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Shehbaz asks Nawaz to

return to Pak

tan, become

Syed Ali Shah analysis

Lapsing of finds is a com-
mon ph:numcnan in the finan-
cially-starved Balochistan. The

vincial health minister, Syed

san Shah revealed a bitter
realit thal his department
I; 7 billions allocated
for the purc]ms: of medicines
and equlpmem for government

Dﬁ‘ls exposed the poor politi-
cal commitment coupled with

governance and incompe-
tent officers in Balochistan
which is already lagging behind
other provinces in térms of key
social indicators,

Hospitals
without
medicines
Jfor last
three

govt b

Nov 10: Dastolr

PM for fourth time

unds lapse in financially-

starved Balochistan

—

months in
Balochistan

QSE%\;‘emmenbnm hospitals Iri
the provincia ital
have been mom mﬂms
for the last three months. This
compounded the problems of
deserving and needy patients
knocking the doors of govern-

ment hospitals.

Since the elites can afford to
go to Karachi for medical treat-
ment. So the deserving and
needy patients remained the
worst sufferers of this incompe-
tency of :he government in gen-
eral ‘and the health ent
in pnmcu]ar

Angioplasty and
Angiography
machines out of
order for the last
two and half years
in BMC

Look at the irony, the as -
raphy and an, lop?gsqrmnc Ig:és

" are out o Drder at the
Baluchistan’s 1. t govern-
ment-run_hospital le Bolan

Medical Complex (BMC) hos-
pital for the last two and half
years. This daily has repeatedly
reported the out of order
machines. Unfortunately. the
ep]ghﬂsarefnllmg on deaf ears.
BMC administration
cites lack of funds as the under-
lying reason behind the non

This is strange, on one hand
Rs.7 billions are lapsed by the
department, on the other
hand, the same department
complaints about lack of
funds for the repair of two
‘machines in BM

Simply, this is unacceplah!e
and an mvestigation conduct-
ed by this daily suggests the
machines are deliberately
made out of order to force the
patients towards private clin-
1cs and hospitals.

Provincial
government
should put its
own house in
order prior to
criticism of
Islamabad

———
From the province’s chief
minister to a section officer

repair of machines.

lapsed in
health

Rs.7 billions

department
Balochistan

everyone speaks about the
financial crisis, currently
Blaming [slamabad for the
all ills of the province has
been the hallmark of all
political leaders from gov-
ernment to opposition,

However, they are yet to
put their own house in order
and ensure financial disci-
pline in this resources-
starved province of the
country.

Land record dlgltallzed in Balochlstan' Mitha Khan Kakar

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA:Adviser to the Chief Minister
Balochistan_on Information, Mitha Khan
Kakar on Friday sai said _that land record
across the province has been digitalized to

and land occupation.

S t f
malShsun, Fatah Askem St and ot
officials were also present

They thoroughly Ill hgmd lhe llclal

1|| Balochistan.

r. according to lhe
vision ofChxef M.lmmrBa]mlnslan iy
tal Famlme; will be provided in Gwa ar.
Pishin, Jaffz and etta, which
include individual rcmsuy mups land tax,
collection SMS services élc.

Government sigm
agreement with Google
1o provide scholarships

to students

guvemlnml s mma
Mi

Nation should be ‘fu]ly expectant’ of voting
in new govt by Nov 10: Khurram Dastgir

Power Minister Khurram Dastgir
on Friday said Pakistanis should be
expectant of voting in a new gov-
emment by November 10, affirm-
m%[that 2023 was an election year

made these remarks during an
interview with Dawn News English
when asked whether this was an
election year“Yes this is. 1 fully
expect and hope that even if the
prime minister chooses to dissalve
the [National] Assembly a day or
two before — the maximum we can
50 up to is Nov 10— the people of
kistan should be fully expectant
of voting in their new government
on or before Nov 10, the mlmsxer
said.In ly to a recedi
tion, }::‘p mennu‘:md 1%%[ the
Parliament would dissolve by itself
on August 12 The power minister’s
statement is the clearest indication
of a frm timeline for the elections
coming from a member of the rul-
mg}'}\%l. N yet.

It comes nst the backdrop of
the PTI chi égi“ mran Khan d:rTapnd-
ing early polls since is ouster as the
prime minister last year — an issue
that continues 10 bé a cause of dis-

tween the opposition and
the gevernment.

PML-N-led
ugust 13, 2
| As the ruling coalition is indeci-

sive about holding the general elec-

tions  in com:ng Qctober,

Information  Minister Mamyum

Aurangzeb had said on Tuesda

that elections would be held after

the Election Commission of

Pakistan (ECP) gave a date for the

ose on the completon of the
govemmem 's tenure in Auy
“The PML-N and its al od r-
ties have said that we will

elections when the ECP g‘vw n

date after the completion of the

mcumhent govemment s tenure in
ust. It 15 the responsibility of

(|| (‘I’ m ve the election date,”

rernment’s term on

Mcnnwhnin there have been

Presently, prevails
over the fma of the elections, which
are otherwise due in  coming

QOctober after the completion uﬂhu

rom the
couhuun ﬁ()\emmenls leaders
regarding, the holding of general
elections in October. \J%ab Desk

aid that under the leadership of
Chwf M'mum- Baloclusmn the govern-

m
tant agma'nam Gmg%ﬁ.der which

scholarships are bemg givento 3
youth of Balochistan_
He said that IT education will be made
public in the next few vears, gltaluancn
land records will make geology safe and
conflicts will decrease and economic
development, trade and agriculture will
also increase.
He said that
lochistan has

Land management
system to
decrease disputes in

14 Balochistan

On this occasion, the spokesperson of
the Balochistan government Farah Azim
Shah said that Balochistan is the largest
province in terms of area and here the
ﬁroblems faced by the people with the

elp of land management will be solved
with the land revenue management sys-
em

Digital Balochistan
is the vision of the
chief minister

The 5§ sperson mentioned that mak-
ing Balochistan digital is the vision of the
chief minister, the land revenue manage-
ment system also stands for the same vision
and the people will be with an
online syswm She said that the youth
should benefit from the IT ﬂmlmes and
also tmm them. Along with Google, 3000
students of Balochistan have been offered
scholarships

Govt says flexible on FY24
budget, ready to reach
‘amicable solution’ with IMF

Responding  to  the
International
Fund’s (IMF) rcsenewum
over the fiscal year 2023-
24 (FY24) budgel tabled i |||
the National Assembly las:
week, the memmem
expressed willingness on
Fday 1o thaw fcsibiliy
on the matier and said it
remained eny ngsd with the
intemnational money lender
1o reach an “amicable solu-
tion”

**We are not ‘doctrinaire”
about any element of the
FY24 bugfet and are keen-

v with the IMF 1o

uun " the finance ministry

said in a statement, adding
the govemnment was “fully
committed” and “keen” to
at least complete the ninth
review of a $6 billion IMF

gé:grammm

which has
n stalled since October,
The IMF has made the
decision of releasing at

least some of the $2.5 bil-

lion pending disbursement
under the 2019 Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) that
will expire at the end of
this month conditional on
multiple factors, including
the govemnment satisfying
it with regards to the budg-
et for the coming fiscal
)EﬂrThe IMF’s_resident
representative for Pakistan,
Esther Perez Ruiz, said ina
late-night siatement on
that the lender

was
work  with
Pakistan to refine the
budgel ahead of its pas-
sage.Web Desk

Shehbaz asks Nawaz to return to Pakistan, become
PM for fourth time

ane Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday urged Pakistan Muslim

Nawaz (PML-N) suj
Ihe election campaign
lhe fourth time.

supremo Nawaz Shanr 10 retumn to Pakistan to
the party and become the prime minister for

PM says those who criticise
Ishaq Dar should separate
themselves from party

PM Shehbaz made the appeal duri;
oflh: party where the premier was

a central general council meeting
ected as the president of the PML-

Addressmg the meeting, E:. premier said that he was w:

r —  wl
Nm'ember 2019 owing to he;

en in
th reason:

iting for hi
slrimposed cxilc In Tondon since

to return to Pakistan and ﬂlen

all
hold lhehpnny meeting so he could hnmi over the PML-N's presidentship

“The election commission’s sword was hanging which is why this meet-

mier Shehbaz was given the

rd

m%; as held,” the prime minister added.

e PML-N's presidency after his predeces-

— Nawaz, the three-lime prime minister — was dl.lﬂue]ll'ed b&; the

Supreme Court and barred from holding any party office.

the N needed young leadership, and commended Maryam for h:r
wur

& also sai

Adds politics will change when
Nawaz Sharif returns to Pakistan

returns to Pakistan,” PM Shy
‘hgam reminded the workers that his

ple, oil prices were touching the

upcoming b remment ini

vernment took
ey did not get roses but thorns, “Inflation has broken the back of the peo-
sky. The cualmon
together tlm we would face the tough times,”

gﬂ the ncreased the salaries of employees.
pensions."We have still locked horns with the IMF [and] Pakistan wall conv
tinue on the path of development,” the premier fur

“You will see that the maggnof politics will change when Nawaz Shanf

‘oming to his povernance,

rge at a time whm

mment decided
ing that in tha

er said Web Desk




Editor Asim Khan

The curse of narcotics

QUETTA VOICE

in Balochistan

The curse of narcotics has ruined our society, Thousands of young
people fell prey to the curse of herain during the last four decades in
Balochistan, Pakistan’s least developed province. In Quetta, it is very
difficult to walk on Jinnah Road because of the young heroin addicts
begging and snatching things on the roadside.

First, they (addicts) beg and then try to snatch anything from mobiles
to watches and purses from women. Such incidents have frequently
taken a place with addicts snatching purses, maobiles, etc, and sneaking
into the main ity nullah, which snakes through Quetta’s high-security

zone

This situation prompted the Quetta police and the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) to launch an operation in the main nullah the other
day. CTD and police claimed to have killed eight alleged drug peddlers
during an exchange of fire. This was for the first time that police and
CTD conducted such a targeted operation.

Fate of thousands of addicts is still shrouded in mystery

However, the fate of thousands of young addicts still shrouds in mys-
tery as the government is yet to make a plan for their complete rehabil -
itation. The challenge for the government is to stop the narcotics smug-
glinsrfmm Afghanistan and rehabilitate the addicts.

Officially an awareness campaign on social media, radio, newspapers,
and TV channels should be launched to create awareness among the
people about the curse of narcotics. This would be a good initiative to
prevent the vouth from falling prey to drugs.

H
1979,

ory of heroin dates back to USSR invasion of Afghanistan in

The menace of narcotics in general and heroin, in particular, dates
back to the USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan at the end of December
979

The war in Afghanistan had and has direct impacts on Pakistan in
general and Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces in partic-
ular, It is a common saying that ‘Kalashinkove and Heroin® culture is

the product of the Afghan war, which distorted the true tolerant face of

the two provinces.
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Looming threat of climate change
in Pakistan

=]

Pakistan is threatened with
the challenges of climate
change. Be it global standing
or regional  vulnerability
caused due to chmatic
threats, Pakistan 15 on cross-
mg the red lme. This 15 so

alarming as much as it 1s so

mteresting. Is there someone
looking after climate change
at the provincial or federal
level in Pakistan? There is
none|

Ministry  of  Climate
Change af the federal level 15
downplayed to act only as a
regulator and one that has the
technical capacity to still
maneuver only unto the hmi-
tations of checking the quali-
ty of ambient airs.

Similarly, at all the provin-
cial levels, there are environ-
mental protection agencies
that look after the conformi-

of environmental regula-
tions in Various Sectors con-
tributing to certain types of
pollutions. These provincial
agencies act as regulators

and with a stick they enforce
the environmen

tal laws which can cater
for only a limited version or
a speck of what forms the big
idea of climate change. At
the provincial levels [like at
the federal level, there 1s no
agency that is technically
sound, composed of sucl
professionals and equipped
with such facilities as to
counter the grand horror of
climate change

No climate change data
being collected at the provin-
cial Tevel .
_As for the data and statis-
tics, there is as much frag-
mentation an silos-
approach as much it is in the
mtergovernmental _coordina-
tion mechanism. The ques-
tion 15 not of the duarﬂu of
ampleness of data however it
15 how the data 15 made
meaningful. Not at any
provineial-level one could
ensure_that any climate-ori-
ented data is being collected
The aforementioned agencies
only ensure the qhualzly of air
by “recording the various
gaseous emissions in_the
ambient airs. The Pakistan
Metrological Centers
throughout the country pick
up conventional weather data
by various means but is hard-
ly translated into making a
meaningful  statement on
where we stand on climate
change.

As for policies, laws, rules
and regulations, we are more
affluent than the developed
nations. When it comes to
drafting policies, odes are
worth writing to our expert-
ise but when given to see
them on the ground bein
imlplemen[ed; only darkene
eu ogI:es are symphonized at
shrieks ad infimtum. The
laws are being multiplied
each day and have become as
difficuli as to remember the
exact number of laws on one
single sector. :

National  Climate
Change Policy 2012 remains
a document of the past being
pushed to nullity though it
was the vital document that
elevated the Division of
Climate  Change to
Ministry level yet the prom-
ising implementation never
has come off until this date.
Though a devolved subject
f:t_ the NCCP grants the
etgmmac% to the Ministry of
imate Change to wreathe
all the provinces together in
one_ garland of beautiful
working and legal intesra-
tion to manage the national
1ssue of chimate change,

The Climate Change Act
2017 was another move
towards climate consolida-
tion that promised to estab-
lish the Pakistan Climate
Change Authority, Climate
Change Council, and Climate
Change Fund all of which

han; kar

were last ime seen in 2017
when the said Act
passed. The wision 2030
rf\emams a virgin vision thus
ar.

Ministry  of  Climate
Change must realize that it is
the organization at the feder-
al level entirely responsible
for catering for climate
change affairs. The integra-
tion of such a central body
with the provinces would be
the next challenge given to
aver politicization of every-
ng. Climate is something
which should not be made
political though globally it is
something which has become
an element of political deci-
siveness as in the Biden-
Trump thaw

Nature and nurture along
with the potential of Pak-
Met office and reach are to
be ntegrated and enhanced
fully at the federal and
provincial levels with the
climate change organiza-
tions so formed above. The
data and statistics need to be
enhanced and made up to the
mark as being international-
ly acceptable with proper
transcriptions and applica-
tlons of date. A Iot wust be
done to keep the generalists
away from making any deci-
sions and calling the shots
and the professionals are

iven the entry who have

oth_the capacity and the
legitimacy,

The reforms industry

In Pakistan since the
coalition government has
got some space, there is a
whole reforms’ industry
that has creptup. Some of
this sentiment is quite

enuine as Pakistan has

reforms of ifs economy
for a long time. However,
the kind of narrative com-
ing out on political
reforms appears 1o be
quite rhetorical
_ Some propose replac-
ing the cxlshn‘? dparlm-
mentary form of democ-
racy with a presidential
system, while others
point out that there
should be proportional
representation instead of
the present first-past-the-
post system. Some also
state ‘that _mainstream
political parties are bein.
run as fiefdoms an
‘monarchies’, and they
should be orgamized
along ideological Tines A
few “sensible” suggestions
are also made — like
mplementing a_
campaign financing etc
My counter-guestion 10
all those coming out of
their nooks and comers
with political reforms’
ideas is whether they
have reviewed develop-
ments | in_ our
Subcontinent with an
analytical mind? | am not
suggesting | (0 corr‘:fam
Pakistan_with the West,
China, Southeast Asia,
Cuba or any rlevelolam%
countries in’ the world
am merely suggesting
viewing Pakistan in the
comparative prism
India and Bangladesh
the other two countries in
the Subcontinent, our
very immediate and natu-
ral regional competitors

India has turned into a
Hindu majoritarian coun-
try where diserimination
against minorities  is.
being embedded in the
very fabric of state and
society; Pakistan too has
suffered_similar crises
The BIP’s divisive rule is
\argigly being bankrolled
by Big Business which 1s
also the immediate bene-
ficiaries of the regime.
Yet, India’s foreign cur-
FEAICY FESEVES Were Over
3368 Billion » few days
g‘go according to Reuters.

angladesh’s  foreign
exchanﬁe FESETVES Were
over 328 billion in
Janum?_ 2023 according
to CEIC Data. Compare it
with Pakistan's close to

%4  billion  foreign
exchange reserves
presently. )

Both” India  and
Bangladesh are parl,
mentary_ democracies

with a first-past-the-post
system, and both coun-
tries have high corrup-
tion. A lot of politicians in
these two countries are
facing court cases just
like in Pakistan. So why
does the parliamenta
system work quite well
or our natural regional
partners, and not for us?
The quality of politi-
cians is neither better nor
waorse all over the South
Asian region, My mes-
sagze to the reforms’ lobby
is that if you really want
to turn things around in
Pakistan, then stop com-
ing up with lousy conjec-
tures with every passing
day and look at what it Is
that really puts the
Pakistani state apart from
India and Bangladesh. It
1s nerther the presidential
system nor proportional

representation ~ and nor
an’y of other half-baked
reforms narrative being
sprouted. The explana-
tion lies elsewhere and be
honest enough to sift
wheat from chaff.
Pakistan’s hist has
shown that a_perform-
ance-based parliamentary
democracy system works
best for the ‘country. We
are a multi-lingual, multi=
ethnic, multi- regional
country. Whenever the
country has drifted away
from ‘the parliamentary
system either in terms of
the presidential system or
in other authoritarian
forms, Pakistan had to
gy a big political price
of such” deviations. So
the parliamentary system
is indeed the glue that
holds the country togeth-
er and it should ot be
questioned by anyone try-
ing to undermine the
country under the pretext
of so-called ‘reforms’.
However, politicians
also need fo_show per-
formance and win elec-
tions on the basis of their
performance, In the past,
the PML-N did quite well
in Punjab from 2008 to
2018 in terms of its serv-
ice delivery, However,
the PPP in Sindh is stll
considered a that
has not performed in
service delivery in the
rovince despité being in
power from 2008 to pres-
ent. Voters in rural Sindh
have been voting for the
PPP because they do not
see an alternative to a
Sindh-based  national
party other than the FPP,
apart from other histori-
cal reasons. Yet, if the
PP continues to perform
low on service delivery in

Sindh, voters in Sindh
will soon look elsewhere
to someone who delivers 1y,
for them

comparison. It is also a

ig Khan

developments

Paki . &if- here are that his rank was raised to
’Em» Istan ‘Slm’ L quite a few bring divisiveness and
erent structural trajecto- ways to look at  anarchy in the country

The BIP is no real the  recent and there is lots of recerit

history

te prove this

Continuity and change

By Fogia Sadig Khan

there is at least some
sense that he is not being
favoured by institutions
in Pakistan N
In_terms of another

As far as proportional
representation is con-
cerned, 1t is indeed a fair
way to reflect voters’
preferences, and the
power of smaller parties
mereases through ~ this
system. However, due to
an increased role of
smaller parties, propor-
tional representation also
institutes much more vul-
nerable coalitions as
smaller parties _can
change their coalition
rmfmnc:; quite easily.
n a country hke Pakistan
where we desperately
need political stability —
and need political gov-
ernments and prime min-
isters to complete their
terms — proportional rep-
resentation may not work
too well.

The other_arcument is
that our political parties
are being run as personal
fiefdoms, dynasties, or
“monarchies”and whether
it can be fixed by having
parties _organized alon
rdeological lines. The P’
Started v i selol gil

an pumped

Ean‘y in Paki

¥ -corruption
ai;t;ndu. and it also pro-
clai

med to be non-dynas-
tic. But the party works as
much a personal fiefdom
and ‘monarchy” as an
other. polmca{ party. It
Just shows that “ideology”
1s a lousy explanation
Political leaders have
an_overwhelming role in
political parties due to
structural reasons. Other
countries went_through
captalist transformation
for hundreds of years and
their structures are differ-

populist party based on a
cult following, despite
some histoneal differ-

es.
One good suggestion to
come out of this political
reforms’ narrative 15 to
focus on the campaign
finance cap to cut out the
role of big money in
hijacking the electoral
rocess. The Election
ommission of Pakistan
(ECP) already has cam-
pm%n finance monitoring
guidelines that are oft
not implemented during
elections. One way to
counter is 10 instinite a
demand side corrective
mechanism
The ECP should stop
the executive from dis-
development
to MNAs and
MPAs through its elec-
tion laws just as it used to
be in the pre-1980s pen-
od in Pakistan. MNAs
and MPAs should only be
elected for legislation’and
executive oversight. All
evelopmental work
should be carried out b
local governments in col-
laboration  with  the
provineial and local gov-
emment bureaucracy.
When MNAs * and
MPAs' development
funds discretion will be
eliminated, the role of big
money in the national an
provincial _assemblies’
elections will automati-
cally decrease substan-
tially.Pakistan should fol-
low the maxim ‘if it ain’t
broke, don't fix it’. There
15 no need for a flurry of
reforms’ lobby activities,
at least.

in the country. One of
these ways is to apply the
framework of continuity
and change to analyze
them On the balance,
there has been lats of con-
tinuity and a little change
as well.

Imran Khan, the leader
of the PTI, has offered to
hold dialogue with “any-
one’ for the sake of the
development, interests
and  democracy o
Pakistan, through social
media. This is for the first
time since 2011, when
Khan was launched in a
big way on the national

political scene in the
country, that he has
offered to hold dialogue

with others without any
pre-qualifications. Khan
is known to have wrmed
back on his pronounce-
ments. It remains 1o be
seen whether this dia-
logue offer materializes
info something concres
by the time you are read-
ing this article

is recent offer to
hold dialogue by Khan is
a welcome chgq?ga. Even
if he is disqualified (there
does not seem to be a
chance of it happening
iven how leniently he is
eing treated) for which
there are lots of solid
rounds both in the
oshakhana case and the
foreign prohibited fund-
g case, he still remains
a hational popular leader.
It is true that Khan was
faunched by intemal and
external power circles to
eliminate the two estab-
lished political parties.
Some go as far as stating

assertion as well

" There is an urgent need
for a new politico-eco-
nomic charter between all
political parties and other
stakeholders in the state
ﬁd society of Pakistan,

well. However, o
introduction of the PTI as
a new political force,
there is a need for a new
charter. It is hoped Khan
does not keep the sco

of his negotiations with
the governiment limited 10
elections. There is a need
for a broad-based politi-
cal and economic charter
by which all stakeholders
need to abide by for the
next 10 or 20 years. This
is why this offer by Khan
to hold dialogue,” if not
reversed, is such an
important new develop-

meni =
In terms of continuity,
the rule-of-law instit-
tions in Pakistan have
continued to treat Imran
Khan extremely leniently
as they did in the past.
That is tantamount to
travesty of justice. There
are two systems of rule of
law: one tailored-made
for influentials like Khan
wl ridiculously
favourable behaviour is
adopted towards him;
second for the teemin,
millions of the poot e
helpless who Face the
brunt of the law and state
on a daily basis and get
dis-empowered by it. It is
about time this preferen-
tial mould in Imran’s
favour is broken and

continuity, we are cur-—
rently in the 23rd IMF
programme. There is a
reasonable commental
on the completion of the
latest review of the IMF
and the harsh conditional-
ities that the Fund has
imposed on the people of
the country.

What amazes me abaut
the IMF conditionalities
for Pakistan is that they
always want to raise the
prices of fuel, hike the
interest rates and devalue
the currency, but why
don’t they léverage their
immense” power (o con-
trol the purse stings of
Pakistan to call for
reforms that will lead to
long-term  growth and
development in the coun-
ty? Some would say that
the IMF’s job is only
macroeconomic stabiliza-
tion and not growth
However, if they hope to
receive back their loans
from Pakistan, they
should know that increas-
Ing prices and creating
inflation only hurt ordi-
nary people, and that a
call for reforms will put
the country on the trajec-
tory of sustainable

=
" lﬁF conditionalities

retard growth in Pakistan
and trap the country in a
never-ending boom-and-
bust cycle.  And  the
sequencing of the reforms
is such it always leads to
a cut in the development
expenditure of the coun-
try, which translates into
retarding any progress on
social development and
makes the lives

Facing future floods safely

Pakistan's floods of

22 were the latest.
and most damaging
et, addition to the
1 history of floods
in the count s the
muddy waters slowly
recede, the need for
spccdmg up action to
face future floods
stands clear.

Floods have been the
most frequent natural
disaster mn Pakistan
Yet, decisions for land-
use and habitation do
not reflect this reality
The rising intensity of
floods has been con-
current  with  an
inereasing oﬁulalmn
in the flood plamns of
the Indus river. It is
this confluence of
water and people in
floodplains that creates
the tragedy of lost lives
and Emperly. The flood
of 2022 has led to
reported losses of over
1700 Tives, affected 33
million people, and
incurred “damages of
over  $40 illion

to 11.5%
national

DP). The fload o
2010 led to a loss of
over 1200 hives, loss of
homes for over 14 mil-
lion people, and dam-
ages of over $43 bil-
Tion. The flood of 1992
led to a loss of 2000
lives, affected more
than © 3 million people
and incurred damages
of over 1 billien dol-
lars. This list continues
on. Each was declared
the worst flood in
Pakistan’s history.
Each was unprecedent-
ed at its time of occur-
rence, There 15 prece-
dent for unprecedented

floods in the country.

1t is time to focus on
setting a different kind
of precedent one
with a clear focus on
elevating the saic't_r of
people m rural, flood
prone areas, and ele-
vating the well-being
of farmers who bear
the most losses.

The prevailing mind-
set afpﬂeod manage-
ment has to change In
the past, money has
been poured in build-
ing levees and flood
ratection infrastruc-
ure, and then again on
re-building higher and
reinforcing more the
structures  to ““fight”
the next flood after
each cycle of levee
reachgs, infrastruc-
ture failure, and devas-
tation of lives and
%Saperues. Gilbert

hite, a prominent
20th century geogra-
pher, noted  this
adverse cycle, and
advocated Forinclud-
g the role of humans
i damages resulting
from natural disasters.

e warned about the
Lra%v of building levees,
followed by eventual
breaching and flood-

and then rebuild-
g again, with increas-
ing level of damages in
each flooding episode.
The so-called “levee
effeet”,  empirically
abserved in  several

fed

led to mereasmg levels
of flo mages. This
15 dug to flood protec-
tion infrastructure cre-
atmg a perception of

flood security, leading
to relaxation of rules
for land-use and con-
struction over fime,
and increasing density
of habitation.  This
results In greater expo-
sure of lives and prop-
erties to floods. It is
ime to see and stop
this cycle. This can be
done "if policymakers
and people récognise
the tole of human deci-
S10Ns 1IN conmh.unng o
the disaster. When we
recognise responsibili-
ty for our actions, we
gain  agency  for
change.
Wﬁal are the changes
needed? First, a con-
ception of flood securi-
ty as the emergent out-
come ansing from
interactions of people
with their environ-
ment. These interac-
tions_are governed by
physical laws of nature
and institutions (poli-
cies, rules and norms)
umans
is a need to
structure these interac-
tions m particular ways
in order to be able to
steer emergent level of
flood_secunity towards
a desirable state
ccond, a systems
approach for address-
ing the complex chal-
enge 15 needed
Establishing a ‘goal-
seeking’ system struc-
ture to aftain desired
targets of flood safety
is important. It entails
setting clear and shared
Foa]a having sensors
or measuring the state
of flood security, hav-
ing accurate and timely
gommunication of that
information to relevant

actors, having a
process that assesses
the situation (condi-
tion) based on the
mformation, and hav-
ing  decision-makers
with necessary authori=
ty that take corrective
action. If all of these
elements zIm: inked
appropriately, to pro-
duce a Feedgack struc-
ture at district, provi
cial and federal levels
and function with nec-
essary s;ﬁee an
resources, then level of
flood security can rise.
Presently,” agencies
and organisations exist
that monitor and fore-
cast weather, forecast
floods, conduct disas-
ter risk management
and isaster
TESPONSE. However,
shared goals of flood
safety ~are absent.
Additionally, compo-
nents that produce
information _at local
levels at required times
are absent or inade-
quate.  Additionally,
compenents that have
the = authority and
resources to tike con
rective action are lac
ing These deficiencies
can  be essed.
Goals and targets for
flood safety can be
instituted and adopted
from federal to district
levels. Necessary links
that connect eXisting
agencies can be estab-
lished Sensing an
monitoring, such as
through
updated flood-ris|
ma}g: can be generated
at tehsil and building
lot-level. These can be
shared with the public
(to mform property

owners and residents
of their flood risks) as
well as to inform pub-
lic officials in land-use

rural areas can be put
i place, and early
warning systems can
e _ mstalled.
Community education
programmes that raise
awareness about safety
and evacuation proce-
dures can be conduct-
ed. Actions for effi-
cient drammage and
storm water passage
can_be taken Flood
resilient designs and
construction, and aid
for households to live
in lower risk areas can
be provided. Financial
solutions, such as
funds in which land
owners contribute
towards flood loss
compensation  when
needed, can be created.
Such Iiteral ‘rainy-day
funds” can be drawn up

at ime o
need.Overall, re%um
processes for short-
term  and long-term
flood nisk assessment
and corrective actions
can affect flood securn-
ty in positive ways.

iese actions are not
as costly as some ma
think High resolution,
frequently  updated,
land imagery from
earth-observirig satel-
lites has been available
for free for more than a
decade. National agen-
cies and universities
within Pakistan have
capacity for geospatial
data analysis and flood
risk mappmg.

=

Exploring
careers

ay 4 -
Thursday
turned into
memorable
. day in my
life as one of my big

dreams came true in the
form  of _Pakistan's
largest job fair held at
the Karachi Expo Centre
with the aim to connect
Jjob seekers with poten-
tial employers across the
country. am highly
ﬁraleful to  Chairman
EC Dr Mukhtar and
Governor State Bank
Jameel Ahmed, who
have whole-heartedly
supported the Pakistan
Hindu Council for this
noble cause.
Undoubtedly, the
majority of the talented
youth of Pakistan are
interested in trying their
luck abroad. However,
during my conversations
with senior officials of
various government and
business  institutions,
they always looked for
n fesources {0
achieve their organiza-
‘tional goals, That 1s why
every Sunday national
newspapers are full of
all kinds of job adver-
tisements.  Similarly,
various recruitment
websites and job portals
are advyertising_various
vacancies with good
salaries in accordance
t"h the current job mar-
et

When anyone tells me
that there are no jobs in
Pakistan, 1t always
makes me think a lot” 1
did a lot of research on
this, discussed the issue
with recruitment experts
of warious institutions,

and exchanged views
with the HEC and vari-
ous universities' senior
officials. 1 came to the
conclusion that the real
issue 1s the right person
at the right place for the
right job. Many talented
young people holding
degrees in their hands
are approaching institu-
tions where they are not
needed while many
institutions are not get-
ting suitable candidates
with the required quali-
fications and expertise.
Such a eritical situation
imevitably has a negative
impact not only on our
national economy but
also results in severe
problems in failing
desired outcomes

Ongoing rampant
inflation and unemploy-
ment are also causing
mental siress, especially
among the educated
youth. Currently, several
economic activities have
been severely affected
due to unfavourable con-
ditions_at the national
level. The financial cri-
sis has a direct impact
on jobs as well, due to
which university stu-
dents are facing various
concerns including
uncertainty about their
future.

The Pakistan Hindu
Council decided to
organize a grand event
in the form of the Job
Fair and Education Expo
2023 in Karachi, the
business o
Pakistan, 5o that national
and international institu-
1I0Ns can apprise univer-
sity students and unem-
ployed  people about
vacancies they have at

the moment

When 1 finalized the
date to organize the job
fair in the last days of
March this year, we had
only one month in front
of us, in which office
hours  timings during
Ramazan, Eidul Fitr an
Ist May holidays were
major challenges
However, due to tireless

rk day and night, we
achieved our target in a
short period of time to
get confirmations from
more than recruit-
ment / HR professionals
belonging to 120 nation-
al international
organizations. On_ the
occasion, up to 12,000
students of public and

rivate  universities
jocated in  Karachi,
Hyderabad and different
regions of the country
also {uinad the event
actively to explore dif-
ferent career opportuni-
ties. Even students
studying in remote areas
of the country requested
if they could” participate
onling. It is a matter of
pride that national media
in the news bulletins and
reports termed the PHC
{o fair as one of the
argest mega events of
the country.

In my view, the youth
of our country is our
most important  and
valuable asset. It is our
national duty to provide
full guidance to our
youth and supg‘u[( them

d on their own
feet so that they can con-
tribute to our country’s
economy, national
development and pros-
gerhy in the best possi-

le manner
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Major industries
witness a 9.39pc
decrease in production

[SLAMABAD: A
decrease of 939
has been witnessed in the
production  of  major
industries during the first
ten months of the current
fiscal year, it was learnt
on Friday

Acoordlng to _ the
details, & decreasa of 9.39
per cent has been wit-
nessed in the uction
ofmajurlndu,smes during

the first ten months of the
currem fiscal year as

e to the previous

year, there was adecmse
of 0.7 per cent in the

duction of major il ns-

es.

The_statistics depart-
ment has provided the
figures of the production,
according to_ which the

ction of the auto-
mobile sector decre:

a
the production
of |he texnle sector by

ﬁer cent, pharma-
ceunc by 24 26 per
co

Bureau of  Statistics

BS), there has been a

lecrease of 8.52 per cent
in the uction
industries during the ten
months, while the pro-
duction of the timber

11.24 per
cem There _has_been a
de:rease of 27.65 per cent
n the production of com-
pul.er electronics, and
optical products and a
decrease of 13.05 per cent
in the production of elec-
trical equipment, INP

Muslim world must
focus to produce skilled
youth as per market
trends: Dr. Hathal

ISLAMABAD:
President, ]memnonal

as said that education

us]
produce  skilled
ipped with Imow
modern market s
This was stated h him
was speaking at tlle din-
ner reception hosted by
him in honour of media
fraternity here at Faisal
Masji campus.
attendees included anchor
persons, Editors, article
wmen and veteran media

The participants agreed
that youth were the real
powér to bring positive
change in the society a
institutions

eduwnonal

must focus on producing
skilled gmdunm The
dinner reception partici-
ants  opined I.hal
‘akistani youth, if pro-
vided best Eﬁdmw and
education, potential

lo chnnge the fate of
anrlenl UL, Hathal
Alotaibi.

mou otai
Bresigent U said that it
a nation has a well-edu-

cated & nurtured youth,
nothing can bar it to
achieve the destination of
E’ at and success.

e called for the mean-
ingful role of educational
institutions urging those
toberelevanllutlle needs

Talkm% about the uni-
versity, its new approach
and initiatives, D thal
said he was proud to
serve this university that
hxs a unuﬂe distinction
uslim world.
He appnsed of the varsi-
ty’s new strategic j‘la“'
recent reforms and its
academic and infrastruc-
tural achievements.
He said at the varsity
leadership has achieved
the millstones of di nzzl-

tion and initiatives
onling and open dlslanoe
learning ave  been

versity has completed a
comprehensive project of
Campus  Management
System as well as in the
academic excellence,
IIUL has been put on the
right track as it is shining
in all the leading ranking
across the globe. Talki

about the mfms!mcm
development he briefed
that university has just

rated two academ-
ks while construc-
on work is in process on
|he hbrarr building and

inau
c blocl

nu:dmﬁ the ITUT Presicent
d there is dire need to

outh to handle

ese forums in positive
manner. He said the stu-
dents are well updated
nowadays therefore new
and modern teaching
techniques are the prereg-
uisites for the academic
excellence.

Dr. Hathal said he has
directed all the faculties
ta have comprehensive
dallbenlahnn on pmpanng

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi

ISLAMABAD: Surprisingly,
a US G s1onal Cl'pn itk

Artificial Intelligence Education Foundation (AIEF), .ng( Aiwan-e-Sadr.
The unwise pursuit, as
Washington’s bid to include
India in NATO Plus

between the United States and
the C i of China.

Pak-Iran
bilateral
political
consultations
begin on Today

ISLAMABAD:The 12th round
of two-day Pakistan-Iran Bilateral

Al Baghen Kani will lead the
lmmﬂn side;
While reviewi Bress on
implementation declsl of last
session, the meeting will review all
aspects of Pakistan-Tran bilateral
relations vang
nomic, trade, It
securif edm:amm,chmale changg
and culture domains.
The two sides will also hold dis-
cussions on regional situation par-
ticularly Afghanistan, Kashmir,
resumption of lrm—Swdl Arabia
diplomatic ties and regional ﬁeac
and stability. The muhngm also

‘meetin, wtl- a delegation l'rvm

extremely quesucmble

P; hi It seems to be a_calculated
's recent recommendation to led by Chairman Mike eﬂ"ml to stren en the military | discuss progress on msnnmunal
include India in the "NATO  Gall and Rankin, Melnher influence of the United Statés | frameworks 1o

Plus” alliance Raja  Krish:

raises questions
about global defense equﬂ

namoorthi, over.
fi- whalmmgiy adopled a_mpclmy

cooperation in aﬁ areas dl' nﬁ

and its allies, thereby exerting
Interest.

control over regions of strategic

“"ihe tming of thi I, gt st e o pee
e timing of this eterrence, includin ates an_agenda ominance
ust ahead gnt' [ndmgr Bnmz stre: th:e'mng NAT Plus m rather |ha?f fostering _genuine DI.ISt &
|m‘i'|erhNarvndru 'll\dodlfs v'nimt chh'l' le India. lobal defense aoopehratuon h d
o ‘ashington, as urther s move to
incarporate India inte NATO thunderstorm

added a thicl Iayer of curiosity

plan t establish a NA’I%lEmsm

over these questions, according  Plus, which is ostensibly aimed  office in Tokyo is nearing final- 3 H H
to a report Imhed'b Gwadar at creating deterrence against ization, underscoring a concern- rain I'Ikely m
Pro on Fri China, appears to be an attempt  ing wave of NATO's e\panslon S‘ dh
“NATO us” is a USHed, to further consolidate US. hege-  into Asia, instigated by the belli- n ')
sist-  mony and encircle potential cose factions  within  the

defens <
ng m° all NATUmhem and

American establishment.

Balochistan,

nvals.
five other nations: Australia, While touted as a mechanism s move signals an escala- 2
Japan ]srnel New and, and to ensure Taiwan's territorial  tion of America’s interventionist Punjah
mmgmy in the face of direct agenda, driven by a desire to
t Comminee threats, the real motive behind exent control and influence in

‘l‘h Hou Selec
on the Strategic Compemmn

Zong 4G celebrates first successful
completion of women digital program

LAMABAD: Zong 4G, in  inaugurated in December 2022,
collaboration with aklstan The Graduation Ceremony
Bait ul Mal (PBM) also celebrated the achieve-

Ministry of Povs Allevla(on ments of

}!.nd‘:t Social Snfery [MOPASS]

such a proposition remains  the region.

women from
M’s Vocational centers who
had skilfully crafied handmade

ISLAMABAD:Dust and thun-

derstorm-rain_with isolated hewy
falls and hailstorm expect
mdh st and South B: oclmun.
Fper and Central  Punjab,
Islamabad, Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Khy%er
Pakhtunkhw:

wa.
Intense dust-storm and thunder-
storm and rain heavy to very heavy
scwered rain with extremely
vg at times 15 expected n lower
Sindh. Dust-storm and dust raisin,

opportunities for all. “We firm-

Iy believe that empowering
0men 1s crucial for a progre

sive and inclusive society.

curriculum Fh the digital lab and winds are likely over plain areas
the contempor: “ﬂeds Ceremuny at Zong headquar- sleeves for the company's vuc:ucna ves, weaim (o | the country Temperature of some
that il be implanted to | ters, celebrating the achieve- Snsnmahnhry Report for the equip women with the neces- | major cities recorded on Friday
have the WSWGIIVC ments of the fii %)N;Iums of year 2022, showcasing their sary skills to excel in lh:dlgllal marning.

results. He alsa spoke on | the center's Digital Program. creativity, skill, and craftsman-  era, opening doors to better Islamabad _twenty-three

the recent three years The talented individuals sue-  shi opportunities and a bnghtn centigrade, Lahore twenty-five,
new journey cessfully completed the com- fi of future,” he added. ch i lhmy. Peshawar twenty-
success. He said a united prehensive traming ram to  were awarded to all deserving  The digital lab. will continue twenty-two, les-t
team effort has addressed | Bain valuable skills in various attendees, acknowledging their provide women with essen- ﬂﬂd M\lmfﬁ“ﬁbﬂd twenty-one and

number of challenges and
joint efforts are bringing
desired results. He spe-
cially mentioned of the
Puluslum yout[lgmaddmg

poten-
nal to rise and university
1 focusing on making
them an exqulsl(e INP

% lj.l‘! ....‘,Ir

protest outside QPC.

QUE'ITA.Actmsw of Young Nursu Association Baluchlstan hold

Speaker NA expunges
Asif’s remarks about
VCs of varsities
after apology

ISLAMABAD: aswell”
Speaker National The defence minister
Assembly ja Pervez said that he msPec ted
Ashraf e
remarks  of ~Muslim and teachers.
League-Nawaz (PML-N) He admitted that cor-
leade: Defence  ruption has become a tra-
Minister Klmwaja Asif  dition
about chancellors There is more
universities in his budget  educational institutions
speech after he tendered  than this House. “In my
apology on ﬁ > :geme.ch, I was talking
During the MNational about rampant corruption
ssembly session, in every field of life. 1
Khawaja Asif tcndemri was talking about it” Asif

apology for callm§
vlce chancellors
hﬂ\lrlng
H= said, “1 seek apcﬂo—
% for using this word
about the vice chancel-
. Request (I!al the

word be ex)
the assembly?:nrgceed.mg;

rDh-

[n his remarks Spe.nker
Raja Pervez Ashraf sai

Hi
“I did not hear you
speech myself. T canie m
know about it from news
lished in newspapers.
expunge the word and

request all members
carefully select words
while s on_the
" he
maintained.

The speaker appreci
ed IAsl for tenderin

to vice chans
lors, ﬁnng the Nauonal
Assembly session,
Khawu]a Asif tendered
4 for zalhn% the
vice chancellors

apoloy for usmg this
word about the vice chan-
cellors. Request that the
word be expunged from
the assembly proceedi
as  well"The defence
minister said that he
respected  educational
institutions an
teachers.

igital domains, Gwadar Pro
reported on Friday this
initiative aims to provide
women with essential digital
skills and empower them to

thrive in the digital age.
“the-art digital
power-

excepti
dedication to pers:
and development.

The state-
lab at PEM’s women em
ment center in Isl

achievements and

Speakmg at_the cergmony,
Zong 4G’s official s
son expressed the company’s
commitment to women empow-
erment and emphasized the

(ul digital skllls, empowering | Murree fifteen degree centi d
growth  them 13 beco W?"im.:ﬁ According fo weather
PlﬂBm Paklstﬂnsdlgl econ- | of Met Office for Indian Mlegaily ally
equipping women with Qccupied Jammu a.nd Kashmir,
ﬁnolyoglc proficiency, thws cloudy weather with ces of
mmalive aims 10 rain wlth wind and thunderstorm is
i gyt awnl o | B0 1o Lkl vl
and enablee women fo pursuc | Baramulla while perly

was of p

Latif Khosa’s house
comes under
attack in Lahore

LAHORE: Unidentified armed men
former_governor Punjab and senior_la

Khosa's house in Defence area of Lal
Thursday night

Detailing the firing incident, the senior lawyer
said he remained safe in the attack while his driver
sustained bullet wounds,

Latif Khosa said some unidentified persons

ened fire at
er Latif
ore late

opened fire at his residence which was intense
that bulletscrenatrated the main gate and hit the cars
parked inside the house due to which his driver got
injured

ollowmg the attack, Chaudhry Aitzaz Ahsan
reached Khosa's house to express solidarity with
him. Ahsan demanded the immediate arrest of the
attackers.SP Cantt Owais Shafez&ue along with a
heavy contingent of police reachs e of for-
mer Governor Punj I)nh Latif Khosa al‘ter |he Frm%
incident, The initial report about the incident reveal
fuslal and riffle were used in firing at the senior
awyer's house in Lahore. Seven shells of the bul-
lets have been found b
side Khosa's house, IN

Pakistan's Zaheer
Ahmed wins US award
for anti-human
trafficking efforts

NEW YORK: The United State has honoured a
Paklmm officer, Zaheer Ahmed, with & prestigious in
ition of his tireless efforts to curb human traf-
fckm,gzaheer Ahmed, who is cumently serving as
muty Inspector General in Pakistan’s Pohoe Service,
reviously served as Direcior of the Federal

the investigators from out-

lnuesu ive Agency’s (FIA) Anti-Human Smugglin;
Unit, \!u:ls : 3 with the 2023 Tmﬁ'ldu%ls o
Persons Re Hero award at a ceremony US

Secretary Antony Blinken presented lhe awards togi hl
recipients, Im“JUydl Mr med TIP repurlgls
released by L% annually. Thmn the tireless
efforts ufhnsAnn Human Smuggli . Mr Ahmed

ed drive the modernization of Pakistan's anti-traf-
I'lcfmg and anti-smuggling laws and the formulation

and mplememauon of a National Action Plan to
ombat Human Trafficking and Migrant Smn ling.
His team's efforts laid the grow rdwodk For the Foders]

Cabinet’s approval in 2021 of bylaws to lhz zms laws
«on human trafficking and migrant smuggling INP

Wani urges US President,
raise Kashmir issue with Indian

ISLAMABAD: The
Chairman _of Kashmir
Institute of International
Relauons, Altaf Hussain

has conveyed his

27" comcea o
United States President
Joe Biden and other offi-
cials the administra-
tion about Indian pm-mer
Narendra Modi! :Su

ing wisit to the
ng 1o Kashmir
Medin  Service, Altaf
Hussain Wani in a joint
commum%ue addressed

to the S president,
Conglessmen Sml tors
s of the

sla(e depanmem said,

Bgfmfom'ke “(;I:Il a red
) T il ian pre-
mlrgr“ they shoul l%rk
into acwum the I‘m that
Modi 1s the man who is
censored as a “Hero of
hatred and  killer of

ris."

'Modl a longtime
Hindu nauunahsl, 18,
person who for nearly a
decade was prohnbmd
from setting foot on US
soil because of his role in
the deadly wviolence in
Gujrat that _consumed
thousands of innocent
lives",

I is under his rule
that hate crimes against

minorities in lndln have
skyrocke(ed l: per—
cent tide of
antis Mnshm hal.e XENo-
bia and Islamophobia
v?r:ethm ]nd;nhsoueqy is
the result of hate propa-
Fan m}) gmrhe
any as
well as anti-] Mnsqun Iaw:
and policies passed ol
proposed in many state:
mc udmg a-ccupl

'" “eosdua'isi hi: th
is -the

BJ‘P Im said waggnyml-
dv onsible for the fast
nnratmg political and
human rights situation in

Congressmen to

premier during his visit to US

the LI'N Iemgmsed dis- cum lete siege and hap-

erritory of Jammu nshmms who were
and K ushm vm.u.ul y c:% in
Rel'emng to the RS§ ses reeled under cur-
influenced regime’s mus-  few and clampdown for
cular policy on Kashmir, more than 14 months.
Wani said on S August Essential  fundamental
2019, the M weri-  freedoms were suspended
ment, in brazen violation and social litical
of the United Nations gnd economic [ife of the
Sewnty Cuum:ll resdu Kashmiris remained crif
tion, oved callfy suppressed,” the M—
tenuoua blll umled tolhe said,
revocation of Kashmir's Thousands of
special status and disso- Kashmiris, he said, were
lution of the_ state into arrested and faced harass-
two ul||0l| territones.” ment and mpnmnmem
"Before embarking on  "Political

ac s,
Trwyere. itiall Eanns
owners, journalists. INP

its amhnmus mission, the
Modi government lad a

ding equal

QUETTA: A man run during rain in provincial capital.

Senate passes
amendment in Election
Act 2017, abolishes
lifetime
disqualification

ISLAMABAD:

The

orders of the Supreme

The House also pa:sod

Sznale on Friday passed Cmnmhnghocm 5, unanimousl
hlll in the to Article lembers the Senme
Eleclmn Act 2017 with 62-1F, the disqualifica- Salaries and Allowances
m ity, ab tion II be fur Bill 2023 The  bill

Ve years
y Il be

and th

Inwmkers ehgﬂ:le 1o wnwesl eleo—
Article 82 (1) (f). tions and become a mem-
The bill moved by the ber of the Parliament or
Minister of State for Law  provincial assemblies, the
Shahadat Awan contains amendment in
an amendment to the

Elections Act 2017.

wutdmg 1o the pi
posed amendment, d:s-
qualification of the law-
maker will be wnsldcmdh

ment to the Elections Act
201

According to the
osed ame%dmem '31'.?
qualification of the law-
maﬂ:er will be considered
r 5 years where the
tenure of the punishment
is not specified in the
constitution, The sections
of the act will be applica-
ble where the tenure and
the procedure of disquali-

fication are not clear.
The disqualification of
the person will be consid-
for five years on the
orders of the Supreme
Court or high courts,

M
m N Tara
that under_ this bill,
Election Commission of
Pakistan will now be able
to announce the dates for
the general elections.
Former prime mlmswr
Yusuf

ek

ile supporting the lull
said that the bill is tanta-
mount to protec €
future generations of
Pakistan_

is not specified in the

constituti e sections

of the act will be lppllca-

ble where the tenu

the procedure of dnsqnah-

fication are not cleas
dlsquallﬁcmon of

will be consid

the consid-
J?Sr five years on the

QUETTA: Activates of Jnmt-olslami hold p;wmt against Karachi
Mayor Election outside QPC.
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Shazia Marri terms BISP model of social
protection for developing world

BERLIN: Federal Minister and Chairperson Benazir Income qurun Fmgmmmc_(BlSP{ Ms. Shazia Marri has  including the World Bank and German Development Partner GLZ, for hosting an event on such an important sub-
termed the BISP a model of social protection providing financial assistance to nine million women heads of 'hm She acknowl Pakistan’s vulnemhllllg to climate hazards, citing the examples of last year's devastating
households under Benazir Kafaalat. R oods and the ongoing threat of a cyclone BIPA seting Pakistan and neighboring India.

s Marri informed that in addition to Benazir Kafaalat, under Benazir Nashunama, 710 thousand lactating The closing session was moderated by Ms. Conny CZ{H\UC“, an Ind:f)endem International Moderator and jour-
mothers and their children under two years of age are being supplied with food supplements to overcome malnu-  nalist, Other speakers, inter alia, included Ms. Svénja Schulze Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and
trition among them, . R . . . Development, BMZ; Ms. Esther Scharing, Social Protection Advisor, GIZ; Mr, Colin Andrews, Program

While speaking during a panel discussion at the closing session of the “Global Forum on Adag_lwc Social  Manager, World Bank; Mr. EI Hadji Ndiogou Diouf In her talk, Shazia Marn sﬁwe@ light on the climate vulnera-
Protection” Protecting lives and livelihoods in times of erisis” in Berlin, Germany on Friday, the Chairperson G i
BISP said that since its inception in 2008, the Programme had greatly contributed towards uplifting the socio-eco- 2022, and most recently last ear, adlding that approximately 33 million people were displaced, with 6000

omic of the d and ly marginalized segments of the society, particularly the regnant women directly affected due to flood 2022, However, our coalition government, through the BISP, dis-
women . A ursed a_cash assistance of over Rs 70 billion among 2.8 million families affected by these floods, she

The BISP is an ideal model of social protection that could be emulated in other parts of the world as well, main-  expressed.Highlighting the significance of coordination, Shazia Marri emphasized that BISP was working close-
ly in the developing natiens, she expressed. - ly with provincial setups on social safety initiatives to maximize the benefits extended to the marginalised and

Shazia Marri expressed gratitude to the German Government, specifically Minister Schulz, and other partners,  poorest segments of society INP

Center for Marine
Sciences to get

established by Uni
of Gwadar

ISLAMABAD; The University of Gwadar decided
to establish a China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) Study Center and a Center for Marine Affairs
and Marine Sciences

In this regard, the University of Gwadar's third syn-
dicate meeting was held at the higher education com-
mission regional centre Quetia with Vice Chancellor
Professor Dr Abdul Razzaq Sabir in the chair.

“The syndicate besides a few new teaching depart-
ments decided to establish a CPEC study center and a
Center for Marine Affairs and Marine Sciences,” said
an official statement issued after the meeting.

According to Gwadar Pro, the meeting among oth-
ers was attended by syndicate members including
UG's Pro Vice-Chancellor Proferssor Dr Syeﬁ
Manzoor Ahmed, Secretary Colleges & Higher and
Technical Education Balochistan, Hafiz Abdul Majid
Bohair, Registrar Dolat Khan, Director Finance Shafi
Muhammad, acting Dean faculty of Management

Page #04

ity Taced by Pakistan She said, the couriiry has experienced devastating flaods 1y he past, including in 2010,

L -~ -

Dr Jan Mubammad and acting controller Examination
Dr Kambar Faroog

he UG's registrar presented the agenda of the
meeting before the house for deliberation and deci-
sions

The forum discussed each agenda in detail and
decided an important matters such as launching new
programs and granting approval to regularize the
services of contract employees who have fulfilled all
recruitment procedures and completed their probation
periods.

The members deliberated and resolved all the
immediate issues related to the academic, administra-
tive, and finances of the university
. The house confirmed the minutes of the 15t meet-
ing of the Syndicate, the 3rd meeting of the academic
council, the 3rd meeting of the Finance and Planning
Committee for the Budget Estimates of FY 2023-24,
and the Annual Report of the University for the year

e . = _ Sy
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review progress
regarding ongoing Mega Development Projects.

ANF thwarts NA continuing discussion

drug trafficking, | ,, hydeet for year 2023-24
Seizes 84kg Of ISLAMABADg The y

tion work in the flocd affected

narcotics National Assembly (NA) is areas. Sciences, Commerce and Social Sciences Professor 2023 INP
continuing discussion on’ the Minister of State for Finance | 5—m———7——
RAWALPINDI:  Anti-Narcotics Ayesha Ghous Pasha said the | Police raid my

budget forlhe%_?ar 2023-24. At
the outset, the

Pakistan is responsible

Force (ANF) conducted a major ouse prayed to  federal government has fully

house, take

crackdown on drug trafficking, seized | Allah Almighty to keep all the supported rescue, relief and .
o total of 34 Kilogams of hetging, | Muslims safe. from all. acer. rehabililation activities in the away two country, our defence assets in
h!\ccqrdmg to 1 &'A‘Nl} ]gpﬁk:?‘ugan. dents 1aa_d tragedies including ﬂ%ud ahf_fccled arefs. it vehicles: %

1l ean_(\ l)ﬂ[DM_lEO icials launched an | natural 1sasters, n 15 remarks, elence . -

Operon st the Smasains o | "t Wigng part i the dis- Mansir Khowss Mohammsd | Qaisor safe hands: Senate informed
drugs from Afghanistan 10 vanious | cussion, Rommna Khurshid  Asif asked the educational

cities of Pakistan, including Peshawar, | Ajam said the government has ISLAMABAD: The Senate was ha!ﬁ improve the econom:

¥.
assed

institutions to focus on teach- o informed .on. Foday: that: Paltistan:i Senate  tod Ty

Punjab, and Sindh, resulling in the | presented a people centric and  ing of moral values to the WABI (Pakistan | informec on Fricay fa Faastan iz 2 B L o
i i ilog 4 pe Tehreek-e-Insaf PTI) | responsible country, our defence assets  Elections Amendment Bill 2023". The
seizure'of staggering 84 Kilograms of | Rl thinking budget while youth. Lot B ] Bl Bill which was moved by the erof

keeping in mind both the short
and long term measures
Alluding to the challenges
faced by the country, she
stressed that more resources
should be allocated to deal
with the issue of climate
change.She said there is also a  1s a fact that corruption has
need to encourage the farmers  become rampant ifi out society.
to shift to smart farming in On the request of the
order to enhance the productiv-  Defence Minister, the Speaker
ity of the agriculture sector. expunged the words that were
Ghulam ~ Mustafa  Shah wused  against the Vice
emphasized accelerating the Chancellors from the proceed-
reconstruction and rehabilita-  ings of the House INP

Firdous terms May 9
incidents as political

He also apologized over the
remarks that he made against
the Vice Chancellors the other
day saying that he respects the
teachers and educational insti-
tutions _from the core of his
heart. He, however, said that it

State for Law Shahadat Awan contains
amendments in the Elections Act 2017
Talking about the Bill, Minister for
Law Azam Nazeer Tarar said that under
this bill, the Election Commission of
Pakistan will now be able to announce
the dates for the general elections.
Former Prime Minister Syed Yusuf
Raza Gilani while supporting the bill
said that the bill is tantamount to pro-
tecting the future generations of
Pakistan_ The House also passed unani-

heroin

The ANF officials disclosed that six
kilograms of heroin were confiscated
from a suspe l?p chended near
Charsadda Road in Peshawar.

During an investigation the suspect
revealed that the resident of Peshawar
involved in the drug smuggling activi-
ties and more drugs can be found near-

houses, acting swiftly on this cru-
cial information,” an ANF team con-
ducted a raid at a nearby house, lead-
ing to the recovery of an additional 78
kilograms of heroin from the upper
floor of the premises.

e ANF officials stated that the
house had been utilized by the suspect
as a storage facility for narcotics.
result of these successful operations, a
case has been registered against the
suspect under the Anti-Narcotics
ActINP

National Assembly (NA' Replying to the questions raised by
B e Botter e | senator Meshtaq Ahmad Khan during
that an illezal raid was | debate on the next year's budget,
carried out by the police | Mimister for Law Azam Nareer Tarar
at his house in Swabi and | 5¢1d we have the capacity to defend our
Were forcibly taken away | motherland. He said under the austerity
sl ¥ | measures, o member of the cabine is
o _ | taking salary Taking part in the discus-
Asad Qaiser in a stafe- | (o fisfiaq Ahmiad Khan said that the
\;l‘an ,\Lsaeded; 1€ | chare of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the
ilegal r?l‘" 1 ‘sh ’%‘ST National Finance Commission should be
In Swabi despite the Dail | siven well in time as it is directly linked
in all the fake FIRs from | with the lives of the people. Heaskedto mously "The Members of the Senate
the concerned courts. exempt erstwhile FATA from taxes for  Salariés and Allowances Bill 2023". It
He said that during the | more ten J‘ears_Rima Maghoo! said the was  moved Senator  Kauda
{gﬂ{ ‘a}“:a)foll\“?g {2ﬁ|§£ latest oil deal with Russia will definitely ~ Babar.INP

from his house. ¥

PTI senior leader stated
that despite the bail in all
the fake FIRs from the
concerned  courts, the
sanctity of boundary wall
was being violated, which

5

Cyclone Biparjoy

death of PTI1

was a violation of basic
human rights and Pakhtun
traditions

Weakells after LAH Istehgam-e-

ORE: .
Pakistan Tehreek (IPT) le will con-

I;a;}\ﬁcreason of our hardships. “Qur stru

s eader, leader further said
ramming Fgrdnus Ashlq;\wan has termed  that on May ?j‘ menulgems.nl‘ g;“:;gﬂ;&;{z:‘ms?&
. 9 . e el ; y
India’s coast | {5im yshom spoiieal  marys e descemid Wi | o
; Insaf (PTE) wl ey perspestive of IPT was 10 | OISR,
KARACHI: Cyclone Biparjoy | emergence of IPT, stabilize the country and one %
slammed into the Tndian coast wit In"a statement issued on cannot mave ahead with attitude
powerful winds, sowing fear and | Friday, she said that due to dif- of obstinate and self-directed Lahore ATC - - 2 .
prompting _evacuations, but_began | ferences with PTI chief over his  policies, she added. s ISLAMABAD: A thre ber del led by Hﬂrﬂllﬂg the
:.;e.‘:lle‘gaeén‘{g:?rf;d?:::r;;ggaf;(:r,‘; Felspec[_ e, she stayed awa _ She said that politics is not one d_lUllrnS Qsm ﬁgofSnzl:l;:.Mcnénr calls on the Federal Minister for Commerce, Syed
had wﬂn&:ﬁ‘l (halﬁ L ?Dy \Iull\:lse n]z_i]r‘ne r:;T:aC(wc politics for about two :I]‘;]Ej ﬂr:r‘é:i":i“;f\béri%:\?:; Model Town Nave amar, at his m." T R
eans disaster in Bengali, was like- | * Firqous ashiq Awan said that keeping in view the prevailing i
I);\l“'oﬂd?iv"‘aga‘;: !‘Pmﬁ;{‘%‘;ﬁg‘ﬂ"mg 1ill Chairman PTI was targeting  circumstances, case hearing a lS anl rupee
\E.le“eru state of Gujarat his political opponents, she sto Firdous said that currently till June 23
The Vuery Severs eyclonic storm” | firm with him but when he tumed  engaged in developing the
crosea the Sovaime nbar i por | he diction of his auss fowards  paity's inffasyuciure and mem- | LAHORE. An Aag- stren thens b 22
Thursday evening, but started losing | 2rmed forces of Pakistan, she bership will be the next step. | Terrorism  Court in
Hiomhna fit b M el stepped back PT's doors are opened for all [ Lahore on Friday heard
Friday was wbk— She said that there was eco- victims of the PTI's victims, she | Model Town tragedy case

un (2250 GMT) on
ing 100 kilometres (62 mchs{‘pcr hour
winds with gusts up to m/h, the

ds with gusts up to 110 km/h, th
Indian Meteorological Department
(IMD) said in tha%alesl bulletin. “It
would move mnortheastwards and
weaken into a cyclonic storm by early
moming of the 16th (of) June,” the
bulletin read 0

Earlier, weather officials had said
thar the cyclone was expected to move
overnight into Pakistan's ~Sindh
%"()vm:e home to the port megacity of

arac

added She further stated that [PT | and sought arguments on
the pleas of auéu-.ual of
the four accused in the
next hearing

The court adjoumed the
hearing tll June 23, An

nomig, political instability in the
country and everyone ‘was in  will prove that it was take state
hatred with each other which was  and politics together. INP

Anti-Terrorism  Court

Mirpur Khas: Man
dies after being  [& %
struck by lightning

paisas against US
dollar in interbank

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani rupee
edged up during early trade in the
interbank by gaining 22 paisas in its
value against the US dollar on Friday.

As per the market reports, the rupee
moved up slightly, slamping American

Pakistan is facing serious foreign
exchange crunch. However, its
reserves saw a modest increase of more
than 5100 million for the week ending
June 9, 2023, according to the State

S
lncluding,  Jomier . SHE Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

Umar Virk filed petitions

Low- roads started to flood on for acquittal from the | Currency by 22 paisas in the intetbank The country’s total foreign exchange
Thursday gﬁﬂnmaﬂerhmrmrmn Model  Town  tragedy The US dollar was being traded at reserves rose to $9.378 billion com-
Gusting winds blew sheets of water MIRPUR KHAS: A man has that Biparjoy — a “severe | case © | Rs287.15. 7 pared to $9.335 billion the previous
that mﬁucud visibility with a dull grey | died after reportedly being struck  cyclonic storm” — has inched The Model Town Yesterday, the local unit was eased week, which was June 2, 2023, )

i by lightning in Jhuddo area of closer to India and Pakistan, | tragedy known as Model by 19 paisas against the US dollar in A breakdown showed that foreign

mist

Almost all stores were closed, and Sindh
shoppers had crowded the few that
remained open to buy last-minute food

and water supplies,
India’

reserves held by the SBP stood at

According to Mettis Global, during $4.018 billion, while the reserves held
the current financial year, Pakistani by commercial banks stood at $5.4 bil-
rupee has degrecimed against the US  lion.

Mirpur  Khas District, prompting authorities to take p

province on Friday. ventive measures o minimize the
The incident occurred during a  damage it may cause

powerful thunderstorm that swept On her o i

the interbank session,

Tawn  operation_ held
between the Punjab
Police and  Pakistan
Awami Tehreek activists

s meteorologists warned of | j i : ol 17 June 2014 ling | dollar by Rs82.52 28.72%. While However, the currel eSETVES are

H S through the region, Federal M for Climate | on une resulting | dollar by Rs82.52 or 2%. ile lowever, the current reserves are

l“f,,r’"'a‘“{"‘é‘ f‘?‘ ‘W"éesl"e"d. ‘i‘““i. The thunderstorm, accompa- Change and  Environmental | in ~several protesters | the currént calendar year has seen PKR  barely enough to cover one month’s
age’, [ncluding the destruction of | yiod by heavy rainfall, also result-  Coordination Senator _ Sherry | killings depreciate by Rs60 94 or 21.2% import bill INP

The standoff oceurred
when the police’s anti-
encroachment squad
launched an operation to
remove the barriers from

ciops, “bending or uprooting of power
and communication poles” and cﬁsru;r
tion of railways and roads 5
The Gujarit state government said
94,000 people had relocated from

ed in the flooding of low-lying
areas in Jhuddo,

The sudden deluge caused
inconvenience and disruption to

Rehman said “Cyclone Biparjo
has completed landfall in Indian
ujrat”.

Excise dept raids

raf
Ahe further added that Pakistan

coastal and low-lying areas to shelter, | the lives of the local was prepared but largely spared
I residents. Additionally, the down-  the Flﬂp fnme.“Sindﬁ‘s‘ cg);slal g}%cﬁd J?wwﬁn}l‘g-_ﬂf houses Of Asad
pour led to the suspension of elec-  areas like Su{awa] were inundated | Quran and the residence b
All Of Iml’a]‘l tricity mpgly in the area com- by high sea levels,” she stressed, | of founder
ounding the challenges faced by  adding that most of the people had | Muhammad ~ Tahir-ul- Sh h
Khan’s [phecom%wuni[y. o IJeenE evacuated ?n E safe | Qadri in_Model Town, a ram,
It is pertinent to mention here  ground.INP Lahore INP

allegations
against US are

recovers 4 vehicles

WABI:  Excise

1

false: State Dept

WASHINGTON: The United States
has called on Pakistan to allow jour-
nalists to do their work freely as free
and independent media is “vital” in a
democratic society, | ¥

Tn a news briefing in Washington on
Thursday, State  Department
spokesman Matthew Miller said the

S expects that journalists coverin,
events m Pakistan should be pcrmimﬁ
to do their work, stressing a free and
independent press is "vital"

In response to a question, Matthew
Miller said, "We generally w all
governments to respect the role of
Joumnalists and media. INP

ISLAMABAD: Begum Samina Ari
inclusive education for Persons with Disabi

ting with educationists and experts on
ies, at Aiwan-e-Sadr,

: ] . Department  on
Friday raided the residences of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insafl (PTI) senior leader and
former National Assembly (NA)
Speaker Asad Qaiser and farmer educa-
tion minister Shahram Tarakai. -

According to details, teams of Excise
Department conduced separate raids on
houses of Asad Qaiser and Shahram
Tarakai in different localities of Swabi
. Duning raids, two vehicles were taken
into custody from residence of former
Speaker N:ﬁ while two non-custom paid
and_unregistered vehicles were recov-
ered from house of former education
minister.

The Excise officials
were present at house di
fore no arrest could be m;

that no one
lere-

They said that the vehicles worth mil-
lions of rupees have been taken into cus-
tody and investigations were kicked ofl,

In a statement, Asad Qaiser said that

alice illegally raided his house, in
wabi despite the bail in all the fake
FIRs from the concerned courts.

Shahram Tarakai said that police that
an illegal raid was carried out by the
police at his house in Suabi and were

orcibly taken away two vehicles

They were of thé view that the sancti-
ty of boundary wall was being violated,
which was a violation of basic human
rights and Pakhtun traditions. “Qur
struggle will continue until the restora-
tion of true democracy mule of law and
supremacy of constitution. Inshallah,™
they vowed. INP




