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2 million families to beneﬁt from

health card in Balochistan

Manan Mandokiail

QUETTA:Over 2 million families
would benefit and avail free medical
treatment from_ the newly introduced
health ¢ in Balochistan. The
Balochistan health department signed
a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with a private insurance com-
pany to make sure the implementation
ich-awaited health card in the

“This is revolution in health sector™,
Balochistan health minister Syed
Ehsan Shah told a crowded press con-
ference. Secretary health Balochistan,
Astandyar Khan, Chairman
Balochistan ~ Revenue  Authority
(BRA), Noor ul Hag Baloch, program
manager health card, Asadullah ﬁlnan
Kakar and other oﬂ!c\eﬂs were also
present on the occasion

Health Sector
a top priority
of present
government:
Minister

Swyed Ehsan Shah said that the agree-
ment with State Life regarding Health
Card is welcome and a
towards improving heal g
said that the health sector is the Iop
ority of the povernment. Baloch:
Chief Min Mir Abdul
Bizenjo has specially directed t

tion center would also be established
in every hospital on the panel
Health card an important social
security program: Noor ul Hag Baloch
He ‘emphasized that the media
should play a role in highlighting this
hISIOI 1c event, Chainman BRA Noorul
Baloch said n his speech that
hea th card is a very important social
security program. Before this, assis-
l1m= ls be\n provided to the patients
from g.n ochistan Endowment
Fund wﬂh & billion rupees, Mr. Baloch

informed.

Health card
to be a game
changer:
Asfandyar
Khan

He said that the people of remote
areas will benefit from the health
card program. Chairman State Life
Shaib Javed Hussain expressed his
views and said that State Life will
provide real time service. The agree-
ment with the Balochistan govemn-
ment is a matter of pride for State
Life. Health Secretary Asfandyar
Khan said that the health card will
prove to be a game changer in the
health sector. All possible supy orl
will be provided in this regard
Balochistan Health (ardL Proi.mm
Asadullah  Kakar welcomed  the
guests and said that the Universal

e
early ‘issuance of Heal[lw Card should ther said
be given first prion

The Pm\mcm Heahh Minister fur-

reiterated the commitment that a for-
mal health card would be launched
within 2 months and a formal informa-

that every resident of
Balochistan, whether e is living in a
hut or in rocky buildings or coastal

areas, will benefit from this program.
They will get free meatment facil
up 10 10 lakh rupees, he mentioned. He

Health Coverage Program is a
umque program provided to every
citizen in Balochistan,

When Quetta razed to ground within

Syed Ali Shak

Quetta, Pakistan's southwestemn city was razed 1o ground within 30 sec-
onds when a gov\er!ul earthquake stnick 88 years ago. The deadliest earth-

quake of 1935 still haunts the people
Strong tremors jolted this mountain-rin;

when peuple were n thei desp slesp on

was recorded 7.7 on the reactor scale It w:

alochistan.

British rulers declared
emergency after the deadliest
earthquake of 1935

e Enelish colonial rulers declar

assene:
oring.
ticipate in the rescue operation.

ed city between 2:33 to 3:40 am
ay 35t
as Chlltan fault located in the
South West of the city that destroyed the city. Chiltan and Chaman fault
lee a serious threat to Quetta and parts of northern and central

an emergency in the aftermath of
the deadliest earthquake, which claimed more than 30,000 lives. Rescue
workers and military personnel were moved from Bombay to Quetta in
ins to assist in the rescue efforts. Local tribesmen from neigh-
n, Mastung and other areas also rushed towards the city to par-

.

30 seconds 88 years

1935, The earthquake

OF GREAT EARTHQUAKE

ago

It took weeks and months for the rescue workers to retrieve the dead
bodies buried beneath the rubbles of the houses. The earthquake destroyed
main commercial center of the city

Specific building code was
introduced for Quetta

THE BT 0sh TUTers INTOQuCed @ Speciie BuTding code 10T Dueita in view
of the looming danger of earthquakes.
was implemented in latter and spirit. However. that is no more than the
case when it comes to the implementation of the building code in the city.

Over 700 building constructed in
violation of building code

For sometime, the building code

As per the stanstics of the metropoliian corporation Quetta, around 700
buildings have been constructed in the city in violation of building code,
Substandard materials are also being used in eonstruction, which ean cause
more human losses i the case of any future earthquakes Experts have
warned that there is ticking bomb beneath Quetta and precautionary meas-
ures need to be adopted to ensure quality construction and implementation of
building code to avoid human losses in the case of any natural calamity

PTI deserters meet Shah Mahmood
Qureshi in Adiala jail in bid to

'convince' him to qu1t party

In a bid to change, what sources
claimed, the lovalty of detained
Pakistan _Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Vice-Chairman Shah Mahmood
Qureshi — who according to
Chairman Imran Khan will lead the
party n case of his disqualifcation
— key deserters met
Inm uw \d\al’a;m\ on Wednesday.

ion of PTI defectors
cum rm g the party's bigwigs
wa}m Lﬁau(\hnp Ir::\rmn lfm:ﬂ
Mahmood Moulvi and Aamir Kiani
met Qureshi in the prison and tried
to convince him to part s with
the deposed prime minister, who
was remaved from office via a vole
of no-confidence in April last year,

the well-placed sources confirmed

followin
PTI leader

ress conference
a meeting with detained
wad — once a close

aide of Khan

said that 250 mil-
lion people could not be left at the
merey of component
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The federal govemment

leum producis
by up to Rs8 per litre.

The  decision was
announced by Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar in a tel-
evised address. The price
of petrol has be ed
1 Rs262 per Ii
cut of Rs&. Mewmtiﬂe IIJE
new price of diesel will be
Rs233 per litre afier being
reduced by Rs3

The prices will come
into effect at 12am tonight
and will remain unchanged

Petrol price slashed by

Rs8 per litre

for the next fortnight
he government's

announcement comes as. it
faces increased pressure
due to rising pet
— which had re d
record of Rs282 per hlre
carlier this
inflatien. which is current-
Iy the highest in the region

The recent decline in
global oil prices has pro-
vided some reliel, but the
govemment is still facing
difficulty in keeping prices
down as the rupee depreci-
ates Web Desk

Timely delivery of justice vital to prevent worsening

UETTA: President Dr Arif Alvi has
said that timely delivery of justice especial-
Iy in minor cases holds key importance o
prevent worsening of disputes and avoid-
ing bloodshed.

Addressing a seminary in the provincial

apital Quetta on Wednesday, he said the

‘ederal and provincial ombudsman had
(he\r key role in the promotion of public
service and good governance.

Dr. Asif Alvi said that as a member of
National Assembly (NA) in 2017, he
proactively worked For passing a bill relat-
ed to alternate dispute .wtunun to reduce
the burden on the mainstream judiciary.

He pointed out, “When phwml interac-
tion was not po;slble owing to securi
issues, the executives including himself
must have arranged online setups such as

“Zoom meetings” 10 ensure direct commu-
nication with the common peeple to guar-
antee timely justice delivery ™

of disputes: President

Last night, he said, “He disposed of 10

Fatp Line: 1081 a enses of the federal ombudsman and nor-

mally he disposes of the cases of appeals in
just & few hours,

Stressed to raise
awareness about
the role of the
ombudsman,
President Alvi

in

pa
an

He also directed for removal of obstacles
the way of interaction between govern-

ment officials and the common people. He
sald, “lIslam_teaches people to show

dience and forgiveness 1o promole peace
d harmony in society.”

“No nation needs any foreign aid if they

Sn‘.dy follow the values and teachings of
eferring to the living standards of the

Hulv Praphet Muhammad (PBUH) and the
is companions, the president also aske

the country’s executives 1o follow them and

adnp( the living standard of the common

Qpeakmg about the importance of
woman’s rights and their participation in
society, the president said, “Islam is the
first r\.l]glu[l that l.mphat-lmd to provide an
inheritance 1o women and in Qumn it has
been emphasized with clarity.”

Normally in our society, he said women
of a Faml)lly withdrew their inheritance
rights in favour of their brothers which
happened often under pressure. However,
he said it rarely happened that men of a
family withdrew their inheritance right in
favour of their sisters INP




ditor Asim Kh
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Preserve the dead blue
whale in Gwadar Jewani

The giant blue dead whale found on the Jewani beach in Gwadar
distriet of Balochistan needs 1o be preserved. The whale should be

preserved and kept for exhibit
awareness among students, vis

ting tourists.

n in the Gwadar museum fo create

Indeed, this is a national asset. Its preservation is the core
responsibility of the marmes department, Gwadar Development
Authority (GDA). Experts from the World Wild Life Department
should also be taken on board to preserve the dead blue whale.

The blue whale found on Gwadar beach

36 feet long

S
As per initial information, the blue whale is 36 feet long and its

weight

estimated 20 tons.

The blue whale is the largest animal on the planet, weighing as
much as 200 tons {approximately 33 elephants). The blue whale
has a heart the size of a Volkswagen Beetle. Its stomach can hold
one ton of krill and it needs to eat about four tons of krill each day.

Blue whale is the largest animal on planet

They are the loudest animals on Earth and are even louder
than a jet engine. Their calls reach 188 decibels, while a jet
reaches 140 decibels. Their low frequency whistle can be heard
for hundreds of miles and is probably used to attract other blue

whales.

Marine life in the Arabian sea on more than 700 coastal line in
Balochistan province should be protected. This is not only the
beauty of the nature, it can also be used for promoting tourism

as well.

Balochistan is the land of wonders and attractive tourists destinations
Balochistan is the land of wonders and attractive tourists des-

tinations

The federal and provineial governments need to

evolve a strategy and announce a special package for the promo-
tion of tourism and improving tourist points. This will play a
key role in attracting national and international tourists and pro-

mote economy,

EDITORIAL

Thursday,Jun,01,2023

Indus Waters Treaty under
threat: Part - 111

Shafqut Kakakhel

Pakistan's rejection of
the Indian govemment’s
call for negoliations — on
modifying the  Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) —
made on  January 25
through the Indus
Commission was fully jus-
tified

The trealy, comprising
twelve short articles and

finalized over nearly six
years of pamstaking neghov
trations hackstopped by

and
and

Indian
experls

competent
Pakistani
hydralogists
sioned by the
The jewel in the
crown is the dispute settle-
ment mechanism consist-
ing of bilateral talks and
third party arbitration,

e treaty defines the
rights of the two parties
over the rivers of the Indus
Basin; it does not sufler
ambi ¢ or _any
ofher flaw explains
why experts taking parl in
Track 2 discussions on
issues related to the Indus
River Basin have invari-
ablv called on the parties 1o
explore arrangements o
buld up on, nol renegoti-
ate, the TW’

It is indeed unforiunate
that discussions belween
India and Pakistan through
the Indus Commission on

commis-
World Bank.
W

issues related 1o the Indus
River Basin have focused
onlv on  the Indun
hvdropower projects on the
western  rivers. ‘The
Intergovemmental Panel
on Climate Chmlﬁe (IPCC)

the most authoritative
body for assessing the risks
posed by climate change
and measures 1o address
them — has documented the
profound effects of glohal
warming on the quantity
and quality of fresh water,
mcluding i the Indus
Basin which is fed by the
highly climate vulnerable
glaciers  and
rains

The Kathmandu- based
Intemational Centre  for
Integrated Mountain
Development  (ICIMOD)
has also compiled reporis
on the negative conse-
quences of climate change
on Pakistan’s water, food,
energy, and health security
spite these wamings, the
magor ripanians of the
Indus Basin have never
discussed climate change
related issues

As noted in the earlier
pans of this essay, India’s
mayve might
sinister designs.
use Pakistan's
renegotinte the IWT to pro-
ceed with a unilateral
renunciation of its obliga-
tions under the agreement
concemning the consiruc-
tion of hydropower plants
on the wesiem (Pakistani)
rivers  and  securing

monsoan

Pakistan’s prior consent
before building the power
lants an - officials
ave frequently spoken
about tuming the Cienab
Valley nto a Valley of
Dams!

Pakistan should proac-
tively suzgesl measures for
promoting enhanced com-
munications between the
Indus COMMIssioners,
including the we of the
intemnet — especially Zoom
— for speedier transmission
of information  and
exchange of views.

In defining an
aie sirategy
New Delhi's  desigas
agamnst its core transbound-
ary mierests and concems,
Pakistan should examine
the suggestions made by
scores  of Indian  and
Pakistani politicians,
retired diplomats, water
resources  and  climate
experts, and economists
during half a dozen Track 2
dialogues sponsored and
supported by friendly third
party countries or Organmi-
zations funded by them
Almost all the discussions
were prompled by recur-
ring reporis on the impact
of climate change on [resh-
water  resources  but
addressed  all  relevant
issues. Four Track 2 dia-
logues merit recognition
and consideration of the
recommendations  devel-
wd by their participants.

ne,  discussions  spon-
sored by the Stimson

Ceater, Washington DC, i
collaboration with  the
Sustainable Development

Policy Institute  (SDPI),
Islamabad ~ and  the
Observer Research

Organization {ORF). New
Delhi. The report of the
diglogue  was  utled
“Connecting the Drops: An
Indus Basin Roadm
Cross-Border ater
Research, Data Sharing,
and Policy Coordination’,
published by the Sumson
Center and  SDPI  in
February 2013
Two, discussion
vened by the Delhi-based
Cenwre for Dialogue and
Reconcilianon (CDR) and
the Islamabad-  based
Jinnah Institute. The report
of the dialogue. ‘Indus
River Basin® Common
Concerns  and  The
Roadmap for Resclution”,
was edited by Prol Shakil
Romshoo and published by
CDR in March 2012,
Three, discussions
arganized by the DC-based
Atlantic Council’s South
Asia Cenler in cooperation
with Indian and Pakistani
politicians and organiza-
tions. The report of the dis-
cussions, titled
“India-Pakistan  Water
Cooperation rack 2
Dialogue’. was published
by the Atlantic Council in
2014.Four. discussions of
the Task Faorce on Climate
Change set up by the co-
?]lﬂl, 5 of the
Chaophraya Dialogue held

con-

in Bangkok. The repon of
the discussions. ‘Report of
the Chaophrava Dialogue
Task on Climate
Change’, was published by
the Jinnah lnstitute in
October 2017.

The key recommenda-
tions forged by the afore-
mentioned Track 2 dia-
logues include the follow-
ing: one, joint research
studies by Indian and
Pakistani _experts on the
impacts of chimate change
on water resources. includ-
ing the Himalaya-
Karakoram-Hindukush
(HKH) glaciers, in collabo-
ration with scientific agen-
cies and institutions in the
US, China, and Europe
with satellite-based remote
sensing capacity, to gener-
ate and disseminate non-
politicized, reliable data on
alacial melting trends.

Two, study 10 probe the
reasons for the diminishing
water availability upstream
w India, resulng n
reduced water flowing into
Pakistan. Three. enhanced
preparedness for, and man-
agement of  climate-
induced extreme evenls,
including glactal lake out-
busst floods (GLOFS).

Four, joint monitoring of
he HIGH wlaciers, in col-
laboration~ with relevant
regional and international

agencies, including  the
International  Centre for
Integrated Mountain

Development (ICIMOD)
based in Kathmandu.

The G20 conundrum

Amanat Ali Chandhry

The mee[mig of foreign
ministers belonging o
the G20 countries, held in
India. ended without pro-
ducing a consensus state-
ment._ It is the second
oceasion in a span of two
weeks when the G20

groupin displayed
seemingly ||nbri:|l;;eabte
di over the

wording of the joint com-
munique vis-a-vis _the
Russian-Ukraine
imbroglio.

 As expected, the meet-
ings of foreign mimsters
and finance ministers and
the chiefs of the central
banks were dominated by
the divergent positions on
the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine - war  Despite
host India’s best efTorts to

bring the opposing par-
ties around the Bal joint
statement,  China "and

Russia refused to budge
from their position that
the G20 forum could not
be used for a discussion

olitical matters

he impasse led India
to release the Chair’s
summary and outcome
document, which
summed up the two days
of talks and mentioned
disagreements. The dis-
cussions_largely focused
on the disruption of the
global supply chains, the
impact of the Russia-
Ukraine war on food, and
energy prices and nsks to
financial stability as well
as enhanced ‘fragilities’
in the glabal econnmy

The outcome statement
also noted the differences
in the positions of the
participating countnes on
the Russia-Ukraine war
but claimed to have made

progress. The highlight
of the foreign ministers.
moot was an unexpected
and unplanned meeting

between US Secretary ol
State Antony Blinkenand
his Russian counterpart,
Serger Lavarov, on the
sidelines of the main
event.

The interaction lasted
for 10 minutes and only
served to reiterate the
already known positions
of both the countries. Mr
Blinken, h invit-
ed Russia to rejoin the
New Start nuclear treaty
and urged Moscow to
release an ex-US Marine
from detention

Speaking on the failure
of the G?O meeting (o
issue a joint commu-
nique, Indian External
Affairs  Minister S
Jaishankar, stated. “There
was a large number of
issues where there was
agreement: multilateral-
ism, food and energy
securily, climate change,
sender  issues, global

ealth, terrorism  There
was a considerable meet-
ing of minds, If we had a
perfect meeting of minds,
we could have had a col-

lective statement, but
divergences on Ll ne
did come in the way

While the Western
nations and the US were
unequivocal in their con-
demnation of the war and
held Moscow respensible
for it, India adopted a
neutral stance by refusing

to ferm the  Russian
action as an act of aggres-
sion and called Tor a

plomatic solution. In

5 b working
around the Western sanc-

tiens against Moscow.
The Japanese finance
minister np_ll(l,; described
2

the state of G20 parleys
amid  escalating  war
when he said, “It's

becoming difficult for the
G20 to engage i a con-
siructive ussion
because of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, which is
an act that shakes the
foundations of the global
order”

The  disagreements
also manifested them-
selves on debt restructur-
ing for the distressed
economies during an IMF
meeting with the G17
countries on the sidelines
af the finance ministers’
moaot While IMF
Managing Director
Kristalina  Georgiev,
talked of “a commitment
to bridge differences for
the benefit of countries,
the fact remains that the
meeting, which was an
exercise in organizational
conduct, merely.
seratched the surface of
the globally explosive
issue_ of debt without
agreeing on any ‘deliver-
ables’

As  blame  game
appeared 1o be a pre-
ferred course of action
among  the member
states, developing coun-
tries continue to be hit
hard by the soaring debt
levels and the accompa-
nying difficulties for their
citizens.

Chinese Finance
Minister Liu Kun asked
the world and IFIs to
actively participate in the
debt relief measures by
taking a larger haircut. A
more detailed response
was offered by the
Chinese foreign ministry
official who said, "China

takes the debt issue of
deue\a{]}m_ﬂ, countries
seriously “and_supports
relevant Financial institu-
tions (o put forward solu-
tions” .

“It is our consistent
stance that multilateral
financial institutions and
commercial  creditors,
which hold the bulk of
the debt of developing
countries, should partici-
pate in the debt relief
effors,” he added

late the Western
eriticism of Bel as
mounted in  view of
China being one of the

largest bilateral creditors
whereby the US has
emphasized that “we

need lo see credible and
Sgel:ﬂﬁt assurances that
%.hmx) will meet the
hII_F standard of debt

relief”
Looking at the out-
come of two ministerial
level interactions among
the G20 countries, il
becomes certain that the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war is determining the
state_ of the world and
shaping {he belisviour of
states. The repeated fail-
ure of the G20 to agree to
a joint statement Speaks
o' the wide gull and
deepening divisions that
the present world
order While the agenda
for multilateral oreaniza-
tions such as G20 contin-
ues to become ambitious
hr the day, given that
challenges " such as cli-
mate-induced and natural
disasters are complicat-
ing the state of the world,
there is a_disproportion-
ate lack of determination
and willingness on the
part of the member coun-
tries to sort things out.
As the events playing

out at the two consecu-
tive_meetings of G20 in
2022 and 2023 indicated,
the ability of world lead-
ers 1o crall a consensus is
on the decline Rising
geo-strategic tensions are
sure to mark the conduct
of multinational group-
ings like the G20 in the
months _and  years 1o
come. Going “forward,
confrontation, nol coop-
eration, will likely shape
the interaction and mode
of engagement

This presents an added
challenge, of relevance
and effectiveness to mul-
tilateral  bedies  and
organizations ai a time
when the Western propo-
nents of globalization
revert (o the cocoon of
nationalism_ The sight of
the international ~plat-
farms serving as an arena
of rivalry will further

erode the already dimin-

ished trust of the world
Most experts predict
business-as-usual

become a new nor-

that
will

meeting witnessing
the playing out of con-
flicting i
Consensus  on  ulobal
issues will be hard to
come by, As progress on
the expanded agenda gets
impeded in_such a_sc
nario, there is a possibili-
ty that a trimmed agenda
nay become the focus of
discussions, further nar-
rowing focus,

It reflects poorly on the
quality of the global lead-
ership to be able w sit
across the table and navi-
gate through the crises in
a spirit of cooperation.
With deepening schisms,
the future looks increas-
ingly bleak.

Perfect gridlock

akistan gives
a look of a per-
fect

P

coalition_government led
Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PTI led by sacked prime
minister Imran Khan con-
tinue to pull in the oppo-
site directions, tearing
apart all state institutions
and leaving no middle
ground )
The usual arbiters, the
udiciary and the estab-
ishment, burdened by
follies of their own past,
are not able to mediate,
put the fire out or suggest
any solutions. The media
too has become a victim
of this exireme polariza-
tion, many of them wear-
ing the slants of the war-
nng camps. It feels like
two fast trains, with failed
brakes, speeding from
site directions on the
same track. Will there be
a collision or will some-
thing happen at the last
minute 10 avoid the colli-
sion?

It is clear that the rem-
nants of Project Imran are
very much there in the
system, despite the for-
mal announcement of the
abortion of the Pr(éiect
The controversial deci-
sion of the Supreme

ourt on the interpreta-
tion of Article 63A of the
constitution created a
snowball effect leading to
the dismantling of the
nascent Hamza Shehbaz
government and the elec-
tion of Pervez Elahi as the
chief minister of Punjab

The controversial deci-
sion, termed as a rewrit-
mg of the constitution by
many legal experts, paved
the way for Imran Khan
to force both the chief

ministers of Punjab as

well  as hyber
Pakhtunkbwa as a pres-
sure  lever 1o orce

Islamabad 0 go for early
elections

With_the IMF agree-
ment still not inked. infla-
tion touching the skies,
interest rate at one of the
highest levels ever, the
economy slowing down.
and unemployment and
poverty skyrocketing, the
coalition parties are unde-
cided on how to go about
early provincial elections
in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

More than the early
palls, they are worri
about the fact that if the
PTL sweeps these two
provinces — with 80 per
cent of the electorate —
the governments that will
be formed there will be
there for five years
Which would mean that.
come October, they will
have all the tools avail-
able at their di
ng the National
Assembly elections in
their favour, making it
impossible  for  “the
Election Comm to

on
hold free and fair elec-
tions as guaranteed under
Article 218 of the consti-
ttion.Imran_ Khan has
tried to

influence and

maligning it almost on a
daily basis. His recent
outburst b|ﬂj’\|ln% key
security officials for his
murder conspuracy s
extending an olive branch
to the army chief at the
same time will not have
gone well. Meanwhile, he
is to appear in dozens of
court cases at different
tiers of the court system
involving civil and crimi-
nal matters. Imran is suc-

y Murtaza Solangi

cessfully  using  his
alleged  mur plot to
avoid the jud cess

and avoid a conviction so
as to make himself avail-
able for the next elec-
tions,

Despite having enough
legal. constitutional, eco-
nomic and security rea-
sons to delay the provin-
cial elections in Punjab
and the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the
Islamabad govemment as
well as the ECP have not
advocated the case for
holding all elections in

detober across Pakistan
either in the courts or the
courts of public opinion
forcefully. The Islamabad

rovernment  today  is
ooking and acting like
sleepwalkers,  slowl

walking towards elec-
tions in  Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in a
zombie- state.

It is crystal clear that
amid an_economic melt-
down of biblical proper
tions, insurgency tising
across _ Pakistan, the
provincial elections and
their results will act like a
catalyst to ignite fi
political instability.
aifa{:(mi; the upcoming
National” Assembly elec-
tions in October as well
This is a perfect gridlock
created by decades-long

aws gnl &
state and the miserable
failure of Project Imran
that was nurtured over
mere than a decade.
Regardless of who
the elections
scheduled for the next
month, the results will not
be duc%ud by the Tosing
party. The same goes for
the " elections due in
October this year No
matter who wins the
National Assembly

Who controls

By Dr Shahnaz Khan

The countrys econom-
ic situation 15 deteriorat-
ing rapidly. and the only
solution we hear is 1o go
to either the IMF or
friendly countries for
money.

This situation has been
in  the king  for
decades, and it gecame
more acute due to the
Covid-19 pandemic_and
the current geopolitical
situation. But g
was on a_shaky oround
much before thal. The

who makes decisions on
how this wealth 1s distrib-
uted” In our country’s
context, the most impor-
tant means of production
island.

Pakistan is nothing but
& piece of land which i
home to some 230 mil-
lion people Land is not
only the source of food,
but it also contains gas,
all, precious
metals/stones and _other
natural resources Rivers

ow on it. There are lakes
and underground water.

facus of the A
the media and most ccon”
omists is on_the present,
but no one is offering a
long-term soluton.
The sconomy, in its
essence, is a system of
producing and distribut-
mg wealth, and this is
closely intertwined witl
the political system Its
overarching goal should
be the wellbeing of peo-
ple, ensuning equal access
ta resources and opportu-
nities for all citizens
regardiess of race, reli-
won, ethnicity, language.
gender, etc.
 If we want a more egal-
itarian society and desire
to become a self-reliant,
debt-free nation, we have
to bring a paradi shift
in our thinking and
approach — one that
involves reorganizing the
economy _and politics.
Some difficult questions
have to be asked, no mat-
ter how disruptive to the
current order they may

€.

The fundamental ques-
tion is who is controlling
all means of generating
wealth - or means of pro-
duction — in Pakistan and

We build mus:eti infra-
structure for public use,
titutions,

ete on

in
husc‘malx parks,
jand )
In Pakistan, not only is
land up for sale bul its
ownership too 1s concen-
trated in a few hands. Itis
used for speculation, a
cheap and less risky wui
to become nich — ‘whicl
may increase GDP and
lock good on financial
statements, but it actually
hurts the country and the
economy 1n the long run
Pakistan’s colonial legacy
has also imparted na'dpd
power o land ownership,
causing _oppression and
exploitation of people. If
a powerful rich class is
allowed to own as much
land as it wants, what will
happev!: to the rest of the

people v
_T?wn there are facto-
ries, large businesses,
companies invalved in
imporis/exports, banks,
insurance  companies,
large media houses, even
education insti ns an
healthcare facilities, and
large transport- and co
struction-affiliated bu:
nesses. A small group of
elite controls all tﬁr&m and
there is monopolization

and mafia-like behaviour
most sectors. This
gives them the power to
control political decision-
making and the economy,
which is a root cause, of
the dire situation we find
ourselves in

As long as this contin-
ues, there is no hope for
long-term economic sta-
ility, industralization,
frede_dom from _lg't‘ablr or
ending poverty. The
step in %(évn,;h dires
15 the abolition of the
remnants of the feudal
system  Abolishing feu-
dalism will free up not
Just the land but the peo-
ple’s potential — so cru-
cial to progress. But it is
only possible if there is a
countrywide mass move-
ment against it, as the
land-owning class is quite
powerful.

In urban settings, land
mafias have to be dealt
with. Some important
questions are: should we
continue to_ build posh
luxury housing societies
when housing shortage
for middle- and lower-
income groups is reach-
ng critical levels? Should
people be allowed to own
s many houses as they
can buy or more than
ther needs? 1 believe
there is a need for a com-
prehensive land policy,
taking into account food
and other needs of peo-
ple. Land should be treat-
ed as a strategic asset
instead of a commodity to
be bought and sold 1n the
market.

rket.

The next question is
the role of the state in the
ecanomy. For the past
few decades, a necliberal
agenda has been imposed
unchallenged by global
capital through institu-

wealth?

tions like the IMF and the
Wi Bank. The state’s
role has been eliminat
from economic manage-
ment except for interven-
ing on behalf of capital-
ists, when they get in
trouble. They tell us that
markets _are’ self-regulat-
ing, their actions are in
the best interests of con-
sumers, state regulations
are bad for the economy
as well as society, the
state_has no business in
running businesses  or
providing services to the
public, “and all state-
owned enterprises should
be privatized, ete. But in
practice, this has been
proven daa_df, for the
poor, especially in poor
countrie: 4

The lessons from other
develaping couniries are
that without state inter-
vention, countries cannot
achieve their goals. Even
in developed countries,
the state adopted this
strategy in the initial
stages of development
So, in Pakistan, the state
will have to play an
active role and control the,
commanding heights of
the economy - areas
which are strategic to the
country's survival, secu-
nty and progress. Some
of these areas are heavy
industry, energy sector,
natural “resources, educa-
ton, healtheare, housing
and transport.

Without industrializa-
tion, Pakistan has no
future. But this will not
happen without the state’s
ctive intervention, The
state will have to take
control, guide, facilitate,
regulate and monitor. It
cannot be left to the pri-
vate sector, which in
Pakistan is used 1o living

on state subsidies and
maintaining a prvileged
status, It has neither the
capacity nor the will o
set up what is needed
The sole purpose of pri-
vate_investors is to make
profit, not to provide
service to A)eople or think
about  the = country’s
progress.

" The ofher areas crucial
for economic strength 1n
the fong run are human
development — especially
of the youth — role of
women n the economy,
and population control
Economic experts and
pol ans who share
their thoughts in the
n e the impres-
sion that the economy is
Just numbers, GDP, dol

price, foreign reserves,
exporis, imporis, elc
Hardly anyone talks

about what needs to be
done behind the scenes
for sustainable economic
growth.

Human development,
with a special_focus on
young people, is the sin-
ale most important factor
o put Pakistan on the
road to economic self-
sufficiency. This trans-
lates into creating a
world-class  education
system, which promotes
not only technical skills
but also soft skills like
critical thinking, innova-
tion, problem” solving,
tolerance, open-minded-
ness, and debate and dis-
cussion o resolve differ-
ences This has not hap-
pened up till now because
the empowered educated
youth is a potential threat
to the | of the

Reviewing Pakistan’s

climate action

tis gratifying
to see that the

I

emerged as an important
national security forum,
will address the

tation to the impacts of
climate change on the
national acnnnmr, human
security, and ecolog

Four, climate change
governance comprising
institutions operating al
national and sub- national
levels Tor ol

fgat Kakakhel

rural areas, the heads of
our provincial govemn-
ments and autonomous
regions seldom  speak
about climate change.
However, with the support
of domestic and external
ﬁirmers the provinces

mpre-

threat of climate change at
its third session L v
Federal Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman,
a panel of eminent
Pakistani _and foreigs
experts will discuss vari-
ous aspects of the global
climate crisis and its rami-
fications for Pakistan
This article attempts to
present a broad- brushed

tour d' horizen of
Pakistan’s climate change
agenda

The robustness of a
country s climate action is
predicated on five essen-
tial prerequisites, noted

ow:

One, a political com-
mitment by the national
leadership to support the
efforts of the international
community to address the
looming ‘climate emer-
gency and reinforce the
resilience of the key eco-
nomic sectors, the citi-
zens, and ecosystems to
adapt to  the adverse
impacts of an increasingl)
volatle climate throug!
policies implemented in
collaboration  with  all
stakeholders.

Two, active participa-
tion in regional and globa
discourses for forging
consensus on the climate
change challenges and

responses
hree,  development
and 1 on of

ruling class on economy
and politics No nation
can progress by keeping
women

policies and plans of
action for contributing to
the realization of the glob-
al agenda as well as adap-

iy formulation,
action, as well as periodic
review and monitoring of
progress  achieved — or
missed, resource maobi-
lization: and

Five, resources (techni-
cal, technological, finan-
cial and human) mobi-
hzed from domestic and
external sources and opti-
mally deployed.

Let’s see how Pakistan
fares with regard to the
aforementioned criteria

High-level  political
commitment: The
National Securit I’ollcv

of Pakistan (NSF) (2022-
2026) refers to Pakistan’s
acute vulnerability to cli-
mate change and pro-
claims the objective of “a
climate resilient Pakistan
I]Lzl priontizes c]lmEEe

ve comp:
hensive climate change
policies The implementa-
tion of those glueprunts
s been uneven, though
The provincial govern-
ments say they lack the
financial and  human
capacities to develop and
implement climate change

related policies
Participation in regional
and global conferences
Our l‘:aders' participation
in global climate meetings
has been mentioned earli-
er Tragically the main
regional cooperation
organization, the South
sian - Association  for
Regional  Cooperation
{Saarc) has become dor-
mant since India scurtled
the l6th Saarc Summit
due o be hosted by
Pakistan in Islamabad in
ber 2016.The envi-

water management and
disaster management”. It
aims to achieve the water,
food, health, and energy
security of Pakistan

In recent years our lead-
ers have ‘attended the
annual climate change
summits convened br the
UN secretary-general and
reiterated Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the global cli-
mate_goals enshrined in
the Paris Agreement and
elaborated by the annual
climate conferences (aka
COPs), Their statements
are disseminated at home

Although the effects of
chimate change must be
tackled in  Pakistan’s
coastal regions, cities and

ronment ministers who
had played an important
role in catalyzing regional
climate change initiatives
nve 5 become
silent The South Asia
Cooperative Environment
Programme (SACEP} has
beeri doing useful work
but lacks political clout,
Policies and strategies
for action at federal and
F‘ruvincial levels: The
Timate Change Policy
of Pakistan ~ (NCCP)
issued in 2012 and its
updated version released
in 2022 contain scores of
policy initiatives con-
cerning mitigation,
adaptation and capacity
development
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Pakistan has got Plan B in case IMF deal not reached: Minister

however, e\(ended the programme by nine months to June 30, 2023 and its size was also increased

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Finance Ayesha Ghous Pasha has said that the statement of
IMF mission chief Nahtan Porter 1s unusual as the global lender does not discuss the domestic polit-

scal issues.

Talking to media on Wednesday, Ms Pasha said that the International Monetary Fund has not offi-
cially discussed such thing. She was of the view that the IMF does not have the mandate to interfere

m the internal affairs of Pakistan

According to a report, IMF mission chief for Pakistan Nathan Porter said on Tuesday that the IMF
remained in touch with the government in Pakistan in order to pave the way for a board meeting

before a financing %ruu'ammt. expires .st the end of June.
roadly speaking, "overcoming the
would rLTurE sustained policy efforis and reforms Tor Pa

Porter said that

led growth

{}l esent economic and financial challenges
istan to regain strong and inclusive private-

While the IMF does not comment on domestic politics, the IMF n!'ﬁcm\ said it hopes "a peaceful

way forward 1s found in line with the Constitution and the rule of law." IP

scal instability. . X
Ms Pasha said that the IMF programme is ending on June 30, adding that no discussion have been

held regarding extension of the current programme

i 6 billion Extended Fund Facility in July 2019, The IMF,

akistan had signed the current 36-maonth

School teacher
among three
killed in Quetta

QUETTA- Three persons including
a school teacher were killed in three
separate incidents in the provincial
capital, police said on Wednesday

According to media reports, a
son was killed in Ferozabad area when
unidentified assailants opened fire at
him, the deceased has been identified
as Inam Rabl
Government Bo
another incident a person was shot
dead as a result of firing near
Telephone exchange at Saryab road.

While in another case, an exchange
of fire took place after a bitter conflict
in Zarghoongr area of Adhr Orak
killing a man and injuring two others
Police said that all the deceased and
injured have been shified to hospital
for medical aid or awopsy

Police reportedly have siarted
mwsn%.anun into ‘the matter and

lved to control the soaring crime
rate in the city. Police have vowed to
arrest the culprits and bring them to
justice. INP

Three injured for
resisting robbery
attempt in Jhang

JHANG: Bandit injured three per-
S0 resisting robbery in Jhang dis-
trict, police t.uu"ﬁmlul on Wednesday.

According to the media reports,
Police said that the incident occurred
in Chak-460 when a robber tried to
loot some citizens and they retaliated
during the attempt On facing resi
ance the suspect opened fire ol the ci
izens and in resulted three persons
were injured

The suspect after the incident tried
to hide in the fields to evade arest but
was u]umalel\' c'\uLht after the search
by citizens and police. Police said that
legal action according to the rules enu-
meraed in criminal code will be taken
against the suspect and no leniency
will be shown.INP

Armed attack on
shop leaves four
injured in Multan

MULTAN: Rivals opened fire on a
shap incited by old nvalry, injuring

four people in Multan, police con-
firmed on Wednesday
The incident occurred on a shop sit-

uated in Ghanta Ghar chowk of
Multan when rivals opened indiscrim-
inate firing on the shop instantly after
arriving at scene. The firing incident
left four Avenple injured who were
transported 1o Nishtar Hospital for
medlcal aid

The police upon being informed
about the incident reached the crime
scene and started gathering evidence
Police further added that they have
initiated the investigation regarding
this incident and steps are underway to
arrest the culprits soon, INP

After citizens,
robbers start
attacks on police
in Karachi

KARACHI: Robbers, who have
been looting the citizen of Karachi
now have started to target police as
well, as several incidents of attacks on
pelice record ed from Tuesday night to

early Wednesday, Police tol

‘\cmrdmn m media_reports, a
peliceman was injured after an armed
attack on him in Nazimabad No.l
area. The injured policeman has been
identified as Shadman and was cur-
rently posted in Investigation depart-
ment in Shershah On the other hand,
robbers snatched service rifle from a
peliceman in Sukhan area of Karachi
on Tuesday night. Police cordoned off’
the area and started looking for the
culprits but they could not bé arrested
as yel. Police also started quizzing
Ihe«r Lolleﬂgueas how he lost his sery-
capon.Despite the attacks the
pu ontinue to crack down on the
criminal elements of society and
arrested two suspects from Gulistan-e-
Johar’s Block-6 The suspects were
arrested :mer an exchange of fire that
left one of the suspect injured. The
arrested suspects were identified as
Kashan and Umair, while three other
accomplices of the suspects fled the
scene INP

referring to Pakistan's polit-

Pakistan rupee
off to a flying start
against US dollar

ISLAMABAD: After Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's phone
call to IMF chief, the Pakistani

y on
ecia-
aisas againsi the US

year 2024 budget consistent with
programme goals, and adequate
financin; pave the way
Board mu.n hduu. the
program exp
‘orter said that overcoming the
plesem economic and financial
challenges would require sus-
tained policy efforts and reforms
for Pakistan to regain strong and

urrent

[mn of 55
dollar in the interbank market.
According to the data collected

from forex dealers, the local cur-
rency went up by 33 paisas against
the greenback and was currently  inclusive private-led gmnlh
being traded at Rs284 80, In a related development, Pime
‘On Tuesday, the Pakistani upes Minister Shehbaz Sharif had con-
had repistered a tacted IMF Managing Director
mproverent agains th | lSsan— Fstaling, Georgieva and soushi
lar, appreciating by 0 her help in completing the ninth
interbank market AY U(\b review in order to revive the
currency settled at 2833 derailed 56.5 billion bailout pack-
increase of seven paisas. age 1o stave off imminent default
development, Nathan ~ PM  Shehbaz directed the

Porter, International Monetary  finance ministry to share budget
Fund (IMF) Mission Chief to details with the International
Pakistan, said the multilateral Monetary Fund The prime minis-
lender continued its engagement ter informed the IMF chief that

Pakistan has fullilled all the con-
in February, so now
level apreement should
be announced.IN

with the Pakistani autforities -
focusing on the restoraton of for-
eign exchange proper market
funcnoum" the passage of a fiscal

PIA posts Rs38 bin
loss in first
quarter of 2023

KARACHI Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
on Wednesday released its
financial results, revealing a
loss of Rs 38 billion i fhe
first quarter of the year
2023

PIA’s financial woes

The depreciation of the
Pakistani rupee against the
US dollar results in a loss of
Rs2l  billion in  PIA’s
finances, while the increase
in the o1l prices and interest
rates further added the finan-
<ial burdens to the airline

PIA’s operating expenses
increased from PKR I3 bil-

According to the report,
PIA’s loss for Q1 2023 15 171
per cent higher compared to
the same period in 2022,

posing a worsening financial lion to illion due to
situation of the National flag  administrative incompe-
carrier Meanwhile. the tence.

line’s revenue for the first

The financial report high-
three months of the current

lighted that the PIA’s operat-

year is recorded at Rs 61 bil-  ing expenses have surged
lion. The depreciation of the from Rsl3 billion to R543
Pakistani Rupee against US  billion, mainly due to the
dollars is one of the primary administration mcompe-
factors which contribute to tence INP

Pakistan, Italy to
jointly tackle
climate change

ISLAMABAD | Pakistan and
Ttaly have agreed to set up a joint
framework 1o tackle climate

Agency office in Islamabad next
week. The event was also attended
by businessmen from Pakistan and

change and ummmtmn in owater  Taly
Speaking on_the occasion,
to the official state-  Senator Sherry Rehman said it

ment, the agreement was reached
at  the meeting  of the
“Pakistan-Ttaly Joint Economic
Commission’ at  the Italian
Minisiry of Foreign Affairs in
Rome.

Federal Minister for Climate
Change Senator Sherry Rehman
represented Pakistan side while
the Italian delegation was led by
Italy’s Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation Mara Tripodi

The two sides hailed the estab-
lishment of an Italian Trade

was a pleasure lo co-chair the Sth
meeting of the Pakistan-Ttaly JEC
in Rome with the deputy minister.

We are building a common
framewaork with Italy to tackle cli-
mate change and improve water
management.”

The event concluded with the
signing of an important Roadmap
for Cooperation, covening climate
change, trade and investment, her-
itage, culture, agriculture, h
education, technical coopera
and technology transfer in ref
ence areas INP

LAHORE: Chlefuflhc Naval Staff Admiral \luhammad Amjnd Khan

h(itli w course course participant:

“onvocation ceremony held at Pakistan Navy War Cnllnzc [Ph\\C] Lahore.

to $6.5 billio

Over the paﬁt almost four years, the programme has been derailed at least four times, including on
two occasions during the terure of the current coalition government
The coalition government has failed in timely completing the programme reviews and $2.6 billion

5«.\II remais
pletion of 10th and 11th

reVIEws

s undisbursed because of disagreement on the minth review, which also delaved the com-

Pakistan has implemented almost all prior actions as demanded by the IMF but still the global

lender 1s delaying the staff-level agreement for the ninth review

The staff-level agreement has been delayed since November, with more lh.a&n]m(l days gone since

the last staff-level mission to Pakistan, the Ionkesl such delay since at Teas
“If the deal with the IMF is not reached, the

Plan B is always there. However, our priority is the IM

Ly Ms Pasha said that the delay in the loan

programme,
programme 1s not m the interest of

dinistry of Finance is not sitting with its eyes closed

" the state minister said resolute-
both Pakistan and the

IMF.Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has assured the managing director of the IMF that Pakistan

would im

plement all the conditions of the IMF and

cor

plete the programme, she added.

The minister of state for finance hoped that the staff level aueemem would be reached with the
IMF before the new budget which would be presented on June 9.1

Audio leaks case: Justice
Isa-led commission objects to
larger bench as SC adjourns

hearing till next week

The government-constituted judicial commission led

by Justice Qazi Faez Isa
recent audio leaks — on Wi

1o the "‘CH"db‘f bench I|ca|m pleas 4
el Justice of Pa
Bandial adjourned the proceedings in the case till next

tion as C

week
The federal coalition had

May 20 under Section 3 of the Pakistan Commission of
¢ senior puisne judge Justice
Isa, the commission also comprises Balochistan Hish
Court Chief Justice Nacem Akhi
Islamabad High Court Chief Justi

Inguiry Act 2017,

Last week, the top court,

petitions a%amal the appointme
¢ panel from going ahead with its

restrained

he reserved verdict was issued
bench comprising CIP Bandial, Justice Tjazul Al

Justice Munib Akhar, lusuce S\ed Hasan Azhar Rizvi
that

and Justice Shahid ¥

Iy, 10 draw a wedge between the judges of the col
CIP Bandial had said ‘sub&equenﬂy me governmeni-
app-ointed commission decided to
on hold until the SC decided t‘m, p\,tmuns challenging
its formation. A day earlier, the govemnment had filed an

HEC
announces
DAAD
scholarships
for studies in
Germany

,IS\.AMABAD The
Higher Education
Commission (HEC) of
Pakistan has announced

German assistance
organization Deutscher
Akademischer

'\uﬂmuﬂchdleml (DAAD)
scholarships for Pakistani
students who want to
study in Germany.

According 1o HEC, the
organisation ha:
announced m,ho\;us\upv
for students to pursue a
Master’s degree in their
Development-Related
Postgraduate  Courses
(EPOS).

“L‘nder
Development- ReJated
Postgraduate  Courses

S) programme, for-
eign gradua!e‘ from
development and newly
industrialised countries
from all disciplines and
with at least two years
rofessional experience
ave the opportunity to
take a postgraduate or
Masler s degree at a state

fe-recognised

Genuan university,” the

statement read on
Iwmel

Pakistani  graduates
with af Jeast two years of
professional experience
can apply for the pro-
gramme and must also
possess  a  Bachelor
degree in a relevant sub-

Candidates can
their motivation is devel-
opment-related and be
expected to take on social
responsibility and initiate
and support processes of
change in their personal
and professional em

ment after
training/scholarship
DAAD ~ mentioned on

their website

Students can find more
details on the scholarship
and  programme  on
DAAD’s website.INP

Two
policemen
injure by
suspect’s firing

MULTAN - Two police
constables were injured
\whcn a suspect al(a«.hd

o
tlon or Shu]ab‘ul o]u:e
station, police told on
Wednesday

The police launched the
raid near Adda  Pull
Kharan situated in juris-
diction of Shujabad
Khakhi police station

On seeing the police,

the  suspect  opened
straight fire on police
injuring two constables

Kalu.m and Arslan INP

probing the veracity of
nesday raised objections

4 it5 forma-
EE‘JP}

astan Umar Ata

formed the commission on

ar Afghan and
e Aamer Farooq
while hearing a set of
of the comm

k.
by a five-member
Ahsan,

sorry o say

“lays down i

proceedings

app the apex court seek;
the h»c—memb:u bench hearin
ment asked CJ
Akhtar to distance th

“rules of natural justic
tor should be impartial
duct for judges of the Supreme Court and high courts

the reconstitution of
he case The govern:
Bandial, Justice Ahsan, and Justi
mselves from the bench since
" demanded that the “adjudic:
It pleaded that the code of con-

parameters of the conduct as expected

and becoming n]fll\e judge to discharge their duties in
accordance with their oath and consfitutional obl
tions” Web Desk

LHC moved for
Khadija Shah’s release

LAHORE \
in the Lahore |
the release of
In

ea \ms been moved
ourt (LLHC) for
F:LLI\‘E\“ Tehreek-e-
saf (PTI) supporter and ‘prime

ect” in the ﬁlnnn'h House attack

se
It is pertinent to mention here that
the Police arrested the daughter of
former finance minister Salman Shah
and fashion designer Khadija Shah
in the Jinnah House attack case on
May 09 The granddaught
former chief of army staff
Nawaz Janjua 1s currently in Central
Jail Lahore for the iden
parade. Punjab police and the interim
zovernment have been made respon-
ents in the plea filed by Ms ‘shah s
father, fmmer finance minister,
Salman Shah

 LAHORE: Advisor to PM fo
uz Zaman Kaira calls on Prime !

‘Khadija Shah has not been pro-
duced belore the court after she v.a-;
sent 1o jail for an identification
parade,” the plea stated
er finance minister plead-
ed with the court to order immediate
release of her daughter, terming the
detention “illegal

Last week, hadl{a Shah was pro-
duced before the ATC Lahore in the
Jinnah Iluu:.e a(uuk casz

During the he invest
tion officer ch a])prlk:d the A
judge that the accused should be sent
to jail for an identification parade
Afier reviewing the records, the ATC
judge approved seven-day judicial
remand of Khadija Shah and sent her
o im for an identification
parade INP

t Baltistan Affairs, Qamar

I
er Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Chinese investors
exploring investment
opportunities in Punjab

LAHORE : Chine: ompanies have
shown their mterest i investing in dif-
ferent sectors in Punjab including steel
agrochemicals, spinning machinery
chicken farms, meat and processing fac-
tories, etc. In this regarc u(ccrdln; to
Gwadar Pro, different delezations visit-
ed the Punjab Board of Investment and
Trade (PBIT) and discussed different
investment opportunities with Pakistani
officials A_delegation comprising six
members from (.hma led by Cheng
Xigonong, Vice-President, Pakistan
Shandong  (China) Chamber  of
Commcrw visited PBIT to explore
investment potential in Punjab for estab-
lishing warehouses of steel products, the
establishment of chicken farms and meat
processing factory and opportuniti
petrochemical related ind u~,lrvT| hLHl!
of the China Desk shared the inve:
infrastructure and SEZ \mmewn(k nl'
Punjab and assured full support and
facilitation of PBIT at each step to estab-

lish a footprint in Punjab

Zarlier, a nine-member Chinese dele-
gation also visited PBIT to have a brief-
ing on_ investment opportunities in
Puny jab. The Chinese tion was |
by Wang Zihai, the former President of
Pakistan China Joint Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (PCICCI) and
Honorary Investment Counsellor of
Pakistan in China

“The Chinese delegation sought to
explore investment opportunities In var-
ious sectors,” reads an official statement
o

Some Chinese delegates have shown
interest in the manufacturing of steel,
aluminum, and plastic doors in Punjab,
according to PBIT, adding that others
were interested in peslmdes agrochem-
icals and petrochemicals

he Chinese investors also showed
interest to make investments in fiber
aramid products, solid tires, and spin-
ning machinery INP

Rise in flour prices,
shrinking roti size matter of

concern:

ISLAMABAD: Former President of

e Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCT} Dr. Shahid Rasheed
Buit has expressed grave concern over
the surge in flour price and shrinking
size of roti being sold on tanoors and
hotels

In a siatement issued here on
Wednesday, he sugpested that if the pri-
vale sector was allowed to import cheap
wheat, it wi uce the ln ice of flou
the market, providing relief (o the n
es facing merciless inl mmn
Shahid Rasheed Butt said that

B

food
iems are up 1o 70 gercen cheaper in

India and imports from neighbouring
country can_substantially

inflation and provide relief o the peo-
ple.lmports from India should be
allowed. and the ban should be imposed
again when inflation is controlled in the
country, he maintained The business
leader "demanded that the povernment
should import food from India to overs

come the food security problem and end

Shahid Rasheed

all taxes until th
pmdu:.non sif
u e normale:

He said that since the Russian attack
6 Ukraine, European and other coun-
incs ave been imposing sanctions on
a, providing financial support and
military Imrdnare to Ukraine, but at the
same time, they are also doing business
with Russia \ha]nd Rasheed Butt said
that due to d inflation in the coun-
try, millions of pe(!ple have given up one
meal and put other important issues like
health zmdJ education on the back bur:
The prices of food items are increasing,
but instead of giving any relief to the
people, the rulers remain stubborn
which is unfortunate, he
observed.During the last ten months, the
povernment has spent one billion dollars
an the import of wheat and 818 million
dollars on the import of pulses, but the
price of these items could not be reduced
in the market because the mafia is con=
trolling the whole system IN]

¢ country’s agricultural
on  improves  and




Sheikh Rasheed
claims police
raided his

Audio leaks: IHC bars NA
body from proceedings

. .
against ex-CJP Nisar Islamabad
ISLAMABAD: The proceedings agamast the  to the court to declare the t’eSldence
Islamabad High Court ormer chief justice of committee as unlawful
(IHC) |unp \:v'ednesd.\y Eak\gﬁﬁ Jusuce‘ Sellm‘d aru;‘ suspend its uperﬁlmlnl 151 AMAFHD Awami M‘thhm
E eag) and former interior
bmppu arliamentary  Sagib Nisar unti iy e committee should s \I:en}h A rities i

probing the pur- 1ssued
pm'led udio Jeaks. from
roceedings against the
ormer chief i usl\ce of
Pakistan (CJP) Justice
(retired) Sagib N lsar
The plea was taken up

5

any
action before decision on
the petition,” he pleaded.

An alleged audio leak
of the former CJP Saqib
Nisar’s son Najam Sagib
with a PTI lu: et holder

his house in Islamabad was raided
by police i the early hours of
Wednesday

In his tweet, Sheikh Rasheed
claimed police raided his house
around 3am, when he was not

nofices 1o
respondents in the case,

Najam Saqib Nisar, the
son of the former chief
nsuce Sa ib Nisar, on
challenged the
parliamintary probe of

by IHC Justice Babar audio leaks in the emerged o there. “The raiding police team
Sattar. Is\am1b1d High Court In the ﬁrsl pm of the | 27 tortured my staff and broke their

The former fop judge audio leak, Najam Sagih | FBR (Hqrs). arms,”  the former minister
was summoned by { PTI  ticket-holder claimed

Aslam Bhootani, who 15
the chairman of the com-
mittee  constituted  to
investigate the alleged

audio
The IHC while barring

summoned my “father

person_before the com-

mittee,” petition read
Najam Saqib pleaded

Abuzar Chaddhar can be
heard talking about tick-
ets while the second part
comprises a call record-
ing ?nmun Najam and
Mian Uzair.INP

Dr. Fouzia meets Aafia Siddiqui

after 20 long years

cles

have

Sheikh Rasheed also claimed
that police mak away his two vehi-
and licenced weapons.
Following (he May 9 violence, the
police
against the Pakistan Tehreek-

swung into action

Insaf leaders, workers and support-

- - - NEW YORK: Dr, Aafia's hour While meeting her sister, different torturous techniques 1o | org Since the crackdown was

Shabbar Zaldl CIalmS elder sister met her alter 20 Dr Fauzia was neither allowed  speak up about the things she | [aunched. the Awami  Muslim
h 7 of 10 touch her sister nor was she  does nol even know. League chief is on the run fo avoid

he is cur-  allowed to show her the mwm Although Dr. Favzia | arrest A number of leaders and

of Dr. Aafia’s children.
sisters met in a room se; ar.nu.l
with a thick glass wall. Dr.

Meanwhile,
British attorney Clive Stafford
Smith accompanied Dr. Fauzia
Siddiqui to meet her sister Fauzia said that Aafia was wear-

According  to  Semator ing beige jail dress and a white
Mushtag Ahmad Khan, Aafia s
Siddiqui is currently being
detained at the infamdus TW?
Carswell prison. He added that a
\ongmumw of 20 vears have at

explained whal she has come to
know in the recent meeting but
still a lot of mysteries are vet to
be uncovered. Things would
become clear gradually as the
meetings are expected to contin-
ue with Senator Mushtaq Ahmad
next in line

However, Senator Mushatg
Ahmad Khan showed resolve

workers have been arrested INP
Bandits robbed

a policeman in
Karachi

‘Pakistan cannot avoid
default in 2024°

ISLAMABAD
Former Federal Board

Dr. Fauzia further added that
Aafiais notin a good condition.
it took almost an hour for
to state what she has bu.n

cached the value of  which unfortunately fell
$390 The dollar price 1o 47th mumber in

of Revenue (FBR) |n Pakistan is now 202! ¢ | i
s o fruit as Dr.  through every d that they will not leave any stone KARACHI: A shocking incident
2:‘;‘;{:;“ ?E‘;‘:gg" iﬁ'.g: mln-gé"- '};‘I?‘:;“ FBR l'all“lﬁmd(; g?;m“:\ffm"g -\ana Slddlqul has been granted  waiting to her meef mother and  untumed to get Dr. Aafia | was reported from Karachi's
Bikistn cannol avord  charman A that 11 but WG have (5 she fhe the right to meet her family. The children and she does not even  Siddigui out of jail and they | Qasim area where a police of
default n ganns B o B o falure of 'the b ward The | senator said that Aafia's elder know that our mother died have been meeting uncountable | tas been robbed by dacoits and
T Sament s economic team if prinie aarnmen; | $ister Dr_Fauzia has met Afia  almost a year ago personalities to_voice concem | fled from the scene on Wednesday
'm dé‘ vin the minister is holding talks & cconomic | and he is next to meet the Dr, Faizia said that Aafia has  about the miseries being faced According to the dela-hdsmne
i I3 mimster g e A oms | “Daughter of * Nation™ on lost her front teeth in an assassi- by Dr. Aafia. The senator urged ""‘:I"g ):lel'j:lc;:ﬂl;l ‘gﬁe(g““l‘:
. H : Thursday nation attempt in the Pakistani nation to stand up | police officer n 5o "
‘1gh']e{a‘.lm“i‘|?a;r?g‘l lslfamam‘DEar smu"“;; L‘:IEI'::;';F”in%'l‘{’,]'ﬁuin,_ Senator Mushtaq narrated that — have a scar on her head because  and thrive for justice for Aafia or "']“"3 gi Karachi anf ‘ép‘]“ ’es'.?""b
Sfbbar Zuidi aid thai  Tuesdoy that Pakistaes oW were byund 1o | ol sisters met cach other afler  of which she face difficulies in  else the whole nation would be | the, dacots artacked the officer
the feceral government  asreemient | wiih the fake fough decisipns dug | 20 vears and the meeting hearing Reporiedly. Dr. Aafia responsible in case of any mis- | NIt the butt of & pisial, lenving
going 1o eil lmemahwml Monetary o the wrong policies of spanned over two and a hal has been pressunsed through  fortune. INP ;i‘s‘(“ "("ég{ie l};‘en Dﬁ?cers ie:;glntz
bu( get on June 9 but lhe d (IMF) for the pré-  the PTI gU; ernment” . - with them
Tn|emmmnm Monetary i:mlmlle'a‘ 9th _review “For staff-level agree- PHC h 3_MPO d t The police authorities have slx
Fund’s (IMF) pro- has not been finalised ment, we have fulfilled quas es lrec lves ed that nveshigations are unde
me% is not ye yc{}ml " . all conditions suhb)‘ the Fi o wa'\ regarding the snatching of the
inalise ) Mhile addressing an owever, the pro- b d t t SMG, however, the SSP also men-
He said that Pakistan event at the Federal gramme’s 5th review is y epu y com m]SSl()ﬂerS, Se S Lmneﬂ |]m the police officers are
gannol - epay - debly  Boand "ol | Revenue sull pending We are o to carmy weapons after
espite the revival of (FBR) headquarters, continuously aki uw tnansl'\I’
the IMF 'nnbnmme Finance Minister Tshaq  efforts 1o improve lhe ree a arres e persons
after June, He claimed Dﬂl said that everyone economic situation, It is . Australia-bound ice
that the country cannot s aware of the counltry a ult PESHAWAR: The Peshawar  quashed the orders of depuly  across the provincial metropo- 2

make internal and exter-
na\ debt repayments till

PaLlstam authorities
will_have to conduct re-
Ijml'lu\(! of the external
oans. The Fund is ready
ta re-profile the external
debts and sought a writ-
ten assurance from the
governme

“The incumbent gov-
ernment is fooling the
nation for eight months
as Pakisian cannot avaid
default in 2024 When
Sri Lanka faced default,
the dollar price had

si \mtmn and  discus-
Si0] regarding
Paklsmn s default had
1Iso happened in the

Du\m-\ ghe previous
tenure of] PML-N
ernment, we a‘ﬂb\FlCli
the national economy
within  three vyears
Rupee was stable and
financial  institutions
acknowledged the eco-
nonic “status of
Pakistan In 2017
Pakistan was going to
become the 24th stron,
ecouumy in the m.uﬁ

economy but there is no
need to worry.

The finance mi
id that an unlo\Mrd
incident occurred in
Pakistan whenever the
country is  making
progress, He vowed that
the  government will
give maximum relief to

the nationals in the next
budget.
On Sunday, Dar said

that Pakistan will ove
come the economic cri-
sis with or without the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) INP

MANIL. :\ A group photograph of Secretary \\'urkers Welfnre Fund,

Philippines.

Zulfiqar ‘\hm.ul at the Asia-Gulf Cooperation Council, at Manila,

AEMEND expressed
concerns over
unofficial media
censorship in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
Association of Electronic
Media Editors and News
Directors (AEMEND) on
Wednesday expressed con-

m over unofficial cen-

sorship. disappearance of

joumalists, and unwarrant-

govemment interference
in the Pakistani media
operations

According to the details,
AEMEND expressed deep
concerns over unofficial
censorship, the disappear-
ance of journalists. and
unwarranted - government
interference in media oper-
ations in Pakistan and
demanded Prime Minister
Shahbaz Shanf, as the
Chief Executive, to fulfill
his responsibilities.

Yesterday, AEMEND's
execufive committee held

an emergency meeting 1o
assess the challenges fac-
ing Pakistani media, partic-
ulardy TV channels.
According to the com-
miltee’s statement, EMND
members stated that the
government has imposed
unofficial  censorship.
depriving the public of
their right to information
and exerting undue pres-
sure for one-sided cover-
age The statement men-
tioned that independent
and unbiased journalism
and informing ‘the public
about the facts is mot
became a difficult job
Journalists should nefther
become political tools nar
prove themselves 1o be a
political worker The s
ments and work of som
Journalists, anchors and

media workers cannot be
considered as journalism in
any way, however, no citi-
ren, whether 2 journalist or
a political worker, can sup-
port their forced disapps
ances, nor can they remain
silent on it. The

High Court (PHC) Wednesday
the 3-MPOs
(Maintenance of Public Order)
imposed by the deputy COI;;-

the

annulled

commissioners o
\1P0>

under 3-MPO.
Pq‘lLMUI\khw”l

missioners across
province.

The court had reserved its
decision after the arguments Earlies
were completed yesterday and
announced the” verdict
Wednesday

The provineial apex court
announced the verdict on the )
petitions of the accused arrest-

ed under 3-MPO

A two-member bench con-
g Ishtiag
Tbrahim and Justice Arshad Al

sisting  of Justice

on  General Hamid Sajjad uéld the

PHC that around

Lady ~ Reading

imured in violent

Nine killed as rains,
hailstorm batter
Hyderabad, other
Sindh areas

HYDERABAD: At least nine people were kxlled

as heavy rains lashed Hyderabad and other Si

areas in the past 48 hours, with gusts of winds, \m\
storm and lightning piling misery on people

On Tuesday

afternoon,

the twin cities of

Hyderabad and Kot recei ved heavy showers and
hailstorm. Hailstones the size of golf balls damaged
several vehicles and windows in Hydalahzd'& SITE
area. Gusty winds uprooted trees and damaged vehi-

cles.

The inclement weather paralyzed life and disrupt-
ed the electricity system of the Hyderabad Electric
Supply Company (Hesco) in lower parts of Sindh,
leaving millions of people without electricity for

hours.

The power supply was suspended from 53 feeders
of Hesco, and a tower of the 66Kv Mithi-to-Tando
Jan Mohammad transmission line was also damaged

in New Kot and area INP

China-Pakistan
compassionate home
inaugurated for
ailing children

ISLAMABAD: China-Pakistan compassionate home
was officially inaugurated here for ailing children in

Pakistan :\m.olqu 10 Gwadar Pro,

members urged that the
current Pakistan
Movement

Democratic
(PDM’s) govemment had
expressed ils commilment
o ensure the freedom of
press duning the opposition
era. therefore. the practical
efforts should be establish

as  they promised A
EMEND's executive com-
miliee pproved

the e@lallmhmml nl con-
tacts and consultations for
practical efforts. A jomt
commiitee will he formed
after meetings INP

efforts b‘. the Beijing-k
Charity d B

this is a joint

d cham\ One Heart Sphere
OHS), | bad-b:

d volun-

ets” orgaateahion CHing-Dakistan Yorth. Eroiamed

Commun

ity (CPYEC), and Pakistani non-governmen-

tal orgamzation (NGO) Step and Cure This will pro-
vides free accommodation and treatment to children
suffering from a variety of long-term mental and phys-
ical ailments in Islamabad, Their attendants would also
be allowed to stay with them. Qiu Xu, secretary-gener-
al of BOHS, expected that the platform can gather more

love and strength 10 serve the most needy.In 2022,
CPYEC along with BOHS carried out pubfic wel
15 in various parts of Pakistan 1

assistance projec

re
ud-

ing distribution of food packages, assistance to orphan-
ages and welfare homes for special children, construc-
tion of tent camps and construction of drinking water

stations INP

Not in favour of ‘minus formula’, let
voters decide PTI’s fate: Khaqan

KARACHI: Former
rime minister and
‘akistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-
N} leader. bhalud
Khagan Abbasi has
said that he is not in
favour of ‘minor for-
mula’ and said that let
the voters to decide
about the fate of the
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-
Insafl (P

In mlemcuon with
media in Karachi on
Wednesday, he while
talking “about the
eports  of trial of
Chairman PTI Imran
Chan  in military

courts in the backdrop
of May 9 mayhem said
that ~ one  sheuld
remember that the
minus  formula had
never  worked
Pakistan.

However,  Shahid
Khagan Abbasi said
that the PTI chairman
considered  himself
above the law and did
not even aprem‘ before
any court. Law would
take its course whether
it was the attack on
GHQ, setting ablaze
the corps comman-
der’s house or any
other incident, he

added
The PML-N leader
recalled that he faced a
lml Ior three years in
case in
I\arac\n. which was
absurd in nature. “The
court sent back this
case to NAB yester-

day. Imran now says
that [former army
chief ~retired Gen

Qamar Javed] Bajwa
was behind this [pmc-
tice].”

He also said that
those who committed
injustice to Nawaz
Sharif must apologise
and called ror]]eamm;,

Tom the mistakes
made in the past. “Tell
me, which law and
constitution  provide
for lifetime disqualifi-
cation? The countr
Supreme Court ma:
explain, T am ready

o
listen to their stance.”

Shahid Khagan
Abbasi noted that
there would always be
complaints_about the
system. “Complaints
wou]d be made if the
b tem is used wrong-

As there is a lot of

speculation about for-
mation of a new party

by Jahangir Tareen,
the senior  PML-N
leader desulbed itasa
right of every person
‘[ am the eldest mem-
ber of PML-N. Politics
1s not about profit and
loss. Every party fol-
lows its own po]mcs
There was no other
aption except_holding
general elections, he
stressed. “Under which
law and constitution
the country would be
mun if elections were
not held," he added.
“Elections should be
and would be held in
October INP

1 relief to the
Pakls(an Te\ueek-e-Tnsaf(l‘Tl]
workers, the PHC ordered the
release of the arrested persons

It is pertinent to note that

Peshawar confirmed that four
people lost their lives and 27

impose 3- lis an May

While, ‘hundreds of violent
have

protesters
stormed

fire

Khyber
Advocate

Hospital

protests in

ISLAMABAD: An
Accountability  Court
(AC) has declared the

interimbail petition of
Bushra Bibi, the wife of
Chairman Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)

Imran Khan, as ineffec-
tive in 190 million
pounds’ investigation ini-
tiated by the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB

In its written order on
Wednesday, the court said
it had been told lhal nu
ther Bushra
warrants had been |ssued
so far mor her custody
was required in the said
case.

The Accountability
Court said that Bushra
Bibi_had filed a petition
seeking pre-arrest bail in
the said case, which was
being dlsgusaﬂ of under
Section 498 of the NAB
Ordinance

AC Judge Mubammad
Bashir announced the
verdict after hearing
arguments against the

Officer

rnvcslig«lwn
e

ing Certif
.2023

Pakistan Peshawar bul]dm;, on
Lady Reading Hospital
Peshawar xpokexperﬁon con-
firmed the news to media
The assailants broke down
the gate of the
and entered the building. The
sons were arrested under 3- rofesters reportedly wreaked
MPO ﬁavcc in the newsroom and
various other sections of the
radio station
The violent protesters had
attacked the Radio Pakistan
building on Tuesday also INP

separately
Radio

Radio Fakistan | 4%

smuggling attempt via
cargo foiled: ANF

RAWALPINDI An  Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) team on
Wednesday raided an office of the
international
Rawalpindi and foiled the ice
smuggling
Australia,

According  to
spokesperson,
adsorbed in 10 cartons of the gar-
ments and scheduled to dispatch
towards Austr:
raid, the ANF authorities claimed
to recover 45 kg of Crystal Meth
from the mountainous.

Cargo  Office in
attempt  to
the ANF
the drugs were

alia.In a separate

personnel secure a vehicle carrying Pakistan's
ter Imran Khan arrives to appear in a court. Imran
Khan on Tuesday pressed his legal battle hefore a court in the capital,

Accountability Court
declares Bushra Bibi’s
bail plea ineffective

Mian Umar Nadeem and
Bushra Bibi's lawyer
Khawaja Haris appeared
before the court during
hearing.

Chairman Imran Khan i in
his statement on May 13,
uﬁed unethical  words
gainst N and its
LTmmnn
had been doing a false
propaganda against NAB
and claimed that the
bureau had issued arrest
warrants against his wife,
he arued -
The NAB prosecutor
said neither the Bureau
had conducted a raid not
it had issued arrest war-
rants against Bushra Bibi
The Bureau had had no
personal conflict with
anybody and petitioner
Bushra Bibi should coop-
erate with it whenever
she was summoned for
investigation
The NAB investigation
officer also confirmed
that no arrest warrants

had_been issued against
Bushra Bibi so far as her
custody was not required

yet

Afler the statements of
NAR officials, the court
declared the bail petition
as ineffective.

NAB had initiated an
investigation against
Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi with regard to the
Al-Qadir Trust, a scam of

-3

illion pounds,
In ils written order on
Wednesd, it sl

it
it had been told that nei-
ther Bushra Bibi's arrest
warrants had been issued
so far nor her custody
wa!: required in the said

The Auouumbﬂm
Court said that Bushra
Bibi_had filed a petition
:u.kmg pre-arrest bail in

e said case, which was
bemg d\s])osed of under
Section 498 of the NAB
Ordinance,

AC Judge Muhammad
Bashir announced the
verdict  after
arguments  against
pefition INP
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ISLAMABAD:CEO Agha Khan Agency for Habitat Nusrat Nasab and

CEO Serena Hotels A:

Bulani sighing the MOUs for Memorandum of
Understanding (IFC Edge Building Certification) at Serena Hotel.
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