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In a major blow to PTI, |Fawad Chaudhary says
Asad Umar steps down as farewell to PTI
General Secretary

Dwod dfmed Former federal minister
information, Fawad
Chaudhary said_ farewell

Suri condemns Ma

Oth incidents

ISLAMABAD:In &

major blow to the former
ruling party 1.e. Pakistan
Tehrik e Tnsaf (PTI),
Asad Umar stepped down
as the Secretary General
and the member of the
Core Committee.
was considered to
close aide of the former
}znme minister  Imran

He said that afier the
events of May 9 it was
not possible Tor him to
keep the leadership posi
tions within the

Therefore, | am \mh-
drawing as secretary g
eral af the party as well as
membership of the
party’s core commitiee.”

m J’aklslnn Tehrik e Insaf
T1) on Wednesday
In another blow 1o the

former _ruling  party
Fawad Chaudhary aned
his ways with the former

ruling party.

"lV‘i \plh reflerence] to
earlier  statement
1 Ui ¥
wwdunmd 9th May inci-
decided to
tsma b rom palitics,
therefore, 1 have resigned
from party position and
arting ways from Imran
he wrote on his

official Twitter handle
In another major blow
to Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’ (PTI), senior politi-

m\'

cian and _former federal
minister Chaudhry Fawad
Hussain on Wednesday
parted ways with the foi-
mes party and its
Imnman ?mm“ Khan,
"[With] reflerence| to

PTI leader
clarifies he has
not abandoned

party, says

decision : £ s my earlier statement r
0 sion during a press con-  Imran Khan himsell ha \mpol[an( that they are f§ where 1 uuequnncalt So far Dr Shireen ht.uum. m my children, 3
U{}[Mﬂ'!ﬂl‘v and ference at onal Press  best explained the army n as possi- § condemned 9th May Mazari, Fayyazul Hassan calth issues. Without beating
A o Club in Islamabad on  siafus in Pakisian He said  ble" he added In response §f dents, | have decldecl 1o Chohan. Malik Amin v rml\ .md children  around the bush, this 1s
not 1nﬂ'uenced Wednesday. that_we \muid have seen 10 a question, Umar cl take a break from politics  Aslam, Mahmood ~ are my first priority,” she  obviously the result of
"Not possible for me 1o similar fate like Syria’s ifit  fied that he has not aban- § therefore, | have resigned  Moulvi, Amir Kayani, Jai  said. *I have condemned ressure coming from the
bv any lead party under these cir-  was not for a strong army  doned the party entrely f from party position and  Prakash, Anah ddiqui  the events that took place  establishment, The
taxtarrial cumstances. | am re: ke ours, Khan sb said but rather resigned from g wiys from Imran  and Sanjay Gangwani  on May 9 and 10. | have emment is simply Ta
externq as Secretary General ;md my country needs my ammy  his role as the secretary han." he wrote on his  among many others have  condemned all forms of  ning it,” former PPP sen-
ressure’ core commitiee member of  more than me." general and core commii- § official Twitter handle left Imran Khan's party disorder ator  Mustafa Nawaz
P * he 4 while He said that the inci- lee member He empha- Fawad joins a long list Shireen, while speak- “Forced divo “,s Kh(»Hwaw said,

In another significant addressing U ss con-  dents of May 9 arenotonly  sised that his decision was J§ of PTI leaders who have ing to the med Thnugh PT[ Khokhar had himself
Imr

\Elh.’lnk io former prime  ference. Respolldln to a  condemnable, but also a  voluntary and not influ- § announced quitting PTL  Tsfamabad on Tues paid the price of cont
minister Imran  Khan, uestion, Umar clarified |mmi to ponder on where enced by any ‘extemal f following the May O van-  announced that s ously speaking up on
that he has nat left PTI but h Th dalism — and olent  not only leaving the pa\ human rights_violations.

Pakistan Tehreck—c-Insal
(PTI} Secrelaw General
Asad ~ Um has

of the PTI

but also saying goodbye {
before

10 active pol saying
that her health and da

especially
leaders,
asked to leave the PPP.

protests across the coun-

o
minister said
uy — hours after the

only resigned as the secre-
amy does not com-

xper 5 3
L, ""‘““l‘" it s an attempt 1o factionalise being

announced mppmu . prise just a few generals f National {\ccounlabﬂ:t\. the PTI just like the
down from all party posi- But thousands of PTI  Whose names are heard an | Bureau (NAB) arrested  ter Imaan Mazar suffe NILN. was converted  He said that the current
workers and TV. bui thousands of sol- §f PTI chief Imran Khan in  significandy during her practice of pressuring

supporiers
were arrested, a lot of them
are innocent., il is also

tions shortly after he was
released from Adiala Jail
He announced his deci-

Construction of separate Waiting rooms for women in
Balochistan prisons reviewed

fixed daily

into PMI-0 overnight al

the Al-Qadir Trust cor- the turn of the last centu-

ruption case

lay incarceratiol

politicians to leave pol
am leaving politics

u
diers who sacrifice their
fics wasn't pleasing

lives for the safely

medical officers in jails,
allowance for prison staff.

Prisons staff to
be provided

it is essential m#mude necessary traiming
to the prison staf luding basic facilites
vegarding laws and human rights awareness

Solution of
prisoners’ issues

Sheikh Razzay

QUETTA:In pursuance of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan’s directive, a special con-
sultative meeting was held in the Ministry
of Law Balochistan to review reforms in
the prisons of Balochistan

Parliamentary Secretary Law and = C
Parliamentary ~ AfTairs  Science  and Rnecessa a :
e echnaoé) Dr. Rubaba Khan CESS r,v tﬂp p'rmn{y. Dr.

Buledi chaired the
ons Balochistan Malik §
Superintendent  Central

while 1G
%ujaqddm
Jail

o training: Rubaba

Muhammad  Isha Zahri, De uty Along with the provision of faci to
Supeﬂmeﬂdem Naushin Staff Officer / sad Dr Rubaba the prisoners. attention must also be given
Senior Medic cer Dr. Munir o solving the problems and providing pro-
Siwi Mengal, Chairperson Provincial Addressing the meeting, Parliame fessional training of the prison staff’
Commission _on s of Women Secretary for Law and ParhamenwrvAﬁ“alrs She stressed that we might not bring

Science and Information Technol Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi said that in erder to
make the prisons of Balochistan a practical
model of reforming society, st 1s necessary
10 adapt them in a favorable social environ-
ment for human rights accordang to the con-
temporary requirements However, for this,

reforms over night but we can gradually
move towards improvement through cori-
tinuous reforms.

Dr. Rubaba suggested that a consultative
bady should be established to continue the
measures related to prison reforms, so that
it may yield far-reaching results,

Brother of Qasim
Suri condemns May
9th incidents

Manan Mandokhail

Director
| Khan

Balochistan  Fauzia Shaheen,
Parliamentary Affairs Saced Igbal
were alsa present
Meeting reviews jail rules and manuals
The meeting reviewed the jail rules and
manuals in detail and d measures
faor their improvement.

Asif Durrani has thorough knowledge and
understanding of reglon
ﬁ for Pakistan in London

nmn and wan:(l in (Juell'v Mr. Durrani has also
as a_journalist in Daily "U\I\m

Correspondent in Quetta and in The achi

Times. Durrani also got his education in Quttla

Durrani’s appointment
comes after resignation
of Sadiq Khan

With his extensive diplomatic background, Mr
Durrani is_expected to play a crucial role in
strengthening  bilateral relations  between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. The appointment of &
special representative for Afhanistan hamme
necessary foHc\\m\

jails of the province, special vans for the
transportation  of women  prisoners,
appointment of doctors on vacant posts of

Besides it discussed issues pertaining 1o
the funds, construction of
separate waiting rooms for women in all

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA. Pakistan's _ special envoy to
if Durrani has a thorough knowl-
rstanding of the regon. Born and
raised m Quetta, Mr. Durrani has the best under-
standing of issues relating to Afghanistan, Tran
India, éhma and Gulf States.

In view of Durrani’s strong credentials and
diplomatic_career, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif appointed him as Pakistan’s special envay
to Afghanistan. Durrani's apgmmmem has come
after the connecting the landlocked Afghanistan
%Hﬂ the Eemral -'\s&'\n %la[es{ I‘;I;_‘?“) the China-

akistan Economic Corridor ( i H 1

Sinee retirement, Mr. Durrani has been in the {I’ph’mﬂt ﬂ"(f}ﬂ”rﬂﬂhvr
forefront on national and intemational media to Asif Durrani is a former diplomat. He has
promote national interest and principled stance  served as Pakistan’s ambassador 1o Afghanistan,
of Pakistan in the region and around the globe. ||"lll Abu  Dhabi, UAE, Depui High

QUETTA Muhammad Hashim Suri, the younger brother of lormer
deputy speaker national assembly, Qasim Suri has strongly condemned
untoward incidents on May 9th cross the country. »\dlﬁ'u:mg a r\rus
conference at Quetta Press Club on nesday. Hashim Suni also parted
his ways with the former ruling party [’aklslan Tehrik e Insaf ( ’TI?

““We strongly condemn such incidents”, Mr. Suri said. He informed the
journalists that his brother. the former depntv speaker national assembly
Qasim Suri was in Islamabad. He clarified that Bilal Suri, his another
brother had no political affiliation and that only Qasim Suri was affiliat-
ed with

Durrani is a former

“We do not believe in
violent politics and promote
peace”, Hashim Suri

“We_do not believe i violent palitics and promote peace, Hashim
Sunri said. He said some elements had inflicted damages to public and pri-
vate across the country was unaceeptable”, Hashim Suri said
urged all pol | parties to join hands for the stal of the motherland

“Hashim S ress conference has come a days after the Balochistan
Minister for Industries, Mobeen Khilji parted his ways with the former
ruling party i.e the PTI Khilji who belonged to the PTI had also strong-

ntly m addnm the cnmp ex .'md e»n\wun
issues bétween the 1wo neighboring countries

Imran announces forming committee to
talk to 'anyone in power'

LAHORE Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTIy
Chairman Imran Khan has reiterated that he
on if people in

nower can convince his party that it would be
eneficial for Pakistan
Addressing his ‘iUp porters through video link
from his Zaman P I! residence in Lahore on
Wednesday, the form\.r prime minister said he
would give another chance to dialogue and con-
slitute a committee, on Thursday {tomormrow), te
deliberate with those who have power in the

“Despite sincere effort, we are unable to
understand how Pakman quI benefit if elections
are held in October. Even 1am ready (o get minus
from politics if they convince my team that it
will benefit the country,” Imran maintained

The PTI chief said judges of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan are the last hope of Pakistani
nation. Democracy is being dismantled in the
country, he said, adding that the Constition of
Pakistan has been breached afier May 14 “There

5 a rule of jungle m Pakistan Now it is the
lespmlslb\h\» of the judges of the top court o et
unmxl 10 protect E‘errlot otherwise the histo-

never forgive you,” he underscored
lemg hope to his workers and supporter.

Khan said, though night is dark but you have to
face this with courage and patience. "1 am ready
1o face an\-(hm; but will remain standing tll the
last balls T know this darkness cannot stay long
I am ne\ w me to surrender and accepting the
same from my workers and supporter.” he said
and added it would be better to die for freedom
than accepting slavery.

Khan pointed out that fundamental ng\us ha\e
been suspended in the country. “Over 10,000
workers of my party have been pi l:elnnd I:aﬂ
Around 23 have embraced martyrdom while

{undamwhl

retext of arson on Core Cummandu House in

ahore,” he lamented He KIILB[]UHUJ why cham-
pions of human right in the cou are silent
over ongoing fascism. “W| hy silent over
current atrocities, Today, it is happemlm with the
PTI tomerrow it will happen with others; no one
will remain safe INP

ly condemned the May 9th incidents and resigned from the PTI

Yo
Quetia

r brother of Qasim
sy Club:

Suri addressiy
oto provided by the author,

@ press conference at
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Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and appre-
hensions expressed by the Baloch and Pashioon nationalist l!lemcal parties.

The census staft 15
province. What to spe:

entire Pakistan

et to reach the people living mn url 8
{ . about the remote areas of the province, which cov-
ers half of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of

an parts of the

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan

Specific law and order situations. rugged mountains, long distances.
plamns, and administrative issues make it very difficult to make sure proper
and accurate counting of all individuals in Balochistan.

As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% popula-
tion of the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. It is iron-
ic fate if this meager population is not counted properly during the census

of 2023
Census also a sen
Like in some ¢

«© topic in Balochistan
s of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to

be one of the sensitive topics in Balochistan. Almost all political parties are
skeptical about the process of the current enumeration/census,

he Balech nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of
Afghan refugees in the census process and fear that this would bring a
demographic change in Balochistan. Similarly. the Pashtoon nationalist

parties fear that the

under the garb of Afghan refugees
Balochistan makes up only 6% papulation of the entire country
The resource-rich province of Balochistan has a nominal representation
in the parliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a

total o

ernment, and distribution of d

(ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored

342. The province has no say in the formation of the federal gov-
lopment funds under the federal public

sector development program (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share

of 6% percent in services is swallowed by Islamabad through fake domi-

ciles.
_ Balochistan is lagging behind all other provinces in terms of key social
indicators including education, health, sanitation and clean drinking water.

Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of

the worst governance.

To be precise, all political parties should put their heads together and

bury the hatchet and come w

‘with one point agenda that a fair and trans-

parent census should be conducted before it is already late.

EDITORIAL

Thursday,May,25,2023

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

ricle 25 of
Constittion

tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex, It
means that the rights of

men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it is s0? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

Gender_ Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

mgr

here are many poli-
¢y options to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important_as_a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender

Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  creale
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
sender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to promoting gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part’ of human
rights. Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budga-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi
nation against women,
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgetin
thus identifies the
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic poli Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, *Is there any study
ever conducted to_find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or Pre-budgel
assessment of the annu-
al budgel on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
orm  almost  50%
(48.76%, to be speci
ic)of aur national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,

is ratio
is 47.47%, If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the Impu]atinu is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment  starts
and ends with the provi-
sion o Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
ty. As mentioned above
female population in
Balochistan is 47 4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

anal
201
shows that there was not
a single project in the
years 2013- 14 st
2014-15, as if women
did nmot. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to .22%. It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion  gets the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
Gially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chanees of eml)l oyment,
and around 75% of the
women  labor  force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are
solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work F lace
y

Surprisingly there are
no eparate  Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for

ladies in Secretariat and
For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male offigers

There is a women's
Development
Department, mostly
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are suppased to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
plans for female uplift
Conditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable.  Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming and
using th untapped
potential

The Iran-Saudi pact

The recent rapproche-
ment_between Iran and
Saudi Arabia creat-
ed a npple of excite-
ment among the people

the region, who have
been badly affected by
the undeclared cold war
between the fwo coun-
Ties

The efforts to normal-
ize ties between the two
archrivals might also go
a long way m Stabihzing
the situation n_various
Rarts of the reglonr and

elping the people of
Yemen put an end to the
terrible’ war that has
pushed milhions of peo-
ple towards hunger.
starvation and miseries
and caused colossal
damage to the country’s

nfrastructure
The two Middle
Eastern powers have

expressed their intention
10 SOt OUL 18SUES N A
amicable while
announcing the restora-
tion of diplomatic ties. 1t
15 also believed that this
normalization will not
only boost economic
cooperation between the
two countries but also
allay apprehensions that
the people of two states
have about one and

another.

Many believe that the
leaders of two countries
demonstrated great
political acumen by
accepting the reality of
em world “that
advocates the resolution
of problems through
talks and diplomacy
It 13 also huﬁcd that
friendly ties between
Rivadh and Tehran will
pave the way for an
effective recanciliation
1as an

tween the
Suntis of lraq besides

reducing tensions
between the pro-lran
and pro-Saudi’ Arabia
R;[Jlllltﬂ] factions in the
1ddle East and several
parts. of the Muslim
world
expected that
positive signals emanat-
ing from Riyadh in
Tehran mught be nstru-
mental in putting an end
to the propaganda war
unleashed by the media
autlets of the two states
years ago, bringing the
people of the two states
closer
The easing of tensions
could greatly benefit the
Iranian economy that
as  been  crippled
because of the ruthless
sanctions imposed
US and s allies
The recent unrest in Iran
was also partly fuelled
by the precarious eco-
nomie situation that has
plunged millions of peo-
ple 1nto a hie of mx
and impovenishmen
These sanctions dealt a
severe blow to Iranian
oil export, depriving it
of jts fair share m the
gﬂohal market, causin;
the loss of billions o
dollars over the years
The and its
European allies tred to
isolate Iran at the nter-

national level, which
also damaged the coun-

try  diplomatically
Enemies of Iran used
this unrest 10 tarnish the
mage of the country,
assertmg that, Tehran 15

ifferent from a fas-
Cist state.

The normahization of
ties perhaps will not
mstantly end Iranian
isolatjon at the interna-
uonal level, but help
Tehran find some sup-

ort at regional forums.
Vhile sanctions against
Iran are likely to contin-
ue. making it dif It
tor Tehran to gm any
sigh of relief at the glab-
al level, 1t can enhance
Tranian Share in regional
trade.
After the normaliza-
tion of relations wath the
UAE if Iran manages to
put aside its differences
with Saudi Arabia. it
will help hoost 1ts image
as country  that
believes m talks and
diplomacy, questioning
the narrative that has
been projected by the
Wesl asserting that the
theocratic state secks
regional dominance by
bankrolling  proxies
across the region
Cordial ‘ties with
Tehran will also greatly
help Rivadh that has
been beéset by drone
attacks alleﬁedtv carried
out by the Houthi rebels
of Yemen. Rivadh has
been trying hard to
diversify its economy,
Fumm & hillions of dol-
ars mto construction of
tourist  resorts  and
development of service
industries. These sectors
of the econemy cannot
achieve any significant
suecess  amidst  the
atmosphere of hostility
and ammosity m the
region, The ~fear of
attacks in any country
dissuades toutists from
visiting that country
Such  tensions _also
undermine the efforts
that are meant to boost
economic development
Saudi rabia s
almost friendly with
every country of the
region. After “following
hawkish policies for

some years, its leader-
ship has adopted a prag-
approach ~ that
seems to promoting
regional trade and eco-
nomic  development
The kingdom also
determmed to
modernize.  Animosity
with _Iran has greatly
benefited the obscuran-
tist forces of the country

at thrive on such hos-
tility.  Good relations
with Iran will allow the
kingdom to deprive ret-
rogressive clements of
the excuse they employ
to stoke anti-Iranian
feehng

Such people with a
medieval mindset also
scorn  the reformist
agenda o ¢ current
Saudi Arabia govern-
ment So, on the domes-
tie front it will strength-
en the nr?g.mans( lead-
ershup of Riyadh. creat-
mﬁ ease to carry out the
scheme of modermiza-
tion that 1s badly needed
for a country which has
been accused of foment-
ing sectarian hatred and
religious orthodoxy, 1t
will also help Saudi
Arabia project its soft
image which 1s neces-
sary 1f the kingdom real-

diversify its economy,
The Trapprochements

tween  Tehran  and
Riyadh will also boost
theé image of China as a
Elobal Teader. Beijing
as emerged as an mflu-
country i a
region that has been
lncued by wars, con-
icts and hostilities. The
involvement
also reflects the waning
power ol the US that is
more nterested in sell-

By Abdul Sattar

ing weapons to all the
rival states instead of

region The people, of
the Middle East might
remember China as the
country that helped cre-
ate a situation where
they could have a sigh
of relief, and
Washington as an actor
that did nothing for the
region except fueling
maore tensions,
e good gestures
b? the two ecountries
also indicate that the
world 1s ﬁnallly entering
into an era of effective
multilateralism  First.
Russia stabilized war-
2 rears

v
ago and now China is
trying to create the
atmosphere that might
go a long way in foster-
g regional unity and
promoting business and
trade n_not only the
Mddle East but beyond
as well prospects
of this umity are bright
because Riyadh 15 not
O\ﬂ( normalizing ties
with Iran, but has also
made efforts to put aside
flerences  with
15 while _cn_]ugr
mg good tes with” the
Iraql government that
also played a crucial
role in bringing the two
states closer

The  rapprochement
should serve as a
reminder to the belliger-
ent leadership of Isracl

t has been seeking
regional  domination
through fear and ntimi-
dation. Tel Aviv needs to
realize that by violatin
international * laws an
usurping the rights of

Mirror, mirror

on the wall.

he time has
come when we
must ask that
magic mirror
on  the wall
what the future
of our nation_is to
Beyond the mirror, there
are really no answers,
with analysts putting for-
ward a vanety of opin-
ions, some arguing that
after three years of acute
hardship caused by mfla-
tion, unemployment and
related issues, Pakistan
will boom back and make
a full recovery. Others are
far less optimistic and
there is a sense of hope-
lessness and despondency
across the country,

The evidence” of this
came in the fact_that in
2022, as many as 750,000
voung Pakistanis, most of
them highly educated
doctors, engineers, infor-
mation technology
experts and others opted
to leave the country legal-
Iy This number was far
higher than the under
300,000 which left in the

two preceding  years
Clearly. y unﬁ, people in
a country which has a

huge youth population —
with 64 per cent of natio!
aged between 15 and 30
years — feel that there is
no future for them in the
country where most of
them “were born and
where they grew up
There are, of course,
exceptions to the rule,
and some brave young
Pakistanis have chosen 1o
stay back and help as the
can. Their resolve needs
0 be applauded and so
does the dedication to the
country of other young-

pacity
or the other. Clearly there
are deep feelings for
Pakistan, despite the fact
that its govemnance over
the last seven decades has
done so little for the peo-
ple or devised policies
which can bring out the
immense potential of the
couniry.

So, we asked the mirror
if everything is lost. The
answer is not clear. Much
depends on what future
rovernments do and how
they act We hope that
there will be some sense
of responsibility and an
end to the childish bicker-
ing and refusal to discuss
matters together despite
the national crisis we are
witnessing at the present
time. We cannot say how
the various playess will
act and if the institutions
will stay true to the prom-
ise of steering clear of
Pakistani politics.
Obviously, it would be
extremely wise to do so.

As we look at other
countries in somewhat
similar situations, Sri
Lanka comes to mind.
The country fell into a
crisis three years ago - hit
by hyperinflation and a
situafion which led to
default. As a result,
poverty doubled across
the country and in urban
centre evén tripled. The
plight of the peaple can
only be imagined even
though Sn Lanka has a
better structure of educa-
tion and governance com-
ared “to  Pakistan,

owever, as the World

Ka H

Bank has pointed out,
more and more flaws
have crept into their sys-
tem of governance lead-
ing to the crash of the
country and the crisis that
hitit. Tt is now attempting
to climb back and appears
to he somewhat success-
ful in doing so, with help
from intermational donor
x@cm’ms such as
World Bank as_well as
other foreign nations who
believe that it is impera-
tive that the country
resumes its prior position
in the world.

Pakistan must hope it
can find similar support
over the years to come
and it must also face up to
the reality that the next
three years, at the very
least, “are bound_to be
tough ones, with us
dependent on help from
the outside, How much
help can come in depends
also on the government of
Pakistan and its al
mobilize diplomatic opin-
ion and gain friends it has
lost over the years due to
wvarious sifuations

Though Pakistan,
according to top econo-
mists across the world,
has already defaulted, and
has _therefore turned to
the IMF the lender of last
resort we should remem-
ber that countries such as
Argentina have defaulted

ss than nine times
since the late 1800s. The
last default for Argent
came in 2001 and
currently recovering [
the situation again wi
the aid from the IMF
IMF aid is of course not
always something to be
welcomed

The power

Pakistan’s power and
energy  © as
reached crisis propor-
tions. The power sec-
tor’s circular debt of
Rs2,377 hillion — com-
bined with Rsl.400 bil-
lion of the gas sector —
and  Rse00  billion
payable to PSO speak
volumes of our bad
management and the
unsustainable structure
of  power-and-energy-
seclor governance.

Our~ power sector

structure is flawed — a
combination of wrong
Eeneratmn

sources,

management
mechanism
he falure to plan a
balanced energy mix
ratio, including an o
mal mix of renewables
and thermal-based
sources has resulted in a
disproportionate
reliance on  thermal-
based sources of power
generation ie S84 per
cent The planning fail-
ure on the supply side
has also contnbuted to
the present situation
Supply side planning
in Pakistan was pred
cated on ambitious pro-
jections of industrial
growth The lack of
dustrial development
put paid to all optimistic
assumptions of power
consumption, resulting
im a perennial imbalance
between demand and
supplir The  total
installed capacity of
43 77SMW in Pakistan
unfortunately does not
get utilized due to lack

of industrial demand
and poor transmission
and distribution  sys-
tems.

Pakistan developed
thermal-based IPPs to
cater for  projected
demand in the 1990s
with _generous ROI
incentives for IPP own-
ers through attractive
tariff and capacity pay
ment terms In simple
terms, the IPPs had to
be even if they
were not  producing
electricity because o
the ‘take or pay’ provi-
sion of power purchase
agreements,

Our present genera-
tion capacity — that
touches a peak of
30,000MW once a while
in extreme weather con-
ditions especially in
summer and then plum-
mets down significantly
— compels us o keep the
generation capacity on
idle even when not in
demand. resulting in
hefly capacity payments
to [PPs The demand
and production gap of
electricity in Pakistan is
widening. against the

eman o
120,392GWH, only
87,324 GWH was pro-
duced in  2018-19
According to a LUMS
Energy Tnstitute (LEI)
report, Pakistan with a
base load requirement
of 8,000MW caters to a
demand load of approx-
imately Z0.0DNVF { in
extreme weather condi-
tians for which it has an
installed capacity of
over 40.000MW. .
 The impact of this
imbalance 1s an increase

and energy cris

in the cost of power
generation, which, for
political reasons, is nat
passed on o end con-
sumers and keeps piling
up in the shape of circu-
Tar debt. Combined with
poor bill_recovery and
transmission and distri-
bution losses, the vol-
ume of circular debt
keeps nsing.

Also, the demand side
is not satisfactory. On
the  demand ‘fromt,
Pakistan needs the actu-
al  base load of
8.000MW. Due to sea-
sonal needs — keeping
houses and offices cool
in summer and warm m
winter— the demand
often rises to
30,000MW.

It 15 safe to say that
Pakistan uses costly
power generated mostly
through imported fossil
fuels 1o cool walls and
roofs _at  subsidized
rates. This indeed is an
inefficient way of using
costly electricity.

Now even if the tem-
porary demand in sum-
mer spikes to
30,000MW, the solution
is demand management
— which is avoided 1o
keep constituencies
happy. There could be
several solutions to this
m‘cr—uaFaL‘it}‘ issue, and
one of those to
increase our industrial
capacity so that the

resent base load could

¢ taken wup from
8.000MW to 14.000MW
to reduce the adverse
|m¥act of idle capacity.

he present arrange-
ment of spending $100
billion on capacity pay-

ments to TPPs for main-
taining the capacity that
caters 10 the require-
ment of our domestic
needs — air conditioning
mostly — is the most
inefficient way of utiliz-
ing power Most of our
IPPs are frontloaded
through high capital
expenditure (CAPEX)
and have long tenors of
debt and tariff. The
renegotiation of the loan
tenor and tariff terms is
an option to bring down
the cost of generation.
But this is only a partial
solution whici: has not
berne fruit in the past.

The state of the oil
and gas sector is also
not enviable as the
country has consumed
79 8 per cent and 66 per
cent of the ol and gas
reserves. With the cheap
domestic gas sources
drying up fast, Pakistan
is likely 1o run out of
domestic natural
resources by 2030
Pakistan 1s purchasin;
costly liquefied natural
gas and putting that into
T86 000km-long
pipeline infrastructure
to burn it i domestic
stoves.

The government is
purchasing gas at a cost
of §16/mmbtu and sell-
ing it at a cost of S2-
6/mmbiu 1o rural and
urban domestic  con-
sumers, The resulting
£ap in price recovery —
plus gas thefts and
transmission losses due
1o poor infrastiucture —
results in the gas sec-
tor's circular debt. This
state of affairs 15 unsus-
tainable. We need long-

.

Palestinians.

term structural reforms
through better regula-
tion of the power sector
and professional man-
agement.

Pakistan needs to
enhance its industrial
capacity for efficient
consumption  of its
power capacity in addi-
tion to demand manage-
ment through admi
trative measures like
weather-friendly house
designs. installation of
smart  metres  and
AMRs, plugging thefts
through an overhauled
transmission and distri-
bution system and the
gradual altering of ener-
gy mix, enhancing the
share of hydel " and
renewables fike wind
and solar energy

Price signalfing is one
of the effective tools to
control energy waste
The cost of piped gas
needs to be realistic and
the exploration of the
domestic oil and gas
resources be expedited
through special “incen-
tives to E&P companies
Pakistan needs an
upstream regulator in
the oil and was sector
along with the merger of
Nepra with Ogra 1o
bring more synergy in
energy planning  The
country  alsa  needs
refinery policy urgently
to help  refineries
upscale their productivi-

dekislan should take
some immediate steps
like  bold  reforms,
expert presence in the
power and energy min-
1stries, merger of regu-
lators

It’s all about

politics
Oy&hs

divided

sly
Our
Our
itions are divid-
Our journalists are
divided. We the peaple are
also divided — divided
along political lines. Red
alert: we are divided like
never hefore
Someone intelligent
once said, “It's all about
politics, stupid™ Politics
s where the story really
begins. Our democracy-
oving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic rivals, They
consider each other as
enemies. Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic competitors.
They all want 10 send their
opponents o disease
infected prison cells. Our
democracy-loving politi-
cians do not consider each
other as democratic oppo-
nents. They want to anni-
hilate each other, destroy
and obliterate one ancther.
re’s a proven formu-
la, a formula that has
stood the test of time:
political stability leads to
economic rogress
Political stability results
n two lhms,'s [on%—term
planning and higher levels
of investment Result
economic progress. Look
at Botswana, a small
African  country  that
?ramed independence in
966. Botswana has had a
sable government and
that overtime has resulted
in country-wide economic
development. Yes, politi-
cal stability has turned
Botswana into one of the

state ins

fastest rowing

economies in the world
Chile, a Latin American
exam-

fnging  In economic
growth and a reduction in
poverty Chile is an exam-
ple of econ
through politi ¥
South Korea is another
example of a country that
has experienced economic
progress through political

stability. Singapore 15
another outstanding
example of economic

progress hecause of politi-
cal stability. Singapore's

Singapore into one of the
wealthiest countries i the

worl
Here’s another proven
formula, a formula that
has also stood the test of
time: political instability
has four distinet conse-
ICes” EConOmiIc uncer-
winty, volatility, a lack of
confidence among
nvestors and stagnation.
Venezuela is a case in
aint Remember,
‘enezuela  has  more
proven oil reserves than
any other country in the
world, a total of 304 bl-
lion barrels Venezuela is
a case in point contested
elections, political rmoil
and unrest. Result: hyper-
inflation, a decline in
investment, a shortage of
basic goods and a severe
decline in living stan-
dards. Look at Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe is mineral rich
with coal, copper, iron
vanadium, tin, plat-
inum, lithium and nickel.
But a contested presiden-
tial election and political
instability has resulted in
hyperinflation, a lack of

foreign investment and a
decline in living stan-
dards. Let us learn some-
thing from Demacratic
Republic  of Congo.
Contested  elections, a
long-running civil war,
olitical instability and a
ack of investment in key
sectors like_mining and
agriculture. Take Iraq, for
mstance — the second-
largest crude oil producer
i~ OPEC after Saudi
Arabia with 145 billion
rrels. Ongoing politcal
instability resulting in sec-
tarian vialence, political
unrest and economic stag-

nation
Here's Pakistan with
several significant accom-
lishments. Tt has the
ourth-largest  irngated
land area globally, follow-
mg China, India, and the
US. Additionally, Pakistan
ranks fourth in cotton pro-
duction, fourth in sugar-
cane production, and fifth
in milk production world-
wide. Moreover, Pakistan
is the sixth-largest date
producer globally and the
el&lnh-la est producer of
wheat. Pakistan holds 105
trillion cubic feet of gas
reserves. Reko Dig has 5.0
billion tonnes of copper
ore and 415 million
ounces of gold Pakistan
has the world's second-
largest salt reserves, Our
hydropower potential
exceeds 60,000 MW
“It | about politics,
stupid™ Pakistans pri-
mary issue is political,
rather than economic. The
f r economic
problems lies in the politi-
«cal sphere, and ultimately,
the solution to our chal-
lenges lies, in the hands of
our politicians.
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PM’s son-in-law
acquitted of money
laundering charges

LAHORE: The
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB, has
acquitted Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharil’s son-in-
law Haroon Yousaf of
money laundering
charges

An accountability court
disposed  of  Haroon
Yousaf’s interim bail as
withdrawn

The court was hearing
a money laundering refer
ence against Shehbaz
Sharif and others.

The court directed to
provide a capy of the sup-

Eight Pakistani UN
peacekeepers to be

honoured
posthumously on Today

ISLAMABAD: Eight
Pakistanis are among 103
United Nations peace-
keepers from around the
world would be hmmumd
ms\hum usly on May 25
at a_special ceremony
markmn the 75th anniver-
of UN Peacekeeping,
Lh xnnnunu.d sterday

The Pakistani peace-
keepers include six who
u.'crc mdrl)'rcd w hllu

za | io n
bt«b\ﬁzduun Mission in
the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (MONUS-
C0) when their helicop-
ter crashed on March 29,
2022, They are: Havildar
Muhammad smail,
Major Faizan Ali, Lt Col
f Ali Awan, Naib
ibedar  Sami  Ullah
Khan, Major Muhammad
Saad Nomani, and Lance
Havildar ~ Muhammad
Khan.
Babar Siddique lost
life while also serving in

MONUSCO and
Corporal
Muhammad
while servi
UN  Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilization
Mission in the Cemral
African public
(MINUSCA)
>

Rana
Tahir lslam
with the

Welfare Board meet

Govt should be held
responsible for

plementary report to the
suspects.
he  accountability
court judge said that on
lhe next hearing, the court
will review the indict-
nu.?\[ based on the record

erence till May 31
Shehbaz Shar
sentative  appeared
court and completed rl\c
attendance procedure.
Earlier this month.
National Accountabil
Bureau submitted a sup-

The formal ceremonies
would be held at UN
Headquarters in New

fork, Secretary-General,
Antonio Guterres will lay
a wreath 10 honour [I\e
more than 4.200

eacekeepers who ]l:ne
o3t their lives since 1948
He will also preside over

ceremony in  the
General Assembly Hall at
which gold Medals will
be awarded posthumous-
Iy 10 103 military, polics
and civilian peac
ers, who lost their lives
serving under the UN flag
last vear.

The Secretary-General
will also present the 2022

Military Gender
Advocate of the Year
Award to Captain Cecil

Erzuah, a military offic
from Ghana who served
with the UN Interim
Secunty Force for Abyei
(UNISEA),

Created in 2016, the
Award recognizes the
dedication and effort of
an_individual peacekeey
er in promating the
ciples of UN _Security
Resolution 1325 on
women, peace and securi-
ty.

In his message for the
accasion, the Secretary-

plementary report in the
accountability
declaring

court
Shehbaz
son,
n the

PM
d

al

An accountability
disposed of  Haroon
Yousaf's interim bail as
withdrawn The court was
hearing a money launder-
ing reference against
Shehbaz Sharif and oih-
ers. The court directed to
provide a copy of the u
plementary report to the
suspects INP

court

General said, United
Nations peacekeepers are
the beating heart of our
commitment to a more
peaceful world For 75
vears, they have suppon-
ed people and commum-
nes rocked by conflict
and upheaval across the
alobe

Jean-Pierre  Lacroix,
Under-Secretary-General
for Peace Operations,
said: Peacekeeping is 1
powerful example of how
strong _partnerships and
collective polilical will
can result in meanin
change Working Iug:ﬁ'l
with local communities
and other partners, our
personnel prote

advance political

s, and help end
in the pursuit of
ustamable peace

"We appreciate the
support of all stakehold-
ers to ensure that
Peacekeeping can cont
ue to work as an effective
multilateral tool for glob-
al peace and security.

he Irllcnmllcmal Dray
of UN Peacekeepers was
emhlmhed by the UN
General  Assembly in
2002, to pay tnbute'to all
men and women serving
in peacekeeping (NP

ENEVA
A«scmhlvAddrcs & Pan

SHC moved to suspend
by-poll on NA seat in Karachi

KARACHI: A petition was
filed in Sindh High Court (SHC)
on Wednesday seeking the sus-
ension of a by-poll in Karachi’s
Rl A-23% consfituency

The petition was filed by
PTI's former MNA Akram
Cheema. B

The euuuner maintained that
the PHC an. d already
suspended Il\ polls in Khyber
Pak]\lunkhm\f P}aml Punjab.

At udge
en’ order

mquured m sublmt u.
copies of both courts

hich, Cheema's lawyer
told the court they have a copy
of the written order of LHC it
PHC judgement is currently not
avalable.

The court then ordered to sub-
judzement of PHC
ing the suspension
' .pum and adjourned the
fullhﬂ proceedings till Monday

HC bars by-polls on NA

Student dies of heat, load
shedding during board exam

KIIMRPL'R In a devastat

inci a student tragically
lost his life on Wednesday dm.
to load shedding and exire

heat during his Ith class board
examination

The unfortunate incident

occurred at the Government
Degree College in the Thiri -uea
\d ere hus

of Rhau‘]vm
eds of sb s gathered m
appear for rhur \ I[h class board

The student, identified as
Mehtab Ali, lost consciousness
while giving his exam. The boy
was immediately rushed to the
hospital But tragically, could
not be revived, and eventually
died

Initial reports suggest that the

ster Abdul Qadir Patel f,pcnds hun dnv at World Health

demic Fund meeting

seats elections

Meanwhile, the Lahore High
Court (LHCY today suspended
by-elections 1 two National
Assembly constituencies
108 Faisalabad and NA-118
Nankana Sahib

The LHC judge Justice
Shahid Karim issue |he \erdm
on petitions filed by
Farrukh Habib and’ ]Ju ah

The petitioners argued that
by-elections in both constituen-
cies were scheduled 1o be held
on May on May 28, adding that
as per the law they could not be
conducted when there are less
than 90 days in completion of
the National Assembly.

During the hearing [odaf
Advocate Azhar Siddique told
the court that the by-election
could not be held 120 days
lu.ﬁm. the expiry of 'h:. term of
National Assembly
Ihe PHC had postponed the

Court, adding

and

mqum.d to sub;
copies of botl

they
order of LHC
ment is
avanlable The

PHC

wéﬂ

bu‘y_ . died of
suffocation Reportedly, laad

edding left the “swdents
exposed to the sweltering heat
Amid scorching temperatures
and a power outage, the situa-

s(udtm: lives
during crucial e

tion al examination cener

quickly wmed into a life-threat-  tion declaring

ening ordeal tions  across
The temperature inside the According to

hall rose significantly, creating  all educational

an unbearable environment for

those present. June 1, 2023,
The Minister for Education 2023

Board, lIsmail, had previously on August ]

ul authorities (o ensure unisi-

terrupted  power supply in  during
exatination centers, particular-  May. thout
Iy considering the intense heat  supply,
prevailing in Sin uonm{m light of
However,  this incident dentl

PTI leader’s

attempt t

abroad foiled

KARACHI: As crackdown on PTI has intensified

and more and more party lead

faging arrests in the aftermath of M
a former member of the National /
belonging to the PT1 was stopped from going abroad

on Wednesday,
Saima Nadeem
bound plane at Karachi's J

Airport and was taken 1o mqmn police station
where investigators interrogated he:

Saima Nadeem was offloaded me PIA flight PK-
503 and taken into custody as her name was on the

stop list Amid the crackdown

topped more than 2
s from leaving Pa

mention here that more and

including former MNAs and MPAs, are leaving the
party, saying they are apgrieved over attacks on

army and government building:
martyrs on May P

was offloaded

tion Awency (FIA) has

1stan.1t1s pertinent to

o flee

ers and workers are
ay 9 vandalism,
ssembly (MNA)

from Toronto-
innah International

against PTI leaders
00 suspecled leaders

Busines

more PTI leaders,

s and monuments of

KARACHI: Chairman

Pakhtunkhwa su it shoul
stopped in Punljal\ too,”™
court At this, the ECP advocate
argued that the election was
stopped in KP by making false
stalements in the Peshawar High
that all prepara-
tians for the elections have
completed, and the court should
dismiss the petition The

uoner maintained thal the
LHC had aL

by-polls
Pak mmkhwa (KP)émd Punjab
th

Cheema’s lawyer told the court
have a copy of the written

\,urren[I:,
to submit a wnln.u udgement of

verdict regarding the sus-
pension of by-polls INP

ts a failure to m.p\emen\
sary measures (o

Itis pertinent to mentmn here
that the Education Department
of Sindh had issued a notifica-

(,ommanu their hol
with schools reopening

The decision to hold exams
the scorching heat of

has now been ques-

Ql‘ETT.-\ A view ol poa‘r Mple iving in tents close to rallwa\- lrav:k.

US says keeping an
eye on situation in
Pakistan

\U\SH]NGT‘O\I The United
States has called for the "respect
and equal a}!pl\mimﬂ of democrat-
ic principles, freedom of expres-
sion and rule of law" in Pakistan,
t was closely monitoring
lopments in the country

Addressing a nev.s briefin
“aslunl,[on an ay

])a ment spokesman Matthew
Miller said "We call for the respect
and equal application of democrat-
ic principles, freedom of expres-
i rule of law
around the world, and of course, in
Pakistan we urge that these prm
ples be respected for all people."

Miller was responding to a ques-
tion regarding the crackdown
against political workers and jour-
nalists in light of May 9 protests in
Pakistan

The

in
tale

State Department
sfukcspcrson reiterated  that
Washington continued to closely
monitor the situation in Pakistan
but doesn't "have a position on one
political candidate or another” in
the country.

Moreover, Miller also expressed
regret over the ferrorist attack on
the gasfield in Hangu and offered
sympathies to the bereaved fam
lies. "We are saddened by the dev-
astating reports concemning the
deadly militant attack ar the
Pakisian oil and gas facility, which
killed four security troops and wo
private guards," he said, while
praying Tor speedy wcn»el‘ of
those injured in the attack At least
four Frontier Constabulary (FC)
personnel and two private security
guards were martyred when aézps
plant in Tall Tehsil of Hangu dis-
trict, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa came
under terrorist attack. INP

Khyber
Id be
he tald

cen

B eii-

HC

re'\d» sus elended
er

judge
writien order
ourts To which,

but PHC judge-
not
rt then ordered

Police take
control of
Kacha Moro
area

RAHIM YAR KHAN. The
Punjab police claimed 10 have
gained control of Kacha Moro dur-
ing ongoing operation against des-
perate robbers and terrorists in

atcha_areas of Rajanpur and
Ra\um Yar Khan, Police confirmed

Wedr

and well-b

unl.eﬁm'm said two fresh police
summer vaca- rm,keli have been set up at the
the provinee. | hideouts of runaway criminals in
\l\c notification, | Kacha Moro, adding at least 75
insti | ons \wl\ termitory have so far been retrieved
from the influence of the anti-state
elements and further advancement
is continuing. The spokesman fur-
ther said at least seven robbers
have been killed. 13 others have
surrendered themselves, and 31
arrested. Police retrieved nine kid-
napped victims and seized a I|ugl.
cache of arms and ammu n
rom the hideouts of criminals. I

idays fro
until Iuh _'\I

reliable power

is tragic inci-

s leader calls for

reducing production costs
for industry in budget

the country, many

economic and political
disaster, tweets Rashid

PHC suspends arrest
warrants of ex-minister,
others under MPO

of National
Grou|
Pmanl:nl

are
operating at_half or less
while millions
have become

nd
lmellecm-\h Forum, ami

I, and if this
1 continues, the

oral
He said that due to the
increased wvalue of the

dollar, a surge in bank
markup, deps n of
the rupee, ﬂuvmhle

RAWALPINDI Release from prison is  should be held supreme
Awami Muslim League  [like a written statement of  and respect for women {s
chief Sheikh Rashid quitling politics, he necessary, he continued
Ahmed has said that the  added The former interior

incumbent “incompetent’
tmemmem should be
eld responsible for eco-
nomic and pﬂb[]cal woes
and none else.

In his messas
social networl E
Tuwilter, the former inter
o 1
days there are no press
conferences but pressure
conferences, a possible
referen: ta  Shircen
Mazari and Fayyaz
Chohan whe quit the PTI
the other day

He said spending two
or three months in jail
does not mean end.

Rashid said rupee has
fallen into abyss. It is not
clear where it will stop
The economic crisis has
been transformed into a
political crisis under a
conspiracy to present a
sham budget

The former minister
Tamented that if the judi-
ciary is overwhelmed and
helpless, only Allah will
save the country.

He said that the whole
nation condemns the inci-
dents of May 9 and has no
sympathy with the perpe-
trators. But the sanctity of
chadar aur char deewari

minister opined that the
playing field has been
“levelled ™ If not, it will
be done by June 15 Now
the selections should be
over and the elections
should be held

He said he was sen-
tenced 10 seven years in
Jail in a ['abucaled case af

kalashmkm Later, hc
remained in prison in a
murder and finality of
prophethood cuses Now
am ready to go to prison
again. But, until I am
arrested, [ will continue
tweeting daily."INP

PESHAWAR. The The court restrained | All Karachi Industrial
Peshawar High Court the administration from | Alliance, and former
(PHC) on Wednesday arrest of the accused | provincial minister Mian
suspended  detention  under the MPO-3. The | Zahid ussain  on
orders of former provin-  bench  also  ordered | Wednesday called for sig-
cial minister Anwar Zeb  transfer of the case | mficantly reducing busi-
Khan and other Pakistan ~ Mingora bench of the | ness cost for the industri-
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)  high court. al sector in the upcoming
workers under  the  “The court in its order | budget

Maintenance of Public
Drder.
A b

h of the PHC,

comprised of Justice
Ishtiag Ibrahim_ and
Jusitce ahibzada

Asadullah heard a peti-
tion of five PTI v»or ers
including Anw
Khan, challenr_m_s, lhelr
arrestwarrants under
MPO-3

The court suspended
the MPO order issued
by Bajaur  district
administration

‘Shah Mehmood is in Adiala Jail,’
AAG tells lslamabad court

ISLAMABAD:  The
additional attorney gener-
al has told the Islamabad
High Court that PTI
leader and former minis-
ter hal Mehmoed
Quresm is in Anhala Jail

He further said Qureshi
is detained under Section
3 of the MPO, adding a
total of cight cases are
registered against him, as
per a police report

I'wo cases were regis-
tered on May 9 and 10,
while six cases are old,
the police said

he court disposed of

[hu petition for providing
d\.ct?all\ ; of  cases
a;amsl ureshi
Heal % the case, the
THC chio justics said the

petitioners may approach
the appropriate forum
The additional attorney
general, the assistant
attorney general, the DSP
(legal), “an state
counsel appeared before
the court
Advocate
Malik arpmrod
on
Mehmood Qureshi.
Earlier, the Islamabad
olice had expressed
ignorance  about  the
whereabouts of former
foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi
he law enforcement
agency was responding to
a query during the hear-
ing by Islamabad High
Court” on a petition of

Taimoor
m court
Shah

ng details
registered

told the

against him
The

olice

e nst

the senior T Ieaaer n
Islamabad

They further said there

are _six other old cases

against him“We don’t

know  where  Shah

lehmoo i the
lslamabad police told the

The court_ordered the
Interior Ml o

inform it which case
Shah  Mehmood was
arrested  in Islamabad

High Court Chief Justice
Aamer Faroog adjourned
the hearing for some

On Tuesday evening,
the former foreign minis-
ter. as well as party leader
Musarrat Jamshed

heema, were re-arrested
from outside Adiala Jail
minutes  afier  their
release

Speaking to private Tv
news channel after being
released from the jail,
Qureshi declared he was
nat quitting the PTL

m with the party, |
ty.”

will stay with the p
the PTI vice chairman
told the reporter The

orders of his release were

issued after Qureshi’s
]'m\.ers submitted  an
affidavi before  the
THC lNP

also ordered petitioners
1o submit two lac ripees
surety bonds each

court  ordered
petitioners to  submit
their statements on oath
to the district admini
tration that they will not
take part in such activi-
ties in future INP

Otherwise, the future
of industries in the coun-
try will be uncertain hit-
ting production. exports,
employment and revenue,
he warned

In a_statement issued
here, Mian Zahid Hussain
said that thousands of
industries have closed in
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couniry's economic con-
dition will further deteri-  percent, import.| INP

TENDER NOTICE sﬂz

The Director General Heallh Sevices invites bids from efigible
Bidders for supply of following items. Bid Security 2%
TSE-222305325261 Only electronic

bid will be submitied, No
physical bid s required
SNo lass of Object TiFee
1 KT ﬂu\mmmllhm@m 1,000+
Count:3)

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules - 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: 3 Assignments of
Similar Nature and Compleaity 15,000,000 in Pravious3. Tum over
of al least 10,000,000 PKR in 2 Subsequent Previous Years.

Presanca inAckive Tax Payar Lisl, Sales Tax Carificale. The bidkling
firm rmust not be currently blacklisted by any procuring agency of
Pakistan. JV is not permissible. Submission of the required Bid
Security " i i
evaluation the bidding firm shall be declared as ineligible and non-
responsive. Submission of the required Bidding document Fee, An
affidavit of PKR: 100+- from Bidder having following undertaking: aj
Bid Validity Compliance (90 Days) b) Delivery Period Compliance

‘Black Lisii

of warrarty period. 1) Agreement with all terms & conditions. Must
thave authorization from the Manufacturer or Main Distributor for
Pakistan. Originl Reoeipt of Tender Purchase (Green Chalan of
PKR 1000). Evidenca of Bid Securty @ 2% (amount erased) of
quoted ilems by the firn / bidder {copy of CDR/Pay Order/Bank
‘Guarantee) Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two
Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Deposit at Call of 2 %
‘spacified

above in the name of the ned from a schaduled
hbank Tender Documents: Tha NIT & Bidding Document can ba
obtained electranically from www.bopta.gob pk Issuance of tender
Documents: Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at
Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitied electronically latest by 06 June, 2023 fill 09:30 AM
through supplier dashboard. Tendar opaning: Al tanders will ba
‘opened on same day at 10:30 AM an EPPS System Address: DG
Health Services Quelta Phone no: 0813211340
Emall: dghealthbalochistan@g
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Minister unveils plan to attract foreign, domestic
investment in Al

The policy will harness an agile framework to address different aspects of unique user journeys encom-
passing different market horizontals and industry verticals by ensuring the responsible use of Al

The Ministry of IT&T is also forming a Policy Committee that will lead the policy consultation process
and finalize the draft of the National Al Policy

The Policy Committee will comprise experts from industry, academia, and government Ministry of
IT&T ancourages top experts in the field of Al from Indusiry and Academia to become part of this Policy

Thursday,May,25.2023

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul Haque
Wednesday said the incumbent go ment was working on & strategy to attract more and more foreign as
well as domestic investment in Artificial Intelligence (Al), considered a key element in strengthening
economies in the modern world

In a statement, he said, at least 6¢ countries. including India and Sri Lanka, have adopted the Al laws
and policies since 201

The minister said Bangladesh’s draft pelicy has recently been opened for public feedback and consulta-
tion

The Minisiry of Information Technology and Telecommunication has also uploaded a draft of the
Atificial Intelligence Policy (ATP) on its official webpage, seeking public feedback and suggestions from
public and private sector D[%zmzalmus academia, civil society, and industry to finalize the document

Artificial Intelligence Policy is a pivotal milestone for transforming Pakistan into a knowledge-based
economy as it spel%s out a rnlnonal strategy 1o establish an ecosystem necessary for AT adaption

Institute Of Medical Science
FIRST CONVOCATION

The minister said, to secure the economic future moving forward along with other fields adopti
Artificial Intelligence (Al) was indispensable in the current scenario.
“There is no doubt that all major frants of national power like the economy, security, and military power
depend on technological advancement” the minister added
e said that Pakistan wanted to get its due share of the global Artificial Intelligence (AT} market which
is likely 10 reach USS 1 rillion by 2030 INP

A brighter future for
Pak-China ceramic
cooperation: Liza Zhou

ISLAMABAD; There is a brighter future for Pak-
China ceramic cooperation, said Liza Zhou, semior
sales manager of a top Chinese ceramic brand.

China is a major producer of ceramic. which is
famous for its long history and high-cost performance

Liza Zhou told Gwadar Pro thal the quality of their
products is now close to that of Italian ceramic tiles,
some can even surpass them

b wed with Pakistani ceramic:

such as shortage of technology, taxation and rising
cost of energy. "If we have better machinery here,
there will be better results.

If we have automatic production lines, we can
achieve a higher production efficiency, "said Mazhar
Tgbal, Production Manager at Deen China Ware,
Gujranwala

[*ak-China ceramic cooperation can be a solution fo
above problems both countries have encountes

the technology

Science,

Pakistani rupee
shows some spine
against US dollar

]\LJ‘MF‘BI\D I]\e PaLutlam ru ee

||1dm5 an
Wednesday. after sustaining losses for
five consezutive sessions

According to the data made av
able by the forex dealers, the local cus
rency went up by 40 paisas against the
greenback and was currenily being
fraded at Rs286 7

On Tuesday, |he Pakistani rupee
was depreciated by 021% in the inter-
b.ml. market. The. currency settled at

7.15, a loss of 59 paisas as per the
Slate Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
hie gap between open and bank

rates has further widened. The
Exchange Companies Association of
Pakistan reported the closing price of
the dollar at Rs305 compme(l o
Rs301 in the previous session

T nsmg clulldr price gap has cre-

ated fe g the stakeholders that
(\le excl\ange rale could face another
e local currency would
fall to RUUU |n the interbank.

The financial circles believe that the
banks are under pressure from the fed-
eral government to open letters af
credit for imports without taking the
SBP into confiden

The central bank has been trying to
minimise imports, reduce the current
account deficit and avoid & default-
like situation, However, the political
government is under intense pressure
from the manufacturing and export
sectors (o allow imports or face a neg-
ative economic growth rate, INP

Class XI physics,
chemistry papers
leaked in
Larkana,
Benazirabad

LARKANA,  BENAZIRABAD
The Class XI physics and chemistry
E;\peﬂ were leaked Wednesday in

arkana and Benazirabad, respective-
Iy, before the start of the exam

question paper was widely
shared in WhatsApp groups before the

exam even starl
Besides the er leakage, the
cheating mafia ?er ed the students
solve the question Rﬂper within min-
utes lhmu§| WhatsApp groups.

The students were o solve the ques-
noﬂ paper in two hours and 40 min-

ut

\.mumr\»‘ tall claims of the educa-
tion board about the best arrangements
to prevent cheating durmfg exams were
dashed to pieces as the Class X1 chem-
iy paper was leaked in Beracirabad
disfrict

The question paper was widely
shared in WhatsApp eroups befare the
start of the exam, and the students at
the examination centres were seen
solving the question paper through
cell phones.

Besides. the students taking the
exam suffered a great deal of incon-
venience and mme of them fainted
due to the absence of drinking water at
the examination centres amid power
loadshedding in the hot weather INP

14-year-old
boy burned to
death in
Gujranwala

GUIRANWALA  Police has
confirmed on Wednesday that a
charred body of a |4-year-old boy
was found at an abandoned ghee
mill in Gujranwala

According to police, after
receiving information that a dead
body was lying in the premises of
forsaken gee mill, a police team
aided by the forensic teams

reached the cnme scene and taken
the dead body of the boy in cus-

hands and le;a ucd and bod:, pans
burned

Police shifted the accused dead
body to hospital for autopsy
Police suspected aspect of rape
before murder. The body of the
vietim is yet to be identified INP

rezacer £ wit S PP 5
TEXILA: President Dr Arif Alvi addressing the first convocation of HITEC Institute of Medical

Money-laundering
case against Sharifs
adjourned

LAHORE: An accountability
court in Lahore on Wednesday
adjourned the hearing of assefs
beyond means and m(:nrg, laun-
dering reference against_ Prime
Minister Shehbaz, Sharif and
Hamza Shehbaz until May

The court also approved Hamza
Shehbaz's application seeking
exemption from hearing far one
day

>Ihe court ordered provision of
copies of NAB's supplementary
investigation report to all the
accuse

Earlier, the court disposed of
the interim bail petition filed by
Haroon Yousaf, son-in-law of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
after the larter said he was with-
drawing it

Judge Qamaruz Zaman of the
accountability court No 9 heard
the case Speaking on the occasion,
Yousaf, who was hitherto a pro-

claimed offender in the case along
with another suspect Syed Tahir
Nagvi, said that since hé had been
declared innocent in the National
Accountability Bureau's (
supplementary report, he did not
Tequire hail in the case 2

o-suspect Naqvi also with-
drew the interim bail application.
Besides Yousaf and Nagvi
Shehbaz is also a suspect in the
money laundering case

The court ordered distribution
of supplementary repor’s copies
to 16 suspects in the case.

The judge remarked that now
the question was whether other
suspects in the case could
indicted. He further said that |f
proofs were found to be inade-
quate, the suspects could be set
Iree. Hamza Shehbaz, son of the
prime minister, on the occasion
filed an application for exemption
from appearance.

=

Messages of martyrs' relatives

on ‘Youm-e-Takreem

-Shuhads

e-Pakistan’

ISLAMABAD: The relatives
of martyrs have expressed their
views and shared their message
in connection with *Youm-e-
Takreem-e-Shuhada-e-
Pakistan’ scheduled to be
observed on May 25

A couple of days ago, the
army chief made the announce-
ment to mark the day to honour
the martyrs.

In a message, the nephew of
Flight Lieutenant Saifullah
Lodhi Shaheed said the armed
forces are the only means of
efence of the country.

The wife of Squadron Leader
Shabbir Alam Siddiqui Shaheed
said the entire nation be proud
of the Pakistan Army. "W

should try 1o ensure th
sacrifices do not go

The brother  of  Flight
Lieutenant Shahid Mehmood

Shaheed said the nation is

blessed with freedom the result
of m: 5acul|ces of the martyrs

Flight Licutenant
uod Aln ed Buft Shaheed

id: "As a nation, it is our duty
1o remember the sacrifices of
the martyrs and play our part in
national progress

The :Iale(er of Squadron
Leader Muneeruddin Ahmed
Shaheed said that the sons of
the soil sacrificed their lives to
protect the motherland.

Wife of Wing Commander
Numan Akram Shaheed said:
“We should remain united and
the martyrs and should
ot hesitate ta make any sacri-
In.e for the sake of the coun-
e

¥
The brother of Rashid
Minhas said "A martyr never
dies and our religion reaches us
1o respect martyrs - our nation
is ready for any sacrifice "INP

Pakistan doubles
daily Covid tests

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
diagnosed another five Covid-19
infections with no fatality despite
more than doubling the daily tests
during the last 24 hours, showed
the data released by the National
Institute of Health (NIH) on
Wednesday mor

According to 1 IH data, the
death toll in'the country remained
the same at 30,662 whereas the
number of total infections now
rose to 1,580,967 after adding the
fresh five cases

During (he 24 hours
esday), 2,190 tests were cor
throughout  Pakistan

The number of patients
al care stood at seven
India reports 352 new coron-

coronavirus infections w
active cases have decreased to
6,591 from 7,104, acmrdln;lo the

ISLAMABAT
meeting of ECC

Union Health Ministry data updat-
ed on Wednesday. reported Indian
news agencies

The death toll has increased to
5,31,849 with six deaths which
included three fatalities reconciled
by Kerala, the data updated at 8
am stated

The (m:d case IaUy was
recorded 449 " crore
(4,49 87, SQU ||IE active cases
new comprise 0.01 percent of the

otal infections and the national
('o\ id-19 recovery rate has been
rded at 98 80 percent, the
ministry said

The number of people who have
recuperated from_the disease
surged 1o 4,44,49.451 and the case
fatality rate was recorded at 1.18
percent. According to the min-
istry's website, 22066 crore doses.
of "Covid mccme have been
administered in the country so far
a\nder the nationwide vaccination

rive

and nnc‘iuneb of China are better. F
technology of gold tile only exists in China or Sp:

and nowhere in the world,” said Muhammad Qhahld
CEO of Foshan Urban Ceramics, who has an 18-year

ceramic business in China

Since Pakistan has abundant labor force
rials and better intemational trade environment, Pak-
China ceramic cooperation has a great potential

However, Chinese brands are Facin
ties in the international market "
industry is facing great pressure in export. There are
chal\:nbes such as trade barriers. There are competi-
tions with other Chinese enterprises as well as fast w
emerging producers, such as India and Tirkive," said

fred Huang, assistant

Guangdung MarcoPolo Ceramics, one of the largest

ceramic tile brands

Pakistan's ceramic industry is also facing challenges

Girl sold to
Rawalpindi
beauty parlour
recovered by
police

RAWALPINDL: A 9-
vt,ar old girl sold to a
r parlour in
Rﬂ\‘«l pindi bv abductors,
has been recmered on
Wednesday, police ;xui
According o
l'hE

Rawalpin; olice,
gl was kiduapped on
Aay 10 from the limits of

the "airport police station.
Later, she was sold to a
beauty parlour located in
Rawalpindi's posh area

After getting informa-
tion, the police smms_
into action and with
help of a ‘local” rLLO\C'H.d
the abducted girl and
arrested two kidnappers
in the action, while raids
are being conducted to
round up the other mem-
bers of the group.

The Ka»\alpm(h p(rlme
further added th
group invelved in lhc
abduction of the children
also include cops.

Further investigation
has been launched Earlier,
a Station House
SHO) of the Anti-Vi
me  Cell (AVCC)
Yousul” Plaza police sta-
tion in Karachi was found
mvolved in kidnapping
for ransom

According to details, an
AVCC team recovered an
abducted young boy
identified as Bilal - from
Yousufl Plaza police slar
tion.  However, SHO
Imran Mchmood. alleged-
ly involved in the abduc-

tion, fled from the
spot. INP
Woman

kills
stepson for

property in
Lodhran

LODHRAN The
police have arrested a
woman who allegedly
killed her 10-year-old
stepson in a Lodhran,
Police confirmed on
Wednesday

According to Deputy
Superintendent o Police
(DSPy  Lodhran,  the
accused women po-:.(med
his stepson by
poisonou; s and whcn
the innocent failed 1o go
completely unconscious,
She gave him electr
shocks to death. DSP said
that when the child did
not die with to electric
shock, the accused stras
gled him After the deal
of the child, his stepmoth-
er tried to cover up the
incident and took his dead
body to hos#‘mal for treat-
ment, but the autopsy of
the dead body.INP

_Fedeml'Minisler for Finance & Revenue Senator Ishaq Dar chaired the

example, the

Some ;;ulhbcuall(!nn in this sector have already begm‘
and are operaling in zood shape.

"Chinese companies with millions of dollars of
investments had set up their factories in Allama Igbal

Industrial Zone {Special Economic Zone Faisalabad

raw mate-

some difficul-
At present, the whole

to General Manager of

Pakistan

set up under
boosting ceramics busines
Ashfaq, a_pioneer in establishing
Industrial City.

During the last two years, nine ceramics, unl(s have
been established with the assistance of C
in Faisalabad's SEZ Locally-produced cemmn.a 1i
cost-effective and of good quality.
ith the fast-paced de\'elopmem of the sector,
Pakistan can also be able to eam foreign exchange by
exporting ceramics."

"PEC), creating thousands of jobs and
said Mian Kashil
Allama Igbal

said a spokesperson of the All-

Ceramic Tiles Manufacturers

Association INP

Faiz Hameed ‘biggest

beneficiary’ in £190m

NCA scandal, claims
Faisal Vawda

ISLAMABAD: Former federal minis-
ter Faisal Vawda on Wednesday claimed
that former Licutenant General
(Lt Gen) Retired Faiz Hameed was the

“architect” and the “mastermind” in the
National Cnme Agency E190m case
Imran Khan was currently facing,

The PTI leader was speaking to the
it Bl appeared before NAB in
NCA £190m corruption case

Talking to the media, Vawda said that
former accountability advisor Shahzad
Akbar, Zulfi Bukhari and other leaders
were being named in this case but the
biggest “beneficiary” is Faiz Hameed

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Minister of Defen
of Azerbaijan Colonel General Karim Valiyev called on Minister for

Defense Khawaja Muhammad A

“My compulsion today was to tell the
nationi that when you say the beneficiary
is Imran, [..] the biggest is Faiz
Hameed ra\sal Vawda unher said that
this was a “very small case” and thar
bigger crimes would be uncovered when
things were further probed Criticising
President Arif Alvi, the federal minisier
said that Alvi played a_“huge role in
these mlsundemandmgs

“I had warned Imran Khan before
about “snakes” in his party, who would
be holding press conferences soon, con-
demning the May 9 violence,” Faisal
Vawda added INF

and Chief of General Staff

Crackdown on PTI
continues; several
leaders' residences raided

LAHORE/ISLAMABAD: Amid con-
tinuing crackdown on ]um workers,
«up{ rters and leadership, the PTI said

Wednes residences of many
senior leaders including Hammad Azhar,
Omar Ayub Khan and Al Nawaz Awan
were raided overnight

In the PT1 Islamabad's Twitter handle,
the party asserted that during for-
mer federal minister Hammad Azhar’s
82-year-old father was threatened and a
warning was_given lhm his daughter
would be “whisked away” if his son did-
L bumndu to the police

he PTI also_claimed that police had
conducted a raid at party’s Islamabad
!e!‘m\l preudem Ali Nawaz Awan house
PTI leader Omar Ayub
alleged tha( the I:Lamabad Police raided
and searched his house without a war-
rant, abduued his stafl and threatened (o
arrest his

“This |: lhc. level this imported gov-

ernment is stooping too low.” he tweet-

ed
Meanwhile, condemning
and “custodial torture” of
workers and sup,
Imran Khan vow
breath’
“The constitution is being brazenly
violated along with SC (Supreme Court)
s Police are being used to crush
our leaders forced 10 quit the
‘he further said in a tweet, adding
that ™giving into IIn:; cruelty means the
death of our natio
In the PTI Iﬂamabad s Twitter handle,
the party asserted that during a raid for-
mer federal minister Hammad Azhar’s
82-year-old father was threatened and a
warning was_ given that his daughter
would be "whisked away’ if his son did-
't surrender to the police
The PTI also claimed that police had
conducted a raid at party’s Islamabad
rc,glun prt.:ldt.n( Ali Nawaz Awan
house [N

the re-arrest
PTI leaders,

riers, party chief
1o “resist till my last

Omar Ayub Khan’s
house raided in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Police raided the
house of Pakista Tehrn:ck-c-lnafé TIy
Additional Secretary General Omar
Ayub a Islamabad on Tuesday
night, sources sai

According o famjly sources, Omar
Ayub Khan was not in the house at the
time of police ra

They claimed ‘that palice arrested
three emplo\'eec from the house,

t may be noted that police have
arrested” several Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leaders and workers following the
May 9 violence that was triggered after
the arrest of the former prime minister in
the Al-Quadir Trust corruption case,

Earlier on Tuesday, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Vice Chairman Shah
Mahmood ~ Qureshi and Musarrat
Jamshed Cheema were rearrested from
outside Adiala Jail after the IHC had
ordered their release.

In his informal media talk, Qureshi

said: “1 am not leavir
with the party, and 1
party,’

According to family sources, Omar
Ayub Khan was not ini the house at the
time of police rais

They claimed that police arrested
three employees from the house.

It may be noted that pnlme have
arrested several Pakistan Tehreek-e-
f leaders and workers following \I\e
¥ 9 violence that was triggered after
the arrest of the former prime minister in
the Al-Qadir Trust corruption case

Earlier on Tuesday, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI} Vice Chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi and Musarrat
Jamshed Cheema were rearrested from
outside Adiala Jail after the IHC had
ordered their releaseln his informal
meu-a talk, Qureshi said: “Tam not leay-

the party. 1 am with the party, and 1
m | stay with the party "INP

the party, I am
stay with the




