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Mobile broadband suspended
across country on interior

mlnlstr\' S mstr

tions: PT

Interior minister says Imran failed to appear before the court in the Al-
Qadir Trust case despite being issued several notices

Deawood Ahmed

Police and Rangers arrested former
Prime Minister Imran Khan in
Islamabad. Rangers took the former

Premier in custody in a national
ﬂCBUllﬂlﬂhllﬂ bureau B) case in
Islamabad. The former PM was arrest-

ed m the Al Qadir Trust Case by NAB
authorities. police sources said.

Rangers arrested
Imran Khan
from Islamabad
High Court

Rangers arrested lmran Khan from
the premises of the Islamabad High
Court. PTI Vice President Fawad
Chaudhry tweeted that the THC has
been “occupied by the Rangers™ and
Ia\ners *are being subjected to tor-

Imran Khan’s car has been sur-
rounded,” he added. Security was
tightened in and around the court after
the arrest of the PT1 Chief Imran Khan,
Rangers shifted Imran Khan in a bul-
let-proof vehicle amid tight secun

e country’s restive politics is like-

ly in for a flare-up as Pakistan

ahreek-e-lnsaf(PTl) chalmmn Imran

Khan was arrested by Rangers person-

nel hem Islamabad Hmh jfour( (IHC)

acting on National Accountability
Bureau s (NAB) warrant.

The PTI chairman was arrested as
art of NAB’s investigation in the -\I
adir Trust case ahead of his appe:

ance before the THC to seek bnll in
multiple FIRs registered against him

Firing in PTI rally in Quetta, several mJured

Syed Ali Shah
Manan Mendokhail

Several people were i l!.ule_d in a firing
dun? the protest rally of Pakistan Tehrik ¢
Insa (an on Tuesday cvcm:n Po]lcz
sources said there was an abrupt firing dur-
ing the PTT's rally against the anest cl far-
mer Prime Minister, Imran Khan Police
fired tear gas to d\gFars.e the highly charged
pc!m:a] wnrl:erﬂ of

Baig, the bpokwman of civil
hospnta\ Queua said one ly was
brought to the hospital. “We are et fo rec-
ognize the dead body™. Baig stated. He
informed that six civilians were also
brought to the hospital -
ments also injured our three officers on air-
m uetta, the Spokesman of

lochistan Police said in a statement. He
said the mob attacked the pelwe officers
and left three of them injure

PTI profesters r:h anting
slngans

o

| police

Images and videos show, protesters
chanun!, full-throated slogans after the fir-

uge coﬂlmgn ent of police was
d.eployccl to maintain the talw and order sit-

wation on the eve of the rally.
Tension prevailed on Quetta airport road
in the aftermath of the finng Police fired

tear gas to disperse the protesters. Angry
|protesters also pelted stones at the anti-niot
ed to maintain the law and
order situaticon

Section 144
declared in Quetta:
Home Minister
Balochistan

More police were called into the area to
maintain order.

The Balochistan government imposed
section 144 and banned all kinds ofpalm-
cal gatherings and the display of

“We have imposed 144 to ensure law and

Rangers took
Imran Khan

away to NAB
Rawalpindi

It appears KJIan got wind of his
arrest hours earlier as before leavin
for the court the PTI chief said:
someone has a warrant, they should
directly bring it to me. Bring the war-
rant, my lawyer will be there, I'm
ready 10 go to the jail mysel£”

The former premier, “hﬂe demand-
ing that he be approached through a
warrant, urged against staging any
drama.

Khan's warrants were
issued on May I by NAB
chairman Lt Gen (retd)
Nazir Ahmad Butt

“There is no case against me. I'm
mentally prepared m be arrested, If1
have to go to jail, I'm ready,” Khan
said. The cricketer- tulned-polmcwan
said that the nation knows him for
the last 50 years.

Khan's dramatic arrest, in which
paramilitary froops had to break sev-
eral doors, jump through smashed
windows, and scuffle with PTI su

orters and lawyers to reach the
T’ gally beleaguered firebrand politi-
cian, has sparked protests across the
country.

Inspector Genenﬂ of Police (I1GP)
Islamabad Dr Akbar Nasir Khan
confirmed |hL development and said
that the situation was under control

Police

order situati Balochistan  Home
Minister, er Zl:ullah Langove told Dmly
Quetta Voice via telephone.

CM
Balochistan
takes notice of
the situation

Chaef Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo took notice of the situation and
directed the mspecmi general of police and
all deputy commissioners to ensure peace
durmg I rallies “None would be allowed
to take the law into his hands”, Mr. Bizenjo
said in a statement after the Ilrmg incident
in the PTI's protest rally. He directed the
law enforcement agencies to bring the ele-
ments creating law and order issues to book
and award them punishment.

Treason case against [mran Khan:
BHC i issues notices to AG, others

Staff Reporter

QUETTA Balochistan  High
Court (BHC) on Tuesday issued
notices to the Attomey General,
Federal Secretary Law, and others
regarding a tréason case against the
former prime minister Imran Khan

Abdul Razzaq Shar Advocate of
the Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) had submited an applica-
tion before the BHC seeking regis-
tration of a treason case against the
former premier

Amanullah Kanrani
Advacrn‘e appears Amanullah Kanmm Ad\ocale the

becare the court former SC and_ the
counsel

T Lhe peuum\ef pleaded.

The former premier Imran Khan A division bench of the BHC
committed treason while dlssol\ln;, comprising Chiel Justice, Mr
the assembly in April

Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan, and

Mr. Justice Amir Rana admitted the

“Du'ectmm should be issued 1o
ent in the light of the
ons related 1o violation
ution and high treason

the gov
recenl deci
of the con

in the past.

§:

o

pemlon and directed to issue

0 the concerned offices.

the petitioner said.

Ielecnmmumcatmn
Authority on Tuesday
confirmed that it had sus-
ended mobile broad-
and across the count
on the mtarmr ministry’s
instructio:

Meanwhﬂe Netblocks,
an organisation  that
wacks internet outages,
said access 1o Twilter,
Facebook and Youtube
was restricted = across
Pakistan  amid
Chairman Imran Khan's
arrest earlier today from
the Islamabad * High

“ourt’s_ premises in the
acllr Imq case
ation fur-
ther wud thi al w:nl inter-

kistan

Moblle broadband suspended across
country on interior ministry’s

instructions: PTA

around using a virtual pri-

net shutdowns have been
observe i some
regions” in a report
Real-time ~ network
da[a how the disruption
on some but not
ull |r|obwle and fixed-line
internet  providers in
Pakistan at the time of

wmmg The study is

aken from an initial sam-
p\e size of 60 measure-
ments from 30 vantage
points across Pakistan,”
added

The report  recom-
mended that the dismup-
tion could be worked

vate |\eli».m{ which could
gircumvent “govemnment
m\emel censorship meas-
ures’

“Metrics are consistent
with an intentional dis-
ruption to service applied
LemraLI? at Pakistan’s
national internet back-
bone.“NetBlocks recom-
mends against the use of
network ~disruptions_and
social media restrictions
to limit political speech,
given their disproportion-
ate impact to fundamen-
tal rights including free-
dom "of expression_and
freedom assembly,” the
nu_.,amsa:\en said Web

Desk

'Imran arrested on merit': Sana rubbishes claims of

]‘;L;‘\MJ\BJ\D Federal Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah detailed on
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran Khan's arrest in the
ir Trust case, said the PTI chiefl's arrest was in accordance with law.
former prime minister was arrested by Rangers officials from the
I[slum abad Judicial Complex a w&
irm

Tuesday
AH}&&
The

wed. He was arrested in the Al

He cnnnnued
ment and creating “fi
Fap oy ceadsl et

Interior minister says corruption
cases against PTI chief filed with
NAB, which operates 'independently’

le of hours ago, the IG Islamabad con-
dir Trust case, the federal capital's top
cop had informed at the time. "Situation is normal
and violations will result in police action,” said IG Islamabad.

man who was slagsmaenng against the govern-
‘false allegations of corruption” was caught ina “cor-

political victimisation

Section 144 is in place

The minister said a laundered amount of 190 million pounds (Rs70 bil-
lion) belonging (o a “property tycoon” was caught in the United

ingdom

Sana maintained that former special assistant to the PM (SAPM)
Shehzad Akbar was the key person involved in the case, as he and Imran
mislead their cabinet by concealing the facts and documents rela(ed 1o the
settlement agreement

He stated that money was received under the settlement agreement and
was supposed to be deposited in the national exchequer. which Sana

claimed “belonged to the per]B However, he continued that the amount
was adjusted in gfp { related case in Karachi which was settled by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan against a payment plan of Rs460 billion
le said that Akbar was soon involved and as a result of an agreement,
the Al- gndjr Trust was made. He continued properties of 240 kanals in
Bani Gala and another 458 kanal property was registered under the trust

He claimed that Imran and his spouse Bushra Bibi were the only two
trustees in the matter. He said that the Bani Gala home was registered
under the name of Farah Gogi and the property was worth Rs5bn -7bn, and
that Akbar had taken Rs2bn for his "services™ “Instead of bringing the
RsTObn m the national treasury, it was adjusted in the SC account of the

tycoon who was under tnal ar the SC.” Sana said He furthered
hm xhc Toshakhana (gift repository case) was further evidence of Imtan’s
corruption, adding t ﬂt the formér prime minister was stealing money
while creating false allegations against the Sharif clan.Web Desk
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Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and appre-
hensions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist Eulttical parties.

The census staff is

et to reach the people living in url

an parts of the

province. What to speak about the remote areas of the province, which cov-

ers half of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of

entire Pakistan,

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan
Specific law and order situations, rugged mountains, long distances,

plains, and adm

trative issues make it very difficult to make sure proper

and accurate counting of all individuals in Balochistan

As per the 2017 national census,

Balochistan makes hardly 6% popula-

tion of the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. It'is iron-
ic l'alej:f this meager population is not counted properly during the census
02!

(j_ensus also a sensitive topic in Balochistan
Like in some cities of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to

be one of the sens:

ve topics in Balochistan, Almost all political parties are

skeptical about the process of the current enumeration/census,

The Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of

Afghan refugees in the census process and fear that this would brin,
demographic change in Balochistan. Simularly,
parties fear that their (ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored
under the garb of Afghan refugees.

Balochistan makes up only 6%

a
the Pashtoon na[icma%isl

opulation of the entire country

. The resource-rich province of Balochistan has a nominal representation
in the parliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a

total of 342

e province has no say in the formation of the federal gav-

ermnment, and distribution of development funds under the federal public

sector development program (PSDP,

Even its (Balochistan) meager share

of 6% percent in services is swallowed by Islamabad through fake domi-

ciles.

Ba'lochis_tan is lagging behind all other provinces in terms of key social

indicators including education, health, san
Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of

the worst governance

on and clean drinking water.

To be precise, all political parties should put their heads together and
bury the hatchet and come up with one point agenda that a fair and trans-
parent census should be conducted before it is already late.
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Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

CHZ
D)

Article, 25
Constittion
Islal €
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex, It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it is so? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

jender Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

mgr
here are many poli-
¢y options Lo reduce this
imbalance but budget is
\mé)orlanl‘ as a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching
the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender
Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  create
enabling environment o
bring equal he fun-
jective of
sender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to promoting gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part of human
rights. Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nalion against woinen,
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies, When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
hat, *Is there any smudy
ever conducted to_find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or ?re-hudgel
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
orm  almost  50%
(48 76%, to be speci
ic)of our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%, If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment  starts
and ends with the provi-
sion o Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
lfy. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan is 47 4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly invelved in the
budgetary process. An
anaF sis of PSDPs since
2015-14 dll 2020-21
shows that there was not
a single Gpmje::l in the
years 2013- 14 Ist
2014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to .22%, It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable gr

In Balachistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chanees of employment,
and around 75% of the
women  labor force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
wortk F lace
Surprisingly there are
no  separate  Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational ~ facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women’s
Development
Department, most|
manned by male of
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
plans for female uplift
Conditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable.  Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming an
using  this untapped
potential

The Iran-Saudi pact

The recent rapproche-
ment_between lIran and
Saudi Arabia has creat-
ed a npple of excite-
ment among the people
of the remon, who have
been baéﬁv affected by
the undeclared cold war
between the two coun-

fries
The efforts to normal-
1ze ties between the two
archrivals might also go
a long way m stabihzing
e situation n_vanous
s of the reglonr and
elping the people of
Yemen put an end to the
terrible war that has
pushed millions of peo-
ple towards hunger,
starvation and miseries
and caused colossal
age to try’s
Stru

The two Middle
Eastern powers have
expressed their intention
L0 §OFt UL 1S3UES 0 a1
amicable way, while
announcing the restora-
tion of diplomatic ties, It
15 also believed that this
normalization will not
only boost economic
cooperation between the
two countries but also
allay apprehensions that
the people of two states
have about one and
another.

Many believe that the
leaders of two countries
demonstrated great
political |ai||<;\1:'aelr\ty h)}
accepting reality of
the modhem world “that
advocates the resolution
of problems throug

talks and diplomac;

It is also hoy c!lhal
friendly ties between
Riyadh and Tehran wall
pave the way for an
effective reconciliation
ias and
besides

1nd

tween
Sunnis of lraq

reducing tensions
between the pro-Iran
and pro-Saudi’ Arabia
R/?Illlcai factions in the

ddle East and several
of the Mushim

15 expected that
positive signals emanat-
]r_we% from Riyadh in
Tehran mught be nstru-
mental in putting an end
to the anda war
unleashed by the media
outlets of the two states
years 0, bringing
people of the two states
closer R
The easing of tensions
could greatly benefit the
Iranian economy that
crippled
because of the ruthless
sanctions impose;
the US and its allies
The recent unrest i Iran
was also partly fuelled
by the precarious eco-
nomic situation that has
unged millions of
Ele iy a lits of misery
and impoverishmen
These sanctions dealt a
severe blow, dé;? Tranian
ol export, nving it
of Its fair share m the
ﬁl‘obal market, causing
e loss of hillions of
dollars over the years
The US and s
European allies fried to
isolate Iran at the nter-
national level which
also damaged the coun-
ry  diplomatically,
Enemies of Iran used
this unrest 10 tarnish the
mmage of the country,
assertng that Tehran s
no different from a fas-
cist state. i
The normalization of
ties perhaps will not
mstantly end lranian
isolation at the interna-
uonal level, but help
Tehran find some sup-

&m’l_ at regional forums
Vhile sanctions against
Iran are likely to contin-
ue, making ‘it difficult
for Tehran mtgct any
sigh of relef at the glob-
al level, 1t can enhance
Iranan share 1n regronal
trade.
er the normaliza-
tion of relations wit
UAE if Iran manages to
put aside its differences
with Saudi Arabia, it
will help hoost its image
as a country that
believes m talks and
diplomacy, questioning
the narrative that has
been projected by the
Wesl asserting that the
theocratic state seeks
regional nance by
proxies
across the region
Cordial tes with
Tehran will also greatly
help Rivadh that has
been beéset by drone
attacks alleﬁedt{; carried
uqt‘l(lyt_hc outhi rebels
of Yemen. Riyadh has
been tryng “hard to
diversify its ex:nnnmf,
umpimng billions of dol-
ars mto construction of
tourist  resorts and
development of service
industries. These sectors
of the economy cannot
achieve any significant
success amidst the
atmosphere of hostility
and animosity m the

visiting that country.
uch  tensions also
undermine the efforts
that are meant to boost
economic development
Saudi  Arabia is
almost friendly with
every country of the
region After following
hawkish policies for

some years, its leader-
ship has adopted a prag-
matic approach  that
seems to promoting
regonal trade and eco-
nomic development
The kingdom also
seems defermmed to
modernize.  Animosity
with _lran has greatly
benefited the obscuran-
tist forces of the country
that thrive on such hos-
tility. Good  relations
with Tran will allow the
kingdom to deprive ret-
rogressive elements of
the excuse they employ
to stoke anti-Iranian

feel c%s
S Feople with a
medieval, mindset also

e

di_Arabia govern-
ment. 50, on the domes-
tie front it will strength-
en the pr?émans( lead-
ership of Riyadh, creat-
ng ease to carry out the
scheme of moderriza-
tron that 1s badly needed
for a country which has
been accusedl of foment-
m% sectarian hatred and
re_:ﬁmus mhodm&y. It
will also help Saud
Arabia project its soft
image which is neces-
sary if the kingdom real-
ly wants to promote its
services sector and
diversify its economy,
The tapprochements
between _Tehran and
Riyadh will also boost
theé image of China as a
Eﬂl’ohal cader. Beijing
s emerged as an miflu-
ential country m a
region that Has been
Iagued ars, con-
icts and hostilities. The
Chinese involvement
also reflects the waning
power of the US that 15
more interested in sell-

By Abdul Sattar

ing weapons to all the
rival states instead of
coming up with a solu-

tion to the problems
bemg faced " by the
region, The people of

e
the Middle East might
remember China as the
country that helped cre-
ate a situation where
they could have a sigh
of relief, and
Washington as an actor
that did nothing for the
region except fueling
more tensions.
ese good gestures
br the two eountries
also indicate that the
world 1s ﬁrmllly entering
into an era of effective
multilateralism  First.
Russia stabilized war-
torn Syna a )
o and now China is
trying to create the
atmosphere that might
go a long way in foster-
g regional unity
Pmmotmg busmess and
rade n not only the
Middle East but beyond
as well. The prospects
of this umty are bright
because Riyadh is not
on:fv normalizing ties
with Iran, but has also
made efforts to put aside
s differences  with
Damascus while enjoy-
ing good ties with' the
Iragy %uvcmmmt that
also played a crucial
role in bringing the two
states closer
The  rapprochement
should serve as a
reminder to the belliger-
ent leadership of Isracl
that has been s
regional  domination
fear and nhmi-
dation. Tel Aviv needs to
realize that by violating
international " laws a
usurping the rights of
Palestinians.

Mirror, mirror
on the wall...

he time has
come when we
must ask that
magic mirror
on  the wall
what the future
of our nation is to be
Beyond the mirror, there
are really no answers,
with analysts putting for-
ward a vanety of opin-
ions, some arguing that
after three years of acute
hardship caused by infla-
tion, unemployment and
related issues, Pakistan
will boom back and make
a full recovery. Others are
far less optimistic and
there is a sense of hope-
lessness and despondency
across the country,

The evidence” of this
came in the fact_that in
2022, as many as 750,000
young Pakistanis, most of
them highly educated
doctors, engineers, infor-
mation technology
mfms and others opted
o leave the country legal-
Iy This number was far
higher than the under
300,000 which left in the
two preceding  years
Clearly. :"DunE, people in
a country which has a
huge youth population —
with 64 per cent of nation
aged between 15 and 3
years — feel that there is
no future for them in the

where they grew up

There are, of course,
exceptions 1o the rule,
and some brave young
Pakistanis have chosen 1o
stay back and help as they
can. Their resolve needs
to be ﬁpéllﬂ led and so
does the dedication to the
country of other young-

sters who insist that they
do want to give back afier
completing  education
OVErSeas in Some capacity
or the other. Clearly there
are deep feelings for
Pakistan, despite the Fact
that its governance over
the last seven decades has
done so little for the peo-
ple or devised policies
which can bring out the
immense potential of the
couniry K
So, we asked the mirror
if everything is lost. The
answer is not clear. Much
depends on what future
overnments do and how
ey act. We hope that
there will be some sense
of responsibility and an
end to the childish bicker-
ing and refusal to discuss
matters logether despite
the national crisis we are
witnessing at the present
time. We cannot say how
the various players will
act and if the institutions
will stay true to the prom-
ise of ‘steering clear_ of
Pakistani politics.
Obviously, it would be
extremely wise to do so
As we look at other
countries in somewhat
similar situations, Sri
Lanka comes to mind.
The country fell into a
crisis three years ago - hit
by hyperinflation and a
situafion which led to
default. As a result,
poverty doubled across
the country and in urban
centre evén tripled. The
plight of the people can
only be imagined even
though Sn Lanka has a
better structure of educa-
tion and governance com-
ared “to  Pakistan.
owever, as the World

ila Hy:

Bank has pointed our,
more and more flaws
have crept into their sys-
tem of governance lead-
ing 1o the crash of the
cpqn:? and the crisis that
hitit. Tt is now attempting
to climb back and appears
to he somewhat success-
ful in doing so, with help
from intermational donor
agencies such as the

orld Bank as_well as
other foreign nations who
believe that it is impera-
tive that the country
resumes its prior position
in the world.

Pakistan must hope it
can find similar support
over the years 1o come
and it must also face up to
the reality that the next

help can come in depends
also on the government of
Pakistan and its ability to
mobilize diplomatic opin-
ion and gain friends it has
lost over the years due to
various sifuations

Though Pakistan,

according to top econo-
mists across the \.mrtda
has already defaulted, an
has therefore turned to
the IMF the lender of last
resort we should remem-
ber that countries such as
Argentina have defaulted

' nine_fimes
since the late 1800s. The
last default for Argentina
came in 2001 and it is
Chuﬂ‘&]ll)' recovering from
the

the_ai L
IMF aid is of course not
always something to be
welcomed

The power

Pakistan’s power and
snecgy crisis  has
reached crisis propor-
tions. The power sec-
tor’s circular debt of
. billion — com-
bined with Rsl1.400 bil-
lion of the gas sector —
and  Rso00 billion
payable to PSO speak
volumes of our bad
management and the
unsustainable structure
of  power-and-energy-
seclor governance.

Our  power sector

structure is flawed — a
combination of wrong
eneration  sources,
efective transmission
and distnibution system,
poor bill recovery and
demand  management
mechanism

The fmlure to plan a
balanced energy mix
ratio, including an opti-
mal mix of renewables
and thermal-based
sources has resulted in a
disproportionate
reliance on thermal-
based sources of power
generation ie 58.4 per
cent The planning fail-
ure on the supply side
has also contnbuted to
the present situation.

. Supf_t)- side planning
in Pakistan was predi-
cated on ambitious pro-
jections of industrial
growth The lack of
industrial development
put paid to all optimistic
assumptions of power
consumption, resulting
in a perennial imbalance
between demand and
supplir The  total
installed capacity of
43 W in Pakistan
unfortunately does not
get utilized due to lack

of industrial demand
and poor transmission
and distribution  sys-
tems.

Pakistan developed
thermal-based [PPs to
cater for  projected
demand in the 1990s
with _generous ROI
incentives for IPP own-
ers_through attractive
tariff and capacity pay-
ment terms. In simple
terms, the IPPs had to
be paid even if they
were not producing
electricity because o
the ‘take or pay’ provi-
sion of power purchase
agreements.

Our present genera-
tion capacity — that
touches a peak of
30,000MW once a while
in extreme weather con-
ditions especially in
summer and then plum-
mets down significantly
— compels us fo keep the
generation capacity on
idle even when not in
demand. resulting in
hefty capacity payments
to [PPs. The di

emand
and production gap of
electricity in Pakistan is
widening; against the

eman o
120,392GWH, only
87.324 GWH was pro-
duced in  2018-19
According to a LUMS
Energy Institute (LEI)
report, Pakistan with a
base load requirement
of 8,000MW caters to a
demand load of approx-
imately Z0.000PVP { in
extreme weather condi-
tions for which it has an
installed capacity of
over 40,000MW.

 The impact of this
imbalance 1s an increase

and energy crisis

in the cost of
generation, which, for
political reasons, is not
passed on to end con-
sumers and keeps piling
up in the shape of circu-
Tar debt. Combined with
poor bill_recovery and
transmission and distri-
bution losses, the vol-
ume of circular debt
keeps nising.

Also, the demand side
is not satisfactory. On
the demand fromt,
Pakistan needs the actu-
al  base load of
8.000MW. Due to sea-
sonal needs — keepin,
houses and offices cool
in summer and warm in
winter— the demand
often rises to
30,000M W,

It 1s safe to say that
Pakistan uses costly
power generated mostly
through imported fossil
fuels to cool walls and
roofs at  subsidized
rates. This indeed is an
inefficient way of using
costly electricity.

Now even if the tem-
porary demand in sum-
mer spikes to
30,000MW, the solution
is demand management
— which is avoided to
keep _constituencies
happy. There could be
several solutions to this
m‘cr—l:aFar.‘ity issue, and
one of those is to
increase our industrial
capacity so that the

resent base load could

¢ taken wup from
8.000MW to 14,000MW
to reduce the adverse
im¥ac( of idle capacity.

he present arrange-
ment of spending $100
billion on capacity pay-

ower

ments to IPPs for main-
taining the capacity that
caters 10 the require-
ment of our domestic
needs — air conditioning
mostly — is the most
inefficient way of utiliz-
ing power. Most of our
IPPs are frontloaded
through high capital
expenditure (CAPEX)
and have long tenors of
debt and tariff The
renegotiation of the loan
tenor and tariff terms is
an option to bring down
the cost of generation.
But this is onl g a partial
solution has not
borne fruit in the past.

The state of the oil
and gas sector is also
not enviable as the
country has consumed
798 per cent and 66 per
cent of the oil and gas
reserves. With the cheap
domestic gas sources
drying up fast, Pakistan
is likely to run out of
domestic natural
resources by 2030
Pakistan is purchasing
costly liquefied natural
%as and putting that into

86 000km-long
pipeline _infrastructure
ta burn it i domestic
stoves.

The government is
purchasing gas at a cost
of $16/mmbtu and sell-
ing it at a cost of $2-
G/mmbtu 1o rural and
urban domestic con-
sumers, The resulting
£ap in price recovery —
plus gas thefts and
transmission losses due
1o poor infrastructure —
results in the gas sec-
tor’s circular debt. This
state of affairs 15 unsus-
tainable. We need long-

term structural reforms
through better regula-
tion of the power sector
and professional man-

agement.
Pakistan needs to
enhance its industrial

capacity for efficient
consumption  of its
power capacity in addi-
tion to demand manage-
ment through adminis-
trative measures like
weather-friendly house
designs, installation of
smart  metres  and
AMRs, plugging thefts
through an overhauled
transmission and distri-
bution system and the
gradual altening of ener-
gy mix, enhancing the
share of hydel  and
renewables ﬁke wind
and solar energy

Price signalfing is one
of the effective tools to
control energy waste
The cost of piped gas
needs to be realistic and
the exploration of the
domestic oil and gas
resources be expedited
through special incen-
tives to E&P companies.
Pakistan needs an
upstream regulator in
the oil and gas sector
along with the merger of
Nepra with Ogra to
bring more synmergy in
energy planning  The
country  alsa  needs
refinery Ipo\:cy urgently
to  help refineries
upscale their productivi-

Y.

Pakistan should take
some immediate steps
like bold reforms,
expert presence in the
power and energy min-
1stries, merger of regu-
lators

It’s all about
politics

ur politicians
are deeply and
danl?emusly
divided.  Our

judiciary is
divided.  Our
state institutions are divid-
ed ur journalists are
divided. We the peﬁple:\re
also divided — divided
along political lines. Red
alert: we are divided like
never before
Someone  intelligent
once said, “It's all about
politics, stupid” Politics
where the story really
begins. Our democracy-
loving peliticians do not
consider each other as
democratic rivals. They
consider each other as
enemies, Our democracy-
loving politicians do niot
consider each other as
democratic competitors.
They all want 10 send their
opponents  to  disease
infected prison cells. Our
democracy-loving politi-
cians do not consider each
other as democratic oppo-
nents. They want to anni-
hilate each other, destroy
and obliterate one another.
lere’s a proven formu-
la, a formula that has
stood the test of tme:
political stability leads to
economic rogress
Political stability results
mn two l}unﬁs [on%—term
planning and higher levels
of investment Result
economic progress, Look
at Botswana, a small
African  countr that
%amed. independence in
966. Bof a

&

stable government and
that overtime has resulted
In country-wide economic
development. Yes, politi-
cal stability has turned
Botswana into one of the

fastest growing
economies in the world
Chile, a Latin American
country, is another exam-
le of political stability
rnging i economic
growth and a reduction in
poverty. Chile is an exam-
ple of economic progress
through political stability.
South Korea is another
example of a country that
has experienced economic
proéwts through political
stability. Singapore is
another outstanding
example  of economic
progress because of politi-
cal stability. Singapore's
ggnucnans_ have turned
wx:sa ore into one of the
thiest countries in the
waorl
Here’s another proven
formula, a formula that
has also stood the test of
time: political instability
has four distinet conse-

qu : r-
tainty, volatility, a lack of
confidence mong
mvestors and stagnation.
Venezuela is a case in
int Remember,
‘enezuela has more
proven ol reserves than
any other country in the
world, a total of 304 bil-
lion barrels Venezuela is
a case in point: contested
elections, political wrmoil
and unrest. Result: hyper-
inflation, a decline in
investment, a shortage of
basic goods and a severe
decline in living stan-
dards. Look at Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe is mineral rich
with coal, copper, iron
ore, vanadium, tin, plat-
inum, lithium and nickel.
But a contested presiden-
tial election and political
instability has resulted in
hyperinflation, a lack of

foreign investment and a
decline in living stan-
dards. Let us learn some-
thing from Democratic
Republic  of Congo.
Contested elections, a
long-running civil war,
Emlluml instability and a
ack of investment in key
sectors like_mining and
agriculture. Take Iraq, for

instance — the second-
largest crude oil producer
i after Saudi

m =
Arabia with 145 billion

rrels. Ongoing palitical
instability resulting in sec-
tarian vialence, political
unrest and economic stag-

nation

Here's Pakistan with
several significant accom-
lishments. Tt has the
ourth-largest irrigated
land area globally, follow-
mE China, India, and the
US. Additionally, Pakistan
ranks fourth in cotton pro-
duction, fourth in sugar-
cane production, and fifth

in milk production world-
wide. Moreover, Pakistan
is the sixth-largest date

producer globally and the
elﬁ,lnh-la rest producer of
wheat. Pakistan holds 105
trillion cubic feet of %as
reserves. Reko Dig has 3.0
billion_tonmes of copper
ore and 415 million
ounces of gold Pakistan
has the world's second-
largest salt reserves, Our
hydropower potential
exceads 60,000 MW

“It’s all about politics,
stupid.” Pakistan’s pri-
mary issue is political,
rather than economic. The
root 1
problems lies in the politi-
«cal sphere, and ultimately,
the sclution to our chal-
lenges lies,in the hands of
our politicians.
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Pak-US agree to develop roadmap
for pursuing new businesses in
renewable energy sector

WASHINGTON DC
Pakistan and United
States have agreed to
develop a maé:'m:lp for
pursuing new businesses
i green and renewable
energy sector both in pub-
lic and private sector The
US side would provide
financial and technical
expertise for undertaking
feasibility studies for
mumaﬂ\. a%reed projects.

of

T’aluslunl Sus essmen
would be wisiting the
United States along lhmr
counterparts 5
Malaysia, Indonesia and
Thailand  to  study
methane abatement tech-
nologies and conversion

B

of bi hane into fertil-

and creative

izers during the first quar-
ter of the next year,
During the meeting of
Minister of State for
Petroleum, Musadik
Masood  Malik  with
Verinda Fike, Regional
ndo-
Pacific for the US. Trade
and Develnpmem Agency
(USTDA) and _Tanvi
\'ladhuwdanan Country
Manager for the Inda-
Pacific Region at
USTDA, the two sides
discussed in detail ways
and means to enhance
productivity in lhe energv
sector and E ging
Pakistan into global value
chain through” innovative

business models

Various ideas sur-
rounding ensure_energy
security, affordability and,
sustainability in wake of
various challenges
including the phenome-
non of erratic climate
change aud ns snmo-em-

nomic
Pakistan. [he US alde
showed great interest in
pursuing projects related
reen AMmonia, green
hydrogen and renewables
in Pakistan. Musadik
Malik reiterated that
Pakistan in collaboration
with the US would like to
trail blazer the transition
towards clean IN

Systematic approach
needed to achieve fiscal
decentralization:
WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Achiev
ing fiscal decentralisation
to promole macroeco-
nomic  stability  and
strengthen instiitions in
Pakistan requires a well-
plﬂnned and systematic

ipproach, stresses Mian
Roiin Siltar Fotraii
President of Association
for Development of Local
Governance.

Talking to WealthPK,
he  said "T'twn:‘ are

government. *It is a suc-
cessful technique for pro-
moting economic growth
by improving the effi-
cle'ucy «of the public sec-

t encourages compe-
it nong  different
levels of pavernment. As
a result, focal or provin-
cial governments are able
to_create public goods
with more efficiency.
Peerzada noted that by
the National

)

economies and  number
of emerging economies
that !mv: benefited 1mm
decentralisation
J’aklstaﬂ the need for tls-
decentralisation
emergecl as a result of a
mismatch between
expenditure requirements
and revenue generation
capability ™It not only
promates economic
growth and improves the
efficiency of government
services but can also help
Pakistan achieve macro-
economic_ stability by
Sl’fcnﬂh\.nmL institutions
throu; cient resource
dl«m'ﬁu\mn and  con-
sumption."He explained
that fiscal decentralisa-
tion entailed de]e aling
some budgetary rev-
enue-retated olmganons
to lower levels of the

ISLAMABAD: Fedeml Minister for law
Tarar chairs a meeting of the committee t

(NFC) award under the
18th Constitutional
Amendment,

“These advaucs-
ments have resulted in a

significant shift in
resource distribution
between the cenwre and
the provinees.”

e further added that
the ‘{FC award is a con-
stitutional  mechanism
that provided for the dis-
tribution  of financial
resources among federal,
provincial E|N| Iuwl gov-
ernments However, e
shared the cnncem that
fiscal decentralisation in
Pakistan was causing
volatlity in the economy
because of the inadequate
institutional capacity of

e lower strata of gov-

ernment, a half-hearted
approach by the policy-
makers, and g lack of
transparency. “Therefore,
there 1s a ‘need for the
fi‘memmenl to strengthen

€ msumucmal capabili-
minis-
Lmnuns it vl hely
with the efficient alloca-
tion and use of the budg-
et

_ack of adequate
funding is a common
constraint in Pakistan as

there have been numer-
ous complaints from the
lacal povernment offi-
cials that the develop-
ment funds were neither
sufficient nor released on
tme to cater to develop-
ment needs. So, there is a
significant  need to
increase local govern-
ment funds and ensure
their timely release.” he
emphasised. Peerzada
suggested that the federal
%‘uwrnmwt first enhance

e effectiveness of its
institutions before
revamping the budgetary
system. “In budgetary
matters, the provinces
and municipal govern-
ments should be allowed
more autonomy  and
authority. This will he]p
produce greater
resources ||

d justice Azam Nazaer
entify Government prop-
erties above 1000 Sq yard for u utilized in PPP mode.

Pakistani Men's
garments export to
China increases 29%
in Q1 of 2023

BEUING: Pakistani
Men's garments export 1o
China increases 29% in
of 2023,
Net
reported  on

According 1o Ghulam
Qadir, the Commercial
Counsellor  of e
Pakls(an Embassy in

g, the Pakistam
ml:ns parment export to
China experienced a sig-
nificant growth of 28% in
the first quarter of 2023,
This growth can be attrib-
uted to Pakistan's srong
manufactuning capability
and the high quality of is

first three
months of 2023, Pakistani
men's_parment expor
from Pakistan to China
reached approximately $6

million, compared to
$4.27 million uring the
same period in 2022, rep-
resenting a 29% increase.
Men's or boys' trousers
under the cotton commu-
nity code  (61034200)
accounted for $3.47 mil-
lion, compared to $1.67
million i|| Janu:lrv-M arch
2022°
hu]am Qadu further
shared that Pakistan is
rr:pnrmg to host the
argest textile exhibition
this month, Over 70 top
fabric enterprises have
already confirmed their
participation, and it is
anticipated that more than
0 Chinese textile enter-
prises will also take part
in me event. )
schibition s
sched\»led 10 take place
from May 26th to 28th at

the Karachi Expa Center.

I’amslam mens cloth-

ng ex hina in
2(! 2 amoumed 10 $28.66
million, compared to
$21.62 rn||||un m 2021
mmculm an increase of
nearly 33%{‘

Among the top items,
men's or boys' trousers
made of corton (under
community

£1034200]

ISLAMABAD: Federal

mlster for annce nnd Revenue, Senator Mohammad
f the 1i

PM extends
stay in London
for one day:

Marriyum

ISLAMABAD: \Ilmsler for
Information and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb said on
Tuesday that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif had extended his
stay in London by ene day for con-
sultations on rtant” political
and national issues on the instruc-
tions of Quaid Pakistan Muslim
League- N, Muhammad Nawaz
Shanf.

In a tweet, the minister said the

Ishaq Dar chaired the
of the Cabinet. Division .

Afghan Commerce
Minister discuss trade,
commerce with Sindh CM

KARACHI: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
and Afghanistan Minister for
Commerce Nooruddin Aziz on
Tuesday agreed to work
together to boost trade and
commerce in both countries
for the prosperity and welfare
of the people:

CM House,

Fayaz Jatoi also attended the
meeting that was held at the

The CM welcomed the dele-
gation and discussed various
issues including Afghan set-
tlers in Karachi, the promotion
of peace and tranquilit
the promotion of trade and

ion Commitiee (ECC) | prime minister would now leave
or home on Wednesday (tomor-
Prime Mimster Shehbaz
Sharif had gone to the United
Kingdom to_attend the coronation
ceremony of King Charles TILTNP

KP govt pragmatic
steps to improve
prison conditions

cbrated Eid with religious fer-

vor and moved freely for lauded

recreation,” he said and added

that peace was returning to PESHAWAR: The Federal

Afghanistan Ombudsman Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi
'%he Afghan minister said | has ed the hyber

that Pakistan was like their | Pakhtunkhwa government for tak-

home which has been hosting | ing pragmatic steps to_improve

their people for a long time pr;_‘on conditions under its prison
reforms.

. and

The Afghan Commerce min-  commerce. “Our pecple mostly visil
iser wat accompanied by  The CM said that both the Karach! For medical rgatment, | ;A brefing was given an the ini-
é)wy Minister Transpurl Pakistan and social and business activities,” rison conditions, such as DTETVI(‘*
iquilah  Abid,  Semior ‘ghanistan, were two brother  he said ﬁjg access o clean drinking water,
;’\fL,hxr\ government officers of  countries and Pakistan, partic- Foreign Minister Amir Khan | 1e51th and education services.
Trade, ~ Transport,  and ularly Karachi had become Mutiagi in his meeting with | logal gid, skills development pro-
Aviation, ani Pakistan another home of Afghanistan  his counterpart in Pakistan grams, waiting rooms, and sepa-
Ambassador in Afghanistan mationals The Afghan minister  Bilawal Bhutto Zardari dis- | rate facilities for women and juve-
Ubaid ur Rehman Nizamani  said that this Eidul Fitr was the  cussed wvarious outstanding nile pri Secretary Home, 1G
Provincial Ministers Sharjeel only Eid during the last many issues and agreed to explore | Prisons, Al ce and other rele-
Memon, Nasir Shah, Jam vyears that no Untoward inci- common ground to work | vant officials attended the meet-
Ikramullah, Chief Secrelxr) dent took _ place in [ﬂ ether to promote peace, the | ing INP
Sohail Rajput, and PSC] Afghanistan. “Our p\:op]: cel-  Afghan minister added INP

Pakistani men’s garments
export to China increases
29pc in Q1 of 2023

BEIJING: Pakistani men’s
garment export to ina

approximately  $6_million,
compared to $4.27 million

Robbers killed
in police

encounter
OKARA:Two handits were
killed in an alleged police
encounter near Renala d

u
Bypass on Tuesday in Okara dis-
trict According to palice, the five
bandits comm-ued a rebl):ry at a
house. The ent of the home

Over 70 top fabric enter-
Frls:s have already con-

experienced a significant  during the same period |n irmed their pamclpauon sid 8
growth of 29% in the first 2022, representing a 29% and it is antmgaled that ‘“cﬁ:"ﬁ“p”%,';ﬁc:h?f?ﬁh K
Quarter of increase more than 100 Chinese fex- | $50% & Aished (5 et ol

This growth can be attrib-
uted to Pakistan’s strong
manufacturing  capability

Men’s or boys’
under the cotton community
eode (61034200) accounted

trousers  tile enterprises will also take
part i the event.

criminals involved in robbery.
The exhibition 15 sched- he

the police were chasing
the suspects, seeing the police they

and the high uality of its for $3.47 million, compared uled to take place from May
parments, Ghulam Qadir, the  to S1.67 million In January- 26t to 28t at the Karachy 2,“’5"‘,“2";?;S‘:'ffggg‘{,;"slﬁg
ommercial (‘mmsellnr of March 2022,” he statec Expo Center. with each other on Peer Di Hatt
thc Pak|slan Embassy Ghulam  Qadir  further akistami men’s clothin, oad near Renala Khurd bypass
1|m said on Tuesday. shared that Pakistan 15 exports to China i 202 In which two robbers were killed
n the first three monlhs preparing to host the largest amounted to $28.66 million, | and Police claimed two suspects
of 2023, Pakmam men’s  fextile exhibition this month,  compared to $21 62 million | received bullets from their own
mmem e(p from China Economic Net (CEN) in 2021, indicating an accomplices and later expired. Th
ahstan to hma reached  reported increase of nearly 33%:INP | ree others suspects run away INP

Pakistan could default
without IMF bailout
programme, warns Moody's

LAHORE: Pakistan could face default without an
Intemational Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout programme
as the country is likely to embrace uncertain man:mg
options beyond June, Bloombery reported while
ing Moody's Investors Service on Tuesday.

“We consider that Pakistan will meei its external
Fayrm.ms for the remainder of this year ending in
une,” Grace Lim, nsmareugn analyst with the ratings
company In Singapore, was quoted as saying in an
emaled respunss to Bloomberg. “However, Pakistan's
financing options beyond June are highly uncertain
Without an IMF Emgmmme‘ Pakistan could default
given is very weal
The remarks come as Pakistan remaing engaged with
the Washington-based lender to resume its ha.ll"?ml pro-
ramme that has been stalled ar the ninth review since
lovember last year. Vamous measures including a
floating exchange rate, additional taxes, and hike in
energy tariffs have failed to convince the IMF to
resumne the bailout. Instead, the IMF resterated that it is
working with Pakistani .nmlmnueq 10 bring the pending
ninth review to conclusion “once the necessary financ-
ing is in place and the agreement is finalised”. Pakistan
has sec red nearly half of its necessa ﬁmmcm after
its als said Saudi Arabia and Urﬂy E have ple dvcd
providing a combined $3 billion INP

China Southern Airline to
resume Lahore-Urumqi
flights on 13th June

Systematic lithium
exploration to open gateways
p p
to wealth: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Pakista
n has a diversilied geo-
logical environment host-
ing_ lithium deposits and
their systematic explo-  the footsfeps of  certa
ration can not only open  European countries that
gateways to income gen-  have successfully
eration but also bring explored their lithium
about an industrial revo-

resources and are among
the leading nations in
terms of exploration, pro-
cessing, value addition,
tmdlng ete,” he said
“An orderly and well-
defined exploration pro-
zram according [NP

e]n:clrurnc devices

It 15 important for
Pakistan to take bold ini-
tiatives by following in

ISLAMABAD: China Southemn Airlines is poised 1o
rcsumc flight operations from Lahore to Urumqi on

June 13th

The flight operations were sufu:u.ndl.d when the pan-

demic erpt
aviation industr ry.
a

causing a signifi

cant downturn 1 the

dar Pro” quoting an official from the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) on Tuesday stated the flight
service will connect Lahore with Urumqi, l\le capital

of the X
The

s Wil
spearfical

for

31754 million in 2022,
while in 2021, the value
was $12.59 miflion

He further emphasized
that Pakistan's competi-
tive pricing has led to an
mt.n.asmv number  of
Chinese busingsses
sourcmg clothing from
Pakistan, eqmﬁnlnnq
them as a significant eco-
nomic parner. The rise
m exports. I

jang 13,3;hur Autonomous Regio

I be scheduled on a week]v basis,
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays.In
to smoothen the resumption of

ﬂlghrs. he said that all mandatory SOPs from adminis-
tration level to technical procedures are being put into

fmce at La}mremrpan

mmercial Counsellor at the
Lhmeu E‘onsu]ale in Lahore, hailed the resumption of
flights as a positive sign, stating that it would bring a
wave of convenience to travelers on both sides.

The resumpnon of flights from Lahore to Urumgi on

June

13th, following the reopening of the Khunjerab

Pass after a three-year hiatus, is expected to strengthen

Pakistan-China economic and trade ties while also pro-

maoting fmple -to-people exchanges between the two
NP

nations.

lution, says Muhammad T - -
aRoob han, ‘e & NOTICE INVITING TENDER g
s.:o ogist at |hc= Gl T
ining ompany i
Limited. Islamabad, invites sealed Percentage rate fenders based on composite
while talking to | schedule of rates 2018 Govemment of Balochistan from interested
Wealt coniraciorffims and Driling Agencies for the works menfioned
It is important for | bellow -Bid Security 2% Estmated Cos!, Tender Foe R 1500/- and
I’aknmgo l} ﬁ bold ini- time fimit 25 Days for each work,
tiatives by following in
the footsieps of certain of Work ElCast
European countries that 1 WSS SOLAR SYSTEM INDIFFERENT 3878730
have successfully VILLAGES OF MASHKAIL TEHSIL DISTRICT
explored their lithium | WagHUK PSDP #5449 PACKAGE- 1 {Bore)
resources and are among E4 ity
:L',‘;,,!?ﬁ;:g.g;ﬁ’g}‘sp, M | 2 WSS SOLARSYSTEMINDIFFERENT 3767301
cessing, value addition, VILLAGES OF MASHICAIL TEHSIL
lrndms. ete,” he said DISTRICTWASHUK PSOP #5448
orderly and well- PACKAGE-II(Bore)  TSE#222305313693
defined exploratian pro- | 3 WSS SOLARSYSTEMINDIFFERENT 376730
gram gecording b VILLAGES OF MASHICAIL TEKSIL DISTRICT
ivpe of lithium deposits | WaSHUK PSDP #5448 PACKAGE Il (Bore}
TSE#222305313703
o ,,E;';*f’;‘;::g 28 | 4 WSS SOLAR SYSTEM INDIFFERENT B
its exploration and bring |  VILLAGES OF MASHKAL TEHSIL DISTRICT
gareal 50CI0-4 BCOfIOlIIIC WASHUK PSDP #5449 PAGKAGE - IV Bore )
changes in the mining TSE#222305313723
sector mrou‘rn,h the exp The Balochisian
ﬁ{ ‘aﬂ(‘f‘*’d Public:Procurement rules, 2014 Eligibility:- The FirmiCompany and

In order to augment the
aforesaid statement, it is
worthy of mentioning
that “during the last
decade, a multiude of
industrial benefits has
made lithium a strategic
mmua] in many con-

energy storag
Sl
teries for electro-mabili-
ty, and as a source of
green energy.

The ncussaw steps 1o
make lithi

oontractor must have valid registration with Pakisten Enginearing
Councll in relevant category with renewal up to 30” June 2023,
registration with tax authorities ie (NTN& sales tax, BRA
Degariment) who are registerad suppliers and are active ax payers
list (ATL) of FBR Bank financial statement of last three years and

firms, who are on actiy payers listof FBR will be
allowe 1o participate In the tender opari proof st least 2 years'
experience in the relevant Fieldisimilar Haﬂll upto 2 Million, no
litigation certificate with any Govt. Department, an affidavit showing
the contractor is nol blackiisted, the contractor must submit proof of
their file tax refurns, authorily latter in case of representative of the
company where priority will be given fo the authorized dealer in the
relevant field. The Government Cnrmm( { Firm for drilling and

i Pakistan is

Awwal Modaraba reports hefty gain
in sales, profits: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Awwa
1 Modaraba
Management Limited’s
(AWWAL) gross profit
increased 68.95% to
Rs71 million in the first
six months of fiscal year
2022-23 (6MFY23)
from Rs42 million over
the corresponding peri-
od of the previous fis-
cal

Similarly, the compa-
ny's operating profit
increased by 112.65% to
Rs579  millien in
6MFY23 from Rs27.2
billion in 6MFY.

The profit-befo e-tax-
ation jumped 354 48%

to Rs56.7 million from
Rs124  million in
6MFY22

The profit-after-taxa-
tion  also  jumped
760.07% to Rs40.3 mil-
lion in 6MFY23 from
Rsd 68  million in
G6MFY22, reports
WealthPK.

In the first quarter of
FY23, AWWAL's gross
profit  increased llly
59.12% and net profit
by 111.84% compared
to the same penod of
FY22. The company
Rcs(ed gross profit of

529.8 ~ million and
operating  profit  of

Rs24.5  million in
1QFY23 The company
posted a net profit of
sl million  in
\QF\’23 In th :Lcund
arte of Y23,
A\\’WAL: Bross prof’l
increased by 76.84%
and operating profit by
116.32% compared to
the same period of
FY22. During this quar-
ter, AWWAL posted
gross profit of Rs41.2
million, and operating
profit of Rs33.3 million.
The company posted
a net profit of Rs23.1
million in 2QFY23.
Industry comparison

Cyan  Limited, JS
Investments Limited,
Globe Residency REIT,
and MCB-Arif Habib
Savings and
Investments Limited are
the rivals of Awwal
Modaraba Management
Limited in terms of
market capitalisation,

MCB-Arif Habib
Savings and
Investments  Limited

has the largest market
capitalisation of Rs
I:i ]iun followed by
Residency’s
Rsl 3 billion.. The mar-
ket value of Awwal
Modaraba is Rsl bil-

lion
Company profile
Awwal Modaraba was

floated  under  the
Modamba Companies
Modaraba

(F]oalauon and Control}
Ordinance, 1980. It is a
perpetual, multi-pur-
pose and multi-dimen-
sional medaraba and is
primarily engaged
providing working capi-
tal, term finance, Tjarah,
Musharika, Meorabaha
and other Shariah-com-

1 i & &# t
investment/instruments
to credit worthy cus-
tomers. INP

to start from the arcas
where its existence has
already been reported
Exploration of lithium-
bearm_g potential rock
units targeted
in a:ldn:mn to_an integrat-
ed_geochemical explo-
ration program to locate

the highly anomalous
lithium- umn areas as a
second and third upunn
mspacllvelv

a‘Illle international lithi-
um market is expected to
row from US365.9 bil-
fon in 2021 10 US5273.8
billion by 2030 at a com-
ound unr\ual mwlh rate
CAGR) of \ %, while
the global markzl thl.hl-
um lon hadnanes in Lh;
same period is_projecte
o grow al USJ:}
lion ata CAGR of 15 7%
Lithium i3 widely used
in the manufactire of
glassware,  spectacles,

of Drilling
Quelta Quelta.
Method of Procurement:- Singe Stage, One Envelope Procedure
Bidding/Tender Documents: lssuance: Tender docurent will be
issued io Coniractor { Firm, Authorized Firm Dealer aiter publication
of notice at BPPRA web site afier presentation of above said criteria
and tender fee (non-refundable) of Rs.1500 in shape of green
chalian form deposited in NBP Washuk under head of account
2725402, i) 2% of estimated cost of each work for earnast
meney/security deposd in shape of call deposit refundable, 1l
submission date and time which can alse be viawed on
Note: It may be noled that o pay order will be
socepled. entertained and firms complete tile/ name should be
wiitten on the call deposit: Submission: The bidding documeants
duly filled along with supporling documents must be defivered an or
fore 25-05-2023 1ill 11:00 AM | Opening:Tender wil be opaned
on 2505-2023 at 12:00 PM before procurement commitiea in the
presence of Contractor/ firms! Company or their authorized
represeniative/agents. place of [ssuance inquiries and opening
will be: Address: Office of the Executive Engineer PHE Division
Washuk  TelephoneNo; 0847520120 FaxNo: 0847520120
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President for focusing on uplift of KP’s
merged districts

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Tuesday emphasized the need for focusing on the development of
merged districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (erstwhile tribal areas). .

& said that the tribal areas of Pakistan had been mostly affected due to terrorism
The president expressed these views while talking to the elders (Masharan) of the merged districts of Khyber
khtunkhwa, who called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, President Press Wing said in a press release
Talking to the elders, he observed that the tribal area of the country had been neglected in the past
Thc‘i)mmlr.-m said that priority should be given to the education and health sectors in the merged districts of
KP, and all steps should be taken for the livelihood of the people of the area. 4
He said that the people of the merged distnicts should be ﬁmwded equal Emé)lq\imenl opportunities.
While highlighting the importance of education, he said that education could bring development and econom-

‘They lost their dear ones and livelihood for the peace in the country. they said, adding that they wanted peace
and development in the region. They also urged the need for the expeditious completion of all the development
wark in, the area The president expressed these views while talking 10 the elders (Masharan) of the merged dis-
wices of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, who called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, President Press Wing said in a press release

Talking to the elders, he observed that the wibal area of the country had been neglected in the past.,

The president said that priority should be given to the education and health secfors in the merged districts of
KP, and all steps should be taken for the livelihaod of the people of the area He said that the people of the merged
districts should be provided equal t."m?luymem opportunities, While highlighting the importance of education, he
said that education could bring development and economic prosperit e area.He underscored the need for

ic prosperity to the area He underscored the need for peace in the area for exploring new business and trade

oppertunities The tril

FATA had sacrificed the most in the war against terrorism

h old?nlst_n

elders informed the president about their issues They said that the people of erstwhile

¢ Bureau(NAB) warrant.

IHC reserves
verdict on
admissibility
of Imran’s plea
seeking cases
ISLAMABAD: '1"heEm

Islamabad
High Court (IHC) Tuesday
reserved its verdict on the

inst Pakistan Tchrc:kAe]nsnflsPT]) chairman Imran
ngers personnel from Islamabad High Court (I

C) ucting on National

Potential fiscal consolidation
measures to help maintain
stability: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Effective imple-
mentation of fiscal consolidation
reforms 1s imperative to create a
fiscal space for progressive social
spending and investments.

Senior research economist at
the Pakistan Institute of

1, Ex i IDE}

ty of ex- Prime Minister Imran Khan's
plea seeking details of the cases regis-
tered against him and barming police
from booking him in fresh cases.

C Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
took up the plea of Imran_ Khan
Barrister Salman appeared before the
court to represent the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf chief.

armister Salman Safdar said Tmran
Khan is booked in 127 cases. “You
have moved LHC against 127 FIRs
too,” the THC CJ remarked. Avoid
duplication, THC CJ Justice Aamer
Farooq told Imran Khan's lawyer
Salman Safdar. The plea is giving the
impression that Lahore High Court
and the Tslamabad High Court are not
doing anythm%

The top judge warned of ‘conse-
quences” 1f duplication is_proved at
any stage Later the verdict of the
imissibility of the plea was reserved
Tt is pertinent to mention that the med-
ical board at Shaukat Khanum
Hospital advised PTI chief Imran
Khan to take complete rest otherwise
the increased swelling in feet could

ose a risk of infection, which can
cad to surgery apain INP

SNGPL issues
final notices to
various
departments for
dues clearance

LAHORE: Sui Northem Gas
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) on
‘Tuesday issued final notices to various
sovernment departments for more
than Rs7 billion outstanding dues and
urged them to pay timely for uninter-
rupted gas supply.

As per the details, the federal and
provincial government departments
are among the major defaulters and
Irepoﬂedh/ owe SNGPL over Rs7 bil-
on
According fo the company officials,
the federal povernment owes over
Rs300 million ta SNGPL, while
Punjab's provincial departments owe
over Rs400 million. The total amount
of dues owed by various sovernment
departments to SNGPL is said to be
over Rs7 billion, causing significant
financial strain on the company's

resources. - :
The SNGPL officials smid that
defaulters were issued final notices
back in April this year, however, they
failed to comp]g with the orders, The
nen-payment of dues has created sip-
nificant financial challenges for the
company, affecting its operations and
the timely completion of its projects
The company officials have urged the
defaulters to pay their dues as soon as
possible to avoid further financial dif-
Tculties
e non-payment of dues not only
affects the company’s financial stabil-
ity but alsa hampers its ability to pro-
vide uminterrupted pas supply to its
customers across the region INP

IRSA releases
138,000
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River
System Authority (TRSA) on Tuesday
released 138,000 cusecs water from,
vanous nm stations with inflow of
136,800 cusecs

According to the data released by
IRSA, the water level in River Indus at

la Dam was feet and
was 3999 feet higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet, Water mflow and
outflow in the dam were recorded as
37,000 cusecs res)

The water level in
Mangla Dam was 1122.00 feet, 72.00
foet higher than 1ts dead level of 1,050
feet. The inflow and outflow of water
were recorded as 41,200 cusecs and
40,000 cusecs respectively

The release of water a1 Kalabagh,
Taunsa, Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 60,800, 58,000, 40600
and 10,100 Ccusecs respectively
Similarly, from River Kabul, a total of
35,600 cusecs of water was released at
Nowshera and 15,200 cusecs INP

Dr, Mahmood Khalid says this
while talking 10 WealthPK.
. Dr Khalid said the fiscal consol-
idation_ efforts (revenue and
expenditure rationalization) have
resulted in a decline in non-inter-
est expenditure and an enormous
build-tip of surplus in the primary
balance in the current fiscal year,
According (o the World Bank’s
recent report, fiscal consolidation
measures have resulted in a 1.7

Dr Mahmood added

As per the statistics released by
the Min: nance, the high-
er servicing cost has consumed
more than 30 percent of total rev-
enue_and in turn enlarged the
deficit by the highest HI™ growth
rate in four years. The country’s
fiscal deficit rose by 227 percent
in HI FY2.‘I,_511§\|(1y higher than
|hYe#ru»lh of 20,6 percent in H1

‘WealthPK, has found that main-
taining stability and recovery will
require implementing bold strate-
gies, including increased revenue
mobilization, closing ax egcem{y-
tions, removing ansustainable
subsidies, reducing discretionary
ixpelnduures, reviewing PSDP

percent decline in no
expenditure during the first half
(HI1 F‘;’:’,J‘? of the Fiscal Year
2023 Meanwhile,  revenue
increased by 188 percent across
tax and non-tax revenue.
However, the higher interest
rate, along with the enormous
rupee devaluation, has significant-
ly increased debt servicing costs,

e fo can-
cel ad-hoe projects, and undertak-
ing pension reforms to reduce the
cost.

Furthermore, effective imple-
mentation  of Public
Financial Mana‘gemem (PFM)
Act would surely improve the
quality of development spend-
ing INP

Gang involved in
fake currency notes
business busted

LAHORE: Police arrested two
criminals involved in the counter-
feit currency business and a drug
dealer during multiple operations
and recovered more than 1.5 mil-
lion counterfeit currency notes and
drugs from three suspects on
Tuesday i Lahore. According, to
media reports, the Police officials
said that the arrested suspects,
Osman and Magsood, were, infa-
mous for producing counterfeit cur-
rency notes and they used to sell
these notes i Lahore and various
other districts of the country, The
recovered counterfeit notés are
worth of more than Rsl.3
million In another operation, driz
dealer Farman was arrested, result-
ing in the seizure of more than one
kilogram of drugs The smafti was
apprehended near the Working

‘omen Hostel.Last month, two
suspects arrested by the Special

Investigation Unit (STU) have made
startling revelations about the fake
currency business n
Karachi.During the investigation,
the suspects revealed that a gang is
running a fake currency business in
Karachi. The arrested men also
gave the names of 21 accomplices
working in the gang The arrested
men were identified as Imran and
Shaheedullah revealed that the
gang members were printing fake
Currencies of different countnes
including US dollars, Saudi Riyals,
Briish ~ Pounds and UAE
Dirhams They further revealed that
the buying and selling of fake cur-
rency noles so been done
through social media platforms The
accused also unveiled that some
women were also included in the
sroup while public transport was

ing used for the delivery of fake
currency notes INP

Wheat price jumps
to Rs 5,100 per

40kg in
LAHORE: Despite of boom
season of wheat crops, the price
for a 40kg ba; o; wheat has
jumped to Rs. 5,100 in Lahore
against the 50\'emmem‘s fixed
rate of Rs 3,900, according to
media reports on Tuesday.
The flour mills association rep-
resentative said the government’s

Lahore

rates after gerting the wheat at an
exorbitant rate from the open mar-

et

Last month, the officials of the
Punjab Food Department foiled an
attempt to smuggle wheat and
flour to Afghanistan. Over 70 con-
tainers loaded with wheat and
flour were being smuggled to
A 4

rate is not being in
the market as per 40kg wheat
being is being sold at Rs. 5,100 in
Lahore against the government’s
fixed rate of Rs. 3,900

He added that due to the
increase in the wheat price, the
rate of 20ke flour bag has jumped
to Rs. 2,750 against the govt's rate
of Rs. 2,316,

The Flour millers said they can-
not sell the wheat at the lower

o

UETTA: Governor of Balochistan Malik Ai:dul Wali Kakar addressing on the
ational dialogue against honor killing Balochistsan .

Tom
Motorway, District food authority
officials said 46 containers loaded
with wheat and 16 containers of
flour were seized during checking

The wheat and flour were being
smuggled from Punjab o
Afghanistan. The containers were
sealed while 16 people were
booked. It may be noted that there
is a ban on |¥|e transportation of

wheat from the province IN
Natonor

ty
peace in the area for exploring new business and tmdeb:x'?muniuei; The tribal elders informed the president
FATA

about their issues. They said that the people of erstwhile

had sacrificed the most in the war against terror-

ism They lost their dear ones and livelihood for the peace in the country, they said, adding that they wanted peace
and devilopment in the region INP

Pakistan benefits from
China’s efforts to maintain
regional peace: Experts

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan benefits a lot from China's
i

efforts 1o maintain region

lished by Gwadar Pro on Tuesday, b
Chinese diplomacy is asserting itself, and it is essen-
for balancing the world's political order. Pakistan is
sincere parmer in these efforts and believes that

ce, says a report pub-  Foreign Al

China's growing influence wll bring peace and stabili-

ty in the region, said Amir
Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), while commentin;
an Ching's critical role in promoting the resumption o
dngrlnmatu; relations between Saudi Arabia and Tran

he rapprochement between Tran and Saudi Arabia

is a testmonial of

two countries will help r

recent interview with

e beli

Machine
operator Killed
during anti-
encroachment
operation

. KARACHLAn uniden-
tified persons opened fire
and killed a machine
operator during an anti-
encroachment operationin
Karachi's Surjani Town

According” to  the
details, during the anti-
encroachment operation
in Surjani Town Sector 8,
the machine operator was
killed by unknown per-
son’s_firing after which
additional " police force
was called to control the
situation

Police officials stated
that the alleged land grab-
bers opened fire and start-
ed pelting stones on the
KDA Anti-encroachment
team before the operation
even started, resulting in
killing one machine oper-
ator

During  an  anti-
encroachment operation,
the armed suspects and
anti-encroachment police
exchanged fire, = The
gohoe attempted to push
ack he agitated individ-
uals. Meanwhile, the anti-
encroachment team suc-
cessfully demolished sev-
eral encroachments estab-
ished on different plots
Moreover, further investi-

gtion . r,_oadoriiny
T ing the finng inci-
Prntiviy ¢

SC rejects JIT
report in
Arshad Sharif
murder case

ISLAMABAD:  The
Supreme  Court  (SC)
in rejected the report
of the Joint Investigation
Team (JIT) in journalist
Arshad Sharif® murder

case ) ‘ .
The Chiel Justice of

Pakistan (CJP) Justice
Umar Ata Bandial led a
five-member bench of the
x court resumed hear-
ing into the journalist's
assassinalion case
Other members of the

bench include Justice
Iglu—u!—Ahsau, Justice

ayyed Mazahar  Ali
Akbar Nagvi, Justice

Jamal Khan Mandokhail
and Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar.

Attorney General
Mansoor “Usman Awan
and Additional Anorney
General  of  Pakistan
Aamir Rehman appeared
before the court

At the outset of the
hearing, Justice Mazahar
Ali Naqvi remarked no
progress has been made in
the case yet he also asked
about the motive behind
the formation of JIT,

i no conerete
material has been provid-
ed in the case, he
added INP

Balochistan

ing
Middle East. Restoring the diplomatic ties between the

i uce sectarian tensions in
Muslim world and provide an opportunity for econom-
ic and political cooperation. )

The agreement will provide immediate and long-
term humanitarian, economic, and political dividends
for the Middle East region and the world

It is early to say that Pakistan and India can move in
the same direction and resume dialogue. However, in a

intervi wadar Pro, such events certain-
1y inspire the nations at the odd, said Amir Rana,
eves Pakistani Foreig
Bhutto's attending the meel.ini(s the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs held "
was a result of China's push. It was the first visit 10
India by a Pakistani foreign minisier in more than a
decade and indeed a promising development, thanks to
China and Russia's facilitation of this channel

Rana, Director of Pak

's nising influence in the

Mimister Bilawal,
"0 Couneil of
ndia on May 5

Speaking at the
rs, Chi

Minister Qin Gang poi
multiple crises and challenges, including the resur-
pence of the Cold War, the surge of unilateral proec-
nonism, and the rise of hegemonism and power poli-

'O Council of Ministers of
e State Councilor and Foreign
ed out that today's world faces

Participants spoke highly of the SCO's contribution
1o regional security an
platform for regional cooperation. They agn
strengthen secunity cooperation and jointly combat ter-
rorism, separatism, drug production and trafficking.
and cyber crimes.

In a meeting with Qin on May 3 in Islamabad,
President Arif Alvi stressed that Pakis
every effort 1o ensure the safety of
and institutions in Pakistan and is ready z
China for peace and reconstruction in Afghanistan

The number of temorist attacks in Pakistan has
increased statistically, with several major attacks in a
row having an adverse impact. Amir noted that most of
the attacks had b
Afghanistan, which have been effectively dealt with by
Pakistan's security services. He underlined that "as an
all-weather strategic partnership, China and Palastan
have growing trust in each other. Bot!
ing unremitting efforts through ongoing dialogue and
cooperation such as joint anti-terrorism exercises and
research by think tanks to ensure the safety of Chinese

ersonnel in Pakistan, especially engineers working on

PEC projects."INP

development as an important
ved 1o

ined to the border areas with

en con

Both sides are mak-

Scores of countries uniting against
American hegemony: PEW

ISLAMABAD: President of Pakistan
Economy Watch (PEW) Dr. Murtaza
Mughal on_Tuesday said the world is
uniting against the US hegemony for a
better future which will Tesult ‘in the
US’s demise and the birth of a new
world order.

In his media statement he said that

many countries cannot tolerate the polit-
ical,” military, economic, technological
and cultral hegemony of the US and
want & new global system that can keep
their interests safe and insulate them
from US interference )
_ He added “With the US's foreign pol-
icy failures, its domestic rifis, and the
China-led de-dollarization initiative, the
current global landscape finds itself in a
state of urmoil which will be settled
down after China emerges victorious
from the conflict” X

Mugha] said that since becoming the
world's most powerful country, the

has acted more boldly to interfere in the
internal affairs of other countries, pur-
sue, maintain and abuse hegemony,
advance subversion and infiltration, and
willfully waged wars, bringing harm 0
the international community.

He stated that the US has not only
instigated regional disputes but directly
launch wars under the guise of promoi-
ing democracy, freedom and human
rights. Washington has always abused
export controls, forced unilateral sanc-
tions upen others and repeatedly used
dollar as a weapon resulting in” wide-
spread chaos and disaster in many coun-
tries.

He accused that the US exercises dou-
ble standards and places its self-interest
first while convemiently walking away
from international treaties and organiz:
tions when it suits her and it e
biggest obstacle to a world free of chem-
ical weapons

AMABAD:  Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special

Initiatives Professor Ahsan ll’bl' addressing the audience af the ingratiation of

research and Development B

ock at NUML.

Sherry Rehman
slams IK for concocted
accusations against
senior military officers

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Climate Change, Senator S|

Rehman on Tuesday berated Pakistan
Tehreck-¢-Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran
Khan for levelling concocted accusa-
tions against senior military and intelli=

ister said that Imran Khan's accusations
against serving military and intelligence
agency officials were regrettable and
condemnable.

Senator Rehman said, "Imran Khan is
repeatedly making accusations against
sensitive institutions which 1§ very dan-
serous With such baseless and outra-
geous allegations, he is inciting his
warkers. He is making allegations with-
out evidence." She took exceptions 1o
Imran Khan's narrative saying, "On the
one hand, he is accusing the institutions
and on the other hand requesting meet-

ings with them."Imran Khan was
attacked on 3rd ember last year
which we all condemned, she said,
adding, by January |2th, his government
was established in Punjab "What did his
provincial _government investigate
regarding this attack™ she queried In a
series of Twegts, the federal minister said
that Imran Khan's accusations against
serving military and intelligence agency
officials were regretiable and con-
demnable. Senator Rehman said, "Imran
Khan is repeatedly making accusations
against sensitive institutions which is
very dangerous With such baseless and
outrageous allegations, he is inciting his
workers, He is making allegations with-
out evidence ™ She exceptions o
Imian Khan's narrative saving, "On the
one hand, he is accusing the mstimtions
and on the other hand requesting meet-
ings with them. INP

Pakistan needs to produce world-class
human resource for technological
advancement: Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Tuesday said it was the era of the
knowledge economy in which
Pakistan needed world-class human
resources and creative minds 10 get
solutions to the cominﬁ age of ‘the
greatest technological disruptions.”

“We have not seen anything vet. It
is just the tip of the iceberg as
ChatGPT 15 merely a trailer.

We cannot_even imagine what
wonders artificial mtelligence and
quantum computing are gomng to do
in furure,” he said while addressing
an event titled “Crypto Graphic

Insight Tomorrow™ here at the
NUST Auditorium of National
Science and Technology Park
(NS

P)
He said Pakistan was entering a
*big disruptive age’ wherein the
minds of ‘status quo’ would not

work but the creative ones only,”

“It 15 an economic and very com-
petitive world today as each country
15 1n a cut-throat competition with
another country,” he said highlight-
mg the importance of getting famil-
1ar with the modern trends to com-
pete in the international market

He also cited examples from the
glorious past of Muslim countries
due to knowledge and education
which was matching with today’s
developed nations in the West.

Sharing a tutorial developed by
the University of Calgary on
Muslim Spain, the minister said sei-
entific knowledge, architecture,
mathematics and philosophy flour-
ished in Spain during the rule of the
Umayyads in Spain

He said the tutorial noted
“Throughout the holy Qur’an there
is a strong emphasis on the value of
knowledge IN




