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2 killed in a landmine
blast in Barkhan

Syed Ali Shah

Another example of bad gov-
ernance in Balochistan, Rs 7 bil-
lions_ allocated for purchase of
hospital machinery and medi-
cines lapsed by the provincial
health department. This was
revealed by the Balochistan
Health Minister. Syed Ehsan
Shah while addressing doctors
and pasamedics at cvil hospital

13

\hlh heavy heart, I am a(nni.
1o share this news that Rs.7 bil-
lions lapsed by the department”,
Mr. Shah told senior Lllot.wrs and
professors. He said the amount
was allocated by the provincial
government to purchase hospital
equipment and medicines for the
poor and needy people.

YDA had
demanded
allocation of
funds for
government
hospitals

The You Doctors
Asrciation;, DAY, had taleo
staged protest demonstrations to
allocate subsianiial funds by the

aovernment for hospitals in
Balochistan, “Twe and half bil-
s were allocated on the

1 ol Mr. Shah teld

dmupanls of the function
procurement committee

of lhe health department has alsa

been inactive for a vyear, the

provincial health mimster admit-
ted

N 7 secretaries in one year had
an |m?‘acl on the health depart-
ment

It lis regrenable that work
cou e been done in zov e the worst sy
shortage of medicines in gov-
es, which was not done, me ermnment-run hospitals.

procurement

mem hospitals for

No medicines in

The procurement committee

general election, Rana

Rs.7bs allocated for purchase

of machinery and medicines
lapsed in Balochistan

Balochistan

CM Bizenjo directs
police to provide
protection to small
businessmen

) viding jobs to the youth, but due to lim-

Staff Reporter ited resources, the government cannot

- § rovide empl to all_the unem-
QUETTA Balochistan Chief  ployed, he mentioned. The Chief
Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo  Minister sad that there are no factories
has said that full protection will be and private sector in the province. The
given to the businesses of small-scale  stoves of the families will be extin-

\cl(l meetings and did _ Government-run hos
ase, lamented the proy in Quetta and other pa
The transfer  Balochistan have been waith-

e noted

out medicines for the last
three
deserving patients remained

months. Poor and

ers of the

in Quetta city and its surroundings. The  puished if police and other law enforce-

al health ster stated “ have been forced to pur- | CM issued instructions to the police  ment agencies started creating prob-

ase costly injections f
ailing diabetic patient”,
Abdul Nabi, a resident of

and other law enforcement agencies 10 ems for small businessmen.
be gente with them On behalf of the public political and
The Chief Minister said that due to  gocial circles, while welcoming this ini-

government-run Pishin told Daily Quetta [phfn‘f:k;s :;';E]‘ﬁz'“:"‘l "ﬁﬁ"?ﬂ“r"‘l',‘:fr tiative of the Chief Minister, it has been
I ital i Voice. He lamented that the ﬁ,,,?heﬂ by doing small-scale, low-cost said that the Chief Minister has saved
. : 8 patient was a rickshaw driver many people from the livelihood of the
1OSpHats across ¥ z] htd ksl ; d busine: \(Id\heﬂtuea([t many homes ‘P ’f'] fi t‘h livelihood of th
i and had no money to pur- flare it by hard work and business people. “My priority is common man”
M chase diabetic injections The Balachistan govemment is pro-  the CM concluded.

Biparjoy: '100,000 people to be
shlfted to safe places

i the federal capital regurdmg, he added.

the arrangement made to pro "The storm will surely hit
| tect citizens ahead of June 15 Keti Bandar, however, the
— the day the storm is expect-  NDMA is wnlmuously moni-
ed to make jts landfall between  toring the situation,” she said.
Karachi and India's Gujarat However, the climate minis- Tmran Sumalani

"Storm is now ter assured people that the gov-

National Disaster
Manﬁgemcm Authorities
(ND *\zl Chairman Lt Gen
Inam Elder Malik _said
Tuesday that — in a bid o
ensure the iafely of those living
in the country’s coastal belt
ahead of the very severe
E<:13( system ~ (VSCS,

iparjoy — around 100,00
people will be shifted to safer
places by tomorrow evening

Measures to
ensure people's
safety in place,

says NDMA chief

The NDMA  chairman's
remarks came during a presser

Balochistan,” Badin, amongst athers, will be
climate minister that all rescue mis

"Measures 1o control the #2encies have been put onalert. | Sources  said the

e oirects and BT Rehman warned that even | - The dead bodies were shifed to Mach hospital

3 bullet riddled
dead bodies
recovered in
Mach Bolan

ernment had started taking Levies force!

heading towards migasures to keep citizens safe. | recovered three bul-
"Keti B. k dd cad

andar, Thatta and | let-riddled
I

affected." Rehman said. addin;

b ch
B Levies \\;"

a tweet earlier today, [ dead bodies were found in Qaboi area of Mach tehsil

though the storm had down- | Levies sources said the dead bodies are old and so far

Sindh government  Bra ed frnm e).neme\v two victims have been identified. R
along with non-governmental  Severe" to "very severe”, urban Senior_administration officials and levies force
organisations (NGOs) and n.oodmﬁ is likely in Karachi, [ reached the spot as an investigation into the incident
relief camp medical missionsin ~ given the sca

Balochistan have been alerted,"  the winds Web De:

scale and intensity of [ went underway Motive behind the killing could not be
sk ascertained immediately

PML-N does not need political alhance in
upcoming general election, Rana

er Rana Sanaullah
electoral alliance with

olmcx] party, saying the
F‘11\\sla|| Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) “does not need ai
a\lmnce to contest the upcoming
general elections,

PML-N has not
taken any decision
regarding electoral

alliance: Sanaullah,

“The PML-N has not taken any
3 the electoral
party,” he said
ress confer-
amabad on Tuesday

The security czar, however,
added that seat ad|ua|rmm 15 possi-
ble with all political parties.

His statement comes amid
reports that the newly-formed
Istihkam-e-Pakistan Pary (IPP) is

Tm\:ﬂ'm Mi
h

Pakistan has issued two tenders seeking spot liquefied nalura]
(LNG) cargoes for the first time in nearly a year on
announcing a deal that will see Azerbaijan provide the ::nuulr} wuh one

LNG cargo per month

Dependent on gas for power generation and running short m fo\e:grl
exchange LNé)ay for imports, tht. wlmln has s(ru

goes of

after global pri
sion of Uk

an elec
the ruling PML-N to contest the
general e'lectlons scheduled 10 be

Jahaﬂur Tareen, [J\e chief Dfl[’P
leﬂ for the UK on Sunday,

ne, leaving it to face wdespread power outages.

Pakistan issues two tenders
seeking spot LNG cargoes

But Asian spot LNG prices this year have eased from record highs of &
$70/mmBru hit in August, and are now trading below 510, Fs
Pakistan LNG, a government subsidiary that procures LNG tmm the

international market, has one tender seeking six ca_x,
ship (DES) basis to Port Qasim in Karachi in October and Deumhea.

, 20-21 and 31, and Dec. 7-8, 13-14

according to the tenders posted o
The delivery windows are Oct. 5

between the two parties.
Newly-formed
IPP is reportedly
seeking electoral
alliance with
PML

e ————
Last month, the PML-N decided
aﬁamsl going into an electoral
iance to contest the next general
elections independently with polls
10 be strictly held according to the
Constitution once the National
Assembly complet s mandated
period, Geo News had learnt. The
development came after a meeting
between Nawaz and his younger
brother, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in London Web Desk

Pakiétan inks deal with Azerbaijan for LNG
supply at ‘cheaper price’

2 Kkilled in a landmine blast
in Barkhan Balochistan

——

The victims
were local

Asifl Kareem Khetran

At least two people .
werekilied ina lanamine_ {ribesmien:
explosion in i\ 3
Balochistan’s  Barkhan M
district  on _ Tuesday  The victims were local

morning, Levies sources yribesmen of the Barkhan
said two people were gyt A large number
killed in the Hun Nadi  of the people of Barkhan
area of the Barkhan dis-  district also reached the
trict spot and staged a protest

The landmine explo-  demonstration against the
sion took a place near the  incident. They  were
Kohlu district. Levies  demanding the arrest of
and personnel of other the culprits behind the
law enforcement agen- attack Senior police offi-
ached the spot as cials reached the spot and
held negotiations with the
incident went underway.  protesters. The protesters

were pencefu!h- dis-  were laid down to rest
persed and the victims amid tears and sorrow.

and 24-25. The tender will close on June 20

Pakistan LNG's second tender seeks three cargoes, also on DES basis 1o
Port Qasim, for delivery windows of January 3-3, 28-29 and February 23-
24 The second tender closes on July 14

One tender seeking 6 cargoes on
delivered-ex-ship basis to Port Qasim

Pakistan LNG last issued a tender seeking 10 spot cargoes in July 2022,
but it received no offers.

Separately on Tuesday, Pakistan's petroleum minister Musadik Malik
told a news conference that Azerbaijan will supply an LNG cargo every
menth to Pakistan at a "cheaper price."

He did not share details on the supply deal, but said that u wnlmc\ had
already been s.g,ned with Afg.ha.m and that it will "start s

Pakistan has two long-tenm suj deals with Qatar, one si nm{ in 2016
tur 3.75 million metric tons of LFPGya year, and another signed in 2021 for
3 million metric tons a yearIt also has an annual portfolio contract with
ENI for 0.75 million metric tons a year Web Desk
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The forgotten flood
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affectees of Balochistan

Almaost agear on, thousands of flood affected people ar? yet to be

rehabilitate
ing heat,

in various flood-
the flood affectees

in

it districts of Balochistan

1 scorch-

Balochistan’s Naseerabad,

IJ‘_a Tarabad, Sohbat Pur, Lasbela and other districts continue to suf-

er.
Flood affectees appeals for rehabilitation and relief almost fell on
deaf ears in the province and center. It was very shocking for every

sane person that the federal goverr
out of a total amount of Rs.10 billions announce

iment has not gaid a single penny

by the prime min-

ister Shehbaz Sharif for flood affectees of Balochistan.

Islamabad

announced by Prime Minister

Chief Minister Balo

vet to pay a single penny out of Rs.10 billions

an, Mir Quddus Bizenjo lodged a protest

i
before the federal government regarding the financial crisis of

Balochistan and demanded the payment of funds announced bﬁ the
premier on August 28 last year in Jaffarabad district for

affeciees.

ood

e current year s monsoon season is about to start and neither the
provincial nor the federal governments have taken any effective
steps for the rehabilitation of the flood affectees of the last year,

| abandoned flood affectees of Balochistan

Government departments in general and the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority PDMA) in particular have almost aban-

doned the flood

affected

areas

The

Non-Governmental

Onf:nniznlirms {NGOs) have almost left the areas affected by floods
If the federal government has not paid any

tation of the flood affectees, this is painful, T

F_erm)' for the rehabili-
his is also a bitter real-

ity that the ﬁrovmcnal government has also not taken effective sieps

to support

¢ affectees in this hour of wial.

Collapsed bridges after devastating floods are yet to be recon-

structe

in Quetta. What to speak about r
covers half of the country in terms of area
It is both the responsibility of the

i

rovincial and federal

of Balochistan, which

IOVern-

ments to take effective steps to rehabilitate the flood affectees
before it is already late.

Quo vadis, Pakistan?

For thirteen months,

flout  the law.
Khan’s dismissal of pas
liament to the govern-
ment_blatantly ignoring
udicial injunctions,
akistan’s political elite
have courted anarchy at
every tum. It is no sur-
rise, then. that rule of
aw seems to be on its

This unravelling of ule
of law bodes ill ‘for our
ailing democracy. Rule of
law “shields the people
from authoritarianism,
upholds individuals’
rights. guarantees funda-
mental liberties from the
tyranny of the majority,
and ensures that those
elected 10 power cannot
become despots unto
themselves Just as mle
of law is important to the
health of a democracy, an
independent  judidiary
serves both as the sword
and the shield of rule of

vy

When judaes are drawn
into political battles, their
judgments and character
are invariably the first
casualties of war. The
recent conduct of politi-
cians, both of those in
overnment_and those in
opposition, has made the
proper functioning of the
judiciary incredibly diffi-
calt, for it is not enough
that judges are impartial,
they must be perceived as
such i

To exercise independ-
ent judgment, judges
must “be “secluded from

extrinsic forces seeking
to bend the courts’ inner
workings to their will
Lord Denning, perhaps
the most celebrated
English judge of the

twentieth century, argued
concisely that cac:h[iudgl:
“should be able to do his
work free from fear”
Relentless attempts by
other

politicians ~ and
power players at creatin
a culture of fear, by i

ing the public against
them through wee:f\es or
leaked audios, degrade
the environment in which
the judiciary exercises ils

powers,
Paliticians, =~ keenly
aware of these facts, ha
benefited by q{;}fesl
ity of i

! vty el
ciary, arbitrarily picking
which judgment to adhere
to, and whi udge to
publicly  deride. ~ For
example, when Justice
Minallah noted that prior
proceedings “exposed the
court to political contro-
versies”, talwarts
rushed to deride the judg-
s

claiming that it was

designed 1o serve the
interests of the powerful
Ewvidently, the difference

between responsibly cri-
Jjudgment and
ng a judge’s
objectivity was lost on
them

Immediately after his
dismissal of "parliament
was quashed, the PTI's
narrative painted all those
who supported Khan's
ouster — which de-facto
included the judiciary

as traitors and sell-outs,
though he was careful
enough not to single the
judiciary out. By leverag-
ing_his vast presence on
social media, Khan effec-
tively shattered judicial
seclusion, leaving judges
vulnerable  to  digital
witch-hunts. Since then,
he has celebrated court
orders that grant him and
his party Telief while
simultaneously ducking
court summans  when
convenient.
Khan, unfortunately, is
not alone in this praciice
The political landscape
has become inundated
with an unceasing bar-
rage of ‘audio leaks™ that
seek to malign one judge
or the other; leadin,
members of the PDM
coalition  have called
upen the chief justice to
resign on grounds of his
‘controversial” conduet,
and court orders have
been outright ignored in
some of the most flagrant
examples of executive
overreach in recent mem-
ory. Increasingly so, it
seems that politicians
have determined that the
only court whose judg-
ment matters is the court
of public opinion
hereas there is no
question that the events
ay 9 were extraordi-
nary and its_perpetrators
deserving of appropriate
punishment, the ruling
coalition’s actions reflect
the belief that the law can
be entirely sidestepped on
merit _of expediency
alone The arrest of politi-

cians in violation of court
injunctions is not in line
with the constitution,
which enshrines the ri,
to be dealt with in accor-
dance with the law
cynic might remark that
the antics of the govern-
ment are discomfitingly
similar to the “doctrine of
necessity’. that the PML-
N and” the PPP both
should shudder to walk
the same path as their
deposers

ustice Brandeis,
revered as one of the
foremost members of the
pantheon of American
Junists, opined on a case
regarding  warrantless
wiretapping by federal
agents that " crime is con-
tagious, that if the gov-
emment becomes a Taw-
breaker, it breeds con-
tempt for law; it invites
anarchy.” That remains
true today

What * country  can
demand i1s people 1o
abide by the compact
between citizen and state
1f it refuses to pay even
lip-service to the rule of
law? What democracy
can survive a_wholesale
assault en its foundation-
iples” By side-
stepping the judiciary, the

overnment might protect
its interests in the short
run, but the very power
that guides their hand
today might shackle them
OMOTow.

In a country that risks
political meltdown,
upping the political tem-
perature is the same as
courting  disaster.  No

By Salar Rashid

institution. party, er indi-
wvidual will have anything
to rule over if Pa{iz(an
burns in the fires of their
ambition

oday’s dgo risis
necessitates  dismissing
narrow political consider-
ations and emphasising
reconciliation amongst
stakeholders. The judi
ary must stay above the
fray and resist the tempta-
tion to act as an agent of
political change” The
government must
acknowledge that me;
ingful course correction
cannol occur unless the
rule_of law is upheld
Similarly, Khan, whose
tirades against the Sharifs
and ardaris  have
become an ever-present
ture in Pakistani poli-
must realize that
nisti alitics
should be replaced with
respeet for the ideals of
pluralism
In the apoc?phal Acts
of Peter, wi Peter
abandons the faithful he
has been given charge of,
a spectre of the once-cru-
cified Jesus meets him on
the path leading 10 Rome.
Bewildered and afraid,
Peter asks him where he
is headed (“Quo vadi
Domine?”). Jesus replies
he is headed 1o
Rome, to be crucified
onge more. In shame and
guilt, Peter hurries back
to Rome, 12 to greet
death so long as he can
preach to fuiure genera-
tions Now is the fime 1o
ask ourselves, where is
Pakistan headed?

Why the country fails

It is arparem now that
Project_Imran_Khan/PTI
is ~being dismantled.
Some commentators
wonder whether the PTI
was ever a political party.
Others use the past tense
for the PTI. Whether or
not the PTI survives this
phase or continues to
wither away, it is certain
that Project Imran Khan
was only a manifestation.
Former finance minis-
ter Miftah Ismail say
Pakistan is the worst goy-
erned country. The World
Bank states Pakistan’s
human development indi-
cators are truly dismal, at
the level of Sub-Saharan
Africa and below the
South Asian average All
of these are manifesta-
tions. The root cause, as |
have said many times in
these pages over tf
years, is the intra-elite
tussle between the coun-
try’s political and non-
olitical elite from end
988 1ill recently. It has
led to the logjam of gov-
emance X
In 1990, per-capita
GDPs for India and
Pakistan were almost
identical: a linde under
$370 e By
2021, India’s per capifa
GDP was $2,277, appr
imately 50 per cent higl
er than Pakistan's This i
around the same time in
Pakistan when there was
a return to demecracy
from late 1988 onwards
after a long brutal dicta-
torship, Hence ensued the
intra-elite wssle between
the country’s political and
nen-political elite.
eré were  serious
o) o0 wipe the old
political elite off the face
of govering the country,
and the PT1 was only the

latest instrument to
achieve it. By contrast,
there was no ‘such_exi
tential tussle in India
Therefore, India pros-
pered and Pakistan con-
tinued to regress as
non-political elite domi-
nated but it could not
entirely finish off the old
political elite Games of
maneuvering and out-
maneuvering  kept on
being _Hgaytd by bath
sides. Thete were short
time-horizons when the
olitical  elite  ruled
lence. we have suppos-
edly the worst governed
country with depressi
human development
catars, :

In the article ‘Bu ;;.el
priorities for 2023-74°
{(June 12), Dr Hafiz Pasha
has written that the tax
ap in Pakistan is equiva-
ent to 3.0 per cent of the
iDP — Rs2.500 billion
Much of this is in the
form of the missing
provincial e
Agncultural income tax
comes first in this regard
Even if levied at half the
urban income tax level it
can fetch the government
Rs320 billion,_ At present
it_only contributes Rs4
billion to the tax stream at
he provincial level. The
rovincial boards of rev-
enue need to upwardly

ssing
ndi-

adjust agricultural
income.
Another  area

‘untapped’  taxation is
“the taxation of proper-
ties and property devel-
opers in the form of the
urban immovable proper-
ty tax. income lax on
rental income, capital
gains tax on J)mpe_n.v
fransactions an

value tax on properties,”
according to Dr Pasha, At

present, these taxes yield
only Rs48 billion, while
their true revenue poten-
tial is Rg520 billion

The wholesale and
retail trade sector is the
third area that is under-
taxed. Its tax yield is only
Rs32 billion presently
and it can go up to Rs270
billion by “expanding the
coverage of the withfiold-
ing tax on electricity bills
and cnhancm§ the fixed
tax rates” Progressive
taxation can increase tax
revenues by 12 per cent
by adding the additional
almost Rs1.000 billion to
it

There is a similar story
with state-owned enter-
gvlses (SOEs) that have
een hemorrhaging the
economy for decades
Pakistan has given a sub-
sidy of roughly Rsl,500
bilﬁou to SOEs this year.
According to a d
Bank repori of 2021,
Pakistan has spent in the
range of 8-12 per cent of
its GDP on subsidizing
SOFs in_ recent years
Why can’t Pakistan pri-
vatize or close down the
loss-making monumental
SOEs?

There is a sovernance
logjam in the country due
to the ussle between the
political and non-political
clite_ There was an effort
wJ{n\gauzc Pakistan Stecl
Mills in the past that was
duly aborted due to the
excessive intervention of
the judiciary in the eco-
nomic malters of the
country in the past

The federal govern-
ment is bloated. Both Dr
Shahid Kardar and Dr
Hafiz Pasha have pointed
towards it. There are 33
ministries and hundreds
of autonomous bodies

and attached depart-
ments. Much of it should
have been devolved to the
provinces post the 18th
Amendment, but this has
not been the case. Why”
This is due to a logjam of
governance. The power
sector’s circular debt has
reached Rs2.67 trillion. It
has been ballooning over
the decades. Some gov-
ernments in the past
reduced it 10 some extent,
but it catches uﬁ ag
and again. Why has thi
problem not been
resolved? Due to a log-
jam of governance.

It is not_that some of
the recent finance minis-
ters such as Ishag Dar,
Miftah Tsmail, Shaukat
Tarin, and Haféez Shaikh
or the provincial finance
ministers and the chief
minisiers cannot _grasp
these realities or imple-
ment them. All of them
understand these points
pretty well. The real rea-
son why these progres-

sive lakation measures
are not implemented are
the pol economy

considerations.

With short time-hori-
zons and with the fear of
being extinguished Trom
politics, the political elite

s not want to take
these measures as they
entail political cost and
would make the political
governments unpopular.

According to the World
Bank's recent report
Pakistan's Human Capital
Index (HCI) measuring
human development in
the country is 0.41, while
the South” Asian average
is 0.4 angladesh’s
HCI is 0.46 and Nepal's
049 Pakistan resembles
Sub-Saharan Africa more
in its human development

By Foqia Sadig Khan
gvllose HCI is 0.40) than
South Asia

A child born in today’s
Pakistan will only be 41
per cent productive com-
pared to /he were
gin i chance to enjoy
ull education and com-
plete iealth Why docs
'akistan lag so far behind
in human development
and welfare of its citi-
zens? A logjam of gover-
nance

The old political guard
of the PML-N and the
PPP signed the Charter of
Democracy in 2006 and
pledged to work together
and remain largely inde-
pendent of the influence
of the non-political elite
Project Imran Khan was
conceived as a reaction (o
it to create a third force in
the country and get rid of
the old political elite that
claims to refute the hege-
maony of the non-political

elite’ This project was
formally  launched  in
2011 and

the rest is histo-
v, It led to the lost
d{:cndc of development
and growth for the coun-
try due to the tussle
between the political and
non-political elite.

The %gnd news is that
there is Tight at the end o
the umne&[ Things have
been changing since post
end-November last year
The on-gcl cal clite
and the old political elite
eem to be petting along
rather well. The old polit-
ical elite has learnt not to
cet confrontational with
the non-political elite and
the latter has also learnt
mutual co-existence. One
hopes the trajectory of
accommedation contin-
ues. However, it is impaor-
tant o analyze the cost of
the intra-elite wssle.

Perfect gridlock

akistan gives
a look of a per-
fect gridlock
The 11-
coalition government led
b Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PTi led by sacked prime
minister Imran Khan con-
tinue to pull in the oppo-
site directions, tearing
apart all state institutions
and leaving no middle
ground )
The usual arbiters, the
{!\dwmry and the estab-
ishment, burdened by
follies of their own past,
are not able to mediate,
put the fire out or suggest
any solutions. The media
has become a victim
of this extreme polanza-
tion, many of them wear-
ing the slants of the war-
nng camps. 1t feels like
two Fast trains, with failed
brakes, speeding from
site directions on the
same track. Will there be
a collision or will some-
thing happen at the last
minute 10 avoid the colli-
sion?

It is clear that the rem-
nants of Project Imran are
very much there in the
system, despite the for-
mal announcement of the
abortion of the Pro'ect
The controversia dlem-
sion of the Supreme
Court _on the interpreta-
tion of Article 63A of the
constitution  created
snowball effect leading to
the dismantling of the
nascent Hamza Shehbaz
government and the elec-
tion of Pervez Elahi as the
chief minister of Punjab
The controversial de

ing o v
many legal experts, paved
the way for Imran Khan
to force both the chief

ministers of Punjab as

well  as hyber
Pakhtunkhwa as a pres-
sure lever 1o orce

Islamabad to go for early
elections

With_the IMF agree-
ment still not inked, infla-
tion touching the skies,
in rate at one of the
highest levels ever, the
economy slowing down.
and unemployment and
poverty skyrocketing, the
coalition parties are unde-
cided on how 1o go about
early provincial elections
hyber

pro
cent E
the governments that will
be formed there will be
there for five years
Which would mean that.
come October, they will
have all the tools "avail-
able at their di l 10
the National
Assembly elections in
their favour,
impossible

Election Commission to
hold free and fair elec-
tions as guaranteed under
Adticle 718 of the consti-
ttion.Imran_ Khan has
tried to influence and
e_niage the security estab-
lishment all the while
maligning it almost on a
daily basis. His recent
outburst blqnlln% key
security officials for his
musder conspracy &
extending an olive branch
to the army chief at the
same time will not have
gone well. Meanwhile, he
is to appear in dozens of
court cases at different
tiers of the court system
involving civil and crimi-
nal matters. Imran is suc-

By Murtaza Solangi
cessfully  using  his
alleged murder plot to
avoid the judicial process
and avoid a conviction so
as to make himself avail-
able for the next elec-
tions,

Despite having enough
Jegal, constitutional,
nomic and security re
sons to delay the provin-
cial elections in q”un ab
and the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the
Islamabad government as
well as the ECP have not
advocated the case for
holding al ions in
October across Pakistan
either in the courts or the
courts of public opinion
forcefully. The Islamabad

overnment  today  is

%OOLing and acting like
sleepwalkers,  slowly
\tyal}gmg towards  elec-
tions in Pumjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in &
zombie-like state.

It is crystal clear that
amid an_economic melt-

tions, insurgency
across  Pakistan,
provincial elections _and
their results will act like a
catalyst to igs her
political instability,
affecting the upcoming
National” Assembly elec-
tions in October as well
This is a perfeet gridlock
created by decades-long
v s of
state and the miserable
failure of Project Imran
that was nurtured over
more than a decade.
Regardless who
wins " in the elections
scheduled for the next
month, the results will not
c by the Tosing
same goes for
ihe ons due n
October this year No
matter who wins the
National Assembly

The great Indian political
circus: Part - 11

In January 1990, ten-
sions in Kas! allowed
the BIP to capitalize on it

to fan its extremist agen-
da.  Immediately _after
coming o power, the VP
Singh government intro-
duced the 62nd
Amendment and  the
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Trbes Act of
1989 10 prevent atrocities
and, discrimination
naliz

against  margi
groups in India

Since the Janata Dal
had won elections using
caste discrimination as a
major issue in northern

ia, VP Singh decided
to implement the recom-
mendations  of  the
Mandal  Commission,
which had suggested in
1980 that the government
reserve a fixed guota of
all jobs in the public sec-
tor for the members of the
disadvantaged “other
backward classes’
(OBC). The upper-caste
youth did not Iike it, and
protests erupted mostly in
urban areas. This all facil-
itated the emergence of
more caste-based politics
in India with regional
issues and leaders gaining
especially in
Pradesh.
P

Lal for cnticizing
the government on the
implementation of the

Mandal ~ Cominission
report, This caused much
dissatisfaction within the

ruling National Front
government. Meanwhile

fhe BJP moved its agenda

with the Ram
(birth-
It
for

forward
Janmabhoomi
lace)  agilation
ccame a Tallying cry
several Hindu organ
tions, and extremism
]gamed momentum, Two
eaders who played a sig-
nificant role in this were
Lal Kishna Advani and
Pramod Mahajan who led
a chariot march (‘rath
yatra’) across India’s
northern states.

They converted a bus
to look like a Hindu
ythical char
the new chief minister of
Bihar, Lalu Prasad Yadav
arrested the BIP leaders
on chares of fomenting
communal tensions. i

' chief  minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav
ordered the police to fire
openly upen BJP mili-
tants as rots broke out in
Avodhya in  October
1990. The BIP withdrew
support from the VP
Smﬁ\\ government  in
Delhi. The two chief min-
isters and prime minister
Singh stood for secular-
ism _and s Babi

of confidence and had to
resign in Nov 1990, after
Just 11 months in

Another eader
Chandrashekhar  seized
the moment, He left the
Janata Dal with several of
his supporters such as
Devi Lal, Deve Gowda,
and Maneka Gandhi o
form & new Samajwadi
Janaia Pariy or Janata
Party (Socialist). Shekhar
had 64 MPs but Raji
Gandhi of the Congress

arty a%‘r\:m‘i to support

im, making Shekhar the
prime_ minister of a
minority wernment
The 11-month rule of VP
Singh  wimessed _ the
launch of two polarizing
trends that would shaj
the politics of India in the
decades o come,

One, the politics of
social justice based on
caste which followed the
implementation of the
Mandal : i

T
nationalism which result-
ed in the desecration of
Babri Masjid in 1992 and
the subsequent communal
riots. _Chandrashekhar
was prime mimister for
seven month but this peri-
od was instrumental in
changing the path of
India” towards an acute
economic  crisis.  After
four months in power —
when it was time to pres-
ent the budget in March
1991 — the Congress
withdrew its support and

handrashekhar had to
resign, only 1o continue
as carctaker prime minis-
ter,

The economic crisis
was not new and some
experts  were  already
Fw‘epar!ng documents on
iberalization in India, but
Chandrashekhar did not
have the required man-
date to aggrovc them. In
May 1991, India wit-
nessed  another i
assassination when
ing the election campai
some Sr Lankan Tamil
militants targeted and
killed Rajiv in a suicide
bomb artack. Rajiv as

rime minister had sent
ndian troops to help the
Sni Lankan_government
in its military action
against 1 militant:
northern Sri Lanka. Th
assassination of Rajiv
plunged India into deep
i

By Dr Naazir Mahmood
in labour and financial
markets was not working
anymore. Excessive busi-
ness regulation and cen-
tral planning that the
Congress  government
had pursued simce inde-

ndence needed an over-

m

g ai
general elections  until
mid-June 1991

uring the
Chandrashekhar govern
ment, the economic cri
intensified and called for
some drastic measures.
Essentially, it was a bal-
ance-of-payments crisis
that led to a severe reces-
sion. India required loans
from_ international finan-
cial institutions, but they
demanded the Tulfilment
of  certain  structural
adjustment programmes.
As usual, the IMF and the

forld Bank demanded

deregulations of indus-
tries, privatization  of
state-owned rprises,
and reduction of trade
bariers. For the previous
40 years or so, India had
followed an overall pro-
tectionist policy, with
some attempts. at liberal-
ization in [966 and the
early 1980s

e import-substitu-
tign policy hag produced
mixed results in the past
decades having good
trade relations with,
socialist bloe, especially
with the Soviet Union.
nly 1991, the socialist
bloc had already unrav-
elled and the USSR itsell
was on its death bed,
Industrialization that had
taken place in India under
state monitoring  with
government inerventions

L -
dling, elaborate licences
andregulations in the
name of self-sufficiency
had failed

This  system  of
‘dirigisme’ ~ a market
economy coupled with
central planning and state
intervention was
restraining  economic
growth as the state had
The ownership of big and
major industries with lit-
tle” competition.  This
madel did not aim to gen-
erate profit but to serve
developmental and social
objectives. all good on
paper but hard to achieve
on ground. With an aver-
age of 4.0 per cent annual
growth of the Indian
economy 1 195
1980s, per-capita income
averaged &ust 1.3 per
cent. By 1991, India still
had a fixed exchange rate
system with the Indian
rupee pegged to the value

a basket of currencies
of major trading partners.

The  balance-of-pay-
roblem India had
acing since the
mid-1980s spiralled out
of control by 1991. The
overnment was close 1o
Hei‘aul\ as its central bank
had refused new credit
Foreign exchange
reserves reduced to the
point of having just a
couple of weeks' worth of
imporis.

Reviewing Pakistan’s

climate action

tis gratifying
to see_that the

I

o
emerged as an important
national security forum,
will address the

tation to the impacts of
climate change on the
national economy, human
security, and eculoy‘\n
Four, climate change
governance comprising
institutions operating al
national and sub- national
levels for pol-

fgat Kakakhel

rural areas, the heads of
our provincial govern-
ments and autonomous
regions  seldom  speak
about climate change.
However, with the support
of domestic and external
ﬁirmers the pravinces

mpre-

threat of climate change at
its third session Led by
Federal Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman,
a panel of eminent
Pakistani and foreign
experts will discuss vari-
ous aspects of the global
climate crisis and its rami-
fications for Pakistan
This article attempts to
present a broad- brushed
tour d' horizon of
Pakistan’s climate change
agenda

The robustness of a
country’s climate action is
predicated on five essen-
tial prerequisites, noted

elow:

One, a political com-
mitment by the national
leadership to su
efforts of the international
community to address the
looming ‘climate emer-
sency and reinforce the
resilience of the key eco-
nomic sectors, the citi-
zens, and ecosystems to
adapt to  the adverse
impacts of an increasingl)
volatile climate throug!
policies implemented in
collaboration  with  all
stakeholders.

Two, active participa-
tion in regional and globa
discourses for forging
consensus on the climate
change challenges and

onses

hree,  development
and of

iy formulation, Iand
action, as well as periodic
review and monitoring of
progress  achieved ~ or
missed, resource mobi-
lization; and

Five, resources (techni-
cal. technological, finan-
cial and human) mobi-
hzed from domestic and
external sources and opti-
mally deployed.

Let’s see how Pakistan
fares with regard to the
aforementioned criteria

High-level  political
commitment: The
National Security Poli

of Pakistan (NSF) (20
2026) refers to Pakistan’
acute vulnerability to cli-
mate change and pro-
claims the objective of “a
climate resilient Pakistan
that priontizes climate
adaptation,  sustainable
water management and
disaster management”, 11
aims to achieve the water,
food, health, and energy
security of Pakistan

In recent years our lead-
ers have ‘attended the
annual climate change
summits convened br the
UN secretary-general and
reiterated Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the global cli-
mate_goals enshrined in
the Paris Agreement and
elaborated by the annual
climate conferences (aka
C Their statements
ome

policies and plans of
action for contributing to
the realization of the glob-
al agenda as well as adap-

Although the effects of
chimate change must be
tackled in ~ Pakistan’s
coastal regions, cities and

ve comy
hensive climate change
policies. The implementa-
tion of those blueprints
s been uneven, though
The provincial govern-
ments say they lack the
cial  and  human
capacities to develop and
implement climate change
related policies
Participation in regional
and ]gl(l al conferences
Our leaders’ participation
in global climate meetings
as been mentioned earli-
er Tragically the main
regional cooperation
organization, the South
sian - Association  for
Regional  Cooperation
{Saarc) has become dor-
mant since India scuttled
the 16th Saare Summit
due to be hosted by
Pakistan in_Islamabad in
November 2016. The envi-
ronment mimnisters who
had played an important
role in catalyzing regional
climate change initiatives
nve so become
silent The South Asia
Cooperative Environment
Programme (SACEP} has
beeri doing useful work
but lacks political clout,
Policies and strategies
for action at federal and
TOVINC: evels: The
limate Change Policy
of Pakistan ~ (NCCP)
issued in 2012 and its
updated version released
in 2022 contain scores of
policy initiatives con-
cerning mitigation,
adaptation and capacity
development
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Pakistan’s barter initiative
to help reduce reliance
on dollar: Expert

ISLAMABAD:  The
arter arrangement
allowed by the Ministry
of Commerce to busi-
nessmen  will  help
Pakistan branch off a
large chunk of its interna-
tional trade and exchange
from reliance on the dol-
lar, says an expert.
Mimstry  of
Commerce has allowed
for the barter of 26 com-
s with
and
under its
Business-to-Business
Barter Trade Mechanism,
2023, in effect dIlCth
the dollar. The order has

L

Afghanis
Russia

been issued to state-
owned enterprises and
private entities given that
the private entities meet

the eligibility require-
ments.
Commenting on  the

new facility, Dr ljaz Ali, a
research economist at the
Centre for Business and
Economic Research
h\LBERJ Karachi, said

at it will give much-
needed support to the
businessmen of Pakistan,
especially 1n the border
regions,

Those private entities
which are registered with,
the Federal” Board of

Revenue (FBR) as
“active taxpayers.” have
subscnibed to Pakistan
Single Window System
|P5€H and hold a valid
import and export con-
tract  registered by
Customs _authorities i
the Customs comput-
erised system (WeBOC)
will be eligible to mal\c
u:\:ul this Tacility.

arter trade will dis-
courage illegal trade in

dollar in the border
regions as dollar will no
longer be needed for

intemational transactions
with Iran, Afghanistan
and Russia.[®

Mobilink Bank and
Vision-Building Future
Collaborate to Address

Financial Disparities

Islamabad ‘\: pan 00
its ongoing
advance ﬁnanclal mc]u-
sion across the
Mobilink  Bank  has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding _ (MolJ)
with  Vision-Building
Future (»nr) m addrm
existing E the
fimancial spivere through a
range of targeted initia-
mes Under its ﬂa;_sh\p

proz ome;
mlﬂratmnal Netw le
‘WIN), Mobilink Bank is
x.eared fowards expand-
ing its financial reach by
introducing  innovative
digital and financial solu-
tions to underserved pop-
ulations. To further this
dedication, the Bank will
offer the Bint-e- Hawwa
roduct suite to the bene-
iciaries of the VBF, fos-
tering womerl&,ﬁ‘) s
empowerment and Facili-
tating their path toward
financial independence.
Mobilink Bank is part of
the ¥/ group, & glob-
al digital operator that
s converged con-
vity and onfine serv-
1CES ACTOSS SEven Coun-
tries. As part of its digital
operator_strategy. V]
is transforming pmples
lives, creating opportuni-
ties for greater digital
inclusion,” and driving
economic growth across

countries that are |IUIT|L to
mmL t'hﬂn % of the
opulaf ]OII
Vlslon-Bul]dmL Future
is a pioneering
youth-led organization
dedicated to addressmi-

2, B
der discrimination. With a

resolute focus on educa-
tion and professional
enrichment, gender, and
social  inclusion, ' and
youth empowerment,
VBF has capacitated
around 8000 educators,
mukmg significant

Throu;h this synergis-
tic collaboration,
\1r>h\|ml Bank and VBF
are dedicated to cultivat-

apacity-building  ps
rams aimed to enhance

inancial _literacy and
access to finance for low-
income individuals in
underserved communi-
aring his thoughts
ung ceremony,
Faisal Mahmood, Chief
Information Officer,
Mobilink Bank  said,
“Mobilink Bank is dedi-
cated to unlocking the
Fu]l pelenual of margin;
communitis

dnnunl\ its strategic part-

ties.
al the si

nership wnh VBF.
Together, we edicat-
ed to pmnmtmL em

erment through col -
rative capacity-building
workshops and events,
fostering financial inclu-

sion, uplifiing women
through tailored solutions
via Bl -e-Hawwa and

converting potential
Emspects into prosperous
usinesses. Our resolute
objective is to forge an
enduring, all-encompass-
mf, financial ecosystem,

here every mdmdual
effortlessly realizes their
financial aspirations, as

we pave tl towards
sus[amxh]l]ty nd inclu-
Urooj

Ha e\ President of VB]
stated, " VBF's mandate is
o (@r the untapped talent
of Pakistan by reaching
out 1o the masses [raim
the farthest comners of the
wunlr\ equipping thl.m
ith the necessary tools
m reach their full poten-
uial. Through our strategic
alliance with Mobilink
Bank, we are excited 10
broaden the horizon for
deserving communities,
while bolstering support
for educators, profession-
als, youth, and the trans-
gender community.
Understanding the_trans-
formative power of finan-
cial independence INP

THATTA:People are shifting to safe destination from the expected
Cyclone hit areas of Keti Bandar.

PAC recovered Rsl
trillion over past
one year: Chairman
Noor Alam

Committee
(P‘\(‘j \'TNA Noor Alam
Khan has said that during

Pmmml(ee siccessfully
recovered around one tril-
lion rupees, with a com-
mitment 1o take decisive
action against individuals
wha have harmed the
national exchequer.
Taking part in budget
debate " in ational
Assembly on Tuesday, he
phasized the commit-
tee’s efforts in recovering
the substantial amount,
clarifying that it was a
colle accomplish-
ment, not solely his own
He emp\nslzed that he
did um witness any pref-
erential treatment or bias

the Members of
Assembly
the
and

amotig
the National
(MNAs)  during
TECOVEry  Process
fuucunmn! of PAC
lam  further

declared that he draws .1
maonthly salary of R:
168,000 as an MNA at‘ld
an additional Rs. 20,000
as Chairman of the PAC
He said that individuals
engaged in corrupt prac-
tices should face the con-
sequences  of
actions.

He exposed instances
of cormiption_amount
10 billion

ami, the
BRI projoct in Peshawar,
the health sector, and the
police department. He
expressed concemns about

the lack of a submitted
report Ieﬁ'}r‘dmg cormup-
tion camplaints surround-
ing the Mohmand Dam

prﬁ]ecl

he Chairman PAC
said he summoned the
Reaistra of the apex
along with records
m funding cases related
o the Basha Dam, ques-
[mm : the absence of
he account and
the fal]ure to utilize Rs.

17 billion collected for
the project
oor  Alam  Khan

raised a significant ques-
tion about the allocation
of 190 million pounds to
an individual, emphasiz-
ing that this wealth
belonged to Pakistan, and
the_national exche uer
suffered as a result. I®

ISLAMABAD:Chairman NDMA Lt Gen Inam Ha
Minister to get briefed about preparations to deal

APPNA donates $350,000
for rehabilitation of Tiirkiye

th Cyclone

earthquake victims

WASHINGTON DC: The
ociation of Physicians of
Pakistani Descent” of North
America (APPNA) expressing
solidarity with earthquake-strick-
en Turkish brethren, has donated
$350,000 for rehabilitation and
construction of houses for the
calamity stricken people of
Tirkiye Ambassador of Pakistan
to the United States, Masood
Khan along with the APPNA del-
egation visited the Embassy of
urkey in \\‘hshln on DCand

1nd Dr

=

Speakin

foreign motherland.”

handed over utions made  and disaster relief.

by Pakistani dm s of North  APPN dy of

merica to  the Turkish bers, represented nearly
Ambassador  Hasan  Murat  doctors servmg in the United
Mercan The delegation headed States as well

by President APPNA Dr. Arshad
Rehan included Dr sheed
Piracha, Dr. Amiq Samdani, Dr.
Tayyab Rana, Dr. Rashid Hanif,

and sisters of

Irfan Suleman. Dr
Rana,

AI’ \M presented the cheque
on the occasion,
Masmd Khan said that when (Ile
carthquake had struck Turkiye, it
had hit Pakistan directly because
“Turkiye is our second home and

He said that APPNA was the
most professional organization
of Pakistani- American doctors in
the United States with outstand-
ing contributions in hLaLth

that

:‘«UU mem-

20,000

“APPNA felt the Iil_ﬂl!’lll]' bro_ll_l;:.ra
arkive. The:

heeded to the eall from Turkis!
leadership and within one hour,

Pakistani heat-treated beef
granted access to Chinese market

$350,000
brethren

Treasurer

Ambassador,

anada

Ialik called on the Prime

they were able 1o raise more than
for {
n_ - need,”
Ambassador said
Ambassador Hasan Mercan
thanked Ambassador Masood
Khan and APPNA leadership for
their sentiments and generous
contribution that clearly reflected
the attachment of the people of
Pakistan_with Tirkiye and its
penl[)le Talking 1o JI

Dr. Arshad Rehan highlighted
nmn;, bonds existing between
the people of two countries and
said that Pakistani community in
United Stated felt the pain when
the devastation struck the people
of Turkiye He :mu] that the
APPNA offered eve
medical assistance 10
ty stricken people NP

Asad Umar’s

bail in
Askari
Tower

attack case
extended

LAHORE: The pre-arrest bail of

former secretar eneral  of

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

Asad Umar in A:,kan Tower,

Liberty attack dun‘na i '3 MX} 9

i rotests was extended by an Anti-

Biparjay. emorism Court (ATC)  on
Tuesday.

Ejaz Ahmed Buttar, the ATC

Judge heard the bail petition filed

tion,

Turkish | 7415

the

their

e Turkish

resident APPNA

v possible
e calami-

Mr Umar submif
bonds to get the bail.

The Gulberg police station had
eﬁ\sle-ed a case against him and
other PTI workers for damaging
ublic and private properties,
mcludnm Askari Tower, during the
May ests. INP

by the former planning minister,
who also appeared before the court
following the expiry af his surety
bonds.

The ATC Judge directing the
PTI leader to join the investiga-
appr oved his interim bail tll

Following the decision,
fresh surety

Three of
family die as
car plunges
into ravine

SKARDU
bers died when a car plunged mlD
ravine near Skardu on 'P
police said,

A Skardu bound car coming
from Gilgit with three family
members onboard skidded off road
and r‘eH into a deep gorge ahead of

Three family mem-

uesday,

BEUING : In a landmark  a minimum of 30 minutes. ing, transportation, and label- \u me three family members
decision to build China- The statement noted, pro- 2 . died on the spot in the accident
Pakistan etononnc artner-  duction enterprises of heat- “The access of Pakistani beef Police, rescue teams and local
ship, seneral  treated beef have to be located  to the Chinese market repre- | people reached the scene and shifi-
Admml:tmtmn of Customs of 1n Pakistan and operate under  sents a milestone m the China- | ed ~ the bodies 1o Tehsil
China (GACC) has granted Pakistami official supervision,  Pakistan economic coopera- Ileanqumera (THQ) Hospital
access to Pakistani heat-treat-  adhering to the veterinary tion With the continuous
ed beef to enter the Chinese health and public health regu-  development and deepening of Snme three days earlier, at least
market, China Economic Net lations of both China and the China-Pakistan Economic mne Emple were killed and sever-
(CEN) reported on Tuesday Pakistan Corndor  (CPEC).  more ers were wounded when a

quoting an official statement,
The mmported Pakistam
heat-treated beel must origi-
nate from cattle younger than
30 months, and the meat must
be boneless, hav ng undergone
a stringent heal treatment
process
The centre of the meat
should reach a temperature of
at least 70 degrees Celsius for

ed beef to €

and only 1l
The

ment, proce;
storage, certifu

Horse-trading started
in Dubai, UAE ahead
of Karachi’s Mayor

election: Sh. Rashid

AWALPINDI. Awami_ Muslim League (AML)
chjer Sheikh Rashid Ahmed claimed that \\orse-[radmg
has started in Dubai and UAE ahead of Karachi's
Mayor election.

It is worth mentioning here that for Karachi’s Mayor
election scheduled on June 15, Hafiz Naeemur Rehman
of Jamaat-i-Islami (JI} and Murtaza Wahah of Pakistan
oples Party (PPP) are wp contenders,
kmv to twitter handle, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said
the * would win in the election as he appar-
Eullv Im out at the PPP,

e AML chief annon 1ced of moving the Islamabad
II|L]| (‘uu:'( (IHC) ay the raids at his residence
without any warrznis. He xlIaLsd that police damaged
his belongings and tortured his employees.

He clamed that police officials took away his vehi-
cles, watches, licensed guns and cash during the raids,
add|n<= that violation of sanctity of “chadar & char

iwar” would cause political volcano in the coumrv
Predi umr elimination of the PML-!
sard the apex court would give wmpurmm '-unluls Hc
said elections would be held at every cost1

ANF seizes 5399kg drugs,
arrests 45, impounds 12
vehicles in
countrywide operations

ISLAMABAD ThL An(l Narcotics Force (ANF)
Pakistan seized 539! kg drugs & 68 liters
Hydrochlonie Acid 1H L! chemical worth US$
381.219 million internationally, arrested 45 persons
ncludin vomen, two foreigners and impounded
12 wehieles while conducting 38 counter narcotics
operations throughout the country. The seized drugs
comprised 3125 kg Opium, 380.5 kg Heroin, 1465 881
kg hashish, 221 kg Morphine, 206002 kg metham-
phetamine (Ice) 1.310 kg Ecstasy Tabs (2500 x Tabs)
and 0.050 grams weed

The ANF Balochistan recovered 4645 4 kg drugs &
68 liters Hydrochloric Acid (HCL) chemical in 14
operations while arested five persons involved in
drugs smuggling and impounded two vehicles The
seized drugs comprised 31034 kg Opium, 371 kg
Hercin, 750 kg hashish, 200 kg methamphetamine (lce)
and 221 Kg Morphine

The ANF Punjab_recovered 353236 kg drugs in
eight operations while arrested 16 sons including
two women involved in drugs smuggling and impound-
ed four vehicles INP

CAMDA promotes Maize Harvestmg
Mechanization Technology in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: China
Agricultural Machinery
Distbution Asseciation
(CAMDA) continued its
eﬂ‘om to promote Maize
Harvesting
Meclmuualion
Technology' in Pal

According 1o (hma
Economic. Net (CEN),
Pakistani Luban
Workshop held a "Fleld
Training  Day” _on
Tuesday its special field
at Muhammad Nawaz
Shareef University of
Agriculture, Multan
(MNSUAM).

This location serves as
the workshop's eas
training base for
tural machinery

he training program,
centered  around  the
theme of pplication
and Promotion of Maize
Harvesting
Mechanization
Technology,” n
enhance the constr
of an internation
try-academia-research-
pplication platform for
agricultural  machinery
nq’llnmg
Through participatory,
expenemm] and interac-
tive demonsirations and
training, the program
seeks 10 improve the
effectiveness of the work-
shop's agricultral mech-
anization technology.

By :lm\\c.-an

the

capabilities  of high-
horsepower,  high-per-
formance and intelligent
Chinese  agricultural
machinery in gramn har-
wvesting and woducnnn ||
will aid local farm
advancing me thﬂE
mechanization process of
cr\A\ harvesting

ihe mmm -,wle.
teachers from MN%
'md experh from

:he

.\lec\\amlanon Iteleamh
Institute in Punjab collab-
orated to reach and
answer questions for over
200 teachers and students
from relevant agricultral
universities in Pakistan,
officials and technicians

from agricultural depart-  Luban  Workshop,  to
ments of Punjab  enhance  productivity.
province,  agricultural  This 1s the first ime that
mhnulug\ promotion  Chinese  school-enter-
agencies, and representa-  prise cooperation units
mes of jmmen And are participating in_pro-

ina duclwe practical training

riner countries of the

me\?
Agricultural Machinery in
Luban Workshop

Rl%luhullon Association

“AMDA) live-streamed  The training was guid-
the event, which attracted  ed by such cooperation
a lar wmber of rele-  units, and the real Fm-
vant duction task of corn har-
onlin sting was used  as

vates three models for
international cooperation
in vocational education
and the integration of
industry and " teaching, the overseas display
according 10 llwe organiz- mode of new technolg-
erFirst, it qates the gies and E):m:lum of
STl rsining mode of . Chivisss TN

teaching content to help

trainees master mecha-

nized operation skills
Secondly, it innovates

Before ex orting heat-treat-
“hina, the wdum
must be registered witl
e heat-treat:
oduced after the registration
date 1s allowed for export.
announcement
details extensive requirements
about animal disease manage-
ing conditions,
tion, packag-

Pakistani
also

economic

ISLAMABAD:

Management A

Pakistani agricultural products

er agreement for the export of
cherries 1o
Chinese markel, further illus-
trating the mutually beneficial

between the
INP

inister of Cli

the

relationship
two countries.

lvus fell into a deep ravine in Kotli,

are expected to enter the "‘%ﬁ: J“‘]“‘"‘“ and K*’“;‘"‘”(“JKJ

China, Chinese market This  new X DUs CAITyIng 3. passcmgers
skidded off the road and fell into a

ed beef development follows the earli- desp ravine in the limits of

Marpoth police station in Kotli

As a result. nine people were
killed and scores were mHmed The
rescue sources said all the passen-
gers were returming to Gujranwala
after attending a_Urs ceremony
Nairian area near Kotli IN

ate (_hange of I’alustan Sherry Rehman
addressing press conference along with Chairman National
thority (NDMA) Lieutenant General (R) Inam H;

isaster

at Press Information Department in Federal Capital.

Sazgar Engineering
Works profits boom in
IMFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Sazgar
Engineering Works
Limited (S ZE\?v') posted
impressive growth in the
first_nine months of FY

2022-23, with revenues
up 8%, gross profit up
132%, and net profit up
344%; year-on-year,
according 16 WealthPK
SAZEW earned a gross

profit of Rs1.29 billion on
eross sales of Rs12.5 bil-
ion_in OMFY23, result-
ing in a gross profit ratio
of” 10% The company.
ﬁoblc«:t a_net profit of
5523 million and a net
gu)l‘:l ratio of 4.2% in

The uumpmw posted
earnings per share o
Rs8.66 in the nine-month
eri

The mid-cap automo-
bile assembler jacked up
the sales revenue by 78%
from Rs7.07 billion in
UMF‘V"’" Iu R:\".S bil

Lulmm IhL gruss profit
Rs? million in

MF‘r‘Q, mckeled 132%
in IMFY23 Thenel prof-
it in 9MFY22 also shot
up by 344% from Rs117
million to Rs523 million
in 9MFY23

Registered on Pakistan
Stoek Exchange (PSX)
with e symbol
“SAZEW’, the company
is the ninth-largest firm in
the automobilc assembler
sector with a market cap-
italisation of Rs3 hillion

Quarterly Review

Quarterly analysis
shows an increasing trend
in the growth ul sales,
profits and eamings pe
share. The company
made the highest sales,
gross and net profits in
the third
(January-March)

quarter
of

FY23.
In the first
UI\[\'—SE ptember) of

AZEW eamed
Rsl ’s(! hillion in Lruss
revenues and Rs165 mil-
lion in gross profit. The
company posted a net
profit of Rs11 million in
this quarter. Therefore,
the gross and net profit
ratios were r%mm tobe
I]“' an respec-
tiv
Irl I()r\”] the com-
pany reported the earn-

quarter

m%s per share of Rs.18.
n the second quarter
(October-December), the
auto manufacturer posted
a gross revenue of Rs3.18
billion and a gross profit
of Rs255 million. The
company posted a net
t[ it_of Rso8 million
herefare, the gross and
net pmf’ t ratios stood at
0% dnd 2.1%, respec-
In Q[-Y"'! the

the
ka share of

com ;mk reported
n
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TENDER NOTICE

of GOB Whether

®

et

of Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For All Bidders to
Get Registerad At Electronic Public Procurement System of
BPPRAGOB.

Tender Fe

The GOVERNMENT GIRLS INTER COLLEGE .EWANY invites.
bids from Eligible Bidders for execution of following works. for the

One Envelope Bidding Procedure

the date of

Year tage
Rateg

S.No MName of Workls EfCost

1 PURCHASING OF COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 3,000,000

FOR GONT GIRLS INTER COLLEGE JEWANI
Progurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules - 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
mnT&mmmmlnglmmmuwwany
procuring agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Revenue Auth
Registration is required. Mummm smuesum

id Security: st
Bid mmmmmmnepoaumuu
specified above in tha name of the under-signed from a scheduled
bank. Tender Documents: The bidding documents can be obtained
from the offica of the under-signed 500 PKR lssuance of tender

: The bids

during office hours on working days
‘The Tandars must be submitted latest by 19 June, 202341l 11:00AM.
Tender opening: Al tenders will be opaned on same day at the
uﬁmdhaumrﬂ;udinm PM Address: Govt; Girls Degree

NIT lo 19 June, 2023
Last Date of bid submission:
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Govt highly focused on facilitating
youth in budget: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has said that the government has highly focused on youth i
budget 2023-24 (o facilitaie youth in starting their entrepreneurship activities which will also helpful in creating
more job opportunities in the country.

In a statement issued here on Tuesday, he said that the confidence and the hope could be restored by eliminat-
m%disappmmmems and ensuring socie-economic development of the country.

remier Shehbaz Sharif said, “By the will of Allah Almighty. the upcoming vear will be the year of increased
income generation of the people and the country.”

This was the budget of economic stability and quick development in various sectors including industry, agri-
culture, information technology and energy, he said adding that the budget would also provide youth the oppor-
tunity to create jobs for others by starting their own entrepreneurship.

“Youth are the country’s future and saving their future has always been my top priority.” he added

Shehbaz Sharif said with the help of initiatives announced by the government in the budget 2023-24, the youth

Wednesday.June, 14,2023

would become the architects of Pakistan’s development by starting their own businesses in IT, industry and agri-
culture sectors,

He said the government was providing 100,000 laptops and small loans to the youth on concessional rates for
their start ups.

The government, he said had also offered tax exemptions in the Budget 2023-24 for businesses in IT for
encouragement of the youth.

The prime minister said the Rs 2000 billion Kissan Package would further expedite the country’s journey of
agriculture development and prusr} T

He said the government would offer more facilities in the agriculture sector through the budget 2023-24 10
ensure food security and to make the youth an important stakeholder in agriculture development of the counts

Shehbaz Sharif said the farmers and the youth of the country would become prosperous by availing the

agriculture and business loans offered by the government in the budget 2023-24 INP

President telephones
families of martyred
soldiers,
sympathize with them

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Anf Alvi on Tuesday
telephoned the family members of the soldiers of
Pakistan Army who embraced martyrdom for the coun-
try and sympathized with them.

_He paid tnbutes to the martyrs for sacrificing their
lives tgr the sake of the country’s security.

President Alvi made a telephonic contact with the
family members of martyred Sepoy Inayatullah and
Hasnain Ishtiag, who embraced martyrdom in
~ Sangwan, Balochistan on June 1, and expréssed sym-

martyred in Jani Khel on June 4 )

President Alvi also contacted the family members of
Lance Naek Sabir who embraced martyrdom in Scuth
Waziristan on June 3

Paying tributes o the services and sacrifices of the
martyrs for their country, President Alvi thanked the
famyilies of the martyrs on behalf of the nanon.

He also prayed to Almighty Allah for the elevation of
ranks of the departed souls in paradise He also hail
the martyrs' patriotism and bravery The president

IS

CAMABAD:Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting regarding pre-

paredness and measures taken for the approaching "Biparjoy" Cyclone.

Sherry warns of urban
flooding in Karachi

amid cyclone Biparjoy

Five killed, 4
injured in
Faisalabad road
mishap

FAISALABAD: At least five people
were killed and four others injured in
collision between a passenger bus and
a tractor trolley on Tuesday.
escue sources said that accident
lace in Satiana area of
Faisalabad where a Islamabad bound

assenger bus coming from Pakpattan
collided with a tractor trolley.

Five people were killed in the acci-
dent while four others sustained seri-
OuS ifjuries

Police and rescue teams reached the
scene of the accident, shified the bod-
ies and injured to local haspital

The police impounded both vehicles
and after registering a case into the
incident starfed an investigation INP

PIDE & UOM
2-day conference
kicked off

TSLAMABAD; Tn  collaboration
with the Pakistan Society of
Development Economists (PSDE), the
Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics 1DE) organized a
dynamic and engaging 02-day confer-
ence ar the University of Malakand,
Khyber Pakhtunkhw

he conference, titled "Unleashing
the Economic Potential of KPK,”
brought together local leaders,
experts. and stakeholders to address
regional problems and explore indige-
nous solutions
" The conference commenced with an
inauguration session, where partici-
pants reflected on the past 37 years of
conducting general meetings and con-
ferences, “récognizing the pressing
need for local solutions to tackle the
diverse range of issues impacting our
communiiies

It was emphasized that efficiency,
thoughtful consideration of loca
issues, and regi SUS are Cri-
cial elements for building networks
and linkages between academia, gov-
ernment, and other key stakeholders

The collaboration with the
University of Malakand was unveiled
as a significant step toward achieving
these goals.

The conference aims to provide a
forum for robust discussions and the
development of innovative solutions
to address the challenges faced by
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

he diverse range of to

cs present-

ed by the speakers pr o gener-
ate_thought-provokin and
indigenous ideas, whicl he

region's futare.

onferences offer a platform for
engaging with the public, gathering
diverse ideas, and emphasizing the
significance of collective effort and
innovative  thinking to  address
Pakistan's social issues. INP

‘Petrol
prices to
come down
after Russian
oil arrival’

ISLAMABAD: Economic Expert
Hafeez Pasha on Monday expressed
hope that the petrol and diesel prices
might see a decrease Tollowing the
arrival of Russian oil in Pakistan

Speaking during a private Tv chan-
nel pro aii, former finance minister,
Hafeez Ahmed Pasha, stated that there
is a possibility of a temporary reduc-
tion in Fe(ml prices in Pakistan as &
result of the amrival of Russian crude
oil shipments

Hafeez Pasha expressed his belief
that the Pakistan Diesel Limired
gPDL; can be brought up to Rs 75 per
irer as currently, the PDL is charging
Rs 50 per liter. .

The former Finance Minister stated
that the annual average inflation rate
stands at 30 per cent, while essential

and heverage items have
nessed a staggering S50 percent
increase in prices.

1t is pertinent to mention here that
earlier this week, the first ship carry-
ing Russian oil has anchored at
Karachi pert INP

KARACHL Federal Minister
for Climate Change, Sherry
Rehman Tuesday warned of urban
flooding and strong windstorm in
Karachi amid ey Biparjoy.

Taking to witter hanidle,
she “Biparjoy Cyclone is
real. Without Ig)amckmg. ople
need 1o ke PDMA Sindh and
PDMA Balochistan advisories
seriously for the coastal areas.

herry Rehman further stated
that though intensity of cyclone
has reduced for Balochistan side
but unpredictable so please do not
take it casually,

“It is varying in intensity but
caution is crucial, esp near the
Sindh coast, Karachi will likely
face urban flooding given the
scale & intensity of winds.
Precautionary ~ evacuations _in
Seaview areas have begun. We
will keep vou updated,” she
a

¢
With its probable approach to
the southeast Sindh coast, wide-
spread  wind-dust/thunderstorm
rain with some very

remely heavy falls
a ipanied by wun\fg‘ (high
intensity)  winds = _of 8O-
100Km/hour gusting 120km/hour
likely in Thatta, Sujawal, Badin,
Tharparker, Mirpurkhas and
Umerkot districts from today to 17
June.Dustthunderstorm-rain with
few heavy falls and accompanied
squally winds of 60-80 Km/hour
likely” in Karachi, Hyderabad,
Tando Muhammad Khan, ]
Allahyar, Shaheed Benazirabad
and Sanghar districts from 14 June
{tomorrow) to 16 June High-
antensity winds may cause damage
to vulnerable structures, katcha
houses, solar panels, billboards
etc.Storm surge of 3-3.3 meters
(8-12 feet) expected at the land
m]bmr;l point (Keti Bandar and
around), which can inundate the
low-lying settlements Fishermen
have been advised not to venture
in open sea il the cyclonic sys-
tem is over by 17 June, as the
Arabian Sea conditions may pet
very rough accompanied with
Ingﬁ tides along the coast INP

Hina discusses bilateral
ties, cooperation with EU
commissioners

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Foreign Affai ina
Rabbani Khar who on official visit
to Brussels held extensive meet-
ings with mo I:urr:jpean Union
Commissioners and discussed
bilateral relarions and cooperation
between the two countries in
diverse sectors.During meeting of
the state minister with Euroy
Commissioner for 3l
Management _ Janez _Lenarcic,
issues ng
relief activities in Pakistan came
under discussion Hina thanked the
EU for activating th‘e European

In her meeting with European
Commissioner for Home Affairs
Yiva Johansson, Minister of State
discussed optimal utilization of
the recently launched Migration
and Mability Dialosue including
on\muniues for legal migration
of skilled labor It was agreed to
strengthen cooperation imple-
mentation f  Pakistan-EU
Readmission agreement.

The state minister in her inter-
actions at the ommission
expressed the b that the EU

uld take a leadership role in

Civil P ion Mech 03t
floods that enabled immediate
stance fram EL during reha-
bilitation phase. The two sides
agreed to explore further avenues
for collaboration in disaster man-
agement and capacity building
according o a staiement received
here on Tuesday

security
for collaboration and cooperatiol
for building capacity with a spe-
cial focus on sustainability, green
economics, agriculture and digital
connectivity INP

Gilani calls for unity,
economic reforms
amidst challenges

ISLAMABAD : Former Prime
Minister, Senator, Syed Yousuf
Raza Gillani on Tuésday urged
both the treasury and opposition
benches to umte during difficult
times in order to tackle the pre-
vailing economic crisis faced by
the country

During his speech on the budg-
el for the fiscal year 2023-24 in
Senate, he emphasized the crucial
need for & “Charter of Econom;
underscoring its_significanc
the current hour of trials and tribu-
lations.

He highlighted the adverse
financial conditions inherited by
the coalition government of the
Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) due to the poor economic
policies of the previous adminis-

o
g

. Senator Gillani pointed out thar,
in an attempt to gain public sym-

the leadership of the
akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
violated the terms and conditions
set by the International Monetary
Fund before facing a “no trust
motion” - L
However, despite the declini
political popularity of the PDI
they approached the situation with
a positive and non-partisan_atti-
tude, prioritizing the national
interest and striving to steer the
country out of the economic crisis
Since assumm% ower, the
PDM government had been mak-
ing comprehensive efforts to
restore progress and prosperity 10
the mation
_ Senator Gillani attributed the
rising inflation to the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
Ukraine war, which had disrupted
business activities not only in
Pakistan but across the globe INP

galh

pathies with them

He also hailed the martyrs’ patrictism and bravery.
he president called on phone, the father of Lance
era) Uddin who was martyred in North

Naek
Waziristan on June 3

Besides, he cal Led'llae father of Nagk Zaheer Abbas
rdom
expressed his heartfelt condolence to him,

he president also extended his s%'mpathles to the
bereaved family members of Havaldar Muhammad
Anwar and Naeb Subedar Ghulam Murtaza who were

who embraced mart:

Bilawal
appeals to
people for

cooperation,p

recautions in
view of
cyclone

KARACHI: Chairman
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and  Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has appealed to
the public to take protec-
tive measures and to
cooperate with the ads
istration in view of the
cyclone “Biparjoy”

According to the state-
ment_issued by Media
Cell Bilawal House here
on Tuesday, the PPP
Chairman ~ said  that
according to meteorologi-
cal reports, the coastal
areas of Karachi, Thatta,
Sujawal and Badin are
under threat of the
‘Biparjoy”

le sard that the govern-
ment of Sindh is alert in
view of the cyclone and is
taking all possible safery
measures, adding that all
ossible resources are
eing utilised to protect
the Tife and propenty of
the people

Bilawal said that the
Feop]e. especially those
iving in the coastal areas,
should cooperate with the
administration and move
to safer places without
delay
. He emphasized that cit-
izens living in old and
dilapidated  buildings
should also be shifted to
safer places on emer-
gency basis

He also appealed to the
fishermen not to go into
the open sea for the next
few days until the weather
returns to normal

“Travelling during rain-
storms should be avoided,
as taking all precaution-
ary measures 1s the only
way to avoid the potential
amage of a  natural
calamity,” he added

Bilawal also instnucted
his Party’s office-bearers
and workers to lend a
helping hand to  the
administration in rescue
and relief activities, while
the lawmakers of the
party from the coastal
areas should remain in
their  respective  con-
stituencies and stay in
touch with the people
“PPP is always with the
people, be it happ
moments  or U\ml)uﬁ
times,” he added

He prayed, “May Allah
Almighty dpmlecl every.

o

nook and corner of
Pakistan  and  every
Pakistani from natural

calamities and keep them
safe " INP

KARACHI: Russian oil cargo carrying discounted crude, is anchored at a port in
Provincial Capital.

called on phone, the father of Lance Nack Meraj Uddin

3 Besid
who e

in Mir Ali on June 4, and

who was martyred in North Waziristan on June
he called the father of Naek Zaheer Abbas
raced martyrdom in Mir Ali on June 4, and
expressed his heartfelt condolence to him The
dent also extended his sympathies to the bereaved fam-
ily members of Havaldar Muhammad Anwar and Naeb
Subedar Ghulam M h ) 1
Khel on June 4 President Alvi also contacted the fami-
Iy members of Lance
tyrdom in South Waziristan on June 5 INP

Tesi-

urtaza who were martyred n_Jani

ance Naek Sabir who embraced mar-

Cyclone Biparjoy: DG
Rangers inspects situation
in coastal areas

KARACHI: Director General (DG)
Rangers Sindh, Major General Azhar
Wagas visited the coastal areas on
Tuesday as cyclone Biparjoy draws
nearer to Pakistan

A spokesperson of Sindh Rangers said
that Major General Azhar Waqas visited
the coastal areas in Thatta, Sujawal,
Badin and Shah Bandar, the areas which
are likely 1o be most affected by the
cyclone ) o

The DG Rangers during the visit held
meetings with the coastal sector and
wing commanders fo review amange-
ments for the evacuation in the area.
rocess of shifting people to safer places
Tom the coastal ge?t is underway.

The Rangers and the civil administra-
tion are making an on the

loudspeakers_for the general public to
move to a safer place

The s?okesperson further said, DG
Rangers further directed the sector com-
manders to help the civil administration
n providing free medical camps, and
relief goods to the people

Earﬁm; Corps. Commander Karachi,
Lt neral Babar Iftikhar charred an
emergency conference in Badin to
review precautionary measures in the
wake of cyclone Biparjoy.

The emergency conference was
attended by the DG Rangers Sindh, GoC
Hyderabad and other authorities con-
©

eme
The Corps Commander Karachi was
briefed by the ﬂlllhl\nt[\'ﬁ%ccn the precau-

= A B
LAHORE:Federal Minister for Information and Broadeastin
Aurangzeb adressing press conference at Press club in Provi

tonary ar
S

Marriyum
apital.

Pakistan sets sights on
Turkey to bolster
trade: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: In a bid 1o bolster
bilateral trade and tap into the immense
potential for exports, Pakistan has set its
sights on Turkey.

e two countries recently siuned a
Preferential Trade Agreemént {PTA),
laying the foundation for a fruitful eco-
nomic partnership with a strateaic woal
of achieving S5 llion in bilateral tade
in the medium term, said a senior offi-
cial Muhammad Usman Baig. ntema-
tional Trade Officer at  Trade
Development Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP), told WealthPK that under the
PTA, Pakistan has gained market access
10 261 tanifF lines, encompassing a ranze
of products. He added that Pakistan's
global es\ﬁm of these products is $5.1
billion, while Turkey's slobal i
these products is $7.6 . “Notably,
textile products, a major expert item for
Pakistan, will be included in the agree-
ment in the near future, further unlock-

ing the 1‘u\IJmlemiaL of this collabora-
ton,” he said.

Usman said some of the potential
products eligible for zero and minimum
custom duties under the PTA include
mangoes, animal casings, dates, rice,
isum confectionery, jelly confectionery,
ood preparation in powder form, toma-
to ketchup and tomato sauces, body
lotion, creams, emulsions and oils,
soaps, made-ups from paper or ca

board, colored and colorless glasses, and
'

safety razors. “These products represent
a promising avenue for hoosting exports
and optimising trade potential with
Turkey,” the official said He stated that
trade "balance between Pakistan and
Turkey has favored the lamer in recent
years_ In the fiscal vear 2021-22, total
trade berween the two countries amount-
ed to $883 million, with Pakistan's
exports to Turkey reaching $366 mil-
lion, while imports stood at $317.INP

Air route resumed
between Lahore
and Urumqi

ISLAMABAD: ~China  Southern
Airlines resumed its flight operations
from Lahore to Urumgqi on Tuesday with
flight number CZ6018, which will p
vide greater convenience for busine:
men and tourists traveling to China from
Lahore and neighboring provinces,

e route will have three return
flichts per week with a capacity of
around 177 passengers per flight,
agcording 1o China Economic Nel
(CEN)

Urumgi, a city in northwestern China,
has extensive business, cultural and
tourist exchanges with Lahore. The
resumption of flights has attracted the
attention and involvement of passengers
from both countries

g Bing, a passenger on the
fight, said with excitement that before
the resumption, passengers needed to
travel from Lahore to Islamabad one day
in advance. “The opening of flights from

Lahore to Urumgqi has shortened the
entire journey”, he added =

Affidi, a businessman engaged in the
import and export of small commodities
between China and Pakistan, said that
the resumption of flights has improved
the efficiency of transportation and
reduced |

Zhang Xingru, General Manager of
China Enm]\em Airlines  Company
nited Lahore Office told CEN that
is year marks the 10th anniversary of
the Belt and Road Initiative, and” the
resumption of flights between Urumgi
and Lahore will further promote connec-
tivity and boost the high-quality con-
struction of China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor Following the resumption of
the flights, the airline company has
increased the number of routes” from
Urumgi to Pakistan o both Lahore and
Islamabad and realized daily service for
the two brotherly countries. INP




