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World migratory

exceeds 2.6 million: Census
Commlssmner

R
Manan Mandokhail R ‘%
Commissioner  Census

Balochistan, Noor Ahmed

Pirkani on Sunday revealed
that the pnpulaunn of Q]uell:l
cm exceeded 2.6 mullion.
He Hpelled the impression
that_the city, whicl the
capital ol Balochistan
province was 1.7 million.

Balochistan
population
crosses
20.6
million:
Commissio

ner
Mr, Pirkani also

informed that the popula-
tion of Balochistan_also
exceeded 20.6 million
Eeople “We tried our
est not to miss a single
individual and  ensure
counting”, Mr. Pirkani
told Dm]\. Quetta Voice
in an exclusive interview.

He said political parties
and people had expressed

reservations about the
method of census con-
ducted in 2017. “This
time, we tried our level
best to ensure transparen-
¢y’ T. Pirkani
informed

Political
parties
demanded
extension
in census
date

Almost all political par-
ties have demanded of the
federal government to
make sure fair census in
Balochistan and that no
individual ~ should  be
missed. The Balochistan
Assembly had also adopt-
ed a resolution with regard
to the extension in the cen-
sus date. The house had
also expressed reserva-
tions about the preliminary
resulls of the census com-
mission about various dis-
tricls of Balochistan,

birds day observed

in Balochistar

Pakistan
Movcmenl
Itl-par\)
coalmnl\ that includes the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), has

The
Demotmlvt
DM),

refused to relocate their
planned protest sit-in out-
side the Supreme Court in

Islamabad  despite the
{,uwmmems request to
move It outside the Red
Zone due to security con-

cerns

Speaking at a press
conference
Information
Marriyum  Aurangzeb
earlier  on  Sunday,
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said that Prime
Minister Sh»hlm Sharif
had directed him to meet
with Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl HU[-F) and
PDM  chi

Fazlur Rehman.

Ailer receiving "alarm-
ing” information from
security  institutions,
Sanaullah had urged the
PDM chief'to relocate the
R\anned protest

is multi-party ¢
away from the Supreme
Court building.

Sanaullah,

Minister

PDM stands firm
on SC protest
despite govt plea
for relocation

belongs to the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) which is
also part of the PDM
coalition, said that the
administration has

informed him that it will

be very difficult to con-
trol the protest and that
the information being
received from security
institutions  was  very
alarming

He said that he had

requested the JUI-F chief’
to old the protest outside
the Rc 7

Teports su

sestod that the PDM
olding firm on 1
choice” of venue, with
Fazl and other leaders
re%m,lmé any chance of
relocating ~the  sit-in
which is suppose
continue for an mdtﬁnllb
criod.In a s
ater in the evsmll{, "
F  Central Secretary
General Senator Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri
expressed concemn over
the spread of false
rumours that the planned
location of the protest
}'md heen changed Web

Anti polio camp'algn CS
Balochistan vows to
eradlcate pollo virus

Healtl Desk

QUETTA:Chief
Secretary Balochistan,
Abdul  Aziz  Ugaili
vowed to completely
eradicate the polio virus
from the province. He
expressed these views
while addressing a meet-
ing of the task-force
established for the eradi-
cation of polio virus on
Sunday.

Chief Secretary
Balochistan directed all
concerned departments
and officials to obtain
100 percent results dur-
ing the anti polio cam-
paign. He urged the par-
ents to ensure provision
of polio drops to their
children.

The anti-polio cam-
paign would kick start
from Monday (today) in
Quetta and 18 districts
of Balochistan. Syed
Zahid Shah, the
Coordinator Emergency
Operation Cell (EOC)
informed the meeting
that the campaign would
be launched in 393 union
councils of 18 districts
of Balochistan,

1.2 million
children to be
administered

polio drops

During the campaign.
more than 1.2 million chil-
dren under the age of five
years would be adminis-
tered anti polio drops. This
is ;,mng 10 be a seven day
anti polio campaign, Mr.
Shah' informed the " task
force meeting.

During lhcroho cam-
paign, around 4,969 teams
will be assigned to admin-
ister polio drops to chil-

d that the anti-

ign in the dis-

tricts of Chagai, Dukki,
Qila Saifullah, Loral
\1aslung Nushki, Zh

arkhan, Dera Bugti, Fub,

fz.ra . Nasirabad, Mu s

a Khel, Shirani, Sohb atp u

r. Pashin, Chaman and Qila

Abdullah will begin today.

Fool-proof
security
provided to

polio

workers

Zahid Shah, the coordi-
nator _of Emcr'cncy
Operation enter
Balochistan, said that
fool-proof security will,
be provided to all staff
during the campaign, on
whic] Balochistan

olice and FC
personnel  will  be
deployed.

No polio
case
reported
since
January
2021

He said that no case
of polio has been
reported in Balochistan
since January 2021, no
polio virus has been
reported in the environ-
ment of Balochistan
since April 2021 B

The presence of polio
virus in the districts of
other provinces of the
country and in
Afghanistan is a big
threat for the children
af Balochistan
province.

World migratory birds day
observed in Balochlstan

Manan Mandokliail

QUETTA: International
migratory Bird Du{' was
observed in Quetta like in
other pats of the globe. In
connection with ihis day,
an  awareness seminar
organized by Ten Billion
Tree Tsunami Program and

W was organized in a
private hotel in Quetta.
Chief Conservator
Forest. Niaz Khan Kakar
while bricfing the partici-
pants of the seminar on the
movement of guest birds in
Balochistan said that every
ear thousands of crane
alur, Falcons and other
puest birds They come, but
unfortunately, due to the
lack of awareness in our
province.
Number of
migraiory birds
continues to

decrease: Niaz
Kakar

The number of these for-
eign guest birds is decreas-
m]!, every year, Niaz Khan

addressing the par-

ants of the seminar

said that a survey was con-
ducted in 1995

According 10 the Forest
Department _ Balochistan,
cvery year 12000 thousand
visitors visited the districts

Bird, Nushki.
Dalbandin, Kharan.
Division.In Zhob, Dana

Sar Takhi Suleiman range.
they used to land in thou-
sands from Siberia, but due
to the illegal hunting of
ﬁcoplc‘ today this number

as reached 1200, which is
alarming

Migratory
birds cover a
distance of
4,500 kms

Participants in the
seminar, Viee
Chancellor Lorelai
University Zahaor
Ahmed Bazai, Secretary
Law Saboor Kakar,
Secretary Forests and
Wildlife, Noor Ahmed
Perkani,  Sharifuddin
Baloch, Dr. Rabia Zafar,
and other participants of
the seminar demanded
the government 1o stop
illegal hunting  in
Balochistan. A complete
ban should be imposed
so that foreign birds can
make Balochistan their
home. Because these
birds cover a distance of
4500 km and start their
Jjourney in the month of
September, and_during
15 days. It inhabits vari-
ous districts of
Tajikistan, India,
Ahmedpur, Indus River
and Baluchistan till
March
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Flaws in the
Balochistan census

Flaws have been witnessed in the seventh census underway in Pakistan’s
Balochistan province. The census is underway amid reservations and appre-
hensions expressed by the Baloch and Pashtoon nationalist Enli(ical parties

The census staff is yet to reach the people living in url

an parts of the

province. What to speak about the remote areas of the province, which cov-
ers half of the country in terms of area and houses only 6% population of

entire Pakistan.

Census staff is yet to reach the population in Balochistan
Specific law and order situations, rugged mountains, long distanc

plains_ and administrative issues make it very difficult to make sure proper
and accurate counting of all individuals in Balochistan

. As per the 2017 national census, Balochistan makes hardly 6% popula-
tion of the entire country. Indeed, this is equal to salt in the flour. It'is iron-
ic fate if this meager population is not counted properly during the census

of 2023
Census also a sen
Like in some ¢

be one of the sensi

e topi
s of Pakistan, census/enumeration is also considered to
ve topics in Balochistan. Almost all political parties are

in Balochistan

skeﬂtical about the process of the current enumeration/census.
T

¢ Baloch nationalist parties are concerned about the inclusion of

Afghan refugees in the census process and fear that this would bring a
demographic change in Balochistan. Simularly, the Pashtoon nationalist
parties fear that their (ethnic Pashtuns) population should not be ignored
under the garb of Afghan refugees.

Balochistan makes up only 6%

The resource-rich

apulation of the entire country
ovince of Balochistan has a nominal representation

in the parliament with only 19 members of the national assembly out of a

total o

342. The province has no say in the formation of the federal gav-

emment, and distribution of development funds under the federal public

sector development program (PSDP). Even its (Balochistan) meager share
of 6% percent in services is swallowed by Islamabad through fake dor

ciles.
_ Balochistan is la

indicators including education, health i
Nevertheless, its own funds are not utilized in a transparent way because of

the worst governance
To be

bury the hatchet and come u

rping behind all other provinees in terms of key social
sanitation and clean drinking water

recise, all political parties should put their heads together and
with one point agenda that a fair and trans-

parent census should be conducted before it is already late.
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Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

rticle 25 of the

Constittion
Islamic

akistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex, It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it is so? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

jender Responsive,

Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-
ing

“There are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender

Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  creale
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
sender budgeting refers
fo refining budget and
related policies with a
view to promoting gen-
der equality as an int
gral part’ of human
rights. Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of buda-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi
nalion against women,
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgetir
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic_poli Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, *Is there any study
ever conducted to_find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or Pre-budge(
assessment of the annu-
al budgel on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
orm almost 0
(48.76%, to be speci
icjol our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,

this ratio

is 47.47%, If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the rnpu]atinu is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment  starts
and ends with the provi-
sion o Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a ﬁender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
ty. As mentioned above
female population in
Balochistan is 47 4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

shows that there was not
a single project in the
years 2013- 14 Ist
2014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
rotal outlay ranged from

12% to .22%. It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

Tn Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
Gially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world N
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chanees of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor  force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work F lace
Surprisingly there are
no sgar te  Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and

entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational ~ facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, mostly
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
plans for female uplift
Conditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable.  Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender

budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming an
using  this untapped
potential

The Iran-Saudi pact

The recent rapproche-
ment_between Iran and
Arabia has creat-
ed a npple of excite-
ment among the people
of the remon, who have
been badly affected by
the undeclared cold war
between the two coun-
tries

The efforts to normal-
ize ties between the two
archrivals might also go
a long way m stabihzing
the situation n_varous
Rarts of the region, and

elping the peo) le of
Yemen put an'end to the
terrible war that has
pushed millions of peo-
ple towards hunger,
starvation and miseries
and caused colossal
damage to the country’s

nfrastructure
he two Middle
Eastern powers have

expressed their intention
L0 SOFt UL 183UES N A1
amicable way, while
announcing the restora-
tion of diplomatic tes, It
15 also believed that this
normalization will not
only boost economic
cooperation between the
two countries but also
allay apprehensions that
the people of two states
have about one and
another.

Many believe that the
leaders of two countries
demonstrated great
political acumen by
accepting the reality of
em world “that
advocates the resolution
of problems through
talks and diplomacy
It 1s also huﬁcd that
friendly ties between
Rivadh and Tehran will
pave the way for an
effective recanciliation
between the Shias an
Suntiis of lraq besides

reducing tensions
between the pro-Iran
and pro-Saudi’ Arabia
R;[Jlllltﬂ] factions n the

iddle East and several
parts of the Mushim
world

15 expected that

positive signals emanat-
ing from  Rivadh in
Tehran mught be mnstru-
mental in putting an end
to the propaganda war
unleashed by the media
outlets of the two states
years ago, bringing the
people of the two states
closer R

The easing of tensions
could greatly benefit the
Iranian economy that
has cripples
because of the ruthless
sanctions imposed
the US and s allies
The recent unrest in Iran
was also partly fuelled
by the precarious eco-
fomie situation that has
plunged milljons of peo-
ple mto a hife of m1
and 1mpoyerishmen
These sanctions dealt a
severe blow to Iranian
oil export, depriving it
of jts fair share in the
%T‘nbal market, ca \pf
the loss of billions o
dollars over the years

The and ats
European allies tried to
isolate Iran at the mter-

national level, which
also damaged the coun-

try  diplomatically
Enemies of Iran used
this unrest 1o tarnish the
mage of the country,
asserting that Tehran 15
no different from a fas-
Cist state.

The normahzation of
ties perhaps will not
instantly end lranian
isolation at the interna-
uonal level, but help
Tehran find some sup-

Enn_ at regional forums
Vhile sanctions against
Iran are likely to contin-
ue, making it it
tor Tehran to gﬂ any
sigh of relief at the glab-
al level, 1t can enhance
Tranian Share 1n regronal
L

rade.
After the normaliza-
tion of relations wath the
UAE if Iran manages to
put aside its differences
with Saudi Arabia, it
ielp boost 1ts image
as a country that
believes m talks and
diplomacy, questioning
the narrative that has
been projected by the
Wesl asserting that the
theocratic state secks
regional dominance by
bankrolling  proxies
across the region
Cordial ‘ties with
Tehran will also creatly
help Rivadh that has
béset by drone
attacks allegedly carried
out by the Houthi rebels
Yemen. Riyadh has
been trying hard to
diversify its economy,
umping billions of dol-
ars mto construction of
tourist  resorts  an
development of service
industries. These sectors
of the economy cannot
achieve any significant
suecess  amidst  the
atmosphere of hostility
and ammosity m the
region, The ~fear of
attacks in any country
dissuades tourists from
visiting that country.
S sions  also
the efforts
that are meant to boost
economic development
Saudi rabia  is
almost friendly with
every country. of the
region. After “following
hawkish policies  for

some years, its leader-
ship has adopted a prag-

matic approach  that
seems to promoting
regional trade and eco-
nomic  development
The kingdom also
seems defermmed to
maodern Animosity

with Iran has_greatly
benefited the obscuran-
ust forces of the country

at thrive on such hos-
tility.  Good  relations
with Iran will allow the
kingdom to deprive ret-
rogressive clements of
the excuse they employ
to stoke anti-Iranian
feeling

Suc lueople with a
medieval mindset also
scorn  the  reformist
agenda of the current
Saudi Arabia govern-
ment. So, on the domes-
tie front it will strenath-
en the pr?g,mans( lead-
ershup of Riyadh, creat-
mﬁ ease to carry out the
scheme o eIz~
tion that 15 badly needed
for a country which has
been accused of foment-
ing sectarian hatred and
reﬁ-mus orthodoxy. It
will also help Saudi
Arabia project its soft
image which is neces-
sary 1f the kingdom real-
Iy wants to promote its
ervices sector and
diversify its economy.

The rapprochements
between  Tehran and
Riyadh will also boost
theé |ma%e of China as a
global Teader

lagued

wars,
licfs and hostilities, The

Chinese involvement

power of the US that 15
more mterested in sell-

y Abdul Sattar

ing weapons to all the
rival states instead of
coming up wit
tion to the problems
bemng faced " by
region, The Epuupﬂc_ of
the Middle East might
remember China as the
country that helped cre-
ate a situation where
they could have a sigh
of relief, and
Washington as an actor
that did nothing for the
region except fueling
mare tensions,

These good gestures
by the two countries
also indicate that the
world 15 ﬁnallly entering
into an era of effective
multilateralism  First,
Russia stabilized war-

Syria a lew years
amo and now China is
trying to create the
atmosphere that might
go a long way in foster-
g regional unity and
promoting business and
trade n_not only the
Middle East but beyond
as well. The prospects
of this umty are bright

only normalizing fies
with Iran, but has also
made efforts to put aside
s with
Damascus while enjoy-
ing good ties with the
Iraqi” government that
also played a crucial
role in bringing the two
states closer.

The  rapprochement
should serve as a
reminder to the bellige:
ent leadership of Isra
that has seekmg
regional  domination
through fear and mtim-
dation. Tel Aviv needs to
realize that by violatin
international ~ laws an
usurping the rights of

Mirror, mirror

on the wall.

he time has
come when we
must ask that
magic mirror
on  the wall
what the future
of our nation_is to
Beyond the mirror, there
are really no answers,
with analysts putting for-
ward a vanety of opin-
ions, some arguing that
after three years of acute
hardship caused by mfla-
tion, unemployment and
related issues, Pakistan
will boom back and make
a full recovery. Others are
far less optimistic and
there is a sense of hope-
lessness and despondency
across the country.

The evidence” of this
came in the fact_that in
2022, as many as 750,000
voung Pakistanis, most of
them Thighly educated
doctors, engineers, infor-
mation technology
experts and others opted
to leave the country legal-
Iy This number was far
higher than the under
300,000 which left in the
two preceding years
Clearly. younﬁ, people in
a country which has a
huge youth population —
with 64 per cent of natio!
aged between 15 and 30
years — feel that there is
no future for them in the
country where most of
them “were born and
where they grew up.

There are, of course,
exceptions to the rule,
and some brave young
Pakistanis have chosen to
stay back and help as the
can. Their resolve needs
o be applauded and so
does the dedication to the
country of other young-

sters who insist that they
do want to give back after
2 education
OVErseas in Sofme capacity
or the other, Clearly there
are deep feelings for
Pakistan, despite the fact
that its governance over
the last seven decades has
done so little for the peo-
ple or devised policies
which can bring out the
immense potential of the
couniry.

So, we asked the mirror
if everything is lost. The
answer is not clear. Much
depends on what future
rovernments do and how
they act We hope that
there will be some sense
of responsibility and an
end tothe cl bicker-

the national crisis we are
witnessing at the present
time. We cannot say how
the various players will
act and if the institutions
will stay true to the prom-
ise of steering clear of
Pakistani politics.
Obviously, it would be
extremely wise to do so
As we look at other
countries in somewhat
similar situations, Sri
Lanka comes to mind.
The country fell into a
crisis three years ago - hit
by hyperinflation and a
situafion which led to
default. As a result,
poverty doubled across
the country and in urban
centre evén tripled. The
plu%;m of the people can
only be imagined even
though Sn Lanka has a
better structure of educa-
tion and governance com-
ared “to  Pakistan.
owever, as the World

Bank has pointed out,
more and more flaws
have crept into their sys-
tem of %‘o»emam‘,e lead-
ing 1o the crash of the
country and the crisis that
hitit. Tt is now attempting
to climb back and appears
to he somewhat success-
ful in doing so, with help
from intermational donor
agencies such as

orld Bank as_well as
other foreign nations who
helieve that it is impera-
tive that the country
resumes its prior position
in the world.

Pakistan must hope it
can find similar support
over the years to come
and it must also face up to
the reality that the next
three years, at the very
least, “are bound to be
tough ones, with us
dependent on help from
the outside, How much
help can come in depends
also on the government of
Pakistan and its ability «
mobilize diplomatic opin-
ion and gain friends it has
lost over the years due to
wvarious sifuations

Though Pakistan,
according to top econo-
mists across the world,
has already defaulted, and
has therefore turned to
the IMF the lender of last
resort we should remem-
ber that countries such as
Argentina have defaulted
0 less than nine times
since the late 180Ds. The
last default for Argent
came in 2001 and
currently recovering |
the situation again wi
the aid from the IMF
IMF aid is of course not
always something to be
welcomed

The power

Pakistan’s power and
energy  ©risis  has
reached crisis propor-
tions. The power sec-
tor’s circular debt of
Rs2,377 hillion — com-
bined with Rsl1.400 bil-
lion of the gas sector —
and  Rso00  billion
payable to PSO speak
volumes of our bad
management and the
unsustainable structure
of  power-and-energy-
seclor governance.

Our~ power sector
structure is flawed - a
combination of wrong
generation  sources,

management

mechanism
he failure to plan a
balanced energy mix
ratio, including an opti-
mal mix of renewables
and thermal-based
sources has resulted in a
disproportionate
reliance on  thermal-
based sources af power
generation ie S84 per
cent The planning fail-
ure on the supply side
has also contnbuted to
the present situation
Supply side planning
in Pakistan was predi-
cated on ambitious pro-
jections of industrial
growth The
industrial development
put paid to all optimistic
assumptions of power
consumption, resulting
in a perennial imbalance
between demand and
suppl The  total
installed capacity of
43 775MW in Pakistan
unfortunately does not
get utilized due to lack

lack of

of industrial demand
and poor transmission
and distribution  sys-
tems.

Pakistan developed
thermal-based IPPs to
cater for  projected
demand in the 1990s
with _generous  ROI
incentives for IPP own-
ers through attractive
tariff and capacity pay
ment terms. In simple
terms, the IPPs had to
be paid even if they
were not producin;
electricity because o
the ‘take or pay’ provi-
sion of power purchase
agreements.

Our present genera-
tion capacity — that
touches a peak of
30,000MW once a while
in extreme weather con-
ditions especially in
summer and then plum-
mets down signmficantly
— compels us o keep the
generation capacity on
idle even when not in
demand, resulting in
hefty capacity payments
to [PPs The demand
and production gap of
electricity in Pakistan is
widening against the

eman o
120,392GWH, only
87,324 GWH was pro-
duced in  2018-19.
According to a LUMS
Eneruy Institute (LEI)
reporl, Pakistan with a
base load requirement
of 8 000MW caters to a
demand load of approx-
imately 20.000lvr ¥ 1n
extreme weather condi-
tians for which it has an
installed capacity of
over 40.000MW. .
 The impact of this
imbalance 1s an increase

and energy cris

in the cost of power
generation, which, for
palitical reasons, is nat

passed on Lo end con-
sumers and keeps piling
up in the shape of circu-
lar debt. Combined with
poor bill recovery and
transmission and distri-
bution losses, the vol-
ume of circular debt
keeps nsing.

Also, the demand side
is not satisfactory, On
the  demand ‘front,
Pakistan needs the actu-
al  base load of
B.000MW. Due to sea-
sonal needs — keeping
houses and offices cool
in summer and warm m
winter— the demand
often rises to
30,000M W,

It 15 safe to say that
Pakistan uses costly
power generated mostly
through imported fossil
fuels 1o cool walls and
roofs _at  subsidized
rates. This indeed is an
inefficient way of using
costly electricity

Now even if the tem-
porary demand in sum-
mer spikes to
30,000MW, the solution
is demand management
— which is avoided to
keep constituencies
happy. There could be
several solutions to this
uvcr—uaFaL‘it)‘ issue, and
one of those is to
increase our industrial
capacity so that the

resent base load could

¢ taken up from
8.000MW to 14,000MW
to reduce the adverse
|n|Fact of idle capacity.

he present arrange-
ment of spending $100
billion on capacity pay-

ments to TPPs for main-
taining the capacity that
caters 1o the require-
ment of our domestic
needs — air conditioning
mostly — is the most
inefficient way of utiliz-
ing power. Most of our
IPPs are frontloaded
through high capital
exgeudimre (CAPEX)
and have long tenors of
debt and tariff. The
renegotiation of the loan
tenor and tariff terms is
an option to bring down
the cost of generation.
But this is only a partial
solution wh.ci: has not
borne fruit in the past.
The state of the oil
and gas sector is also
not enviable as the
country has consumed
798 per cent and 66 per
cent of the oil and gas
reserves. With the cheap
domestic gas sources
drying up fast, Pakistan
is likely 1o run out of
domestic natural
resources by 2030
Pakistan 1s purchasin;
costly liquefied natural
gas and putting that into
186,000km-long
pipeline infrastructure

to burn it in domestic

ment is
purchasing gas at a cost
of §16/mmbtu and sell-
ing it at a cost of $2-
6/mmbiu 1o rural and
urban domestic  con-
sumers. The resulting
£ap in price recovery —
plus gas thefts and
transmission losses due
Lo poor infrastiucture —
results in the gas sec-
tor’s circular debt. This
state of affairs 15 unsus-
tainable. We need long-

.

Palestinians.

term structural reforms
through better regula-
tion of the power sector
and professional man-
agement.

Pakistan needs to
enhance its industrial
capacity for efficient
consumption  of its
power capacity in addi-
tion to demand manage-
ment through admi
trative measures like
weather-friendly house
designs, installation of
smart  metres  and
AMRs, plugging thefts
through an overhauled
transmission and distri-
bution system and the
gradual altering of ener-
gy mix, enhancing the
share of hydel and
renewables fike wind
and solar energy

Price signalfing is one
of the effective tools to
control energy waste.
The cost of piped gas
needs to be realistic and
the exploration of the
domestic oil and gas
resources be expedited
through special “incen-
tives to E&P companies
Pakistan needs an
upstream regulator in
the oil and gas sector
along with the merger of
Nepra with Ogra 10
bring more synergy in
energy planning  The
country  alsa  needs
refinery policy urgently
to  help  refineries
upscale their productivi-

deklslan should take
some immediate steps
like bold  reforms,
expert presence in the
ower and energy min-
1stries, merger of regu-
lators.

It’s all abou
politics_

ur politicians
are deeply and
dang
dr Our
5
state institutions are divid-
ur journalists are
divided. We the peaple are
also divided — divided
along political lines. Red
alert: we are divided like
never befor
Someone intelligent
once said, “It's all about
politics, stupid ™ Politics
s where the story really
begins. Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic rivals, They
consider each other as
enemies, Our democracy-
loving politicians do not
consider each other as
democratic competitors.
They all want 1o send their
opponents 1o disease
infected prison cells. Our
democracy-loving politi-
cians do not consider each
other as democratic oppo-
nents, They want to anni-
hilate each other. destroy
and obliterate one another.
re’s a proven formu-
la, a formula that has
stood the test of time
political stability leads to
economic rogress.
Political stability results
mn two lhmé,'s fong-term
planning and higher levels
of investment Result
economic progress. Look
at Botswana, a small
African  country  that
%am_ed independence in
966. Botswana has had a
stable government and
that overtime has resulted
m country-wide economic
development. Yes, politi-
cal stability has turned
Botswana into one of the

fastest . growing
economies in the world
Chile, a Latin American
country, is another exam-
Ele of political stability
fnging  In economic
growth and a reduction
poverty Chile is an exam-

example of a country that
has experienced economic
pmé;r&s through political
stability. Singapore 1s
another outstanding
example of economic
progress hecause of politi-
cal “stability. Singapore's

oliticians have  turned
Singapore into one of the
iest countries in the

worl

Here’s another proven
formula, a formula that
has also stood the test of
time: political instability
has four distinet conse-
UETICES: ECOMOMIC UNCEr-
winty, volatility, a lack of
confidence among
mvestors and stagnation.
Venezuela is a case in
aint Remember,
has  mare
proven oil reserves than
any other country in the
world, a total of 304 bil-
lion barrels Venezuela is
a case in point: contested
elections, political murmoil
and unrest. Result: hyper-
flation, a decline in
investment, a shortage of
basic go severe
decline in living stan-
dards. Look at Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe is mineral rich
with coal, copper, iron
ore, vanadium, tin, plat-
inum, lithium and nickel.
But a contested presiden-
tial election and political
mstability has resulted in
hyperinflation, a lack o

foreign investment and a
decline in living stan-
dards. Let us learn some-
thing from Demacratic
Republic  of
Contested elections, a
long-running civil war,
olitical instability and a
ack of investment in key
sectors like mining and
agriculture. Take Iraq, for
mstance — the second-
largest crude oil producer
in~ OPEC after Saudi
Arabia with 145 billion
rrels. Ongoing political
instability resulting in sec-
tarian vialence, political
unrest and economic stag-

nation
Here’s Pakistan with
several significant accom-
lishments. Tt has the
ourth-largest  irrgated
land area globally, follow-
mg China, India, and the
US. Additionally, Pakistan
ranks fourth in cotton pro-
duction, fourth in sugar-
cane production, and fifth
in milk production world-
wide. Moreover, Pakistan
is the sixth-largest date
producer globally and the
el%hth-hl est producer of
wheat. Pakistan holds 105
trillion cubic Feet of gas
reserves. Reko Dig has 3.0
billion tonnes of co
ore and 415 million
ounces of gold. Pakistan
has the world's second-
largest salt reserves, Our

hydropower potential
exce 0 MW

“It | about politics,
stupid.” Pakistan’s pri-

mary issue is political
rather than economic, The

f our economic
problems lies in the politi-
«cal sphere, and ultimately,
the solution to our chal-
lenges lies, in the hands of
our politicians.
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Rioters damaged 23
premises, burnt 108
vehicles: Mohsin Naqvi

LAHORE: Punjab’s
caretaker chief mimster
Mohsin ~ Naqvi  while
delineating losses in
rotests Sunday said that
08 vehicles were gutted
in the province.

“In Iahcwe gome

vehicles, 5.
motorbikes. m
wvehicles, eight Rescue

1122 vehicles and a car in
a car showroom were set
on fire,” Nagqvi said
“Protesters damaged 23
buildings including Corps
Commander’s house 1n

Lahore,” he said
Provincial chief minis-
ter said that military

installations dnd govern-

roperties  were
altankeg under a plan
“Around 34 attackers
were involved in attack
on Jinnah House Lahore,”

The rioters and arson-
ists burnt safe city cam-
eras on May 09 and two
metro stations in Lahore,
he said. “Each and every
attacker is being pum[ed
out
brought to ce L he
said "Around six billion
losses have been estimat-
'c(l in rummb mcndenls s0
ar,

“In Gli]fdn\\l}ild an

Army check post and a
private building was gut-
ted, while in Multan
buses and police coasters
were bumt,” he said
“There were no ordi-

nary people in Mianwali,
most of them were caww
m&, Aarhs, ch:ei T

attackers el
anwah BasL wanted to
bumn aircrafts at  the
installation,” he said.
here are pictures and
video of each person, and
everyone  being  fol-
lowed,” Punjab CM said,
“We vu)rl L arvest a person
wrongly dmpm, any pres-
sure,” e said. INF®

Govt intensifies efforts
to implement Urdu as
official language

ISLAMABAD: The
Ministry of Planning,
Development and
Special Initiatives is
taking practical meas-
ures o implement
Urdu as an official
langu: m all gov-
ernment departments

under Article 251 of
the (‘onsmulion
Accnrdlnnly it
recently approved a
revised PC-1 of the
roject  worth  Rs
8,186 million titled
“Establishment of
National Language

Processing beumluw

LP-Lab)”, expedit-
ing its efforts to com-
F]v with the Supreme
ourt’s_order passed
in 2015 for enforce-
ment or Urdu as an
official language

The Ministry of
National Heritage and

Culture Division is
the SpONsoering
agency, while the
National ~ Language
Promotion
Department  (NLPD)

ml execute the proj-

ec

"The core objective
of the project 1s to
elevate Urdu to the
status of languages
with extensive digital

data resources and
equip 1t with modern
technology applica-
tions,” said Director
General NLPD  Dr
Rashid Hameed, who
is associated with the
department estab-
hished . October
1979 to advance and
promote  the Urdu
national language
Sharing_details of
., Dr
Hameed
explained the project
includes the develop-
ment of several app{l-
cations like Machine
Iranslation (MT),
S{,\eerh Recognition
ptical
Fharacter Recn-lmtmn
(oc that woul
make language learn-
ing more accessible,
facilitate_cross-border
communication and
commerce, enable
people to  access
onling content, pro-
mote  cross-cultural
understanding, and
help preserve lan-
guage resources
He believed that
only languages that
adapted fo the latest
technology would sur-
vive in today’s world
Since assuming

patrolling at Shimla Pahari chowk during Flag March to maintain

and order situation, in Provincial Capital.

ITOJK mothers
awaiting detained,
disappeared sons

ISLAMABAD: When
Illlernauuna\ Mother’s
Day is being observed
across the world, today,
thousands of kaahmm
women continue waiting
Tor the return of their sons
subjected to enforced dis-
appearance in custody by
Indian troops in oceupied
Kashmir and detained in
different jails
A report released by
the R
Kashmir Media Service
on International Mother’s
ay, today, pointed out
that confinued Indian
state terronism had result-
ed in the killing of 96,192
ha:]\mmi including

nd children,
Imm \989 As many as

22,960 women have been
widowed b{ the Indian
forces and 11,257 raped,

disgraced or ‘molested
during the peri

It said, relatives

search Section of

including mothers, wives
and daughters of illegally
detained APHC leaders,
activists, Ulemas,
nalists, human rights
defenders and youth have
expressed serious con-
cemn over the health of
their relatives languishing
in different jails of India
and 110

The report deplored
that over two dozen
women, including 63-
year-old mmlancﬂemlm.
Aasiya Andrabi, Nahe
Nasreen Fehmeeda S (l
Shazia Akhter and Insha
Tasig were llegally fec-
ing detention in different
jails, including India’s
infameus Tihar jail, on
false charges

The report pointed out
that the troops had sub-
jec 8,000

ashmiris to custodial
disappearance during the
period and the mothers of

power in April 2022,
the incumbent govern-
ment has taken sever-
al steps toward imple-
menting digital trans-
formation in the coun-
try

Planning  Minister
Professor Ahsan Igbal
has been a driving
force behind these
efforts, with a focus
on shifting from man-
ual to digital process-
€5

Last month, the
minister established a
Steering Committee

consisting of experts
from the information
technology and pri-
vate sectors aimed at
facilitating the imple-
mentation of digital
transfarmation and
increasing the coun-
try s export volume
Programme
Manage: “For Research
& Dewﬂopmen( at the
D Syeda Roshana
.«\Il Naqvl while shar-
ing (unher delaﬂs ol
the
that

achm:
Tr (MT)
nmdule used comput-
er algorithms to auto-
matically  translate
text from English to
Urdu INP

the majority of these dis-
appeared people had been
waiting for their_return,
Second Sunday of May is
observed as Mother’s
Day since 1914 as a result
of “continued efforts by
Anna Jarvis, daughter of
Ann Reeves Jarvis,
eace activist in West
frginia, the United
States, for her mother’s
contributions  towards
Sociely

Il deplored that the
niri mothers were
h&.ann the brunt of
Indian state terrorism as
the Kashmin women,
including mothers, had
taken the ultimate hit by
losing their near and dear
ones To Indian bullets
The report said thou-
sands of Kashmiri math-
ers continue to wail for
return  of their sons
imprisoned or subjected
to enforced INP

=

QUETTA:General Secre\sr} of All (‘reatlun Plant Association Balochistan Mir
Hasseb Ahmed Lahri along with others addressing a press conference.

Marriyum deems Imran
‘mastermind’ behind
May 9 mayhem

ISLAMABAD:
sad on Sunda

Iﬁmaf (PTI)  supremo

an.

Marriyum’s remarks came in
response 1o I\I\an s last day first  the
release in which he
demanded a fair probe into van-

ress after r

dalism during protests.
Launching 'a bro
Khan, Minister said *

divorce) and
Tyrian White.

Information
Minister Maryum Aurangzeb

adside at
“Imran did
not have any informanon about
(PTI workers) attacks, terronism, Iy
and arson just as he did

know about his marriage during
‘Iddat’ (period of waiting after a
being a father of

he was arrested,

rarist attacks
maintain
The minister

being named
refu
agent”

not

fou and your planning
behind the desecration o
that the violent rials of
events that took place on May & %
were premeditated and orches-
trated by Pakistan Tehreek-e-

I T
had repeatedly threatened that if
Imran

attacks would
be done and for this elaborate
planning was done
mastermand behind the ter-
in Pakistan, she

said_that the
Chief of Army Staff and the
Director General Inter-Services
Public Relations were repeated-

as they had
sed to meet the “foreign
behind closed doors
adding, she said that as no secret
meeting in the Presidt
was being held, so the Ammy

are  Chief and DG ISPR were being
the  named by PTI repeatedly
mawlvm and

Castigating Imran Khan, she
un. said before advising DG ISPR,
hairman  he should change the name of
his party 1o “Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Terrorism

Taking a jibe at Imran Khan,
she said he will be held account-
able for Rs 60 billion of the
nation,

She said Imran Khan and his
spouse had grabbed precious
land in Al-Qadir Trust

Terming Imran foreign
um.nr. she said his anti-national-
mundset against the country
h:\d been fully exposed now.

Like foreign funding, forsign
agents and their agendas have
ent's House  been  fully  exposed.  she
remarked INP

Imran was

Pakistan's female climber
Naila kiani scales world highest

KATHMANDU

along with Nepali

Sunday morning

Pakistani
female climber Naila Kiani
Pasang
Temba Sherpa successfully
scaled world highest moun-
tain Everest (8848 86 m) at
08:02 Nepal Time (NPT) on

Pakistani

two kids

the — Tibet

banker and an
amateur boxer mother of

Mount Everest lies on the
border between Nepal and
Autonomous
Region of China at an ecle-
vation of 29,032 feet (8,849

mountain Everest

the World” or “Goddess of
the Valley.”

The Sanskrit name
Sagarmatha means literally
“Peak of Heaven.”

Tts identity as the highest
pont on the Earth’s surface
was not recognized, howev-

She became the first for-  metres). er, until 1832, when the
eign female climber to sum- Mount Everest is the governmental Surve‘;‘ of
mit the peak in 2023 highest mountain in the India established that fact

Reports suggest that Naila  worl Everest has long In 1865 the mountain
Kiam became first Pakistam  been revered by local peo- reviously referred to as
woman climber to summit ples XV-—was renamed for

Five peaks over 8,000m_ It
to note that
Dubai-based

15 pertinent
Naila is a

name,
means “Goddess

PDM seeks local
admin's permission for
sit-in outside SC

Muslim League-Nawaz

ISLAMABAL The ruling
(

arty, Pakistan
un(la\ sought

coalition
} on

the local district administration's permission to hold a

sit-inoutside of the
Islamabad. Former mini
Tang
application un the
concerned  aut

Supreme Court premises in
ster and PML-N leader Dr
Fazal Chaudhry confirmed to journalists that an
atter had been submitted to the

"PML-N workers Frum across
Islamabad il fully participate in the protest,”

he said

The applicaucn siates that the ruling pary alliance

Pakistan Democratic Movement (|

"hold a public gathering

M) wishes to

at D-C] huwk Islamabad on

Monday at 10am" Notably, the top court had come to
the rescue of former prime mumle. Imran Khan on

Thursday as it decl;u:d Im ar

rraft-buster from the

the countr
l he Islamabay

's lnl
High

“ourt (IHCY) illegal aml d\rened immediate release of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief.Shortly after

the IHC's decision was reported,

PDM announced that

it will stage a protest demonstration in front of the SC

over its “wuust behaviour”. "We have

decided that we

will protest apainst this behaviour As someone who is
representing the PDM, [ apuea\ to the entire nation to
>

reach Islamabad on Monday. 1

17th anniversary of
historic Charter of
Democracy observed

ISLAMABAD: The 17th anniversary of the historic

Charter of Democracy,

rmer_Prime

Minister in exile Nawaz Sharif and Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto Shaheed in 2006, was observed

The document envisi
'akist:

oned establishment of a new
Dllllca'\ svslem of harmony and
vith the aim o ensure coni

econciliation in
auity of a strong

demncratlc system. Setting aside mﬂerau:es of the past,

e two mainstream parties, the
\\ad adopted the thirty-six
they would respect electoral

the PPP
oint COD, deﬁlanns that
mandate of representative

governments and that they shall not undermine each
other through extra constitutional ways. Under the
Charter, they pledged that no party shall solicit the sup-

port of military to come inta power or to
nment The significant features of the

democratic gov

e &

Col) were constitutional amendments code of conduct,

free and fair elections and ¢

been hampering the

of ‘democracy 1n

Pakistan.Later, some other parties of the Alliance for

the Restoration of Democracy, including
Ulema-e-Pakistan, Jamhoori Watan Party,

Jamiat
Pakistan

Democratic Party, Jamiat Ahle Hadith and Pakistan
Christian Party signed the CoD document. INP

Week-long anti-polio campaign
to begin from

ISI AMABAD: Under
th National
Immunlsa(\on
Programme, a week-lon;
anti-polio campaign wi
kick' off on onda
(tomormrow), where chi
dren under 5 years of

t he

four
country
o .-\cw[d]mu to details, a
ive-day-long campai

will heietd Fom \1§u 'fi
to 19 with the aim to
immunize more than 2
millien children to boost
the immumity of children
District Health Officer
Punjab talking to a pri-

provinces in

vale news channel said
that almost 12 districts of
Punjab have been made
part of the campai n
includin,
Faisalabad, Ra\\al m

Bhakkar han,
La,\-vn]\. Mianwali,
Multan, \-1 uzaffargarh,
Rajal Rahim ~ Yar

Khan Klld Sh |ewklmpma
In Lahore, Rawalpindi
and Faisalabad, the cam-
paign will continue for
seven days while in other
districts 1t will last for
s All-out
arlmw&,ememe have been
finalized by the National

dren from the crippling
disease of polia

He said mobile teams
have also been formed
which would visit all the
areas including the
remaote, far-flung areas,
flood-affected areas and
fahan refugee camps

areas Islawmbwcl and
other districts 10 acconm-
plish the task. He also
urged the religious schol-
ars, NGOs and local com-
munity to make this cam-
paign  successful by
invelving thei all-pos

that
cmm-en cf (he uhole dw—
wrict could be immunized
against this crippling dis-

today

ease

He said the private
schools should also coop-
erate with the district
administration in imple-
menting the polio eradi-
cation programme. The
government should fur-
ther accelerate its efforts
for tackli olio by
strengthening polio sur-
veillance systems and
ensuring high vaccination
coverage during  this
time. According to
details, a five-day-long
campaian Wil be held
from !\ﬁ) 0 19 with
the aim Io
more than 2 mi 1
dren to boost the immuni-

ty of children. District
I)iealm Officer  Punjab
talking to a private news
channel said that almost
12 districts of Punjab
have been made part of
the campaign

including Lahore,
Faisalabad, Rawalpindi,
Bhakkar, DG Khan,
Layvah, Mianwali,
Multan, Muzaffargarh,
Rajanpur, ahim ~ Yar

Khan and Sheikhupura
In Lahore, Rawalpmdl
and Faisalabad, the cam-
paign will continue for
n days while in other
(llﬂuch ‘it will last for
days All-out
arrang\,mcms NP

Its most common Tibetan
Chomolungma,

Sir George Everest. British
surveyor general of India
P

Mather of  from 1830 to I843 N

Chaman:Maulana Mufd Qasim, President of Anju
Khan, Abdul Qapum Achnkrsl, Mirwais Achakzai

Govt to bear
expenditures of
hajj sacrificial

animals

ISLJ\M-\BAD Minister for
ous Affairs Senator and
Imerlanh Harmony Talha
Mahmood on Sunday mmmmced
that the federal govemnmer

the expenditures of the m,n__
figial animals by itself during Hajj
this yuar

sing g press conference
in lslamaba the federal minister
said that the government was tak-
ing all-out stéps to provide maxi-
mum facilities o ntending pil-
grims for IIaJ this year.

alha Mefimood said 185 000
intendin pngnm e
will perform the religious nlmﬂ
this year

He noted that the expenditures
related to sacrificing of animals
were included in the hajj expendi-
wres and the intending pilgrims
will not have to incur a(‘dmouw
costs in this regard.

The Senator said that the rise in
hajj expenditures this vear is due
to devaluation of Pakistani rupee
and a comparisan of full hajj costs
Mll be shared with the nation

Re\emm_ to Road to Makkah
project, he said currently only
L\amabdd airport was authorised
for this facility and the intendin,
pilgrims lea % m the federa
capml will be ac:lnmed through

He said Immigration of 26,000
intending pilerims would be made
from Islamabad airport

Punjab CTD
arrests outlawed
TTP terrorists in

IBOS

LAHORE The  Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD) on
Sunday claimed to have arrested
four alleged terrorists associated
with proscribed Tehreek e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and ISIS in an
intelligence-| based l;perahm\(IBO)
in different cities o

The terronsts were arrested dur-
ing Intelligence-Based Operation

ﬁOe) carried out in Sargodha
Rawalpmd\ and Gujranwala, Thl.
terrorists were  identif
Salman, Shelzam'm Mﬂ\lk Asmr
and Sher Kha:

Explasive N N O
mem for making suicide vests

re also recovered from the ter-
\‘0_!'!5[5‘ the CTD spokesperson
sai

i

The statement reads that 51 sus-
pects were arrested during 248
combing cperations in this week
alone while over 11,000 pecple
were questioned in the combing
operations. The authorities sai

D is determined to root out the
scourge of terronism INP

—~z

n Tajran Sadiq
praying on the

of the i of H

Center.

d Ceiling and Wall Panel

Governor Balighur
Rahman promulgates two
ordinances in Punjab

LAHORE: Punjab (Criminal Procedure ment ordinance, in the
governor  Muhammad Code} in emergency sit-  light of the directives
alighur Rahman on  uations by removing o Election
Sunday  promu legal ~ complications.  Commission, the per-
the Code of Cri Under the Amendment  sons appointed on pelit-
rocedur e Ordinance, the Deputy ical grounds in the

(Amendment)

Commissioner or

any  boards of the Punjab

Ordinance 2023 and the  other officer specially  Agricultural Marketi
Punjab  Agricultural empnuemd by the Regulatory Authority
\Aa.ke-m!, Rogulatory  Puny goveérnment  and Market Companies
Ordinance  Authority would be authorized 10 would be dismissed
(Amendment) issue orders under immediate
Ordinance 2023. Section 144 in urgem The Election
The povernor prom- cases.Per the provisions Commission of
ulgated the first ordi- of _ the un Pakistan (ECF) had
nance as the Section Agricultural Marketing directed to ensure

144 of the Code of egulatory Authority
Criminal Procedure  Amendment Ordinance
(CrPc) brought legal the provisions of the of
complications. It was Punjab Agricultural

not practically possible  Marketing

to immediately refer Authority Act,

immediate termination
of services of all heads
the institutions
appeinted on pelitical

Ww'ulamrg basis and to send 'hﬂ"
&

lists to

every case to the didn't cater to immedi- Commission. The ordi-
Cabinet in urgency, ate rermination of polit-  nance has been pro-
Promulgation of the ically appointed per- posed in order to com-

Amendment Ordinance
has eased the enforce-
ment of Section 144

lI\'DERABAD £
ng certificate to parl

Tnuncr Workshop ,biological Risk Mitigation. at Diagnostic &

Research Laboratory LUMHS,

sons in the PAMRA and
market committees.
Through this amend- dog.IN

ply with the directions
of the electoral watch-
P

A
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Rana Sanaullah asks nation to reject
Imran Khan via power of vote

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Rana Smldulldh has asked the

nation to reject Imran Khan thro
wise,
ter to the count

Rana Sanullal

of th
the Pakistan Tehreek-e- |l\>d§;(PTI) thef would I:bnmj disa

along wilh ]mbrmalicn Mmi:t_cr I!‘vl‘arriy‘_m'l]

e vote, other-

Aurangzeb was
Sunday.

He alleged that Imran Khan is evil and he would bring disaster
to the country if he is llol smpped by the nation through the power
| bombs and slingshofs were man-
and later distributed among the

of the vote. He a
ufactured at the same Iocan
PTI protestors across the coun

country but the fationals have rez

QUETTA:Provincial Mis

1
Sanaullah said that the PTI chief brought a disaster to the coun-
try in terms of violent prou.sls after I.Clll])% a chance. He added
that they already knew what is 1.](1:175 fha
alises

ve happened in the
the reality now

ster for sports and Culture Abdul khali

due to
and pave speci

return after holding
that those people
were trained terrori
about the spots e
he interior minister said that
violent prmccls and riof
Regarding the corruption case against the PTI chief, Sanaullah

claimed that Khan had admitted o receive Rs60
bank account via his %rou.clm. He added that the illegal money
was due to be deposited to the national

ing.

was confiscated whi
exchequer INP

He said that the violent protests were just a trailer of Imran
Khan's politics of hafred and the country Suffered major damage
terrorists” torched Yadgar-e-Shuhada
;ﬁsts to the people for staging protests.
“We thought (h'u the protestors are common citizens who will
demcnmnnnns Later, we got information

g rermnsm’ The *

tacked Co
5. The mlacl.e £
ht months ags

Hazara and DG spirts are

receivin the torch of the 34th national Games after arriving Quetta Air port from karachi.

COMSTECH to conduct
free eye camp and doctors
training in Chad

Suspect who
stole corps
commander’s
uniform arrested

LAHORE: The police on Sunday
arrested a suspect who allegedly stole
the uniform of Corps Commander
Lahore during protests following the
arrest of Pakistan Tehl'EEkE?ll af
(FTI) Ch.nrman Imran Khan,

According fo details, the Punjab
police intensified their crackdown
against those who reeently attacked
the Lahore Corps Commander House
during protests following the arrest of
former prime minister in Al-Qadir
Trust case.

Sources said that one of the perpe-
trators stole the uniform of the Corps
Commander and worn it. However,
the police have arrested the suspect
and shifted him to an unknown loca-
tion for further investigation

It is pertinent to mention here that
the police have launched a crackdown
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf [I"[ 1y
Ieaders workers follow t
uolm protests’ held after the .arrcsl

chairman Imran Khan in Al-
Qadlr Tust Case. INP

PPP decides to
participate in
PDM’s sit-in

outside SC

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples.
Party (PPP) has decided :oEl rlmpﬁlc
in the Paki Democratic Movement
(PDM)' sitin ouiside Supreme Court
(SC).

Addressing

PPP Ieader‘s .'Ay var Hussain Bukhari
and Fai im Kundi said that
bllprems Luuri has refused to consti-
tute a full court for Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa 1KP) clections that’s
why PPP will te in the protest
outside Supreme me.

ayyar Hussain Bukhari said that
the nation needs a judiciary that makes
a decision irrespective of their person-
al likes and ikes, and who can
work for the supremacy of law and
constitution.

He maintained that when the PTI
chairman was summoned before the
court on May 11, he was an accused at
that time. On what basis the Chief
Justice declared Imran Khan's arrest
illegal 7INP

PTI’s Firdous

Shamim Naqvi

arrested from
Karachi

KARACHIL: Pakistan Tehreck-e-
Insal' (PTI) leader Firdous Shamim

E n arrested in Karachi
anud an ongoing crackdown against
the party.

According to details, the police
arrested  the Member of Sindh
Assembly (MPA) from Karachi’s
Pehlwan Goth following his participa-
tion in ‘peaceful protests’ staged by
ih I in a bid to “Save the
Constitution and Save Pakistan™

In a statement, the police said sever-
al cases were registered against
Firdous Shamim Nagvi during the,
recent protests tn]ln\vlng_ the arrest of
PTI chairman Imran Khan — who was
later released on Supreme Court's
(SC) orders.

The senior PTI leader was leading
rally in different areas. Meanwhile, the
police have also detained four fomlo

arty workers from [nsaf House at

hahre Faisal.INP

JUI-F finalized
preparations for sit-in
outside SC building:
Maulana Darwish

a news conference the

PESHAWAR: After the announce-
ment of the JUI-F protest sit-in outside
the Supreme Court, the workers have
sldrled their movements with the main

arture of the workers from Khyber
hlunkhv.a on Monday morning.
his was stated by Maulana
Ahl’\’h\d Al Darwish while talking to
media men here Sunday. He said the
Caravans of the JUI-F workers will
depart from cach district according
to their schedule and all convoys
will reach Haklah [nterchange on
Monday afternoon. INP

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH
in collaboration with the Islamic
Development  Bank,  Layton
Rahmatullah BLI]L\OILnI I‘rust

he  Mi
Chad will conducl a I‘rcc
i doctor training at a
\ldl in  Nadgemana,

calth of

camp
Iu al  ho:
Chad on -28

“An _eigh- memher delegation
of Pakistani ophthalmologists
from LRBT and COMSTECH
officials is set to leave for
Nadgemana, Chad on May 21 to
start_this eight-day activity.
which more than 400 free cal
’c

douors in lhc Ial«.sl cataract sur-
;_.erv te(.hmque: conduct post-
examinations  of
Ditients, and Iaunch an awareness
campaign targeting youth to pre-
vent avoidable blindness.”
“Moreover, COMSTECH, with
the assistance of the Islamic
Development Bank (IsDB) has
planned to provide a two-year spe-

rraduate  training
African_ophthal-

d post-;
m IU
nologists in diabetic retinopathy
an:l glaucoma surgery at locil
institutes
“The event is b\.mg. Hmmly

organized slamic
Development Bak {1sDB), the
Organisation ol TsTamic
Cooperation  (OIC)  Standing

Committee on  Scientific and
Teclmolnﬁ!lcal Cooperation
COMSTECH). and the Layton
ahmatullah Benevolent Trust
(LRBI). This free cye camp aims
o sus}]pnﬂ the OIC least developed
member states in Africa,” it added
. Coordinator of Genera
Prof Dr M. 1
Choudhary said, “The COM-
STECH dnd Pakistani ophthal-
mologists” team 1s commutted to
providing free eye care services to
rl;e underprivileged communities
of

l§ Ie said, “We believe that every-
one has the right to access health-
care services, regardless of their
financial position. " INP

Karachi police arrest
father, son for setting
rangers picket on fire

KARACHI: Karachi police in
action arrested a father and his

son on Sunday, who torched a
Rangers p]d\ the port city
on May 9, following the arrest

of Imran Khan by NAB in the
Al-Qadir Trust case

The arrest was made by
Karachi East police on a tip-off
from Gulistan-e-Jauhar block
13. Abdul Majeed and his son
Huzaifa were arrested for torch-
ing Rangers picket and other
properties at Shahrah-e-Faisal

during May 9 protests, termed
“Blac! D-l\’ by Pakistan Army
forces

The police said the father and
son were booked under terror-
ism charges

Abdul Hameed in his video
statement in police cusiody,
confessed to setting Rangers
picket on fire after being pro-

voked by the Pakistan Tehreeke-
c-!nsal’[cadcrshv"p‘

The video of torching the

icket was recorded by my son
Huzaifa, Abdul Hameed said
and added it was made viral on
his direction

Abdul Hameed regretted his
action of setting properties on
fire.

Meanwhile, the police arrest-
ed a suspect involved in attack
on the military’s General
Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi during protests fol-
lowing the arrest of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan

Sources said that the police
have arrested the suspect - iden-
tified as Idrees — for his alleged
involvement in attack on mili-
tary’s General Headquarters
(GHQ).INP

180 terrorist attacks
rocked Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa this
year: report

PESHAWAR: The anti-terror-
m department in Peshawar has
mued the data_regarding an
mcrease in terrorist incidents in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
ccording to the report. 133
incidents of terrorism took place
in KP during the four months of
the last year.

This vear, the number of terror-
ist attacks increased to 180 during
the same period.

he maximui
terrorist attack:
February, the

It further claimed 158 terrorists
were arrested in 711 intelligence-
based operations.

In these aperations, the security
forces killed 62 terrorists, and
seized 47 kilograms of explosives
and 150 hand grenades from the

number of 50

PASHAWA
lic gathering

hunted terrorists

The report added that suicide
jackets and other weapons were
also recovered from the terrorists.

According to the report, 133
incidents of” terrorism took place
in KP durm; the four months of
the last yea

This Ear . the number of terror-
ist attacks increased to 180 during
the same

The maximum number of 50
terrorist attacks was repuned in
February, the report

1t furiher claimed 158 terrorists
were arrested in 711 intelligence-

ased operations

In these operations, the security
forces killed 62 Ierrarms and
seized 47 kll%t,rams of ¢ fp
and 150 hand grenades from (he
hunted terrorists INP

had been given special

BT should be banned after the

mmander Lahore’s house  name of “honor”

“honor” in the
Dera Murad Jamali
billion in his

A man and woman were killed in the
in Balochistan’s Dera
Murad Jamali area on Sunday.
sources said an aceused opened fire and
killed his niece and a man in the name of
Ward Number-1 arca of

The accused escaped from the spot.
The dead bodies were shifted to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital Dera Murad
Jamali. Palice reached the spot as an

Man woman killed in the
name of ‘honor’ in Dera
Murad Jamali

From Our Correspondent

Police

investigation nto the incident wer
underway

PML-N seeks local
admin's permission for
sit-in outside SC

ISLAMABAD: The ruling coalition
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) on
the local district administration’s perrmssmn [ hol
sit-in outside of the Supreme Court premises m
Islamaba

Former minister and PML-N leader Dr Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry confirmed to journalists that an application
on the matter had been submitted to the concerned
authorities.

"PML-N workers from across Islamabad will fully
participate in the protest,” he sai

Notably, the top court had ‘come to the rescue of for-
mer. prlmc minister Imran Khan on Thursday as it
declared his arrest by the country's top graff-buster
from the premises of the Ishmzibad High Court (IHC)
illegal and directed immediate release of the Pakistan
Tehreek-g-Insaf (PT1) chief.

Suhsequemlv the [HCyanled Imran interim bail for
two weeks in the Al- Qn ir Trust case.

Shortly after the THC's d
Pakistan’ M
that it will stage a protest demonstration in front of the
SC over its "unjust behaviour”.

on was reported,

chu,f and PDM Prcsldcnl Mau\ana Fazlur Rehman
while

Fiizh hndl said Thil oves § WOPor 3 His parey will 5
ncl?alc in the protest and no one will stay al home.

f someone tried to stop us, we will reply back with
clubs, slaps and punches if needed," he hati warned

Meanwhile, the federal cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Shehibaz Sharif. had issued a strong condem-
nation against Chiel Justice of Pakistan (éjl’) Umar
Ata Bandia] for his "extraordinary intervention” in
Imran Khan's arrest. The cabinet deemed the iterven-
tion as "misconduct” on the part of the top judge.

According to the federal cabinet, Imran Khan's arrest
was carried out in compliance wlth the Constitution,
law, and legal procedures in the "open and shut case of
Cnrruphon and corrupt practices”

The federal cabinet reiterated its stance that the
CIP's interference was unjustifiable and condemned it
in the strongest possible terms, It denounced the CIP's
interference as "misconduct”

It may also be noted here that a meeting was held on
Saturday, presided over by the SC's registrar, 1o review
the security arrangements for the SC in view of the

ar-

"We have décided that we will protest against this
behaviour. As someone who is “the PDM,
I appeal to the entire nation to reach Isﬁmdhad on

protest planed uumde its prem:se> on Monday but no
feprese of th police attended the
11

The SC registrar e(preased his mncems over the
lack of cooperation by the Islamabad police.INP

Bilawal declares May
14 as historic day for

Pakistan, democracy

Monday. We will stage a sit-in and protest in huge
numbers," said Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam - Fazl (JUI-F)
PML-N to
continue
struggle for
progress of
country: Rana
E KARACHI Cl\alrll of Pakistan
Mubashir Peoples Party and Foreign Minister,
LAHORE The Bilawal Bhutto Lardan on Sunday

Paknslan Muslim League-
N (PML-N) will continue
put the oﬂumry
v w progress and
pro:perm' under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.
These  views were
e)«nressed by  PML-N
Rana” Mubashir
Igbal while

. talking 1o
peoP ple at fis residence
‘.n on Sunday.

He said that a rally
from the Constituencies
NA-132 and NA- I34
Lu to Islamal
the sit-in |u
e nrgamzed by the

istan Democratic
vlnvemem (PDM) on

londay.

On this occasion, he lis-
tened o problems of
zens from his constituen-
eies and assured them that
their 1ssues would be
resolved at their
doorsteps.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that R
Mubashir meets the c
zens of his constituencies
regularly on the direction

the  PML-N leader-
ship.JNP

3-day
'"Tablighi
Ijtama’'
concludes
ISLAMABAD: The
three-day "Tablighi [ tama‘
organized at Masj |d]

Qasim, concludes here an
Sunday afternoon

"Over three hundred
thousand people partici-
in the at

Mulmwd\
(NHMP),
he spokesperson said.
"Now traffic flow on Link
Road Motorway is nor-
mal.” The organizers of
the cnng,lex,annn thanked
HMP for the excellent
traflic arrangements INP

Mother spends
her whole life for
best future of
children: Sindh

CM
KARACHI:  Sindh
Chief = Minister Syed

Murad Ali Shah has said
that mother is a being,
whose love is pure and
she spends her whole life
for the best nurture and
future ofllel children.

In his message on the
Mother’s  Day here
Sunday. he said that the
purpose of celebrating the
dd) was 1o highlight.

declared May 14 as a historic day for
Pdklb‘dﬂ and democracy as we
n this day. the most popular political
IEader Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto and Pakistan Mu:lll\\ League
leader Mian Nawaz Sharif signed the
Charter of Democmc»é D) in 2006,
Chairman  PPP, ilawal Bhutto
Zardari said that by following the
Chanlcr of Democracy, the SILSUEC of
ountry has increased and democra-

L is strengthened.

Former President Zardari handed over
all his powers as President to the
Parliament through a constitutional
amendment.

He said that the 18th constitutional

amendment is

ogac between the feder-
erating units. He said

ation and all
that only the parliament has the power to
make the law and constitution. It is the

duty of the rest of the mstitutions of the
stafe 1o follow the laws passed by the
paliament

Bilawal said that due to the great sac-
rifices of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto and the workers of the Party, the
constitution of 1973 was restored in ifs
original form which was the defeat of
those who despise and hate democracy
He said that due to the great struggle for
the security of the country and restora-
tion of democ
Garhi Khuda Ba
ited by martyrs from where the sun of
democracy rises with the blood of the
martyrs NP

UETT:
Pa% Army.

iembers of Tehrik lawanan Pakistan hold a rally in support of

Dr Yasmeen Rashid
hospitalized after
rearrest in Lahore

LAHORE: PTI Central Punjab
President and former provincial health
minister Dr Yasmeen Rashid was
again taken into custody soon after
her release by the Lahore High Court
on Sunday.

The LHC suspended detention of Dr
Rashid along with 17 other women
workers of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf and ordered for their release on
Friday They were detained under
Section 3 of the Maintenance of
Public Order (MPO).

However, the Lahore police re-
arrested Dr Rashid in other cases reg-
istered against her in several police
stations of the city

She has been booked in various ter-
rorism cases registered in Sarwar
Road, Gulberg and Shadman police
stations.

The PTI leader was taken to the
Services Hospital, Lahore last night
after she felt some health complica-
tions.

According to hospital sources, dif-
ferent tests of Dr Rashid were col
ducted, She is 70-year-old, that’s way
she is having different medical condi-
tions, they added

Lahore CCPO Bilal Siddique
Kamyana reached the Services hospi-
tal A large force of policewomen was
also present there,

The CCPO asked the hospital doc-
tors about Dr Rashid’s health. He also
sought their opinion regarding her
shifting to the Police Lines

However, the doctors told him that
they could give their opinion after
secing her medical reports in the
morning. INP

Khan’s politics of
propaganda aims to

‘return back in power

Maiza Hameed

ISLAMABAD: Senior leader
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
MNA Maiza Hameed Sunday criti-
cized that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
Chairman Imran Khan was destabi-
lizing the country through his “prep-
aganda tacties’ that only revolved
around returning to power again.

he incompetent former premier
had conspired against the country
and ruined its economy since he was
involved in foreign’ funding and
Toshakhana theft, “she said “while
talking to a private news channel.

PTI leadership “destroyed” each
and every sector of the country and
today the people were suffering
from its worst consequences, she
said She added that the chairman of
PTI was only promoting confronta-

tion, abusive culture and training
llle youth towards his vested inter-

est:

PTI chief’s only objective is to
spread chaos and anarchy in the
country, she said, adding’ that the
poor economic and financial poli-
cies of Imran’s government had put
the country on the verge of bank-
ruptey.

eplying to a question, she said
the PaKistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) governmeni came_ to
Eow:r just to save the country from
ankruptey

She mso advised that the Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaafl should avoid poli-
tics of violence and pursue the path

f peaceful politics in_the larger
interests of the country.INP




