendent ol
Operations  Rokhanzeb
Khan told that the inci-
dent took place durin;

PTI rally on Saturday
night in the Sawal Dher

area.

He said Nigar Alam
a local clenc was
attacked by hundreds of
people ancnde the rally
after he allegedly “passed

asphemaus remarks™ as
the gathering was about
to conclude.

“When we saw that the
people [in the area] had
gotten riled up and were
planning to atlack Nigar,
we eseorted him o a shop
in the market [where the
rally was being held] But
people broke into the
shop and started attacking
im with punches, kicks,
and clubs,” Khan said.

_He added that Alam
died during the mob
attack 4

Separately,  District
olice  Office (DPO)
Najeebur Rehman tol
that the police later dis-
persed the crowd and
recovered the body.

The police have begun
collecting evidence from
the site and investigations.
are underway, he said.

However, a first infor-
mation report (FIR) of the
incident has not been reg-
istered yet. and no arrests
been ‘made so far,
Rehman added.

This is not the first
time a man has been
Iynched over blasphemy
accusations in Mardan
Five years ago in Mardan,

~year-old Mashal Khan
(a Mass Communication
student at the Ahdul Wali
Khan University) was
also lynched by a mob
and shot at over allega-

2021,
charges

In" January 2022, the
Centre for Research and
Security Studies (CRSS)
in a report sl hat as
many as §9 citizens were
killed in 1415 accusa-
tions and cases of blas-
phemy in the country
since ‘independence. The
report said that from 1947
to 2021, 18 women and
71 men were extra-judi-
cially killed over blasphe-
my accusations. The alle-

on  blasphemy

gations  were  made
against 107 women and
1,308 men.

Out of the total, 1,287
citizens were accused o

tions of on
April 23, 2017
. Mashal Khan’s Iynch-
ing took place within the
premises of his university
and was caught on video
which was later circulat-
ed on social media The
horrific incident shocked
the nation and sparked a
debate on the misuse of
blasphemy laws in
Pakistan

In February 2022, a
middle-aged “man  was
stoned to death by a mob
aver the alleged desecra-
tion of the Holy Quran in
a remote village of
Khanewal distri

The killing had come
on the heels of an identi-
cal incident in Sialkot,
where a an—kan
engineer was lynched b

factory workers on Dec 3,

from 2011~ 21 “The
actual number is believed
to be hisﬁhcr because not
all blasphemy cases get
reported in the press.” the
report_had_said, addin
more than 70 per cent o

e accused were reported
from Punjab The report
had said misuse of blas-

unlawful act It had said
the Islamabad High Court
ad previgusly siggested
to the legislanire to
amend the existing laws
to give equal punishment
to those who level false
blasphemy
accusations The — report
had said the origin of the
blasph laws dated

T

QUETTA:People are resti

weather.

oF e

ng underthe shade of a tree in the park due to the hot

AL Monday,May,08.2023

Bilawal's bold remarks on
Kashmir reflected Kashmiris’
true sentiments: Wani

ISLAMABAD: All Parties
Hurriyat Conference  Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK) chapter leader Altaf
Hussain Wani has_appreciated
foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari for his effective articula-
tion of Pakistan's frin:ipled
stance on Kashmir in Indi

Altaf Hussain Wani in a
statement_issued in Islamabad
said that Bilawal Bhutto Zardri's
bold remarks on Kashmir
reflected the true sentiments of
the Kashmiri people who have
been slm%gling or their just
right to self-determination

He said that the foreign min-
ister not only adopted a_firm
stand on the ﬁcy issues of con-
flict between India and Pakistan
but also d the centrali-

ty of Kashmir d‘?ule and hi
country's demand that
Delhi should revoke all the ill
gal actions it had taken on and
after 5th August 2019 He said
Pakistan has clearly stated that
before resumption of talks India
must review its unilateral deci-
sion the fascist Indian govern-
metit took in brazen violation of
the United Nations Security
Council resolutions.

Altaf Hussain Wani said the
Government of Pakistan has
made a wise and right decision
of not resuming talks with India
until New Delhi takes back its
Sth August decision

The APHC leader also took a
strong exception to Indian for-
eign  mimster Jaishankar's

Strike in ITIOJK

outburst against

Pakistan and its foreign minister
Bilawal Bhutto and termed his
uncouth remarks as  deeply
reflective of his coarse mind and
bad ethos Meanwhile, Another
APHC Syed Faiz
Nagshbandi in a statement in
Islamabad also lauded the state-
ment of Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
Foreign Minister of Pakistan of
his clear and loud statement on
Indian_occupied_Jammu and
Kashmir on the soil of India. He
has also has highlighted the sys-
temic and massive human rights
violations in the disputed temmito-
ry and accupied Kashmir People
of HOJK, he said, are thankful
for political moral and diplomat-
ic support of Pakistan for
Kashmiris Kashmiris have been
encouraged. INP

& AJK on May 22

against G-20 meeting in Srinagar

ISLAMABAD: A complete
strike will be observed in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir and Azad Kashmir on
May 22 against the India's con-
troversial move of holding the
G-20 meefing in Srinagar, while
Kashmiris [iving around the
world will hold anti-India
protests on the same day

The Modi-led Hindutva gov-
emment in India is going to hold

oup 20 meeting in the
internationally recognized dis-
puted territory from May 22 to
day 24.

The decision to observe the
strike and protest demonstra-
tions was taken during a meeting
held at Kashmir House,

back to the British era
when these INP

A
HYDERABAD: Female voters showing their 1D Cards before casting
their vote during a By-Election in union council 119 and station no 6 at
Latifabad Unit 10,

Pakistan strongly,
unequivocally supporting
Kashmiris’ just cause: Report

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan has reiterated its
stand that negotiations
with India are not possi-
ble till reversal o
August 2019 unilateral
actions by the Modi-led
fascist Indian regime.

ceording to a report
released by  Kashmir
Service, today,
Pakistan has been strong-
Iy and unequivocally sup-
porting the Kashmins®
ust cause and has
remained the strongest
voice in the world for the
Kashmiris' right to self-
determination, .

It said Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutio
Zardari  addressing _ a
news conference _after
addressing the meeting of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Oreanisation’s Council of
Foreign Ministers in Goa,
India, has ruled out any
change in Pakistan’s posi-
tion on the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute.

It sid Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari had said that
there would be no dia-
logue with the Modi
regime till review of 5
August 2019 illegal uni-
lateral actions, 5 August
2019 illegal actions have
not cmlji[ violated interna-
ional laws and United
Nations resolutions but
also bilateral agreements.

‘The report said that the
All  Parties Hurriyat
Conference leaders had
also welcomed the recent
statements of  the
Pakistan leadership, say-
ing Pakistan is_the real

ivocate and voice of the
oppressed Kashmiris.

It said Indian_secret
agencies are irying io
muslcﬂﬁiftrl: '\a&hm”dl;

rough false propagan;
that Pakistan has m:_ed
away Kashmir The entire

Pakistan is fully standing
by the Kash people in
their pursuit for freedom,

it added
€ report maintained
that Pakistani leaders had

time and again reiterated
that their all-out support
to the Kashmir cause will
continue unabated and
Pakistan weuld never
leave Kashmiri people
alone or at the mercy of
circumstances.

Tt said Kashmiris' love
and attachment  with
Pakistan is the main drv-
ing force behind their
freedom struggle, adding
Pakistanis and Kashmiri
are connected with each
other through strong nat-

ral, historical and cultur-
al bonds
The Jammu_ and
Kashmir, it said 15 an
internationally ecog-
nized dispute and India
cannot change its status
Lhnu# unilateral actions
he report revealed
that India and Pakistan
cannot have normal rela-
tions until Kashrr dis-
ute is resolved as per the
a§hm|r}\|s‘ as| émlmns‘
urging the world to put
pressure INP

s , today.
Azad Jamrmsr and Kashmir
President Barrister Sultan

Mehmood Chaudhary and All
Parties Hurriyat Conference-
AJK chapter leaders participated
in the meeting g E;

It was ||,o|ml}‘ decided in the
meeting that on the occasion of
the Group 20 meeting in
Srinagar, there will be a com-
plete strike in HOJK as well as
AJK, while anti-India protests
would be held in New York,
London, Washington, Brussels,
Geneva and other major cities of
the world to draw the attention
of the intermational community
to the ongoing human rights vig-
lations in the occupied territory
on a large scale :

1t was said in the meeting that
India_has accelerated its afroci-
ﬂgigm NOJK after August 3,

On this occasion, Barrister

Traffic police launches
helmet campaign
FAISALABAD: The City Traffic Police (CTP) have

launched a helmet campaign in Faisalabad to minimise
causalities occurning due to un-helmeted motoreychists

on roads

Spokesman Mehar Asif Naveed said here on Sunday
that traffic police collected data from various hospitals
and Punjab Emergency Services (Reseue-1122), which
that road traffic aceident prove fatal for those
motoreyelists who travel without wearing helmet

Therefore, Chief Traffic Officer
Ahmad Lone directed the traffic police to launch a hel-
et eampaign in Fasalabad and pursued the bikers 1o
wear helmet while traveling on roads as it would help
to protect the life of motorcyelist in case of any road

reveal

‘mishap

Hence, the traffic police started helmet campai%;\ in
E!nt\; c\tp\\r and set up an awareness camp in Chenab Club
owl

The traffic police also distn bulcdcf
mets among bikers in addition to advertising the dnve
on the social, print and electronic media so that motor-
cyclists could use helmet while driving their bikes.

The traffic police also warned the motorcyclists that
strict action would be taken against them after May
2023 if they would travel on roads without wearing hel-

met, spokesman added NP

(CTO) Magsood

amphilets and hel-

8 m Pakistanis facing
hunger, awaiting relief
for months: PEW

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Hamif
President of Paki

avai

In a press release he stated that last year, Pakistan
faved a serious food crisis which has resulted in
widespread devastation and left tens of millions
food insecure.Dr. Hanif Mughal said that so far
nothing has been done to suppert the hungry and
starving people as politics has taken centre-stage for

stan is facing a significantly deteriorat-

months Paki
ing situstion
whe

aver

and later

an Economy
Sunday said over eight million Pakistanis are facing
hun,fer and awaiting relief for months but to no

all provinces. especial
where five areas that were previously classified as
in crisis are now facing a serious émergency, he
informed. Pakistan has been defined by the UN as a
country facing a major fond crisis since 2017 when
Opc of its analysed population was in phase
three which is a crisis or above.Even before
Pakistan was hit by the monsoon, fertiliser short-
ages and lack of irrigation water had affected ‘Rabi’
wheat crop yields and lowered livestoek production
coding and landslides brought INP

hal, Senior Vice
Vatch (PEW) on

mission.

of the 801

in Sindh,

Russian jet intercepts Polish

FAISALABAD:

scheduled for May |

More than 2
Thais registered for early
voting on Sunday out of
52 million eligible voters
who are aged 18
above, according to the
country's election com-

"1 wish to see change
and improvement in man-
a%emenL
old Gosol Pungtaku, one

1 0,000 Bangkol
residents who registered
for one-day-only early
voting in the capital

Another voter, 34-vear-
old Siriporn Namphet,
said she vated for change

"lts like having seen
what the previous gov-
ernment has done and
now_hoping for a new
adminisiration 1o

Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry said
that he has made it clear in his
Tetter to the Group of 20 coun-
tries that holding 1ts meeting in
Srinagar is a violation of the
u Nations Charter and
international  law  because
Jammu and Kashmir is an inter-
nationally recognized disputed
region. ~ He said that Azad
Kashmir is the base camp of
freedom movement.
APHC-AJK

Mehmood Saghar,
Ghulam ~ Mohammad ~ Safi
Sheikh Abdul Mateen, Altal
Hussain Wani, Pervez Ahmed
Advocate, Imtiaz Ahmed Wani,
Ejaz Ahmad Shah and British
?dPs Imran Hussain, Tahir Ali,
Councilor Kamran and Taugeer
were among those  who
addressed the meeting INP

Convenor

BANKOK: Many over and P
Thais have lined up in  effectively." she said.
long ?}leues to vote early The election
in parliamentary elections  upset the status quo after

conservative
government

million

Chan-ocha.
and
seize

d 51-year-
: government
[l

opinion polls.
that’ won five

the co
most polls

take  Forward Party.

{

sOVern more

more than eight years

ro-military
ed by for-
mer army chief’ Prayuth

Prayuth, 69, who first
power in a 2014
coup and remained prime
minister after the 201

election that critics said
was rigged to favour the
junta leader, a charge the
denied, is
ng far_behind oppo-
sition parties in recent

Opposition Pheu Thai
Party, a populist grou|
eneral
elections before 2019 and
was ousted by Prayuth in
. s leading in
followed by

the progressive Move

44 power
pilferers
nabbed in day
in South
Punjab

MULTAN: Multan _Electric
Power Company (MEPCO) have
caught 44 power pilferers durin
separate operations launch
\I:rauE}mul South Punjab in a day,
MEPCO official said on Sunday.

MEPCO teams accompanying
task forces raided different places
in  Multan, Vehari, Sahiwal,
Rahimyar Khan, Muzaffargarh
Bahawalnagar, Khanewal, an
Dera Ghazi Khan and detected
theft of 60,444 electricity units.

Asum of aver Rs| 6 million fine
was imposed while applications
were sent to police stahions con-
cerned for lodging cases against 40
pilferers over involvement in tam-
pering with the bud?' of meters,
direct supf)ly\. Installing loop in
meters, slowing down meters,
meter dead stop and meter screen
wash INP

Three killed, 15
injured as van
plunges into
drain

SWAT: Three people were killed
and 15 injured when a van plunged
into & drain in the hilly area of
Kabal district of Swat on Sunday

ccording to a private medi
report, the incident took place
when a van was going to Mingora
from Dardyal. .

Immediately after the accident,
the Rescue teams shifted the dead
bodies and the injured to a nearby
hospital where drs( aid was pro-
vided to the injured INP

Motoreyclist
killed in road
accident

FAISALABAD: A motorcy-
clist was killed m a road acci-
dent, in the precincts of Dijkot
police station

Rescue-1122 spokesman said
here on Sunday that 60-year-
old Shaukat Ali, resident of
Chak Jilandar was riding a
motoreyele on  Sammundri
road when he slipped and fel-
lonto the road near Jahangir
Morh. He received serious
mjuries and died on the spot,
The body was handed over to
his relatives after mr}\z&]emg
necessary formalities.T

nator Mushtaq is addressing the eighteenth biennial
provincial convention at Medical University.

Thai voters cast ballots as
early voting begins in
parliamentary elections

The election is for the
500-seat e of
Representatives "lts like
having seen what the pre-
vious government
done and now hoping for
a new administration to
take over and govern

could

more  effectively,”  she
said )
The election could

upset the status quo afler
019 more than eight years of a
conservative pro-military
sovemment led by for-
mer army chief Prayuth
Chan-ocha.

Prayuth, 69, who first
seized power in a 2014
coup and remained prime
minister after the 2019
election that critics said
was ngged to favour the
junta leader, a charge the
government denied, is
frailing far behind oppo-
sitionparties in_recent
opimien polls Opposition
Pheu Thai Party. INP

plane over Black Sea

WARS AW, A
Russi fighter jet
intercepted a_Polish
plane Ea[m]ling for
the U's  border
agency over the Black
Sea, causing the pilots
to temporarily lose
control of the aircraft,
‘Warsaw said Sunday.

According to
Poland's border force,
the Russian  Sukho
Su-35 plane did not
make radio contact
before carrying out
"aggressive and dan-
gETOUS  Manoeuvres,

approaching the bor-
der guard plane three
times without keeping
to the required safety
distance”

The Polish plane
experienced  signifi
cant turbulence ar
the crew temporarily
"lost control of the a
craft and lost altitud
the statement s

Warsaw said the
Russian plane flew
just in front of the
nose of the aircraft
and crossed its path at
a distance of "around

five metres”.

On Saturday
evening Romania’s
defence ministry,
which first reportéd
the incident, con-
demned  Moscow's
“aggressive and dan-
gerous” behaviour.

Romania said that
the Polish  border
guard plane was on a
routine Frontex patrol
with Romanian border
police Friday when it
was intercepred.

The Polish aircraft
landed  safely in

Romania afterwards
Romanian and
Spanish planes were
ut on "pre-alert" by
{ATO when the inci-
dent happened, the
Romanian  statement

added.

It took place "in
international airspace
over the Black Sea,"

around 60 kilometres
37 miles) east of
omania's _airspace,
said the istry.
"This incident is
further evidence of the
provocative approach

of the Russian
Federation in the
Black Sea," said

Bucharest.Contacted
by AFP, the European
border agency Frontex
did not immediately

respond. The  Polisl
lane  has_ been
deployed in Romania
from A and is

due to stay there until
May 17, part of a
Frontex operation
organised by Romania
that also  includes

Spain
Sweden. Online
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If Constitution says polls in 90-day, we are duty-bound
to say it: CJP Bandial

LAHORE: Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial on Sunday said that the judges of the Supreme Court
could not “blink™ their eyes if the Constitution mandated polls within 90 days of an assembly’s dissolution,
adding that it was their duty to say that

Last month, the Supreme Court — while hearing a PTI petition — had directed the Election Commission of
Palstan (ECP) 1o hoid general elections to the Punjab Assembly on May 14° However, the government had
rejected the apex court’s orders.

fier repeated back and forth last week, the Supreme Court on Apnil 20 afforded a temporary re:
country’s main political parties, giving them time till A%nl 26 to develop a consensus on the date for ¢f
the provincial and national assemblies, so they could be held simultanecusly across the country, Negotiations sub-
sequently followed between the government and the PTI but remained inconclusive. The PT1 and the government
have since provided their reports about the negotiations to the Supreme Court, and an “appropriate” judgement
is expected m the case
ing at a conference on minarity rights in Lahore on Sunday, the chief justice said: “When it comes to con-
stitutional enforcement we must not blink our eyes. If it says 90 days for holding elections, it is our duty to say
that and not our choice, instead of finding a reason why we should avoid saying that ~

The chief justice said the matter was being called a “controversy”. “I'm sorry, I'm not worthy of controversy,
I'm a very humble person. Please don’t say that you support us. I'm just one of the members of the Supreme
Court. You must support the Supreme Court if you stand up for the law and the Constitution and not [for] any
individual,” he addev:;>

The chief justice said the Supreme Court and its judges had no existence individually but “as a unit [and] as a
constitutional organ and that is how we function”

Justice Bandial’s remark of support was directed at the PTI, which has been holding protests in "solidarity with
the chief justice. . o .

“The important thing is when the Supreme Court speaks on merit then its judgement has moral authority. That
becomes even more important when those judgements are not appealed or no review is filed then that means no
one has any objection to the judgement

“If a review is filed then it will be heard because no judgement is binding unless it becomes final. But if a
judgement is not challenged then it becomes final so let's see what happens now” the chief justice said _

éﬁ’ Bandial said he was “optimistic” that the nation’s leaders, institutions and people were all “committed to
the Constitution” INP

Sindh LG by-elections:
Polling underway
in 24 districts

KARACHI: The polling for Sindh LG by-elections
in 24 districts of the province including Karachi gets
underway amid strict security measures on Sunday.

The polling that began at § am will continue till Spm

ithout any break. A total of 302 |}{ﬂling stations have
been established in 172 buildings for these elections.
As many as 690,295 people will exercise their right

Members?

In the re-poll, the GDA won one seat for the district
member while the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf won one
seat of the chairman and vice chairman,

The pnl]mg that began at 8 am will continue till Spm
without any break. A total of 302 polling stations have
been established in 172 buildings for these elections,

As many as 690,295 peaple will exercise their night

1

0 vote
In Karachi, the elections would be conducted in UC 1o
1 and 2 Orangi town and UC-& Mominabad in district
o west, in Korangi district UC-2 Korangi, UC-8 Landhi
and UC-2 of Shah Faisal town will also observe by-
elections along with UC-4 and 13 New Karachi, UC-6
North Nazimabad of district central.
n March 27, the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) sleased fhe pary poston affe e-pall results in
3 districts of Sindh during LG polls.
eanwhile, in district kemari election would be
held on UC-2 Baldia Town along with UC-2 Layari
town of district South. R
Strict security measures have been put in place to
avoid any untoward incident
According to the ECP, the Pakistan People’s Party
has the upper hand in 7 out of 11 seats of the district

vole.
In Karachi, the elections would be conducted in UC
1 and 2 Orangi town and UC-8 Mominabad in district
west, in Korangi district UC-2 Korangi, UC-8 Landl
and UIC-2 of Shah Faisal town will also observe by-
elections along with UC-4 and 13 New Karachi, UC-6
North Nazimabad of district central

On March 27, the Election Commission of Pakistan
ECP) released the Fﬂm'posmon after re-poll results in
5 districts of Sindh during LG polls

Meanwhile, in district Kemari election would be
held on UC-Z Baldia Town along with UC-2 Layan
town of distnict South. .

Strict security measures have been put in place to
avoid any untoward incident, .

According to the ECP, the Pakistan People’s Party

HYDERABAD: A woman ar

Imran Khan
castigates PDM

ng for asting her vote in the bye-electi ucC 137.

Don’t sacrifice
Shahbaz before Eidul

11 s : 5
member while the PPP has won 10 out of 16 seats of  has the upper hand in 7 out of 11 seats of the district
. for llﬂt' Adha . Qureshi the charman and vice chairman. Similarly, PPD candi-  member wile the PPP has won 10 out of 16 seats of
1m plementlng . dates have grabbed 22 of the 32 seats of the General  the chairman and vice chairman. INP

SC verdict’

LAHORE: The former prime minis-
ter and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan castigated the
PDM government for “not implement-
ing SC verdict” i

As per details, the PTI chairman
Imran Khan said that yesterday ﬁenp\e
came out in solidarity with the
Supreme Court and Chief Justice of
Pakistan from 4200 different places
He said that the constitution of
Pakistan defines the role of every
institution X X )

The former prime minister main-
tained that the constitution of Pakistan
abides by-elections in 90 days and the
nation stands behind the Chief Justice
of Pakistan

He lambasted the PDM government
saying they are now openly attacking
the Supreme Court, The PTI chairman
Imran Khan said that 70 percent of
people have no representation in the
F'&o[!vlnclat and National Assembly

Four persons of
family killed over
domestic dispute

ABBOTTABAD: At least four per-
sons including three women were shot
dead and a minor boy sustained
injuries in a domestic dispute in vil-
lage Lari Syedan Thandyani an arca of
Nawan Shahr police” station here
Sunday i

According to the details, in a
domesti te, the husband shot
dead his wife, two sisters-in-law and
brother-in-law and managed to escape
from the cnme

In the incident, four persons includ-

three women and a tocnﬂI%\: bay
were killed while a two-year-old child
boy_miraculously survived despite
ng a gunshor,

The injured persons were identified
as 0 years old Saima, 26 years old
Kiran, 25 vears old Arham and 13
years old Zeeshan The rescue team
Shifted the_four dead bodies to the
DHQ Hospital in Abbottabad

Nawan Shahr police registered a
murder case of four peaple and started
an operation to arrest the accused INP

Ali Amin
Gandapur says
‘will defeat
Fazlur Rehman
in polls again’

DI KHAN: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader Ali Amin Gandapur
said on Sunday that he had defeated
Jamiat Ulema-c-Islam Fazl {JUI-F)
supremo Maulana Fazlur Rehman in
pells earlier and he will defeat him

again
g!\li Amin Gandapur reached Dera
Ismail Khan for the first time after his
release from jail. While talking to
Journalists, he Said that he had defeat-
‘ed Maulana Fazlur Rehman in the pre-
vious elections and he would defeat
him again The PTI leader said that
Constitution and law are being violat-
by the rulers. He criticised the gov-
ernment and said that terrorism cases
are being registered against PTI lead-
ers and Tmran Khan is being harassed
through the registration of false
cases. INP

CEC takes notice of
mismanagement during

LG, by-polls in Sindh
KARACHI: The chief election

commissioner (CEC) has taken notice
of the mismanaﬁeﬂ\em during local

sovernment (LG) and by-polls in 24
istricts of Sindh and ordered strict
action against the responsible, ARY
News reported on  Sunday.The
spokesperson  of  the _ Eléction
ommission of Pakistan (ECP) said
that CEC ordered action against the
untoward incident at UC-119 of
Hyderabad in which ballot_papers
were snaiched and polling staffers and
voters were tortured The spokesper-
son added that the ECP secretary made
a_telephonic conversation with the
Sindh chief secretary INP

MULTAN  Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Vice Chairman Shah
Mehmood Qureshi wondered that
if the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) has decided to
“sacrifice” Shahbaz Sharif, what
can they do about it. “Respect the
decision of the court and conduct
the election and do not sacrifice
before Eidul Adha,” he smd.

hile talking to media persons,
he said that after Allah, the
Constitution is_ supreme, but
lamented that it is being mocked
and not being implemented. “If
the constitution 1s_implemented,
no cri an  arise; Pakistan
Demoeratic Movement (PDM)
neither looks at the Constitution
nor traditions for their purposes,”
he claimed :

He added that PDM is not com-
ing to any conclusion, as they
want to “run away” from the elec-
tion. “Maulana Fazl
was against the n
the first day and despite

was_not willing to
he pointed out.

orts,
negotiate,

“Similarly, there is a clear divi-
sion in the PML-N reparding
megotiations; Ishaq Dar has the
clear confidence of Nawaz Sharif
while the behavior of Khawaja
Asif and other ministers is in front
of the nation.”

The PTI leader said that in the
negotiations with PDM, PTI had
agreed on elections in the country
through a single-day caretakér
setup, “But when Nawaz Sharif
said we do not accept the decision
of 3-2; if the four will accept the
decision of the three, then we have
separated from the negotiations,”
he added He also said that when
negotiating with someone. the
environment is made conducive.
Before the second sit-in, 33 PTI
waorkers were arrested, he add

He further said that he spoke to
finance and interior ministers in
this regard. He strongly con-
demned indian Forergn Minister S
Jaishankar's statement after

leparture_of Pakistan’s Forgign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
stating that it was against. INP

Wheat’s price reached Rs
5,000 per 40kg in
first week of May

LAHORE: The Pakistan Kissan
Itehad (PKI) in a press release
viewed that in major cities, the
griu: of wheat has reacl 5
000 ]Eemukg in the first week of
May. This is a concerning situa-
tion, especially considering that
the district administration is mak-
H\E raids to obtain harvested
wheat from farmers

Through this release they draw
the attenfion of the govemment to
the current state of the wheat
ndustry in the country. Tt stated
that farmers are not even allowed
to save wheat for their own use or
for their farm labour or seed pur-
poses, The Food Department and
the District admimistration are des-
perate to achieve their procure-
ment targets, to the extent that

ey are seizing the seed and hun-
dreds of bags of basie seed of a
new variety Bhakar Starhas,
whose multiplication and process-
ing rights were purchased by a

Teading seed company.

It stated that despite having all
the required documents and regis-
tration with the Federal Seed
Centification and Registration
D?amueu[. the Food Department
did not release the seed and
instead mixed it into food grains
Release further revealed that this
shows a lack of commitment, seri-
ousness, and long-term vision for
food security, e G

Government
should focus on mafia so that
common man can get wheat at the
similar price throughout the year.
Not like rice, after selling its
price almost doubled. By the
grace of Almight Allah, this year
average yields are much higher
than previcus years although area
was less. The chaﬂmcnl and the
government's short-sightedness
and poor governance will nega-
tively impact the wheat produc-
tion for the next year Pakistan
already has a low national INP

Two robbers
tortured to death
in Karachi

KARACHI Two robbers were
caught and tortured to death by the
local residents in Karachi’s Orangs

own,

According to details, three rob-
bers were caught red-handed by
the outrageous crowd in Orangi
Town’s Sector 14C, The masses
tortured two dacoits to death,
while the third one managed to
flee from the scene

The bodies were moved to
Jinnah Hospital. The identity of
the dacoits could not be ascer-
tained as per initial reports.The
police said a motoreyele used by
the robbers was recovered. They
further said robbers killed a man
during a robbery at a grocery store
vesterday’Read more: Fearing

n

arrest dacoit commits *sui '
GujranwalaShortly before
incident, the robbers also snatched

a motorcycle from outside the
wedding hall?

Earlier this year, two dacoits
were killed another was taken into
custody in an]\_JT\:Ll condition after
an alleged police encounter in the

i

city

According to details, three rob-
bers were caught red-handed by
the outrageous crowd i Orangi
Town’s Sector 14C. The masses
tortured two dacoits 1o death,
while the third one managed to
flee from the scene.

1 bodies were moved to
Jinnah Hospital The identity of
the dacoits could not be ascer-
tained as per imtial report:

The police said a motorcycle
used ng the robbers was recov-
ered. They further sad robbers
killed a man during a robbery at a
grocery store yesterday TINP

KARACHI: A

Three drug
dealers
held; 1825 ¢
hashish
recovered
DI KHAN: The district
police during its ongoing
operations  against men-
ace of narcofics arrested

three drugs dealers and
ed a quantity of nar-

cotics.
According to a_police
spokesman, District

Police Officer (DPO)
Abdul  Rauf _ Babar
Qaisrani issued instruc-
tons for action against
drugs to make sociefy free
from scourge of narcotics
and drugs

A team of Paharpur
Police station led II? its
SHO Atta Ullah Khan,
taking action i
criminals, arrested
accused  drug  dealer
Muhammad Farooq se
of Hafiz Ghulam_ Qasim
resident of Hafizabad.
The police also recovered
1215 gram hashish from
his possession

Similarly, a team of
Dera Town Police Station
led by SHO Khalid Javed

Lashari  arrested  an
accused  drug  dealer
Bakht  Ullah~ son of

Rehmat Ullah resident of
Khairabad recovering 105
ram hashish from him.
n another action, the
Dera Town Police arrest-
ed accused Tahir Abbas
son of Rabnawaz resident
of Lak-Kalan, Darya

an,

The_police also recov-
ered 310 gram hashish
from his possession and
registered separate Ccases
against the arrested
accused I

Anti-
encroachment
drive to start
from Today

FAISALABAD: The
Municipal Corporation
Faisalabad (MCF), in col-
laboration with Parking
Company and City Traffic
Police (CTP), will launch
a  campaign  against
encroachments in the city
from Monday, May

2
Chairing a meeting
here on Sunday, Deputy
Commissioner_(DC)’ Ali
Anan Qamar directed the
MCF  and  Parking
Company authorities to
complete all necessary
arrangements for the cam-
aign to make it a suc-
cess. He said that parking

faility had been provid
at Zail Ghar Parking
Stand and Parking Plaza
outside Chiniot Bazaar
Therefore, citizens and
traders, businessmen and
ke s should park

20

3
]

their vehicles T

view of a rush of voters outside the polling station n‘l' 5D New karachi
area during local body election, in Provincial Capital.

Russian jet intercepts
Polish plane over Black
Sea: Romania

BUCHAREST: A Russian fighter
intercepted a Polish plane parrolling
for the EU's border agency over the
Black Sea, Romania’s defence min-
istry said Saturday. denouncin
Moscow's "aggressive and dangerous’
behaviour,

The Polish border guard plane was
on a routine Frontex patrol with
Romanian border police Friday when
it was intercepted by repeated
“aggressive and dangerous maneu-
vers”, performed by the Sukhoi Su-35
fighter, said a ministry statement

Romanian and Spanish planes were

put on "pre-alert” by when the

cident happened, but the Polish
crew managed to land safely, the

ibassador of Nepal to ﬁ

r, Viee admiral mo

com
ing"visak day" evenl to
Buddah, alG’ h:

akistan. tapas adl

an wijewickrama g
ark the birthenlightenment and passing of the
ara Art Village in City.

statement added

The incident took place "in intern
tional airspace over the Black Sea,
around 60 kilometres east of
Romania's airspace, said the ministry.

"This incident is further evidence of
the provocative approach of the
Russian Federation in the Black Sea "
said Bucharest

Polish border guards declined to
comment, w;;lng a statement would
be issued on Sunday

The Polish plane has heen deployed
in Romania from il 19 and is due
to stay there until May 17, part of a
Frontex operation organised by
Romania that also includes Spain and
Sweden INP

and Sri lankan
the stalls dur-

Imran discusses
overall political,
economic condition of
Pakistan with Canadian
opposition leader

LAHORE: Canadian opposition party
leader Patrick Brown Sunday called an
the former prime minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan at his
Zaman Park residence in Lahore.

The meeting discussed the overall

olitical and economic condition of

akistan. Speaking on the occasion,
Imran Khan also highlighted the govern-
ment’s attitude towards the elections.

The former prime minister observed
that early elections are the only solution
to problems in Pakistan. Imran Khan
added that the government 15 afraid to
hold elections, as they know they will
lose against PT]

The government is opting for the path
of subverting the constitution to block
the route loiTreslq elections, During the
meeti ng‘ Canadian_opposition party
leader Patrick told Khan he has a mas-
sive following in Brampton and Canada.
After the meeting, he also tweeted about
his meeting with Imran Khan,
he meeting discussed the overall

cal and economic condition of
tan. Speaking on the occasion,
Tmran Khan also highlighted the govern-
ment’s attitude towards the elections.

The former prime minister observed
that early elections are the only solution
to problems in Pakistan INP

Our crime is to stand
by constitution,
judiciary: Asad

Islamabad: Secretary General
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) Asad
Umar stated that our crime is to
stand by the constitution and the
Judiciary. X

In his tweet on Sundaﬁr he viewed
that, after yesterday's rally, Tehreek-
e-Insaf workers' houses were raided
as 3% people are still under arrest
*All Iﬁrcc MNAs of Islamabad,
mcludn‘g] me, Asad Umar have been
booked™ he stated

It was worth mentioned here that
he Islamabad police arrested several
workers of Palistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) including women from the
rally in solidarity with the Supreme
Court and Chief Justice of Pakistan

As per details, heavy number of
palice personnel along with the pris-
oner van were deployed at F9 Eark

Islamabad. As the rally approached
the F9 park the Islamabad police
started arresting the PTI waorkers
and arrested four PTI workers
mcludmi two women. The police
vacated has vacated Jinnah Avenue
from the PTI workers.

In his tweet on E‘nmdnﬁ he viewed
that, after yesterday's rally, Tehreck-
e-Insaf workers' houses were raided

Eeople are still under arrest

“All three MNAs of Islamabad,

including me, Asad Umar have been
booked™ he stated.

was worth mentioned here that

he Islamabad police arrested several

workers of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) including women from the

rally in solidarity with the Supreme

Court and Chief Justice of Pakistan

INP




