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JIT summons Imran
Khan in murder
case of senior
lawyer on June 26

Syed Ali Shah

QUETT
Interrogation Team (JIT)
summoned former prime
minister and chief of the
delsmn Tehrik ¢ Insaf
(PT] mran  Khan
ragardmg an investiga-
tion pertaining to the
murder of Abdul Razzaq

The Joint

Shar Advocate in Quetta offer ~targeted guidance and
he] summon  notice resources {0 help them improve.
would  be  delivered Experts say the Al has so far

through Lahore police to
the former prime minister
Imran Khan.

bail petitions rejected

AI and Climate
Change completely
missing in
Balochistan budget

Syed Al

hah Analysis

The future is all about the
Artificial Intelligence (AI). The AT
has theefo(ennal to significantly
impact education and transform the
learning experience for students
across he globe

Al-powered tutoring systems can
provide interactive and adaptive
support to students. These systems
can assess students’ knowledge,
identify areas of weakness, and

taken mere baby steps. Still a lot
needs to be done, The Al is going to
dominate education, politics, econ-

The son omy ete in the Future
nominated No word of Al in
" the Balochistan global - warming and climate amount is hkk\vpm 50 into some
narrow 1 moti
the former Budget s TP Sdicaion provides an opporn
remler !n s "] d i s e to our students to LUmde on
P the Balochistan govemmeat has noj allocated for e i et
the murder allocated a single penny for the AT opportunities for our students

mo its financial budget for the year

Climate Change

owever, investment in the cli-

.
3-24. The provincial govern-
e thls Shaheed Police Stati d t E' ‘1o the'" Advocate was Bled 1 s N oo oy el e Sl O mi::’”ﬂc‘h:&:mgaf"ﬂ“’n;zn‘l’f":s
aheed Police Station ized to speak to the vocate was killed in a § billions for primary, middle an i,
fﬂthEr in Quetta by police on media. Since the son of firing  incident  on §higher educ’;lmu sector.  The Rs.73 bn'fmnsfor F{f,’g’;]“‘“ ;a:,;‘,‘,ﬂ“g“b"[‘,‘gmlmg
——  the apphcaucn of slain  the slain lawyer has Quetta’s airport road on § finance minister Balochistan, C&Wﬂ’e artment 0ods |ﬂ5| ear pluycd havoe
The son of senior lawyer's son nominated the  former  June 6, The slain lawyer zamamk Achakzai did not uiter a P across i life was

lawyer, Sira] Ahmed

fe have conveyed
Advocate had nominated

the summon nolice
through Lahore police to
the PTI Chief”, a senior

the former premier in the
murder case of his father,
An FIR has already been

police officer said. He

Trem]er therefore, the
IT wants to interrogate
him, he mentioned

The PTI chief has been
summoned on June 26 in

was a
Balochistan High Court
(BHC) seeking registra-
tion of
against the PTI

etitioner at the

treason  case
f for
the assem-

Smlé e wmd about the Al

s Al, the government has
not fuc.nscd on the looming threat
of climate change. Balochistan, the
country’s areawise largest province

The government allocated Rs 71
crore rupees to tackle the climate
change, whereas, more than 73 bil-
lion rupees were allocated for the cum
communication and works

completely pamlyzcd lur a mumh
The provincial ernment
needs to ehanigp its priorities when
s to Al and climate change

depart- the Former offers opporturii-

is prone to all matural disasters

l\:s and the latter poses a serious
threat to human life.

]migul against the PTI

ment. The department is known for
at the Jameel

dlssolwng
chronic corruption and mest of the

requested  anonymity dis
ies elc.

since he was not author-

Balochistan shares schools, hospitals with refugees. Governor

Quetta by the JIT. Senior
lawyer,  Razzaq Shar

because of its vulnerability to the

Stall Beporter L BEeliadii UNHCR fails to
QUETTA Governor Balochistan, Abdul ] Afghan support Afghan
Wali Khan Kakar on Tuesday said the .
P s i Al refugees are & refugeeé- o
o i el i L OVEernor naKar
wgr?dfur::‘fc:ggs y'".?%..e&a Fie said that our b ¥ 0th er. S’ Guv:mor Balochistan said that the edu-
the problem of refu; |s definitely a and girls have also been

Governor
Balochistan

He said that the difficult conditions we
are going thr are known only to the
country and especially to certain areas,
Afihan refugees are our brothers, but since
nhey mngmed here, no effective steps were

Hz smd m mmum 25,000 rupees are
given fo the families of the refugees, but

our schools, hospllals. markets and trade
have been affecte

Asad Umar, Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, Asad Qaiser’s bail

Iehn! problem, the war " in
fuhanistan m EDTS people started com-
ing here from
No steps taken to
rehabilitate Afghan
refugees
Malik Wali Kakar said that s of
i ‘..f.g*t‘é“hi%‘rgrei.‘i

countries of the world. He said that no one
tried to know what happened to the people

Army vows all-out support to
govt for economlc stability

not a single

ited Nations
Cnmmmmunar for  Refugees

(U%lHCR] on the local population.

‘We know that the retugees are poor”™, he
menumed He said that we were already
weak, i ed on our
business, our land. live: wck also been
destroyed, on which UNHCR did not coop-
erate with us.

He said that the migrants are moving to
other countries from here, where should we
go? Our youth are dying in boats in con-
necuon with employment in different coun-

ies, the Governor lament

ian of our boys an
badly nﬂccted Until mda{l
e has been spent by

ISLAMABAD: Chief
of Army Staff (COAS)
General Asim Munir has
assured the Pakistan
Army’s all-out support to
complement the govern-
ment’s efforts to deal
with the economic chal-
lenges facing the country,

‘Econontic
Revival Plan’
unveiled to deal
with economic
challenges

wmy chief made

{hioss renisyl’ duing &
h evel meeting

d by Prime
\‘[lmster Shehbaz Sharif

in Islamabad on Tuesday.

The huddle unveiled an
elaborated *Economic
Rewival Plan” in the wake
of economic han‘ishlﬁ
being confronted by the
country, an official ‘state-
ment issued by the PM
Office said

The COAS, while
speaking on the occasion,
assured the army’s all-out
support to complement the
overnment’s efforts for
Heonomic Revival Plan
considered fundamental to
the socio-economic pros-
perity of Pakistanis and
reclaiming the country’s
rightful stature among the
comity of nations, the
cnmmmm}ue quoted the
arm» chief as sayi

PM Ghe‘nbnr rzl:nsz

government inher-
ited an”economy which
was on the brink of <
lapse. With bold and di
cult decisions, it is now
being steered towards
wrowth and development,
e said.“There are, howev-
er, massive challenges

ahead  Export-oriented
FI hold the key to eco-
nomic reviv. he gov-
emment has, therefore
decided to adopt a holis-
tic/whole-of-govemment
approach which fosters
Eam\erslu s \lmhln the
ederal. Web D

Dramatic scenes were
witnessed in the district
and sessions_court in
Islamabad on Tuesday as
the central leaders of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insafl
(PTI) Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, Asad Qaiser and

sad Umar — slipped
from the courircom afier
their pleas seeking bail in
cases related to the May ¢
riots were dismissed.

Additional ~ Sessions
Judge Tahir Abbas Supra
while pronouncing the
verdict dismissed the bail
pelmms of the PTI lead-

ers,
As per details, Qureshi

and Umar moved the court
seeking bail in a case filed
against them at the Tamol
Police Station in the feder-
al capital. Qaiser, howev-
er, sought bail in a case
mg\s\mﬂ a st him at
the  Sangjani  Police

petitions rejected

tation

The PTI leaders reached
the court separately. In a
bid to avoid arrést and
make sure of their suc-
cessful escape, Qureshi
and Umar heard the ver-
dicts while standing at the

doorstep of the courtroom

s soon as the judge
rejected their bail pleas,
the duo hurriedly moved
to the same vehicle and
managed to run away from
the scene Qaiser. however.
left the  courtroom
moments before the judge
pronounced the verdict
which was reserved earli-
erlt is pertinent to men-
tion  here that PTI
Chairman Imran Khan's
arrest in  the Al-Qadir
Trust case on May 9 and
subsequent violent
protests, during which un
ruly supporters and work-
ers stormed Web Desk

A development

PM Shehbaz inaugurates different development
projects worth Rs 20bn

vans to the Pakistan Sweet Homes to provide best
transportation facilities to the students studying in the

ISLAMABAD
Shehbaz Sharif inauj
Brojecu of worth

evelopment  Package of
Islamabad on Tuesday.

Prime Minister Muhammad
urated different development
s 20 billion under Rural

Capital Territory in

Sweet Home.

Inaugurating the Margalla Avenue, Shehbaz Sharif
said that the government 15 taking concrete st

project office

From Our Correspondent
s under e L, e

attacked in Sibi

Under the package, the Prime Minister inaugurated

the newly constructed Ma
meter long highway has

period of eighteen munths He unveiled the plague of

the project as well.
On this occasion,

on Srinagar Highway will
plcw&ﬂuﬁa o alten

the Prime Minister was
detailed briefing about the
that due to construction of

lla Avenue. The 104 kilo-
een completed within the

iven a
E‘ro_]acl He was informed

is avenue, traffic burden
be reduced greatly and peo-

50 get alternate route for travelling.

e Prime Minister also inaugurated rbe construc

tion and expansion of project 01‘%5 km long Sikandar-

e-Azam Road. He unveiled the plaque of the project as

well_ Chairman Capital

ul-Amin gave a detailed briefing about the project to

the Prime Minister

elopment Authority Noor-

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister handed over four

An office of af
dmelupmmldpm}ecl
by the World Bank
was attacked in |he
Sibi city
Balochistan on Tnexd
ay. Police sources said|
unknown miscreants

the Rural Development Pa:.kage of Capital Territory
Islamabad to ensure progress and prosperity of
Islamabad and its suburbs.The Prime Mimister” said
dcs]plte passage of past one year in troubles and crises
uding the political cnsis, the mmeni madc
hectic efforts and work hard to complete these
He said despite financial constraints and hardsl -ps lhe
vernment launched scores of development projects
uring past one. ear&rmdgg criticizing the previous
government of PT1, he said that unnecessary delay was
made in these projects, whi tantamount to crimin:
negligence Highly appreciating the generous help of
brotherly country Chma for c: g out development
%m)am in Pakistan, the Prim ster said the
hief destroyed cordially relations with China by lev-
eling baseless allegations INP

lobbed a hand grenade
al the office of the|

development project.

Police smd the™
hand prenade exploded in the balcony of the office.
However, there was no human loss as a result of the
attack. The attackers escaped unhurt from the
spot Police reached the spot as an investigation into the
incident went underway.
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Funds lapse in
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financially-starved
Balochistan

Lapsing of funds is a common

Balochi

f s I in the financially-starved B ;
The provincial health minister, §ﬁ'ed Ehsan Shah revealed a bitter reality that his

department lapsed Rs.7 billions al

ment for government hospitals. . i
This exposed the poor political commitment coupled with bad govemance and

incompetent officers in Bal
in terms of key social indi
Hospitals without med

ocated for the purchase of medicines and equip-

lochistan, which is already lagging behind other provinces
!

5.
es for last three months in Balochistan

Government-run hospitals in Quetta, the provincial capital have been without

medicines for the last three months. This compounded
needy patients knockin%lhe doors nl’ﬁmemmmt hos)
. ord to go to
ing and needy patients remained the worst sufferers of
emment in general and e heclth departmen i

Since the elites can af

arachi for m

years in BMC

Look mla_hc‘irpn{ the angiography and angi
) {=

the argest go ho?gl L
(BMC) hospital for the last two and half years. This daily has repeatedly report

it in particular.
out of order for the Iast two and hall

lhe{amhlems of deserving and
itals.

al treatment. So the deserv-
s incompetency of the gov-

lasty machines are out of order at
tal i.e. Bolan Medical Complex

the

out of order machines. Unfortunately, the reports are falling on deaf ear:

The BM

C administration cites lack of
the non repair of machine:

ars.
funds as the underlying reason behind

hines.
Rs.7 billions lapsed in health deyarunml Balochistan

This is strange, on one hand Rs

billions are lapsed by the department, on the

other hand, the same department complaints about lack of funds for the repair of two

machines in BMC
Simply, this is

bl

s
the machines are deliberately

clinics and hospitals.

Provincial government should put its own house in order prior to criti

Islamabad

From the province’s chief minister to a section officer ev
financial crisis, currently. Blaming Islamabad for the all ills
the hallmark of all polifical leade

However, they are yet to put their own

pline in this resources-starved province of the country.

d by this daily suggests

e ;i d by
‘made out of order to force the patients towards private

of

one speaks about the
the province has been

rs from %‘memmeﬂl to opposition
ouse in order and ensure financial disci-

The National
Economic Council has
set an economic growtl
target of 3.5 per cent for
the upcoming fiscal
ye;lz'r].n l;«ghlle also
acknowledgmng a popu-
lation growth %au: gicg 6
er cent — making

akistan the fastest
growing country in the
world in terms of popu-
lation In-effect, ~even
vith much assump-
tions, GDP_per capita
may actually decline
urther, as population
growth outpaces GDP
rowth. The  National
‘I ONOINIC Councgah.?s
also mfosed a devel-
opmegt udget of Rs2 7
trillion, which is fiscally
profligate, while the
Sovereign_ continues 1o
operate with constrained
budgets, and keeps on
running massive fiscal
deficits.If the plan 1s to
continue _borrowing to
bridge fiscal deficits,
and allocate trillions
towards development
expenditure while refus-
ng to e.?ﬁend the tax
net, then things may Bt%
even worse during
upcoming months

The sovereign has a
serious debt problem. It
13 estimated that more
than 70 per cent of all
taxcollected will be
used for debt servicing,
leaving very little to run
operations of the state
and undertake develop-

ment expenditure. In an

A fiscal disaster

environment where the
country is reeling with
mflation levels exceed-
ing 38 per cent on a
r‘aar—on-year basis, and

ighest ~ ever interest
rates at 22 per cent,
designin

% L
strategy heavily relying
on more debt is a recipe
for disaster. The expect-
ed fiscal defictt for the
upcoming fiscal year 15
Rs6 trillion, and if husto-
ry provides any guid-

rates would effectively
mean taking on more
debt to settle earlier
debt, and its associated
mark-up As the sover-
eign takes on more debt,
it further pushes out the
private sector, further
encroaching on its
space. Acf;mwlh stratey

esigned around debt
will eventually lead to
trouble, as capital avail-
able for the government
to borrow from gets
scarcer thereby pushing
up interest rafes.As the
govemment keeps print-

g more money, 1t 15
onl _gom§ to drive
nflation further up,

resulting in a bad feed-
! Emli‘oop,ande}v:;zwt\.!a]—
Y n hyypenn-
Hation 1F the fiscal posi-
tion is not brought in
order. As the quantum of
local debt reaches an
unsustainable level,

capital gets scarcer, that
may lead to potential
restructuring of local
debt or excessive tax
rates, which could hurt
the overall fiscal stabili-
ty of the system’

tools that the sovereign
can use to manage its
finances are getting
scarcer by the day. The
inability fo take correc-
tive action is only going
to make problems
worse, making them
more  difficult  and
painful to solve in the
near term The upcom-
ing budget is as unimag-
inative as the last many
budgets. Hiking up tax
rates on the same sec-
tors that are already
documented. grand
schemes of grandeur
under the development
programme without any
consideration of how
they may be funded, and
absolutely nothing on
how the bloated expen-
diture side of the gov-
emment can be rational-
d. state-owned
entities  continue  to
bleed, and will continue
to cost dearly to the tax-
payer, while we take on
more debt to plug their
losses.Not much was
expected from the budg-
et either, but there was
an iota of hope that
there may be some fis-
cal prudence, and some
efforts would be taken
to expand the tax net
and put the fiscal side in

order. There seems to be
little realization of

the  incessant _fiscal
deficits are spiraling out
of control that may
either hurt fiscal stabali-

e system, or lea

to hyperinflation. This 15
a ‘budget designed
around ~ accumulating
more debt at historically
high interest rates, with-
out_talkmg much about
at. Failure or mability of
the state to expand its
tax net will eventually
lead to higher inflation
due to fiscal deficits,
making it even harder
for households 1o sur-
vive, let alone thrive A
fiscally irresponsible
savereign will be hurt-
ng any chances of pros-
perity. or_ sustainable
growth of the fastest
growing country in the
waorld, in terms of popu-

lation. The government
is working with a frame-
work of SEs, straight out

of a consultant's play-
book, without realizing
that all of this 1s being
funded by debt and an
expanding fiscal deficit
that no one has any plan
to fix. As the sovereign
takes on more debt, it
further pushes out the
private sector, further

encroaching  on  its
space, h strategy
esigne: d debt

arouns
will “eventually lead to
trouble, as capital avail-
able for the government
to borrow from gets

r Hahib Khan

searcer thereby pushing
up interest rafes. As the
government keeps print-
Ing more money, it is
onﬂy gom% to drive
mflation  further up,
resulling in a bad feed-
Ihw:k‘quup‘ and cr\;;:nrualf

s ending up in hyperin-
ﬁ_atmp iiglhc fiscal posi-
tion is not brought in
order. As the quantum of
local debt reaches an
unsustamable level, and
capital gets scarcer, that
may lead to potential
restructuring of loc
debt or excessive tax
rates, which could hurt
the overall fiscal stabili-
ty of the system.The
tools that the sovereign
can use to manage its
finances are petting
scarcer by the day. The
inability to take correc-
tive acfion is only going
to make problems
worse, maki them
more  difficult  and
painful to solve in the
near term.The upcom-
ing budget is as unimag-
mative as the last many
budgets. Hiking up tax
rates on the same sec-
tors that are already
documented, grand
schemes of grandeur
under the development
programme without any
consideration of how
they may be funded, and
absolutély nothing on
how the gluated expern-
diture side of the gov-
;amg\em can be rational-
i

Pakistan's trade policy
plays a key role in inte-
grating the country into
the global  economy
through global value
chains  (GVCs). The
analysis of Pakistan's
export dynamics - differ-
entiating between direct
and indirect trading, eval-
vating GVC participation
rates, and  examimng
GVYC lengths — provides
valuable insights into the
country’s osition  in
global production  net-
works

It is important to
explore the mmplications
of these findings and pro-
pose key trade policy
measures  to  enhance
Pakistan’s involvement in
GVCs.

Pakistan's exports can
be classified into direct
and indirect trading
Direct trading refers to a
simpler form of trade
where solely Pakistan’s
value-added is exported
toand used by the import-
ing country,

Direct trading exports
accounted for $25.6 bil-
lion out of a total of $32.5
billion in gross exports in
2022. Indirect trading
involves the incorporation
of foreign value-added

the production
rocess, exemplifying the
cross-border production-
sharing characteristic of
GVCs. Pakistan’s indirect
trading was around $6.9
billion in the same year.

By analyzing trade in
terms of value-added, we
can reveal hidden indirect
trading connections not
evident in_traditional
trade data. China serves
as the initial destination

Rethinking

for 158 per cemt of
Pakistan’s  re-exported
exports, while
Bangladesh receive
around 7.8 per cent of
these exports.
Additionally, hina

accounts for 17 4 per cent
of the imported inputs
used in  Pakistan's
exports, followed by 12.8
ger cent from the US.
‘hese findings highlight
the sl%mﬁeanoe of region-
al and global trading part-
ners in Pakistan’s integra-
tion inte GVCs

Gve participation
rates serve as a crucia
measure of a country’s
engagement in global pro-
duction networks.
Pakistan’s GVC participa-
tion rates have shown
minimal growth over the
1\3‘15( two decades, lagging
ehind other developing
countries like Vietnam
and  Cambedia Te
enhance these rates, the
country needs to adopt
targeted trade policies

First, diversification of
export sectors  beyond
textiles is essential to ca
ture opperiunities in
emerging industries. This
requires identifying sec-
tors with growth potential
and pmviﬁing appropriate
policy support to facilitate
their development.

Second, improving the
ease of doing business
and creating an enabling
environment for invests
ment can attract foreign
direct investment (FDI)
and promote technologi-

advancements.

Investments in research
and development, innova-
tion, and skills develop-
ment  will  enhance

Pakistan’s competitive-
ness and enable 1t to par-
ticipate in higher value-
added segments of GVCs
Third, fostering region-
al integration and connec-
tivity Is crucial. Pakistan
should actively pursue
regional trade agreements
and initiatives, such as the
South Asian Free Trade
Area  (SAFTA), 1o
enhance trade flows with-
in the region. This will
facilitate greater cross-
border investments, tech-
nology  transfer, and
knowledge-sharing,
strengthening Pakistan's
position in regional and
global value chains.
Pakistan primarily
exports simple textile
products and relies on for-
eign processing support to
produce finished goods.
To mave up the value
chain, it is imperative to
strengthen domestic pro-

cessing capabulities.
Trade policies should
focus on promoting

domestic value addition
and encouraging invest-
ments in advanced manu-
facturing  technologies,
research and develop-
ment, and skills enhance-
ment, This will enable
Pakistan to undertake
more stages of the pro-
duction process domesti-
ca&ly a‘n‘;i‘increm the

trade

facilitating access to
finance, enhancing
research and development
in agricultural technolo-
gies, and promoting link-
ages between farmers and
agro-processing  indus-
tries. By doing so,
Pakistan can enhance pro-
ductivity, reduce post-
harvest losses, and cap-
ture adglemer share of
value-added in agricultur-

al e'xi_Funs

Efficient trade facilita-
tion measures and robust
infrastructure are vital for
mleﬂg.;alm_g into GVCs
Trade policies should pri-
oritize the simplification
and harmonization of cus-
toms procedures, reduc-
ing trade costs, and facili-
tating cross-border trade.
The implementation of
single-window systems,
automation of customs
rocesses, and the estab-
ishment of trade informa-
tion portals can expedite
trade flows and enhance
competitiveness.

Infrastructure devek
ment is equally important.
Investments in transporta-
tion networks, logistics
hubs and modernizing
ports will improve con-
nectivity, reduce transit
times and lower logistics
costs. Special economic
zones and industrial parks
should Lie established

in its exports.

In the agriculture sec-
tor, where both domestic
and foreign processing
contribute 1o  exports,
trade policies should sup-
port the development of
agro-industries and value
chains. This involves
improving infrastructure,

,  providing
necessary infrastructure,
utilities, and incentives to
attract investment and
promote manufacturing
activities linked to GVCs.

To effectively partici-
pate in GVCs, Pakistan
must invest in skills
development and human
capital. Trade policies

should emphasize educa-
tion and vocanonalwrmné
ing programmes alignes
wﬁhpm ustry nﬂedsyﬂy

uipping the workforce
\e.vq.lhpp l%]amnl skills,
Pakistan can meet the
demands of higher value-
dded production
processes, attract quality
Jobs, and improve labour

roductivity,
Collaboration  between
the government, private
sector, and educational
institutions is crueial to
bridge the skills gap and
foster a capable work-
force for GVC-related
industri

Pakistan's trade policy
can reshape its involve:
ment in GYCs and global

duction networks, By
everaging the insights
ained from amalyzing
irect and indirect_trad-
ing, evaluating GVC par-

ticipation  rates, and
understanding  GVC
lengths, Pakistan can

devise targeted policies to
enhance its integration
into GVCs.

To maximize its poten-
tial, Pakistan should
focus om diversifying
export sectors, strength-
ening domestic process-
ing capabilities, foster-
ing regional integration,
facilitating trade, invest-
ing in infrastructure, and
promoting skills devel-
opment.

By implementing
these measures, Pakistan
can harness the opportu-
nities offered by g\r’[‘s,
attract  investments,
upﬁmde its industries,
and achieve sustained
and inclusive economic
growth

Drowning to

he capsizing
of a ng
trawler off the
coast of Greece
has  shocked
many around
the world, At least 78
have died and several
hundred remain missing
Pakistan was report
Iy the most well rep
sented nation on the boat
The Foreign Office has
reported that 12
Pakistanis  have
idemified among those
whose bodies have been
found — many more, per-
haps hundréeds, remai
unaccounted for. CNN
has reported a Pakistani
official source claiming
that 300 Pakistanis may
have died. Already the
dissembling and perfor-
mative aches and pains of
a helpless and hapless
state and societal elite has

equn
As [ write these words
on the *day of mourning’
for the middle-class men
and women that died flee-
ing this El!p:c\ the out-
come of the inquinies, the
outrage and the flagella-
tion in the discourse is the
only thing about Pakistan
that is guaranteed. The
third-tier criminals that

e last mile of the
supp% chain that ends
with Pakistanis jumping
off HMS Sohnf Dharti
will face some jail time,
maybe even serious jai
time. But the first-tier
criminals that are the
plantation owners, the
executive producers, the
lead conductors and chief
engineers of this tragic
Rock Bottom Enterprise?
They will continue to
spray Zippo lighter fluid
across the length and
breadth of the land, burn-
ing down whatever sem-

blance of order remains.
For evidence, one net
not look further than the
budget document foisted
upon the country last
week. [shaq Dar is seized
by the interests of the
PML-N, we are told Of
course, he will do what he
is doing, But what 15 it
exactly that he is doing?
He is essentially trying to
find encugh oxygen for
the state 10 survive past
the expiry date of the cur-
rent government. What
happens 1o Pakistan the
day after? Ishaq Dar, we
are told, doesn’t care — he
is the one that keeps
telling us, in his charmin
ahzeb Khanzada side
manner. This is a stranpe
flex for the Pakistani elite
to keep trotting out. “]
was wronged" and now *T
don’t care”. Or the more

guwerfu]. Tt isn’t right,
ut the country must be
saved”

The newest means of
saving Pakistan is to con-
vert the most passionate
consumers of the fictions
that the military itself
manufacture to  the

the honourable lawyers
that it is lucky to have?
How does. this keep hap-
pening? What are the
short-, medium- _and
long-term effects of the
constant throwing of the
constitution  into  the
shredder? It is exit

I was first given the
ﬁ o Albert
irschman’s “Exit, Voice
and Loyalty: Responses
to Decline in Firms,
Organizations and States
by a professor that insti-
tuted the essay as Sm of
my masters in 1999, By
that time, Exit, Voice and

v

Mosharaf Zaidi
Loyalty was almost thirty
years old — older than me
then, and much older than
the Pakistani median age
of 23

Hirschman's ~ frame-
work helps us understand
what  motivates  the
dynamic between indi-
viduals and_ systems
terms of sticking to a sys-
em versus choosing to
leave it. Voice and loyalty
are, therefore, really
important elements in
determining_the ultimate
ocutcame. I you have a
voice in a system, and
this voice matters, and
you use it, and this use
ends up making a differ-
ence, this is likely to limit
the chances of your exit
Concurrent 1o’ this, in
Hirschman’s own words,
“The importance of loyal-
ty from our point of view
is_that it can neutralize
within certain limits the
tendency of the most
quality-conscious  cus-
tomers or members to be
the firstto exit.”

it more simply, if you
have loyalty to a system,
you are likely to be able
to endure failures or
‘weaknesses in the system,
Both these elements — the
¢lement of voice and the
element of loyalty — are
however bounded and
Timited. No real-life situa-
tion is ever amalogous (o
the frameworks con-
structed on desks, or lap-
tops, or in laboratories, or
in boardrooms.

But Exit, Voice and
Loyalty offers a powerful
means of assessing, dis-
passionately what hap-
pened prior 1o the capsiz-

of that fishing trawler
off the coast of Greece,
the choices made by con-
sumers of ‘dunkie’, the
market failures

Who controls

By Dr Shahnaz Khan

The country’s econom-
ic sifuation 15 deteriorat-
ing rapidly, and the only
solution we hear is to go
ta either the IMF or
friendly countries for

money.
. This situation has been
in  the making for
decades, and it
more acute due to the
Covid-19 pandemic_and
the current geopolitical
situation. But Pakistan
was on a_shaky grou
much before thal. The
focus of the government,
the media and most econ-
omists is on_ the present,
but no one is offering a
Iorﬁ!erm solution.
€ econony,
essence, is @ system
producmF and distribut-
ing wealth, and this is
closely intertwained with
the political system Its
cvverar:hmlﬁjgm\. should
be the wellbeing of peo-
ple, ensunng equal access
ta resources and opportu-
nities for all citizens
regardless, of race, reli-
gion, ethnicity, language,
gender, etc.
. Ifwe want a more egal-
itarian society and desire
to become a self-reliant,
debt-free nation, we have
to bring a paradigm shift
in our thinking and
approach — one that
involves reorganizing the
economy _and politics.
Some difficult questions
have to be asked, no mat-
ter how disruptive to the
current order they may

€.
The fundamental ques-
tion is who is oontraling
all means of generating
wealth — or means of pro-
duction — in Pakistan and

m its
em of

who makes decisions on
how this wealth 15 distrib-
uted” In our country’s
context, the most impor-
tant means of production
island.
Pakistan is nothing but
a piece of land which
home to some 230 mil
lion pecple. Land is nat
only the source of food,
but it also contains gas,
ail, precious
metals/stones and_other
natural resources. Rivers
ow on it. There are lakes
and underground water.
We buld houses, infia-
structure for public use,
education  institutions,
‘hus itals, parks, etc on

and.

In Pakistan, not only is
land up for sale but its
ownership too 15 concen-
trated in a few hands. Itis
used for speculation, a
cheap and less risky wg
to begome nch — whi
may increase GDP and
ook good on financial
statements, but it actually
hurts the country and the
economy in the long run
Pakistan’s colonial [ueggcy
has also imparted adde
power to land ownership,
causing_oppression_and,
exploitation of people. If
a powerful rich class is
allowed to own as muc
land as it wants, what will
happen to the rest of the
people?

_ Then there are facto-
ries, large businesses,
companies involved in
importsfexports, banks,

Insurance companies,
large media houses, even
education institutions and

healthcare facilities, and
large transport- and con-
struction-affiliated busi-
nesses. A small %;uup of
elite controls all these a

there is monopolization

and mafia-like behaviour

gives them the power to
control political decision-
making and the economy,
which 1s a root cause of
the dire situation we find
ourselves in. X
As long as this contin-
ues, there is no hope for
I erm economic sta-
industrialization,
reedom from debt or
ending poverty. The first
step in the right direction
15 the abolition of the
remnants of the feudal
system_ Abolishing feu-
dalism will free up not
Just the land but the peo-
ple’s potential — so cru-
cial to progress. But it is
only possible if there is a
countrywide mass move-
ment against 1t, as the
land-owning class is quite

powerful.

In urban settings, land
mafias have to be dealt
with. Some important
questions are: should we
continue to build posh
luxury housing societies
when housing shortage
for middle- and lower-

ing crifical
people be allowed to own
as many houses as they
can buy or more than
their needs? 1 believe
there is a need for a com-
prehensive land policy,
taking into account food
and other needs of peo-
ple. Land should be treat-
ed as a_ strategic asset
instead of a commaodity to
be bought and sold in the

The next question is
the role of the state in the
economy. For the past
few decades, a neoliberal
agenda has been imposed
unchallenged by global
capital through institu-

wealth?

tions like the IMF and the
World Bank. The state’s
role has been_ eliminated
TOM economic manage-
ment except for interven-
ing on behalf of capital-
ists, when they get in
trouble. They tell us that
markets_are” self-regulat-
ing, their actions are in
the best interests of c
sumers, state regulations
are bad for the economy
as well as society, the
state_has no business in
running businesses  or
providing services to the
public, “and all state-
owned enterprises should
be privatized, etc. But in
practice, this has been
proven dea_rﬂ{ for the
poor, especially in poor
countries,

The lessons from other
developing countries are
that without state inter-
vention, countries cannot
acheve ther goals. Even
i develoged” countcs;
the state adopted this
strategy in the initial
stages of development
So.in Pakistan, the state
will have to play an
active role and control the,
commanding heights of
the economy - areas
which are strategic to the
country's survival, secu-
nF( and progress. Some
of these areas are heavy
industry, energy sector,
natural “resources, educa-
tion, healtheare, housing
and transport.

Without industrializa-
tion, Pakistan has no
future. But this will not
happen without the state’s
active intervention, The
state will have to take
control, guide, facilitate,
regulate and monitor. It
cannot be left to the pri-
vate sector, which in
Pakistan is used to living

)

on_state subsidies and
maintaining a prvileged
status, It has neither the
capacity nor the waill to
set up what is needed.
The sole purpose of pri-
vate_investors is to make
profit, not to provide
service to F1laenple or think
about  the  couniry’s
Dragress. .

¢ other areas crucial
for economic strength in
the long run are human
development — especially,
of the youth — role of
women 1n the ecanomih
and population control.
Economic experts and
pol ns who  share
their thoughts in the
media give the impres-
sion that the economy is
Just numbers, GDP. dollar
price,
exports, Y
Hardly anyone
about what needs to
done behind the scenes
for sustainable economic
rowth.

Human development,
with a special focus on
young people, is the sin-
gle most important factor
fo put Pakistan on the
road to economic self-
sufficiency. This trans-
lates int0 creating a
waorld-class education
system, which _promotes
not only technical skills
but also soft skills like
critical thinking, innova-
tion, problem” solving,
tolerance, eﬂ—mmdeé—
ness, and debaie and dis-
cussion o resolve differ-
ences. This has not hap-
pened up till now because
the empowered educated
youth is a potential threat
to the hegemony of the
ruling class on economy
and politics No nation
can progress by keeping
women

What the budget
should have been

he welfare
component in
the budget must
i

be viewed in
the context of
_ the prevailing
economic situation in the
country, ~ which  has
brought immense pain,
not just for the poor but all
of society, and has landed
s on the verge of a sover-
&I%;lid.e[au]l
ithin this context, the
hudgbe: needed to reflect a
fine balancing act. On one
and, people expect relie
from the crippling 38 per
cent inflation, massive job
lay-offs, and climate
asters,  whicl have
plunged over one hundred
million people into pover-
 On the other hand,
ere is a need for agperes-
sive structural reform,
with expenditure controls
and austerity measures
that are a prerequisite for
securing bailout fundin
from the IMF and bilateral
partners, without which
we risk sovereign default.

In that regard, 1 ge
uinely believe it 15 possi-
ble to espouse a “double
bottom line approach’ in
the budget which can both
dispense relief to the peo-
ple, as well as serve as
evidence of a commitment
o, reform and fiscal disci-
pline

How does the govern-
ment’s current strategy in
the budget differ from this
approach?  And  what
should the government
have done instead?

First, the government
has opted for expenditure
expansion. At a time when
we areat the cusp of bank-
uptcy,  salaries  and
allowances for govern-
ment servants have been
increased by 30-35 per

cent and pensions have
been raised by 17 per cent
This is a complete depar-
ture from the need to tran-
sition towards perform-
ance-based remuneration
systems.

PSDP expenditures
have been raised 1
per cent, Rs250 billion of
which is for 378 new or
unapproved schemes,
reportedly on the request
of coalifion partners in
view of the
elections, There

Gs" local develop-
ment budget, which 1s
widely recognized as a
tool of political patronage
for members of parlia-
ment, in complete depar-
ture from the imperative
to entrust these resources
to elected local govern-
ments. In contrast_to this
unrestrained spending, the
social welfare budget has
seen a meagre increase of
12.6 per cent. iy
Rather than adopting
this approach, the govern-
ment. should have cur-
tailed expenditures on
government salaries. 1f the
country is in economic
distress, everyone should
tighten their belts. govern-
ment servants being no
exception. Moreover, the
budget for welfare should
have at least been dou-
bled, given the sharp
decline in  purchasing
power for the geop]e.
Where could the mon
for this have come from?
The obvious answer to
this is to widen the tax net
and to increase lax rev-
enues to help fund welfare
programmes. Advanced
analytics to help identi
tax evaders are accessible
to the government to
enable this. In fact, the

government has made an
admission in the budget
strategy itself that they are
aware of non-filers of tax
who have bank accounts
when they proposed a tax
of 0.6 per cent on cash
withdrawals for such indi-
wviduals.

Data analytics can easi-
P identify ‘the tax non-
iler status of someone
with a bank account. Such
an approach enabled us to
identify 820,000 non-
deservi beneficiaries
from BISP’s former lists
before including benefici-
anes in Ehsaas’ lists in
2019

The government could
have committed to identi
fying tax evaders and ea
marking revenue for wel
fare, which would signal
to the IMF that the coun-
try was truly interested in
structural th
improves,
nance and
fare to

isadvantaged
groups.Instead, the gov-
emment increased taxes

for sectors that were
already in the tax net and

cling with the tax
en, letting
many other sectors remain
outside of the tax net, such
as real estate, agncu\wmd,

an

retail
wholesale.Second, con-

&
d

g\dim rich producers, cor-
porations and middlemen
nstead of reaching the
poarest households, As
opposed to this, there is no
amount allocated to the
end-to-end digital ecosys-

tem, Ehsaas  Rashan

Riayat
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World Refugee Day
being observed today

ISLAMABAD: World
Refugee Day is being
observed on Tuesday, to
honour the courage,
strength and determina-
tion of refugees who are
forced to flee their home-
land under threat of per-
secation, conflictand vio-
lence.

The day also aims to
build empathy and under-
standing for the plight of
refugees and to recognize
their resilience in rebuild-
ing their lives. This year's
theme of the day is “hope
away from home’

Pakistan continues to
be one of the world’s
largest refugee-hosting
countries, providing safe-

;y to millions of people
orced to flee their coun-
tri

ies

These include mainly
Afghan refugees holding
Proof of Registration,
besides a small number of
refugees and asylum-
seekers from other coun-
tries such as Myanmar,

Yemen, Somalia and
Syria
In the

message on
of

aceasion World
Ref uﬁee Day the
President of Pakistan Dr

Anf Alvi said Pakistan's
unwavering resolve and
commitment to the wel-
fare and voluntary repa-
triation  of refugees
remained steadfast.

_ He said Pakistan con-
tinues to host one of the
largest refugee popula-
tions in the world as the
eople and the
jovemment_of Pakistan
opened their arms to
Afghan refugees based
solely on the principles of
humanity and solidarity
and extended support
despite the challenges
osed v ‘meaf,er
resources He said that
Pakistan's  unparalleled
humanitarian efforts
providing refuge to_such

a large number of dis-
place individuals,
despite limited resources,

siament 10

our spirit. INP

Pakistani beef
export to China to
drive related industrial
development

ISLAMABAD: “The
export of Pakistani beef’
to China is expected to
increase Pakistan’s for-
eign exchange income
and drive the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s relat-
ed industries including
breeding and process-
ing,” said . Gu
Wenliang, Agricultural

Commissioner ol
Chinese Embassy in
Pakistan

e was commentin
on the great benefit of the
General Administration
of Customs of the
People’s Republic of
China (GACC) grantin,
Pakistani heated bee
access o the Chinese
market, China Economic
Net {CEN) reported on

Tuesday
According to Pakistan
Economic Survey 2022-

23, the catle stock of
Pakistan in FY 2022-23
is_estimated to be 355
million, buffalo stock is
estimated 1o be 45 mil-
lion and beef production
is projected to reach
2.544 million tons.
During the same peri-
od, Pakistan’s export of
meat and meat prepara-

tion is expected to reach
$302 million with a
quantity of 69,072 tons
These figures show
that Pakistan has huge
potential to be tapped in
the export of meat and its
products, including beef.
In  recent years,
China’s  beef imports
have shown rapid growth
driven by the upgraded
consumption of Chinese
residents
Due to its proximity to
China, the logistics and
costs of

sion of the industrial

ain,

*“China has rich experi-
ence in forage cultiva-
tion, cattle breeding, cat-
tle farm construction and
management, waste
treatment and utilization,
veterinary drugs and ani-
mal vaccines, beef treat-
ment and processing.
meat product storage and
refrigerated transporta-
tion, etc,” Dr. Gu added,
“Both sides can intro-
duce Chinese advanced

Pakistan’s beef to be
exported can be reduced
considerably.

pointed out that heat-
treated beef is expected
to open up segmented
markets such as snacks
and pre-made dishes.

Ta promote more
exports of Pakistani beef
to China, Dr. Gu pointed
out the need to speed up
the construction of foot-
and-mouth disease-free
zones in Pakistan

Although  Pakistan's

nimal husbandr

and equiﬁr
ment to Pakistan in the
preduction of meat prod-
ucts that meet Chinese
and international stan-
dards.”
In November 2021,
China and Pakistan have

signed 5 protocals on
agricultural  products
exported 1o China,

including onions, bufTalo
embryos, Rhodes grass,
fresh cherries and heated
beef. The two countries
are currently conducting
risk analysis on the
exports of agricultural
products such as dried
chillies, potatoes, dairy
products  and  donkey
meat to China, INP

ISLAMABAD:Ambassador of Sweden to Pakistan Emil Akander
addressing during an event entitled "Rebuild for a Resilient Pakistan"

under the slogan of Enabling a safe and o
Pakistan in Alliance with Sweden, at Serena Hotel in Federal Capital.

f

ISLAMABAD: Deserving People are stand in queue to take free food from the

Sheikh Mohammed
Federal Capital.

in Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation, at Tarnol area in

SECP notifies amendments
in Securities & Futures
Advisers Regulations

ISLAMABAD: The
Secunites and . Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
has notified amendments in the
Securities and Futures Advisers
g.uunsgng ind., Opsraficns)

egulations, 2017 with an mim
to develop a resilient market for
Secunties and Futures Advisers,
facilitating ease of doing busi-
ness, Lmlrrwmg financial inclu-
sion, and expanding the investor

ase.
“The introduced amendments
align the existing regulations
with market developments and
eliminate redundancies to faci
tate ease of doing business
" One of the significant facilita
tions provided is reduction in
financial resource requirement
for Securities and  Fuwres

Advisers applying for a license
as a distributor to PKR 500,000
in the case of a company and
PKR 250,000 for individuals.
The requirement on sponsors of
Securities & Futures Advisers to
collectively hold shares of 51%
of 25 % shares in case of listed
company has been eliminated.
In addition, scheduled banks,
microfinance banks, non-bank
microfinance companies, and
electronic money insfitutions are
exempted from obfaining a sep-
arate license as a distri

received from AMC s/Pension
Fund Manager barring distribu-
tor charging any advisory fess
from clients related to distribu-
tions services. .
For digital advisory/distribu-
tion platforms, the regulations
now include requirements for
compliance with data protection
and cybersecurity. The amend-
ments also introduce the need
for 15 days prior intimation to
the Commission before launch-
ing a platform and submission of
exis

notified regulations enable the
distribution  of  Voluntary
Pension Funds offered by pen-
sion fund managers other than
Asset Management Companies
and allows  compensation in
capacity of distributor 1o be

g
digital platforms.

To further decrease regulatory
burden, a single consolidated
Affidavit is provided. Excessive
documentation requirements in
Annexure-B of the regulations
have been removed.IN]

Increase teaching allowance of medical
teachers, President BMTA

QUETTA:Balochistan
Medical Teachers Association
BMTA), has demanded of the
authorities to increase teaching
allowance of medical teachers
restore  health pml‘essmnaf
allowance, fill the positions
lying vacant in Basic Sciences
and Clinical Sciences, ensure
the provision of emergency
medicines in all healthcare cen-
tres of the
out of order health machineries.
and equipments of government
run hospitals of the province,
increase the stipends being paid
1o the medical students studying
n medical colleges of the
province and finalise service
structure of medical teachers
serving in medical colleges of
Balochistan,

These views were expressed

rovince, repair the

Shah, President, Balochistan
Medical Teachers Association,
Professor Dr. Naseer Khan and
Dr. Raheem Rahi, senior leader
of BMTA while talking to media
in the protest camp set up within
the premises of Bolan Medical
Col %ge. Quetta here on
Tuesday. They said that BMTA
had been observing boycott
from classes for the last one and
half month not only in Bolan
Medical College, |
also in Loralai, Medical Colleg
Loralai, Jhalwan Medical
College, Khuzdar and Mekran
Medical College, Turbat in order
to get its genuine demands
addressed, but the authorities
were not paying heed to get the
I&gmma(e demands of Bolan

edical Teachers Association
addressed

uetta, but

Balochistan, Mir Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo, Chief  Secretary
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Ugaili,
Secretary, Health Department.
Asfandyar Khan and other con-
cerned authorities 10 10 increase
teaching allowance of medical
teachers, restore health profes-
sional allowance, fill the posi-
tions lying vacant in Basic
Sciences and Clinical Sciences,
ensure the provision of emer-
gency me es in all health-
care centres of the province,
repair the out of order health
machineries and equipment of
government run hospitals of the
froviace, fndrsase the stipends
eing paid to the medical stu-
dents studying in medical col-
leges of the province and
finalise service structure of med-
ical teachers serving in medical

Hot, dry
weather
expected in
most parts of
country: PMD

ISLAMABAD: Very hot and
dry weather is expected in most
parts of the country. However, dust
with thunderstorm-rain is expected
in upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Northeast Punjab and Kashmir. _

_ Temperature of some major
cities recorded on Tuesday mom-
ing. Islamabad twenty-six degree
centigrade, Lahore and Karachi
thirty, Peshawar twenty-eight,
Queita twenty-five, Gilgit eight-
een,  Murree  sixteen and
Muzaffarabad twenty-three degree
centigrade,

According to weather forecast
of Met Office for Indian Tlegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir,
partly cloudy weather wi
chances of rain_with wind and
thunderstorm is likely in Srinagar,
Pulwama. Baramulla, Jammu,
Leh, Anantnag and Shopian.
Temperature records

Srinagar and Baramulla seven-
teen degree centigrade, Jammu
twenr{-s\x, Leh eight, Pulwama
and Shopian sixteen and Anantnag
eighteen degree centigrade. INP

Wahab vows
to serve city
without
discrimination

KARACHI.  Newly elected
Mayor of Karachi, Murtaza
‘Wahab, has vowed to serve the c\lg
without any discrimination. Wahal
was talking to media after paying
respects 10 the founder of the
nation at Mazar-e-Quaid alon,
with his deputy Salman Abdullal
Murad and PPP's Town chairmen
and UC chairmen. He promised to
bring back the past glory of
Karachi - the city of lighs,

“The People’s Party workers
will reach every. naok and comer
and serve the city.” Mayor said
Murtaza Wahab called the citizens
to extend support to the noble and

ood work of the PPP. “Praise us
or good work_and correct us on
mistake,” he said.

He thanked the people for rc%:s-
ing confidence on the party. “The
party leadership has decided to
response the criticism with per-
formance”. “We will not response
1o criticism, we are seeing
for how to serve the people,” PPP
mayor said i
hun hatred, this is the city of
love,” he called. “Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto has directed us to
work without any discimination,”
he said. “You will see the thi ﬁs
rolling in the right direction,” he

by Dr. Syed Zahoor Ahmed

PBS mobile application
to be launched on June
22: Memon

KARACHI Sindh Transport & Mass Transit
Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon on Tuesday announced
that Peoples Bus Service (F35) mobile. appcaion uil
be launched on June 22 The minister made the
announcement while chairing a transport department
meeting here During the m:etmE, the minister was
briefed on the operation of the bus service, its new
routes.Under the intelligent transport system, vehicles
will be monitored, ! cameras, audio’ systems,
Use i-Fi_communication systems, driver
Iso be installed in the buses, the meeting
thermare, the mabile app will facilitate ciizens
in tracking buses in real-time and make payments
anhine, while CCTV cameras, sereens, live tracking and

Pakistan left with no
option but to post debt
payments: Shahid

ISLAMABAD: Former
President of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ICCI) Dr.
Shahid Rasheed Butt said
on Tuesday said that
Pakistan was left with no
other option but to seek
respite from debt repay-

ent .
In a statement issued
id that if

ere, he sa
China, Saudi Arabia and
other friendly countries
do not give a few years
time to repay the [oans,
the country will be bank-
rupt in a few months.
Shahid Rashid Butt
was of the view that the
oliticians want loans
rom the IMF to save the
country from default, but
at the same time they are
also making continuous
accusations against it

Rasheed

The IMF Erogxam does
not seem to be restored in
any way, and it will
expire in ten days as the
lender has asked Pakistan
to manage six billion dol-
lars, which could not be
done, he added

The business leader
said that IMF was also
unhappy over Pakistan's

erence in the curren-
cy market and the budget
was not according to their
wishes.

Many international and
local experts believe that
no effort has been made
to solve the economic cri-
sis in the budget, but
Eres ng problems have

een
ra

avoided by tempo-
worsening the situation,

measures, which is
e sand
Shahid Rasheed said

that there was an u\ﬁ&ﬂ(
need to deal with the dan-
Erous economic situa-
non effectively; but it was
not dane because political
objectives were more
important to the politi-
cians than the economy

of the country.
ow, Pakistan needs
urgent debt restructuring
efforts to improve the
economic situation and
recover (he confidence of |
the business community,
which is rapidly going

own

At present, we have
four billion dollars in the
country's treasury, while
almost two billion dollars
are to be repaid on a
monthly basis, which will
be impossible without
loans or

getting  n
restructure old loans. INP

" facilities will be activated with the installa-
tson of the ITS in the buses The minister also issued
structions 10 resolve the problem of chargers of elec-
tric buses on a priority basis. The meeting was told that
20 Igre&n buses will reach Karachi by August 20 and
will be inducted into People’s Bus Service. The Sindh
government wants to end the travel troubles of the peo-
ple, plans will also be started to connect the rural areas
of Karachi, Hyderabad, Larkana, Sukkur and
Mirpurkhas with the urban areas through People’s Bus
Service, Sharjeel Inam Memon. INP

18th Amendment revives

1973 Constitution in its

original shape: Raja

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly
Raja Pervez Ashral has said that the 18th
Amendment played a vital role to revive the
1973 Constitution in its original shape

Addressing the inauguration ceremony of
"Bagh-e-Dastoor” at Parliament House in
Islamabad on Tuesday, he said the 1973
Constitution protects the rights of citizens irre-
spective of caste, color and creed with the
major focus on the unity of all the units.

The Speaker asked the officials concerned of
the Capital Development Authority to com-
plete the project of "Bagh-e-Dastoor” within
stipulated time as this piece of land will high-
light the meritorious services of those lawmak-
ers who played their role in the drafting of
1973 constitution.

Ra[m Pervez Ashraf said we will hand over
the 1973 Constitution to new generation with
this advice to remain stick fo it as our safety
lies in the implementing this constitution. INP

Chinese car maker stays optimistic
amid turbulence in Pakistan’s
Automotive Industry

HEBEIL: Public data
from  the  Pakistan
Automotive

Manufacturers

dominate the discourse
on Pakistan's automotive
industry.

"Starting this year,
Pakistan has encountered

Association showed an
80% y cline
in sales of locally assem-
bled new light vehicles,
amounting to only 4,46:

units in April 2023,

_ Consequently, cumula-
tive sales for the year
dropped by 66.5%, reach-
ing a mere 30.753 units
Scanning the headlines of
news articles available
online, terms such as
"shutdown" and “halt®

. chal-
lenges, not only in the
automotive industry but
across various sectors
Many import-dependent
industries and manufac-
furing sectors are grap-
pling with production
shutdowns and halts—a
henomenon  that has
ecome  a _normality.”
explained Shi ()\;g«e.l e
vice president Great

‘Wall Motors, "We have
also encountered car
parts shortages, similar to
most of other automotive
companies,

However, the problem
has_ been considerably
mitigated, and we have
no issues with the suppl
chain" Shi stated wit
confidence.

Last year on
September “lst, in an
event held in Lahore,
Great  Wall  Motors
GWMY's first factory in

akistan has officially
commenced production,

with an annual produc- local assembly of hybrid
tion capacity of 20,000  vehicles in Pakistan, sur-
units, gassmg even lapanese

Adding to the excite- brands, which have been
ment, on November17th, deeply rooted in Pakistan
the GWM Haval H6 for over 30 years," Shi
HEV made its official shared. He further stated,
debut in Lahore. This "Moving forward, GWM
news sent shockwaves will progressively infro-
through the industry as it  duce plug-in hybrids and
signifies several giound-  fully . electric models,
breaking achievements, bringing the latest in new
notably “being the "first energy technology to
ocally assembled new Pakisian and facilitating
enerzy hybrid model” in  the country's transition
Pakistan, . from tra nal  fuel-

“Great Wall Motors is  powered vehicles to new
the first brand to achieve  energy vehicles."INP

They called on Chief Minister

colleges of Balochistan PR

dministrator Jabbar Baloch, Director of Khana Farhang Iran,
AbulHasan Meri, Abdul Mateen Akhwanzada and others are meeting.

promised. INP

Ruling coalition at each
other’s throat after PTI’s
dispersion: ED PEW

ISLAMABAD:
Executive Director of
Pakistan Economy Watch
(PEW) Saifuddin Sheikh
on Tuesday said the rul-
mE coalition is at each
other’s throat after dis-

ersion  of  Pakistan
[ehreek-e-Insaf (PT1).

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, he said
that the ruling parties
instead of making collec-
tive efforts for economic
deveh:lpmem of the coun-
try and removing the con-
cems of the countrymen
were engaged in destabi-
lizing each other.

Saifuddin_ Sheikh said
that the politicians who
claimed to bring the
country's economy out of
trouble are creating insta-
bility for their own inter-
ests, which worries the
business community.

The political tempera-
ture should be lowered
instead of raised in the
national  interest, ke
asserted.

There is still some time
left in the term of the
National Assembly, but
the differences amang the
ruling  coalition " are
increasing, and their lead-
ers have started speaking
against each other in pub-
lic, he said.

_ The ED PEW said that
instead of talking about
their reservations on the
Cabinet meetings, threats
are be‘m%‘made in public.
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutfo threatened  to
resist approval of the
budget if funds are not
allpcated for the rehabili-

the victims of
the Swat floods.

After the election of
Azad Kashmir, the lead-
ership of PML-N_is
accusing PPP of rigging.
Jamaat-e-Islami is_fre-
quently accusing PPP of
ngging the election of
Mayaor of Karachi.

Jamaat-e-Islami is
bringing its  war to
Tslamabad while its lead-
ership and MOM are not
ready to accept the results
of census, he observed.

II's Naeemur Rehman
has said that his party
would stage a massive
protest outside the ECP
office_in Islamabad on
June 23 against the PPP
government’s alleged use

roe the
Karachi mayoral election

The JI says that it will
continue to protest unless
the elections are declared
invalid and all the mis-
takes are rectified.

Sheikh said that if the
major leaders of the rul-
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In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, he said
that the ruling parties
instead of making collec-
tive efforts for economic
development of the coun-
try and remaving the con-
cems of the countrymen
were engaged in destabi-
lizing each other i

Saifuddin Sheikh said
that the politicians who
claimed to bring the
country's economy out of
trouble. NP
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Strengthening ties with Iran key to border &
energy security: Sen Mushahid

Senate Body urges proactive counter-terror strategy to make border regions peaceful for trade & economic con-

nectivi
ISL.{&‘[ABAD : The Senate Standing Committee on Defence met here on Tuesday with Senator Mushahid
ress important issues pertaining to national security and the well-being

Hussain Sayed in chair to discuss and
of the citizens.

Senators Walid @w. Hidayat Ullah, Mushtag Ahmad Khan, Dr Zarqa Suharwand% Taimur, Engr Rukhsana

Zuberi, Palwasha M
Secretary Minist
Defence, Major
Rawalpindi

ohamma
'3

Zai Khan

Defence Lt Gen (Retd) H.
zral Khurram and
antonment, also participated in the

and

G, M

Mover; ex-Senator Muhammad Zahid K.

an attended the meeting,

imood Uz Zaman HI(M), Additional Secretary Ministry of
tary Lands & Cantonments, Major General Tarig, and CEQ
ecting The meeting offered Fateha for the souls wha lost their

lives in the Greece boat tragedy and extended their heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families and expressed
solidarity with them during this difficult time. The Senate Bud{' discussed in detail the unauthorized commercial
activities in Westridge, Rawalpindi Cantt. The Director General Military Lands and Cantonments (ML&C) deliv-

Greece boat
tragedy: Court
grants FIA 4-day
physical remand
of Talha

LAHOREA judicial magistrate in
Lahore has granted four days of phys-
ical remand to Talha Shahzaib, the
prime accused in the Greece boat

rmﬁdy .
e decision came after the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) launched
a massive crackdown against human
waffickers, leading to the arrest of 12
individuals involved in sending local
ouths to Libya for onward travel to
“urope, following Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shant’s order,

On Tuesday, FIA offcialy presented
Talha Shahzaib before Magistrate
Ghulam Murtaza Virk, seeking a
seven-day physical remand for further
interrogation. The officials empha-
sized that the accused had facilitated
the illegal wransportation of ¢i

Europe, and it was imperal
aRE%mhcnd_hlmtorccuvcrt e citizens’
5 million

DGP’s initiatives to foster
growth, excellence in
Pakistani cinema unveiled

KARACHIL  The Directors
Guild of Pakistan (DGP) on
Tuesday announced a series of
ground breaking initiatives amed
at promoting the growth and
excellence of Pakistani_ cinema.
With a steadfast commitment to
empowering and supporting_the
creative vision of talented film-
makers, the DGP aims to .shafe
the fuwre of the Pakisani film
industry. -

The DGP under the visionary
leadership of ifs esteemed boa
members and renowned directors
was spearheading several key pro-
grams designed fo nurture artistic
talent, foster innovation, and facil-
itate collaboration within the i
making community, These |
tives seek to create a vibrant
ecosystem that encourages the
production  of _high-quality,
thought-provoking films that res-
onate with audiences both at home

is launching an extensive film-
maker development_program that
will provide aspiring directors
with access to mentorship, work-
shops, and resources. This pro-
gram aims to cultivate a new gen-
Eration of filmmakers by offering
guidance on various aspects of the
craft, from storyielling techniques
to technical expertise

2 _ Collaboration  and
Networking Events: Recognizin,
the power of collaboration an
networking, the DGP will organ-
ize reFuIar events and platforms
for filmmakers to connect,
uchanﬁ? ideas, and forge partner-
ships. These g‘_alhqrings will serve
as catalysts for innovation and
provide Hlmmakers with valuable
opportunities to showcase their
work and attract potential collabo-
rators 3. Industry cy and
Support: The DGP is committed to
advocating for the rights and inter-
e of ~ Pakistani  directors.
g 5

_ They argued that a day phys-
ical remand was necessary to er
evidence. After considering all the
arguments, the count rejected the
request for a seven-day physical
remand and approved a four-day phys-
ical remand instead

As many as 14 Pakistani human
smugglers are invalved in the Greece
boat accident and nine of them have
been nabbed by the law enforcement
agencies but five human smugglers
from the G\ﬂ‘arat district have not been
arrested IN|

FIA to launch massive
crackdown on human
smugglers in Sindh,
Balochistan

KARACHI Folluwin§ the Greece
boat Lragedly. the Federal Tnvestigation
Agency (FIA) has decided to launch a
crackdown on human traffickers and
their facilitators in Sindh and
Balochistan.

The decision was taken by the addi-
tional director general FIA South. The
zonal directors have been directed to
constitute commitiees in Karachi,
Hyderabad and Quetta

e relevant zonal director in each
zone will be the head of his committee
in accordance with the orders issued
by the FIA Additional Director

seneral South?

lhese committees will submit a
weekly campaign performance report
against the agents involved in human
trafficking.

Earlier, Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Director General
Mohsin Hassan Butt issued directives
to further intensify crackdowns
against human traffickers after the

Sreece boat tragedy in which dozens
of Pakistanis were killed and missing.
1A Mohsin Hassan Butt chaired a
hi evel session at the agency’s
headquertes in [slamabad

ort_was presented regarding
the sﬁuwful bc‘;( accident ?If thge
coast of Greece last week DG FIA
Mohsin Hassan Butt also directed to,
exﬁai‘tle mntar.li:dg the relatives of
Pakistanis deceased or wounded in the
Greece boat incident. He added that
the agency should expedite the

B ik e 1 Cheoca T "
Two robbers
killed, arms, bike
recovered after
encounter

OKARA: Two robbers were killed,
weapons and a motorcycle recovered
after exchange of fire with police near
Head Kharal Kalan late on Monday
night,

e police engaged a four-member

g oF sobbers Tiow: g afler commi-
ting a robbery m{;ms iction of Hujra
Shah Mugeem police station

An encounter took place in which
robbers were killed while their two
accomplices managed (o escape

The police recovered arms and a
motoreyele from possession of the
killed robbers. The bodies were shift-
ed to hospital for postmortem_

olice cordoned off the area
after the encounter and launched
search operation for the fled robbers
but no arrest could be made. INP

spokesman

and abroad

. Highlights of (h? DGP's new
include:

Development Program: The DGP

Missing Submersible:
Businessman Shahzada
Dawood, son aboard

ISLAMABAD: Renowned
businessman Shahzada Dawood
and his son are among the five
people aboard a submersible
which went miss‘m% while explor-
i‘;g the wreckage of the Titanic in

e North Atlantic, their family
said on Tuesday, .
ceording fo authorities, the
21-faot (6 5-meter) tourist craft,
operated by~ OceanGate
peditions, began its descent on
Sunday but lost contact with the
surface less than two hours later.
A family statement said that
Engro Vice Chairman Shahzada
Dawood and his son Suleman
were aboard the vessel, which is
equipped with only 96 hours of
oxygen supply. “As of now, con-
tact has been lost with their sub-
mersible craft and there is limited
information_available,” the state-
ment read The family statement
further added, “A réscue effort

Speakers at
Muzaffarabad event
denounce attachment

of properties in [IOJK

MUZAFFARABAD: Speakers
at a conference i Muza am]).‘zdf

sis

hrough Qamemhi%s with rele-
vant the guild will
actively engage INP

that is being jointly led by multi-
ple government “agencies and
deep-sea companies is underwa
1o reestablish contact with the sub-
mersible and bring them back
safely ““We are very grateful for
the concern being shown by our
colleagues and friends and would
like to request everyone to pray
for their safety "Coastguards are
scanning the remote area of the
North Atlantic where the Titanic
rests 400 miles (650 kilometers|
off the coast of Newfoundland,
“anada, and some 13,000 feel
(4,000 meters)
underwater. Another f{:assenger
aboard the missing craft has been
identified as British businessman
Hamish Hardm%. Paul-Henri
Nargeolet, the French world-
renowned  explarer, s also
onboard.  OceanGate  CEO
Stockton Rush is believed to be
the fifth crew member INP

Muhammad Akbar by India's
notorious investigative agency

a
properties of Hurriyat leaders,
detained in jails of India and occu-
pied Jammis and Kashmir

The conference was chaired by
Dr. Waleed Ahmed, Younis Mir,
Prof. Amin and Igbal Khan,
Others who addres: the event
included Parvez Khan Durrani,

Mir, Wagas Mir, Asif Durrani,
Naeem Ahmed War, Chaudh
Iftikhar and Fakhir Ali Mirawar
Muhammad Usman. A large num-
ber of Kashmiri youth were pres-
ent in the conferénce.

ﬁke:rs said :hnlofwll‘;]sﬁac-
the property

Ayaz ‘Muhammad

tion

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mi

National fi gency in
occupied Kashmir is the worst act
of pelitical revenge.
e id that Ayaz Akbar had
l:eeneiﬁ?gally. imprisoned in New
Tihar jail since 2017

Parvaiz Khan Durrani said that
NIA had attached mare than 175
kamals in_Srinagar, 43 thousand
kanals in Bararnulla, 20 thousand
kanals in Bandipora and 18 thou-
sand kanals Ganderbal on the
Modi pavernment's order
. The speakers urged human
rights organizations to increase
pressure on India to stop confis-
cating Kashmiris™ properties and
release detainees without any fur-
ther delay.INP

s
ister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif being briefed regarding
the up gradation and rehabilitation project of Sikander e Azam Road.

ered a detailed presentation, highlighting the st

s taken to address the issue. He informed the committee that the

department has been actively combating i]le\%a activities and commercialization. However. due to a Supreme
e A

Court order issued on 5th January 2022, th

ises. The DG ML&C assured the at once

L& has been restrained from taking action against school prem-

Board (A ‘Act 2023 is passed

by the Parliament, stringent measures, including heavy fines andgmperty sealing, will be implemented to ensure

compliance with the directions Senator Mushahid Hussaim Saye

assured the petitioner that he would expedite

the process in the Senate, aiming for the prompt enactment of the act to resolve the long-standing concems of the
residents. Following a comprehensive discussion, the Chair disposed of the matter, afier ensuring the satisfaction
ter-t i

of the petitioner. The Committee was also briefed or

51 the Pakistan

onism

rmy in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as well as the security situation on the borders with Tran and
Afghanistan, Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed commended the recent meeting between the Pakistan Prime
Minister and the President of Iran at the Pak-Iran border, considering it a positive step forward in strengthening

ties between the two nations. INP

PM donates 4 vans for
kids of PSH orphanage,
hands over keys to
Chairman

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif has donated four transport vans for the
children residing at Pakistan Sweet Homes (PSH)
orphanage B

eys of the donated vans valuing Rs62 million were
handeéd over by the prime minister to Chairman PSH
Zamurad Khan here on Sunday

Premier Shehbaz Shanf while talking to students of
PSH Cadet College urged them to work hard and focus
on learning contemporary knowledge. R

He termed the students, youth the “real future of the
country”, who could positively contribute towards the
development of their homeland and advised them 1o
explore the fields of medicine, engineering, scientific
research, agriculture, and information technology.

PM Shefibaz lauded Zamurrad Khan for his tireless
efforts in_the upbringing of the orphan children at
Pakistan Sweet Homes.

he prime minister along with students took a ride in
the transport van. The children raised slogans o
Pakistan Zindabad (Long Live Pakistan). erior

Pakistan,
Russia to hold
Sth round of

bilateral
political ISLAMABAD: Interjor Minister
consultations Rana Sanaullah assured on Tuesday
that the, government would take
today strict action about Greek Ship acci-
dent and investigation report would
ISLAMABAD:Pakista | be submitted within a week by duly

n and Russia are holding
the fifth round of bilateral
Fuluucal consultations in
slamabad today Tuesday.

On the occasion, they
will review the state of
bilateral relations, identi-

areas of mutual interest
or further cooperation,
and exchange views on
important regional and

fixing responsibility
involved in negligence,

dent, a commitiee

lobal  developments. | eral government”, he added,

oreign Secretary  Dr | © He said the committee will ascer-
Asad Majeed Khan will | tain facts of the Greece boat tragedy
lead the Pakistan_delega-

tion while the Russian
side will be led by Deputy
Forcign Minister Andrey
Rudenko. R
Pakistan and Russia
enjoy friendly relations
marked by  mual
respect, trust and under-
standing  The two coun-
tries are commemorating
the 75th anniversary o
establishment of diplo-
matic__ relations  this
r INP

CM Nagqvi
annoyed over
inapt facilities,
non-provision
of medicines at

local hotel.

GTHS
LAHORE Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin  Naqvi  has

expressed his annoyance
over_inappropriate health
facilities, and nan-provi-
sion of medicines to

on

In response to the Greek ship acci-
had been consti-
tuted under strict directives of Prime
inister Shahbaz Sharif commenced
its investigation, he said while talk-
ing to a privaie news channel. .
"The investigation committee will
present its report in a wee
ther action will be taken by the fed-

[ABAD: Minister for State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar
l‘ﬂg du mark the World Refugee Day
nized by United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Minister Rana Sanaullah was also present . .
he Pakistan Sweet Home was started as a project of
Bait-ul-Mal in 2009 when a single child from Swat

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, was handed over to Zamurra

an.
Since then, the Pakistan Sweet Home family has
rown toits five centers across the country Keys of the
ﬁonated vans valuing Rs62 million were handed over
the prime minister to Chairman PSH Zamurrad
Khan here on Sunday. . .

Premier Shehbaz Shanf while talking to students of
PSH Cadet College urged them to work hard and focus
on learning contemporary knowledge,

He termed the students, youth the “real future of the
country”, who could positively contribute towards the
development _of their homeland and advised them to
explore the fields of medicine, engincenng, scientific
research, agniculture, and information technology.

PM Shehbaz lauded Zamurrad Khan for his tireless
efforts in the uﬁh“"g‘"ﬁ of the orphan children at
Pakistan Sweet Homes INP

Investigation report about Greek
ship accident to be submitted
within week: Interior Minister

besides identifying loopholes and
lapses in the legal mechanism in
Pakistan that exposed precious
human lives to the vagaries of
human trafficking in this particular
case and similar incidents in the

those  past.
_ The committee will also analyze
similar past incidents and actions
will be taken according to the legal
framework, i nternational
coordination will also help to pre-
vent, control, and pumsﬁ human
smuggling in the future, he added.
The government will also review
short-term and long-term legislation
to curb the issue besides envisaging
laws for g:v,njg penalties to the peo-
ple_responsible for such kinds of
incidents, he further mentioned INP

and fur-

from Home
INHCR) at a

Hope awa;

Construction sector’s
performance role model for
others: Ahsan Zafar

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad

and expressed the hope that the newly

atients at Government | Chamber of Commerce and _Industry elected body will serve the interests of
Teaching __ Hospital (}I‘C(‘I Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari has said wcletg and citizens. Ahsan Zafar said
Shahdara (GTE l?_)- that the excellent performance of the that the construction sector is develos

. During visit of the hos- | construction sector Pakistan during  ing rapidly. This sector has benefited the
pital on Tuesday, the care- | last two decades not only supported the  government, industry and common man,
taker  chief  minister | government mn fulfilling the residential y removing, the culties faced by
observed the situation at | needs of\jcnpll:hm also created sustain-  the construction industry, the govern-
various wards during | able employment opportunities for mil-  ment can not only get more revenue but

which patients, attendants
lodged dozens of com-
laints besides showing
im the bills of the medi-
cines purchased outside
the h o
Moting the situation,
Mohsin Maqvi expressed
his discontent and said
that he can never expect
of such misconduct with
the patients at a govemn-
ment hospital. He directed ﬁrahglalud the entire
the provincial minister
Specialized Healthcare
and Vice Chancellor
Fatima Jinnah Medical
University to reach the
GTHS and observe the
siruation themselves. The
caretaker chief minister
was also accompanied by
Commissioner  Lahore
Muhammad Ali
Randhawa and Deputy
Commissioner  Lahare
Rafia_Haider during the
visit. INP

lions of people.

to Gulberg Islamabad

tion,

El
El

He sad, “Gulberg Green Islamabad
made its name on the basis of excellent  in,
location, infrastructure and timely deliv-

ry. | congratulate the new
pital victory in Gulberg Estate "Agents
Association elections. Their victory is a
reflection of the canfidence of all mem-
bers. These views were expressed by him
on Tuesday on the occasion of his visit

body on its

President along with (habdtgegan on con-
0
resident Najeeb Elahi Malik, General

Secretary Naveed Malik on the victory

n the State Agents Association elections

The petition highlights that the
ction Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has already disqualified Imran
Khan, warranting the court to order
his removal from the chan’man:mﬁ the Toshakhana
position.It further argues that botl

also meet the annual housing require-
ent which is increasing with each pass-
year He smd that the government
and the industry should work together to
ensure that all the raw materials are
sourced in Pakistan and that the industry
depends less on imports.The ICCI
President said that the povernment can-
not meet the basic housing needs of such
more than 24 crores population without
he ICCI the support of the privaie sector He said
that the acceptance Gulberz Green
Islamabad has received is a proof of how
sincere each and every person associat-
ed with the society is in their cause. The
society has set new goals. IN]

in¢ludin,

LHC accepts plea to
remove PTI chief,

AML chief, Ameer JI
from party positions

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
(LHC) an Tuesday accepted a petition
seeking the removal of Chairman PTI,
Awami Muslim League (AML) chief
Sheikh Rashid, and Jamaat-e-Tslami
{11} Ameer Sirajul Haq from their
respective party positions.

radicating the objections of regis-
trar office about plea, the LHC for-
warded the case before a full bench
for further proceedings and delibera-

Sheikh Rashid and Sirajul Haq are
fully aware of Imran Khan's disquali-
fication, rendering their alliance with
the PTI chief illegal. Consequently, it
asserts that Sheikh Rashid and Sirajul
Hagq should also be ousted from their

arty posts for unlawfully supporting
mran ;

The petitioner mentioned Imran
Khan, Sheikh Rashid, and Sirajul
Hagq, ECP, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, and others as parties in_the
case It is pertingnt to mention here
that on October 21, the ECP disquali-
fied the former prime minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman in
reference under
Article 63(1)(p).INP




