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Treason
Imran Kha

case against
BHC adjourns

hearing till June 7th

Preserve the dead blue whale in
Gwadar Jewani

Syed Ali Skah

The giant blue dwd whale found on the
Jewani  beach Gwadar district_of
Balochistan wuuls to be preserved. The
whale should be preserved and kept for
exhibition in the Gwadar museum to create
awareness among students, wisiting
tourists

Indeed, this is a national asset. Its preser-
vation 1s the core responsibility of the
marines department, Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA}). Experts from the World
Wild Life Department should also be taken
on board to preserve the dead blue whale.

The blue whale
Sfound on
Gwadar beach is
36 feet long

As per initial information, the blue whale
is 36 st long and its weight is estimated

20 ton:
Thr bl\w whale is the largest animal on
the planet, \mghmu as much as 200 tons
(approximatcly 33 clephants) The blue
whale has a heart the size of a Volkswagen

Beetle. Its stomach can hold one ton of krill

and it needs to eat about four tons of krill

cach day.

Blue whale is the
largest animal on
planet

They are the loudest animals on Ea
are even louder than a jet engine. Their ca
reach 188 decibels, while a jel reaches 140
decibels, Their low frequency whistle can be
heard for hundreds of miles and is probably
used to atiract other blue whales Marine life
in the Arabian sea on more than 700 coastal
line in Balochistan provinee should be pro-
tected This is not only the beauty of the
nature, it can also be used for promoting
tourism as well

Balochistan is the
land of wonders
and attractive tourists
destinations

Balochistan is the land of wonders and
attractive tourists destinations. The federal
and provincial governments need to evolve
a strategy and announce a special package
for the promotion of tourism and improv-
ing tounst points, This will play a key role
in altracting national and international
tourists and promote economy.

3 levies men booked for allegedly forcing Najma Baloch
to commit suicide in Awaran

i{'ed Ali Shah
anan Mandokhail

District Awaran administration regis-
tered a case against three levies men
allegedly forcing and blackmailing Najma

aloch to commit suicide in Balochistans
Awaran district. Parents and family mem-
bers termed the incident as a murder and
demanded an exemplary punishment for all
three accused levies personnel

“The Story Ends
Here” were the last

has been started

Awaran, Khusro Dilavari, the investigation
into the suicide incident of Najma
eputy Commissioner
Awaran has suspended the Levies official
and formed an mquuy committee headed
by me, the AC informed

The incident
happened in
Gishkor area of

words on black
board of Najma

“The Story Ends Here” were the last
words on black board of Najma Baloch, the
{our\g committed teacher in her school,
ocals and residents of the area recalled
According to Assistant Commissioner

Baloch

Awaran

On the request of the family members.
the police have registered a case against
three accused inclu mg., the Levies official
in the Gishkor police station of Awaran

According to the police officer of
Awaran, twelve days after the incident, we
received an application, on which we filed
a complaint filed by Napms uncle, Dil
Murmrad Ealoch against Levies officials
Noor Bakhsh, Muhammad Yusuf and
Sudhir under Sections 322 and 509 of the
Pakistan Penal Code related to murder and
sexual harassment.

“Her tragic
demise deprived 300
students from
education”: the
broken father
bursts into tears

A case has been registered against the
accused and a police have arrested the
accused Sudhir while raids are being
conducted to arrest the others. Gulzar
Dost Baloch a member of a local human
right commission demanded transparent
investigation into the incident.

Mr. Baloh also recorded protest out
side the Awaran Police station the other
day. The sad news af Najma went viral
on social media with people demanding

justice for the broken parents

Dilsard Baloch, the father of Najma
Baloch told Daily Quetta Voice via tele-
phone now the three hundred students of
the village are deprived of getting educa-
tion after the sad demise of his daughter
“We demand justice for Najma™, he con-
cluded with burst of tears in his eyes

Zaireen travelling to Iran to be Treason case against

facilitated: CS Balochistan

News Desk
QUETTA:Chief

Secretary Balochistan,
Abdul Aziz Ugaili chaired
a high-leve to

review a ements for
Zaireen Iru\s,h\m, to Iran
via Pak-Iran border Taflan
on Monday. Additional
Chief Secretary (Home),
Saleh Nasar,
Commissioner
Divyision, Sohail ur
Rehman, Commissioner
Rakhshan Division and
other senior administration
officials participated in the
meeting

The meenno decided to
improve security measures

Speaking on

the CS Balocl

ed the concemne oﬁ'lm\
to make sure provision of
Dl. er facilities for the

cen Zaireen
—

CS directs for

steps to make

sure peacefiel
Journey of

Steps should be taken
to ensure peaceful journey

Imran Khan: BHC adjourns
hearing till June 7th

of the Zairesn™, M. Ugaili

directed  the  officials. . .
various proposals were || Mir Jogezai
ven by concerned com- UETT

missioners and administra-
tion officials with regard to
the improvement of the
facilities for raireen.

Every day, a large num-
ber of Shis Zaireen travel
on Quetia-Taftan highway
o reach Iran and visil holy
places in_Iran and Irag.
Zaireen from Pakistan’s
argest city of Ki
Lahare and other pa
the country frequently trav-
el through Quetta-Taftan
highway

hi,

of

China Exhibition and Trading Center at
Gwadar Port Completed

Stuff Reporter

QUETTA China Exhibition and
Trading Center at Gwadar Port
compleied ai a cost of $12 million
an official handout released to the
ress on Monday sa
nternational Expo Gwadar to
held at the newly established expo
center in June 2 to comeide
h the I0-vear celebrations of

( PEC in July 2023
The develo) mem under CPEC
aims to transtorm Gwadar into a
major commercial and economic
hub, facilitate regional connectivi
and increase Pakistan's maritime

trade, with Gwadar serving as

Pakistan’s largest deep-water port
he port offers a pateway to the

Arabian Gulf, the Middle

Central Asia States, Afgl

nistan

The China Exhibition and Tradi
Center has been ccnlplelrd at a cost
of $12 million at
record time of six munllu the offi-
cial handout concluded

wadar Port in a

(BHC)

against  former

minister Imran Khan_till
h. A Iawyu of the

Jun
Supreme
Pakistan,

ing regis

Jagainst the former

se_ ag
premier

A division bench of the
BHC com 1rmm( Chief

Justice

A:The
Balochistan High Court
adjourned  the
hearing of treason case

Court  of
Abdul Razzaq
har had submitted a
petition in the BHC seek-
wration of treason

rNacem  offh
Akhtar Afghan and Mr.  Rhani

prime

e

\usuce \Iu]mmmzd Amir
Nme arpe.\re‘l on behall  treason

ormer PM Imran
Khan in the case

Razzq Shar Advocale
ana heard the case demands r

Imran Khan F
ing was adjourned till

Wednesday, June 7, 2023
On behalf of the repre-
sentative of the federal
government, Additional
Attomey General Hafiz
Rauf Atta and
Attorney
Mohammad
Kasi were directed b\ [h&.
court to file a reply in this
regard. Former President
Supreme  Court  Bar
Association  Amanullah
Kunrani Ippeared an
behall of the petitioner
while no one appeared on
ehalf of the defendants

istration_ of
against  Sec

tar National
Assembly and

case
Imran

PM Shehbaz congratulates E}dogan
for re-elected as president

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Muhammad
Shehbaz  Sharif
congratulated
resident
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
on his presidential win
Minister
twitter,
congratula-
tions to my dear brather
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on his historic
President,

Minister

Mundn\)
Turkiye's

The Prime
wrote  on
‘Heartiest

re-election as

on

Republic of Tu.hﬁ‘e !

ip
Erdou«n is one of few
world leaders whose
politics ~ has  been
aucholed in public serv-

ce
He said the Turkish
as been a pil-
h for the
oppressed Muslims and
a fervent voice for their
inalienable rights INP

Punjab polls order: SC adjourns hearing after AGP says review
of judgments law has come into effect

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata Bandial on Monday indefi-
nitely ad{oumed the hearing of Election Commission of Pakistan's petition
asking the top court to revisit its April 4 order of holding polls to the
Punjab Assembly on May 14 after Atorney General for Pakistan (AGP)
Mansoor Usman Awan said a new law pertaining to review of judgments
had tunu. into effect

j?’7 which was conducted by a three-member bench com-
P e (1D, el e | A g Tk CAIMEC b o = e rath
off shortly after it commenced.

During the hearing, the AGP raised objections to the bench, highligh
that the lfupre,me it (Review of Judgements and Orders) Bill203 ha
become law afler |eue\\||lﬁ\‘lhe president’s assent

He also submitted a notification, signed by the president, on the same in
court.

The notification, a copy of which is available with Dawn.com, says:
“The Supreme Court (Review of Judgements and Orders) Bill, 2023 is
assented 1o, as advised by the prime minister

Subsequently, CIP Bandial said the new law would be discussed during
a hearing on Thiursday {June 1) pertaining to the Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Bill 2023

The law, passed by both the Senate and National Assembly earlier this
maonth, states that it is necessary to ensure the fundamental right to justice

by providi
alyndpm rder
deseribed

The hearing,

the exercise o

4] extent” Web Desk

ng for a “meaningful review” of the apex court’'s judgements
the Supreme Court's original jurisdiction, as
n Article 184 of the Constitution

At the outset of the hearing, AGP Awan came to the rostrum and said
that he wanted to put some points before the bench.

He revealed that after the presudenl 's assent, the Suj reme Court {Review
of Judgements and Orders) Bil
law. the scope of review and appeal is now the same.

3P went on to say that the review

Il 2023, had become law. “As per the new
uid only be heard by a lare-
udge panel hearing the case.

lawyer has a vmle on hw, face

Meanwhile, the CIP asked Awan if the gwcrnm\,m had abandoned the
Supreme Court (Practice and Procedure) 2
deprive the office of the chief justice of powers
an individual capacity — and whether it had become a law or nat.

“The practice end procedure bill has been fixed for hearing on Thursday

let's hear this case on Thursday too,” Justice Bandial said, highlighting
that the jurisdiction of Article 184(3) needed 10 be reviewed To “some

2023 — which aims to
ers Lo take suo motu notice in
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Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and appre-
hensions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist Enli(ical parties

The census staff is yet to reach the people living in url

an parts of the

province. What to speak about the remote areas of the province, which cov-
ers half of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of

entire Pakistan.

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan
Specific law and order situations, rugged mountains, long distanc

plains_ and administrative issues make it very difficult to make sure proper
and accurate counting of all individuals in Balochistan

. As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% popula-
tion of the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. It'is iron-
ic fate if this meager population is not counted properly during the census

of 2023
Census also a sen
Like in some ¢

be one of the sensi

e topi
s of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to
ve topics in Balochistan. Almost all political parties are

in Balochistan

skeﬂtical about the process of the current enumeration/census.
T

¢ Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of

Afghan refugees in the census process and fear that this would bring a
demographic change in Balochistan. Simularly, the Pashtoon nationalist
parties fear that their (ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored
under the garb of Afghan refugees.

Balochistan makes up only 6%

The resource-rich

apulation of the entire country
ovince of Balochistan has a nominal representation

in the parliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a

total o

342. The province has no say in the formation of the federal gav-

emment, and distribution of development funds under the federal public

sector development program (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share
of 6% percent in services is swallowed by Islamabad through fake dor

ciles.
_ Balochistan is la

indicators including education, health i
Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of

the worst governance
To be

bury the hatchet and come u

rping behind all other provinees in terms of key social
sanitation and clean drinking water

recise, all political parties should put their heads together and
with one point agenda that a fair and trans-

parent census should be conducted before it is already late.

EDITORIAL

Tuesday,May,30,2023
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Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

rticle. 25 of

Constittion
Islamic

akistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex, It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it is so? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

jender Responsive,

Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-
ing

“There are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender

Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  creale
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
sender budgeting refers
fo refining budget and
related policies with a
view to promoting gen-
der equality as an int
gral part’ of human
rights. Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of buda-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi
nalion against women,
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgetir
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic_poli Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, *Is there any study
ever conducted to_find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or Pre-budge(
assessment of the annu-
al budgel on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
orm almost 0
(48.76%, to be speci
icjol our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,

this ratio

is 47.47%, If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the rnpu]atinu is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment  starts
and ends with the provi-
sion o Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a ﬁender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
ty. As mentioned above
female population in
Balochistan is 47 4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

shows that there was not
a single project in the
years 2013- 14 Ist
2014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
rotal outlay ranged from

12% to .22%. It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

Tn Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
Gially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world N
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chanees of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor  force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work F lace
Surprisingly there are
no sgar te  Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and

entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational ~ facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, mostly
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
plans for female uplift
Conditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable.  Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender

budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming an
using  this untapped
potential

The Iran-Saudi pact

The recent rapproche-
ment_between Iran and
Arabia has creat-
ed a npple of excite-
ment among the people
of the remon, who have
been badly affected by
the undeclared cold war
between the two coun-
tries

The efforts to normal-
ize ties between the two
archrivals might also go
a long way m stabihzing
the situation n_varous
Rarts of the region, and

elping the peo) le of
Yemen put an'end to the
terrible war that has
pushed millions of peo-
ple towards hunger,
starvation and miseries
and caused colossal
damage to the country’s

nfrastructure
he two Middle
Eastern powers have

expressed their intention
L0 SOFt UL 183UES N A1
amicable way, while
announcing the restora-
tion of diplomatic tes, It
15 also believed that this
normalization will not
only boost economic
cooperation between the
two countries but also
allay apprehensions that
the people of two states
have about one and
another.

Many believe that the
leaders of two countries
demonstrated great
political acumen by
accepting the reality of
em world “that
advocates the resolution
of problems through
talks and diplomacy
It 1s also huﬁcd that
friendly ties between
Rivadh and Tehran will
pave the way for an
effective recanciliation
between the Shias an
Suntiis of lraq besides

reducing tensions
between the pro-Iran
and pro-Saudi’ Arabia
R;[Jlllltﬂ] factions n the

iddle East and several
parts of the Mushim
world

15 expected that

positive signals emanat-
ing from  Rivadh in
Tehran mught be mnstru-
mental in putting an end
to the propaganda war
unleashed by the media
outlets of the two states
years ago, bringing the
people of the two states
closer R

The easing of tensions
could greatly benefit the
Iranian economy that
has cripples
because of the ruthless
sanctions imposed
the US and s allies
The recent unrest in Iran
was also partly fuelled
by the precarious eco-
fomie situation that has
plunged milljons of peo-
ple mto a hife of m1
and 1mpoyerishmen
These sanctions dealt a
severe blow to Iranian
oil export, depriving it
of jts fair share in the
%T‘nbal market, ca \pf
the loss of billions o
dollars over the years

The and ats
European allies tried to
isolate Iran at the mter-

national level, which
also damaged the coun-

try  diplomatically
Enemies of Iran used
this unrest 1o tarnish the
mage of the country,
asserting that Tehran 15
no different from a fas-
Cist state.

The normahzation of
ties perhaps will not
instantly end lranian
isolation at the interna-
uonal level, but help
Tehran find some sup-

Enn_ at regional forums
Vhile sanctions against
Iran are likely to contin-
ue, making it it
tor Tehran to gﬂ any
sigh of relief at the glab-
al level, 1t can enhance
Tranian Share 1n regronal
L

rade.
After the normaliza-
tion of relations wath the
UAE if Iran manages to
put aside its differences
with Saudi Arabia, it
ielp boost 1ts image
as a country that
believes m talks and
diplomacy, questioning
the narrative that has
been projected by the
Wesl asserting that the
theocratic state secks
regional dominance by
bankrolling  proxies
across the region
Cordial ‘ties with
Tehran will also creatly
help Rivadh that has
béset by drone
attacks allegedly carried
out by the Houthi rebels
Yemen. Riyadh has
been trying hard to
diversify its economy,
umping billions of dol-
ars mto construction of
tourist  resorts  an
development of service
industries. These sectors
of the economy cannot
achieve any significant
suecess  amidst  the
atmosphere of hostility
and ammosity m the
region, The ~fear of
attacks in any country
dissuades tourists from
visiting that country.
S sions  also
the efforts
that are meant to boost
economic development
Saudi rabia  is
almost friendly with
every country. of the
region. After “following
hawkish policies  for

some years, its leader-
ship has adopted a prag-

matic approach  that
seems to promoting
regional trade and eco-
nomic  development
The kingdom also
seems defermmed to
maodern Animosity

with Iran has_greatly
benefited the obscuran-
ust forces of the country

at thrive on such hos-
tility.  Good  relations
with Iran will allow the
kingdom to deprive ret-
rogressive clements of
the excuse they employ
to stoke anti-Iranian
feeling

Suc lueople with a
medieval mindset also
scorn  the  reformist
agenda of the current
Saudi Arabia govern-
ment. So, on the domes-
tie front it will strenath-
en the pr?g,mans( lead-
ershup of Riyadh, creat-
mﬁ ease to carry out the
scheme o eIz~
tion that 15 badly needed
for a country which has
been accused of foment-
ing sectarian hatred and
reﬁ-mus orthodoxy. It
will also help Saudi
Arabia project its soft
image which is neces-
sary 1f the kingdom real-
Iy wants to promote its
ervices sector and
diversify its economy.

The rapprochements
between  Tehran and
Riyadh will also boost
theé |ma%e of China as a
global Teader

lagued

wars,
licfs and hostilities, The

Chinese involvement

power of the US that 15
more mterested in sell-

y Abdul Sattar

ing weapons to all the
rival states instead of
coming up wit
tion to the problems
bemng faced " by
region, The Epuupﬂc_ of
the Middle East might
remember China as the
country that helped cre-
ate a situation where
they could have a sigh
of relief, and
Washington as an actor
that did nothing for the
region except fueling
mare tensions,

These good gestures
by the two countries
also indicate that the
world 15 ﬁnallly entering
into an era of effective
multilateralism  First,
Russia stabilized war-

Syria a lew years
amo and now China is
trying to create the
atmosphere that might
go a long way in foster-
g regional unity and
promoting business and
trade n_not only the
Middle East but beyond
as well. The prospects
of this umty are bright

only normalizing fies
with Iran, but has also
made efforts to put aside
s with
Damascus while enjoy-
ing good ties with the
Iraqi” government that
also played a crucial
role in bringing the two
states closer.

The  rapprochement
should serve as a
reminder to the bellige:
ent leadership of Isra
that has seekmg
regional  domination
through fear and mtim-
dation. Tel Aviv needs to
realize that by violatin
international ~ laws an
usurping the rights of

Mirror, mirror

on the wall.

he time has
come when we
must ask that
magic mirror
on  the wall
what the future
of our nation_is to
Beyond the mirror, there
are really no answers,
with analysts putting for-
ward a vanety of opin-
ions, some arguing that
after three years of acute
hardship caused by mfla-
tion, unemployment and
related issues, Pakistan
will boom back and make
a full recovery. Others are
far less optimistic and
there is a sense of hope-
lessness and despondency
across the country.

The evidence” of this
came in the fact_that in
2022, as many as 750,000
voung Pakistanis, most of
them Thighly educated
doctors, engineers, infor-
mation technology
experts and others opted
to leave the country legal-
Iy This number was far
higher than the under
300,000 which left in the
two preceding years
Clearly. younﬁ, people in
a country which has a
huge youth population —
with 64 per cent of natio!
aged between 15 and 30
years — feel that there is
no future for them in the
country where most of
them “were born and
where they grew up.

There are, of course,
exceptions to the rule,
and some brave young
Pakistanis have chosen to
stay back and help as the
can. Their resolve needs
o be applauded and so
does the dedication to the
country of other young-

sters who insist that they
do want to give back after
2 education
OVErseas in Sofme capacity
or the other, Clearly there
are deep feelings for
Pakistan, despite the fact
that its governance over
the last seven decades has
done so little for the peo-
ple or devised policies
which can bring out the
immense potential of the
couniry.

So, we asked the mirror
if everything is lost. The
answer is not clear. Much
depends on what future
rovernments do and how
they act We hope that
there will be some sense
of responsibility and an
end tothe cl bicker-

the national crisis we are
witnessing at the present
time. We cannot say how
the various players will
act and if the institutions
will stay true to the prom-
ise of steering clear of
Pakistani politics.
Obviously, it would be
extremely wise to do so
As we look at other
countries in somewhat
similar situations, Sri
Lanka comes to mind.
The country fell into a
crisis three years ago - hit
by hyperinflation and a
situafion which led to
default. As a result,
poverty doubled across
the country and in urban
centre evén tripled. The
plu%;m of the people can
only be imagined even
though Sn Lanka has a
better structure of educa-
tion and governance com-
ared “to  Pakistan.
owever, as the World

Bank has pointed out,
more and more flaws
have crept into their sys-
tem of %‘o»emam‘,e lead-
ing 1o the crash of the
country and the crisis that
hitit. Tt is now attempting
to climb back and appears
to he somewhat success-
ful in doing so, with help
from intermational donor
agencies such as

orld Bank as_well as
other foreign nations who
helieve that it is impera-
tive that the country
resumes its prior position
in the world.

Pakistan must hope it
can find similar support
over the years to come
and it must also face up to
the reality that the next
three years, at the very
least, “are bound to be
tough ones, with us
dependent on help from
the outside, How much
help can come in depends
also on the government of
Pakistan and its ability «
mobilize diplomatic opin-
ion and gain friends it has
lost over the years due to
wvarious sifuations

Though Pakistan,
according to top econo-
mists across the world,
has already defaulted, and
has therefore turned to
the IMF the lender of last
resort we should remem-
ber that countries such as
Argentina have defaulted
0 less than nine times
since the late 180Ds. The
last default for Argent
came in 2001 and
currently recovering |
the situation again wi
the aid from the IMF
IMF aid is of course not
always something to be
welcomed

The power

Pakistan’s power and
energy  ©risis  has
reached crisis propor-
tions. The power sec-
tor’s circular debt of
Rs2,377 hillion — com-
bined with Rsl1.400 bil-
lion of the gas sector —
and  Rso00  billion
payable to PSO speak
volumes of our bad
management and the
unsustainable structure
of  power-and-energy-
seclor governance.

Our~ power sector
structure is flawed - a
combination of wrong
generation  sources,

management

mechanism
he failure to plan a
balanced energy mix
ratio, including an opti-
mal mix of renewables
and thermal-based
sources has resulted in a
disproportionate
reliance on  thermal-
based sources af power
generation ie S84 per
cent The planning fail-
ure on the supply side
has also contnbuted to
the present situation
Supply side planning
in Pakistan was predi-
cated on ambitious pro-
jections of industrial
growth The
industrial development
put paid to all optimistic
assumptions of power
consumption, resulting
in a perennial imbalance
between demand and
suppl The  total
installed capacity of
43 775MW in Pakistan
unfortunately does not
get utilized due to lack

lack of

of industrial demand
and poor transmission
and distribution  sys-
tems.

Pakistan developed
thermal-based IPPs to
cater for  projected
demand in the 1990s
with _generous  ROI
incentives for IPP own-
ers through attractive
tariff and capacity pay
ment terms. In simple
terms, the IPPs had to
be paid even if they
were not producin;
electricity because o
the ‘take or pay’ provi-
sion of power purchase
agreements.

Our present genera-
tion capacity — that
touches a peak of
30,000MW once a while
in extreme weather con-
ditions especially in
summer and then plum-
mets down signmficantly
— compels us o keep the
generation capacity on
idle even when not in
demand, resulting in
hefty capacity payments
to [PPs The demand
and production gap of
electricity in Pakistan is
widening against the

eman o
120,392GWH, only
87,324 GWH was pro-
duced in  2018-19.
According to a LUMS
Eneruy Institute (LEI)
reporl, Pakistan with a
base load requirement
of 8 000MW caters to a
demand load of approx-
imately 20.000lvr ¥ 1n
extreme weather condi-
tians for which it has an
installed capacity of
over 40.000MW. .
 The impact of this
imbalance 1s an increase

and energy cris

in the cost of power
generation, which, for
palitical reasons, is nat

passed on Lo end con-
sumers and keeps piling
up in the shape of circu-
lar debt. Combined with
poor bill recovery and
transmission and distri-
bution losses, the vol-
ume of circular debt
keeps nsing.

Also, the demand side
is not satisfactory, On
the  demand ‘front,
Pakistan needs the actu-
al  base load of
B.000MW. Due to sea-
sonal needs — keeping
houses and offices cool
in summer and warm m
winter— the demand
often rises to
30,000M W,

It 15 safe to say that
Pakistan uses costly
power generated mostly
through imported fossil
fuels 1o cool walls and
roofs _at  subsidized
rates. This indeed is an
inefficient way of using
costly electricity

Now even if the tem-
porary demand in sum-
mer spikes to
30,000MW, the solution
is demand management
— which is avoided to
keep constituencies
happy. There could be
several solutions to this
uvcr—uaFaL‘it)‘ issue, and
one of those is to
increase our industrial
capacity so that the

resent base load could

¢ taken up from
8.000MW to 14,000MW
to reduce the adverse
|n|Fact of idle capacity.

he present arrange-
ment of spending $100
billion on capacity pay-

ments to TPPs for main-
taining the capacity that
caters 1o the require-
ment of our domestic
needs — air conditioning
mostly — is the most
inefficient way of utiliz-
ing power. Most of our
IPPs are frontloaded
through high capital
exgeudimre (CAPEX)
and have long tenors of
debt and tariff. The
renegotiation of the loan
tenor and tariff terms is
an option to bring down
the cost of generation.
But this is only a partial
solution wh.ci: has not
borne fruit in the past.
The state of the oil
and gas sector is also
not enviable as the
country has consumed
798 per cent and 66 per
cent of the oil and gas
reserves. With the cheap
domestic gas sources
drying up fast, Pakistan
is likely 1o run out of
domestic natural
resources by 2030
Pakistan 1s purchasin;
costly liquefied natural
gas and putting that into
186,000km-long
pipeline infrastructure

to burn it in domestic

ment is
purchasing gas at a cost
of §16/mmbtu and sell-
ing it at a cost of $2-
6/mmbiu 1o rural and
urban domestic  con-
sumers. The resulting
£ap in price recovery —
plus gas thefts and
transmission losses due
Lo poor infrastiucture —
results in the gas sec-
tor’s circular debt. This
state of affairs 15 unsus-
tainable. We need long-

.

Palestinians.

term structural reforms
through better regula-
tion of the power sector
and professional man-
agement.

Pakistan needs to
enhance its industrial
capacity for efficient
consumption  of its
power capacity in addi-
tion to demand manage-
ment through admi
trative measures like
weather-friendly house
designs, installation of
smart  metres  and
AMRs, plugging thefts
through an overhauled
transmission and distri-
bution system and the
gradual altering of ener-
gy mix, enhancing the
share of hydel and
renewables fike wind
and solar energy

Price signalfing is one
of the effective tools to
control energy waste.
The cost of piped gas
needs to be realistic and
the exploration of the
domestic oil and gas
resources be expedited
through special “incen-
tives to E&P companies
Pakistan needs an
upstream regulator in
the oil and gas sector
along with the merger of
Nepra with Ogra 10
bring more synergy in
energy planning  The
country  alsa  needs
refinery policy urgently
to  help  refineries
upscale their productivi-

deklslan should take
some immediate steps
like bold  reforms,
expert presence in the
ower and energy min-
1stries, merger of regu-
lators.

It’s all abou
politics_

ur politicians
are deeply and
dang
dr Our
5
state institutions are divid-
ur journalists are
divided. We the peaple are
also divided — divided
along political lines. Red
alert: we are divided like
never befor
Someone intelligent
once said, “It's all about
politics, stupid ™ Politics
s where the story really
begins. Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic rivals, They
consider each other as
enemies, Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic competitors.
They all want 1o send their
opponents 1o disease
infected prison cells. Our
democracy-loving politi-
cians do not consider each
other as democratic oppo-
nents, They want to anni-
hilate each other. destroy
and obliterate one another.
re’s a proven formu-
la, a formula that has
stood the test of time
political stability leads to
economic rogress.
Political stability results
mn two lhmé,'s fong-term
planning and higher levels
of investment Result
economic progress. Look
at Botswana, a small
African  country  that
%am_ed independence in
966. Botswana has had a
stable government and
that overtime has resulted
m country-wide economic
development. Yes, politi-
cal stability has turned
Botswana into one of the

fastest . growing
economies in the world
Chile, a Latin American
country, is another exam-
Ele of political stability
fnging  In economic
growth and a reduction
poverty Chile is an exam-

example of a country that
has experienced economic
pmé;r&s through political
stability. Singapore 1s
another outstanding
example of economic
progress hecause of politi-
cal “stability. Singapore's

oliticians have  turned
Singapore into one of the
iest countries in the

worl

Here’s another proven
formula, a formula that
has also stood the test of
time: political instability
has four distinet conse-
UETICES: ECOMOMIC UNCEr-
winty, volatility, a lack of
confidence among
mvestors and stagnation.
Venezuela is a case in
aint Remember,
has  mare
proven oil reserves than
any other country in the
world, a total of 304 bil-
lion barrels Venezuela is
a case in point: contested
elections, political murmoil
and unrest. Result: hyper-
flation, a decline in
investment, a shortage of
basic go severe
decline in living stan-
dards. Look at Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe is mineral rich
with coal, copper, iron
ore, vanadium, tin, plat-
inum, lithium and nickel.
But a contested presiden-
tial election and political
mstability has resulted in
hyperinflation, a lack o

foreign investment and a
decline in living stan-
dards. Let us learn some-
thing from Demacratic
Republic  of
Contested elections, a
long-running civil war,
olitical instability and a
ack of investment in key
sectors like mining and
agriculture. Take Iraq, for
mstance — the second-
largest crude oil producer
in~ OPEC after Saudi
Arabia with 145 billion
rrels. Ongoing political
instability resulting in sec-
tarian vialence, political
unrest and economic stag-

nation
Here’s Pakistan with
several significant accom-
lishments. Tt has the
ourth-largest  irrgated
land area globally, follow-
mg China, India, and the
US. Additionally, Pakistan
ranks fourth in cotton pro-
duction, fourth in sugar-
cane production, and fifth
in milk production world-
wide. Moreover, Pakistan
is the sixth-largest date
producer globally and the
el%hth-hl est producer of
wheat. Pakistan holds 105
trillion cubic Feet of gas
reserves. Reko Dig has 3.0
billion tonnes of co
ore and 415 million
ounces of gold. Pakistan
has the world's second-
largest salt reserves, Our

hydropower potential
exce 0 MW

“It | about politics,
stupid.” Pakistan’s pri-

mary issue is political
rather than economic, The

f our economic
problems lies in the politi-
«cal sphere, and ultimately,
the solution to our chal-
lenges lies, in the hands of
our politicians.
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Handful of PTI1
senators condemn
May 9 vandalism

ISLAMABAD A
group of PTI senators
Rave condemned the May
9 vandalism following
the arrest of ex-premier
Imran Khan, in which
military and  private
installations were torched

own including Jinnal
House Lahore,

Dr Zarka Taimur said
all PTI leaders were talk-
ing to media person being
senators 10 _condemn
“what happened” on May
8. Vvel\'»emlr'!rm\ and

ry,” she added PTI
iolence
should be

ad
against womet

stopped and annuunccd
she would be filing an
application in “ihis
and demanded independ-
ent investigation on it

Senator Faisal Salim a
resolution has been sub-
mitted to the Senate to
condemn the events
U&Lurrcd on May

“This u!u(lll\ is ours
and we are ashamed of
any harm done there,” he
added. Senator Humayun
said all of us senators
mndemn the events of
M and whatever hap-

P ’.\l on that day was
*really sad’

He  criticized  the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) for
shedding crocodile tears
and  questioned
Memogate scandal would
have happened in previ-

ous governments
at they are sayi
and  doi 15

hypocrisy,
allesed Senator Seemee
Ezdi' said she could not
even imagine what hap-
ened on May 9. “My
ather fought
urma  front in World
War IT and I belong to the
family of martyrs. INP

Scarce data hinders
policy implementation to
address climate disaster,

inequalities: Romina

ISLAMABAD: Special
Assistant n the Prime
Minister {SAPM) and
Convener Parliamentary
Taskforce on Sustainable
Development Goals
SDG: omini

hurhsid Alam has said
that lack of required data
is major hurdle in effec-
tive implementation of
the projects to address
issues Telating climate
disaster and incqualities.

While addressing the
consultative  workshop
titled “Gender Policy and
Economic Development
Applying the Disaster
Resilience Lens™ organ-
ize. w  Sustainable
De\e\opmem Policy
(SDPI), in wl-

Bi

Revenue
Investment
}’ EMIT)

ere on Monday, she said

Mobilisation,
and Trade
rogramme

that gender inequality
was an international issue
which required targeted
policy interventions with
a bottom-up approach
Romina Khurshid bﬂ\d
that women being half of
population were at the
center of development
agenda and pivotal for
effectively catalyzing
change, She said that col-

laboration and knowledge
sharing  coul
strengthen responses to
novel and evolving chal-
lenges

She also informed that

¢ Parliamentary
Taskforce on SDGs and
SDPI were collaborating
to initiate a regional par-
hamentary consortium to
overcomé gender
inequalities in the Tegion
d join forces on the
JC

Responsible
Elwmr (SRO) EMIT,
Naghma-e-Tehniat reiter-
ated British government's
commitment to address-
mu gender and climate
She said that since
lhe floods in 2022, the
ocus has been directed to
review of policies for
gendered impact analysis
and xddless |hese |ssues

Jai
Dlreclor SDPI. Dr \aqar
Ahmed said that with
hr-her incidence of cli-
mate disasters, cutrent
knowledge must be uti-
lized to develgp respons-
es to sporadic climate
instances. He stressed
that disaster lens for a
render focused economic
levelopment should be
holistic, and not be con-
fined 10 a single min-

istry’s framework

ief  of
Ministry of I’lalmm
Development and §j ecl&l

nitiative, Ali Kemal said
that gender d regated
data was aln avail-
able but lack of évidence
on _impacts of policy
actions and responses
was needed. He said that
care economy and finan-
cial inclusion must be tar-
geted for rural women to
addreai social and gender
inequalities
o

of Nduunal
Disaster
M'maliemem d
NDRMF) Bilal An\mr

mfmmed
DRMF  now
!_-,&nde\ dimension in
ect design and implemen-
tation which has demon-
strated  success. He
emphasized the need for
training and _capacity
building to sensitize pari-
ners, public and private
organizations to consider
gendered approach in
project  planning  and
implementatio etary
National Cummlsemn on
the Status of Won
(NCSW), Khawaja lmml
Rua said that sensitivity
to gender issues was at
the heart of effective pol-
icy implementation. T

ISL A“-\BAD Students of the Frontier Scouts Cadets College
WARSAK Peshawar visiting Senate Museum at parliament house..

Debt, interest
payments surpasses
govt's revenue:
Mian Zahid

KARACHI: Chairman
of National Business
Group Pakistan,
President Pakistan
Businessmen and
Intellecruals Forum, and

arachi Industnial
Alliance, and former

rovincial minister Mian
ahid Hussain has said
that payment of loans and
interesi has surpassed the
income of the govern-
ment

Talking to  business
community on Monday,
he said that the policy-
makers are desperate o
increase the income, but
ea the burden on the
existing taxpayers will
cause harm instead of

it
zian  Zahid Hussain
said that instead of
increasing the burden on

existing taxpayers, the
government should target
non-tax paying sectors
The  government  is
increasing its expenditure
instead of reducing it, and
the burden is being shift-
ed to the business com-
munity and people who
are already wornied and
cornered. he added

He said that the busi-
ness community is anx-
ious and distirbed by
reports of the imposition
of various faxes
upcoming budget. The
business community
should be taken into con-
fidence nstead of being
kept in the dark

he business leader

said that the PTI govern-
ment and former Tinance
minister Miftah Ismail
had tried m target the

non-taxpaying  sectors.
but now it seems that the
DD]W% will be abandoned,
and the current laxpai.\.m
will be squeezed which
will not increase tax rev-
enue More taxes will
decrease revenue hecause
many businesses  will
close, and many of those
that remain functional
will start evading taxes,
3 maintained Mian
Zahid said that advance
txation of any comipa-
f s future income is fuz-
zling because who will b
taxed in the future. Such
measures will make lax-
payers weaker and tax
defaulters more stable,
which will make tax col-
lection from them more
difficult, so these steps
should be carefully con-
sidered INP
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Two Chinese enterprises sign
deal of $10 mln with
Pakistan textile giant

ISLAMABAD During
Texpo 2023 Two Chinese
enterprises signed deal of $10
min with Pakistan textile giant

The collaboration between
these two industry leaders is
expected o have far-reaching
implications for both countries  ation
and further strengthen their  added
bilateral trade relations

Auahmmad
Commercial Counsellor at tlw
Consulate  of Pakistan in
Guanzhou, told China
Economic Net that the Chinese
enterprise, known for its
expertise in various industries,
has entered into a strategic
agreement with the Pakistani
textile giant to explore mutual-

leverage

of

Pakistan and

1» l\:nei‘cnm business opportu-

E \ch collaboration aims to
the stre
resources of both entities, lead-
ing to enhanced productivity,
increased exports, and the cre-
employment, he

Gadoon Textile mills lix
i unan Donxin co
Itd China signed a deal of 100
Fels Yarns having approximate
value of five million dollars,
where as China Texchange Co.
Ltd also signed the deal of 100
Fels of Knitting Yarns having
value of five million US dol-
lars”, Muhammad Irfan told
He further said that in the

Expertise and CPEC to
boost Pakistan’s chemical

ing and Development Ahsan Igbal
tion & demonstration at IT

next stage

offers a tremendous opportuni-
ty to tap into China's vast mar-
gain
advanced technologies.
China's expertis
automation,
chain management can
contribute to the moderniza-

and ket and

machinery,
supply

ited and

tion

laboration

industry: Experts

ISLAMABAD Expertise and “China now sel
PEC to boost Pakistan's
Chemical industry, Gwadar Pro
reported on Monday quoting

experts their own cracki

“hina is currently a world slage
leader i terms of the chemical necessitates
indus nd it saw a significant expertise
in investment and ha
exports last year. (CPEC} whm lhc 4 spcual L 0- it To addre:
According to Professor of mnomic zones (SEZs) are con- shortage. it

EJ. Research Institute of
Chemistry, China has empha-
sised theé advancement of the
cracking industry, which pro-
duces chemicals necessary for
various applications, such as
soap, dye, leather, textiles and
cen

chemical industry
ing

preducts globally. said Pakistan

ENterprises can cooperate W h

China in this sector to develop
s industries

ocal production of
chemicals is very nmlmmm If
Pakistan can esfablish a Lmd

lants and produce :he
chemicals locally Trom indige-
NOUS TESOUTCes, our i
be greatly reduced.” said Raza

Police making efforts to
transform Capital
into crime-free city:

Shoaib Khurram

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
Safe City Project Islamabad FE:Ilm Shoaih Khurram
Janbaz has said that the police is working to make the
federal capital a crime-free city.

City project has helped significantly in mdurln crime
Work is being done to provide 100% coverage of Safe
City Pun\e(l in urban areas of Islamabad Steps are
being taken 1o bring markets and parks into the project
There is a need to increase cooperation between [CCI
and Safe City Project. These view were expressed
these views while talking to the President \CCI Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari, du nn his_visit 1o the Islamabad
(‘hmul)m On this occasion, he invited the delegation of
Islamabad Chamber to visit Safe City Headguarters In
the meeting, cooperation between the two institutions
was  discussed various sihilities
reviewed Shoaib Khurram said in his speech that Safe
City Project has fro\'td to be hel eliminating
cnime from Islamabad and bringing crimi

At present, the coverage of Safe City in
tors of Islamabad is 60 to 70 percent, which is targeted
1o reach 100 percent. DIG Safe City Project said that
work is being done to take the projest to newly. T

Senator Saifullah Niazi
rejoins PTI three days

after departure

ISLAMABAD: Senator Saifullah Niazi has
rejoined Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) three days
e he party over May 9 vandalism

The ‘par ler had announced to quit the party
over May 9 i ucm\ while addressing a press con-
ference in National Press Club

lowever, Saifullah Niazi was among the PTI
Senators including Faisal Saleem Rehman, Hamayun
Mohmand, Zarqa Taimur, Seemi Ezdi, Falak Naz
L‘hitré\l\. za Muhammad and Zeeshan Khanzada
who addressed a joint press conference ocutside
Parliament House on Monday and condemned the
May 9 incidents.

he PT1 Senators said that they had also submitted
a condemnation resolution in’ Senate Secretariat
Investigations should be conducted against those
involved in May 9 mayhem and they should be tried
an courts, they added.
he PTI Senators also supported Pakistan army
saying that we salute our armed forces.

unn g joint press conference, when media wes-
tioned Saifullah Niazi about his affiiation with
Senator Zarqa replied that they are respectable
Senator. INP

China-Pak infrastructure construction
leading to fruitful achievements

ISLAMABAD: China-
Pakistan infrastructure
construction is leading to
fruitful  achievements,
mainly because of China
State” Construction
Enémean% Corporation

C) which entered
the Pakistani market in
1984 long before CPEC

Many major projects in
Pakistan have been con-
structed by this company,
which showed the quality,
and professionalism of
is corporation, accord-
ing to_an article carned
by Gwadar Pre on

onday:

The

C has built
five wleu mal pawer plants
in Pakistan and these

include
amshoro, Faisalabad,
Lakhala, Kotri and
Mustafa Go. Thanks to
these thermal power
plants, two million watts
of ele¢iricity capacity has
been increased © in
Pakistan.

-\\ung with the con-
struction of these thermal
Euwu plants, in the mid-

Q0 his corporation
_wmﬁ\c.wd a huge project
in the Sindh province
Karachi is the largest
densely populated city
Pakistan, in which the big
and long-standing prob-
lems is sewage treatment

hus, iC played a
key role in solving this

¥rmms

problem and by building
the Karachi Sewage
Treatment Plant. the pos-
itive effects are perma-
ntly seen on the urban
life cF Karachi.

y important factor
in thL owm:m\c relations
betwees
Pakman is the defense
cooperation between the
WO countries

The JF  Seventeen
Thunder aircraft 1s most

aml the interesting thing
1s that the same company
18 credited with cun:,lluo-

tion of factory at
place where the auuaﬂ is
manufactured. This facto-

ry is located in the also a masterpiece of the
famous Airbase Kamra of same enterprise. The
Pakistan. building is named after a

Similarly, ‘another ge girl who is a

luminary and

the ‘mu\lLesl Microsoft

Certified Professional
Unfortunately. she Llu.d

indispensable project was
\.ompleled in Islamabad.
The passenger terminal
building of Islamabad

International Airport has  at a very young age.
been construcied by the people usé this baalding
same company, while a  as a memorial to her.

large business center While the largest eco-
nam\:d Centaurus  is  nomic cooperation proj-
Islamabad  cct between Pakistan and
and the col hln ction ul China CPEC, the largest
this busingss center transportation infrastruc
also a proof of ﬂ\e léchnp ture project of
cal skills of the same PKM  (Sukhar Multan
company. Section) construction

cantract was also award-
ed 1o the same corpora-
tion in 2015, INP

In Lahore, the famous
tallest building in the city
- Arfa Karim TT Tower is

chemical

strengthen

ports will acks

Pakistan's textile industry

e stated
Chinese delegation participat-
ed during Texpo and the col-

Chinese enterprise and _the
Pakistani textile giant reflects
the broader trend of deepening
economic cooperation between
the two countries

Shah.Chemicals are essential for
all industries and every walk of
life. However, Pakistan's chemi-
cal sector is maostly dependent
on imports and at 4 very initial
he chemical

but

between industry and academia
in this sector.
zes in chemical
possesses state-of-the-art
es, Private sector current-
Ty access  to
resources, INP

(Mol

MaolJ,

port,

ation,

this partnership
On
access 1o

in textile
and

efficiency  of

that the Targest

ctween the

industry
a high level of
ittle
the skil
is critical to

collaboration

“Our org
research,

these

QUETTA: A vendor is placing carpets on the roadside to attract customers.

during a ceremony
the \lmmr\ o
Communicaiion of Bulgaria,
According to a press release
received here, the
by Ambmmdor of
Bulgaria Mariam \'fdd\ha Ahab
and Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Policies and Minister of
Transport and Communication of
Bulgaria, Hristo Alexiev

of maritime affairs
the two countries would
expand and deepen cooperation on
matters relating to mantime trans-
facilitate liaison between
their respective_bodies dealing
with maritime affairs, increase pri-
vate sector awareness and cooper-
create mutually beneficial
cconomic opportynitics and pro-
unitd; investments in this important
fi

th
Ambassador also held a separate

nization | o The he

Pak-Bulgaria
sign MoU to
enhance maritime
cooperation
ISLAMABAD! PﬂL\h[dﬂ and
Bulgaria on a

Memorandum of Undersnudlns
L) on Maritime Cooperation

Monday signed a

held in Sofia, in
Transport and

\'foU as s_.,rcd

eement between the two

countries will help them to formal-
ize their collaboration in the field

Under the

occasion,  the

with the Minister of

Transport and Communication of
Bulgaria during which proposals
to enhance Lo\i"al

the respective ministries of the two
countries were discussed INP

horation between

Ruling, former
political parties
failed to promote
democratic
traditions: Siraj

L“\HDKt
Islami
that the rul
parties ha
democratic traditions in the soci
E and lhu are still ricspuau. for
the establishment’s su

While talkin
different social
Mansoorah on Monday.
that the country could

Amir  Jamaai-
f Sirajul Haq has sai

ng and former political
failed to promote the

to the members of
media channels at
he sai

masses 1o elect their representa-
tives freely and fairdy

Sirajul Hac\ congratul ami Recep
Tayyip Erdogan
Turkey's presidential elacuon sa
ing the ]ullmh president is a por

on his

n who always

erful vo slam
spoke for the rights of the people
of Kashmir. He fioped the relations
between  Turkey
would further, strengthen in future

J1 chief said August 14
is most suitable day for the
national poll. The J1, he added. had
initiated efforts 1o develop consen-
sus among the political parties on
the elect

and  Pakistan

Returning to economic
stability after betterment
in political situation:
Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD
Former President of the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce _and Tndustry
1CCT) Shahid
Rasheed Butt said on
Monday that the econo-
my of Country is return-
ing to stability after
provement in political
situation
In a statement issued
here, he said that _polil
cal stability was vital fo
economic stability,
which will not only
improve the Jm:me and
economy of the country
but also 1dvznca the
quality of life of people
Shahid Rasheed Butt
said that policymakers
should not try to manip-

ulate the US dollar for at
least twa 1&4!’5 which
will not only reduce its
value and strengthen the
rupee but also attract
investment and capital
that has fled the country
due to political turmoil

Engineering the
exchange rate has eroded
the confidence of local
and foreign estors,
stoked inflation to
ml recedented  levels,

pushed the country
lo the_brink of default
Therefore, the disastrous
policy should not be
repeated for short-term
gains, he demanded.

The business leader
said that the government
should not delay impor-
tant economic decisions,

position, the imposition
of a levy on petroleum
roducts but noted that a
ot has to be done with-
out further delay
He said that so far, the
is surviving eco-

ount
ncmlca]ly but sustain-
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able development
equires conlinuing to
walk the road of reforms
to steer il lowards
growth, which is badly
needed to boost the
cconomy and  provide
Jjobs.INP
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Wheat production not parallel to growth in
population growth: PEW

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Pakistan Ewnumf Watch (PEW) Brig (rudjr’\stdm Khan said on Monday that
the production of wheat in the country is not parallel to growth in populati

In a statement issued here, he said that due to reduoe production and a gromn;.popuhuon the wheat export-
ing country is now forced to import wheat worth s

“Aslam Rhan said that the country's population i n increasing at a rate of two percent per vear, but the produc-
tion of wheat is not increasing at the same rate.

This vear, the production o?v.hc'ﬂ is likely to be less than the target by 1.6 million tonnes, due to which wheat
will to be imports
wheat pmdumun was ¢stimated at 28 4 million tonnes, but the recent estimates suggest that the
pruducuon will remain at 26.8 million tonnes while the shortfall will be met through impor

¢ informed that the area under wheat cultivation also declined from 9.3 million hectares to 9.1 million

hectares as farmers shifted to other crops.

Wheat is the main staple food and its consumption is around 123 kilograms per head per year, which is one of
the highest in the world. Wheat and wheat-based products account for 80-7 percent of total calories consumed

and it will remain of primary \mdpurlanw and the main source of calories.
He said that the per acre production of wheat is lower than in the neighl onn!ﬁcounlnes due to post-harvest
losses, improper storage management. a lack of water. investment and research, substandard seeds, expensive fer-
tilisers, primitive methods, a lack of loans, and fake pesticides
Aslam Khan noted that during the harvest, wheat worth about two hundred billion rupees is lost, due to which
the import bill increases up to one and a halfb\\'hon dollars
After harvesting, 10 to 15 percent of the wheat is lost, which is worth up to 1.3 billion dollars. If these losses
can be controlled, Pakistan can again become a wheat experting country
slam Khan said that the country's papulation is increasing at & rate of two percent per year, but the produc-
tion of wheat is not increasing at the same rate
This year. the production of wheat is likely to be less than the target by 1.6 million tonnes, due to which wheat
will have to be imported.
He said that wheat production was estimated at 28 4 million tonnes, but the recent estimates si
production will remain at 26 8 million tonnes while the shortfall will be met through imports INP

Punjab forms committee
to probe PTI allegations
of women prisoners'
mistreatment

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Mohsin Naqui
Monday formed a two-member committee to investi-
ra(e allegations levelled by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTT) of mistreatment of its female supporters in pris-
ons who were arrested after the wd 9 vandalism

PTI Chairman Imran Khal claimed that the
party supporters were being ol:.md drld harassed™
and yrged the Chief Jus of Pak Umar Ata
Bandial to intervene and take notice of’ fh\. matter. The SSP further added that no male staff member is

Thousands of PTI workers who have been arrested  allowed to go there where women prisoners are kept
in connection with the May 9 violence also include Earlier today, PTI chief Khan shared a montage on
women, while CM Naqvi had initially claimed that  his Twitter haudle showing how female workers were
women have been dealt with in line with the law he has  treated during the |lml=§li held across the country on
now formed a committee 1o probe the 15sue May 9 H:u his amaal from the premises of the

Aceording to details available with Geo News, the  Islamabad High Cous
two-member committee comprising  Deputy "Never hxve_v.mnan been humiliated for using their
Commissioner (DC) Lahore Rafia Haider and Senior  constitutional right to proles({oeacemllt in any democ-
Supelmlendem of Police (S8P) Investigation Ancosh  racy let alone in one that is Muslim.” the former prime

visit the Kot Lakhpat jail and will minister wrote.
sue:\k 1o the prisoners. He claimed that this was a planned campaign 1o

Earlier, CM Nagwi had said the PTI was resorting to daﬁmhlmse women in the country

propaganda regarding women being mistreated in pris- mpdown and terror campaign against

Ber

est that the

Aoreaver, speaking to reporters, SSP Masood reject-
ed all claims regarding the “inappropriate treatment” of
female prisoners.

She reiterated that a team comprising of female
police officers goes for the arrests of women
suspects/accused who are then kept under custody in a
women's police station where all the staff members are
females,

ARIA:Ambassador of Pakistan to the Republic of Bulgaria Mariam Madiha Aftab and
Pr Minister for Economic Policies and Minister of Transport and Communication of
Hristo Alexiev Signing of Mol on Maritime Cooperation between Pakistan and Bulgaria

ry of Transport and Communication of Bulgaria,

- Senate Body | Sanjrani congratulates

passes s \\omen is be|n<= done so that their men would discour-

s Erdoean on Fie hed revenled that 32 women were arrested and 2 thlr poliica partiipation
Emlgratlon only 11 of them are still in jail now. The chief minister "And now there are increasing reports coming that
added that 1t is his govemment's dufy to ensure that  some of the women are being molested and harassed in

"mothers and sisters remain safe Jjail,”™ he wrote INP

Amendment Bill

2023

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on Overseas
Pakistams and Human Resource
Development on Monday unanimous-
v passed the Bill “titled "The
Elmmmon (Amendment) Bill, 2023"
eeting of Senate Body was held at
Parliament House with Senator Anwar
ul Haq Kakar in Chair.

Senator Shahadat Awan apprised
that the Bill aimed to provide ease to
emigrants by allowing them to appear
in_person or virtually for registrabon
of names by their protectors.

While reviewing the expenses and
disputes of EOBI. Senator Shahadat
Awan stated that it was informed that
the total expense of EOBI is around
1.97 Billion rupees per year but details
of expenses have not been pr(mdenl
Margov the previous meeting,
officials |r|turmm| that final challan
has been submitted against all the
accused and a summary has also been,
submitted to Cabinet for change of

Board of Director Members. However,
the documents submitted by EOBI
shows otherwise, he added.” Senator
Shahadat Awan also inguired about the
current valuation of disputed proper-
ties

Chairman EOBI, Maheed Shah
Durrani maintained that it is quite dif-
ficult to assess the current value of
alleged properties however in 2013
evaluation \'\as conducted through
N d it's details will be s

Chairman Committee directed the
EOBI Chairman and ministry of over-
seas to submit all the required docu-
ments in the next meeting.

The meeting was attended by
Senamr Shaheen Khalid Buit, Staie
w and Justice Senator
\lwahada( Awan, Senator Rana
Mahmood Ul Hassan, Senator Prince
Abmed Omer Ahmed Zai, Chairman
EOBI Naheed Shah Durrani, DG
Bureau of Em\%ranun and Overseas
Employment Akram Al Khiwala,
Joint * Secretary for
Muhammad Wishaq and other con-
cerned officers were also in atten-
dance INP

PML-N built
network of
educational
institutions,

hospitals,
motorways:
Governor

LAHORE:
Muhammad

Nawaz (PML-N) built a network of
educational institutions, hospitals and
mnlnmau in the country duri

Tms was siated by him while talk-
ing 1o Chairman AfT m
Central Jamiat Ahl Hadith st
Allama Muhlsham Elahi Zaheer and
Coordinator Paolitical Affairs
Muhammad Ali Yazdani who called
on him at Governor House Lahore on
Monday. Education and the current
situation in the country were discussed
in the meeting

Talking on this occasion,
Muhammad Balighur Rahman said
that the former Prime Minmister of
Pakistan Nawaz Sharif made the coun-
ty's security and defense insurmount-
able by detonating a nuclear bomb in

Chagai on May 28 despite internation-
al pressure. The marty m of the securi-
ty forces and forces of Pakistan who
sacrificed their lives for the sake of
our country are our pride and their
memorials ‘are 4 national asset. Low
and the GDP was growing at a high

Governor  Punjab

Ihe Governor of Punjab said that
the young generation is the capital of
the natiof, they need 1o be exposed 10
secular education as well as religious
education n schools and emphasize
on their character building. According
to Afkar, they are courageous and have
high morals” Governor Punjab further
said that the government \s taking all
possible measures to provide relief 1o
the common man. He said that God
willing, all the crises mll be overcome
very soon INP

winning election

ISLAMABAD
Senate of Pakistan,

heartfelt wnyatulahorh
esteemed Recep Ta;
on his resoundin

Turkiye presidential election

In a statement,

progress
Turkiye

He commends the Tiirkiye peo-
‘€ participation in
process, reaffirm-
ing their resolute trust in President

ple for their
the democratic

Erdogan's visionary ideals
nation.

Chairman Senate of Pakistan
underscores the profound _and
bonds between Pakistan

enduring
and Tirkiye, characterized

found historical, cultural, and fra-

SHC:

Chairman
Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani has extended his

Muhammad
Sadig Sanjrani expresses his pro-
found admiration for President
Erdogan's remarkable leadership
and unwavering dedication to the
and prosperity  of

ternal ties. He reaffirms Pakistan's
steadfast commitment to support-
ing Turkiye's ongoing develop-

10 the ment and success under President
Erdogan  Erdogan's astute leadership
uclor_» in the Moreover, Chairman  Senate
emphasizes the exemplary role of

Turkiye.  under ros

Erdogan's sagacious guidan
addressing global challenges, pm-
moting rsyonxl stability. and fos-
tering fruitful cooperation among
nations. He expresses unwavering
confidence that President
Erdogan's re-election will further
fortify Torkiye's prominent stand-
ing as a key player on the interna-
tional stage

Chairman Sanjrani concluded
his message
heartfelt best wishes to President
Erdogan and the Turkiye people
for a future defined by prosperity.
serenity, and sustained
progress.INP

JI plea seeks

for the

by pro-

protection of elected
local representatives

KARACHI
on Monday filed a
Sindh High Court (SHC

tatives of local cout

Petitioner p\eads the high court
to_restrain the chief secretary and
LG Palice Sindh from harassment
of the elected representatives.

Petitioner has sought providing

details of cases against

members of different towns The

also  sought

nstructions to the election com-

mission, to ensure that all

representatives of local councils

take oath

The Election Commission of
the Chief Secretary
Sindh and 1G Police Sindh have
in the petition.

The oath-taking ceremony of

Pakistan,

been made pat

elected representative:

Karachi Local Bodies ;I‘umn;

2023 took place on

(Monday). A tug of war ongoing

Jamaat-¢-Islami
etition in
) seeking  prized post of Karachi Mayor, The
protection of the clecied represen- b

between the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and the JI for the

PP has emersed as the largest
political group in the council with
]I as the second largest party and
the PTI third The Tl has
announced its support for the
Hafiz Naeem ur Refman J's can-
didate for Karachi’s Mayor This
support gives the J1 comfortable

ajority to win the mayor’s
ice But there is a twist in the
uation with reports that a num-
elected  ber of union committee (UC)
chairmen of the PTI were in con-
tact with the PPP, but the PTI has
refuted the news.The election of
the mayor and deputy mayor will
take place on June 15 while the
nomination papers can be submit-
ted by June 9-10.The sched-
ule stated rha: the Rmummu
Officer will check the nomination
papers on June 11 and release linal
]hl of candidates on June 14, INP

electe:

court

in the

Fire breaks out at
Karachi’s
plastic factory

RACHI: Fire broke out in a
Flabllb factory located in the SITE
of Karachi

ndustrial

Monday.
The fire brigade offi

that the efforts were un

area

control the fire, while the works
have been evacuated from the fac-

tot

K;.cmdmgn the details, the fi
was erupted on the upper floors of
r]\e building and dispersed quick-

Il\e authorities said that the
Water bowsers are also present for
continuous water supply, while a
total of eight Fire brigade vehicles
are busy in extinguishing the fire.

he part of the room has
lapsed due to the fire after which
some temporary rooms have been
constructed on the rooftop of the
building. Earlier to this, a massive

ISLAMABAD: A del
(ABAD) called on Fi

fire broke out in pharmaceutical
company located in the Korangi
Industrial area of Karachi, whicl
was brought under control _after
s said  hours of battle Rescue 1122 Sindh
wﬁﬁ to Director, Abid Sheikh, stated that
ers  the fire broke out in the storage
room of a prominent pharmaceuti-
cal company at Karachi’'s Korangi
30 am, which was

brought under control by 7:30 am
with the help of five fire tenders
and one fire snorkel He added that
the rescue team has successfully
retrieve the person who suffered 2
heart_attack within the engulfed

an

building. However, during the
medical aid, the person suc-
col- to his
injuries.Meanwhile, the authori-

ties have identified the deceased
individual as an emplayee of the
pharmaceutical company. INP

532 suspects
detained so far
in connection
with violent
protests on
May 9

RAWALPINDL: J'n]me
have detained 332 s
pects in cunnecuon
violent protests on May 9
and the attack on the
Gcm:ral Headquarters

GHQ) and other sensi-
tl\ e u|s(a||almns

e have been veri-

tvmz- their  allege:
involvement in the arack
on GHQ and ather sensi-
tive installations to deter-
mine whether or not they
should be tried under the
Army Act, 195 1
after the verification will
the cases be sent to mili-
tary courts, according to
solrces

The suspects have been
detained after FIRs were

regist with  the
Rawal-pindi, Attock,
h\.lum and  Chakwal

0ul of the 532 suspects,
had been _arrested
under section 7 of the
Angi-Terrorism Act, 1997,
which outlined punish-
ments s of terror-
ism. Police investigation
into the GHQ attack case
has not been finalised as
the verification of sus-
pects two of whom were
women  activists  was
underway.

So far, more than 105
suspects have been held
in connection with the
‘GHOQ attack and the iden-
tification parades for 23
have been completed. In
Rawalpindi district, the
cases have been regis-
tered with the City Police,
New Town, Sadigabad,
Cantt, RA. Bazar, Race
Course, Westridge, Civil
Lines. Morgah, Taxila,
Saddar Wah, and Kallar
Syedan.INP

g

Power
generation
from Tarbela
to increase by
1,530 MW
till 2025

ISLAMABAD
Electricity generation of
Tarbela Power House is
likely to increase by 1,530
mes.awa"s till 2015 after

¢ commissioning of the
Tﬂrb\.]ﬁ 5th  Extension
Project scheduled to be
completed in 2025,

urrent power genera-
tion of the Tarbela Power

use is 4,888 megawalts
which will climb 10 6,418
megawatt after comple-
tion of the extension proj-
ect.According to 1al
sources, the cumulative
generation capacity ofl\le
project stood at 1530 MW
with three. INP

ation of Association of Builders and Developers of Pakistan

eral

Ishaq Dar at FBR, today on hudgel proposals,

ter for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad

President directs repayment
of three wrongly
auctioned imported vehicles

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
has directed Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) 1o apologize and make payment
to a citizen whose three imported vehi-
cles were mishandled by Customs
Department, wrongly auctioned by
Custom officials at a low price of almost
Rs 3 million without any notice to him,
he Customs Duty pard by him was
refunded to some unauthorized clearing
agents, whu Iater disappeared with the
President directed FBR to
pts/documents, refund the
amount as per the assessed value of the
vehicles, and refund the duties/charges
paid in Favour of importers/owners. He
also directed the citizen to provide all
documents and reconcile with Customs
Department enabling FBR to make pay-
ment within 30 “days. He further

-

i
Pakistan Rana Ta

B

ister of Federal I..llllul n
eer Hussain addressing
Employment Smart Class Raom at Imlmr(- (,allegr For

observed that interest should be added 1o
the ?aymenl since the auction maney
was lying with the exchequer.

The President gave these directicns
while accepti r:h‘a represenlauon filed by

Mr Iftikhar Awan (the com-
E]mmm against thz nrders of the
Wafagi Mohtasib. The complainant had

stated that overseas Pakistanis, living m
Japan, legally imported three ve
for the. pcrwna\ i of thew fariilies Hid
the fr n. ht against the vehicle: d

Hor
cles dnd sold the three cars

i an auction

at a low prce of Rs 3,019,385 Feeln;ﬁ
agerieved, the complainant approach
the W aql Mohtasib, who directed FBR

e make payment of sale proceeds of
wvehicles 10 owners, after verification as
to why they were being paid INP

n Professional Training of
e 0f ﬂlmg crrrmnny of E-
vers

Verdict reserved on Asad
Umar’s bail plea in Judicial
Complex attack case

ISLAMABAD: The anti-terrorism
court of Islamabad has reserved its ver-
dict on PT1 leader Asad Umar’s bail plea
in the Judicial Complex attack case. The
verdict will be announced tomorrow
ETuesda)) During the hearing, ATC

udge Raja Jawad Abbas remar] ed that

this was a unique case of its kind where
the alleged terrorist went to attack
empty-handed

udge Abbas will proncunce fhe ver-
dict on Asad Umar's bail application
tomorrow. The petitioner’s counsel said
that on the day of the incident, Asad
llm:n did not even go (o the Judicial

Complex, adding he was in the
Islamabad High Court.He further said
that CCTV cameras have been install

but Asad Umar could not be seen The
d that on that day, Judge Zafar
court was held in the same court-

n.“L got a message at lam that night
that Judge Igbal will hold court in my
courtroom in the morning,” Judge Abbas
remarked Former minister Asad Umar
not only brought party workers but also

resorted to arson, Prosecutor Adnan Ali

judge asked him about any case
till date where a terrorist goes to attack
unarmed The prosecutor claimed a cam-
paign has been launched to destabilize
all institutions, \ncludmg the judiciary.

e added burnt vehi-
cles outsi Llc the Ju al Complex
e petitio unsel  Sardar

s
Masroof said that if the PDM protests
outside the Supreme Court, no case is
filed against them.He further said the
prosecution has lowered the standard of
terronists Over in the 5

sions court, the PTI [eader's
was extended in a case registered at the
Tarmol olice station. Additional
Sessions Judge Tahir Abbas Supra
extended lh:mlﬁnm bail till Jun 5

Umar appeared in_the court alon
his lawyer Sardar Busy Advocate Babar
Awan is abroad, give a future date
requested  the wyer  Additional
Sessions Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra
adjourned the Ha.mng 1 June 5 INF

May 9: LHC seeks
report of identity
parade completion of
held suspects

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
has demanded a report of the completion
of the identilication parade of the sus-
pects arrested in the May 9 incidents

The court was hearing the petition of
a woman for the recovery of her son

Justice Anwarul Haq Pamlu said a
peaceful protest is everyene's right,
adding the court was not’in fnmur of
whatever happened on May 9. This
pl‘ohlem cannot be solved with 1o|ce he
added

Justice Pannu was hearing the petition
of Kulsoom Arshad. The DIG submitted
a report on the recovery of the petition-
er’s son, Shoaib Arsh

The suspect was caught by the police
and sent to jail for identification parade
after the of 1

the DIG said

On being asked about the number. of
suspects sent to jail for u m\l
parade, DIG Adil said 427, v
than 900 have been sent ror wdumm.
tion parade so far The judge then asked

how many police stations the cases of
I\|a(\: bl mm lents were re:-mered m Th
that

ESPOm
ns. He further told the ooun 1 a

CCT 3

also said the results of the identification
parade of suspects have revealed a posi-
tive match for 80% of those arrested The
court then asked what will happen to
those 20% who have not heen matched
The DIG said if they are umm:enl their
cases will be dismissed. IN




