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120 hours on, rescue operatlon
underway for recovery of miners in Dukki

Hussain Zarkoon, Syed Ali Shal

DUKKI, QUETTA:Rescue workers
have been making hectic efforts to
ensure the unhurt recovery of coal
miners side a coal ‘mime
Balo«.luslan s Dukki district

“120 hours on, the operation is still
underway”, Syed Saboor Agha, the
district police officer (DPO) said. He
said scores of coal miners and rescue
workers were trying to recover the
trapped coal miners.

2 coal miners
trapped inside
the mine

At least two coal miners were
trapped when a coal mine was sudden-

ly filled with rainwater in the Dukki
mines area. The incident happened five
days back

“We demand the deployment of
trained rescue workers”, Muhammad
Usman, onc of the coal miners
engaged in the rescue operation said.
He said coal miners and the rescue
workers present on the spot were not
better equipped to recover the trapped
miners.

No rescue
workers from
PDMA so far

Hundreds of coal miners from
nearby mines gathered outside the

affected mine and made efforts for
the recovery of the trapped miners

So far, no trained rescue workers
from the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)
reached the spot to participate in
the rescue efforts.

“PDMA should at least provide
food for rescue workers and coal
miners”, Nazar Muhammad,
another coal miner demanded. He
said PDMA had to dispalch trained
rescue workers to support the res-
cue work in the Dukki district of

Balochistan

Family
members of
miners

dumb agony as they are extremely
concerned about the lives of their
loved ones.

Mines Department
not able to ensure

_‘ Dukki and Balochistan.

suffering through

mines act in

dumb agony

mei% menbers of the trapped coal
have been suffering through

miners

mines located
across Dukki

Dukki mines area houses hundreds
of coal mines. Such incidents inside
mines of the Dukki area have become
the order of the dag So far. the Mines
Department Balochistan has not been
able to ensure the implementation of
the es act in mines located across

Rights groups
criticize the
government and

mines owners

Hazardous working conditions
inside coal mnes of Balochistan
have claimed scores of precious
» far. Rights groups
and labor organizations have strong-
ly eriticized the contractors, gov
ment officials, and mine owners for
not improving the working condi=
tions for the miners.

human |t

Balochistan Government to Notify Information

From Our Corresponent

ISLAMABAD:During the meeting of
the National Forum of Information
Commissioners (NFIC) meeting convened
by the Centre for Peace and Development
Initiatives (CPDI), the Balochistan
Information Secretary. Hamza Shafqaat
assured that the Balochistan government is
committed to notifying Balochistan
Information Commission and rules of the
RT1 act in next 15 days.

The meeting was l|eld in Islamabad with
the participation of serving information
commissioners from the Federal, KP,
Punjab, and Sindh. At the meeting, the
commissioners reiterated their commit-
ment to promoting transparency and
accountability in Pakistan, with a focus on
ensuring public access to information.

s

Commission in

: e

next

| arena added to the |£[[

15 Days

Mukhtar Ahmad Ali
highlights concrete
efforts to promote RTI

Mr. Mukhtar Ahmad Ali, Executive
Director of CPDI, grouded an overview of
the historical and legislative landscape of
the right to information and freedom of
mformation in_Pakistan. He highlighted
that concrete efforts to promote RTI began
in 2013 when dominant political parties in
KP and Punjab competing in the pol \

Mmlsll.nu] committee received the draft
rules in February, and a select committee
has been established to oversee the process.

RTI to ensure transparency:
Hamza Shafqaat

He further stated that the Balochistan
Commission _and the rules of the
Balochistan RTI Act 2021 will be notified
within the next 15 days, marking a signifi-
cant step forward in promoting transparen-
cy and accountability in the province. Syed

\l fmm Peace‘_aud Jusuce \lzlv-‘ork
then-

their provinces Mr. Hamza Shafqaat, [nim
mation 5<uelm¥ Balochistan Government
said that Public Information Officers (P10
have been appointed’ nominated in all pub-
lic bodies by the order of the ief
Secretary. an;
vetted by the law department.

rules have been drafted and
The

in| lh: enforcement mechannm ol RTI and
otfier laws in Pakistan. He indicated the
importance of RTI under open government
artnerships and Sustainable Development
oals (SDGs). He said that the oversight
mechanism of Information Commissions
should be strengthened as well.

34th National games after 19

Firing on Sariab
Road Quetta

Country's

development linked

years in Balochlstan with investment in

health, education
sectors: President

ISLAMABAD:
President Dr. Anf Alvi b
stated  that  country
progress and developmént

k

leaves one
person dead

From Our Correspondent

Sports Desk

QUETTA:The 34th I\almnal
mes are scheduled to be held in
alo;lu::an after a long period of
19 years. Chief ~ Secretar
Balachistan, Abdul Aziz Ugaili
chaired a high-level meeting to
review preparations for the upcom-

the ingoiance of impart-
ng 0 such children
o mnk |hLm productive
“‘"‘ society The

Unknown
accused opened
fire and killed a

ing national g: o a Quetta. o ong) is fimked with investment ’n,\uh,m regretted _that
On May the Olympic torch ?)ucua's Sariab calth and Nuumu\n only nine \k i of ll]vE
Pakistan coul

Addressin students in

will be hmuuh: to Quetta, the host
Ilum.mll.m.an

city of the National Games
Secretary  Sports  Balochistan
informed the meeting.

“It is a matter of honor for

Road on Monday 5%
morni Police |
sources said
unknown

make it o higher ;dum
tion

which is tws
Tty percent in nc'u‘hhdr—
ountries like India,

g

- ccused apened he emphasized adesh  and  Sni
Balochistan te  host naticnal ool
games”, Mr. Uqaili told the partici-  meeting was told eaceful province, the people here on the the i o w:nlnmm educticn fo, (L=nke "\‘él'jl'sg‘)l"l% tn»
pants of the mees ing Visits are being made to all ven-  are hospitable, and they will try 1o ‘“‘“: 1“- it ‘-|’ i, \hlod ‘I I:I A ”“" W
ensure that there is no shortage nl‘ and killed one person Police said the vi ch-gelr I Ml children.

There is no shortage of hospitali-  4es_including Football Ground,
ty, renovation work 1s also going on  PSBGymnasium Table Tennis
dta fast pace at all the venues, the Hall, and Throwball Ground, Ishag

Jamali  stated Balochistan is a

that as pel lata of  is unfortunate
INICEF "’ nu\lmn chil-

dren are not enrolled in
schaols

Pakistan-IMF loan agreement
delayed after ‘new demand’

ISLAMABAD: Despite IMF issued
the assurances from friend-
ly countries about extemal

55 years The dead body was shifted to the civil
tal Quetta Poli
into the incident

hospitality for the players of the
teams from other Em\mcex Abdul
Aziz Uqaili remar

‘Baseless’ allegations by PTI chief
against serving military officer
unacceptable ISPR

Rana Sanaullah and the

hospi-
reached the spot as an investigation
nt underway

our sacicty  Thiferes
Abled Lhﬂchw are
He underscored  lected IN

here that th

Inter-Services

Puhhc Relations (ISPR) senior iniclligence offi- | fnds (o Pakistan, the
wd on  Monday that cial as being responsible International  Monetary
“irresponsible and base- for the bid to assassinate || Fund (IMF) still showing a Fun‘hn&, will also not be

lack of confidence and

less allegations™ by PTI him and demanded they available” from interna-

Chairman n Khan resign ing Islamabad 1o “do more’ tional financial institu-
against a ing senior n a $|aleme"l issued | o unlock loan programme. tions as the staff-level
TliITars Soiiceraiioi Ton military’s | source said on Monday. agreement is not reached
evidence were “extreme- media  wing  sal According 1o~ the eover. the budget-

sources, Pakistan has heew\
asked 0 present a rej

ment plan for a $3 7 bi i1
loan to the IMF in June as
well as need to demon-
strale _sironger supporl
from friendly nations in
order 1o meel the commit-

making |vrme§< can be
affected transactions
with the mr are not con-
cluded.Last month, the
staff-level agreement
between Pakistan and the
International Monetary

“Chairman P['I has lev.
elled highly |rre<pmmhle
and baseless allegat
against a serving Senlor
military officer without
any evidence

“This fabricated and
malicious allegation is
extremely unfortunate,
deplorable and unaccept-
able "Web Desk

Iy unfortunate, deplorable
and unacceptal able

During a rally on
Satwrday, the PTI chair-
man had accused a senior
intelligence official of
orchestrating  plans 1o
murder him.~

“I am on the roads
despite verifiable threats
to life. 1 have already

proposal  te  exchange osed Rs. 170 billion in
reserves equal 1o through the mini-
months’ revenues budget in a bid to secure a
would be valued between  staff-level agreement with 7
$11 to $12 ballion the IMF. which was ongi- ~ Fund is again “delayed” as
ment Sources within Ministry  nally  scheduled or  the intemnational lender

However, the IMF has  of Finance revealed that February 9. has put a new
reporiedly not agreed 108 the  governmeni  has  ILis pertment fo mention  demand INP

time the ex-premier has
made these claims. After
an assassination a\(cmr
last year, h\\nn had held
nin, he had rimie. Mimister Shehbaz

ﬁns is m)l rhe first  Sharif, Tnterior Ministes

0 ..
escaped an a:
attempt once,
ond occasion, 1 was able
to snifl’ out murder plan-
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Cries of coal miners

EDITORIAL
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in Balochistan

Perhaps,
other parts of the
death, severely

the eries of coal miners fall on deaf ea
country. Horrific news of coal miners buried alive, burnt to
jured by methane gas blasts continue to surface from differ-
ent areas of the province,

an like in

< in Balochi

Such tragedies are yet to attract the attention of rulers and above all make

no headlines m the so-called mainstream nat

Hazardous warking conds

ial media. Incidents in coal
ration and inquiries. when it
.

ons have claimed thousands of precious human

lives inside coal mines of Balochistan, which houses rich-coal reservoirs,
Almost with no safety. the miners enter into mines in the moming and extract
coal for a whole day” Fortunale are those who come out alive in the evening.

As per the 1923 mines act. the inspector of mines is bound to inspect ¢
the morning prior to the entry of miners.
ed 1o step ms)
cidents ramgant in Balochistan

hamalang, Sorange, Khost. Harnai, and other

Howi

women are not
Coal mines

Incidents in Dukki, Mach, 1
parts of Balochistan are rampant in coal mines
Six coal miners trapped
i amalang area of Balochistan. Fortunatel
v the Frantier Corps (FC) rescued all six miners after
long operations, The technical team dispatcher

da the Ch
backed by th

e th

when a fire erupted

ensure the unhurt recovery of coal miners,

The mines and mineral de )
to share data of incidents with the media. Although,

mine aceording to th

e

ilarly, children, minor boys, and

1 ct

e the coal mines the other

rescue workers
ours-

d from Quetta i a helicopter to
partment government of Balochistan is reluctant
th ds have

ed in

What’s in store for
Q-commerce?

Consumers  in  the
mobile age have learnt to
expect their online pur-
chases 1o be delivered
instantly, just hke their
coffee, noodles. or even
online entertainment. The
quicker their demands are
met, the more apprecia-
tive they are. .

This year - 2023 — is
poised fo be an exciting
one for Q-commerce
(quick-commerce), as it
continues t0 gain momen-
tum _globally. However,
despite its potential, there
are still many peaple who
haven't experienced the
convenignce of this serv-
ice and may not fully
understand i1s benefils
The ability to have your
online purchases d
ered within 45 minutes,
compared to hours or
even days, is a game-
changer for many Renple
especially those who lea
busy lives and appreciate

k, convenient  and
free service

the coal mines of Balochistan during last inore than a decade. Mines owners

are hardly punished for
Brukﬂ}l Fum

yor working conditions that cause such tragedies.
s need to be provided a reasonable compensation

_ Broken and poverty-hit families need to be provided reasonable compensa-
tion by the government and mines owners. Currently, the families are paid a

nominal amount by mine owners. It is time for the government to make sure
tion of the 1923 mines acts to save precious human lives Suck

the implemen
mngcidents cau
they go unnoticed in thi
science and responsi

a national outrag

in other

arts of the
part of the world. It 1s a matter of our collective con-
! ies to raise voice for sa
and raising voice for a down-trodden class of soci

il

lobe. Nonethel

o precious human lives

Tobe precise, the imple-

mentation of the 1923 mines act can help reduce the number of such incidents
in the coal mines of Balochistan.

Looking at the business
lens of Q-commerce from
a global perspective, it's
important to note that this
industry is not without its
challeniges. While it may
seem like a certain future
globally, many experts
are sceptical and question
whether it can make a lot
of maney. Most compa-
nies have struggled and
many have failed, raising
questions  about  the

model’s  sustainability
One of the challenges is
predicting which areas
will buy what products,
and there have been
issues with dark store
operations in Europe due
to their close proximity to
residential areas
In Pakistan, however,
Q-commerce has_been
received very positively
by consumers because of
the convenience 1t brings
and regulatory regimes
have consequently been
more business-friendly.
allowing companies to
&bera[e more efficiently
e Pakistan may only
be the 39th largest é-com-
merce market in terms of
revenue, the ratio of Q-
COMMETEE (0 e-Commerce
is quite high compared to
the rest of the world,
making it a unique and
promising market for this

w entrants to the Q-
mmerce market pushed
cmshn¥ players to rapidly
expand _ their  services

alang with the variety of
products they already
offer It's no secret that
the new model of vertical
integration has turned out
to be immensely success-
Tul, and promisés 1o reach
even greater heights in
2023, The industry’s rev-

ue in Pakistan is pre-
dicted to operate on an
annual  growth  rate
(CAGR 2023-2027) of

28.43 per cent, projecting

a markel volume of
$164.4 million by the
year 2027,

Tier-1 cities  like
Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad and

nd
Rawalpindi censist of 70
per cent of the nation’s
population, making them
the perfect opportunity
for ~ Q-commerce 1o
thrive. These four major
cities offer approximately
150 million tech-savvy
customers that are look-
|n%far uick service.

t's clear that Q-com-
merce has the Emlem‘ml 10
revolutionize the way we
shop and receive goods,
but it’s important io rec-
ognize that there are chal-
lenges that come with this
business model - includ-
ing the right marking siz-
ing assessmenis, cus-
tomer awareness, product
diversification/coverage,
secum'y of supply, devel-

opin vbrid soliitions for
effective delivery ete In
Pakistan, however, the
unique regulatory regime
and the fast adoption of
this service make it a
market that is ripe for
growth and innovation,
Nobel Prize winning
economist Ronald S5
observed that the most
important  question for
any firm is to determine
which activities are worth
deing internally and
which it should look for

the market to supply. He
further noted thai the
abave question is never
straightforward, and the
answer may change over
a fuﬁod of time. For
Pakistan, however, Q-
commerce may be the
answer for now.
Consumers in  the
maobile age have learnt to
expect their onling pur-
chases 1o be delivered
instantly, just like their
coffee, noadles, or even
online entertainment. The
quicker their demands are
met, the maore apprecia-
tive they are.This year
2023 - 1s poised to be an
exciting one for Q-com-
merce Esqmck-uomm erce),
as it continues to gain
momentum  globally
However, despite  its
potential, there are still
“peaple who haven't
experienced the comven-
ience of this service and
may not Iull1\_¢ understand
its benefits. The ability o
have your online purchas-
es delivered within 45
minutes, compared to
hours or even days, is a
gnm?‘;changer. for many
ple, especially
&e]‘r:]’ lead gusy lives and
appreciate quick, conven-
tent and hassle-free serv-
ice Looking at the busi-
ness lens of Q-commerce
from_a global perspec-
tive, it's important to note
that this industry is not
without its challenges

While it may seem like a
certain future sloball
many experts are 5o
cal and question whet
it can make 2
ney  Most companies
have st[u_gjglcd, and many
have failed, raising ques-
fions ahout the model’s
sustainability. One of the
challenges 15 predicting
which “areas will buy
what products, and there
have ‘been issues with
dark store operations in
Europe due to their close
proximity to residen
areas In Pakistan, howev
er, Q-commerce has been
received very positively
by consumers because of
the convenience it brings
and regulatory rezimes
have consequently been
more  business-friendly,
allowing companies to
operate more efficiently
‘hile Pakistan may only
be the 39th largest e-com-
merce market in terms of
revenue, the ratio of C
COmMETce (0 e-commerce
1s quite high compared to
the rest of the world
making it a unigue and
promising market for this
industry New entrants to
the Q-commerce market
pushed :wslm‘ig ?I@ym's o
rapidly expand their serv-
iees a{ong with the varni-
ety of products they
already offer It's no
secret that the new model
of vertical integration has

Pakist

Histori 'alli.'.
faced several

ing but alarming as we

At the moment, we face sever-
al eccnomic issues including
very high and volatile inflation.
Tscal deficits, trade imbalances,
substantial depreciation of the
Pakistani rupee, unemployment,
It income inequality
esides lhecreamanen( threats of  ag

natural calamities,
. The turbulent econamic situa-
tion in the country is caused by
both domestic and external fac-

overty, an

disasters an:

an
economic erises,
and the most recent economic
challenges are not Lmlrl disturb-

Navigating these
choppy waters

has  cymakers and
power cornido

undes

5

ity in the count

everyone the

NEsSSEs
ic stabilit
ing, the 8

cople in the
s ?n gddrc» the
causes of political
unrest and promote political sta-
bility to ensure long-term eco-
nomic development and prosper-

“The waves of high and volatile
inflation have badly affected

reducing their purchasing power
They have also negatively dam-

investors’ sentiments, busi-
nd undermined econom-
Theoretically speak-
tate Bank of Pakistan

by

reduce regulations, and encour-

age invesiment

for policymakers and the SBP to

strike a balance between control-

ling inflation and promating eco-
it

nomic growth and stability,
Another serious issue is the
persistent imbalances at the

external front. The continuous
trade deficit is a huge drag on our
foreign exchange reserves, caus-
ing a substantial depreciation in
Pakistani currency while adding
further to our efonomic woes
Pakistan is a net importer of raw
matenals used in the domestic

It is important

By Dr Muhammad Shahid

report of the IMF has revealed
that Pakistan will miss the fiscal
and :Ik:ht reduction targets of this
scal
dicated that the situation_will
become worse in the next fiscal
year with a budget defi
ing at 83
Therefore, serious efforts are
needed w have fiscal consolida-
tion to bring the public debt level
down 10 a sustainable level, 1
crucial and this approach
requires a coordinated effort at
all lew

Our governments can decrease

vear, The report further

per cent of

rels of government

tors. At the domestic front, polit-
| instability and the uncertain

y environment are damag-
nvestment and affecting eco-
conomic insta-
bility, uent and significant
fluctuations in economic indica-
tors inflation, exchange rate
depreciation, increase i unem-
ployment rates, and surge in
poverty incidence are largely
exaceibated by the current waves
of pelitical uncertainty
Furthermore, devastating floods
in the current fiscal year. higher
global commeodity "and grain
prices, and slowdown in global
growth have also hit our econo-
my hard

lgnoring the fact that the cur-
rent political unrest is a major
obstacle to economic growth and
stability comes with a severe
cost. The uncertain policy envi-
ronment due 1o political unrest is
creating a negative perception of
Our_Country among invest
leading to a decling in foreig
ivestment. Without addressing
political uncertainty, we cannot
stop the significant negative
mmpacts on foreign investment,
inflation, unemployment, pover-
ty and economic mel
Therefore, it is essential for poli-

can, by raising interest rates,
reduce inflation expectations and
promote price stability, which
can help restore confidence and
support long-term growth.

n this context, the SBP has
made several upward adjust-
ments in the interest rate to tack-
le inflation but so far its demand
management policy has proved
ineffective. One of the reasons
for the ineffectiveness of mone-
tary policy is the supply side
dynamics of inflation, The dis-
rapted global supply chains,
causing shortages of raw materi-
als, intermediate goods, and fin-
ished products Ted to_higher
prices for goods and services
_ Focus on supply-side policies
is crucial Without addressing the
supply side, any surge in policy
rates would kill our growth by
discouraging  borrowing  and
investment. Therefore, reducing
inflation requires a combination
of monetary, fiscal, and supply-
side policies, tailored 10 our spe-
cific domestic economic circum-
stances

Governments can implement
supply-side policies to increase
the supply of goods and services,
which can help reduce prices an
inflation. This can include meas-
ures to increase produetivity,

manufacturing sector. A weaker
Pakistani currency increases the
cost of imported ‘goods and raw
materials. leading fo higher infla-
tion and making it more expen-
sive for businesses to operate in
the country. Furthermore, con-
sumer and business confidence
in the country has declined due
to the falling rupee as investors
seek to move their money to
other countries with stronger
currencies.

€ growing uncertainty and
reduce&‘ confidence in  the
C econo

y are causing

¢l in spending and invest-
ment decisions. The tighter mon-
etary policy stance of the SBP to
control inflation, arrest the
depreciation. stabilize the cur-
rency and attract foreign invest-
ment is making borrowing more
expensive for businesses and
consumers, which can also ham-
per economic growth, There is
another negative aspect of the
depreciation
is indebted in foreign
denominated currency and any
depreciation of the rupee is mak-
ing debt servicing more expen-
sive 3

Another pressing econom
problem is the presence of a fis-
cal deficit The fiscal monitor

spending by reducing pon-essen-
fial expenditures, cutting waste-
ful programmes, and improving
the effi cy of government
operations. This requires a care-
ful balancing act to avoid cutting
programmes that are essential for
social welfare and economic
growth. Governments can_also
increase revenue by raising
taxes, implementing new taxes,
or improving tax collection, Tax
increases should be targeted
towards those who can afford it
the most, Careful considerations
are needed to impose taxes in a
way that minimizes negative
impacts on economic growth.
onomic rgmmh can also
help reduce fiscal deficits by
cTeasing govemment revenue
through higher taxes on income,
profits, and sales. In this connec-
tion, pro-growth policies are
required that encourage invest-
ment, innovation, and” entrepre-
neurship to stimulate economic
wih and reduce fiscal deficits
he long term. Furthermore,

o
effective public debt manage-

ment policies are needed to ovi
come our severe debt crisis
Governments can manage public
debt by refinancing existing debt
at lower interest rates, extending
maturities

Is American
waning

nalysts have
marked the nse
of China due to
its  diplomatic

triumph _in the
Middle East. its

QUAD countries, Japan,
India and Australia to par-
ncipate. In it fifth year. the
Sea Dragon 23 focused on
advanced-level  anti-sub-
marine warfare (ASW) tac-
tics and training. This exer-
cise aims to improve allied
states” tactical and opera-
tional capacity and allow

srowing  cosiness  with
lﬁusslq and the downfall of
the US as a sigmficant
global plaver duc to the
aspects o
and decoupling.

Although these are

undeniably important
events that account for
China's emergence, these
are by no means the end of
the US era In addition to
its footprints worldwide,
the US 15 heavily focused
on developing a more sig-
nificant 1 c
wider Indo-Pacific region
The US and its allics are
carrying out multiple joint

military experiences to
deter China In addition,
the US g with
regional play

its diplomatic, cconomic
and military influence in
the region,

The trend of joint exer-
cises has increased in the
Indo-Pacific _region. On
April 3. 2023, the US,
Japancse, and  South
Korean Naval forces car-
ried out joint anti-subma-
rine drills in the Korean
Peninsula. The trilateral
exercise is significant as it
tested emerging technolo-

such as unmanne
underwater vehicles and
intelligence-sharing equip=
m,

ent

In additon, carlicr in the
year — from March 15-30,
2023 — the US hosted an
annual multinational high-
level exercise in Guam
called Sea Dragon 23,
which nvited Canada,
South  Kore: E

the I v o
emerging technologies and
systems.

On April 3. 2023 the
Navics and Marines Corp
of the US and UK also
pledged to work elosely on
Littoral Warfare. The bilat-
eral agreement intends to
enhance aperational readi-
ness by increased coopera-
tion in wargaming, synthot-
ic fraining. compuiter simu-
lation and overseas exer-
cises in the Indo-Pacific
region.  The has
expanded its military pres-
ence in the Philippines by
establi four new
tary sites under Enhanced
Defence Cooperation
Agreement (EDCA). These
sites are  expected o
enhance stratewic depth
and strengthen the interops
crability “of the US and

ilippine Armed Forces,
Tl psliu ed threat behind
this_increas ooperation
is China. The Philippines
and China have had thomy
relations duc o historical
disputes over islands in the
South China Sea, which the
US is using fo ais advan-
tage. These militany exer-
aises will are the US.
and [ndo- ic states for
confrontation with China
by allowing joint respons-
e

The US is also enhanc-
ing its diplomatic relations
with the smaller states n
the region. For example,

30 vears of absen
US  reopened its
Solomon Islands embassy
The Solomon Islands is a
nation of six major islands
and  aver 900
islands _in
Ocean.
tron, these small islands
hold immense strategic sig-
nificance in the Indo-
Pacific endeavours of great
powers.

In March 2023, the
primc  minister of the
Solomon Islands  signed

cijing’s (jl&em\
Development initiative that
would allow China to carry
out development projects,
including  redeveloping
island ports  However. it
was only in 2019 that
China and the Solomon
[slands established formal
diplomatic tics.  Before
this, the Solomon Islands
had diplomatic relations
with Taiwan Last year. the
island signed a_security
pact with China. To count-
er the influence of Chin;

apancse forcign mi

ce,

the
ter visited the islands for
the first time to register

ands’ sceurity
th Beijing. The
Solomon  Islands ~ seem
caught in a swirl of great
power rivalry, but the
1sland nation 15 tactfully
he:’d_gms;ns ct.

Furthermore, the US has
opened ils embassy in
Vanuatu, previously repre-
sented by diplomats based
n New  Guinea. ¢ US
has alsa planncd ta open its
embassy in Kinbati an
Tonga. discrectly expand-
ing its regional influence to

counter China's assertiv
ness. On - the  economic
Front.

The Toshakhana’s moral vacuum

N the  Toshakhana's record, but Fdlr of cufflinks given to  all our leaders, To use a
Toshakhana record for  for the purposes of calcu-  his son Hussain Nawaz  line from S aLestar it
the period 2002-2022 is  lation of net monetary Shanf returned or auc-  has been hoisted by

in the public domain, we
can see how morally
questionable the rules
were that allowed our
leaders to keep gifts they
received from  foreign
governments at a fraction
of their appraised value.
To begin with, these rules
isresarded the obs

of int

inherent in _receiving
expensive gt when
dealing with Toreign gov-

Dbenefit acerued by them it
has been set at Rs40 mil-
lion, on the basis that Asif
Ali Zardari received the
same Lexus model in
2009,
wvalued at Rs50 million)
As for former president
Zardari, he received pifts
us  worth Rs
for which he paid Rs21.5
million (13 per cent of the
value
received) This inclyded

tioned

eficiaries
which has been

lon Idren

of the items

RsD.2

warth of gifls
The top position inthe ed in

Tashakhana's list of ben-

value received 15 occu-
pied by Shahid Khagan
Abbasi’ who, along with
s it children. and

ey a staggering sum
of Rs244.2 million for
which he paid Rs48.7
million {20 per cent of the

million  own
the

terms of

etard
Wﬁle the gifts indicat- Leaders
‘oshakhana
were leaal under the nules
then in effect, their values
and the fact that they deer an

many of the duties much
more efficiently as they
its  are more accustomed 1o
local conditions )
travelling
abroad on official visits
should use commercial
airlines and not comman-
aircraft from

were retained by our Pakistan International
leaders and their  Airlines’ fast depleting
friends/relatives make  fleet of arworthy planes
uses, their acceptance morally  This should also provide

questionable. The valua-
tion of the gifts is itself
dubious, with a silk scarf
given to Musharraf val- e

4 deterrent to expanding
the size of the leader’s
entourage which, need-
ss 10 say, a country om

ernments. twa top-of-the-line BMW  value received). All of the ued at only $1 (Rs60)  the brink of defaulting on
Let's examine the cars and one armored ifts were retained by  which is unlikely for a  its foreign debts can hard-

facts. Former presiden Lexus SUV, None of the Abbasi and his coterie of  gift given to a foreign Iy affor

Gen_Pervez Musharral  items were given to the relatives. For Abbasi, VIP, Further, gifts given in

received pifis worth state or auctioned by who held the pime min:  Several issues need to  the past to fri

Rs77.4 million and paid Zardari. ister's position for 303 be addressed in the ‘guests’ in the leaders’

only Rs35 millien (7.1 Former prime minister days after Sharif's dis- fuwre. The definition of  entour: should  be

R&r cent of the valuation).  Yousaf za  Gilani  qualification, this trans-  pifts should be widened return 1o the
one of these pifts were  received Rs6.1 million in to include non-tangible  Toshakhana. They had no

the Toshakhana Former
prime minister
received  gifts
Rs3.7 million and pai
only Rs0.5 million (14
Ft:r cent of their value).
e kept all items, except
for a model of the Kaaba
valued at  Rs50,000,
which was displayed at
the Prime Minister's
House.

Former prime minister
Shaukat Aziz received
gifts valued at Rs67 2
million and paid RsZ 8§
million (4.0 per cent of

obviously lost on him
Gila i
relatives/ guests’ retained
all their gifts after paying
the discounted price.
Former prime minister
Raja_Pervez Ashraf was
in office for less than a
year and received Rsl
million in gifts for which

received

tour when Gilani
was a guest was

and his

accused

profitin,

T i T lates into a daily net ben-
auctioned or deposited in %lﬂs qrpnﬁnsm igbro]ad efit ift:
or which he and his rela-
es/"guests’ paid Rs0.9
millien (15 per cent of
value). The crassness of
taking “guests” along on a
&m.-ign
i

minus amount
aid) of Rs645,000 — a
ing ransom
Pakistan’s standards.
Imran Khan benefited

presents  from

by
family or

pifts

sue

the

weign  moral night
governments such as an
all-expenses paid vaca-
tion for any leader and his
educational
expenses to be covered
from  receiving for leaders’ children
worth Rs146.6 million  Another

for which he paid Rs36.6
million (25 per cent of
their stipulated worth)
Khan also gave back fo
the state or auctioned Rs6
million worth of pifts
received. Khan has been
the current
povernment of illegally
from the sale of

is the
needlessly large delega-
uons lhﬂl accompany our r

politicians on_their for-
eign visits. There are
numerous instances of

superfluous accompany-
ing personnel disclosed in
‘oshakhana’s record.
There are personnel with
titles such as deputy chief

1 or reason
either to tag along on
official wisits or to accept
gifts from foreign gov-

ernments
Pakistan’s _embassies
should be advised that

henceforth oaly
a token value (such as
ry beads, a prayer
rug, plaques) will be
accepted so there should
o cause for embar-
rassment if. say,
mond  studded
watch is declined.
More troubling is the
fact that not one of our

Piaget

total wvalue), but only he paid RsD 3 million (20  gifts that should have of protocol, protocol leaders thought it fithng
gave back or auctioned  per cent of the valuation) een deposited in the  assistant, chief security or proper to donate the
551 million worth of All  the gifts were Toshakhana, Howev officer. security offi gifts they re to the
gifts, leaving him with a  retained. the record shows that he  additional security offi earthquake victims left
pet benefit of RS0 3 mil. _ Former prime minister  did what athers in his cer, personal consultant  orphaned or homeless
hon However, it should Nawaz Sharf received nosition had done before  to the prime mimister, after Pakistan’s earth-
be noted that both  gifts assessed at Rsl44.1  him. and, not least, the del quake of 2005 nor for the
Musharral® and  Aziz million for which he paid By accusing Imran  ciously hybrid designa-  cause of the oppressed
received a  high-end Rs244 million (17 per Khan of malfeasance in  tion of ‘Lady Gunman' Kashmiri  people  for
Lexus SUV each in 2006 cent of the valuation the matter of the Foreign Visits should whom the nation takes o

which they declared but
did not hand over to the

state.  (The wehicle's
value has pot been valu
assessed in the

This includes an unspeci-
fied model of a Mercedes
Benz car which has been

and a Rolex watch and a

at Re42.6 million

Toshakhana, the ruling
government has unwit-
tingly opened up a can of
worms that reflects badly
on the moral compass of

Besides,  there

not amount to junkets for
friends and sycophants.

Pakistan embassy offi-
cials who can carry out

day off every February
Out_ of the toml of
Rs834.2 million received
by the nine heads of gov-
emment

are

Th

e trouble

with Tarek

arek Fatah, a
Pakistani-

author, died on

Apnl 24 this

vear He had for years crit-
icized the partition of
India. which many people
do, but he went many
steps further by calling for
the —anmhifation = of
Pakistan He was a leftist
student leader and a jour-
nalist in Karachi i the
19605 and 19705 and also
endured some imprison-
ment  under  military
regimes, but in that he was
not alone:  there were
many like Nasir Zaidi and
hawar Hashmi who even
have the sears of lashes on
their backs, but preferred
to stay in the country and
continue with their strug-
tle rather for

the  destruction ~ of
Pakistan

Tarek Fatah left
Pakistan when he was

around 30 years old and
for the next over 40 years
he developed a single-
track mind that influenced
millions. From 2018
onwards, he was a regular
host of ‘What the Fatah
that New Delhi Times
hosted on their YouTube
channel.

A good intellectual pro-
motes societal tolerance
but Tarek Fatah consis-
tently disseminated
destructive and xenopho-
bic apinions. 1t is all right
to criticize certain ritals
and question practices that
are incongruent with mod-
em life, but it is not right
to generalize anything
about a particular commu-
nity, nationality, or reli-
gion. Tarek Fatah did

exactly that,

A “good intellectual
presents new perspectives
to enlighten audiences and
readers. does  not
induige n_harming the
very cause that is at stake.
TFatah ended up doing
exactly the opposite of
what be initially set out to
do. On multiple occa-
sions, he propounded fake
news and circulated com-
munally charged videos
against Muslims, many of
them fake, doctored

arly hated all hijab-wear-
ing or burga-clad women
5 venom
against them. By doing
this, he did tremendous
rm to the liberal, pro-
pressive,  and  secular
cause. In 2020, he tweeted
2 wvideo of burga-clad
women dancing 10
Bollywood number and
hinted that the video was
Shaheen  Bagh
protests in Delhi. The
rmceﬂul_pmwsl that most-
v Muslim women were
leading became a target of
the right-wing media in
India, Fatah had tweeted

e same video lwice in
the past, but did not apol-
ogize for promoting sec-
taranism and jeopardiz-
ing the cause of peaceful
women protesting. In a
way, he contributed to
communal  disturbances
and displayed immense
contemnpt for Muslims.

In his youth, Fatah was
an  anti-imperialist  but
gradually he became a
majoritarian, supporting
the Hindu majority in
India and White majority
in Canada and incited the
majority to iake a tough
stand against the Mushim

minerity if they did not
fall in line. He appeared to
believe that alf’gilushms
followin: an
Islamist agenda. OF course
there are serious issues in
Muslim societies includ-
ing Pakistan but how
many are theocracies?
Even Saudi Arabia is now
changing fast and most
sovernments in Muslim
majority countries are
openly” trying to curh
extemism. 1f 1 consider
myself progressive and
secular but then spew
venom against any reli-
gion, | am harming my
own cause.
en in Pakistan there
are intellectuals such as
Dr Mubarak Ali and Dr
Pervez Hoodbhoy who are
progressive and secular by
all “standards,
large following and
ership. Their goal is not to
incite revolt and they are
not obsessed with malign-
ing and smearing anyone
or any communmity. Li
and Fru%rew»s intellectu-
als should not sound bitter
nor appear aggressive.
Such attitudes encourage
even more n.gx ition 1o
their ideas, and terms like
“liberal fascists’ and “lib-
eral extremists’ gel cur-

rency.
While Tarek Fatah's
ere about promot-
mg enlightenment, his
rants and social media
posts harmed enlighten-
ment itself. He spoke
about challenging Tslamic
extremism but never did
the to challenge
Hindu extremism in Iny
In fact, he became & pop
ulist intellectual who
for  popular

approval
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Upgradation, expansion of
167km Skardu-Jaglot road
underway: NHA

'\‘il AM,\BAD T'hc
Na al Highw
Amhm—m (NHA) hssss\d
that the improvement,
upgradation and expan-
sion of the 167 km strate-
gic road Skardu-laglot
Road (8-1) project lS
underway at a good pa
and more than 83 per cem
progress has been
achieved ll n.

An (\fﬁ\.lﬂl' oﬁhe NHA
informed on Monday that
upgradation of Skardu-
Jaglot road project would
enhance the comfortable
road ride for locals as
well as  tounists by
increasing the width ol
the mad!;mm 361073

mum and reducing the
sharp tumns.

Hy. aid  that
Executive Committee of
the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) had
given the ai)pmval of the
project on y 10, 2017,
and its revised cost woul
be established as 32.325
billion.

)unn;the present fis-
cal year, Rs 2 billion have
been allocated for_the
project, the NHA official
dded He further stated
that the project has been
ﬂssl!'m.d to  Frontier

Organization
FW()} which™ had laid
the imtial track in 1984

Skardu road, the
mm | wd a major link
arakoram
Ii\&hwz\ and Skardu has
3.66-meéter  width of
blacktop.
. The difficult terrain has
intense  snowfall and
major rock sliding, the
A official concluded
An official of the NHA
informed on Monday that
p'radatlou of Skardu-
slot road project would
emanca the comfortable
road ride for locals as
well as tourists by
increasing the width of
the road i

tom 3.6 0 7.3
meters and reducing the
sharp tums INP

Strawberry cultivation in
Pakistan goes popular:

ISLAMABAD:" Straw

berry  cultivation  in
Pakistan has become pop-
ular due to its high

demand in the domestic
markets and attractive
returns,” ex-chief scien-
st and director of

orticulture  Research
Institute, National
Agricultural  Research
Centre  (NARC) Dr
Hafeez ur Rehman told
WealthPK

Natural wild strawber-
ries have existed in the

northern  regions  of
Pakistan_since the coun-
try was founded. “But the
Pakistan  Agricultural
Research Coungil
SPARC) imported about

00d stravberry

varieties from ltaly and
experimented with” them
at various NARCs in
19805 1o help commer-
cialise 15 Fa ming in the

country,” he sai
Tests were conducted
at vanous research cen-
tres situated in the
Northern Areas,
Balochistan, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces
to indigenise the fruit
The varieties conducive
to the local climate w
selected and handed over
to the farmers in relative-
Iy cool regions such us
Murree,

R.a\\-a\ pindi,

Islamabad for commer-

cial farming
T’:euous .

a lot of

WealthPK

individuals who travelled
to different European
countries hruughl their
seedlings b
Pakistan to use exclusiv
Iy for kitchen gardenir
It went unnoticed unil
strawberry_ plants in the
aforementioned  areas
to produce com-
mercial quantities
Mitchell’s Fruit Farms,
commonly known as
Mitchell’s, has also
played a role in the pro-
mation of this fruit in
Pakistan by introducing
strawberry jam. Since
slrawheuy is a highly
Etna {ruit,
'hth&.H s supplied Ih\,
lants to the farmers in
wat for cultivation with
buy-back guarantees. The
farmers at thai time did
not know how to store

and transport the new
fruit, so they needed such
guaraniees

In recent years, there
has been a growing
demand for strawberries
in Pakistan due to their
health  benefits  and
increasing use in more
food products such as ice
creams, custard
shakes,

In I"\k\s(an September
to November is the ideal

ries, and December to
May is when they are har-
vested. Since Pakistan's
environment has mostly

minniug]

f'me“ 1o be favourable
or strawberry  produc-
tion, this fruit is now pro-
duced in all the provinces
- Punjab, Khyber
Pakll[mlk wa, Sindh, and
Balochistan

Every new season has
been secing an increase in
strawberry_ cultivation in
Pa stan. Some strawber-

;-growing cities  are
Swm Mansehra, Chietia
HI}derzhnd and Kasur.
he popular swawberry
varieties
Tufts,

include Toro.
Chandler,

caution since they are

highly perishable” The
fruitis nﬁen gathered and
packed in the early morn-
ing and delivered to the
market the same day.
Otherwise, it is picked in
the late afternoen, kept in

a cool spot overnight, and
supplied early the next
morming

Transporting strawber-
ries across leng distances
is now made easier due to
the availability of temper-
ature-controlled  trans-
portation vehicles in the
country

Since the plants are
short in height, the quali-
ty and quantity of the
fruit may decresse due to
the frequent soil contact,
and the fruit_may rol
oceasionally. INP

ister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
Income Support Programme Shazia Marri

addressing on annual National Social Protection Conference,

China's advice about
political stability should be
taken seriously:

KARACHI: Chairman
of National Business
Group Pakistan,
President Pakls(an

Businessmen
Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial
Alliance, and  former
provincial minister Mian
ahid Hussain has said
lhat after many friendly
intries and internation-
al institutions, China has
also expressed its concern
over the political sima-
tion in Pahmml
In a statement issued
londay, he said that
has asked the
political forces to sit
together to find a solution
for their issues which is
required to ensure stabili-

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that the advice
m a4 sincere

11 m”i country, so it
should be taken seriously
because China never

interferes in the internal

affairs of any count
China's advice shows
that friendly nation is
convinced that Pakistani
are_incapable
their ~own
affairs :md their only goal
is to gain power at any
cost, he added
he business leader
said that some politicians
want_power even if the
political and economic
stability of the country
has to be sacrificed for i
He further said that
China wants peace and
political and econunuc

stability in the region
which is Iundammta for
development.  China's

visionary leadership has
brought Saudi Arabia and
Iran " closer under the
samin vision and is war-
ed about Pakistan's eco-
situation  and
wanis lo improve it
The Chinese Foreign
Minister has also asked
Pakistan and Afghanistan

Zahid

to resolve their issues
through dialogue and has
alsa rmmlsa{ 1o acceler-
ale l e pace of work on

and

reduce the
E(mmmlc pressure on
Pakistan He has
expressed his determina-
tion 1o make Russia part
of the project
Mian Zahid Hussain
said that China's One Belt
One Road ?mrwct is game
changer, countries
have become part of it
and Pakistan is a core
member of CPEC project
d we will support this
roject through Eulmcal
uonumm stability
he business leader
said that during the time
of PML-N, EC was
being worked on at a fast
pace but during the time
of PTL this project has
been slow due to which
there was litle warmth
left in mutual relations.
The current govemn-
ment re-stabilized INP

LAHORE:A

Thalassemia Center at

ISLAMABAD!

mmerce

Ca Indus
{WCCIJ Dr. S]\ahld Ras\\eed Butt
Indian Foreign
Minister Jaishankar lacks diplo-
matic nonm and following the
ngha aoperation
O unuanan (|5LO} meeting in
India, he acted like a councillor

has said the

Shan,

or th

o
Fiftholargest economy

In a statement issued here on
Monday, he said that the attitude
er

Former
Prmd\.n[ of Islamnbad Chdmbcr

xtremist BIP rather than
n mimister of the world's

with

Minister,

Indian FM lacks'diplomatic'
skills, acted like BJP
enthusiast: Shahid Rasheed

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari tackled the

utmost _courage and u

hls dl lomatic skills to embar-
e Indians. He said that

he called Pakistan a
supporter of 1ermorists, accupied
Kashmir as India’s m[c)ga] part.

Youth held
over killing
step-mother

FAISALABAD: The police on
Monday arresied a youth who had

killed his step-mother and recov-
ered murder weapons from his
possession

According m dua , accused
gunned dow ither

maot
some 10 da}s earlier and the inci-
dent was termed as outcome of
resistance during robbery.

However, the pelice over suspi-
cion_conducted invi estigations into
the incident and it was revealed
that the step-son had killed the
lady over I>er:mml grudge

The police also reco\-eled the
murder weapon from possession of
the accused and started thorough
investigations against him. INP

ANF arrests 10
'drug peddlers',
recover over
120kg narcotics

KARACHI : The Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) on Monday claimed
to have anes(ed 10 drug peddlers
besides recovery of huge quantity

patients at Pakistan

principles of mutual trust, equal-
ity, respect for cultural Llwmlr:,
and the pursuit of common
de\'e]opmeu
Bilawal said that Afghanistan

tuauon

Indmn Foreign ~ Minister continues to be a battleground | of narcotics dufing various apera-
Jaishankar avoided shaking for the big Ipnuels we should tlons conducted in different cities
hands with Pakistani Foreign not repeat the misiakes of the ANF official said that

An
19 JUL“J drug pills and more than
2.5 ke of jce were recovered dur-

2 operations. In one such opera-

past regarding Afghanistan and
\II’LCI! E‘I\C mlerrn:mnal commu-
nity to adopt universally accept-

and rejected the possibility of  ed prnciples for Af; hamst.m 115 ke of hashish and four
resuming talks with Pakistan Ip]‘ms should be placed | capsules fifled with heroin were
Bilawal Bhutto  Zardari g the r| hts_of all | recovered

remained calm and said that Af;,hxns mdndm e right o

He added, m-dj were conducted

of the Indian foreign m regional countries are working  education, \ah:lenem(emnllmw— in_cities slgnnbad

has eliminated the possibi together to deal with global al community should also help Lahore, Kala Shal LK Bajaur

any kind of political and eco- problems, especially climate  build counter-terrorism capacity | and Qilla Saifullah 1ebal actions

nomic cooperation with  change, poverty and terrorism  for the security of Afghanistan, | have been initiated against the sus-

Pakistan B under the aid that the foreign minister demanded. | pects under the Anti-Narcotics
Shahid Rasheed Butt said that ~ Pakistan fully adheres to the INP Act.INP

BISP providing financial assistance to
marginalized families: Shazia Marri

ISLAMABAD.

Chajrperson Benazir

Ms. Shazia Ma

es of Pakistan

a

She stated this while presid-
ing over the three-day first annu-
Protection
the stipend to need\- :In]d ren, w
in an increase in the
children in

al National Social
Conference organized by

BISP in suppert of the German
cooperation  Organization GLZ
being held at Mirree from 8-10

May, 2023.
The  conference
together  social

national organiz

Federal
Minister for Poverty Alleviation
and Social Safety (PA&SS) and
Income
Support Programme (BISP),
arri has said that
the BISP is providing financial
.;w:tance 10 the marginalized

brought
protection
experts, representatives of inter-
. and other
stakeholders to discuss various
social protection initiatives and

forld Bank re)
German

video- Iml.

Z. ADB,

PCJCCI keen to
boost agricultural

relations

between

Pakistan and China

ISLAMABAD: Moazzam
Juint Chamber of Commerce and

Pakistan Cl

Ghurki, President

Industry (PCJCCI) stated during a think tank ses-
sion held at PCICCI Secretariat yesterday that, the
China-Pakistan Agricultural Corridor (CPAC) proj-
ect would bring socio-economic development for
farmers in Pakistan and further pave the way for a
new era of collaboration between the two all-weath-

er strategic partners.
He sai

that CPAC was a project of highly signif-

icance and would serve as a model for ather coun-
tries in the region to emulate and reinforce the belief
that cooperation and partnership could lead 1o sig-

nificant achievements and benefits for all

China

pledged to open up its markets for Pakistani agricul -
ture products like rice, fish, facilitate Pakistan in the
marketing of 1ts Halal food products, also to provide

rogrammes in Pakistan

addressed the conference via

g the o 3.
sion, V\.‘h Shazia Marri said that
the BISP is contributing towards
the better health of infants_and

resulted
enrollment  of
schnnh The Benazir

Epon Programme conti
¢ a_beacon of hope for
Imusol underprivileged families
across the country, she added
s. Marri also expressed her
ramude to the World B:
1. UNICEF, and other

Kazakhstan keen to
strengthen trade ties
with Pakistan:

The  development partners for |he|r i
ntative and ﬁnanuf:\l and technical a E[I‘O}'
dor also  tance. She informed that BISP is

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
Kazakhstan to Pakistan, Yerzhan
Kistafin has said that his country is
keen to strengthen and deepen
trade ueel\mh l'akéiun as rlmm

countries have good potential to

there is stll exists n huge 2ap | fode with each oiher in ple
and ""“*‘ number of people suf- | gectars. He said this while talking
fering from paverty are still | 107y gelegation of Isiamabad
Tt | Gugbe S & il
"CI) led by its President Ahsan

The Chaimnan of NADRA, | Yuicrpther, s eiert S0sn
alon&, with representatives of | iy on him here on Monday
other international organiza- The envoy spoke about the
tiens, also participated ‘in the | o portunities for doing business in
conference,  He  commended ‘azakhstan and the advantages of
Benazir _Income . Support | his country as a rutwnal hub. He
Programme for proving itself as | \welcomed 1o take a
a successful and transparent delegation to kazalhstan and
social PW‘W”U" programme in | sssured the delegation of the pro-
the world.INP vision of all necessary I

providing financial support to 9
million poorest families, which
is around 24% of the total popu-
lation in Pakistan She men-
tioned that despite these effort

2 from
it

Income
€5
I-

ank,

ISLAMABAD: Newly appmnled Prmmpal of Islamabad College for Girls
F-6/2 Prof Sabah Faisal pose for group photo with stafT on Monday,

INVITATION FOR TENDERS @
]

SCHEMES UNDER SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS) FOR THE YEAR 2022:23
The Commissoner Sibi Division Sibi invites the Contraciors / Construction Firms having required
Technical, Financial and Managerial Capabiities: for the: following mmm under Sustainable

[ Depariment

modern agricultural technologies INP Development Goals (SDGs) for the year 2022-23
Chairman NDMA terms SF Wame ofSchame EiCost __TSENo.
A f B 1 3000M 222305310743
scientific, research-driven et
emergency preparedness vital |]|2 CorskucionolSideDrsins iskict Hamal Z000M - 222305310655
. 5 3 O500M 222005310673
to tackle climatic & Layingof TuflTiesin BabuMufalish Hamei 451N 22205310843
ying
: P 5 Layingo TuffTilesin Muhallah Jalalabad Hamai A93IM 222305310613
hazards, tourism security ¢ hirail-valer — TN Do
GIT: Chairman National Dis; r Management 7 Layingof Tulf Tilesin MuhallaAncarabad Hamai 4578M 222305310933
,\uﬂmm, (NDMA), Lieutenant Canical Inam Daider B G ! inir ] LT50M 222305310543
bk bl L e St | MO Lol
10 slren:,(;ﬁn re;\hence against cllmagr}hazBan‘is and :? :%u %mg
TOUrism secur luring emergencies in Gilgit Balnstan. 4 " o .

Tis wae miaisd py b winle adaressing Arst-ever | | 12 G : 2 1H0M 2208310433
workshop of NDMA's National Institute of Disaster 13 ConsckonofSdDihinbn RoadHaa 1372M 222305310403
Management (NIDM) held on local needs and gaps Construckion of Side Drain i Main City Hamai 1567M 22230631
anal,:msmkt;]ll-‘u on \lwddyl ” o |5 Installation of SOLAR Street Lights at Hamai S00M 222305310913

e workshop was aimed tq nssess the region's dis- -
aster management needs and find solutions to its gaps | | ™e may obisin a sel of Tender the above

for emergency preparedness

International
of Baltistar
thelr hmd of depanmams
GBDMA, smdents, NGO
and members of the %rmed
session.

Karak dm

I U} &
Sakardu (U <)Es} along wi

Vice
Universi

hanbc\luﬁ of
d

members of faculty, DG
povernment depa\ ments,
orces participated in the

Lt General Inam Haider Malik also highlighted the
role of community awareness, education, and engage-
ment throush multiple commurscation channels, pri-
vate partners, and regional NGOs I

RMB, CBDC hold key to Pakistan’s
economic prosperity: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Trade
in  Renminbi (RMB),
Chinese Yuﬂn can reduce
endence on
and

e:pens belie

T’akman can save a
lot of precious
exchange if it starts
trade with China in
Yuan,” Assistant Director
of State Bank of Pakistan
Mutahir Shah told

o

. “The challenge of trad-
ing in Yua that
Pakistan doesn’t have an
upfront reserve of Yuan
to initiate the trade In
order to buy Yuan from
the |ntundl|undl market,

Pakistan will again have
to use its dollar reserves.
hat way,

it will again

n its

tering economy.” he said.

‘akistan has to find a
way around it. One way
to achieve it is to take the
Chinese authorities in
confidence about a_one-
way trade in Yuan
Pakistan can start ex N

all ¢ 5 g0
LTma in Yuan while suII
doing the imports [fro
Chma]mdnuam
“In this way, we will be
able to slowly build up a
reserve of Yuan while at
the same we will relieve
the Chinese of their bur-

den to buy our currency
for trade” with us ie,
mupee. which is a wvery
weak currency, Aa 5001
as we have enough Yuan
reserves, we will be able
1o trade with other coun-
tries in Yuan as well
especially the BRI
countries.”

This will open up new
avenues of trade for us in
currencies which are not
as dominating as the dol-
lar. Yuan will save us a ot
of trouble, as we will be
able to buy crude oil from

ussia, which is one of
our most pressing needs
and puts us in a lot of
trouble for want of dol-
lars.”

Mutahir further said
currently Pakistan had
few currency swap agree-
ments with China but
these were usually signed

in times of 'IJIG\ILIJ'
stress and  liqudity
crunch.“These  agree-

ments are no permanent
solution to the problem of
international trade. The
international trade is
dominated through spe-
cialization, identification
of areas of comparativ
advantage, and having
international  monetary
alliances where stress
levels are as minimal as
possible "He further said,
“We need find an interna-
tional  trading regime

where the currencies are
backed by gold and not
simply by the fiat value
of the dominating coin.
Yuan is one such curre
cy and Pakistan need dis-
cuss this strategy with the
Chinese counterparts
Talking to WealthPK,
eminent macroecononist
and Deputy Execunve
Director and founding
head of the Policy
Solutions Lab at the
Sustainable Development
Paolicy Institute (SDPI
Sajid” Amin Javed said,
“In order to facilitate the
international trade trans-
xmmns there is a need
a medium of
U:(,hdrl&.t”\?

NIT 1o 19" May, 2023 during office hours. The Proposals, strictly, be in accordance with the terms and
condiions of Bidding documents/BPPRA Rues uploaded al BPPRA websits. Contractors / fims who
have uncil in category C-5 & C-6 with specialization codes
In relevant Discipine mention. Contractors/firms who have valid registration with Balochistan Public
Procurement Regulatory Authority, Balochistan Regulation Authority & GST/ncome Tax as well as
[ I Active Tax Payer list. The tender outin the rules.of
B ing Councl By-
Laws. mmnmlmhlmmhvnw:mz Mﬂ]mnlsﬂlbnuiﬁFEC\nahmneﬂ
category discipline. The from iress
m‘lbnldswﬁmpmduﬁbn of green mlhlcru:y-mlutm for an amount of Rs: |D00'(mn-

mwmanuwumwi\:mmam ﬂumlﬂu dﬂeolwtllﬂblollﬂs

them o
gmu-lnfermullmmm-dm ‘Baad line of Submissiar: Tne Tender Docurent culy
filled and attached with copies of supporting documents (attested from the relevan! issuing autharities)
must be deliverad in sealed envelopes by hand one original one copy 1o the address mentioned below on
22 May, 2023 at 1200 Hrs. Placs of issuance and submission will be:- Address: The office of
(0833-9230123). Tender
same day i.e. ﬂ'mmwmnmn |murs.mnmpmmdu=mmenmd
ol Aliomey. Fi
i ﬂmunn Firms/Ce
ﬁnkwmm mhmmrmapaslmmﬁmmnfmmrem Single
Siage Ona Envelope Bidding procedure.
‘OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIOINS:-
Under following conditions bid will be rejected: - Conditional and telegraphic bidsenders. Bids not
accompanied by bid securily of required amount and form. Bids received afler specified date and lime.
Black listed Firms/ Contractors. Details of equipment’s, machinery and transport owned by
fimconiractor. Financial statement summery. Affidavitthatfirm has never been black listed. Nopay order
wil ba accepted/ entertained without firm's complele tieiame
deposit.

which should be writien o the call
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PM Shehbaz Sharif takes keen interest in Gwadar development

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif is taking keen interest in the development of Gwadar, the hub The prime minister broke ground Iuw Il|e (Jn-a(lm Seawater Desalination Plant by China Aid, Jingtal Gwadar
of lhe China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Gwadar Pro reported on Monday quoting an official state-  Private Limited, Hangmei Lubricant Plant. Han geng A"rh.ulluml Industrial Park, Gwadar Expo Centre and
mel Gwadar Fertilizer Plant, besides dﬂmbu(m\ of 3,000 solar panels.

”Smm after d»umm%]uﬁm,. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif took keen interest in the development of Gwadar As a result of the Pnme Minister's special directives, remarkable progress has been made so far on several proj-
and personally visited the port city last year, where he announced a Rs billion development package for the  ects in Gwadar, the statement mention:

Balochistan province with a sizable amount fixed for the city besides inaugurating some key infrastructure proj- Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif inaugurated a component of the China-Pakistan Ecenomie Corridor (CPEC),
ects including Eastbay Expressway.” the statement added the six-lane Eastbay Expressway connecting the Gwadar Port with the Makran Coastal Highway, also prmldlng

It elaborated that dur|n== his visit to the city in June last year, the prime minister ordered to complete all the  alin rachi
on umg development pwwcls of water, electricity and infrastructure in Gwadar in the stipulated time. The Eastbay Expressway 1s a ma]ﬁur infrastructure rlrwut in the ¢ity of Gwadar This construction of the 19-

varned of zero tolerance on any further interruption in the projects of water and electneity saying that the kllumeler highway runs parallel to the coastline, and has four interchanges, two bndges, and a toll plaza

1.2 million gallons of desalination plant in Gwadar should be completed as soon as possible The expressway is designed to handle heavy traffie, and is expected to significantly reduce transportation costs
PM Shehbaz Sharif stressed that the network of pipelines for the provision of water in houses should beimme-  and time for goods moving to and from the Gwadar port “Soon af ming office, Prime Minister Shehbaz
diately improved and also ordered an inquiry to identify those re: e for delaying the projects Sharif took keen interest m l]|e de\elnpmenl of Gwadar and peﬁmwal\» visited the port city last year, where he
He &hr\, tt,d the relevant authorities to begin dredsng at the év-ddar port besides t taking practical steps for  announced a Rs 100 billio pi package for the B provinee with a sizable amount fixed for
break the city besides m"tuvuralml, some key infrastructure projects including Eastbay Expressway,” the statement

ISLAMABAD: M
Ambassador
Federal Capital.

Bilawal directs
to resolve issues
of Pakistanis
living in KSA on

priority bas

ISLAMABAD: Forei
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari b
resolve the issues of Pakistar
in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSMUn
priority basis

He issued the directives while talk-
ing to Ambassador-designate to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Ahmad
Farooq who called on him here on
Monday

Talking 1o Ambassador, Bilawal
Bhutto said Pakistanis living all over
the world, including those in Saudi
Arabia, were the country’s assets

Pakistan attached great importance
to its relations with the brotherly
country, he ad

The foreign minister expressed best
wishes to Ahmad Faroog for his new
responsibilities TNP

finister
ecled |n

Three-day
¢Cultural Mela’
kicks off at GPC

Attock

ATTOCK riéumz\.d by P é
Arts Council (PAC), a three- 1\
*Cultural Mela® was kicked off a
Government Posteraduate ralleue
Attock on  Monday.  Deputy
Commissioner Attock Rao Auf
was the chief uest of the opening cer-
emony of the

While addrf.:;mgllwmau ural cer-
emony of the Mela, Rac Atf Raza said
that culture of Pun_[ab is based on var-
ious historical. religious, cultural and
traditions. This culture unites people
at large and influences the feelings,
P’Inlmnphlea and lifestyles of
unjabis. He said that the culiure s the
identty component associated with an
individual's people through tradifional
ractices, customs, arts, and language
t is an infinite meaning which
changes according to enofé,eogra-
phy, religion, nationality and other
components, he added

Deputy  Commissioner  Attock
thanked the Punjab Arts Council and
Director Waqar Ahmed for organizing
the festival

Principal GPC Attock Professor
Majid Waheed Bhatti said that nations
are recognized in the world only by
their culture and this creates unity and

e of dltferen[

by history. There is a need for us not
only to he proud of our culture but also
l[iill[’nlrudl\cc it to the world, he added

FIA offloads
passenger at
Karachi airport
over fake
documents

KARACHL: The Federal
Investigation -'\u(hnrlw (FIA) has
offloaded a -scen ér at Tinnah
International po arachi for car-
rying fake travel documents.

As per details, the passenger named
Naveed Ahmed was trying to travel to
Greece via flight no TK-709. He was
atked m show his documents by the
e team upon doubts that he
nnuh( he travelling with fake docu-
ments INP

IRSA releases
141,200 cusecs

water

ISLAMABAD, Indus River
System Authority (IRSA) on Monday
released 1: cusecs of water from
various rim stations with inflow of
138,100 cusecs. According to the data
released by IRSA, water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam was 1437.99
feet and was 39 99 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow
in the dam_was recorded as 36,700
cusecs _while outflow as 37.000
cusecs. The water level in River
Jheh_ml at \.1anga Dam was 112190
71.90 feer higher than its dead

Ie»el of 1,050 feet TNP

wal
The F’M Turther directed that the construction of Gwadar Hospital should be completed in September instead
of December
Bﬁ:ePalm oldered to include all 16,523 poor families of Gwadar in the Benazir Income Support Programme
{

ister of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto Zarda
d Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Pakistan D

na

Senate Body briefed
regarding role,
working of EOBI

ISLAMABAD: Senator Anwar
ul Haq Kakar chaired that meeting
of Senate Standing Committee on
Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development was held
here at Parliament House on
Manday.

The “Senate Commitiee was
briefed by Chairperson
Employees Old Age Benefits
Institution (EOBI) regarding the
role and working of ‘the institu-
tion. Naheed Shah Durrani,
Cliperson EOBL wpprised thal
EOBI is a leading institution
which provides social security to
tizens to enhance the quality

ormed that EOBI has
rece\\ed a \,omnbul\on of Rs. 180
Billion during the last ten years.
Moreover, d"unng the financial
year 20. 3 1is expected to
receive a contribution revenue of

However, despite

of EOBL no attention has been
given owver strengthening the
administrative  structure  and
Board of EOBI, she stated.

Senator Shahadat Awan lament-
ed that why the members of Board
have not been change since 2013
In reply to that, She maintained
that since the devolution, both the
Punjab and Sindh Province has
refused to accept EOBI as a
Federal subject and that is why its
members have not been replaced
in all these years.

While deliberating on the cur-
rent statws of 18 criminal cases,
Senator Shahadat Awan ques-
tioned as to whether the challan
have been filed against the
accused or net and as to why the
inquiry has not been initiated in all
these “years. Chairperson EOBI
commented that filing challan
against the accused have been
Iiled and the process was delayed
due_to indifferent attitude of TIA
as filling charged INP

Karachi LG by-polls:
PPP grabs seven, JI
wins four UC seats

KARACHI: The candidates of
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
have won seven out of 11 union
council (UC) seats in the local
government (LG) by-polls in

arachi while Jamaat-e-Islami
(1) secured four seals

According to unofficial results
announced on late Sunday night,
Israr Ahmed of PPP was elected
chairman from UC-2 Koramlgl t?
obtaining 2,647 votes while J1
candidate got 1804 votes and
remained second. Abdul Qadir of
the PPP won the UC-2 L):m Town
seat by securing 3,243 v

The PPP cm(hdale Auslm(l
Khan emerged victorious from
UC-8 District West by getting
2,664 votes while PTI candidate
Sahir Hussain obtained 1,380
votes and remained second. Faisal
Naseem of JI won the UC-6 North
Nazimabad seat from District

Central hv 4,055 votes,
Abid Shah of rL"malnul £
ond by securmgl 169 vate
Muhammad~Ayub_of Jl Was
elected chairman from UC-8
Landhi Town by obtaining l@h
votes whereas Asim Khan of PTI
remained second by getting 826
votes. As per unofficial result, I1

mlm

candidate emerged victorious
Ir(\m UC-3 Korangi by gullng
3,412 votes while PML-N ¢

date remained second after nhmm-
ing 2,544 votes.

\mhmumad Arif of PPP won
Keamari seat by grah-
bing noa votes while Trshad
Ahmed of PTI came second by

etting 1,086 votes. Noor Islam of

emerged victorious from UC-2
District West by getting

4778
votes while Muhammad Aleem of
1h got 3, voles and

remained second INP

Elahi assures PTI chief of
joining his protests ahead
of SC’s May 14 deadline

LAHORE: Former chief min-
ister of Punjab Chaudhary
Parvez Elahi along with his son
Rasikh  Elahi ~called on
Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Imran Khan at
Zaman Park on Monday and
discussed with him issues of
bilateral interest

Pervaiz Elahi assured the
PTI chief of joining him in his
all for upcoming protests
ahead of the Supreme Court’s
deadline for holding an elec-
tion in Punjab on May 14.

Ong,omg political situation
of the country and vindictive
activities against Mr Elahi and
his laml\c? so came under dis-
cussion during the meeting

Condemning the Punjab
carctaker government for rul-
m;_ the provinge after 90 days

fthe dissolution of the assem-

bly, the two leaders stressed
exnressms. solidarity with the
SC and C

knrlle\ lm\'al’l Khan had
announced  rallies  across
Pakistan until May 14 and had
resolved to do so until elec-
tions were held

A few days ago, Punjab
Eﬂllce and “Anti-Corruption

stablishment (ACE) team had
raided Mr Elahi's residence in
Lahore, but after six-hour long
operation, failed to apprehend
the former chief minister.

The action drew strong criti-
gism from the PTI which had
been voicing concern against
the arrest of its workers and
leaders. The police action came
10 a halt when Punjab ACE
Director General Sohail Zafar
Chattha Well the scene along
with ﬂle police contingent. INP

(\

L:\MJ\BAD' Ameer of Jamiat lllemn-e-l am Maulana Hamid-Ul-Ha
sharing his views during meeting with M
Emirate of Afghanistan Amir Khan Muttaqi,

ster of Foreign AfT:
in Federal Capital.

added 'Il elaborated that during his visit to the city in June last year, the prime minister ordered o complete all me
ongoing development projects of water, electricity and infrasiructure in Gwadar in the » stipulated l|n|E He wam

of zero tolerance on any further imerru
lons of desalination plant in Gwadar sl

ﬁmml inthe pmﬂectfi of water and electricity saying that the 1.2
ould be completed as soon as possible T

2 million nal

Pakistan benefits from
China’s efforts to maintain
reglonal peace: Experts

ISLAMAB.
itself, and it is essen|
ical order. Pakistan i

This was statéd by

two countries will help reduce sectarian tensions in the
> an opportunity for econom-
ic and political cooperation .

he ‘agreement will provide imm
term humanitarian, economic, and political dividends The numb:
for the Middle East region and the world

It is early to say that Pakistan and India can move in

the same direction and resume dialogue. However, ina
recent interview with Gwadar Pro, such events certain-  Afg!
ly inspire the nations at the odd, said Amir Rana.

le believes Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhurto's attending the meeting of the SCO Council m
Ministers of l'melﬂn Affairs held in India on May 5
was a result of China's push_ It was the first visif to
India by a Pakistani foreign minister in more than a
decade and indeed a promising development. thanks o
ina and Russia's facilitation of this channel

Muslim world and pron

m
dead over

property
dispute

SWABL: A youth was
gunned down over prop-
erty dispute  in  Gar
Bandha Maneri Bala area
of Swabi, police said on
Monday.

According 1o details,
Talah Muhammad hailing
from Shagai Maneri Bala
went to Narro Bandha
area of Swabi an_Sunday
along with his 28-vear-
old son Muhammad Nasir
Zia for fateha of his
\le}rhew Bilal.

Muhammad
returned home but Nasir
Zia stayed at house of
brother” in-law in Gar
Bandha Mohallah Azad
Kashmir where accused
Zafar Al allegedly
sunned down him over
property dispute and fled
the scene

The body was shifted to
hospital for postmortem
and police after register-
ing a case against the
mrderer starte
his arrest.INP

Bid to
smuggle
371 bags

wheat foiled

SUKKUR: The Food
Department and Excise
Police foiled a bid to
smuggle container carry-
m s wheat bags and arrest-
the driver here on
Mnnda\, On a tip-off, the
Food ‘Department and
Excise Police started snap
checking of trailers_on
Rohri — molorway The
police arrested the driver
d impounded the con-
tainer with recovered
wheat which was later
shifted o godown of food
depanmem INP

raids for

PTI pursuing
particular
agenda
against
national

PESHAWAR: Special
Assistant to_the L
Minister on Poverty alle-
viation and Social Safety,
Faisal Karim Kundi has
stated that PT1 is pursuing
a particular  agenda
against the national inter-
ests,  adding, Imran
Khan's palitical agenda
stood  for ruining
Pakistani society, institu-
tions, ecanomy.
Replying to another ques-
tion INF

Hagqani

rs of the Islamic

wse diplomacy is asserting
I‘m balancing the worl ‘0I =
a sincere partiier in el
'8 growing mﬂuenw will bri
peace and stability in the region

Amir Rana, Director of Pak
Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS),
on China's eritical role in prometing the resumption ol
diplomatic relations between Saudi
thus opening a landmark adjustment of tension and res-
olution in the Middle East

Foreign Al
Mi
mul

while commenting

Arabia and Tran,

ple_crises nd
5ence of the Cold War, the surge ol umlateral protec-
, and the rise of hegemonism and power poli-

\p:ﬂ}kmfs__r at the SCO Council of Ministers of
irs, Ch

hinese State Councilor and Foreign

inted out that today’s world faces
challenges, including the resu

Paw1wcwpa|\1t spoke highly of the SCO's contribution
to regional security .m?l

platform for regional cooperation. They agreed to
strengthen security cooperation amljmmlv wmhm ter-

development as an important

rorism
and cyber ¢
In a

drug p

m«.um% mth Qin on May 5 in Islamabad,
ent Arif Al
ery effort to ensure the safety of Chinese personnel

vi stressed that Pakistan would make

and institutions in Pakistan and is ready to work with

iate and long-

Pal

er of
increased statistically, with several major attacks in a
row having an adverse impact. r\m\r noted that most of
the attacks had been con
anistan, which have been efl‘ecn\-ely dealt with by
istan's security services. He underlined that “as an
all-weather strategic partnership, China and Pakistan
have growing wrust in each other. Both sides are mak-
ing unremitting efforts through ongoing dialogue and
cooperation such as joint anfi- LermorisnT exercis
research by think tanks 1o ensure the safety of C
pegsone in Pafastan. especially engineers working on
PEC projects. "INP

China for peace and reconstruction in Afghanistan

terrorist attacks in Pakistan has

ined ta order areas with

nese

Golden Jubilee of
Constitution: Fazl to address
parliament on May 10

ISLAMABAD: PDM and JUT Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman will address
the parliament on May 10 to mark the
conclusion of (:o]nlan Jubilee celebra-
tions of Constitution of Pakistan, it has
been learnt on Monday .

The concluding ceremony marking
the S0th anniversary of the c\nsumuon
of Pakistan 1973 will be held on May
10-11 m which prominent parsc\mbnes
will be anviter
1-Islam Chief Maulana
Fazl will deliver a historic and important
address to the parliament on May 10,

e concluding ceremony will be
held at Parliameni House in which
speakers will pay tribute to the framers
and defenders of the constitution.

The month-long celebrations have
been going on since April 10, 2023, with

a series of events to commemorate the
founding principles of democracy, jus-
tice, and equality enshrined in the
Constitution

National Assembly Bé:e:\lner Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf inaugurated the celebra-
tions by laying the foundation stone of
the C‘onstltullon Mcnumem at the site
approved ﬁ dvisory Committee,
Cg‘poslte ] 1rllamen[ar\- Lodges, D-

slam:

The m;murm.m Cvill serve gsa perma-
nent reminder of the importanc: oi the
Constitution n the nation's hist

This was followed by a wreath Ia\ g
ceremony at the Memorial of the
Unsung Heroes of Democracy in the
Parliament House, paying homage to
those who fought for dsmamry and
constitution in Pakistan INP

QU ETTA A view of accumulated sewerage water on double road.

US dollar keeps
Pakistani rupee in
check in interbank

trading

ISLAMABAD: The US dollar start-

ed the week m\ positive l‘oolmn s it

gained 26 s in value agai the

Pﬂmmm mpee in interbank mmk:l on
day

ccording  to  the information
received from the forex dealers, the
greenback was appreciated bv 26
paisas and was currently being traded
at Rs283 85
On Friday last, the Pakistani rupee
had nurm»ed its’ position against the
US dollar, settling w\lh a marginal
appreciation of 0.0
A_LCUF('IS% to th State Bank of
Pakistan (

the Pakistani ruj
had c\osedal‘. .39, an increase of 23
i.-; sIn a key development, _the
mernaumml Monetary Fund (IMF)

had reiterated that it is working with
Pakistani authorities to bring the pend-
ing ninth review to conclusion “once
the necessary Imancm& |s Jn place and
the agreement is finalise

“In addition, the IMF supports the
authorities in the implementation of
policies in the period ahead, including
in the technical work to prepare the
FY24 budget. which is to be passed by
the Va(mna\ Assembly betore end-

n Porter, the IMF Mlﬁilm\
Chie! mr Pakmlan said on Frid;

The development comes Palzismn
remains engaged with the Washington-
based lender to resume its bailout pro-
gramme that has been stalled at the
|I|‘|\mh review since November last year.

Cherat Packaging profit
dips despite revenue growth
in 6MFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Cherat Packaging

Limited announced its financial results
for the first six months of the financial
year 2022-23 f reporting a

steady growth in revenue, WealthPK
reports,

h(. company’s revenue increased by

cear-on-year to R7.8 billion

oss profit decre, v

on from R1.1 billion in

rum before-tax
d h}, 5284 million in
6\{F\’s Frum R;T‘ﬁ mlllwn in the
same period last year. This decrease was
attributed to a rise in operating expenses
during the period under review
Jhe_company's rofit
creased 61%

also

b\‘VF\' 3 from R554 million in the same
period last year.

Despite the challenges, the company
continues o inve: m its infrastructure,
production  capas human
Tesources

Performance in 2021-22

The company reported a total revenue
of Rs13.5 billion in FY22, posting &
20% increase over the previous year's
revenue of Rs11 2 billion

Cherat Patkag'lnlfl%rubs profit for the
year stood at on, up W"n from
Rs1 9 billion m F\r

L(or

om-
pared to lhc: previous year's net profit of
5855 million.
The samings per share for the e
stood at Rs20.83, up 4% from Rs2|
in 2020-21 Cheraf and\agm performed
well during the year despite Facing chal-
Iu\ut.s posed bv the Covid-19 pandemic.
he u)m%anv s revenue growth was
drlwn by higher demand for its packag-
ing solufions, which were widely used in
the food, pharmaceutical, and other
industries. INP




