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No police action at Zaman || ~. 9% "399E=Sl CM Bizenjo approves

Park before expiry of 24-hour || - \f release of funds to pay
deadline: Punjab govt oL bills of newspapers

7th day, 2 trapped miners yet to be
recovered from a mine in Dukki

Hussain Zarkoon, Syed Ali Shah No serious
S SRR SRt TR T ' : notice taken by
e the Balochistan
government
so far

Balochistan’s  Dukki on
Wednesday. Two_hapless coal miners
4

So far, the high ups in the

Balochistan government have not

were trapped inside a mine on May
taken any keen interest to ensure the

when rany water suddenly crm:nd a

coal mine in Dukki
unhurt recovery of the trapped miners
“Where is our government, they

escue operation is still underway
for the last 17 days™, Syed Saboor

should provide trained rescue work-
ers”. Raz Muhammad demanded

(3h0) sl S 1k s e
workers were still unable to recover

Poor working
conditions
claiming

the trapped miners.
“Chances of
precious
human lives

their lives are
bleak”

in mines

Hazardous workiz

“Chances of their lives are bleak™,
inside coal mines of Balocl

Mr. Agha said. Scores of coal miners
and relatives of the miners have been

clammed thousands of precious human
lives. Methane gas blasts and other

ng outside the rmn: Fnr [he recov-
untoward incidents inside mines of

ery of the trapped There are

no trained rescue worl lset's . Peer
Balochistan are almost order of the
day:

Muhammad Kakar, the central leader

of the mines association said
Mr. Kakar lashed out at the coal

Raz Muhammad, one of the coal min- , -rhmE has been no clue of the

:?“5 Ei“m"“d the ordeal of the broken = v > . B trapped coal miners till filling of this

families L - ®

f, t"'- - 5"" report.

"Police have surrounded my house, Imran
Khan says fearing arrest

negligence. “Poor working conditions
for miners”, he lamented.

The family members of the trapped
miners have been suffering through a
dumb agony for the last 17 days. They
have been passing sleepless nights,

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Iml a court later granted him bail Frucm to attack his humt saying “don't
Chairman Imran Khan sald\\’edneida) that Later, addressing his party workers, the this fire any furthe

lice have surrounded his Zaman Pai deposed rime minister — who was His statement uma as the interim
resldence in Lahnre— where he is current- removed from office in April last year —  Punjab government has given a 24-hour

Iy residing — and expressed fears that he
could be faken into custody.

"Probably my last
tweet before my next
arrest. Police has [sic]
surrounded my house,"
the PTI chief
said in a tweet.

Khan was arrested on May @ — the day
the country witnessed deadly protests
the Al-Qadir Trust corrupfion case,

CM Bizenjo approves release of No police action at Zaman
funds to pay bills of newspapers | Park before expiry of 24-hour
R deadline: Punjab govt

QUETTA The Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Abdul Quddus @ ' \ .
Bizenjo has approved the ra?mg of LAHORE: _ Punjab surrounded my house,"
additional funds to pay the dues in 4 caretaker  Information the PTI chief — who was
l\\e rm of newspaper bills while Minister Amir Mir said ousted as the prime min-
ng anather promise made 1o We(lnethw night that the n|%r last year m April —
|he newspaper indusiry. rovingial government said In a tweet

It sh ml\m‘! be noted that on_the as no plans so far of . Mir added (hat Khan is
instructions of the Chiel Minister arresting Pakistan mulms‘pmf
Balochistan, a summary sent by the Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI) always'. The
Balochistan Secretary Information Chairman Imran Mnn tion minister s
Hamza Shafgaat and the Director First let the 24-hour chief was
General of Public Relations deadline expire then the The minister added
(DGPR),  Kamran  Asad  was zovernment will reveal that the pol
approved Imran  Gachki, _the its plans,” the provincial "be condu
Principal Secretary of the Chief minister said d\l"ﬂg an
Minister had assured on_behalf of interview on Geo N
the CM to the editors of the local

attacks on the military

newspapers that the immediate I . g id beft hat. th "Probabl 1

nformation Muhammad Hamza mit the summary for the approval residence before that, the robably my 1ast  jherg)lations on May © —

eohdion of the, problsca: Eg‘c}'e‘:;';‘; Shafagat and DGPR Kamian Asad ~ of the Chief Minister for the release | ~ The deadline expires information said after tweet before my next aro present ai Zaman
were directed to immediately sub-  of additional funds at 2pm on Thursday and  the PTL chief expressed arrest. Police has [sic] park Web Desk

COAS vows ‘orchestrated tragic incidents’ of May 9 won’t be
allowed again “at any cost’

Chief of Army Staff (C Oaﬁ) (renera\ Asim Munir vowed on Wednesday
that all those responsible for “bringing shame (o the nation on the Blac
Day of May 9™ vu\l babmuLhI lojusuce and that such “orchestrated trag-
ic mc\dems would never be allowed again at any cost.

Accordi mﬁ to a_press release issued by the Inler-Serwces Public
Relations (ISPR), the arm chm made the remarks during a visit to the
Sialkot Garrison, where he was received by Commander Gujranwala

orps
e military’s media wing said that the COAS, upon amival, laid floral
wreaths at the Martyrs’ Monument and paid rich tribute to the shuhada
(martyrs) who sacrificed their lives for the pride, honour and dignity of the
nation. |

“The martyrs have been promised the highest abode in the life hereafter
and shall continue to maintain the highest levels of respect amongst the
people of Pakistan.

he State of Paki
Shuhada and their
them and their supreme saci
ISPR statement quoted the army f

Gen Munir further stated that no one would be allowed to disrespect the 8
martyrs and their monuments, “They are a source of inspiration and pride
for the rank and file of the armed forces, law enforcement agencies, gov-

that if the police come with a search war-  deadline to the PTI to hand over the
rant to carry out an operation at his Zaman  "30-40 terrorists that have taken refuge”

Park residence, he would not put up resist-  at the Former prime minister's Zaman
ance against them Park residence 1o the palice.

“I have just heard that 40 terrorists “PTI should handover these (urcnsl:x
are hiding at my residence. Please do  or the law will take its course,” said
come here [but] in a clvlhsed manner Caretaker Information Minister Aamir
and don’t attempt to sto Tes Mir while addressing a press conference
dence,” he said while addrusmg ms in Lahore earlier today. He also added
<uPaner‘i that the government was aware about

f 40 terrorists are present at my the presence of these "terrorists” as it
house, then my life is also in danger. had credible intelligence reports "The
Please car y out a search operation but mclhuance report that has come is very
tell me the names of terrorists and we :ﬂﬁ[mmg said Mir He added that the
will show you our entire house.” agencies were able to confirm the pres-

He alse wamned against using the ence of the "terrorists" in Zamau Park
search operation against terrorists as a  through geo-fencing Web

wi

has
that 30-40 "terroris|
who were involved in the

no action would be taken  fears thal he would be
at Khan's Zaman Park amested

% emnment officials and the people of Pakistan.”
le underscored that the recently planned and orchestrated tragic inci-
dents would never be allowed again at any cost.
The army cluef E]SO appreciated the under-command formations for
their hard work, devation, high morale and professionalism
“During his m(eracuon wnll officers and troops, COAS stressed upon
maintaimng focus on the army’s professionalism m\d preparedness to deal
with complex interal and external security challenges including propa-
ganda warfare,” the military’s media wing added.
The ISPR statement is the most recent among several condemnations,
\ssuad both by
the ut.nts uf

the army and the government, that have emerged following
ay 9 — the day FTI Chairman Imran Khan was arrested.

ran was arrested by the National Accountability Burea
with tlu. hdp of the paramilitary Rangers at the Islamabad High Court in
the Al Qadir Trusl case — a development that sparked countrywide
protests amid incidents of vandalism and violence Following the episode.
the military has od three statements in relevance to May 9 events,
the first one terming the day a “dark chapter™ in the wunln s history 1
second statement issued last “Lc tht. army said it “will not tolerdte ai
further attempt of violating t ctity and security of its installations or
vandalism™ and resolved 1o bm\b 1o justice all o : “planneh abetters,
instigators and executors of [the] vandalism™ Web Desk

an and Armed Forces will always maintain all
very high esteem and continue o_honour
s witl u(mus[ respect and the
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Destination of electables is PPP
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in Balochistan nowadays

The Pakistan Peoples Parl s
ing the general elections of 2018 in Balochistan is final
commonly called the ever-green and influential politi

(PPP). which failed to wlm a sing|

back: Electables
ns have been joi

ing the party for last more than a month. The seismic political shift in

Balochistan is nothing new. Switching of layalties an

changing political

parties normally take a place before every general election in the pravinee,
which covers half of the country in terms of area

Winds of change blowing in
“Winds of change are o
ges and cities of the provinge these days. Earlier this TNL i

) wath electables joining the rel

notion in

was the Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam

alochistan

lowing m Balochistan”, 15 a commonly held

party. However, PPP filled the vacuum.

121005

Asif Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan because of crowds join-

inﬁl_:hc party

P supremo Asif Ali Zardari has no time to wvisit Balochistan to

announce the

joming_of the electables because of the rus ¢

electables/evergreen politicians thronged the Bilawal House in Karachi and

started joining the
there

PP and the party leaders preferred to receive them

Former federal mimster Sardar Fateh Muhammad Muhammad Hassam,

his son Umair Muhammad Hassani, Nawabzada Jamal Raisan
Nawabzada Siraj Raisani, former

alochistan Minister, Tah

the son of
Mehmood

Khan, Mir Mchyuddin Baloch, the former central leader of the Baloch
Students Orgamzation (BSO), Mir Fareed Raisam and others joined the
arty in Karachi Three former provincial ministers including Mir Zahoor
uledi, Saleem Khan Khose and Arif Jan Muhammad Hassani have already

Jjoined the party.

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bnnﬁulmi also joined the PPP
ul

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bang

za1 who 15 likely to contest elections against

former Chief Mimister Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisan: m Mastung has

also jomed PPP.

As the ruling' Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) nears its permanent col-

T_lgfse. its leaders and workers have started joining other
e

L]
=k

cal parties.

BAP, which emerged as the largest rnr]\umemaw party prior to the
1

2018 general elections has pra_ut.ualJB
Mir Quddus Bizenjo, and president Ja

€0

other political parties for joining
lespite ruling the province for five years, currently, none owns the party
and gradually everyone parts ways with it

apsed sincé its incumbent CM
i Kamal Khan are in contact with

Indus Waters Treaty under
threat: Part - 111

Shafqut Kakakhel

Pakistan's rejection of
the Indian govemnment’s
call for negoliations — on
modifying the  Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) -
made on January 25
through the Indus
Commission was fully jus-
tified

The trealy, comprising
twelve short articles and
eight long annexes elabo-
ratng the kev features of
the agreement, had been
finalized over nearly six
years of pamnstaking nego-
tations  backstopped gh:

competent  Indian  and
Pakistami  experis  and
hydrologists comi

sioned by the World Bank
The jewel in the IWT’s
crown is the dispute settle-
ment mechanism consist-
ing of bilateral talks and
third party arbitration

The treaty defines the
rights of the two parties
over the rivers of the Indus
Basin: it does not sufler
from ambiguity or any
other flaw, This explains
why experts taking part in
Track 2 discussions on
issues related to the Indus
River Basin have invari-
ably called on the parties 10
explore arrangements (o
build up cn, nol renegoti-
ate, the W

deed unforiunate

India and Pakistan through
the Indus Commission on

1 is

issues related 1o the Indus
River Basin have focused
onlv on the Indian
hydropower projects on the
western  rivers. The
Intergovemmental  Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC)

the most authoritative
body for assessing the risks
posed by climate change
and measures 1o address
them — has documented the
profound effects of global
warming on the quanti
and quality of fresh water,
mcluding” in the Indus
Basin which is fed by the
highly climate vulnerable
glaciers and  monsoon
rains

The Kathmandu- based
International Centre for
Integrated Maountain
Development  (ICIMOD)
has also compiled reparis
on the negative conse-
quences of climate change
on Pakistan’s water, food,
energ 1l health securin
Despite these wamings, the
magor riparians  of the
Indus Basin have never
discussed climate change
related issues ;

As noted in the earlier
pans of this essay, India’s
mayve might
sinister designs. 1t mi
use Pakistan's refusal to
|we::isuwulc the IWT to pro-
ceed with a unilateral
renunciation of its obliga-
tions under the agreement
conceming the construc-
tion of hydropower plants
on the wesiern (Pakistani)
rivers  and  securing

Pakistan’s prior consent
before building the power
lants. Indian  officials
ave frequently spoken
about tuming the Chenab
Valley mnto a Valley of
Dams!

Pakistan should proac-
tively suggesl measures for
promoling enhanced com-
munications belween the
Indus  commissioners,
including the wse of the
intemet — especially Zoom
— for speedier transmission
of information  and
exchange of views.

In definin; ropi-
afe sirategy o forestall
MNew Delhi's  designs
against its core transbound-
ary mierests and concems,
Pakistan should examine
the suggestions made by
scores of Indian  and
Pakistani politicians,
retired diplomats, water
resources  and climaie
experts, and economists
during half a dozen Track 2
dialogues sponsored and
supported by friendly third
party countries or orgami-
zations funded by them.
Almost all the discussions
were prompled by recur-
ring reporis on the impaci
of climate change on fresh-
water  resources  but
addressed  all rolevant
issues. Four Track 2
logues merit recognition
and consideration of the
recommendations  devel-
oped by their paricipants.
One, discussions_ spon-
sored by the Stimson

Ceater, Washington DC, in
collaboration — with  the
Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI),
Islamabad ~ and  the
Observer Research
Organization (ORF), New
Delhi. The report of the
dialogue titled
‘Connecting the Drops: An
Indl in Roadmap o
Cross-Border ater
Research, Data Sharing,
and Policy Coordination’,
published by the Snmson
Center and  SDPI in
February 2013

Two, discussions con-
vened by the Delhi-based
Cenwre for Dialogue and
Reconciliation (CDR) and
the Islamabad-  hased
Jinnah Institute. The report
of the dialogue. ‘Indus
River Basin® Common
Concerns _ and  The
Roadmap for Resclution”,
was edited by Prof Shakil
Romshoo and published by
CDR in March 2012

Three, discussions
arganized by the DC-based
Atlantic Council’s South
Asia Center in conperation
with Indian and Pakistani
politicians and organiza-
lions. The report of the dis-
cussions, titled
“India-Pakistan Water
Cooperation  Track 2
Dialogue’. was published
by the Atlantic Council in
2014.Four. discussions of
the Task Force on Climate
Change set up by the co-
Ejmus 5 the
haophrava Dialogue held

in Bangkok. The repont of
the discussions, ‘Report of
the Chaophrava Dialogue
Task on Climate
Change’, was published by
the Jinnah Institute in
October 2017.

The key recommenda-
tions forged by the afore-
mentioned Track 2 dia-
logues include the follow-
ing: one, joint research
studies by Indian and
Pakistani _experts on the
impacts of chimate change
on waler resources, includ-
ing the Himalaya-
Karakoram-Hindukush
(HKH) glaciers, in collabo-
ration with scientific agen-
cies and nstitutions in the
US, China, and Europe
with satellite-based remote
sensing capacity, to gener-
ate_and disseminate non-
politicized, reliable data on
alacial melting trends.

Two, siudy 10 probe the
reasons for the diminishing
water availability upstream
in India, resulling in
reduced water flowing into
Pakistan. Three, enhanced
preparedness for. and man-
agement of.  climate-
induced extreme evenls,
including glactal lake out-
burst floods (GLOFS).

Four, joint monitoring of
e HEH glaciers, in col-
laboration~ with relevant
regional and international
agencies, including the
International Centre for
Integrated Mountain
Development (ICTMOD)
based in Kathmandu,

The G20 conundrum

Amanat Ali Chandhry

The mee[m% of foreign
ministers belonging 1o
the G20 countries, held in
India, ended without pro-
ducing a consensus state-
ment.” It is the second
occasion in a span of two
weeks when Lllm. : GEL)
grouy isplaye
seemingly unbrld%eabte
differences over the
wording of the joint com-
munique vis-a-vis the
Russian-Ukraine
imbroglio.

_ As expected, "
ings of foreign ministers
and finance ministers and
the chiefs of the central
banks were dominated by
the divergent positions on
the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine ~ war. Despite
host India’s best elorts to
bring the opposing par-
ties around the Bali joint
statement,  China "and
Russia refused to budge
from_their position that
the G20 forum could not
be used for a discussion
cal matters.

e impasse led India
to release the Chair’s
summary and outcome
document, whic
summed up the two days
of talks and mentioned
disagreements The dis.
cussions_largely focused
on the disruption of the
global supply chains, the
impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war on food, and
energy prices and nsks to
financial stability as well
as enhanced ‘fragilities’
in the elobal econnmy

The outcome statement
also noted the differences
in the positions of the
partici counliies o
the kraine war
but claimed to have made

progress. The highlight
of the foreign ministers.
moot was an unexpected
and unplanned meetin;
between US Secretary ol
State Antony Blinken and
his Russian counterpart,
ergel Lavarov, on the
sidelines of the main
event.

The interaction lasted
for 10 minutes and only
served to reiterate the
alreadr known positions.
of both the countries Mr
Blinken, however, invit-
ed Russia to rejoin the
New Start nuclear treaty
and urged Moscow to
release an ex-US Marine
from detention

Speaking on the failure
of the GZ0 meeting to
issue a joint commu-

i Indian External

Minister 8
Jaishankar, stated, “There
was a large number of
issues where there was
agreement: multilateral-
ism, food and energy
securily, climate chanEe
ﬁender issues, g%o al

ealth, terrorism  There
‘was a considerable meet-
ing of minds. If we had a
perfect meeting of minds,
we could have had a col-
lective but

le the Western
nations and the US were
unequivocal in their con-
demnation of the war and
held Mascow respansible
for it, India adopted a
neutral stance by refusing

to ferm the  Russian
action as an act of aggres-
sion and called Tor a
diplomatic solution. In

recent months, New
Delhi has sharply boost-
ed its oil supplies from
Russia working
around the Western sanc-

tions against Moscow.

Tl anese finance
minister aptly described
the state of G20 parleys
escalating  wa
when he said “It's

ecoming difficult for the
G20 to engage i a con-
siructive scussion
because of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, which is
an act that shakes the
foundations of the global
rder”

The  disagreements
also manifested them-
selves on debt restructur-
ing for the distressed
economies during an IMF
meeting with the Gl
countries on the sidelines
of the finance ministi‘rﬂs'

moot While
Managing Director
Kristalina  Georgiev,

talked of “a commitment
to bridge differences for
the benefit of countries,

the fact remains that the
meeting, which was an
exercise in organizational
conduct, merely.
scratched the surface of
the globally explosive
issue_ of debt without
agrecing on any “deliver-

ables

As  blame  game
appeared to be a pre-
ferred course of action
among  the = member
states.” developing coun-
tries continue to be hit
hard by the soaring debt
levels and the accompa-
nying difficulties for their
citizens.

Chinese Finance
Minister Liu Kun asked
the world and IFIs to
actively participate in the
debt relief measures by
taking a larger haircut. A
more detailed response
was offered by the
Chinese foreign mini

istry
official who said, "China

takes the debt issue of
deue\n{]}m_ﬂ, countries
seriously and_supports
relevant financial institu-
tions to put forward solu-
i

Tt is our consistent
stance that multilateral
financial institutions and
commercial  creditors,
which hold the bulk of
the debt of developing
countries, should partici-
pate in the debt relief
efforts,” he added

Of late the Western
eriticism of Beijing has
mounted in  view of
China being one of the
largest bilateral creditors
whereby the 3 has
emphasized that “we
need to see eredible and
specific assurances that
§.mm) will meet the
MF standard of debt

at the out-
come of two ministerial
level interactions among
the G20 countries, il
becomes certain that the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war is determining the
state_ of the world and
shaping (b beliaviour of
states. The repeated fail-
ure of the G20 to agree to
a joint statement speaks
to the wide gull and
dee{e ning divisions that
mark the present world
order While the agenda
for multilateral oruaniza-
tions such as G20 contin-
ues to become ambitious
hr the day, given that
challenges " such as cli-
mate-induced and natural
disasters are complicat-
ing the state of the world,
there is a_disproportion-
ate lack of determination
and willingness on the
part of the member coun-
tries to sort things out,

As the events playing

out at the two consecu-
tive meetings of G20 in
2022 and 2023 indicated,
the ability of world lead-
ers 1o cralt a consensus is
on the decline Rising
geo-strategic tensions are
sure to mark the conduct
of multinational group-
ings like the G20 in the
months _and years 1o

me. Going “Forward,
confrontation, ol Coop-
eration, will likely shape
the interaction and mode
of engagement

This presents an added
challenge of relevance
and effectiveness to mul-
tilateral  bodies  and
organizations ai a fime
when the Western propo-
nents of globalization
revert (o the cocoon of
nationalism. The sight of
the international plat-
‘orms serving as an arena
of rivalry will further
erode the already dimin-
ished trust of the world

Most experts predict
that  business-as-usual
will become a new nor-
mal, as the G20 will
muddle through —
each meeting witnessing
the playing out of con-
flicting positions.
Consefisus  on global
issues will be hard to
come by, As progress on
the expanded agenda gets

impeded in_such a_sce-
nario, there is a possibili-
ty that a trimmed agenda

nay become the focus of
discussions, further nar-
rowing focus.

It reflects poorly on the
quality of the global lead-
ership to be able to sit
across the table and navi-
gate through the crises in
a spirit of cooperation.

iith deepening schisms,
the future looks increas-
ingly bleak

Perfect gridlock

akistan gives
a look of a per-
fect gridlock
today. The 11-
~ month-old
coalition government led
b Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PTi led by sacked prime
minister Imran Khan con-
tinue to pull in the oppo-
site directions, tearing
apart all state institutions
and leaving no middle
ground .
The usual arbiters, the
{!\dwmry and the estab-
ishment, burdened by
follies of their own past,
are not able to mediate,
put the fire out or suggest
any solutions. The media
too has become 2 victim
of this extreme polanza-
tion, many of them wear-
ing the slants of the war-
nng camps. 1t feels like
two Fast trains, with failed
brakes, speeding from
site directions on the
same track. Will there be
a collision or will some-
thing happen at the last
minute 10 avoid the colli-
sion?

It is clear that the rem-
nants of Project Imran are
very much there in the
system, despite the for-
mal announcement of the
abortion of the Pro'ect
The controversia dlem-
sion of the Supreme
Court on the interpreta-
tion of Article 63A of the
constitution  create
snowball effect leading to
the dismantling of the
nascent Hamza Shehbaz
government and the elec-
tion of Pervez Elahi as the
chief minister of Punjab
The controversial de

ing o v
many legal experts, paved
the way for Imran Khan
to force both the chief

ministers of Punjab as

well  as hyber
Pakhtunkhwa as a pres-
sure lever 1o orce

Islamabad to go for early
elections

With_the IMF agree-
ment still not inked, infla-
tion touching the skies,
in rate at one of the
highest levels ever, the
economy slowing down.
and unemployment and
poverty skyrocketing, the
coalition parties are unde-
cided on how 1o go about
early provincial elections
in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

More than the early
polls, they are worri
about the fact that if the
PTL sweeps these two
provinces — with 80 per
cent of the electorate —
the governments that will
be formed there will be
there for five years
Which would mean that.
come October. they will
have all the tools "avail-
able at their di l 10

the National
Assembly elections in
their favour,
impossible
Election Commission to
hold free and fair elec-
tions as guaranteed under
Article 718 of the consti-
ttion.Imran_ Khan has
tried to influence and
e_niage the security estab-
lishment all the while
maligning it almost on a
daily basis. His recent
outburst blqnlln% key
security officials for his
musder conspracy &
extending an olive branch
to the army chief at the
same time will not have
gone well. Meanwhile, he
is to appear in dozens of
court cases at different
tiers of the court system
involving civil and crimi-
nal matters. Imran is suc-

By Murtaza Solangi
cessfully  using  his
alleged murder plot to
avoid the judicial process
and avoid a conviction so
as to make himself avail-
able for the next elec-
tions,

Despite having enough
legal, constitutional,
nomic and security re
sons to delay the provin-
cial elections in q"un ab

Khyber
the

and the
Pakhtunkhwa,
Islamabad government as
well as the ECP have not
advocated the case for
holding al ions in
October across Pakistan
either in the courts or the
courts of public opinion
forcefully. The Islamabad
overnment  today  is
%QOLing and acting like
sleepwalkers,  slowly
\tyal}gmg towards  elec-
tions in Pumjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in &
zombie-like state.

It is crystal clear that
amid an_economic melt-

tions, insurgency
across  Pakistan,
provincial elections and
their results will act like a
catalyst to igs her
political instability,
affecting the upcoming
National” Assembly elec-
tions in October as well
This is a perfeet gridlock
created by decades-long
flawed policies of the
state and the miserable
failure of Project Imran
that was nurtured over
more than a decade.
Regardless who
wins " in the elections
scheduled for the next
month, the results will not
c by the Tosing
same goes for
ihe s due n
October this year No
matter who wins the
National Assembly

Who controls

By Dr Shahnaz Khan

The country’s econom-
ic situation 18 deteniorat-

50
ta
friendly countries for
money.

This situation has been
in  the ma'lrlg or
decades, and it became
more acute due to the
Covid-19 pandemic_and
the current geopolitical
situation. But
was on a_shaky oround
much before thal, The
facus of the government,
the media and most econ-
omists is on_the present,
but no one is offering a
long-term solution.

e economy, in its
essence, is a system of
producing and distribut-
mg wealth, and this 15
closely intertwined with
the political system. Its
overarching goal should
be the wellbeing of peo-
ple, ensunng equal access
ta resources and opportu-

nities for all citizens
regardless of race, reli-
wion, ethnicity, language.
gender, etc.

_ 1fwe want a more egal-
itarian sociefy and desire
to become a self-reliant,
debt-free nation, we have
to bring a paradigm shift
in our thinking and
approach — one that
involves reorganizing the
economy _and politics.
Some difficull questions
have to be asked, no mat-
ter how disruptive to the
current order they may

€.

The fundamental ques-
tion is who is oomré\lmg
all means of generating
wealth — or means of pro-
duction — in Pakistan and

who makes decisions on
how this wealth 1s distrib-
ut In our country’s
context, the most impor-
tant means of production
is lan

Pakistan is nothing but
a piece of land which 1s
home to some 230 mil-
lion people Land is not
only the source of food,
but it also contains gas,
i, precious
metals/stones and _other
natural resources Rivers
ow on it. There are lakes
and underground water.
We build mus:eti infra-
structure for public use,
education  mstitutions,
‘hus ntals, parks, etc on
an

In Pakistan, not only is
land up for sale but its
awnership too 15 concen-
trated in a few hands._ Itis
used for speculation, a
cheap and less risky wa
to become nch — wh]ci
may increase GDP and
lock good on financial
statements, but it actually
hurts the country and the
economy 1n the long run
Pakistan’s colonial legacy
has also imparted af]'dpd
power 1o land ownership,
causing oppression and
exploitation of people. [f
a powerful rich class is
allowed to own as much
land as it wants, what will
happenq to the rest of the

people "

_Trl’wn there are facto-
ries, large businesses,
companies invalved in
imports/exports, banks,
insurance anies,
large media houses, even
education institutions and
healthcare facilities, and
large transport- and con-
struction-affiliated busi-
nesses. A small group of
elite controls all these and
there is monopolization

and mafia-like behaviour
in most sectors. This
gives them the power to
control political decision-
making and the economy,
which is a root cause of
the dire situation we find
ourselves in

As long as this contin-
ues, there is no hope for
long-term economic sta-
bility, industralization,
freedom from debt or
ending poverty. The first
step in the right direc
15 the abolibon of the
remnants of the feudal
system  Abolishing feu-
dalism will free up not
Just the land but the peo-
ple’s potential — so cru-
cial to progress. But it is
only possible if there is a
countrywide mass move-
ment against i, as the
land-owning class is quite
powerful.

In urban settings, land
mafias have ta be dealt
with.  Some important
questions are: should we
continue to build posh
luxury housing societies
when housing shortage
for middle- and lower-
income groups is reach-
ing critical levels? Should
people be allowed to own
as many houses as they
can buy or more than
ther needs? 1 believe
there is a need for a com-
prehensive land policy,
taking into account food
and other needs of peo-
ple. Land should be treat-
ed as a_sirategic asset
instead of a commaodity to
be bought and sold in the

arket.

The next question is
the role of the state in the
cconomy. For the past
few decades, a neoliberal
agend has been imposed
unchallensed by _slobal
capital through institu-

wealth?

tions like the IMF and the
World Bank. The state’s
role has been_ eliminated
TOm . economic manage-
ment except for interven-
ing on behalf of capital
ists, when they get in
trouble. They tell us that
markets _are’ self-regulat-
ing, their actions are in
the best interests of con-
sumers, state regulations
are bad for the economy
as well as society, the
state_has no business in
running  businesses  or
providing services to the
public, “and all state-
owned enterprises should
be privatized. etc. But in
practice, this has been
proven deadly for the
poor, especially in poor
COUNtries,

The lessons from other
developing countries are
that without state inter-
vention, countries cannot
achieve their goals. Even
in developed countries,
the state adopted this
strategy in the initial
stages of development
So, in Pakistan, the state
will have to play an
active role and control the,
commanding heights o
the economy -
which are strategic to the
country’s survival, secu-
rity_ and progress. Some
of these areas are heavy
industry, energy sector,
natural “resources, educa-
tion, healtheare, housing
and transport.
thout industrializa-
tion, Pakistan has
future. But this will not
happen without the state’s
active intervention, The
state will have to take
control, puide, facilitate,
regulate and monitor. It
cannot be left to the pri
vate sector, which in
Pakistan 15 used 1o living

on state subsidies and
maintaining a privileged
status. It has neither the
capacity nor the will o
set up’ what is needed.
The sole purpose of
vate_investors is to make
profit, not to provide
service to xeople or think
about  the = country’s
Progress.

e other areas crucial
for economic strength in
the long run are human
development — especially.

the youth - role of
women 1n the economy.
and population control
Economic experts and
politicians  who  share
their thoughts i the
media give the impres-
sion that the economy is
Just numbers, GP, dollar

price, foreign reserv
exports,  imports,
Hardly —anyone talks

about what needs to be
done behind the scenes
for sustainable economic
growth.

Human development,
with & special_fogus on
young people, is the sin-
gle most important factor
o put Pakistan on the
road to economic self-
sufficiency. This trans-
lates int0 creating a
warld-class education
system, which promotes
not only technical skills
but_also soft skills like
critical thinking, ova-
tiom, problem  solving,
tolerance, open-minded-
ness, and debate and dis-
cussion o resolve differ-
ences This has not hap-
pened up till now because
the empowered educated
youth is a potential threat
to the | of the

Reviewing Pakistan’s

climate action

tis gratifying
to see_that the

I

o
emerged as an important
national security forum,
will address the

tation to the impacts of
climate change on the
national economy, human
security, and eculog‘\n
Four, climate change
governance comprising
institutions operating al
national and sub- national
levels for pol-

fgat Kakakhel

rural areas, the heads of
our provincial govern-
ments and autonomous
regions  seldom  speak
about climate change.
However, with the support
of domestic and external
ﬁirtners the pravinces

mpre-

threat of climate change at
its third session L v
Federal Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman,
a panel of eminent
Pakistani and foreign
experts will discuss vari-
ous aspects of the global
climate crisis and its rami-
fications  for Pakistan
This article attempts to
present a broad- brushed
tour d' horizon of
Pakistan’s climate change
agenda

The robustness of a
country’s climate action is
predicated on five essen-
tial prerequisites, noted

elow:
One, a political com-
mitment by the national
leadership to su
efforts of the international
community to address the
looming ‘climate emer-
ency and renforce the
resilience of the key eco-
nomic sectors, the citi-

adapt to
impacts of an increasingl)
volatile climate throug!
policies implemented in
collaboration  with  all
stakeholders.

Two, active participa-
tion in regional and globa
discourses for forging
consensus on the climate
change challenges and

onses

hree,  development
and of

iy formulation, Iand
action, as well as periodic
review and monitoring of
progress  achieved ~ or
missed, resource mobi-
lization; and

Five, resources (techni-
cal. technological, finan-
cial and human) mobi-
hzed from domestic and
external sources and opti-
mally deployed.

Let’s see how Pakistan
fares with regard to the
aforementioned criteria

High-level  political
commitment: The
National Security Poli

of Pakistan (NSF) (2023~
2026) refers to Pakistan’
acute vulnerability to cli-
mate change and pro-
claims the objective of “a
climate resilient Pakistan
that priontizes climate
adaptation,  sustainable
water management and
disaster management”, 11
aims to achieve the water,
food, health, and energy
security of Pakistan

In recent years our lead-
ers have ‘attended the
annual climate change
summits convened br the
UN secretary-general and
reiterated Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the global cli-
mate_goals enshrined in
the Paris Agreement and
elaborated by the annual
climate conferences (aka
COPs). Their statements

ruling class on economy
and politics No nation
can progress by keeping
women

policies and plans of
action for contributing to
the realization of the glob-
al agenda as well as adap-

ome

Although the effects of
chimate change must be
tackled in ~ Pakistan’s
coastal regions, cities and

ve comy
hensive climate change
policies. The implementa-
tion of those blueprints
s been uneven, though
The provincial govern-
ments say they lack the
cial  and  human
capacities to develop and
implement climate change
policies.
Participation in regional
and ]gl(l al conferences
Our leaders’ participation
in global climate meetings
as been mentioned earli-
er Tragically the main
regional cooperation
organization, the South
sian - Association  for
Regional  Cooperation
{Saarc) has become dor-
mant since India scuttled
the 16th Saare Summit
due to be hosted by
Pakistan in_Islamabad in
November 2016. The envi-
ronment mimnisters who
had played an important
role in catalyzing regional
climate change initiatives
nve so become
silent The South Asia
Cooperative Environment
Programme (SACEP} has
beeri doing useful work
but lacks political clout,
Policies and strategies
for action at federal and
TOVINC: evels: The
limate Change Policy
of Pakistan ~ (NCCP)
issued in 2012 and its
updated version released
in 2022 contain scores of
policy initiatives con-
cerning mitigation,
adaptation and capacity
development
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PDMA prepares
comprehensive heat
wave action plan in KP

PESHAWAR The
Provincial Disaster
Management  Authority

(PDMA) under the guid-
ance a
Rehabilitation
Settlement Department,
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
(KP)  on  Wednesday
unveiled a comprehen-
sive heat wave action
plan 2023 to mitigate the
impacts of extreme heat
in the province,

he plan designed con-
sidering the adverse
effects of climate change
and rising temperatures,
assigns clear roles and

reslmjmhulmﬁ‘ to all
stakeholders to ensure
citizens' health, safety,
infrastructure, and forest
protection,

The Heat Wave Action
Plan was developed with
the consultations of rele-
vant stakeholders and an
analysis_of past experi-
ences of heat waves in the
provinge.

The plan emphasizes
the importance of aware-
ness campaigns to edu-
cate citizens about pre-
veniive measures agamnst
heat stroke and other
heat-related illnesses.

According  to  the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) sea-
sonal outlock, tempera-
tures were e\pectcu to be
slightly above normal
the “upcoming  two
months With_the antici-
pated rise in tempera
tures, the general public
is advised 10 take neces-
sary precawtions to avord
heat  stroke.To protect
oneself from heat stroke
and other heat-related ail-
ments during (he heal
wave period AA
advises the massc-s to
drink plenty IN

Senate Body decides to
hold pre-budget
meetings with
stakeholders

ISLAMABAD:  The
meeting _of  Senate
Standing Committee on
Finance and Revenue
held at Parliament House
on Wednesday under the
chair_of Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla has decided
to hold pre-budget meet-
ings along with all the
refevant siake holders in
order to restart the declin-
mL economy of the coun-

‘aenamr Saadia Abbasi
recommended to hold
meetings calling upon all
the stakeholders and to
hear their suggestions and
concerns to be ncorpo-
rated in_the upcoming
budget. The committee
endarsed this view point
and the meetings are like-
Iy to be commenced from
next week,

Earlier in the meeting
the point of public impor-
tance raised by Senator
Rana  Mehmood Ul
Hassan_regarding sugar
srnu?glmg was &'\s osed

was observed that
the member concerned
has not shown atiendance
twice besides, ample dis-
cussions has been made
on smugeling and the
Prime Minister has also
taken initiative on the

KARACHI: Shazia Marri Federal Mi
Social Safety and Chairperson Benagi
addressing the press conference .

same, therefore the matter
was disposed of

Briefing by the SECP
on media reports regard-
ing proposed amen
ments to_Non-Banking
Finance Companies and
Notified Entities
Regulations pro?oslnj, to
increase its
AMC’s by over 350 % 1o
the original level, which

was reduce
detailed deliberations by
SECP policy hoard in FY
20 was also taken up. The
SECP officials said that
there is no media reports
in their knowledge. 11 was
briefed that the policy
board has the power and
mandate to specify fees
chargeahle by the SECP
and §ECPm|pIL“ants the
fees as approved by the
olicy board. It~ was
tiefed that the policy
board of the SECP along
with other private mem-
bers  comprises  of
Secretary Finance
Division, Secretary Law,
Secretary Commerce and
Deputy Governor State
Bank who are permanent
members. It was apprised
that the rates of fees have
been revised to the level
of 2019 afier detailed
deliberation and careful

anal\'sxs in the financial
ion and autonomy of

P I| is not an
increase but a reversion’
the official remarked and
said that the amendments
have been made after
detailed deliberation with
mdus(r\-‘ stake holders
includi UFAP. It was
also demred that SECP is
only charging annual fee
from mutual  funds
whereas in other jurisdic:
tions multiple feé includ-
ing_ approval of funds,
registration  of fund.
annual fees, filing fees
are also imposed

The commitiee while
taking briefing on the
erypto currency debated
that may bhe some
momentary speculative
mains be associated with
crypto currency trading
but there are no substan-
tial National-level eco-
omic benefits. The SBP
official said that keeping
in view number of frauds
reported lhmuglh uel to
currency including

2 billion fraud in (urkeg

an exchange named

ﬁmdu and losses of
billion dollars , the seh-
ond  largest  crypro
exchange bankruptey in
November 2022 INP

ister for Poverty Alleviation &
Income Support Program

Adapting new technologies,
SECP amends NBFC

ISLAMABAD, . The
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), with a view to
promaote the development
of the digital financial
environment and finan-
cial inclusion has revised
the Non-Banking Finance
Companies ‘vndb\muﬁed
E,nulm Regulations,

¢ SECP has carried

outa thnmugl\ analysis of
current regulations  to
remaove redundancies and
exercised broad public
consultation to plopose
amendments in the regu-
lations. The focus was ta
address market reguire-
ments, provide ease of
dolm, business through
ion, and ro(e»[

Regulations

are designed 10 make it
casier for digital (cch-
nologies to be used
order to increase a(uss\
bility, efficacy, and cost-
effectiveness
Amendments  have
been introduced to ensure
AMCs will inform unit
holders of account activi-
ty and keep client mrur-
mation confidential,
well as a time frame Fur
dividend _distributions
and provisions for bor-
rower protection for lend-
ing NBFCs have been
introduced .
Investment  Advisors
are allowed to offer port-
folio management servic-
es ta any investor, but
must formulate a risk

|he interests of
customers,

Tor the introduction of
digital fund management,
Tending platforms. and
ces, enabling
prov have been
e - THese iprisions

policy mld
contingency
appm\ed hy their Bnmd
of Directors for better
risk management,
accountability. board
oversight, and client pro-
tection
Non-deposit-taking

NBFCs have been given
greater _flexibility in
determining their ‘expo-
sure hm\lx as the total

of 100% of equity has
been removed
dditionally, ne

cenced Ierldmu. NBFCs
have been given one year
to meet the minimum
imvestment requirement
in their core businesses
Further, the time 1o file
CEO  applications has
been extended from 10
day: s 10 30 days.
he procedures have
been sm\phﬁed by elimi-
nating redundant provi-
sions and expressions and
introducing a consolidat-
ed fit and proper criteri-
on, affidavit, or undertak-
eapplmaunn of Fit
Proper Carteria has
been made necessary for
sension 1ur-<| mandgers
SECP believes lhtbl,
amendments will create a
mare conducive IN

BANGKOK: Federal N

nister for Energy, Khurram Dastgir addressing the

Future Energy Asia Conference 2023 organised by USAID.

Taxing banking withdrawals to be
last nail in coffin of sinking

economy: Atif Ikram

ISLAMABAD: Former Vice lel bankin;

system against the
decision of imposing withhold-

while many among the filers do

Shujaat
demands to ban
PTI for its
anti-army

agenda

LAHORE: President Pakistan
Muslim League Quaid-i-Azam
(PML-0)  Chaudhary Shujaat
Hussain has demanded to impose a
ban on Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) for its anti-army agenda.

In a statement on Wednesday, he
said that whoever speaks against
COAS General Asim Munir equals
to speaking against Pakistan and
those who are involved in this
must be punished for their crime
and he will be punished

Chaudhary Shujaat said that the
country has not witnessed such a
situation in 75 vears and today’s
rally is not affiliated with any
political party it is for solidarity
with the armed forces and Pakistan
instead

He lambasted PTI chief Imran
Khan saying that he considers
himself a leader but provoked his

President of Federation of not deposit even a single rupee \-«urlu and supporter for vandal-
Pakistan Chambers. of ing tax on withdrawing money  as tax They must be booked under
Commerce  and _Industry  from the banks. If this proposal is implement- ull!cml secret and military acts
(FPCCI) Adif lkmm Sheikh on The revolt of the business . the entire population will Earlier, the PML-Q President
Wednesday said failed community sucked huge sums  have to pay this tax, except for | had announced to organize a rally
experiment of lev m tx on  of money from the banking sys- 3.6 million people, he under- | in solidarity with the armed forces
bank withdrawals should not be  tem, he said. adding that at that  lined of Pakistan on May 17

repeated R time, the state
In a statement issued here, he
clarified that the move would
prove to be the last nail in the
cnﬂm of our sinking economy
uch & move will promate
the mndownemcﬂ economy as
the business community did not
accept this decision béfore and
will not accept it now, he added
Atif Tkram Sheikh who has
also served as President ICCI
and Chairman PVMA said that

nothing to

nity have used their own paral-

Mushaal blasts Modi regime for
turning ITOJK into mllltary fortress

ISLAMABAD: Peace and
Culture Organisation
Chairperson Mushaal Hussein
Mullick has blasted the notori-
ous Narendra Modi-led fascist
Indian government for tuming
occupied Jammu and Kashmit
into a military fortress and a
sigantic prison and vowed that
f’rhe Kashmiri people would
leave no stone unturned to make
‘G20 event a flopped show.

dushaal, who is the wife of

tize the G20

Pakistani
added, should

incarcerated semior Hurriyat
leader Muhammad Yasin Malik,
said in statement on

Wednesday that Indian govemn-
ment was holding G20 meeting
in HOJK to divert global atten-
tion from its illegal oceupation
of the scenic vﬂlh:%1

She asked ‘Pakistan to
approach all G20 countries and

people would
on all forums
foil the

of the country's
cconomy and strength of banks
was not what it is today, nor
were the big banks of America
and Europe were going bank-

It would be appropriate to
trash such a proposal which has
dlo with the ground

realities of Pakistan
le noted that the state of our
tax system is so pathetic that
there are only 76 lakh people
in the past the business commu-  registered with FBR, out of
uf\ch 3.6 lakh file tax rewrns,

convey its reservations over the
G20 meeting in the disputed
region

‘Mushaal stated that it was
high time Pakistan should sensi-
states about the
state terrorism and rising human
rights violations in 1101
government,
write to all the
member countries of the group
to boycott the summit because
their participation in the confer-
ence 1n a disputed region would
send a wrong message that these
states were siding with the
oppressor and usurper

Aushaal vowed that Kashmiri
aise their voice
cross the world to
Indian  government
nefarious designs Mushaal, who
is the wife of incarcerated senior

First time contract of
limestone blocks awarded
at highest rate of
Rs1.5b: Babar

ATTOCK: Punjab Secretary for Mineral Babar
Aman Babar has said that first time in the country’s
histary, five year contract of lime stone blocks has
awarded at ‘highest rates of 1.5 billion rupees
through transparent and judicicus open auction. The
auctioned lime stones were kept redundant under
the mineral department Attoc mu, long.

Chairing a meeting of bidding process of mineral
auction in Attock on Wednesday, I\: said that the
mineral department was pushed towards the right
direction of development after outcome of the cam-
paign launched by the Punjab Government against
the eradication of corruption and corrupl practices
from the province

Babar Aman Babar said that the reflection of fair
competitive bidding of lime stone blocks was the
objective of the Pllll]Hb Government. He further
stated that the price of lime stone blocks offered by
the bidders through open auction was 172 % higher
than the reserved price. INP

Rallies continue
in KP to express
solidarity with
armed forces

PESHAWAR: Public rallies since May 11 continue
aeross Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province to express soli-
darity with the armed forces and denounce the hate-
mongers

Rallies taken out in Peshawar, Charsadda, Nowshera
hyber districts on \\ednesda\- were participated

ue number of f}eop e

" Addressing the rallies, the speakers reaffirmed the
nation's resolve to firmly stand shoulder to shoulder
with armed forces of the country

They strongly condemned the attacks of miscreants
on govemment installations and vandalizing of state
imstitutions in the province

The rallies’ pariicipants lauded the role of Pakistan
Army for restoring peace and stability in the country

e participants chanted slogans of ‘Pakislan

Zindabad® ‘Pak Fouj Paindabad’ INP

Attackers of military

KARACHI
Chairman of National
Business Group
Pakistan, President
Pakistan Businessmen
and Intellectuals Forum,

All Karachi
Induslna\ Alliance, and
former provincial min-

ister  Mian ahid
Hussain has said that
rioters  involved in

attacks and violent ingi-
dents on military instal-
lations, martyr memori-
als, and private and
national properties on
May 09, and the politi-
cians bel them do
not deserve any conces-

sion
In a statement issued

here on Wednesday, he
said that the estimate of
damages, which accord-
ing Lu the initial esti-
mate is around 60 bil-
lion rupees, should alse
be recovered from these
miscreants  and  their
patrons and any kind of
restraint should not be
shown to deal with such
terrorists in future
ian Zahid Hus:
said that the en
nation and the 'urm:d
forces are suffering
from arief over the
events of May 9 and it
had a very negative

1

effect on the morale of
the army
The hostile nations

installations, martyrs memorials
don’t deserve any concession: Mian Zahid

are very happy over
such gory events in
Pakistan ~which they

think is part of their
unholy agenda against
Pakistan

Therefore, the busi-
ness leader said, we
fully support the deci-
sions made in the spe-
cial conference of the
National Security
Council and  Corps
Commanders 1o punish
the culprits

He said that no one
can be allowed to go to
this  extent for his
alleged personal and
political purposes.
Anarchy is being fueled
by propaganda against

the military leadership
which aims to create a
rift between the people
and the army.

[t is necessary to deal
with all the traitors, at
home and abroad, with
iron hands, while the
propaganda  of  the

improved

Na political orsaniza-
tion can do such treat-
ment  to_ those who
risked their lives to pro-
tect the geographical
and |dw|0g\wl borders
of the country, but only
a terronst organization

enemy should be defeat- can do it. therefore,
ed with the support of after a wider and more
the people transparent investiga-

Mian Zahid Hussain tion, justice should “be
further said that it has done in a way that
become necessa to deters people  from

doing so in future

Without justice the
cconomic and demo-
cratic stability in the
country is impossible,
the business leader con-
clude

expose and er the
forces active in bringing
unrest and disorder to
the country so that the
affairs of the country
can be corrected and the
economy  can  be

Atif Thram

not largeted
He said 1l

direct tax

cumb

=
=2

\ | Malik.
on Wednesday

ing in HOJK

She asked

she

akistani

to boycott the

and Professional T
the National Education

Pakistan,

social,

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan and the United
Kingdom on Wednesday
ag to work together
to eliminate content rela
ed to hate and terrorism
on _social and online
media

t‘m, burden on the taxpayers and
the public is always increased in
the name of tax reforms while
the tax net is not extended and
the non-tax paving sectors are

L due Lo increasing
ndless surcharges
ersome
unfriendly attitude and other
problems. the share of taxes in
the country's GDP is so low that
it is impossible to increase it
without effective measures INP

leader
sqid in a statement

ernment was holding G20 meet-
to_divert global
attention from its illegal occupa-
tien of the scenic v

approach all G20 countries and
convey its reservations over the
G20 mmmg in the disputed

m%
dushaal stated that it was
high time Pakistan should sensi-
tize the G20 states mbout the
state terrorism ar
rights violations

4]
added, 5hwld‘"
countries of the group

their participation in the confer-
ence in a disputed region INP

Board. Esteemed board members, including senior officers.

the people of the UK over

the coronation of King

Charles
Is

Sharif’s. rl.un( visit to the
United Kingdom and his
participation in the coro-

He asked the concerned authori-
ties to take action against those
who are involved in the attack as
these attacks were conducted to
lower the morale of the armed
forces

Robbers kill
autocad engr
upon resistance

KARACHL  Armed rebbers
killed a autocad engineer upon
stance during a robbery in
metropolis on Wednesday.

The ly was shifted fo hospital
for postmortem and police after
registering a case into the incident

started investigation INP

SAPM Tarar
demands
President Alvi
to quit
P Uﬁﬁ..iﬂf“”r'. AP o

Interior, / al rar has
demanded of Pll.bldl.mAﬂ[ Alvi to

Sheikh said that

paperwork,

Muhammad

that Indian gov-

Pakistan  to

rising human
OJK

Taking to twitter on Wednesday.
the PML-N leader was of the view
that President Alvi was holding
meetings with for ambassa-
dors without mrumum, the
Foreign Office. T

summit because

ISLAMABAD: Rana Tanveer Hussain, Minister Federal Education
ng, and C]|

rman of the Board of Governors of
Foundation (NEF), chaired a meeting of the

UK to join hands

to eliminate hate content on

online media

natien of King Charles Il
were manifestation of the
friendship ~ based on
respect aml trust between
the two countries.

Stating that Pakistan
attached  special impor-
tance to bilateral INP

said

The decision was made
ring a meeting hemee:‘\

Andre
agleish and Minister for
Iu ormati o a
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb.

Dunng the meeting, the
promotion of bilateral
diplomatic relations,
including cooperation in

ous Tields of medi
digital media, media
training and filmmaking,
was ﬁlsu d

The er congratu-
lated (he ambassador and

The
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The Office of the Executive Engineer Maintenance Division - | lﬂuena
Called tender Viide PRO No 3796/11-05-2023. In Standard

Documents Generated on BPPRA website for ( TSE Ntl
222305315403} , Clause 1B.15.2 Bid Security * an Insurance
oampanyhavingalmMrmmmPACMJCR s mentioned
mistakenly wiich is not required As per NIT published Only BANK
'GUARANTEE , DEPOSIT AT CALL @ 3% is acceptable for said
mentioned TSE. ‘The othes terms and condition will remain same.

Diractor
Tender Fee Rs. 1000

SNo

TSE-222305320381
Only electronic bid will ba submittad, No physical bid

for

Iz required.
Bid

1 Electrical & Electronic items (Total Hemis) Count: 6)

2%

Procuremants shall be made under the Balochistan Public Procuremant Rules - 2014. Eligibility of
Bidders: 3 Assignmanis of Similar Nature and Complexity. Tum over of atleas! 8,000,000 PKR Amountin
2 Sudsequent Previous Years. Presance in Active Tax Payer List. Sales Tax Cartificate. The bi
must not be curendly blacklisted by any p-uwnng sgency of Pakistan. Must be successfully completed

two similar

previous two years. Must agree 1o serve the Contract witnin 30 Days After Issuing of Supoly Order. Bidder

An affidavil of PKR. 100/~ from

a)Bid
(30 o) ) Non- Back Lising ) Price Reasonabiy ] Compiarceofwarrty efd. D Agreement

Security @ 2% (amount erased) of quoted ilems by the firm / bidder (copy of CORPay Order/Bank

ast Two Year Tax Retuns|
Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Deposit at Call o/ 2%
spedlldmhlamma Mmuuﬂu«uneﬂm:muﬁd bank. Tender Documents: The

Dnulmnh leheduedwhhhmﬂmloll hmmndlmng office hours on wor

cffice of the under-signad 1,000 PKR Inunamﬂuﬂn
days

'I'emhrnpednq Albmkfs\mllbe

June, 2023 LIl 11:45 AM
mdmummamnhdhwmdizum
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People of Balochistan are mature, they rejected Imran
Khan in the beginning: Hashmi

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The fcunder of the ruling
BAP), Senator
ae said that the
events of May 9 have caused irreparable
damabe to the country and the nation
erpena\om of aitacks on national

msm lations must be brought to justice at

Balochistan Awami P;
Saeed Ahmed Hachml

any cost

Talking to reporters on Wednesday, the
an said that Imran khan has
polluted the mindset of the public, espe-
cially the youth of the country, what hap-

sentor polit

ened on the may have never
appened in the past this act has fu
the wishes of our external enemies

aimed at facilitating Pakistan| ﬁ
All roads leading
to Zaman Park
sealed

LAHORE: The Lahore police have
blocked all \I\emadﬂeadms_lo Zaman
the residence of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)  Chairman
Imran Khan
According to details. a heavy con-
tingent of Punjab police was deployed
on the roads leading to Zaman Park
while barriers were istalled on sever-
al roads.

Sources said that Canal Road,
Dharampura Chowk and Allama IA\b']F
Road have been closed to traf
Police persannel wearing bullet proof
jackets were present along with
maobile vans T

Law Minister,
lawyers’ delegation
discuss issues of
mutual interest

ISLAMABAD: Federal  Law
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar was
called on by a delegation oflav. vers of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa led by
President Peshawar High (‘nun Bar
Association (PHCBA) Tariq Afridi
and Member Pakistan Bar Council
(PBC), Amjad Shah

The delegation included Presidents
and Secretaries of Haripur, Abbotabad
and Chota Lahore (Swabi) bar associ-
ations. President and Secretary of
Multan tax Bar Association was’ also
present on the occasion

During the meeting, the lawyers'
delegation with Azam Nazeer Tarar,
issues of mutual interest came under
discussion

e ion also lauded the
efforts of the federal government and
the law minister for passing the
Lawyers Protection Act which was a
long’ standing demand of lawyers
acrass Pakistan INP

24 commercial
buildings challaned
over missing fire
safety arrangements

MULTAN: The district administra-
tion here on Wednesday challaned 24
commercial buildings during the
ongoing crackdown against illegal
petrol pumr units, LPG refilling and
commercial buildings with missing
fire safety arrangements.

1 e with special directives of the
y Commissioner (DC) Omer
the_district administration

il defense department teams
launched operations at Gulgasht
Shah
Colony. The teams sealed four illegal
petrol pump units and took its mater
al into_custody while two outlaws
have also been arrested Separate
L‘ML: have been registered against
[t

The teams have also served 30 final
notices to violators during last two

ays

The DC said that sirict action was
being taken a?anm illegal petrol
pump units and LPG relwl\mg, as these
illegal businesses could turn into
mishaps. He said that special teams
have been formed under the supervi-
sion of assistant commissioners to
ensure a comprehensive crackdown
against violaters,

The Ue&_ul\, Commissioner also
directed officers concerned Lo ensure
the installation of fire safety equip-
ment at all big plazas and commercial
buildings besides imparting special
training to the staff of these
buildings INP

Sheikh Rasheed
summoned in
Al-Qadir Trust case

RAWALPINDI:  The National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
summoned Awami Muslim League
chief and former interior minister
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed in National
Crime Agency £190m Scandal or
commonly known as Al-Qadir Trust
case on I\-%av .

The .ml\-ﬁrar\ watchdog has direct-
ed Sheikh Rasheed to appear before
the bureau on May 24 along with the
documents related to the case

Hours after receiving the NAB
notice, Rasheed, in his video message
on Twilter, said that he was ready for
the arrest and has prepared his
ag INP

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia

the signing ceremony o
Road to Makkah Project”

sign road to Makkah
agreement

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and
Saudi  Arabia on Wednesday
signed an asreement for the exe-
cution of ‘Koad to MakLaI\ proj-
Bclzumed at simplify immi-

zralion  pri Ilm and

mrah pi

According to a statement, the

reement was signed at the Prime,
h inister House during the visit of
Deputy Interior, ster of Saudi

Arabia Dr Nasir Bin Abdul Aziz
Al-Dawood
Minister for Interior Rana

Sanaullah and Saudi deputy interi-
or minister signed the document
while Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Saudi Ambassador in
Islamabad Nawaf bin Said Al-
Malki witnessed the ceremony.

Ainister Religious
Religious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Senator Talha

Mahmood, Federal Minister for
Narcotics Control Nawabzada
Shahzain Bugti, Special Assistant
o PM Tarig Fatemi were also

present

Under the agreement, the Hajj
and Umrah pilgrims of Pakistan
would be provided immigration
facilities in Pakistan who would
be exempted from the process al
Saudi airports,

In the first phase, the service
would be available at Islamabad
International irport  where
around 26,000 pilgrims would
benefit from the facility

The Saudi authorities assured
that the facility would later be
extended to Karachi and Lahore
airports as well

akistan and Saudi Arabia also
signed the joint minutes of the
meeting in which they discussed
lhelssuaﬂce of Pakistani passports

o the Burmese Muslims residing
m Saudi Arabia.

According to the details, the
passports of the Burmese Muslims
were fol renewed afler 2012
which created some difficulties
for them in the Kingdom.INP

Punjab govt paying
special focus on health
sector: Minister

KHANEWAL Caretaker
provincial minister for Primary
and Secondary Healthcare Dr
Jamal Nasir on Wednesday said
that the Punjab government was
paying special focus on the health
segtor

He expressed these views dur-
ing a visit to the district headquar-
ters hospital with the task of
improving service delivery in gov-
emment hospitals.

The mimister reviewed Fﬂulmts

emergency, . tha-
lassemia center wards, Iaborawr\.
and X-ray room The condition of
the supply of medicines and clean-
liness i the hospital was also
checked.

The health minister )an\lnLcd
for provision of d
ties i tl alas:
expressed satisfaction wi
provision of tests and facilities in
the laboratory.

r Jamal Nasir also met the
patients under treatment and their
attendants

He was accompanied by Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Health
Dr Kazim Khan, MS DHQ hospi-

Dr Jamal Nasir further said,
"Surprise visits to hospitals in
remote areas have been started m
assess service delivery"
informed that an Endoscopy facll-
m wuuh( be provided ai DHQ
05

e mlmslu warned that strict
action would be taken against
those responsible for poor sanita-
tion in hospitals.

“Human Resource (HR) depart-
ment will br. smnulhvm,d in TB,
hospitals,”
@ pmw | health minister

also d_about medical
'HL||I(IL5 in THQb RHCs and
BHUS,INP

PILDAT urges resumption of
dialogue for consensus on
general elections date

ISLAMABAD Pakistan
Institute of Legislative
Development and Transparency
(PILDAT) on Wednesday urged
the coalition uvernmen[ and
Pakistan Tehreel saf (PTI) to
resume a re;ult—\memed ialogue
to finalize the date of holding gen-
eral election on same date in
Pakistan

In a statement, the PILDAT
lauded the Supreme Court's con-
tinued stance supporting the reso-
lution of political impasse on
holding free and fair general alac-
tion in Pakistan on the same

“Constitution of Pakistan pm-
vides the only guarantee for a
well-functioning “Pakistan under
rule of law and all political parties
and institutions of the state must
respect adhere 1o the
Consmuucn PILDAT insisted

orgamzation also highlight-

ed [hat the respect and integrity of
the armed forces as a
Constitutional entity must be

upheld by all citizens

“The “sanctity of their role,
under the Consiitution, to defen
Pakistan against external aggres-
sion or threat of war, and, in aid of
civil pawer when called upon to
do so by the federal government,
desery unwaveris public
respect

N the \F)l\n to uphold constitu-
tion, PILDAT also emphasized
that any effort to pressunise any
institution of the state must be
condemned in equal terms.

he organisation expressed its
support for bringing to justice all
perpetrators of insiances instigat-
ed and carried out against the per-
sonnel and installations of the
armed forces of Pakistan and other
Kubl\c and private properties on

s now the responsibility of
the federal govemment and the
PTI to urgenily re-start the politi-
cal dialogue 10 find a cnn:emu:-
based date TNP

3

Masses of

A Balochistan shown

maturity: Hashmi

Senator Hashmi said that the public in
Balochistan has once again shown poll
maturity by not supporimg PTI an
Khan but today we are forced to ask whether
the crime of Nawab Akbar Bugti was more
an Imran Khan? He said that the fight for the
throne of Lahore has proved that there is no
importance for either the people of Balochistan
or their issues. He said that the events of & May
were one of the worst moments in the coun-
try's history where the memonals of martyrs
and ghazis were damaged.

ical
Imran

Imran Khan is
not a political leader:
Hashmi claims

The simation the country is poing through
today is the fault of the politicians, intellectuals,
and civil socicty for ot ealizing and acting
inst such a dangerous and big campaign
inst the state and institutions in a timely man-
ner. Senator Saced Hashmi said that Imran Khan
has proved that he is not a political leader but an
egoistic person who poisoncd the minds of youth
and masses agamst the institutions of his own
country. He expressed that no concession would
be made to those who harmed the country’s i
alogy, il'it were done, it would be criminal neg-
ligence.

Road to Makkah program

to be extended to Lahore

and Karachi airports next
year; Rana Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD Minister
Khan on Wednesday said

sram would be extended

ports next year which would streamline the entire

immigration process of
essary requirements we
Addressing a

Arahia’s Deputy Interior Minist
Aziz Al-Dawood and his delegation, the minister said

that 26,000 pilgrims wes

gration %
gram. He said,

e minister said that

=
&

us AdTL
Meh

here in next year.
< 1o mention that Ro
been initiall

55 For pi
Police to
conduct

profiling of

GHQ, Jinnah

House
attackers

LAHO! Police
decided to condum pro-
filing  of eral
Headquarters
and Jinnah house arrest-
ed and  unarrested
attacker.

According to sources,
the profiling has been
started  from  social
media platforms  and
thete is evidence that
these people are affiliat-
ed wn a political party.

Sources
revealed that the
accused were promoting
the agenda of a political
party for last six months
and the %\‘\\ﬁ\im_.; will be
made public. INP

May 9
violence: two
more PTI
lawmakers
part ways
with party

KARACHI Twe
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) MPAs from
Sindh have parted ways
with the party in protest
against May 9 violence,

wherein military inst;
lations were attac

ed
following the arrest of

party chairman Imran
Khan

According to details,
mwo PTI MPAs - Sanjay
Gangwani and Kareem
Bux Gabol — have quit
the party following (hu

“attack on  militar
General Ile.:\dquarlers
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi

and Corps Commander
House Lahore'.

In a statement, Sanjay
Gangwani said that he
was also quitting poli-
ties while condemning
the ‘vandalism of mili-
tary installations” on
May 9.

The development
came a day after
Pakistan Tehreek-
Insaf (PTI) MNA from

arachi Mahmood
Moulvi announced part-
mn ‘ways with party.

PT1 MNA
announced that he is
resigning from the PTI
in light of the attacks on
milifary  installations
during violent protests
on May @ in the country
after the arrest of Tmran
Khan.

“I have never gone
an.aim( nor will I ever

o against the army,” he
sald Moulvi.INP

ISLAMABAD.Seerﬂan Ministry of Mnrmnlc Al'fmrs. Ghufran Memom held a

reparatory meeting
ntegration Activity (

aritime Affairs Division.

with the delegation from the Pakistan Regional Economic
REIA) at the

at Islamahad airport under this pro-
the Saudi Arabia’s Deputy Interior
inister has promised to extend it for 40,000 pilg

uirs and Interfuith Harmony T

wod, have requested to start this facility at
Lahore and Karachi airports which would be available

started from the
this initiative has revolutionized
rims, ensuring a hassle-free experience

Minister sets target to
enroll 52,000 O0S

children by June 30

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Federal
Education and Professional Training.
has set an ambi-

For Interior Rana Sanaullah
that Road to Makkah pro-

to Lahore and Karachi air-

hat all nec-

rims, ensuring (
5

Dr Nasir Bin Abdul

availing u hussle-free immi-

rims
he along with Minister For

bl

sad 1o Makkah
lamabas
the

rogram has
.nrpcm and
immigration

crimes

Rana Tanveer Hussam
tious. target to
52,000 Out OF ‘.clmnl( “hildren

June 30, 2023

Pul.ls(nn called o
d Broadea

of country

including
Pakhtunkhwa, o1

and Islamabad,

the next 24 hours
Temperatus
recorded on Wednesday morning
Islamabad nineteen degree
Lahore twenty-six, Karac

According 1o Met

Jammu s <ashmir,

weather wi

mmu, Leh, Pulwama,

in Lahore has decided 1o

the culp
of undd]

and a

on at

According to FIA offi
process of prcr

ing that all necess
slamabad Airport. Pil
saving time for their w]'nnludl expe ence and [er can

complete immigration requirements in their
country and enter Saudi Arabi

Minister for Interior Ranz
Saudi a\mhm s Deputy Interior Minist
Abdul Azi:
visit. He atan thanked the visiting minister over the
hospitality which he witnessed dunn" the performing
of Umra

He said that the current visit of Saudi Amhu»
a Deputy Interior Minister
sides discussed ma
issues including the assa:
und Pukistanis | languishir

He thanked the Saudi Minister for the commite

to look into the issue regarding the rle
aners who have heen in the juils For petty crimes INP

roll all appm\lm?

in Islamabad Capital Territory E{I( I)bw

To ensure the retention for the chi
dren, the minister directed Ministry's
officials to allocate Rs. 200 million For
two &ears 1o the \lanona] Education
Foundation (NEF} for the purpese of
catering m the educational needc of
0O0SC T

I'Erleml Minister, who is

also
“hairman of the Board of Governors of
disclosed this while chairing
meeting of the Board here Wednesday

lowever, weather will remain hot and
dry in most parts of the country during

[ some major cities

i twenty-nine,
Peshawar twenty-three, Quetta twenty-
one, Gilgit twelve, Murree thirteen and
Muzaffarabad sixteen dey rae centigrade
ffice weather
forecast for_ Indian Uegally Occupied
paitly cloudy
chances of rain-wind and
thunderstorm is expected in Srinagar,
Anantnag,

FIA launches
crackdown against
culprits for vandalism,
arson at Corps
Commander House

LAHORE: In a sjgnificant crack-
down. the Cybercrime Wing of the
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
ofile and
publicly disclose the identities of all
ts responsible for ﬂ'lt‘ acts

m Jinnah
House (Corps Command, r House).

already begun, w ﬁv‘\mcul'_u-
focus~ on their snc\a media
accounts,

By analyzing digital footprints

sration process, ensur-
¢ requirements lulfilled at the
ilgrims bypass long immigration

home
smuoothly.

naullah Khan thanked
r. Nasir Bin
is delegation over the

iz Al-Dawaod an

L
¢ those pris-

The esteemed Board membe

m‘? senior officers from the M
lucation and Finance and renowned

educationists attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the minister com-

“the NEF for its unwaverin
efforts in catering 10 the needs (5
in ICT He also expressed satisfaction
with the ongoing programs implemented
for the dlsmntangl\.d'?mup of children in
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and
ICT and wn;Eral ulate on successfully
win the UNESCO project for training
non-formal teachers.

Rana Tanveer Hussain quh hted the
grave concern of the O0SC of age 5-16
vears in Pakistan, erl\plmslrulbl a| the
country ranks at the.IN

ISLAMABAD: Andrew Dalgleish, Deputy British High Commissioner to
Marriyam Aurangzeb, Federal Minister for Information

Wind, thunderstorm
rain expected in some
parts of country

ISLAMABAD: Wind-dust and thun-
derstorm rain are expecled in some parts.
Khyber

per/central  Punjab,
upper Sindh, Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir

Shopian and Baramulla

Temperature recorded in Srinagar,
Shaoy 1an and Baramulla ten de L u—
ﬂ:ﬁ Jammu_twenty-two,

lwama and Anantnag eleven dagree
centigrade.

However, weather will remain hot and
dry in most parts of the country during
lhs ||e~<( A hours

ture of some maqu cities
|‘r:cmded nn Wednesday momning:

Islamabad nineteen degree centigrade,
Lahore twenty-six, Karachi twenty-mine,
Peshawar twenty-three, Quetta twenty-
one, Gilgit twelve, Murree thirteen and
Mouzaffarabad sixteen degree centigrade

According to, Met Office weather
forecast for Indian Ilegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, pas cloudy
weather with chances of rain-wind and
thunderstorm is expected in Srinagar,
Jammu, Leh, Pulwama.INP

and gathering substantial evidence,

including information related to
their political affiliations, the
authorities aim to build strong cases

ag amsl x:m.h mdmdua] invel v:d

in

agenda of a spe pol p-mv
for approximately six months prior
to the attack

Moreover. the profiles of all the
accused will be made public.IN




