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LAMABAD: The Supreme
Court (\(.|) on  Thursday
evenin lared the arrest of
the former prime minister
Imran Khan “unlawful’ and
ordered his immediate release.
The apex court also_directed
him to appear before the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
tomorrow (Friday)

he top court said that the
PTI chief would be kept at the
Polic Guest House but
would not be considered a pris-
oner, and directed the
Islamabad police  chief
ensure the ex-premier’s securi-
ty

Govt would
have to
guarantee
Imran’s
security:
Umar Ata
Bandial

§ubsu|utnl\v the PTI chief
ited in cous

was present
tight security a little after
“The goverament would S:45pm. A reporter present at

sarantee Imran’s sec
ief Justice of Pakistan
|CJP) LmarAtd Bandial direct-

Ime :0

u- the scene said that the former
prime minister was taken inside
the SC via the judges’ gate.
When the authorities present-
the PTI chief before the
ber bench at around
Ly 40pm — an_hour later than
ordered — the hearing resumed
and there was a short exchange
of words between Chief Justice
of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial
and Khan and then the order
was issued. day
PTI — which has been on a
rampage for the last two days

The njdzrs wee issued as a ¢

(het P, Tstioe Muhammad AR
Mazhar  and Justice Athar

Minallah  resumed hearing
Imran’s plea against his arrest
Earlier in the d'an the court had
directed atianal
A&,wumabwlwry B\eru (NAB)
to present Imran before the

@ Hittps:// www.quettavoice.com/

ind its protests have led to
clashes with the police across
rt amid  the cour
death of several —
the decision, with the govern-
ment unllamw with the devel-
opment

The three-member bench —
headed
comprising
Minallah
Muhammad Al
issued the verdict on PTT's peti-
tion chat]en‘r,lm. Khan's arrest.

the ca.m;\l s high court declared
his arrest legal
he was_ arr
expressi
the manner of the arrest.

committed to

achieve targ
Apex court declares Imran arrest
‘unlawful’ orders immediate release

resulting in the

iniry,
elcomed

by CIP Bandial and
Justice  Athar

etition was filed after
on May 9 (the

ted), despite
dissatisfaction over
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t is good seeing you,” CJ
Bandial fold Khan when he was  erty.

"I just want
Sfree and fair
elections’

In response, the PTI chief,
through the media present in
the courtroo
message to his supporters that
they should refrain from dam-
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decision

g public and private prop-
I don’t want any loss in

Accountability Bureau’s
(NAB) notices, he was armested.

In response to the court’s
question  about whather he
knew what was ng on in
Pakistan, Khan whn'l\ecame
the first prime minister to be

officials

m, forwarded a

was |akn'n away and he was
unaware about.

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA:Balochista
n  Minister,

province, Violent clash-
es between police and
the supporters of the
PTI left oneé)m’ry work-
er dead an

dozens injured Palice

among the injured.
According 0 a first

information

(FIR) obtained by the

Balochistan

Minister

Mobeen Khilji,
Qasam Suri
booked for

‘ inciting violence

Daily Quetta Voice, the
Bijli Road Police
Station nominated for-
mer deputy speaker

Mabeen  Qasam  Suri and

presented before the three- the country nor do I wish for §Khilji  and  former  gajachistan  Minister,
member bench, and also asked F ople to get incited. T just want f deputy speaker national — Noheen Khilji for incit-
]um to "condemn” the violent free and fair elections,” the PTI Bassembly, Qasam Suri  ing violence in the
pro that took place as a chief told the court, pleading N\ e haoked fo e
wesul\ of the arrest with the court that despite his ing violence in Province

responding 1o the National 2 Police also conducted

late night raids at the
houses of PT1 workers
and leaders and arrested
more than 70 workers in
Quetta and other parts
of Balochistan, The
arrested PTI workers
were shifted to various
police stations in the
province.

aver two

were  also

Teport

8th day rescue operation underway for
recovery of trapped miners in Dukki

Hussain Zarkoon

DUKKI:For the last 8th consecu-
tive day, rescue operation has been
underway for the recovery of
trapped coal miners in Balochistan’s
Dukki district on Thursday. Two
coal miners were trapped inside a
coal mine in Balochistan’s Dukki
mines area eight days back.

“Rescue operation is still under-
way I'm' the recovery of trapped
miners”, l_'\(:d Saboor Agha, the
District Police Officer (DPO) said.
He said rescue workers were makin;
hectic efforts to recover the tappe
miners.

Polio-free Pakistan prime goal of gov

“Chances of their
lives seem to be
bleak”,

Mr. Agha said

nces of their lives seem to be
bleak™, Mr. Agha said Scores of fellow
coal miners and relatives of the trapped
miners were also present on the spot of
the incident. “Balochistan government
should provide trained rescue workers™,
Nazar Muhammad, one of the relatives
of the trapped miners said. He said the
| rescue workers present on the spot were
not properly trained to save human lives

CM Balochistan is
yet to take notice
of the tragedy

The family members of the trapped min-
ers have become ph}mdug\mf pauems
because of the ongoing trauma. “So far, the
CM has not even taken a notice of the inci-
dent”, Nazar Muhammad lamented

oor working conditions inside the coal
mines of Balochistan have claimed scores
of precious human lives in Quetta and other
parts of the province. Hazardous working
conditions are yet to be improved despite
repeated appeals by rights groups and
labour associations

committed to achieve targets: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has said thar
polio-free Pakistan is prime goal
of_the government and it is com-
mitted to achieve the targets in
this regard

Speaking during a meeting with

gation
Foundauon headed by Chairman
of  International ° PolioPlus

Committee Michael McGovern
which called on him here on

Thursday, the PM said that he
would continue to persanally
monitor the efforts for elimination

of polio from the country
remier Shehbaz Sharif highly
appreciated the services of the
Rotary Foundation and Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation for the
polio-free Pakistan
The governmer
the security of
informed the de
The prime m

the Rotary International for the
development of a housing project
for |he victims of 2022 flaods

was ensuring

e ned to devise a compref
workers, he

5 straf r the upcoming
polio v ation drive
Premier Shehbaz Sharif was

tion.
ter appreciated

told that this year, the Rotary
International and other mmer
organisations had ﬂlncaled 315
million for anti-polio drives

Apprising the prime minister of
the current status of anti-polio
campaigns, the relevant authon-
ties told that a special drive would
be Iauncl\ed in Southern Khyber
Pakhtunkhw

The pnme minister instructed
the law enforcement agencies to
ensure foolproof secunly for the
polio workers

He also directed the officers of
the Ministry of National Health to
make full preparations for the suc-
cess of upcoming polio vaccina-
tion drive.

The officer bearers of Rotary
International in,

emon, Faiz Adnan
Rohela and officers of the relevant
ministries attended the
meeting INP

Ecstatic PTI supporters
celebrate top court's decision to
release Imran Khan

Elated supporters of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) poured into
the streets soon after
the Supreme Court's
wverdict to release party
chairman Imran Khan
in the Al-Qadir Trust
case.

The apex court on

and directed amlmrmes
to release him "immedi-
ately”.Soon after that,
the supporters and party

assistant
¢ minister on

workers  championed m
affairs Usman

| L to the pri
the court’s decision youth

i
Dar called on the party
supporters to take to th
streets 10 express soli-

darity and gratitude to
the top court

X f Pakistanis,
wherever they are,
should come out te
express solidarity and

gratitude to the
Supreme Court in their
respective areas,” the
PTI leader tweeted.
PTI leader Imran
Ismail was also over-
joyed at the SC's ver-
dict "Imran_ Khan
released by Supreme
Court. Pakistan zind-

abad," he wrote on the
popular microblogging
site.Web Desk

Imran arrested under law, those responsible for
violence should be accountable. Bilawal

KARACHL: PPP Chairman and Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari said on Thursday that mwmm does not eelebrate the arrest of any.
politician or distribute sweets. What has happened in the last couple of
days 1s a dark moment in history. Addressing a pi conference here at
Bilawal House, the PPP chief said his party was always against the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB), and idealogically believed it
should be shut down

“But the PTI keg( deFem‘imF the NAB for as long as PPP opposed it,” he
stressed, From 2 Bilawal said, it was part of the Charter of
Democracy to shut down the NAB, but Imran Khan started a “save-NAB’
campaign,

“When Nawaz Sharif came to power, we asked them again as opposition
and adopted the stance that J:ﬂ NAB law should be amemrcd and
reformed. but 1o no avail.” he lamented

Today, he said, all the allied |nm=s in the government have the same
stance that NAB should be shut dow

“And when we reformed the NAB law and made amendments, Imran
Khan was the first beneficiary,” he commente:

The foreign minister remarked that the allegations against Imran Khan
are severe

and weapons
‘Th ere are v

reman

ly Web Desk

“When the UK’s National Crime Agency wanted to return Pakistan's
190 million pounds, the then prime minister Imran Khan abused his offi
" deceived the cabinet and in a seal
cabinet to store the amount elsewhere,” Bilawal claimed

le then went on to challenge the then cabinet members to reject this
claim that they did not approve any such thin
“The cabinet gave it to Malik Riaz to repay his fine w the Supreine
Court. The allegations are severe,” he insisted
Imran Khan was amested in accordance with the law and the
Constitution in corruption cases. He claimed that all the yiolence perpe-
r;ued after the arrest was pre-planned and they respond with guns, stones

€
the GHQ and then PTL Afts
Balochistan, the PTI ransacked Jinnah House in Lahore,”
Ihmu#mul Pakistan's history, no political ﬁ!a{t{ has responded to a 14-day
with terrorism. Bilawal maintaine
founder was hanged the party didn't atiack any property or when Benazir
Bhuto was assassinated, the PPP responded politically and democratical-

ha

velope, got it aa)prrwed from the

few such examples in history. First, the TTP awacked
er the BLA vandalized Jinnah House in

he asserted
added that when the PP




itor Asim Kl

Destination of electables is PPP
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in Balochistan nowadays

The Pakistan Peoples Pelrtg (PPP). which failed to wlm a single seat dur-
0 al

ing the general elections of i ! i
commonly called the ever-green and influential politi

18 in Balochistan is fi

back. Electables,
ns have been jo

ing the party for last more than a month The seismic political shift in

Balachistan is nothing new. Switching of layalties an

changing political

parties normally take a place before every general election in the province,
which covers half of the country in terms of area

Winds of change blowing in
“Winds of change are o
lages and cities of the province these days.
was the Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam

notion in

alochistan

lowing m Balochistan”, 15 a commonly held

party. However, PPP filled the vacuum.

Earlier this year. it

) with electables jomning the religious

Asif Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan because of crowds join-

inﬁl_:hc party

P supremo Asif Ali Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan to

announce the

joming of the electables because of the rus ¢

electables/evergreen paliticians thronged the Bilawal House in Karachi and

started joining the
there

Former federal minister

alochistan Minister, Tah

PP and the party leaders preferred to receive them

s Sardar Fateh Muhammad Muhammad Hassani
his son Umair Muhammad Hassani, Nawabzada Jamal Raisan;
Nawabzada Siraj Raisani, former

the son of
Mehmood

Khan, Mir Mehyuddin Baloch, the former central leader of the Baloch
Students Orgamzation (BSO), Mir Farced Raisami and others joined the
arty in Karachi. Three former provincial ministers including Mir Zahoor
uledi, Saleem Khan Khosoe and Arif Jan Muhammad Hassani have already

joined the party.

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bnnﬁulmi also joined the PPP
ul

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bang

zai who 13 likely to contest elections against

former Chief Mimister Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisam: i Mastung has

also jomed PPP.

As the ruling‘ Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) nears its permanent col-

T_lgfse. its leaders and workers have started joining other
e

=)
=k

cal parties.

BAP. which emerged as the largest perliamentary party prior to the
I

2018 general elections has pm_uumalJB o
Mir Quddus Bizenjo, and president Ja

other political parties for joining
espite ruling the province for five years, currently, none owns the party
and gradually everyone parts ways with it

apsed sineé its incumbent CM
im Kamal Khan are in contact with

Indus Waters Treaty under
threat: Part - 111

Shafqut Kakakhel

Pakistan's rejection of
the Indian govemment’s
call for negoliations — on
modifying the  Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) -
made on January 25
through the Indus
Commission was fully jus-
tified

The trealy, comprising
twelve short articles and
eight long annexes elabo-
ratng the kev features of
the agreement, had been
finalized over nearly six
years of panstaking nego-
tations  backstopped gh!

competent  Indian  and
Pakistami  experis  and
hydrolog mmis-

s opisls  co
sioned by the World Bank.
The jewel in the IWT’s
crown is the dispute settle-
ment mechanism consist-
ing of bilateral talks and
third party arbitration,

The treaty defines the
rights of the two parties
over the rivers of the Indus
Basin: it does not sufler
from ambiguity or any
other flaw. This explains
why experts taking part in
Track 2 discussions on
issues related to the Indus
River Basin have invari-
ablv called on the parties 10
explore arrangements (o
buld uq on, nol renegoli-
atg, the IWT.

it is indeed unforunate
that discussions between
India and Pakistan through
the Indus Commission on

issues related 1o the Indus
River Basin have focused

only on the Indian
hvdropower projects on the
western  rivers. ‘The
Intergovernmental Panel

on Climate Change (IPCC)

the most authoritative
body for assessing the risks
posed by climate change
and measures 1o address
them — has documented the
profound effects of glohal
warming on the quanti
and quality of fresh water,
mcluding” in the Indus
Basin which is fed by the
highly climale vulnerable
glaciers and  monsoon
rains

The Kathmandu- based
International  Centre for
Integrated Maountain
Development  (ICIMOD)
has also compiled reparis
on the negative conse-
quences of climate change
on Pakisian’s waier, food,

energ th securily
Despite these wamings, the
major riparians of the

Indus Basin have never
discussed climate change
related issues :
As noted in the earlier
pans of this essay, India’s
mave might be maskin
sinister designs. It migl
wse Pakistan's refusal to
renegotinte the IWT to pro-
ceed with a unilateral
renunciation of its obliga-
tions under the agreement
conceming the construc-
tion of hydropower plants
on the wesiern (Pakisiani)
rivers  and  securing

Pakistan’s prior consent
before building the power
lants. Indian  officials
ave frequently spoken
about tuming the Chenab
Valley nto a Valley of
Dams!

Pakistan should proac-
tively suggesl measures for
promoting enhanced com-
munications between the
Indus  commissioners,
including the wse of the
intemnet — especially Zoom
— for speedier transmission
of information  and
exchange of views.

In defining an appropri-
aie sirategy o forestall
New Delhi's  desigas
aganst its core transbound-
ary mierests and concems,
Pakistan should examine
the suggestions made by

of Indian and
Pakistani politicians,
retired diplomats, water
resources  and climaie
experts, and economists
during half a dozen Track 2
dialogues sponsored and
supported by friendly third
party countries or Organi-
zations funded by them.
Almost all the discussions
were prompled by recur-
ring reporis on the impaci
of climate change on fresh-
water  resources  but
addressed  all relevant
issues Four Track 2
logues merit recognition
and consideration of the
recommendations  devel-
oped by their participants.
One, discussions  spon-
sored by the Stimson

Ceater, Washington DT, in
collaboration —with  the
Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI),
Islamabad ~ and  the
Observer Research
Organization (ORF), New
Delhi. The report of the
alog titled
“Connecting the Drops: An
Il in Roadmap o
Cross-Border ater
Research, Data Sharing,
and Policy Coordination’,
published by the Sumson
Center and SDPI  in
February 2013
Two, discussions con-
vened by the Delhi-based
Cenwre for Dialogue and
Reconciliation (CDR) and
the Islamabad-  hased
Jinnah Institute. The report
of the dialogue. ‘Indus
River Basin “ommon
Concerns  and  The
Roadmap for Resolution”,
was edited by Prof Shakil
Romshoo and published by
CDR in March 2012
ree, discussions
anized by the DC-based
Atlantic Council’s South
Asia Cenler in cooperation
with Indian and Pakistani
politicians and organiza-
tions. The report of the dis-
cussions, titled
India-Pakistan  Water
Cooperation  Track 2
Dialogue’. was_published
by the Adantic Council in
2014.Four. discussions of
the Task Force on Climate
Change set up by the co-
?mus 5 of the
haophrava Dialogue held

in Bangkok. The repon of
the discussions, ‘Report of
the Chaophrava Dialogue
Task on Climate
Change’. was published by
the Jinnah Institute in
October 2017.
The key recommenda-
tions forgéd by the afore-
mentioned Track 2 dia-
logues include the follow-
ng: one. joint Tesearch
studies by Indian and
Pakistani experts on the
impacts of chimate change
on waler resources, includ-
ing the Himalaya-
Karakoram-Hindukush
(HKH) glaciers, in collabo-
ration with scientific agen-
cies and institutions in the
US, China, and Europe
with satellite-based remote
sensing capacity, to gener-
ate_and disseminate non-
politicized, reliable data on
alacial melting trends.
Two, siudy 10 probe the
reasons for the diminishing
water availability upstream
i India, resulling in
reduced waler flowing into
Pakistan. Three, enhanced
preparedness for. and man-

agement of.  climate-
induced extreme events,
including oui-
burst Qoods (GLOFS).

Four, ﬂloinl monitoring of
the HKH glaciers, in col-
laboration” with relevant
regional and international

agencies, including the
International  Centre for
Integrated Mountain

Development (ICTMOD)
based in Kathmandu.

The G20 conundrum

Amanat Ali Chandhry

The meeun;[g of foreign
ministers belonging 1o
the G20 countries, held in
India, ended without pro-
ducing a consensus state-
ment.” It is the second
occasion in a span of two
weeks when e G20
groupin, isplaye
seemingly unbrld%eable
erenci over the
wording of the joint com-
munigque vis-a-vis the

Russian-Ukraine
imbroglio.

ings of foreign ministers
and finance ministers and
the chiefs of the central
banks were dominated by
the divergent positions on
the i Russia-

3 Despite
hast Tndia’s best elorts to
bring the opposing par-
ties around the Bali joint
statement,  China "and
Russia refused to budge
from their position that
the G20 forum could not
be used for a discussion

on cal matters.
e impasse led India
to telease the Chair’s

summary and outcome
document, which
summed up the two days
of talks and mentioned
disagreements. The dis.
cussions_largely focused
on the disruption of the
global supply chains, the
impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war on food, and
energy prices and nsks to
financial stability as well
as enhanced ‘fragilities’
in the global econnmy
The outcome statement
also noted the differences
in the positions of the
participating COunties on
the a-Ukraine war
but claimed to have made

progress. The highlight
of the foreign ministers’
moot was an unexpected
and unplanned meeting
between US Secretary ol
State Antony Blinkenand
his Russian counterpart,
ergel Lavarov, on the
sidelines of the main
event.

The interaction lasted
for 10 minutes and only
served to reiterate the
alreadr known positions.
of both the countries. Mr
Blinken, however, invit-
ed Russia to rejoin the
New Start nuclear treaty
and urged Moscow to
release an ex-US Marine
from detention

Speaking on the failure
of the GI0 meeting to
issue a joint commu-

i Indian External

Minister 8
Jaishankar, stated, “There
was a large number of
issues where there was
agreement: multilateral-
ism, food and energy
securily, climate r.hanEe
ﬁeuaer issues, 5511-0 al

ealth, terrorism  There
‘was a considerable meet-
ing of minds. If we had &
perfect meeting of minds,
we could have had a col-

lective statement, but
divergences on Ukraine
id come in the way

While the Western

nations and the US were
unequivocal in their con-
demnation of the war and
held Mascow respansible
for it, India adopted a
neutral stance by refusing
to term the  Russian
action as an act of agares-
sion and called Tor a
diplomatic solution. In

recent months, New
Delhi has sharply boost-
ed its oil supplies from
Russia working
around the Western sanc-

tions against Moscow.

T anese. finance
minister aptly described
the state of G20 parleys
amid  escalating  war
when he said “It's
becoming difficult for the
G20 to engage m a con-
structive discussion
because of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, which is
an act that shakes the
foundations of the global

rder”

The  disagreements
also manifested them-
selves on debt restructur-
ing for the distressed
economies during an IMF
meeting with the G17
countries on the sidelines
of the finance minis[ﬂs'

moot While
Managing Director
Kristalina  Georgiev,

talked of “a commitment
to bridge differences for
the benefit of countries,”
the fact remains that the
meeting, which was an
exercise in organizational
conduct, merely.
seratched the surface of
the globally explosive
issue_ of debt without
agresing on any “deliver

ables

As  blame  game
appeared 1o be a pre-
ferred course of action
among  the = member
states, developing coun-
tries continue to be hit
hard by the soaring debt
levels and the accompa-
nying difficulties for their

Chinese Finance
Minister Liu Kun asked
the world and IFIs to
actively participate in the
debt relief measures by
taking a larger haircut. A
more detailed response
was offered by the
Chinese foreign ministry
official who said, "China

takes the debt issue of
de\-‘e\n[]nng countries
seriously and Supports
relevant Financial institu-
tions to put forward solu-

Tt is our consistent
stance that multilateral
financial institutions and
commercial  creditors,
which hold the bulk of
the debt of developing
countries, should partici-
pate in the debt relief
efforts,” he added

! ) view
China being one of the
largest bilateral creditors
whereby the 3 has
emphasized that “we
need lo see credible and
SE&t_AﬁC assurances that
5 hina) will meet the
MF standard of debt

relief”
Looking at the out-
come of two ministerial
level interactions among
the G20 countries, 1l
becomes certain that the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war is determining the
state of the world and
shaping (e beliviour of
states. The m(;aealed fail-
ure of the G20 to agree to
a joint statement speaks
o' the wide gull and
ning divisions that
the present world
1 hile the agenda
for multilateral oruaniza-
tions such as G20 contin-
ues to become ambitious
hr the day, given that
challenges " such as cli-
mate-induced and natural
disasters are complicat-
ing the state of the world,
there is a_disproportion-
ate lack of determination
and willingness on the
part of the member coun-
tries to sort things out,
As the events playing

out at the two consecu-
tive meetings of G20 in
2022 and 2023 indicated,
the ability of world lead-
ers 1o crall a consensus is
on the decline Rising
geo-strategic tensions are
sure to mark the conduct
of multinational group-
ings like the G20 in the
months _and years to

me. Going “forward,
confrontation, nol Coop-
eration, will likely shape
the interaction and mode
of engagement

This presents an added
challenge, of relevance
and effectiveness to mul-
tilateral  bodies  and
organizations ai a time
when the Western propo-
nents of globalization,
revert to the cocoon of
nationalism_ The sight of
the international plat-
‘orms serving as an arena
of rivalry will further
erode the already dimin-
ished trust of the world

Most experts predict
that  business-as-usual
will become a
mal, as the G20
muddle through —
each meeting witnessing
the playing out of con-
flicting positions.
Consefisus  on  global
issues will be hard to
come by, As progress on
the expanded agenda gets

will
h

impeded in_such a_sce-
nario, there is a possibili-
ty that a trimmed agenda

v become the focus of
discussions, further nar-
rowing focus.

It reflects poorly on the
quality of the global lead-
ership to be able to sit
across the table and navi-
gate through the crises in
a spirit of cooperation.

Vith deepening schisms,
the future looks increas-
ingly bleak.

Perfect gridlock

akistan gives
a look of a per-
fect gridlock
today. The 11-
 month-old
coalition government led
Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PTi led by sacked prime
minister Imran Khan con-
tinue to pull in the oppo-
site directions, tearing
apart all state institutions
and leaving no middle
ground .
The usual arbiters, the
{yd\clary and the estab-
ishment, burdened by
follies of their own past,
are not able to mediate,
put the fire out or suggest
any solutions. The media
as become a victim
of this extreme polaniza-
tion, many of them wear-
ing the slants of the war-
ning camps. It feels like
two Fast trains, with failed
brakes, speeding from
opposite directions on the
same track. Will there be
a collision or will some-
thing happen at the last
minute 10 avoid the colli-
sion?

It is clear that the rem-
nants of Project Imran are
very much there in the
system, despite the for-
mal announcement of the
abortion of the Pro'ect
The controversial (fw-
sion of the Supreme
Court on the interpreta-
tion of Article 63A of the
constitution created a
snowball effect leading to
the dismantling of the
nascent Hamza Shehbaz
government and the elec-
tion of Pervez Elahi as the
chief minister of Punjab

The controversial deci-
sion, termed as a rewrit-
ng of the constitution by
many legal experts, paved
the way for Imran Khan
to force both the chief

ministers of Punjab as
well  as hyber
Pakhtunkhwa as a pres-
sure lever o force
Islamabad to go for early
elections

With_the IMF agree-
ment still not inked, infla-
tion touching the skies,
in rate at one of the
highest levels ever, the
economy slowing down.
and unemployment and
poverty skyrocketing, the
coalition parties are unde-
cided on how to go about
_tarlg provincial elections

unjab and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa.

More than the early
polls, they are worri
i :

PTL sweeps these two
provinces — with 80 per
cent of the electorate —
the governments that will
be formed there will be
there for five years
Which would mean that.
come October. they will
have all the tools "avail-
able at their disposal to
ng the National
Assembly elections in
their favour, making it
impossible  for  “the
Election Commission to
hold free and fair elec-
tions as guaranteed under
Article 718 of the consti-
ttion.Imran_ Khan has
tried to influence and
e_niage the security estab-
lishment all the while
maligning it almost on a
daily basis. His recent
outburst blqnlln% key
security officials for his
murder Cﬂfls:}!ll’al:?)' and
extending an olive branch
to the army chief at the
same time will not have
gone well. Meanwhi
is to appear in dozens of
court cases at different
tiers of the court system
involving civil and crimi-
nal matters. Imran is suc-

e

By Murtaza Solangi
cessfully  using  his
alleged murder plot to
avoid the judicial process
and avoid a conviction so
as to make himself avail-
able for the next elec-
tions,

Despite having enough
legal, constitutional, eco-
nomic and security rea-
sons to delay the provin-
cial elections in Punjab
and the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the
Islamabad govemment as
well as the ECP have not
advocated the case for
holding al ons in
October across Pakistan
either in the courts or the
courts of public opinion
forcefully. The Islamabad

overnment  today  is
%QGLing and acting like
sleepwalkers,  slowly
walking towards elec-
tions in Pumjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in &
zombie-like state.

It is crystal clear that
amid an_economic melt-
down of biblical proper-
tions, insurgency rising
across  Pakistan, the
provincial elections and
their results will act like a
catalyst to igy her
political instability,
affecting the upcoming
National” Assembly elec-
tions in October as well
This is a perfect gridlock
created by decades-long
flawed policies of the
state and the miserable
failure of Project Imran
that was nurtured over
mere than a decade.

Regardless who
wins " in the elections
scheduled for the next
month, the results will not
be ac ?lcd by the Tosing

same goes for

ihe s due n
October this year. No
matter who wins the
National Assembly

Who controls

By Dr Shahnaz Khan

The country’s econom-
ic situation 15 detenorat-
ing rapidly, and the only
solution we hear is 10 g0
to either the IMF or
friendly countries for

money.
. This situation has been
makin or

decades, and it §e¢:5|ne
more acute due to the
Covid-19 pandemic_and
the current geopolitical
situation. But Pakistan
was on a_shaky oround
much before thal. The
focus of the government,
the media and most econ-
omists is on_ the present,
but no one is offering a
|0'ﬁ|?ﬂ" solution,
e economy, in its
essence, is a system of
producing and ‘distribut-
mg wealth, and this is
closely intertwined witl
the political system. Its
overarching goal should
be the wellbeing of peo-
ple, ensuring equal access
ta resources and opportu-

nities for all citizens
regardless of race, reli-
won, ethnicity, language,
gender, etc.

_ If we want a more egal-
itarian society and desire
ta hecome a self-reliant,
debt-free nation, we have
to bring a paradigm shift
in our thinking and
approach — one that
involves reorganizing the
economy _and politics.
Some difficull questions
have to be asked, no mat-
ter how disruptive to the
current order they may

€.

The fundamental ques-
tion is who is oonlré\]mg
all means of generating
wealth - or means of pro-
duction — in Pakistan and

who makes decisions on
how this wealth is distrib-
In our country’s

context, the most impor-
tant means of production
island.

Pakistan is nothing but
a piece of land which 1s
home to some 230 mil-
lion people Land is not
only the source of food,
but it also contains gas,
al, precious
metals/stones and _other
natural resources Rivers
ow on it. There are lakes
and underground water.
We build mus:eti infra-
structure for public use,
education  institutions,
‘hus ntals, parks, etc on
an

In Pakistan, not only is
land up for sale but its
ownership too 1s concen-
trated in a few hands. Itis
used for speculation, a
cheap and less risky wa
to become nch — whwi
may increase GDP and
lock good on financial
statements, but it actually
hurts the country and the
economy 1n the long run
Pakistan’s colonial legacy
has also imparted added
power o land ownership,
causing oppression and
exploitation of people. [f
a powerful rich class is
allowed to own as much
land as it wants, what will
happenq to the rest of the

people "

_'ﬁm there are facto-
ries, large businesses,
companies invalved in
imports/exports, banks,
insurance anies,
large media houses, even
education institutions
healthcare facilities, and
large transport- and con-
struction-affiliated busi-
nesses. A small group of
elite controls all lﬁrese and
there is monopolization

and mafia-like behaviour
most sectors. This
gives them the power to
control political decision-
making and the economy,
which s a root cause of
the dire situation we find
ourselves in

As long as this contin-
ues, there is no hope for
long-term economic sta-
bility, industralization,
freedom from debt or
endiag poverty. The fis
step in the right direc
15 the abolition of the
remnants of the feudal
sysiem Abolishing feu-
dalism will free up not
Just the land but the peo-
ple’s potential — so0 cru-
cial to progress. But it is
only possible if there is a
countrywide mass move-
ment against i, as the
land-owning class is quite
powerful.

In urban settings, land
mafias have to be dealt
with.  Some important
questions are: should we
continue to build posh
luxury housing societies
when housing shortage
for middle- and lower-
income groups is reach-
ing critical levels? Should
people be allowed to own
as many houses as they
can buy or more than
ther needs? 1 believe
there is a need for a com-
prehensive land policy,
taking into account food
and other needs of peo-
ple. Land should be treat-
ed as a strategic asset
instead of a commaodity to
be bought and sold in'the

arket.

The next question is
the role of the state in the
cconomy. For the past
few decades, a neoliberal
agend has been imposed
unchallensed by slobal
capital through institu-

wealth?

tions like the IMF and the
W Bank. The state’s
role has been eliminated
oM economic manage-
ment except for interven-
ing on behalf of capital
ists, when they get in
trouble. They tell us that
markets _are’ self-regulat-
ing, their actions are in
the best interests of con-
sumers, state regulations
are bad for the economy
as well as society, the
state_has no business in
running businesses  or
providing services to the
public, “and all state-
owned enterprises should
be privatized. cte. But
practice, this has been
proven deadly " for the
poor, especially in poar
COUNEries,

The lessons from other
developing countries are
that_without state inter-
vention, countries cannot
achieve their goals. Even
in developed countries,
the state adopted this
strategy in the initial
stages of development
So, in Pakistan, the state
will have to play an
active role and control the,
commanding
the economy -
which are strategic to the
country’s survival, secu-
rity_ and progress. Some
of these areas are heavy
industry, energy sector,
natural “resources, educa-
tion, healtheare, housing
ransport
Without industrializa-
Pakistan has no
future. But this will not
happen without the state’s
active intervention, The
state will have to take
control, guide, facilitate,
regulate and monitor. It
cannot be left to the pr
vate sector, which in
Pakistan is used 1o living

on state subsidies and
maintaining a privileged
status, It has neither the
capacity nor the will to
set up what is needed
The sole purpose of
vate_investors is to make
profit, not to provide
service to A)eople or think
about  the = country’s
Progress.

e other areas crucial
for economic strength in
the long run are human
development — espeially

the youth — role of
women 1n the economy.
and population control
Economic experts and
politicians  who  share
their thoughts in  the
media give the impres-
sion that the economy is
Just numbers, GDP, dollar

price, foreign reserves,
exports, imports, etc
Hardly —anyone talks

about what meeds to be
done behind the scenes
for sustainable economic
growth.

Human development,
with a special focus on
young people, is the sin-
gle most important factor
o put Pakistan on the
road fo economic self-
sufficiency. This trans-
lates int0 creating a
waorld-class  education
system, which_promotes
not only technical skills
but also soft s like
eritical thinking, oV
tion, problem” solving,
tolerance, open-minded-
ness, and debate and dis-
cussion o resolve differ-
ences This has not hap-
pened up till now because
the empowered educated
youth is a potential threat
to the | of the

Reviewing Pakistan’s
climate action

tis gratifying
to see that the

I

which_
emerged as an important
national security forum,
will address the

tation to the impacts of
climate change on the
national economy, human
security, and ecuk)g{l
Four, climate change
governance comprising
institutions operating al
national and sub- national
levels for pol-

By Shalgat Kakakhel
rutal areas, the heads of
our provincial govern-
ments and autonomous

regions seldom speak
about climate change.

However, with the support
of domestic and external
ﬁirmers the provinces

mpre-

threat of climate change at
its third session Led by
Federal Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman,
a panel of eminent
Pakistani _and foreign
experts will discuss vari-
15 of the global
climate crisis and its rami-
fications  for Pakistan
This article attempts to
present a broad- brushed
tour d'  horizen of
Pakistan’s climate change
agenda
The robustness of a
country’s climate action is
predicated on five essen-
tial prerequisites, noted

elow: i
One, a political com-
mitment_by the national
leadership to su
efforts of the international
community to address the
looming climate emer-
gency and reinforce the
resilience of the key eco-
nomic sectors, the citi-
zens, and ecosystems to
adapt to  the adverse
impacts of an increasingly
volatile climate throug!
policies implemented in
collaboration  with all
stakeholders.

Two, active participa-
tion in regional and globa
discourses for forging
consensus on the climate
change challenges and

onses

hree,  development
and of

icy  formulation, Iand
action, as well as periodic
review and monitoring of
progress  achieved ~ or
missed, resource maobi-
lization; any

Five, resources (techni-
cal. technological, finan-
cial and human) mobi-
hzed from domestic and
external sources and opti-
mally deployed.

Let’s see how Pakistan
fares with regard to the
aforementioned criteria

High-level  political
commitment: The
National Security Poli
of Pakistan (NSF) (2023~
2026) refers to Pakistan’
acute vulnerability to cli-
mate change and pro-
claims the objective of “a
climate resilient Pakistan
Ithl priontizes c]lmﬂe

ve comy
hensive climate change
policies. The implementa-
tion of those blueprints
s been uneven, though
The provincial govern-
ments say they lack the
financial  and  human
capacities to develop and
implement climate change

related policies
Participation in regional
and ]gl(l al conferences
Our leaders’ participation
in global climate meetings
s been mentioned earli-
er Tragically the main
regional cooperation
organization, the South
stan - Association  for
Regional  Cooperation
{Saarc) has become dor-
mant since India scuttled
16th Saarc Summit
due o be hosted by
Pakistan in_Islamabad in
ber 2016.The envi-

water management and
disaster management”, It
aims to achieve the water,
food, health, and energy
security of Pakistan

In récent years our lead-
ers have ‘attended the
annual climate change
summits convened br the
UN secretary-general and
reiterated Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the global cli-
mate_goals enshrined in
the Paris Agreement and
elaborated by the annual
climate conferences (aka
COPs), Their statements

ruling class on economy
and politics No nation
can progress by keeping
women

policies and plans of
action for contributing to
the realization of the glob-
al agenda as well as adap-

are at home

Although the effects of
chmate change must be
tackled in  Pakistan’s
coastal regions, cities and

ronment ministers who
had played an important
role in catalyzing regional
climate change initiatives
nve become
silent The South Asia
Cooperative Environment
Programme (SACEP} has
beeri doing useful work
but lacks political clout,
Policies and strategies
for action at federal and
TOVINC; evels: The
Timate Change Policy
of Pakistan ~ (NCCP)
issued in 2012 and its
updated version released
in 2022 contain scores of
policy initiatives con-
cerning mitigation,
adaptation and capacity
development
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Seven killed as violent
protests continue over
Imran Khan’s arrest

PESHAWAR/LAHOR
EASLAMABAD: At least
J)enple died and
hundreds were injured in
the viclent protests being
held by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf support-
ers across the country
against the arrest of party
chief Imran Khan.

Violent pruu.m ammu
the arrest of forr
mler Imran K]\.‘m Eml n

in Khyber
Pakhlunklma Puijab,
Islamabad am{o(hel parts
of the country for the
third consecutive day on
Thursday claiming seven
lives.
According 1o the KP
police spokesperson,

seven people were killed
in clashes between the
PTI workers and police
while over 106 people
also injured. The injured
alse include cops_ and
police officers. he sai

“The  deaths
reported thamm
Kehar, aid

poln.r. \%U'I.Ls[u.r\(m
eshawar police
:Iam\ed that two superi
ltnmnts of police, one
i)ulv superintendent of
olice, four station house
Dﬁ'cers and four consta-
bles suffered injuries dur-
m%:wn]ence in Peshawar.
eshawar on the boil
of violent
Wednesday

Hundreds
protesiers

attacked  the ~ Radio
Pakistan  building in
Peshawar Ditector

General of Radio
Pakistan, Tahir Hussian,
told media that the build-
| f ]|e state media in
was attacked
h, \m\sm PTI protesters.
He said that the pro-
testers v«rr.aql.ul havoc in
the newsroom and van-
ous other sections of the
radio station."The mis-
creants entered the news-
room and radio audio
room and set fire to the
ulmlum inside,” he said,
ng that mob
attacked the staff at the
office. Vehicles parked in
the building IN|

Chinese Company ensures
safe drinking water for
Islamabad Students

ISLAMABAD
Chinese environmental
technology  company,
Zhangke Runlan

nyvironmental

tion with imernational

ed reverse osmasis (RO)
water treatment equip-

ment 1o TIslamabad
Model College for Girls
in Pakistan to address
the school's water quali-
ty challenges.

Last month, a team of
engineers from the com-
pany arrived in Pakistan

provide technical
guidance and install the
equipment at the school,
according  to  China
Economic Net (CEN)

According to Runlan,
under the framework of
China's "Belf and Road™
imuallveandiuline with
the principles of green
development. Chinese
companies are actively
contributing ta global
sustainable development
by sharing China's clean
energy equipment, tech-
nology, and services
with the world

Upon their arrival in
Pakistan, the team of
technicians  promptly
u.nlllrul to the site to

v oout water sample
|:s|m5 Startling results

—
QUETTA: PTI Women Wing Balocl

emerged |rum their
assessiments: "Afler our
testing, we found that
the electrical conductiv
ty of the water sample
reached 0%s/cm,
indicating a_high con-
centration of harmful ion
impurities far exceeding
international standards,”

stated a representative
from Runian
Environmental
Technology:

Pakistan is one of the
countries facing severe
water pollution issues,
particularly when it
comes to drinking water.
In certain regions, due to
adverse natural condi-
tions and improper uli-
lization of  water
resources, the ground-
water contains a high
concentration of harmful
substances, rendering it
umunnhle for consump-

" This directly poses a
threat to the nking
water safety of local res-
idents. Islamabad Model
College for Girls, locat-
ed in the rural area of
Tarnol in Islamabad, i
one such school guap—
pling with this issue

The school lacks prop-
er water filtration eqmp-
ment, forcing some chil-
dren 1o bring their own
drinking water from

addressing a press conference.

Syria’s re-entry into the Arab
League indicates shifting
sands in the Middle East

ISLAMABAD: Syria's
re-emiry into the Arab
League indicates shifling
sands in the Middle East,
says an article carried by

swadar Pro on Thursday
\‘c will not walk

v to leave a vacuum
to be filled by China,
Russia or Iran The
United States is not going
anywhere,” bragged L
Président Joe Biden dur-
ing his visit to the Middle
East last July while trying
to muffle the apprehen-
sions about his apparently
“disengagement” policy
towards this region But
the shiffing sands of the
Middle East tell a differ-
ent siory now.

Despite Washington's
intense  pressur the
majority of the Arab
League’ members have
endorsed Syria's rerrn to
the group after 12 vears

the second
major  setback  for
American diplomacy in
the last two months, the

China-mediated  Tran-
Saudi deétente in March
was the first lethal blow
to the already waning
influence of the US in the
region. Both events ha\e
orated the ¥
ing realities in the Mid L
East where the US
il el s sasinily
isolated.
Itis llmatm lhe United
fes fo up, and
smell the wl‘lce It is no
longer tenable for the
United States to cling to
outdated nations of hege-
mony and ignore the
shlﬂm;? drifts in global
power fabric
The Biden administra-
tion needs to face the new
reality and shake off’ the
delusions of the past. It is
no longer a qmwon of if,
but how. ‘the United
States will compete for
E\ﬂﬂuence in the Middle

For the first time in
decades, Washington

home every day.
Unfortunately, not all
children have access to
clean water facilities at
home

The team started their
interaction  with the
school staff by explain-
ing the basic theoretical
knowledge about the
reverse 0smosis water
treatment equipment

They then proceeded
to_demonstrate the spe-
cific wiring steps and
t\,wn% procedures to the
school, After undergoin
treatment with the R(’ﬁ
reverse Dsmosis water
purification equipment,
the electrical conductivi-
ty of the water samplzs
decreased to 42
meeting mlenmmnal
standards.

“We are delighted to
see children are now
drinking safe and reli-
able water, this matters
the most,” representative
form Zhongke Runlan
expressed to the reporter

Information in  this
article comes from third
party providers. This
website does not provide
explicit or implied war-
ranty for such informa-
tion and is not liable for
any losses directly nr
indirectly caused ﬁ

suc

usiig
information INP

2 z Lot
an President Munawra Baloch

struggling to eamn its
place in the Middle East
theater rather than simply

8

Tn a bold and unprece-
dented move, Arab for-
eign_ ministers congregai-
ed in an extraordinary
meeting of the Arab
League in Cairo on
Sunday to announce the
restoration  of  Syria's
membership in the league
after more than a decade
of suspension
. This momentous deci-
sion, despite some reser-
vations from a few mem-
bers, was_approved, and
the Arab League’s coun-
cil has facilitated the
resumption of Syria's par-
ticipation in_all meetings
of the council and its var-
ious organizations and
bodies. This marks a sig-
nificant shift in the
segion’s geopaiica land-
scape Three key factors
have ruirecl the instru-
mental role in the expedi-
tion of such.INP

QUETTA: Balochistan

International Games .

District Cricket Auncmtmn It
fuhammad khair Munawra addressing a press conference about upcoming

Growth oriented budget
with austerity measures

needed for economy:

KARACH Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF) has sug-
gested the povernment to take
effective economic measures
including in the comm% federal
budget to encourage usmnbb
activities in the count
flavour of austerity m:a\uues in
ublic sectors.

Sharing the Forum's propos-
a]s IorﬂupcommL federal budget

3-2 ¢ PBE
Pr\,wl\,n: Mian Muhammad
Usman_ Zulfigar the

need for establishing export
warehouses at _the borders to
uplift trade with neighboring
countries and incorporating the
agriculture and service sectors
into the tax net

He said that in an effort to
increase the GDP growth up 1o

six percent in next financial
year, the budget makers have to
reduce tax rates to widen the tax
base and curtail parallel econo-
my, also providing & competitive
edoe to Pakistan's products in
global markets.

Muhammad Usman said the
PBF was nnm 1 its sals for
the federal budg Iget fm -24 with
main focus on jobs creation by
strengthening mdustw broaden-
ing of tax base through lowering
rate and mlro(luup

decades. he said, i X
twice when Pakistan's economy
grew by more than

—first in 2 03- "006 and second
during 2016-2018 and third dur-
ing 2021-22 Ile said that realiz-

PBF

ing the full potential of informa-
tion technology, the industnal
proth i tas Bo inretssd s
observed that the digital fi fnance
msmml of Pakistan_could

36 billion in next four wm.
mumr a seven percent boost to
the GDP and s.enemlum_ four
mlllmn new |

The PBF I’l'e;ldenl said the
real fact is a lack of realization
that the world business pausms
have changed and Pakistan has
made no efforts o 4ldj\lb¥ to
rhm: ealities. he country
her growd
rate it would have to adopt new
innovative ways in the post-pan-
demic world as is being done by
other countries, which are
expecting a fast V-shaped recov-
ery. INP

UN, Russia urge calm in
Pakistan after Imran
Khan’s arrest

UNITED NATIONS: The
United Nations and Russia have
urged all the parties in Pakistan
to refrain from resorting to_ vi
\:.n..- in the aftermath of the
Chairman and for-
mer]pr\me minister Imran Khan.

ccretary-general
takes note of the omom
rotests that have erupt
avits the ancel of Fohmes
rime minister Imran Khan in
slamabad and_calls for all par-
ties to refrain from violence. He
stresses the need to respect the
right to peaceful assembly.” said
a statement by l-arhan Hag,
deputy spokesperson for

Secrelary-Genem\ Antonio
Guterres"The secretary-general
urges the authorities to respect
due process and the rule of law
n c gs brought against
former pr minister [mran
Khan." the statement added

At least eight were killed and
hundreds others injured after
roiests across,
akistan against the arrest of
Imran Khan on Tuesday. The
PTI chief was amested on MEW 5 4
in connection with alleged cor-
ruption mwlung the Al- -Qadir
University

The dramu 'olluws months of
political crisis during which

Rupee hits
record low of
299 against US
dollars amid
violent clashes

KARACHI: Pakistani rupee plunged to record low of
299 against the US dollar amid pelitical tumult in the
that broke out in the country following
the arrests of the Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insa
(PTT) Imran Khan and other semor leaders of the arl\'

. t fell by Rs8

3.02%, against the dollar on Ilmrsda\ trading at 299 | m

wake of clashes

per details, the local u

themlem:mk market at 1:17pm
It is worth mentionil
2031 fell 1o the lowes

ipated rate of Rs300 per dollar

he rupee depreciation has DI](‘d up Forug:\ debt
new external

without tal
ther expensive for Pakistan u
high inflation reading at 36.4%

inancial pundits

after the arrest of

iere that the dollar bonds due
nce November on Thunﬂm
and were indicated at 3310 cents on the dollar

The new rate is just Rel away from |hemuLh antic-

‘w
elieve that the rupee has been
depreciating due to political and social unrest caused
Chairman Imran Kha
foreover. the dollar demand supply
widened as the exporters have stopped teﬁm_g I‘S curr

g imperts fur-
a six-decade
ril 2023,

Speaker

ap has also Mﬁemhl\

rency on speculati

are seen rushing to buy dollars.

This gap in the demand and suy pply of the foreign
currency in the interbank market

the rupee’s devaluation

Political situation would improve in a day or two and
help the currency stabilise around the current levels or
partially recover ground ﬂumml IT}M, grmnhmk As per

details, the local unt fell by
the dollar on Thursda) tra
m«rl-u at 1:17pm.

It is worth mentioning here that the dollar bonds due
2031 fell to the lowest since Novembx
and were indicated at 33.1( cents on the dollar.

The new rate is just Rel away from the much-antic-

Ipgfed rate of Rs300 per dolar

rupee depreciation has piled up foreign debt

new external loarts, making imports fur-

ther expensive for Pakistan, which fac
high inflation reading at 36.4% in April 2023

Financial pundit; c‘be\uene that the rupee has been

cal and social unrest caused

wlllmul takin

depreciating due 1o

that rupee woul
ther versus the greenback. On the other hand, Jmpnrlen

have contributed 1o

|r|st a1 299 in the interbank

or 3.02%, against

a six-decade

(‘h\},
Pervez Ashraf has said
that Pakistan and Oman  Parl
enjoy deep bilateral rela-
tions based on shared val-
ues of brotherhood and
s0cio-economic interests
This was stated by him
while talking to Depuu
Chairman State Council
of Oman Sheikh Dr. Al-
Khattah bin_Ghalib bin
a

constitutional conver
organized by
Assembly Secretariar in
connection with Golden
celebration  of
Constitution

Pervez Ashraf
“Pakistani diaspora

Imran Khan, who was ousted in

April last year, has waged an

ur\p:es.edenlcd campaign against
o ry

it
e istan
. Ry o called on all par-
ties in Pakistan to resolve their
difference through  peaceful
means. Speaking at a press
briefing in Moscow, Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said Russia \s cl(\;e-
Iy k!\lowm&, the ever
rouns arrest ol mrnm
Faklslam Prime Minister Imran
han."We call on all parties to
resolve differences by peaceful
means. |

S~ i S

ISLAMABAD : Shazia Marri, Federal M
and Social Safety & Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme
(BISP) Chairs the International Paﬂmmemary Convention on "My
Constitution Guarantee of My Freedom"

ATC disposes of
Elahi's bail plea
over
non-appearance
in police attack
case

LAHORE: An
court in Lafiore on Thursday dis-
posed of a bail petition filed by

akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
President Chaudhry Parvez Elahi
in a case related to attack on police
officials.

ATC Judge ljaz Ahmed Buttar
issued the verdict stated that it was
compulsory for the petitioner to
appear before the court to get
interim bail_ He also rejected a
petition seeking exemption from
appeamme for™ Mr

anti-terrorism

Elahi in the

Lzm month, 4 case was regis-
tered against the PTI leader and
others at Lahore’s Ghalib Market
Police Station for attacking police
officials with stones, batons and
petral bambs when a raid was con-
ducted by anti- Lonru.?nan afficials
at his house to arrest him. The case
was registered on the complaint of
an official of the Punjab’s Anti-
Corruption Establishment (*\CE}
under Section 7 the Anti-
Terrorism Act 1997, Section 324,
and others

The FIR said that 40-50 |‘Eﬂ)8
present inside the residence of

“lahi hurled stones and resorted lo
violence. It also said that petrol
bombs were also thrown at the
police in order to facilitate the PTI
president to escape from the
scene. IN|

Attacking
state
properties
a well-thought-
out conspiracy
of PTI: Ranjha

MULTAN: Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) leader
and Mohsin Shahnawa
Ranjha s'ud that Pakistan Tehree!
e-Insaf (PTT) attemnpt to undermine
Pakistan will be dealt with force.

Talking to the private news
channel he said attacking the insti-
twtions and state properties using

the young blood of the count
was & well-hought-oul conspira
of PTLR: r| hu d

m young-
sters wes c
and PML- N hd:; al\mya wurh.d Our
their welfare, but unfortunately,

1 used them for its nefaricus
political purposes. "PTI's chief
mran Khan was indicted in the
"Tosha Khana" case, although he
denied facilitating, INP

ister for Poverty Alleviation

in the National Assembly,

Pak-Oman enjoy deep ties
based on brotherhood,

socio-economic

Raja enhance

contacts

Deputy Chain

Ali Al-Hinai leadin Council of Oman Shei
p«rham&nlanh d}t;lt,gallun Er i‘l If\?drl-{ab bl‘ﬂ G|Imhb ?c
ich on an  bin Ali inai leading a
er on Thursday | Cricial “visit in Pakistan  parliamentary delegation
to attend Intern:

as its brother. He also
stressed on the need to
parliamentary

via

was also present in the sai
meeting This was stated  in

nan _ State
h

interests: Speaker NA

]SLA\IAB:\D

of Oman which on an
official visit in Pakistan
to anend International
constitutional convention

mentary Friendship organized by National
Group to explore avenues  Assembly \ecwmw n
of cooperation in diverse  connection with Golden
sector particularly cli-  Jubilee ultbmlmn of
mate change Constitution
M\IA 5. Naz Baloch Raja I'er\ez Ashraf

“Pakistani diaspora
man playing a key
role for socio-economic
development of cuunny
He a ‘Tpleua‘ed 1he Oman

¢ and government
osting a']ar%c num-
ber of Pakistani 1

g 10

on
National

& EXTENSION OF DATE O]

The Tender published in Elecironic Media (BRPRA Website) and
Printed Media (Dally Mashriq News paper Quetta on 21* April 2023)
vide PRO No, 3526/20-04-2023 for works S No.1 1o 7 which opening
date was fied on 12" May-2023 is hereby extanded due to some

unavoidable circumstances. New ﬂgle of submission and opening
M;Tlmvfmhiw:- 26-05-2023 at 12:00pm
Date 2645

appears 5o weak that 1t is ahier the arvest of PT] Chairman Imyan Khan IND

China Pakistan Strategic Dialogue sig-
nificant to the region

Taking _place during
the first visit of Chinese
FM Qin Gang to Pakistan

in Oman playing a key
role for socio-economic
development of country
He appreciated the Oman
reo)e 1nd sovernment
hasting a large num-
ber of Pal Jslanl workers
gracefully.

The Speaker appreciat-
Pakisan ix srappling o AR S marpalic
with diverse internal and

in golden jubilee celebra-
external challenges that | tions of the Constitution

ISLAMABAD: In a
new push to achieve new
heights in strategic part-

the Prime Ministers of
Pakistan and China made
a telephone conversation.

jear for Pakistan and
hina as both countries
continue to engage in

nership,  the Foreign  since assuming oflice last  muluple diplomate and These  multifaceted  pose a significant threat | While discussing nature

Ministers of Pakistan and  year, this biennial dia- security-related consulta-  connections are the ways  to  the stability and | of friendly ties hetween

China  co-chaired the lomue serves as a plat-  tions for the senior leadershi rogress of the Country | two  sides, he said, [&12eshe20230 T8 R At

fourth round of the form for both countries to This move speaks vol-  to  discuss bilateral With a population of “Pakistan attaches high o i
Pakistan-China Foreign  address regional and umes about both coun- regional, and global neardy 230 million peo- |mwndn%’t (uowtbfralbﬁdl UIW /v-d*‘a't”*'“f{ufl'ﬁ&&bk}u‘w"* “‘25
Minister's Strategic  global challenges through  tries’ diplomatic prowess  issues and to seek a con-  ple, the nation faces | ties witl man e |,

Dialogue in Islamabad on & collaborative approach and  commitment Lo sensus on responses o severe  politieal and | bilateral relations are his- |4 -"\‘L'” S e A RN e

inadiverse range of areas  regional stability. Earlier, ~mutual threats and agen-  socio-economic  crises, l0f|<ﬂ| deep-rooted and

13*."3&.“,05“6 S itk fmﬂiﬁ;oh{;s,;.um_l.;fmfbmﬁ

of mutual interests both Foreign Ministers das. Strategic dialogue  compounded by the after- sed on commonaliies
significant milestone in  The Strategic Dialogue  made a _ significant  frameworks like these math of the COVID-19 of faith, culture and tradi- LAL b pangie i s
the history of the All- underscores the mufual appemance in India for offer the foundation for pandemic and the devas- | tions” " He also apprecial-
Weather Strategic commitment of China S Foreign deepening political. eco-  tating floods triggered by | €0 Oman's role  in /#mn.ggmaﬂbgmaamm
Partnership between the and Pakistan to sustain \hm-,le: (3 meeting.  nomie, secunity, and mili-  global climate change in “ D““-‘ and %
two countries and holds  their strategic parmership hese eng,agemenls tary cooperation, ulti- ? To overcome these LI E .'HL'H*. fdﬂmmdnlhh\lmm@msilmm
significance  for  the amidst the growing glob-  demonstrate the strategic  mately  leading (o cljallen5€‘5 Pakistan des- ‘5"3 appre-

ciated the kind remarks of 3 &7,
region, according to an  al furbulence depth of the bilateral rela-  enhanced understanding  perately needs interm: Sl A Bk
arficle carried by Gwadar  The year 2023 has tionship belween the two  and harmonious respons- tional support and assis- | the Speaker and said that AR AN By PR No. 3808 1052023
— %‘ Oman considers Pakistan

countries. Last month, tance.

Pra on Thursday been a busy and proactive es 1o shared challenges
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Pakistan's deepening political cris

LONDON/KARACHI: The political crisis engulfing Pakistan is eroding hopes that the South Asian country
can get its much needed programme with the Intérnational Monetary Fund back on track soon and escape a full-

blown debt crunch, analysts said

Deadly clashes between supporters of Imran Khan and police spread across the country afler Pakistan's anti-
cor_rmullun agency arrested the former pnme minister on Tuesda;

he rupture in Pakistan's febrile politics comes as the 2.

30-rmiHicn-papulation riation prepares 1o hold tightly

Fouf)‘u elections in the autumn while facing its worst economic crisis in decades. with dwindling reserves and a
stalle

4 805 bllion IVIE programme that ss expinin in June and scarce olher finahcing sources i s

"With protesters on the streets, the IMF will be even more wary about restarting the loan deal,

Leather, senior economist for Emerging Asia at Capital Economics
The turmoil since Khan was ousted just over a year ago has scarred the country's economy and markets .
Pakistan's rupee has lost nearly 50% over the past 12 months. The main stock index has suifered a double-digit

decline over the same period

said Gareth

. On Wednesday, the rupee tumbled some 2% to a fresh record low of 290 to the dollar. The country's interna-
tional bonds, already in deeply distressed territory of as little as 32 cents, dropped more than | cent in the dollar

on the day.

While noisy politcs generating volailicy was pothing new for Pakistan and its investors, they "relly compli-
cated the discussion with the IMF", said Cathy Hepworth, head of emerging market debt at PGIM Fixed Income,

which holds Pakistan bonds.

Palio

Punjab CM
Naqvi boosts
morale of
policemen on
duty in Lahore

LAHORE: Punjab caretaker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi Thursday vis-
ited the policemen on duty in Lahore
to boost their morale.

Punjab Inspector General of Police
IGP) Dr Usman Anwar and Lahore
apital City Police Officer (CCPO)

Bilal Siddique Kamysna accompanied
im

The caretaker chief minister praised
the dedication of the policemen He
also appreciated the determination and
eourage of the policemen.

1t i5 to be noted here that violent
protests had broken out in Lahore ity
after the arrest of Pakistan Tehreek-¢-
Tnsaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan
Several policemen had sustained
injuries in the protests INP

Islamabad police
hint at more
arrests of PTI
leaders

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police
on Thursday hinted at more arrests of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders
following the viclent protests and van-
dalism after Imran Khan's amrest in the
Al-Qadir Trust case

According to Islamabad pol
spokesperson, Pakistan Tehreel
Insaf leaders Shah Mehmood Qureshi,
Asad mar, Fawad haudhry,
Jamsheed Iqbal Cheema, Musarrat
Cheema, Falak Naz Chitrali and
Malika Bukhan have been arrested for
‘provoking' people for  violent
protests .

AIl the arrests were made in accor-
dance with the law, the spokesperson
added. Warning the PTI leaders to
avoid srreadinu, chaos, the Islamabad

i

nolice hinted at more arrests in the
uture,
Earlier, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) vice chairman and former for-
eign mini Shah Mehmood =
was taken into custody by pol
Tslamabad 5
Qureshi’s arrest was an addition to
the tally as several PT1 leaders includ-
ner Governor Punjab Omer
raz Cheema, PTI secretary general
Asad Umar and fice President
Fawad Chaudhry were already appre-
hended by police INP

PTI’s Farrukh
Habib says
nation looking
towards CJP

FAISALABAD: PTI central leader
Farrukh Habib said that the whole
nation was looking towards Chief
lustice of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial
to take action against the cruelty being
meted out to party leaders.

said that Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, Ejaz Chaudhry, Musarrat
Jamshed Cheema, and Malika Bokhari
were abducted from i
Hn}usehm li:amahadcd ic b
rights have disappeared in Pakistan,”
Habib said ‘

Tt was worth 1o mention here that

Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI's)

rominent leaders Asad Umar and
awad Chaudhry, have been placed
under house arrest for next 15 days.
The Islamabad administration stated
that the PTI leaders Asad Umar and
Fawad Chaudhry has been detained
for 15 days under 3 .

Maintenance of Public Order
Ordinance (MPO), 1960 — Powers to
arrest and detain suspected persons to
ensure law and order for public safety
PT1 Secretary General Asad Umar was
detained within the premises of
Islamabad High Court, while PTI Vice
President Fawad Chaudhry was arrest-
ed outside the Supreme Court

Meanwhile, Fawad Chaudhry was
present in the Supreme Court's build-
ing since 12:00 noon to avoid his
arrest. He was immediately arrested
by pol after ed out of the
SC premises late Wednesday night

hile conducting a press confer-
ence, Fawad Chaudhry said it would
be the first time in history that a
lawyer is being arrested. “Politics
have divided the legal fraternity and
all sections in Pakistan are facing the
same challenge ™. INP

=

e n

o
ISLAMABAD:A delegation of Rotary Foun i
Tus Committee, calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, in Federal Capital.

Speakers of Int’l Golden Jubilee
Convention emphasize importance
of Constitution, stress promoting
social justice

ISLAMABAD: Spi
including political leader:
mentarians and_ expe

5
Thursday emphasized the impor-
tance of Pakistan’s Constitution in
establishing demoecracy, protect-

ing minority rights and promoting
social justice al_the International
Parliamentary Convention being
organized by National Assembly
Secretariat connection witl

Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the
Constitution of Islamic Republic
of Pakistan.

They stressed the role of parlia-
ment as the people’s representa-
tive and the need to prevent non-
constitutional forces from int
fering The UN Charter and inter-
national laws were cited as means

disputes.
Discussions included the need to
learn from past mistakes. and to
promate teachings of Islam, which
encourage tolerance and non-dis-
crimination. The session foeused
on threats to the constitution,
including its suspension and abro-

gation, and the impact of emer-
gency rules on democracy and the
Tule af law. A

It also discussed ways to navi-
gate and overcome crises that
threaten democracy, such as
national security thireats, social
unrest, and political and economic
anstability, and the role of consti-
tutional principles and institutions
in promoting resilience and stabil-
aty during times of crisis.

Senior leader of Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N)
Mohsin Shah Nawaz Ranjha stat-
ed that the Constitution of
Pakistan guaranteed rights to peo-
ple of all"religions anﬁ had taken
nto account all future challenges.

Chairing the first session titled

nstitution in the age nises:
Navigating Challenges.” in the
International Convention as part
of Pakistan’s Golden Jubilee of
the Constitution, he also high
lighted that parliamentary discus-
sions assist in comprehending the
Constitution TNP

Pakistan to release
500 Indian
prisoners, who
completed jail term

KARACHI: Pakistani
authorities have decided to
release 500 Indian prisoners,
499 of them fishe who
have completed their jail
terms.

Indian prisoners will be
released from jails in phases.
Two hundred prisoners will be
released from Malir District
Jail today and will be sent to
Lahore. Edi  Foundation will
facilitate travel of the released
Indian prisoners to Lahore by
train which will be handed
over to Indian authorities at
the Wagah border on Friday
(tomorrow).

Another batch of 200 Indian
fishermen will be released
from Karachi jails on June 02
for repatriation to India.

Third batch of 100 Indian
prisoners will be released from
Jails on July 03 for repatriation
1o their home country.

The fishermen end up to
jails of two neighboring coun-
tries after being arrested for
allegedly violating the marine
borders of Pakistan and India

Pakistan and India regularly
arrest each other’s fishermen
for violating the maritime
boundary, which is poorly
marked [NP

Karnataka Polls: Congress to
win 122-140 seats, BJP 62-80
Seats, predicts survey

BENGALURU: The Congress
is set 1o return 1o power in Indian
state of Karnataka with a clear
majority, securing 122-140 seats
in the state, according to an exit

oll.
P Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which ran a high-voltage
campaign in the southern state, is
likely to finish second with 62-80
seats, the India Today-Axis My
India exit poll showed.

Karnat: recorded a voter
rnout of over 66 per cent in the
Assembly polls on Wednesday,
according ~ to  the Election

Commission

After high-pitch campaigns and
the end of intense vofing in
Karnataka, the fate of over 2,600
candidates in Karnataka ocked
in the electronic voting machines.

Counting of votes for all 224
seats in the Karnataka Legislative
Assembly will take place on May
13 and the outcome 1s likely to be
an indicator of voter sentiment

ahead of national elections expect-
ed by May next year,

According  to _exit polls,
Congress 15 the single largest

rty. There is no question of
coalition with any other party,
especially Janata Dal (Secular),
says Congress leader Jagadish
Shertar i

Most of the exit polls show
Congress ahead of the BIP and
JD(S) may play the role of
maker in case of a hung verd
which is unlikely if exit polls are
10 be believed.

The Chanakya exit poll predicts
Congress to get 120 seats while
BIP will be able 1o register a win
in 92 seats, JD(S) is set to bag 12
seats, it said. o

ndia TV-CNX exit polls gave
the Congress 110-120 seats and
the BIP 80-910 seats. They predict-
ed 20-24 seats for the JD & .

Times Now-ETG exit poll gave
Congress 113 seats and the B.
and JD($) 25.INP

"It just delays and complicates decisions."
ng down

s douses hopes for IMF relief

learly 100 days have passed since the last IMF staiT level mission to Pakistan and the

two sides ave yet to aleg.ne a preliminary deal - a key step to secure the next funding tranche. That is the longest

such gap since at le 8

"The latest developments I\}:elx
The bank recently lowered its 200
tion shock” due to delays in the IMF talks, while
fight double-digit inflation
A

. according to

to-GDP ratio stands at 73
"The IMF has the capa

while foreign exchange reserves at $4.457 billion cover barel
JPMorgan analyst Milo Gunasinghe said little relief was in sight
ampen any prospect of a pol
123 growth forecast for the country from 1.3% to 0.1%
the central bank hiked its key interest rate to a record 21% to

& month's worth of imports,

t while the IMF programme remained stalled
cal breakthrough across both sides,” Milo said.
o and warmed of "stagfla-

1 local zovernment band auction on Wednesday, Pakistan was able to raise only 63 billion rupees ($222 mil-
HonB'a‘ inst a target of 100 billion rupees with the cut-off vield r
The nuclear-armed nation faces the risk of a default unless it rece

3 overnment data as of December.
y and the flexibility to help member counties in a variety of political

ng to nearly 20% for three-year maturities.
s massive support. The gross public debt-

reumstances,”

said Reza Baqir, former central bank governor of Pakistan and global head of sovereign advisory services at

Alvarez and Marsal

“It is usually up to the country to present a credible plan of policies and financing that, in the face of political
uncertainty, will credibly address the members’ balance of payment problems."INP

President condemns
“violent” protests, urges
to remain peaceful

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi strongly con-
demning the “violent” protests after arrest of Chairman
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Tmran Khan in Al-
Qadir Trust Case and devastating of government and
military installations by miscreants has urged the pro-
testors 1o remain peaceful. Taking to his social media
handler twitter on Thursday, the President said that he
was deeply shocked over the prevailing situation in the
country and manhandling of the former prime minister.

Dr_Arif Alvi said the mortalities and property dam.
ages in_the aftermath of protest are heart-wrenching,
regrettable, unfortunate and highly condemnable

“Protest is a constitutional nght of every citizen of

Pakistan but should always remain within"the bounds
of the law,” he added “The way some miscreants have
blic property. particularly government and
ngs, is condemnable,” President Alvi
| lent proposed a re-think and look for
itical solutions, rather than coercion and arrests

“1 have conveyed my concerns to the political and
military leadership and am hopeful that the situation
can improve. | strongly appeal to all citizens of the
country to remain peacetul,” he addedIn a letter
addressed to the PM on Imran Khan's arrest, he said,
“Please do ensure that constitutional rights of Tmran
Khan are not violated and his life is fully secured.”Alvi
said, The Prime Mimster is ubllgcd under the
Constitution and Rules of Business, 1973 to keep me
informed about the current state of affairs in the coun-
try“He wrote, “Your attention is drawn towards the
arrest of Mr. Imran Khan on 9th May, 2023 from the

premises of Islamabad High Cour, the manner in
which it was done and the consequences thereof. 1 and
the people of Pakistan were shocked to see the video
images of the incident which reflect manhandling of a
former Prime Minister who is a %vupular leader and
head of a political party substantially supported by the
cople of Pakistan. The law enforcement agencies
orcibly entered the office where Mr. Imran Khan was
seated while his biometrics were under process, inside
the building of Islamabad High Court.”

“The clumsy hubns in which his arrest was carried
out has tarnished the image of Pakistan in the interna-
tional community, and the enemies of Pakistan are
given an opporuinty 1o mack and portray Pakistan as a
country having little respect for ights of its citizens ™

“All kind u?' cident should not happen with any-
bady, and the justification that such episodes have hap-
pened before does not make them ‘night’ today. The
already tottering economy is badly affected and polar-
ization in society is further exacerbated due to such ill-
conceived and unwarranted incidents as above. Of

rse, he has a large number of followers who were
emotionally charged after watching such scenes of hi

arrest and dragging of their leader by the secunty offi-
cials despite, jured leg due to an assassination
attempt on hi

“The painful event led to attacks by mobs on public
assets including buildings of the Armed Forces 1
that the people have a right to protest but they
remain peaceful and within the bounds of the
law."INP

1,380 miscreants
involved in attack
on 14 buildings
arrested

Punjab

LAHORE: Punjab
olice arrested more than
380 miscreants involyed
in riots and violent activi-
ties across the province
since the last day. The
police spokesperson
issued a siatement on
Wednesday night and
claimed that they have
arrested more than 1380
miscreants involved in the
attack on policemen and
14 government buildings

The police spokesper-
son sad they arrested
more than 435 miscreants
for the violation of the
law. He said the miscre-
ants  seriously injured
more than 145 policé offi-
cers and personnel during
violent acts while more
than 60 vehicles of the
police and  government
departments ere

W
ed and set on fire.
d with the help of
video footage, and CCTV
recordings, the miscreants
are bc:]ng identified and

ameste

The spokesperson said
all the ciminal records of
miscreants  and  law
breachers are  being
entered into their charac-
ter certificate and they
would not be able to get a
visa to foreign countries
or a job. Punjab Dr
Usman Anwar wisited the
ervices Hospital in the
wee hours of the morning
and inquired about offi-
cers and personnel who
were injured due to stone
pelfing and violence by
the protestors. INP

IRSA

releases
136,300
cusecs
water
ISLAMABAD:  The
Indus _River System
Authority (IRSAé’ on
hursday released

136,300 cusecs of wat
from warious rim stations
with an inflow of 118,900
cuses

According to the data
relcased by IRSA. the
water level in River Indus
cla

feet and was
3832 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet
Water inflow and outflow
in the dam were recorded
as 32,500 cusecs and
50,000 cusecs respective-
iy The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam_was 1121.95 feet,
7195 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet
The inflow and cutflow of
water were recorded as
38,300 cusecs and 38,000
Ccusecs respectively INP

losin;
ng inclusive and equal Societies Challenges and Opportunities o
nal convection to commemorate the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations of the Constitution of Pakistan,

Event organized to pay tributes
to nursing community on Int’l
Nursing Day

ISLAMABAD: In_connection with
International Nurses Day to be observed
on Friday (May 12), a colorful event
was organized in_Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) on Thursday to pay trib-
utes to the nursing community for their
invaluable services to the humanity.

Dr Akbar Niazi Teaching Hospital,
Islamabad Medical and Dental College
(IMDC) and Islamabad Nursing College
:IN(é)cgoml_]_\- organized the cer y

A resslr'\‘g _the  participants,
Chairman of the institwtion Dr Ghulam
Akbar Khan Niazi and Managing
Director Yasir Khan said_this day is a
true celebration to recognize the servic-
es of nurses in our beloved country and
across _the globe They said without
improving the nursing care, health sec-
tor cannot be improved

"’.I

spital.

PESHAWAR: IGP Akhtar Hayat Gandapur talking to the media at the police
b

Principal IMDC Prof Dr Syed Irfan
Ahmed. Executive Director ANTH Col
(Retd) Dr Ghulam Mujtaba Abbasi,
Director Dr_Areej Neyazi and Chief
Nursing Officer Riffar Farzana along
with other top management officials
were also present on this occasion.

They acknowledged and appreciated
nurses' dedication, compassion, and
unwavering commitment to provide
exceptional care to the panents.

A large number of students and nurs-
m§| staff of the hospital presented
tableaus and performances on national
songs. A cake cutting ceremony was also
held on this occasion The Chairman and
Managing_Director distnbuted awards
and certificates among nurses in
acknowledgement of their immeasura-
ble contributions in care giving I

At UN, Pakistan slams India’s decision
to hold G20 meetings in Kashmir

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan has
snroniy protested India’s decision to
hold ruuP of 20 meetings in the UN-
recognized disputed termtory of Jammu
and Kashmir later this month, and urged
New Delhi not to misuse its position as
chair of the body of warld's largest
economies to “advance their own
national agenda "

“These  stage-managed events are
designed 1o project a false normaley in
accupied  Jammu ashmir,”
Ambassador Munir Akram
ambassadorial-level mcmn% of the
Group of 77, which now has 134 mem-
bers and is the United Nations' biggest
intergovernmental group of emerging
countries. India currently holds the rotat-
ing year-long presidency of the

is 88110 host a leaders” summit in New
Delhi in early September Wednesday’s
meel

g was convened to hear from
India’s, UN mbassador  Ruchira
Kamboj about the agenda of a series of
meetings leading up to the summit,
which included G20 and Youth 20 meet-
s in Srinagar and in Leh, in the neigh-
bouring region of Ladakh.

“In this cantext,” Ambassador Akram

said, "Pakistan Is obliged to register its
strong protest at India’s decision 1o hold
one or more G-20 meetings in the UN-
recognized disputed terntory of Jammu

Kashmir, which India occupies in
contravention of UN ouncil
resolutions and where the right of self-
determination of the Kashmiri people,
and other fundamental rights, are being
suppressed by an occupation force of
900,000 Indian troops, The Pakistani
envoy reminded delegates of the UN
High' Commissioner for Human Rights,
and over a dozen Special Rapporteurs of
the Human Rights Council, having
asked India for access to Indian-occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir to investigate
reports of gross_ violations of human
i Instead of inviting G-20 delega-
ions,” Ambassador Akram added
“India should aceede to the request of
the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, anﬁ the dozen or more human
rights Special Rapporteurs, and invite
them to occupied Kashmir, provide them
unhindered access to the territory and its
people and thus enable them to observe
and report on the reality of the massive
oppression in Indian TNP

Barter trade system holds key
importance to boost trade
volume: Naveed Qamar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Commerce Syed Naveed Qamar has
emphasized the significance of the
barter trade system for enhancing trade
volume

He was speaking during a Pakistan-
Ethiopia Business Forum nized
the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
Industry (ICCI) at its auditorium on
Thursday during the visit of a high-level
Ethiopian delegation to Islamabad. The
minister for commerce and Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia
Misganu Arega were Chief Guests.
Minister of State for Innovation &
Technology Fauzia Amin and other dig-
nitaries were also present on the occa-

sion

On the oceasion, Syed Naveed Qamar
said that Pakistan is’a potential market
for foreign sectors and urged that the
Ethiopian business delegation should
explore Pakistan for JVs and invest-
ment. He said that Pakistan's Look
Affica palicy would cover the whole of
Africa to improve business relations

with it. He said that Pakistan is going to
launch a B2B Barter Trade Policy and
Ethiopian entrepreneurs should take
advantage of it 1o improve trade with
Pakistan He stressed that private sectors
of both countries should finalize busi-
il 1 siness deals,
He stressed that the assies of both
countries should focus on easy business
visa Rﬂn_hmes to strengthen bilateral trade
ties. Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
of Ethiopia Misganu Arega said that
Ethiopia attaches great importance to
BromonngH business relations _with
akistan. He said that Ethiopia is the
fastest growing economy in Affica and
has made a 10 vears economic develop-
ment plan. He emphasized that Pakistani
investors should explore his country for
investment He said that the direct
fights of Ethiopian airline with Pakistan
would contribute to improve B2B and
P2P relations between both countries
He said that the delegation has found
Pakistan a heaven for commercial and
manufactuning activities IN|




