First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan

UETTA VOICE

D @ W E] Quettavoice

alo
budge

l)l

@ Hittps:// www.quettavoice.com/

chistan education
more than Rs.100
llions allocated

ABC Certified

Editor : Asim Khan

Rs.10.00 Vol. V No.85

Email adderss:
dquettavoice@gmail.com

Tuesday 20
June, 2023

Balochistan cabinet
approves budget for

financial

year 2023-

Balochistan deficit budget with total
outlay of Rs.750 billions presented

Sved Ali Skak, Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA Amid differences and delays, the
Balochistan government presented a deficit
budget with a total outlay of Rs. 750 in the
pmvmua] assembly on \jondav :vem% The

overnment’s income is estimated at Rs.701 bil-
1on and the deficit is Rs.49 billions,

Presenting the budget in the house amid an
uneasy calm although no protest. Balochistan
Finance Minister, Zamarak Khan Achakzai
announced that the government has also
increased the salanes o government employees
from grade-1 t percent. “Government
has increased the salaciss despite financial cri-
8is”, Mr. Achakzai told the house in_his budget
speech The salaries of government officers from
grade-17 to 22 increased by 30 percent

Employees
salaries from
grade-1 to 16
increased by

35 percent

The pension has also been increased by 17.5
percent in Balochistan, the finance minister men-
tioned

Unlike past the budget :El&.u.h was ot inter-
rupted by lawmakers from the opposition. “This

ood budget and all schemes included”, Hamal

a mati, a lawmaker from Balochistan National
Party (BNI’) told reporters

Rs.437 billions allocated
Jfor non-development
expenditures

As always this vear the volume of non-devel-
opment expenditures also increased. “The outlay

Over 30,000 j

unior teachers

upgraded in Balochlstan

Education Desk

UETTA:The
Balochistan government
on Sunduy upgraded over
30,000 reachers across
the  province,
Government _ Teachers
Assoclation Balochistan
SGTAB) called oﬂ'llsml 1-
gas ong unger strike

e of its key

"Thls is for the first
time in the history of
Balochistan that thou-
szmds of j Jumor leachers

Naseebunah gvhm the
provinci incial education min-
ister said. He said Chlef
Minister Balochistan,

Quddus Bizenjo am‘] lhe
entire cabinet members

endorsed { the upgradation
of all teachers,

Members of the GTAB
wereubservmg Ilu T f0
death strike outside the
e e v for
e last eleven days to
mount pressure on the
government for accept-

L=

finance
Khan
Achal zgn member
assemhly.
ai and other
government officials
wm’e also present on the

Deipne financial cri-

sw'm\rg:;rd. government
al ¢ upgradation
o?p lemnheréJ .. th
ance of their demands. Balochistan ~_Finance

GTAB Ieaders thank  Minister, Zamarak
the Balochistan ministers ~ Achakzai said. He how-

for their efforts to accept

ever urged the teachers to
the | demmd: cofwem:herlie

ensure their presence in

asses and improv
mvmc:al government |ty of education aﬁer
for icceptin, our oe‘gl ance of their 1
Heana L ol i Gt ceranara

of the non-development budget is Rs.437 bil-
lions™, the finance minister informe

Zamarak Achakzai stated that Rs.229, 301 bil-
lions were allocated for the Public Sector
Development Program (PSDP) in Balochistan
He mentioned that RS. 170.724 were allocated
for 4.721 um,otwggurmecls and Rs 58 667bs were
allocated for 5068 new development schemes in
Balochistan

4,389 vacancies
created in
the budget

The finance minister informed that 4,389
vacancies were created in the budget to reduce
the ratio of unemployment in the province. He
said most of the vacancies were created in the
education and health sectors

The finance minister said the government allo-
cated Rs.55 for launching the health card‘health
insurance scheme in Balochistan to support all
deserving and needy families.

Rs.2 billions

allocated for

scholarships
of students

He said Rs.2 billions were allocated for the
scholarship of students to support needy and
deserving students. The minister informed that
priority was given to the education department
and over Rs.77 billions were allocated for pri-
mary, high and secondary schools department.

He said similarly Rs 63 hillions were allocated
for the health department to improve health serv-
ices in the provinee.

Balochistan education
budget: more than Rs.100
billions allocated

Education Desk

The Balochistan gov-
emment allocated more
than Rs.100 billions for
the education sector n
the province in the

or_the financial

{ear 2023 -24. As per the

documents
e 1y 6 B}

foice, Rs.65.

billions were allocated

for the salaries of teach-

ers of imary, middle

and school teach-

&5, ¥y - Y
However, Rs. 12 bil-  lions were allocated for

the develapm?m of the

education
Baloehlslan
rovincial government
alse allocated Rs.13.63
g‘e““’lns or the n%n—
velopment expendi-
tur&s ?lglhe hlﬂe?e:du-
on d t and

Rs I0 billions far the
development of educa-
tion sector,

The ovemll education

Dadgt oF e Jrima,

ion remains. more
than Rs 100 billions m
Balochistan as

et documents of
2023-24.

sector _ n

Balochistan Govt allocates land for setting up
National institute of Forensm Sciences

MoU inked with
higher education

On this occasion, Dr.

Sheikh Razzaq

QUETTA The Parliamentary Secretary

Law and Parliamentary Affairs Science and
Information chhnulu&gy Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi on Monday said that Balochi stan gov-
ernment has allocated land for setting up of
National institute of Forensic Sciences.
Vith the establishment of this institute,
an's dependence on the Punjab
Laboratory will end and Quena
: I deal with forensic matters,” she
said while talkin é_m former senior officer of
Police Services of Pakistan Dr. Syed Kaleem
Imam (Tamgha Imtiaz) and " consultant
National institute of Forensic Sciences who
called on her here at Law department.

Syed Kaleem Imam
briefs Dr. Rubaba
Buledi about the lab

eslabhslsmen: of National
Forensic Sciences
the necessary ]eﬁ
Dr. Rubaba Khan B\Ll\.dl smd
provincial
uate land
orensic sciences institute

Forensic

Kaleem Imam briefed her about the

Institute of guahﬁcd
0 Uuella and discussed  Balochistan,
ontext

govtmmum has provided ade-
the establishment of the first

Imam said that an X
with the Higher Education Commission
regardmgq the National

ciences, while all
istrative and technical 1ssues have been Lon
explained in the charter, but the final
law prior to the implementation, docu-
ments containing the suggestions given
by the provincial government can be

€.

T‘hL mstitute will hire six highly
professionals 15 m

including vice-chancellor

professors,

that the Fro yect will not only ensure educational
acilities, but also employment apportu-

nitins will be availabla g

people of Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA The
Balochistan cabinet
]{)pm\.ed the budget for
the financial year 2023-

Monday evening,

Minister
Baloclns(an Mir Quddus
Bizenjo chaired the budg-
et meeting of the provin-
cial cabinet

Syed Kaleem
Mol has been mked

Institute of
the admin-

he Balochistan
I\ssembly session  was
delayed as a result of
de\ayed f)prmal by the
provincial cabinet” All
provincial minister and
the chief  secretary
Balochistan participated

he maintained. This

e to talented local

Balochistan cabinet
approves budget for
financial year 2023-24

2023-24 Secret

Finance Qambar Dashfi
briefed the cabinet mem-
bers about the budget.

in the budget on.

CM Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo_signed
the budget for the year

Roadmap devised to reconstruct
infrastructure destroyed by 2022 flood: Dar

ECC approved

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad

School teacher killed in
Mashkay Awaran

From Our Correspondent

Ishag Dar informed the Lower
House of the Parliament on
Monday that a comprehensive
roadmap has been devised for
reconstruction and rehabilitation
of lhean!'mslrwclure destroyed by
the 2022 flood.

stpnm‘]mg to the concerns of
Pakistan 'eoples Party
Paﬁlum:munun:. (PPPP), law
maker Dr Nafisa Shah in
National r\ssembl
“Immediate reli i
already been dome thrmghou(
the ccumr'{ with the dxspur&e—
s25000 per family
through the BISP
Almost Rs100 billion
already been spent in addition to

the assistance

NDMA in kind.”

extended by

© Authority (NDMA

Rs12 billion to
replenish the stock
of the National
Disaster

1shaq Dur that the
Economi oordination
Commmee (ECC) of the cabinet
had recently approved Rs12 bil-
lion to replenish the stock of the
National Disaster Manageme:

) I(eepm

view the predicted threats o
monsoon and the cyelone,

Followin lhe widespread
destruction caused by the heavy
rains and floods, he said a com-
prehensive report.

said
C

mel nl

A school teacher was killed in a firing.
incident in Balochistan’s Awaran district
on Menday merming, Levies sources
said unknown accused opened fire and
killed a school teacher identified as
Manzoor Ahmed in the Mashkay tehsil
of Awaran distnct,

The assailants sped away on their
motorcycle after the attack. Levies and
local residents of the area reached the
spot and shifted the dead body to a near-
by hmp:!ai

was tightened in the area
illing of a teacher However,
maotive behind the amck could not be
ascertained mmedmte]y

the attack and dm:ct the -
istration to apprehend the :ulpms
behind the incident. In a statement
issued after the incident, Mr. Bizenjo
said it was a coward attack and a teacher
has been targeted his is against
humnn ngﬁs aml education”, the CM

CM Bizenjo, e attack
Chief Mmtsler Ba\ochaslan. Mir
Quddus Bizenjo strongly condemned

He said thc attackers would be
brought to justice.




Editor Asim Khan

The forgotten flood

QUETTA VOICE

affectees of Balochistan

Almost a year on, thousands of flood affected people are yet to be
rehabilitated in various flood-hit districts of Balochistan. In scorching

heat, the flood

affectees in Balochistan's Naseerabad, Jaffarabad,

Schbat Pur, Lasbela and other districts continue to suffer.

Flood affectees appeals for rehabilitation and relief almost fell on
deaf ears in the province and center. It was very shocking for every sane
person that the federal government has not paid a single penny out of a
total amount of Rs.10 billions announced by the prime minister
Shehbaz Sharif for flood affectees of Balochistan.

Islamabad yet to pay a single penny out of Rs.10 billions announced

by Prime Minister

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo lodged a protest

before the federal government regarding the financial crisis of

Balochistan and demanded the payment of funds announced by the pre-
mier on August 28 last year in Jaffarabad district for flood affectees.

The current year’s monsoon season is about to start and neither the
gmvincial nor the federal governments have taken any effective steps
or the rehabilitation of the flood affectees of the last vear.

All abandoned flood affectees of Balochistan

Government departments in general and the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) in particular have almost abandoned
the flood affected areas. The Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
have almost left the areas affected by floods

If the federal government has not paid any penny for the rehabilita-
tion of the flood affectees, this is painful. This 1s also a bitter reality that
the provineial government has also not taken effective steps to support
the affectees in this hour of trial,

Collapsed bridges after devastating floods are yet to be reconstructed

in Quetta. What to speak about rest of Balochistan, which covers half of
the country in terms of are;

At

1t is both the responsibility of the provincial and federal governments
to take effective steps to rehabilitate the flood affectees before it is

already late.

EDITORIAL oo

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Z|
1

)

Article 25 of the
Constitution  of the
Isla Republic of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimin
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it 15 50?7 And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

ender Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-
ing
There are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as_a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender

and Gender
budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  create
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
gender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to promoting gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral ‘part’ of human
rights. Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nation against women
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
ender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
— and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

©

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, “Is there any study
ever conducted to find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or grelbudgel
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
form almost  50%
(48.76%, to be speci
1c)of our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%. If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewin,
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows. It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
lry. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan is Y%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly invelved in the
budgetary process. An
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 dll 2020-21
shows that there was not
a single project in the
ears 2013- 14 st

014-15, as if women
did not. Exist ot they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to .22%.
how much priority that
47.49% of the_popula-
tion gets in the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable %roup.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvule
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.

hy they are consid-

t shows

‘Mehfooz Ali Khan
ered vulnerable because
hey are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work lace
Surpris‘mgﬁ- there are
no separate Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretarial and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational ~ facilities
whatsoever

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women’s
Development
Department, mostl
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
E_]ans for female uplift.
onditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable. Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete
steps_ through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming an
using this untapped
potential.

_ Ukraine has launched
its much-awaited coun-
teroffensive against
Russia with the aim to
recapture the areas occu-
Eled by Russia and force
ussian troops to retreat,
According fo_Western
media reports, Ukrainian
forces launched the coun-
terotfensive in at least
three areas. The Russian
military and government
officials have also con-
firmed the attack, But
both sides are offering
contradictory claims.
According to
Ukrainian ~  Deputy
Defence Minister Hanna
Mailer, the Ukrainian
offensive is “mking place
in several directions.”
Ukrainian officials have
not yet provided the full
details of the recently
launched attack.
ussian President
Vladimir Putin claims
that “Ukraine’s _large-
scale counteroffensive
has not been successful in

iy e
" Russia’s defence min-
istry claims to have resis-
ted a large-scale attack by
Ukraine 1n the eastern
Donetsk region_In its
statement, the Russian
military has claimed to
have killed 250
Ukrainians and destroyed
a number of armoured
vehicles used in the

assault

These figures and
claims alone are enou;
to show the intensity of
the batle that has been
;ﬁmg on since June 4.

is 18 just the beginning
of an offensive that might
continue for the next four
months. In the coming
weeks and months, more
intense battles are likely

Ukraine’s attack

to take place on different
Fronts, )
It 1s not easy to venng
the claims made by b
sides. Russia and Ukraine
are engaged in a huge
ﬁropagun la war. Ukraine
as the advantage in this
war because it is backed
‘?‘y Western powers —
‘estern media 1s helping
the Ukrainian govern-
ment to spread its propa-

ganda.
Independent Western
military experts say that
the current offensive is
ﬂs( the beginning, The
Ukrainian forees are test-
ing the strength of the
Russian defences on dif-
ferent fronts. The batlle
which will gain strength
1n the coming weeks — 18
likely to result in more
deaths, destruction and
miseries. More soldiers
will be killed on both

sides. The working class
in Ukraine is already suf-
fering economic difficul-

ties caused by the war
he Ukraimian_economy
is in tatters, and the coun-
I\B’ 18 surviving  on
‘estern aid and loans,
.. The counteroffensive is
likely 1o comtinue
throughout summer and
might end in the begin-
ning of autumn. It could
alsa prove to be a defin-
ing moment in this war
that started 15 months
The Ukrainian gov-
emment has played a bi;
amble. The failure o
rainian forces to break
through Russian defences
to recapture the occupred
territory would have seni-
0US consequences. .
It is difficult 1o predict
the exact outcome of this
war at this stage but
Russians clearly have the

advantage against
Ukraine, Russia has more
powerful military
equipped with modern
weapons. Ukraine has a
formidable army but it
depends on Nato for mili-
tary hardware and sup-
plies.

The Russian economy
is still doing well despife
the severe sanctions
imposed by the US and
its allies. But it will be
wrong to deny the fact
that sanctions do have
some impact on the
Russian economy.
Russia’s GDP t:%n:w\.’lh has
shrunk and inflation runs
high in the country. The
economic _ siluation  is
hurting  the poor in
Russia, and the sanctions
have affected most sec-
tors as well as businesses
and individuals.

‘The sanctions have not
the Russian
as dangerously
as the US and its allies
intended. They have also
ailed to completely 150-
late Russia fro e rest
of the world, Cli 1S
major factor in this situa-
tion. Chinese help and
cooperation enable the
Russia to withstand the
&rcssurc imposed by the

fest. So Russia 1s still n
the position to spend
more money on the war.
The Russian war industry
15 working round the
clock to produce more
weapons, Russia has the
second largest military
industrial complex in the
world. So it is not
dependent on other coun-
tries for essential military
supplies :

e Ukramnian econo-
my is in shambles. Mos
of the country’s infra-

structure  has  been
destroyed, The Ukrainian
economy 1s facing major
disruptions in energy,
medicines and food sup-
ﬁhes‘ Western  powers
ave already donated bil-
lions_ of dollars to the
Ukrainian  government
and continue to suﬂply
tanks, rssiles, rockefs
and other military equip
ment to Ukrainian mili-

tary. .

The Ukrainian govern-
ment is desperately laok-
Ing to recapture some
the territory occupied by
Russian forces. Ukraine
wants to end the stale-
mate-like situation in this
war o pressure on
Russia to start the mean-
ingful peace negotiations.

this attempt fails to

ush Russia on the back
oot, Russia will strike
back to cause more dam-
age to the demoralized
military P

The continued war will
not solve anything, China
has tried to broker a

eace deal between

ussia and Ukraine, but it
failed as the US and the
EU showed no interest in
the Chinese-led peace
negotiations. The recent
offensive means that the
two sides are not thinking
about peace or ending
this bloody war,

According to Westem
media reports, Ukranian
forces launched the coun-
teroftensive in at least
three areas. The Russian
military and government
officials have also con-
firmed the attack. But
both sides are offering
contradictory claims,

According to
Ukratnian Deputy
Defence Minister Hanna

By Khalid Bhatti
Mailer, the Ukrainian
offensive is “wking place
in several directions.”
Ukrainian officials have
not yet provided the full
details of the recently
launched attack.

ussian __President
Vladimir Putin claims
that “Ukraine’s _large-
scale counteroffensive
has not been successful in
any area.” :
_ Russia’s defence min-
istry claims to have resis-
ted a large-scale attack by
Ukraine in the eastern
Donetsk region. In its
statement, the Russian
military has claimed to
have killed 250
Ukrainians and destroyed
a number of armoured
vehicles used 1n the
assault

These figures and
claims alone are enough
to show the intensity of
the battle that has
%m_ng on since June 4.
his s just the beginning
of an offensive that rnfnghl
continue for the next four
nonths In the coming
weeks and months, more
intense battles are Jikely
to take place on different
fronts It is not easy to
wverify the claims made by
both” sides. Russia and
Ukraine are engaged in a
huge propaganda war
Ukraine has the advan-
tage in this war because it
is backed by Western
powers — Western media
15 helping the Ukrainian
government to spread its
ropaganda. Independent

‘estern military experts
say that the current offen-
sive is just the beginning
The Uirmmnn forces are
testing the strength of the
Russian defences on dif-
ferent fronts.

RAAST in review
By Hasan Saced

nce its

inception in

January 2021,
RAAST,  the

national digital
gsymeﬂl sgfslern launched
the State Bank of

Y
Pakistan (SBP) has been
a game-changer for finan-
cial inclusion in the coun-
It offers a fast, secure
and cost-effective way ta
oul peer-to-peer
payments and
v

living in rural areas, or
are unbanked but much
work needs {o be done for
RAAST 1o fulfill its ppo-
tential to reach and bene-
ents of
society.  RAAST users
reported that wsage of
RAAST has increased
access to formal financial
services, improved finan-
cial management,
enhanced financial litera-
cy, and reduced reliance
on cas

hall f

The main

it
among different payment
platforms and service
providers, such as banks
mobile money operators,
fintechs, merchants, gov-

ernment entities, and
individuals. RAAST's
PZP module has

srocessed over 132 mil-
ion transactions worth
Rs2 6 trillion, registering
aver 31 million unique
RAAST [Ds
_The Karandaaz
Financial Inclusion
Survey 2022 (KFIS
2022), which tracks mul-
tiple aspects of financial
inclusion, such as access,
usage, awareness, litera-
cy, and barriers to formal
and informal financial

ment, The data in the
KFIS 2022 is a timely
and valuable resource
that allows us ta chart its
progress, chart its future
prospects and has sugges-
tions for stakeholders 1o
consider and implement
According to the KFIS
data, RAAST users are
more likely to be male,
urban, educated,
emplayed, and banked
than non-users. While
there are users amongst
the other  segments
including women, people

©
RAAST adoption among
non-users were cited as
lack of awareness and
trust, |, of access to
digital devices or even
infernet connectivity. The
respondents also fele that
using RAAST didn’t give
them any benefit nor did
they have the need to use
RAAST to conduct pay-

ments

The data gathered by
KFIS also provides valu-
able insights as the SBP is
looking ta .E“““d’ the

ability, with the con-
sumers not being charged
any fees on transactions
This will further make it

more  accessible  and
affordable  for  low-
income_segments of the

population_ It will be ben-
eficial for merchants as it
will allow them to receive
payments instantaneously
and directly into their
bank accounts, nnmrovun
their cash flow,

ave an added impact of
reducing their dependen-
¢y on cash, and cutting
down on the currency in
circulation.

The module will be
able to cut down on cash
management related
operational costs includ-
ing security, transporta-
tion, storage, reconcilia-
tian, etc. Furthermore,
they will be able to avoid
the high fees associated
with card payments and
other payment service
providers” for accepting

igital . payments.

P chant (P2M
module, which will allow
consumers  to make
instant payments via their
mobile phones to mer-
chants. It is currently
gu‘mg under a test-use
case but once rolled out it
will work the same way
as the P2P module and
allow people to pay for
oods and services using
eir RAAST ID or their
International k

(IBAN)
The P2M module will

payment
lnndswﬂc n the country.
e convenient for
consumers,  allowin
them to pay instantly an
securely via their mobile
phones” and offer afford-

anl
Number

E ally, the govem-
ment can utilize the mod-
ule’s  traceability and
transparency to broaden
the tax net and even
enforce its other regula-
tions such as anti-money
laundering (IAMI,EL and
counterterrorism financ-
ing (CTF). The P2M mod-
ule will be able to help
the merchants provide
better customer service as
they will be able to pro-
vide faster and more con-
venient payment options.

ore and more con-
sumers could be poten-
tially ~attracted  and

retained by offering them
incentives and rewards
for using RAAST P2M
services. By  using
RAAST's open API plat-
form

Facing future floods safely

Pakistan's floods of
2022 were the latest,
and most damaging

et, addition to the

history of floods
in the count s the
muddy waters slowly
recede, the need for
spcedmg up action to
face future floods
stands clear.

Floods have been the
most frequent natural
disaster 1 Pakistan
Yet, decisions for land-
use and habitation do
not reflect this reality.
The nising intensity of
floods has been con-
current with  an
increasing population
in the flood plains of
the Indus river. It is
this  confluence o
water and people in
floodplains that creates
the tragedy of lost lives
and grozuerly. The flood
of 2022 has led to
reported losses of over
1700 lives, affected 33
million people, and
wncurred damages of

over 0 illion
(amoumu&% to 11.5%
of the 2021 national
GDP) flood of

2010 led to a loss of
over 1200 lives, loss of
homes for over 14 mil-
lion people, and dam-
ages of over $43 bil-
Tion. The flood of 1992
led to a loss of 2000
lives, affected more
than 9.3 million people
and incul damages
of over 1 billion dol-
lars. This list continues

Pakistan’s history.
Each was unprecedent-
ed at its time of occur-
rence, There 15 prece-
dent for unprecedented

floods in the country.
Tt is time to focus on
setting a different kind
of precedent one
with a clear focus on
elevating the sakﬁ/ of
people m rural, flood
prone areas, and ele-
vating the well-being
of farmers who bear
the most losses.
Therprsvmlmg mind-
set of flood manage-
ment has to change In
the past, money has
been poured in build-
ing levees and flood
ratection infrastruc-
ure, and then again on
re-building higher and
reinforcing more the
structures to “fight™
the next flood after
each cycle of levee
breaches, infrastruc-
ture failure, and devas-
tation of lives and
Bsaperues. Gilbert
hite, a prominent
20th century geogra-

pher,  noted  this
adverse cycle, and
advocated for nclud-

ing the role of humans
i damages resulting
from natoral disasters.
He warned about the
tra? of building levees,
followed by eventual
breaching and flood-
ing, and then rebuild-
ing again, with increas-
ing level of damages in
each floodmg episode.
The so-called “levee
effect”,  empirically
observed in  several
river basins aroun

paradox where b
|$ higher levees has
led to mereasing levels
of flo mages. This
15 due to flood protec-
tion mfrastructure cre-
atmg a perception of

flood security, leading
to relaxation of rules
for land-use and con-
struction  over time,
and increasing density
of habitation.  This
results in greater expo-
sure of lives and prop-
erties to ;
ime to see and stop
this cycle. This can be
done "if policymakers
and people récognise
the tole of human deci-
sions in contributing to
the disaster. When we
recognise responsibili-
ty for our actions, we
gain  agency  for
ala“ €.

What are the changes
needed? First, a con-
ception of flood securi-
ty as the emergent out-
dome ansm? from
interactions of people
with their environ-
ment. These interac-
tions_are governed by
physical laws of nature
and institutions (poli-
cies, rules and norms)

structure these interac-
tions in particular ways
in order to be able to
steer emergent level of
flood security towards
a desirable state
Second, a systems
approach for address-
ing the complex chal-
lenge 15 neede
Establishing a ‘goal-
seeking’ system struc-
ture to aftain desired
t ood safe
is important. It entails
setting clear and shared
FOBJS“ aving Sensors
or measuring the state
of flood secunty, hay-
ing accurate and timely
gommunication of that
information to relevant

actors, having a
ocess that assesses
the situation (condi-
tion) based on the
mformation, and hav-
m%h decision-makers
Wwith necessary authori=
ty that take comrective
action. If all of
elements a0
appropriately,
duce a feedgac
ture at district,
cial and federal s
and function with nec-
essary s;ﬁeed an
resources, then level of
flood security can rise.
Presently,” agencies
and organisations exist

owners and residents
of their flood risks) as
well as to inform pub-
lic officials in land-use
planning. Local evacu-
ation plans for people
and moveable assets
(such as livestock) in
rural areas can be put
i place, and early
Warning systems can

mstalled.
Community education
programmes that raise
awareness about safety
and evacuation proce-
dures can be conduct-
ed. Actions for effi-
cient dramage and
storm water passage

Exploring
careers

ay 4 —
Thursday
turned into
memorable
. day in my
life as one of my big

dreams came (rue in the
form of _Pakistan's
largest job fair held at
the Karachi Expo Centre
with the aim to connect

Jjob seekers with poten-

tial employers across the
country. am highly
rateful to  Chairman

C Dr Mukhtar_and

that monitor and fore- can_be taken Flood | Governor State Bank
cast weather, forecast resilient designs and | Jameel Ahmed. who
floods, eonduct disas- construction, and aid | have whole-heartedly
ter risl [ holds to live pp the Pakistan
and aid m_ disaster risk areas can | Hindu Council for this
response.  Howaever, provided. Financial | noble cause

shared goals of flood solutions, such as ‘J"qﬂnhgfﬂ:]y, i the
safety are abseni. funds in' which land | majority of the talented
Additionally, compe- owners contribute | youth 05 Pakistan i
nents that produce towards flood loss | (Hterested in uying their

information _at local
levels at required times
are absent or inade-
quate.  Additionally,
components that have
the ~ authority and
resources to take cor
rective action are lacl
ing These deficiencies
can be addressed.
Goals and targets for
flood safety can be
instituted and adopted
from federal to district
levels. Necessary links
that connect existing
agencies can be estab-
lished.  Sensmg an
monitoring, such as
through

-ris
maps, can be generated
at tehsil and building
lot-level. These can be
shared with the public
(to nform property

compensation  when
needed, can be created.
Such Iiteral ‘rainy-day
funds’ can be drawn up

at o
need.Overall, re%um‘
rocesses for short-
erm and long-term
flood nisk assessment
and corrective actions
can affect flood securi-
ty in positive ways.

ese actions are not
as costly as some may
think. High resolution,
frequently  updated,
land imagery from
earth-observirig satel-
lites has been available
for free for more than a
lecade. National agen-
cies and umversities
within Pakistan have
capacity for geospatial
data analysis and flood
risk mapping.

luck abroad. However,
during my conversations
with senior officials of
various government and
business  institutions,
they always looked for

fesources  to
achieve their organiza-
tional goals. That 1s why
every Sunday national
newspapers are full of
all kinds of job adver-
tisements.  Similarly,
various recruitment
websites and job portals
are advertising various
vacancies witl ood
salaries in accordance
:uh the current job mar-
et

When anyone tells me
that there are no jobs in
Pakistan, 1t always
makes me think a lot” 1
did a lot of research on
this, discussed the issue
with recruitment experts
of various institutions,

and exchanged views
with the HEC and vari-
ous universities' senior
officials. T eame to the
conclusion that the real
issue 1s_the right person
at the right place for the
right job. Many talented
young people holdin
degrees in their hai
are approaching institu-
tions where they are not
needed while many
institutions are not gef-
ting suitable candidates
with the required quali-
fications and expertise.
Such a eritical situation
imevitably has a negative
impact not only on our
national economy but
also results in severe

problems in failing
desired outcomes.
Ongoing rampant

inflation and unemploy-
ment are also causing
mental stress, especially
among the educated
youth. Currently, several
economic activities have
been severely affected
due to unfavourable con-
ditions_at the national
level. The financial cri-
sis has a direct impact
on jobs as well, due to
which university stu-
dents are facing various
concerns including
uncertainty about their
future.

The Pakistan Hindu
Council decided 1o
organize a grand event
in the form of the Job
Fair and Education Expo
2023 in Karachi, the
business o
Pakistan, 5o that national
and international mnstitu-
10N can apprise univer-
sity students and unem-
ployed  people about
vacancies they have at

the moment

When 1 finalized the
date to organize the job
fair in the last days of
March this year, we had
only one month in front
of us, in which office
hours timings durin;
Ramazan, Eidul Fitr an
Ist May holidays were
major challenges
However, due to tireless
work day and night, we
achieved our target in a
short period of time to
get confirmations from
more 500 recruit-
ment / HR professionals
belonging to 120 nation-
al and international
organizations. On_ the
occasion, up to 12,000
students of public and

rivate  universities
located in  Karachi,
Hyderabad and different
regions of the country
also joined the event
actively to explore dif-
ferent career opportuni-
ties,. E students
studying in remote areas
of the country requested
if they could” participate
online. It is a matter of
pride that national media
in the news bulletins and
reports termed the PHC
{o fair as one of the
argest mepa events of
the country.

In my view, the youth
of our country is our
most important  and
valuable asset. It is our
national duty to provide
full guidance to our
youth and support them
to stand on their own
feet 5o that they can con-
tribute to our country’s
economy, national
development and pros-
gerhy in the best possi-

le manner
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Pakistan-Iran sign
MoU to enhance
Maritime cooperation

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan and Iran have
signed a Memorandum
o Understanding
(Mol) to enhance
Maritime cooperation.

The Mol was signed
between Pakistan
Maritime Security
Agency (PMSA) and |he
Iranian border guards

during the visit of
Secretary Defence,
Lt Gen (Retd)

Hamooduz Zaman to
Tran. It will strengthen
relations between

PMSA and Iranian bor-

der guards.
Upon  arrival  in
Tehran, the Secretary

Defence was welcomed
by the Iranian Deputy
Defence Minister.

During  interaction,
the Iranian Depu[y
Defence Minister

expressed best wishes
for Pakistan's political
and military leadership

The Secretary
Defence emphasized the
importance of bilateral
relations between

Pakistan and Iran. He
also ex%)rcssed the hope
that bilateral relations
will continue to evolve
on principles of mutual
respect and shared com-
mon interests.
During talks, both
sides aimed to further
enhance the collabora-
tion in various areas of
commmon interest includ-
ing security, joint count-
er ierrorism measures
and ensuring regional
economiec
connectivity. INP

Summoning of son of
former CJP by
parliamentary

committee case: IHC

directs AGP to file reply
within four weeks,
extends stay order

ISLAMABAD

lenmabad High Court
HC)  has ~ directed
Allm ney General of

Pakistan (AGP) to file
reply within four weeks
in the case against sum-
moning of son of former
Chief Justice of Pakistan
CIP) Saqib Nisar in par-
iamentary committee.

The petition came up
for hearing before a sin-
?]B bench of THC led by
ustice  Babar  Sattar
Maonday. B

The court while mov-
ing to AGP remarked the
court_had raised some
questions and he has been
called in connection with
replies to these questions.

The court inquired
from the AGP you will
need how much time to
give T_plv 1o the ques-
fions of cou

e court remarked *

we give you four weeks.

There are some legal

points and your assis-
tance will bé needed on
these points.

AGP said the federal
government mnsmm-ied
commission in regard to
alleged audio leaks mat-
ter. “What the uestlons
have been raised by the
court are also before
Supreme Court (SC). The
apex court oo has to
announce its decision on
these questions.

Justice Babar Sattar
remarked " assist us on
our five points. The mat-
ter has eventually to go to
SC. M we give
some decision and it may
prove assistance for SC
IHC directed AGP to
file reply. within  four

ek

weeks
The court also directed
that AGP should provide
copies of reply to the
rezrnndems
he stay order against
summeoning of son of for-

mer CIP by special com-
mittee was extended

The court adjourned
the hearing of the case til
August 16.The court
while moving to AGP
remarked the court had
rused some questions
and he has been called in
connection with replies to
these questions.

The court  inquired
f:um the AGP you will

eed how much time o
guve reply 1o the ques-
fions of court

The court remarked "
we give you four weeks.

here are some legal
points and your assis-
tance will be needed on

d the federal

nme mstitutded
commission in regard to
alleged audio leaks mat-
ter. What the questions
have been raised by the
court are also before
Supreme Court (SC). INP

TEHRAN: Secretary Defense Lt Gen (R) Haroon Uz Zaman ldlanand
Commander Border Guards of Islamic republic of Iran Brig Gen Ali
igning Mol in Tehran.

Iran deports
45 trespassers back
to Pakistan: border

CHAGAI Tranian
border officials have
arrested 45  Pakistan

nationals who had tres-
passed into Iran and
deported them back to
their country on
Monda;

Iran’s officials hand-
ed over 45 persons 1o
Pakistan's border offi-
cials who had crossed
into the country in hope
10 illegally emigrate to
Europe for economic
reasons

“The deportees were
intending to illegally
emigrate to Greece and
other European coun-
tries ia Lran,”
Pakistan’s border offi-
cials said.

officials

“Those deported from
Tran have been handed
over to the Federal
Investigation Agcnuy
(FIA) for investigation,”
border authorities said

“Most of the depor-
tees belong to Punjab
province,”  officials
added

The issue of illegal
immigrants has high-
lighted on global level
with recent boat sinking
incident near the coast

eral Pakistani nationals
have reparted died

Pakistan is observing
a day of mouming today
over the deaths of its
nationals in the boat
tragedy.

At least 78 people
were drowned when the
ill-fated  boat  with
reportedly 400 to 750
people onboard sank in
the Mediterranean Sea
near the Greek coast
Meanwhile, some 104
people were rescued and
sent to  Kalamata,
Greece, as per to the lat-
est media reports

On  Sunday, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
announced to observe
mourning  day
Monday  (today) and
constituted a four-mem-
ber high-level commit-
tee to probe into the
death of dozems of

Pakistanis  in  the

nlengal

300 Paklstams died at

g A press

sea to escape economic
carnage: Sheikh Rashid

RAWALPINDI Awami
Mu:sl]m League chief and for-
er federal interior minister
Sheth Rashid Ahmed said on
Monday the country was moum-
ing deéath of 300 Pakistani
nationals in Greece boat tragedy.
People died at sea in Greece
to escape unemployment and
economic carnage, he said
In a message on the social net-
working site Twitter, Sheikh
Rashid said it was not the first
mcldem ut us kmd
F of flour
costs It:3 OUU Peepe will be
forced to swal ow J;msunuus
pills. Economic and political
destruction, shutdown of facto-

ries and closed businesses show
clearly how the affairs of state
are being run. No one has an
idea how to cope with this diffi-
cult situation,”™ he said

Ahmed said the entire nation
had condemned the incidents of
May 9. “For God sake, give this
nation right 1o live. People have
only one time meal at their
homes,” he added.

“Nations are made of people,
nations are alive with enthusi-
asm and passion " He appealed
to the rulers to give the nation
passion and hope and avoid
pushing the people into abyss of

despair and dejection. The AML
chief said Pakistan would sur-

vive till doomsday.

e former interior minister
said the budget was nothing but
a pack of lies. He said state-
ments of Ishag Dar, Nawaz
Sharif and Qhehhaz Sharif were
contradictory. He asked Nawaz
Sharif to refurn to Pakistan and
see plluht of the Roor peaple. He
asked the PM Qavid not to
delay his rcmm furtl

juest the institutions to
steer the country out of crisis,
Give the people a ray of h
he said. IF ormer mmmer fur-
ther said the youth were suffer-
1_# from depression and stress,
here was a state of mourning at
houses in Pakistan. INP

Over 10,000 migrants
arrived in UK on small
boats in 2023

LOVDO\I The number of
peuﬁ- e amiving in the UK in
small boats has reached over
10,000 since the start of the
year, UK government figures
showed Sunday.

The provisional total cover-
ing the period up to Saturday
stands at 10,139, according to
data released by the interior
ministry, the Home Office

The figure is down by over
1,000 o that from \Ise same
time last year, when there had
been more [hnn 11,300 cross-
ings by June 17.

ast Sunda\' saw the highest

number of crossings on a sin-
gle day so far this year, with
349 people making the per-
ilous journey.

Crassings have picked up in
recent days as a result of a hot
spell, with a further 486 arriv-
ing on Friday and 374 on
Saturday.

Britain's Conservative
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
has repealedlv pledged 10

“stop the boats" and made :he
issue one of his highest profile
priorities

Immigration has long been a
key political issue in the

Keen to boost
Pakistan’s dairy
sector with
support of China:
PCJCCI

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan China Joint
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (PCICCI),
Moazzam Ghurki has said that cooperation between
China and Pakistan on dairy industry and multifari-
ous demands for high-quality dairy products in
China would provide a contemporary path of devel-
opmem for Pakistan's domestic dairy sector.

eaking during a think tank session held at
PCJPCCI gecrelxnxt on Monday, he said that
Pakistan is among the world’s top five largest milk
producers, with over 60 million tonnes of milk pro-
duction each year. Such ventures and exports could
definitely add value to Pakistan's economy. He
added that China leamed that Pakistan is the most
important exporter and producer of dairy products

outh Asia Chinese technologies I

Pakistani specialties
shine at int'l economic

and was one of the main bat-
tegrounds of the Brexit refer-
endum in 2016, which saw the
country leave the European
Union

Attempts to send failed asy-
lum sctkcra w Rwanda %

Pakistan-Iran
sign MoU to
enhance
Maritime
cooperation

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan and
Iran have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to
enhance Mantime cooperation.

& MolJ was signed between
Pakistan  Maritime  Security
Agency (PMSA) and the Iraman
border guards during the visit of

Gecret Defence t.Gen ( Re«df
Ha 3 to Iran. It wil
stren, 'Iatwr\s between

PMSi‘anrl Tranian border guards
Upon arrival in Tehran, the

Secretary Defence was welcomed

by the Iraman Deputy Defence
inister.
During inte:

tion, the Iranian
Deputy Defence Minister
expressed best wishes far
Pakistan's political and military
leadership.

The Secretary Defence empha-
sized the 1mportance of bilateral
relations between Pakistan and
Iran. He also expressed the hope
thnt bilateral relations will contin-

e to evolve on principles of mutu-
al respect am:lF shared common
interests.

During talks, both sides aimed
to further enhance the collabora-
tion in various areas of common
interest including security, joint
counter terronsm measures  and
ensuring regional economic con-
neelwuyl\lﬁ

IRSA releases
234,500 cusecs
water

ISL. AMABAD Indus  River
N{M em Aulhuntﬁ (IRSA) on
onday released 234,500 cusecs
of water from various rim stations
with an inflow of 319,700 cusecs
According to the data released
by IRSA, the water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam was 145784
feet and was 59.84 I‘eelhgher than
its dead level of 1,398 feet. Water
inflow and cutflow in the dam was
recorded as 152,200 cusees and
100,000 Lusu.s respectively
e water level in River Jhelum
at Mangla Dam was 1149.35 feet,
which was 9935 Feet higher than
its_dead level u LUSU %ml The
inflow and outflow of water was
recorded 61,000 :u:ec: and 28,000

d by an unp
45,755 cms;mgs in 2022 —
have become bogged down in

courts.Sunak also
armounced measures last
month to curb levels of mm
immigration  whig

described as "too high" hct
ml ration hit a record
e UK in 2022 INP

l L

06,000

Activists of All Pakista

Through
kitchen,

the
has hon-

the charity is

CUSECS Tesp
The release “of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as 105,000,
]24 400, 77,200 and 24,400 cusecs
chively Smu\arlf’ “from River
ul a total of 60,100 cusecs of
water released at Nowshera_and
24,400 cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala INP
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LAHORE:Seeretary General of Jamat-e-Islami Baluchistan Maulana F i
ur-Rehman Baloch
helds protest rally in the favor of their d(-.mauds in Provincial Capital.

Pakistani bestowed
British Empire Medal
for serving free meals

LONDON: The British
government

n Pan and Cigaretie Associ

food not eating for a whole

day in January, up from

ragedy. INP

and trade fair in
Northeast Chin

BEUING: The enchantment of Made-in-Pakistan
specialties- including but not limited to wood carving,
bronze carving, carpets- firmly holds the gaze of visi-
tors by its unique appearance and deep-rooted cultural
foundation at the 32nd China (Harbin) International

Economic and Trade Fair (HTF).
Kicked off in Harbin, Heilongjiang
on June 13, nearly 300 companies

nologies ans
this 5- -day fair, China Economic Net

Monday. Made-in-Pakistan specialties, especmllv fur-
niture, carpet, jewelry, cashmere and the like, are inter-
popular because of their elegant textures and
“Paka stan handlr.raﬂs products
have been very much liked by Chinese people even in
Pakistan Besides, as far as gems and jewelry is con-
cemned, it is evident to all over the world that Pakistan
is blessed with precious and semi-precious stones and
China is big market of it, which are opportunities that

nationally
superior workmanship

motivated us to start business.INP

rom 38 countries
and regions gathered here with new projects, new tech-
new products, showing thnr glamour at

Sajid Sadpara to summit Nanga Parbat

without supplemental oxygen

ISLAMABAD
Pakistani  mounmaineer

Sajid Ali Sadpara has
announced to
Nanga

summit
Farbal wnhout

Parbat base camp and he
would summit it next
month along with his

friends.

The internationally
renown mountain
chmber Sajid_Sadpara

Nanga Parbat is
s 126 melers hjgh and it
is the
mountain in the »\or d.

He said he wanted to
climb all 14 peaks above
,000 meters  without
supplemental  oxygen,
adding that so far he ad
climbed 6 highest peaks
without  supplemental
oxygen :

ith an elated sense of
pride, he said that he was
the son of Ieiendary
mountaineer Ali Sadpara
and “1'm mud oflt

He he wanted to
[u]ﬂ]\ hls mhws dream
climbing all 14 peaks.
‘]Jnd Sal para Lwnel.ed
on Thursday that he was
departing fm Nanl,.
Parbat Expedition 2023

from Islamabad to Chilas
and he would be climbing

without
xygen

n April 15, Sajid Ali
Sadpara mxde histor r¥v
he  became the first
Pakistani to scale the
Nepal's 8,091 metre tall
Annapurna  mountain,
without_the support of
high-altitude porters and
cu{nplemema] oxygen.

J\panO'-‘l chmbe\s
Sirbaz
Muhammad Abdm Jnshl
had become the first
Pakistanis  to summit
Annapurma, but with sup-
plemental o?m.en and not
in Alpine style.

The fype of ascent,
where climbers are not
supported by high-alti-

supplemental

tude porters from base
camp 10 the summit, is
called Alpine style
Speaking to” reporters
at the Nepal Embauy in
Islamaba; onday,
Sajid Sadpara sald that he
wis on his way to Nan;
Parbat base camp_and b

without

would Summ!l it nrxl aud “I'm
month along with his He sai
friends.

The mtemauuna]h by climbiny
renowned mountain
climber. Sajid Sadpurﬂ
said Nanga Parbat is dup«mn
8,126 meters high and it Parbat
is the minth ~ highest

mnmuam in the world
He said he wanted to

climb all 14 peaks above

8,000 meters without

without

supplemental
adding that so far
climbed 6 highest peah

ox{‘g
3 ith an elated sense of
pride, he said that he was
the son of legel
mountaineer Ali

fulfill his l'a(her: dream
Sajid Sad
on ﬁursday that he was
Na
from Islamabad to ( hilas

and he would be climbing

o April
Saj|§AI\ Sadpara INP

oured a Pakistani who
serves free meals o low-
income families residing
in Hounslow area of
ondon
British-Pakistani
Ehsan Shahid Choudhry,
the  co-founder
Muslim Hands — The
pen Kitchen, will be
awarded the British
Empire Medal (BEM)
under the Order of the
British Empire (OBE)
His name has been
included in the King's
Birthday Honours List
2023,

The award was estab-
lished by King George V
in 1917 to honour those
who had served in a non-
combative role and made
contributions to arts, sci-
ences, charitable work
and public service. The
OBE also includes the
British Empire Medal

resented 1o those who
ave contributed to serv-
ice in their community.

The charity Muslim
Hands was started in
Nottingham in 1993
when, in the wake of the
Bosnia war, Muslims in
the UK began to collect
donations and charity for
the peo;)le of Bosnia

Choudhry
Iaumhu{ The Open

itchen, a  service
through low-
income n get

rree lunch thmughu«m the

Thl: charity focuses
operates in London and
Nottingham, home to
some of the most
deprived communities in
the country, according to
its website.

able to serve S00 meals a
day to needy families
With a team of almost
30 volunteers, The Open
itchen runs across the
week in both cities.
Food poverty has
become a growing prob-
lom in the LK with many
now struggling to put
food on the table, said a
report presented in the
UK par lameut last week.
It stated that in
?GZIQ” 4.7 million
Ie, or 7 percent of the
K population were in
d |nc1udmg
dren.
he suuanon has been
aggravated due to rising
food prices which have
gone up by 19 percent
Befween April 2022 and
2023, according to the
report
Au earlier survey by
the Food Foundation
think tank reported the
number of children
in food poverty has near-
Iy doubled in the last
ear to almost four mil-
ion The survey reported
that one in five house-
holds was skipping
meals, going hungry or
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12 percent al the same
time in 2022,

British-Pakistani
Ehsan Shahid Choudhry,
the — co-founder  of
Muslim Hands — The
Open Kitchen, will be
awarded the British
Empire Medal (BEM)
under the Order of the
British Empire (OBE})
His name has been
included in the King's
Emhday Haonours List
2023

The award was estab-
lished by King George V
in 1917 to honour those
who had served in a non-
combative role and made
contributions to arts, sci
ences, charitable work
and public service. The
OBE also includes the
British Em Medal

resented to those who

have contributed to serv-
n their communit

The charity Muslim
Hands was started in
Nu(tmgham in 1993

when, 1n the wake of the
Bosnia war, Muslims in
the UK began to collect
donations and charity
for the people of
Bosnia INP
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MolB must pay retirement benefits to PBC
employees, directs President

[SLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Monday directed the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
<

(MolB) to pay retirement benefits to 38 employees of Radio Pakistan within three months as their fami

were facing hiardships due to delayed payments,

shortage of financial resources,
v,

ed the Secret:

A ravenuet;gene[almg institution, such as Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC), was facing an acute
i

e note
rif Alvi emphasized taking up the matter of providing funds to PBC at the highest level and direct-
) / MolB fo seek approval of the competent authority to obtain funds Tor

pension, gratuity, and commutation within three months and report compliance to Wafa

ment in lieu of

1 ohtasib.
These remarks were given by him while disposing of a representation filed by PBC SEAisb B aeE
lh:_:l_thfuqn Mohtasit d\rcahnF it to make the payment to the aggrieved employ

e act of non-payment of
maladministration, he added.

benefits t

ees.
o employees under the garb of financial constraints amounted to

The Mohtasib had regretted that the superannuated employees were roaming to 58! their genuine and

legal rights, in such old ages, where every penny was a basic necessity of that retire

employee

cial Capital.

English
translation
of "Diwan Abu
Talib" launched
at PAC

RAWALPINDI: Launching ceremo-
ny of English translation of Hazrat
Abu Talib’s poarg collection "Diwan
Abu Talib" was held in Punjab Arts
Council (PAC) in collaboration with
Central Imam Hussain Coungil.

Former  controller  of  Radio
Pakistan, Syed Altaf Hussain Shah has
translated * Diwan Abu  Talib in

]:ng ish

hairman of the Central Imam
Hussain Council, Dr. Ghazanfar
Mehdi presided over the ceremony
while former Chairman of the
Pakistan Academy of Letters, Dr.
Yusuf Kushk, attended as a special
%:Jest Ms, Kausar Parveen performed
the duties of host the event.

Addigssing the _cetemony. Dr
Ghazanfar Mehdi said that the main
point of Hazrat Abu Talib's poetry is
monotheism and prophethood. It is
important to enli ﬁ'hm" the new gener-
ation with the achievements of Hazrat

bu Talib

Speaking on the occasion, former
chairman ~ Academy of Letters
Pakistan, Dr. Yousuf Khokh said that
the translation of Diwan Abu Talib has
led to an increase in our literary her-
itage. Translation of Diwan Abu Talib
from Arabic to English was a difficult
task, which Altaf” Ahmad Shah has
done beautifully.

The author of the book, Dr. Altaf
Ahmad Shah, said that he has
expressed his love for Abu Talib by
translating Diwan Abu Talib into
English. Hazrat Abu Talib's praise and
naat is the golden chapter of our reli-
%;uus studies. Prominent junist Kokab
_lghai Advocate said that Hazrat Abu

alib's poetry collection is a clear
expression 0f his faith._Director
1hwaal‘!:md1 Arts  Council Wa%ar
Ahmed thanked the participants IN

Court extends
interim bail of
PTI chief in

six cases

ISLAMABAD: The interim hail of
Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) chairman and former prime mi
ister in six cases registered against
him in Islamabad was extended on

Ay,

In six cases registered against PT1
chief at Karachi Company police sta-
tion, PS Secretariat, Ramana_police
station and Tarnol police station, he
appeared before the Islamabad court

he judge dunng hearing, asked

Salman  Safdar, the lawyer of
Chairman PTL, when do you ‘want to
join the investigation “We want to
Join the inv ion today at this

dar replied to the

court building,
Jud,

ge

1 don’t have the power to order the
PTI chief to join the investigation in
this building.

Later the court extended interim
bail of the former prime minister in six
cases until July 4 )

The PTI chief had been facing over
100 cases under different charges in
the country. T

Earlier” on May 23, an Anti-
Terrorism _Court (ATC) extended
interim bail of former premier and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf” (PTI) chief
Imran Khan in eight cases registered
against him.I

Accused of triple
murder over

property
dispute held

PAKPATTAN: The police on
Monday arrested an accused who held
Killed his wife and parents-in-law over

roperty dispute
‘olice said that the accused of triple

murder identified as Zaheer Baloch
was amrested from insider River Sutlej.

The culprit had killed his wife and
parents-in-law over &)rcferty.daspgle
in Shamgarh area, Chakbaidi police
station jurisdiction in Pakpattan.

District Police Officer FDPD) Tarig
Walyat said that the accused was at
large after committing triple murder
but was held by police early Monday
moming. INP
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gAII‘ACHI:A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child during Polic Campaign , in
LU

SC reserves verdict on
petitions challenging
apex court
judgments review law

ISLAMABAD: A three-mem-=
ber bench of Supreme Court
Pakistan after Corqgl\mnn of argu-
ment from both sides on Monday
reserved the verdict on petitions
challenging _ the :ourj
an

Headed by Chief Justice
Bandial and tomprising Justice
ll{nzul Ahsan and Justice Munib

khtar, the apex court benc
heard the petitions challenging the

vires of the Supreme Court
E eview of Judgments and
erlcrs) Act 2023

T

he vires of the Act were chal-
lenged by Ghulam Mohiuddin,
Zaman Rhan VYardak and the
Jurists Foundation, through its
CEQ Riaz Hanif Rahi_ :
Attorney General for Pakistan
AGP) Mansoor Usman Awan and
akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf fTII
lawyer Ali Zafar during the hear-

::;g concluded their arguments,
after which the top court reserved
the verdict )
The CIP Bandial said, “We will
anncunce the verdict after dis-
cussing i

{ t to appeal cases under
Article 184-3 and said such cases
had a separate jurisdiction for
review At this, andial
remarked that the government
could Ire%.islm, but it does not
seem nght to give the right of
appeal in revision “The right to
appeal in Asticle 184/3 cases
should be decided very thought-
fully. In India too, there is no nght
of direct appeal in Article 184/3
cases,” he remarl

The AGP maintained that the
Constitution did not limit the
jurisdiction of revision.Mean
while, CJP Bandial agreed that the
legislature could expand INP

High-yielding rice varieties to
increase production ease
growers” miseries: Chairman PARC

ISLAMABAD Chairman
Pakistan Agricultural Research
Council (PARC) Dr. Ghulam

Muhammad Ali has said that
introducing_high-yielding rice
will increase the pro-
of the crop besides
high profit to growers

ping in lessening their suf-
ferings
This was stated by the

Chairman PARC while speak-

ing dunn;lt‘ Rice Variety
Evaluation Committee (VE
meeting held at PAR

Headquarters in Islamabad on

onday. .
Representatives  from the
Federal Seed Certification,
national and multinational seed
companies, provincial see
councils, as well as rice scien-
tists from research institutes at
the provincial and federal lev-
els attended the meeting.
Chairing _the
Member ~ PARC's
Sciences Division, Dr. Imtiaz

Hussain said that the PARC
was committed to extend all
out cooperation with public
and private sector institutes
and seed companies as well in
the evaluation and introduction
of rice hybrids and varieties

ARC's National
Coordinator on  Rice, Dr
Muhammad Yousuf gave a
comprehensive overview of
fifty-one proposals for rice
hybrids/varieties to the com-
mittee members.

After detailed discussion and
vigilant _ consideration, the
Variety Evaluation Committee
(VEC) recommended 14 high
?u ing rice hybrids inclus
ong

n
rain Basmati, bluvfcrtf%
fied Basmati and Green Super
Rice varieties from private
seed companies for cultivation
in Pakistan Meanwhile, the
PARC’'s National Institute of
Genomics and Biotechnology
{NIGAB) introduced four fine
rice varieties.INP

Greece Shipwreck
Tragedy: FIA
registers cases against
human traffickers

GUIRANWALA: Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) on
onday registered four separate
cases against human waffickers
iecloo i the Grosee-shipwrodk

Lrnied}. e
s many as 78 Pakistani nation-
als drowned when the ill-fated
boat with reportedly 400 to 750
K/?:‘f]e onboard sank in the
iterranean Sea near the Greek
coast, 4
According to media reports,
some 104 people were rescued
a senl  to Kulnmalucl
Greece.Cases registere:
against the human traffickers in
jrat and Gujranwala on the
complaints of the people rescued
in the boat wreckage ragedy
FIA named 12 human traf-
fickers including Asif Sanyara,
Riyasat, Rana Naqash, Nadeem

ISLAMABAD:Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz

Innovation Award among the successful candidates, in F

Aslam and Muhammad Aslam and
others in three cases registered in

Gujrat
n  announcement of PM

Shehbaz Sharif, Pakistan observed
a day of mourning over the tragic
deaths of its national in the ship
sinking incident near the coast of
Greece on June 14, 2023

The national flag flied at half-
mast and special prayers were
offered for the deceased the
Greece ship tragedy.

As many as 75 Pakistani nation-
als drowned when the ill-fated
boat with reportedly 400
eople onboard sank in the

editerranean Sea near the Greek
coast According to media reports.
some 104 people were rescue
and sent to  Kalamata,
Greece.Cases were  registered
against the human INP

er details, Syed Pervaiz Hussain Shah and 37 others (the co:rr];%lgnams} had filed a complaint with
o

A
the -afxﬂi Mohtasib stating that they had retired from service of
n Payment Orders (PPOs) weré issued but no payment was made so far.
Feeling aggrieved. they approached the Wafaqi

Pension

ifferent dates and necessary

ohtasib, who passed the order in their favour. PBC,

then, chose to file a representation before the President against Mohtasib’s order.
The President disposed of the representation by observing that it was an established law that a

ment serv

ant, wha retired

overn-
vetamient servics, qualifying for retirement benefils, pension being &

material part of it, did not get it as a bounty of the State but as a right acquired after putting in satisfacto-
ry service.He said that it was matter of grave concern that PBC’s retired employees and their families were

striving hard without havi r\%?mslonnry benefits, to which they were entitled.
admitted the entitlement an
President Alvi, therefore, disposed of the representation witl

e noted that PBC had also
iability of pension/ commutation/ rxlui? etc. payable to its em es
1!

]DEE i
the direction to Secretary MolB to seek

approval of competent authority to obtam funds for payment of benefits to employees within three

months INP

UN chief criticized IMF and
World Bank, saying IMF favors

ISLAMABAD: Antonio Guterres, Secretary-
of the United Nations criticized the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank in a recent paper, saying that IMF has benefit-
ed rich countries instead of
He pointed out that IMF and World Bank’s
COVID-12 pandemic which he
ed 2 “stress test” for the institutions isa
fatlure” that left dozens of countries deeply ind
€d, according 10 a report carried by China Economic

General

resrnﬂsa to the
cal

Net (CEN) on Monday.
Guterres said thal
and World Bank to ri,

as §2

unding in 1960,

At the same time, many developing countries are
in a deep financial crisis, exacerbated by inflation,
rising interest rates and a standstil] in debt relief.

Guterres added that IMF's lending rules unfairly

‘avor wealthy nations. This is done aceording to the
rules, but, this is “morally wrong” said Guierres

Deeply
grieved over
Greece
tragedy,
incident must
be probed:
Sherry

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Climate
Change an
Environmental
Coordination  Senator
Sherry Rehman has said
that “Greece shilpwrecl:
tragedy claiming lives of
a number of countrymen
has deeply grieved her
and the incident should be
probed thoroughly.

ese  views  were
expressed by her while
sharing her sentiments
relating the tragedy on her
twitter handle

Sherry Rehman wrote,
“Devasfated to hear of the
terrible boat tragedy. This
loss of lives of men,
women and children is a
moment of bereavement
for all of us. Prayers for
all the families who lost
their loved ones.™

The minister further
stated that there was also
need to investigate how
this happened as well as
m(r:ipecl on why it hap-
pened INP

UAE, Qatar
reopen
embassies
after years of
tensions

DUBAL'  The United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and
Qatar on Monday
announced the reopening
of their respective diplo-
matic missions, six years
aiter the Gulf rivals sev-
ered ties during a regional
blockade that sent ten-
$10n5 S0ANNg, _

e two fesource-rich
monarchies restored offi-
cial relations in January
2021 after the end of the
nearly four-year diplo-
matic and transport block-
ade that isolated tiny
Qatar. “The UAE and the
state of Qatar

it’s time for the boards of IMF
ht what he called the histaric
wrongs and “bias and injustice built into the current
international financial architecture”
He said the institutions haven’t kept pace with
lobal growth. According to him, the World Bank
7 billion in paid capital and the money are
used for low-interest loans and grants for govern-
ment development programs, yet, as a percentage of
lobal GDP, it is less than a fifth oIF

rich countries

He called for major reforms such as strengthening
the representation of developing countries on the
boards of IMF and World Bank, changing IMF quo-
tas, and revamping the use of IMF funds.

Guterres has also previously eriticized the global
financial institutions in public. He expressed his
discontent using strong language during his visit to
India in October 2022; sayig fhat the nternational
financial system is “morally bankrupt” as it fayors
the rich countries, and he expected India's involve-
ment in reforming it

There has always been criticism of the two insti-
tutions. Maurice Kugler, a professor of public poli-
cy at George Mason University, told The Associated
Press that the institutions’ failure to help the needi-
est countries “reflects the persistence of a top-down
approach in which the World Bank president is a US
natianal appointed by the US president and IMF
managiog irector is a European Union national
appointed by the European Commission.”

eveloping countries, including India and China,
have long called for reform of the global financial
institutions to make them develop realistic and
effective programs and give d:velopin%‘ countries
their due treatment. Although there have been
impravements in recent years, the changes are not
obvious and rich countries continue to dictate to
them INP

Sardars, their
sponsor equally responsible for
deprivation of Balochistan:
Hidayatur Rehman

00T Ones.

the level of

LAHORE: Secretary General Jamaat-  jail only because he was demandin,
e-Islami gljh Balochistan, Maulana clean drinking water, education amn
Hidayatur Rehman Baloch has held the  health facilities for the locals of Gwadar.

sardars of Balochistan and their spon-
sors equally responsible for the depriva-
tions. of the people of the province.
While addressing a press conference
at Lahore Press Club on Monday said,
“We i Stop

He said the people of Balochistan
wanted due share in the CPEC and l—?’
were not qpiusmu any development. He
sad the inhuman treatment with the
locals on security check posts was cause

are Pakistanis, not traitors of concern for him, demanding removal
deserting us.” of unnecessary pickets.

Chairman ~ Balochistan _ Rights The J1 leader expressed concern over
Maovement (Haq Tehreek corruption and unfair distribution of
Balochlslan?. Maulana Hidayawr resources and said over 70 percent
Rehman Baloch, who recently secured  money from a project went unchecked in

bail from the Supreme Court after four
and half months” detention on false and
fabricated charges, said he was put in

the province. He said the };)eop'\e of
Balochistan were not against Punjab and
PunjabisTNP

= ) B s PN
member of delegation led by ex MPA khwaj
er Shehbaz Sharif.

LAHORE:
on Prime Min;

Pakistani products
attract visitors
at SCO expo

BEUING: Visitors flocked to the
Pakistan National Pavilion at the 2023
SCO International Investment and Trade
Expo held from June 15 to June 18,
where more than 20 Pakistani merchants
displayed their goods.

he Permanent Pakistan National
Pavilion at  the SCODA _ Pearl
International Ex enter, authorized by
the Embassy of Pakistan in China and
operated by the Pakistan China Center at
the SCO

imran nazir calls

tourism exchange and serves as an e-
commerce ptaﬁms for Pakistani prod-
ucts. With an area of 512 square meter

the second floor of the pavilion is for
livestreamin; and e
commerce Muhammad Kami

Managing Director of Pak Link
Enterprises, one of the resident mer-
chants of the Pakistan Pavilion,
expressed his 100 percent delight” at
the platform for promoting Pakistani

the restoration of diplo-
matic representation
between the two coun-
ries,” said a statement on
the UAE’s official.

~ The sides are “resum-
ing the work at the
emmbassy of the UAE in
Doha, and at the embassy
of Qatar in Abu Dhabi
and its consulate in
Dubai”, it said.

Saudi Arahiad the UAE,
Bahrain ~ an Egypt
imposed a diplomatic and
transport_blockade on
Qfmr in 2017, accusing it
of supporting extremist
organisations and becom-
ing too close to Iran.

The reopening of the
diplomatic ~ ‘missions
comes at a time. INP

Sharif distributing PM's National

‘ederal Capital.

Area, displays
and sells nearly 200 Pakistani special-
ues, including food (biscuits, spices),
e, wooden crafts, onyx, bedding, hand:
woven tapestnes, s\li scarves, leather
bags, and salt lamps, ete, China
Economic Net (CEN) reported on

handicrafts is highly anticipated
exhibition has brought us new opportu-
nities for international trade coopera-
tion”, he said Wang Zihai, Pakistani
Honorable Investment Counsellor high-
lighted that the expo has had a signifi-
cant positive effect on the promotion of
Pakistani products and culture. Besides
the significant increase in turnover, a
steady stream of visitors keep showing
their ‘interests in further understanding
all aspects of the country INP

JI demands formation of
JIT to probe into Karachi
mayor election

KARACHI Hafiz Naeemur Rehman
the chief of Jamaat-i-Islami’s Karachi
chapter on Monday said would
move the court and demanded formation
of a Joint Investigation Team (JIT) to
ascertain why the union council chair-
men belon, n% to the PTI remained
absent on the day election was for the
port city’s mayor.

_Representatives from all the spy agen-
cies should be made part of the JIT to
determine how these elected members
went missing during the process, said
Rehman told media and accused the PPP.
and the ECP (Election Commission of
Pakistan) of having a nexus. . Karachi mayor by defeating Rehman

Describing the election of PPP's  while Salman Abdullah, also of PPP
Murtaza Wahab as Karachi mayor a rob- Emblmrf the deputy mayor’s slot. Wahab
bery committed against the ait's man- - bagged 173 votes while Rehman could
date and totally fake, he said the process  secure 161 votes only. Out of 366 mem-
was exposed (?;e reality of PPPand ECP.  bers, 333 members were present at the

The JI's local head said they would polling venue while 33 members could
also_stage a “massive protest” outside  not reach the polling venue to cast their
the ECP office in Islamairad. adding that  vote T

onday. )

In addition to displaying and selling
Pakistani products on the first floor, the
Pakistan Pavilion also undertakes the
tasks of China-Pakistan cultural and

the top electoral body would have to
declare the election invalid and rectify
all the mistakes. ) o

Rehman said the failure to hold fair
and free local government polls in
Karachi was just a trailer and questioned
how the body would be able to hold
elections_across the country. “This was
just a trailer, the entire film is yet to be
unveiled™

“How can we trust this instituion to
hold unbiased elections? If the ECP
works as a lacilitator for parties, how
will democracy flourish in Pakistan?”

Last week, Wahab was elect




