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After 40 days, dead bodies of 2

coal miners recovered in Dukki

Manan Mandokhail
Hussain Zarkoon
Syed Ali Shal

DUKKI, QUETTA:After 40 days, rescue workers
recovered the dead bodies of two coal miners trapped
ina coal mine in Balochistan's Dukkl district. The res-
cue workers ended after 40 days when the dead bodies
were retrieved from the mine.

“Rescue workers recovered the decom dead
bodies of two miners”, Muhammad Hani |b i, the
Assistant Commissioner Dukki said. He said the dead
bodies of the hapless miners could hardly be identified

On May 4 two
coal miners
trapped
inside a mine

At least two coal miners were trapped in a mine on
May 4 this year. The coal miners were trapped when
the mine was suddenly filled with rainy water. The
miners were buried deep inside the mine for more than
900 feet, Muhammad Hanif Kibzai said.

Family members
suffered through
physiological
trauma

The an&ulshed family members went
Iysnologlca] mauma for forty days.

ke on fire for 4 ulavi
Abdul Sattar, the uncle of lhe one of the hap-

less coal mmers said. He said after a week
the family members were pra[\_ung for the
recovery of the dead bodies of their loved
ones. The heirs of the family members of the
victims were also present outside the mine
when the dead bodies were retrieved. The
dead bodies would be handed over to the

heirs of the victims, Syed oor Agha, the
District Police Officer (DPO) Dukkl said.
The dead bodies of the hapless coal miners
were shifted to the Dukki district headquar-
ters hospital. A large number of fellow coal
miners and the heirs of the victims also
reached the hospital Hazardous working

conditions have claimed scores of precious
human lives in Dukki and other parts of
Balochistan. Rights iroups and labourers
unions have demanded of the government to
improve working conditions for the coal
miners working in coal mines of the
pmvmoe

Teachers hunger strike enters 8th day
outside Balochlstan Assembly

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Government teachers B3 |
hunger ta death sirike outside the
Balochistan Assembly entered 8th
day outside Balochistan Assembly
on Wednesday, Eleven teachers
have been ubser\rmﬁl hunger till
death strike outside the provincial
assembly to mount pressure on the
%Invemmenl for acceptance for
eir 22 paints demands.
“Upgradation of teachers is our
main  demand”, ~Muhammad
Siddique Mashwani one of the
oentm Iaadars ofme Government
ation Balochistan
(GTAEJ smd He said despite
appeals and requests, the LAY

May 9 rioters to be glven rlght

provincial government was reluc-
tant to issue the upgradation order
of teachers.

visited the teachers on hunger
strike assured resolution of their
problems, Wesupponulldemands
of the teachers”, Arf Jan

“Someone should listen and resolve
ﬂle gﬂeumee oa‘ﬁ:cnsung teach-

Muh: ad Hassani, a I; ker
30,000 teﬂc’ler's t'n:»m"I Hg]."gnmng]l%nsn:mml ers were provided medical treatment
(BAP) sai inside |||B protest ecr An ai
to benefit from Lawmakers ask e e e e
- governmenl (o pfawde a‘fl basic facilities in |Ine
peradation - take notice of g Bl oSS
all junior teachers el in
mln:‘he?:l ﬂfﬂenﬁ%}m&' "he teachers strike outside G iy th each
vpgradation, M " Masivani the assembly ers of Balochistan were denied their
onned Sonnes o(' teachers and rights. “Teachers would also stage
oﬂ' Haa];%wwq i Lhm ;Dlgsa;e e geog‘slg'\eeﬂ;oﬁm
were alsu rmnt uumde it e pecially the nﬂmnn
ki of the budget”, Habib
Bl by "7, SmmmOEiame T Ge N S
bers of the provineial a:sumbly ,_150 munity outside the assembly. wamed

to fair trial’ in mllltary courts

Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar
on Wednesday said that suspects
involved in M&;y 9 mayhem would
be given a “right to the fair trial” in
military courts.

A large number of workers and
supporters of PTI staged almost
countrywide demonstrations on
May 9 — when Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan was amrested mili
troops on the dirgﬁﬂ? prarid
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) in cunnecuon with an

alle%'edcunupn
demunslramr: destroyed
public and private ﬁrupemes

attacked military installations — ve exemplary puni:
the General Headquarters (GHQ) in e Armry
Rawalpindi and the Lahore Corps

Commander's  House (Jmnah of public and pr

House) — and ransacked relics of

martyrs.
Frglowing the incidents, the civil
and military leadership resolved to

ct to all those involved
m hooliganism, arson ransacklng

properti
attacking sen,smve muhury mmlla-

tions and desecration of martyrs’
monuments on May 9.

Cases in military
courts will be
"proceeded as

per int’l
conventions"
During an interaction with jour-
nalists today, Tarar said that the
cases related to May 9 incidents
will be heard in the mxhury courts.
ment under  as per the internati eements.
Suspects w1|l llave l c nghl :o

sal%lgeaddmg IHM Lhey W|II Iu
allowed to present evidence [NP

‘Blparjoy"

Sherry Rehman urges

caution as relief efforts contmue

ISLAMABAD: The
Efderal C'I:Jhmste:r; of
imate e, Shes
Rehman Wenssday s
ed that the cuahnon gov-

emment

opi
clone “Bipatjoy”
t reatens the coastal cify.
While addressing "a
Presser, the minister
emphnslzed that camps
designed to assist
Aﬁ‘ec(ed individuals, par-
ticularly in the form

providing shelter and

niecessary supplies,
She reassured the pub-
hcmall}m rojected path
clane’ raaiss

cunsmen( with previ.
forecasts, urgmg resx-

8 wi COl
Eanymg . The unpwcl of
iparjoy - a cyclone over

Chances of Pakistan securing IMF
bailout are 'dlmmlng" Moody S

As the ooahlmnﬁmsmmmi struggles 1o meet extemnal
debt obligations, Moody's In Service has wamned
that Pakistan is at an increased nsL of failing fo restart its
$6.7 billion bailout programme with the Internati
Monetary Fund ([MF], putting the country closer 1o a
sovereign defau

“There are mcreasm risks that Pakistan may be
unable o complete the IMF programme thal expires at
the end of June,” a soveresgn analyst with the rating com-
pany in Singapore Grace Lim said.

Pakistan may not be
able to complete the
IMF programme

Pakistan is making a final effort to revive its IMF pro-

@ re
bonds u-udm in the distressed femilory since Iusl
yserhlmm faces dmul szmum of external debt

for the fiscal year 2023-24, which begins in July

"Pakismn could default,” says
sovereign analyst with Moody's

Minister Rehm:
acknowled;
lenges of forcibly evacu-
ating and relocating a
Inrge number of people.
impor-
tance of cooperation
between civil and mili-
g? administrations in
eclwely carying out
relief efforts.
. In this regard, a meet-

in, of ‘the Prime

inister’s Building

Committee  has been

scheduled for today to

the Arabian Sea - is antic-  streamline coordination

Eatad to be manifested and ensure efficient
through heavy rainfall, nse mechanisms.

prompting the need for eanwhile, the

Pmparedness and wvigi- Chairman of the National

lance amcngresadems. Disaster Mnnn%:amem

ng the enor-

Auth, DM.
mity nﬁsnhe task at hand, :J:([; im-"y %

School attacked
in Mastung
Balochistan

From Our Corvespondent

whlcll is trading near a record low against
Tupee, m o0 again

m¢ dollar, may | wm,i tssune Lim
said in an emwl q'k e IMF’s
wmmenu on the m«:hange rale I m_[t_.he

retail he

Eﬁl currencﬁ has Iost more lhun ZD% tlus year, after

the currency in Jan ng it

one of the worst pﬂﬁ)rmena lﬂnhxlly PaiEia o
ing options beyond June are highly uncertain INP

cem
hool, which fortunately exploded eulswde
the school Teachers and students Were inside their
classes when the hand grenade exploded with bi bun
The incident haj in Sarawan Town Major
Mastung. Police reached the spot and started an |nv=&
tigation into the incident The attackers sped away on
their motorcycle after the attack. Security was tight-
ened in and outside (he school after the hand grenade
tﬁ:cl: Panic prevailed among the students and teachers
after the al
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The forgotten flood
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affectees of Balochistan

Almost a year on, thousands of flood affected people are yet to be
rehabilitated in various flood-hit districts of Balochistan, In scorch-

ing heat, the flood

affectees in

Balochistan’s Naseerabad,

Ja farabad, Sohbat Pur, Lasbela and other districts continue to suf-

}'Iuod affectees appeals for rehabilitation and relief almost fell on
deaf ears n the province and center. It was very shocking for every
sane person that the federal government has not paid a single penny

out of a total amount of Rs.1

billions announced by the prime min-

ister Shehbaz Sharif for flood affectees of Balochistan
Islamabad yet to pay a single penny out of Rs.10 billions

announced by Prime M

inister

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo lodged a pmtesl

before the federal

affectees.

povel
Balochistan and demanded the payment o
premier on August 28 last year in Jaffarabad district for

ent regarding ‘i:

funds announced b?‘

the financial cris

5
whu
ood

The current year’s monsoon season is about to start and neither the

provingial nor the fed
steps for tl
All
Government de]).lmn
Management Aul
doned the flood

ont_y (PDM.
affected

eral

ents in em—:m] and

IT the federal government has not paid any

tat
ity that the

n of the flood affectees, this is painful.
cial government has also not taken effective steps

to qulspm[ the affectees in this hour of trial
]J)SLd bridges after devastating floods are vet to be recon-
structed in Quetta. What 10 speak about rest of Balochistan, which

covers half of the coun

It 1s both the responsib
ments to take effective steps to rehabilitate the flood al

before it is already late

technological race

By Shaza Arif

In an era marked by
technological innovations
and significant break-
throughs across different
sectors, the transforma-
tive prowess of artificial

ntelligence is shaping a
ole new reality defy-
ing the bounds of our
expectations.

or this reason, states
worldwide are awakening
to the never-ending
putuma] of this technolo-

, which is evident from
l7\e fact that many coun-
tries e alread
Inun(hed their national Al
policies in this regard,
with 69 countries now
with active policy initia-
tives.

Ower the last few years,
it has been repeatedly
highlighted at various
events that  Pakistan
needs to be more recep-
tive to Al and embark
upon its exploration to
ensure national compen-
tiveness and improve the
life of its citizens. Finally.
the state has shown its
inclination towards
embracing the possibili-
ties of this mclmn]ngﬁ, as
shown by the launcl
the National Al Policy ul
Paknmn by the Ministry

Information
chhnu\ogy and Telecom.

The 41-page document
highlights the goals of
instilling AT competen-
cies and transforming
Pakistan into a technolo-

-empowered nation

he policy aims to create
public awareness regard-

try in terms of area.
ility of the

rovincial and federal

: fede overnments have taken any effective
1e rehabilitation of the flood affectees of the last year,
abandened flood affectees of Balochistan

the Provincial Disaster

i particular have almost aban-
areas The
Organizations (NGOs) have almost left the areas affected by f1

Non- ('ovemmental

enny for the n.hablh-
s is also a bitter real-

vern-
eclees

Budget 2023-24: an
astonishing read

By Syed Asad Ali Shah

Pakistan is currently fac-
ing the most challenging
conditions in history, wi
@ severe economic erisis
compounded by political
uncertainty. The economy
is facing stagflation as it is
expected 10
accompanied with _sky-
rocketing inflation of over
30 per cent.

he rupee has devalued

40 per cent in the past
year, forelgn  currency
reserves plunged to a
month’s imporis and fiscal
and  current  account
deficits have persisted for
decades. The country
encountered the most dev-
astating Noods last year
that affected over one-third
ol the population, and has
been impacted by the con-
sequences of the Russia
Ukraine war.

Adding to the difficul-
ties is the inability io
revive the IMF  pro-
sramme, which is essential
for receiving loans from
international finan
institutions and_maintain
g some confidence of
investors and lenders about
its progress towards stabi-
lization of balance of pay-
ments. As a

hugely expansionary budg-
?or FY24. with total fed-
eral government expendi-
ture of Rs14.4 inlkon, 50
per cent more than the
ongmal budget of the cu
rent year, Current expendi-
fure is budgeted at Rs133
trillion. up 52 per cent
compared to the onginal
budget and 27 per cent
compared 1o the revised
estimates for the current
vearThe biggest rlem in
the budget s abviously
interest on debt of Rs7.3
mnllion, 85 per cent higher
than the eriginal budget for
the current vear, but likely
to ncrease significantly for
the reasons discussed in
this article. There will be a
steep increase in the estab-
lishment expenditure due
to a hefty increase in
salaries (30-35 per cent)
and pensions (175
cent) of current and past
govemmeni  emplovees.
Subsidies will cost Rsl iril-
lien, and the development
E\U_lrmmme has been rmsed
00 per cent to Rsl 14
trillien compared to the
revised  estimate
Reh) 562 tnllion in the cur-
rent yvear.A review of the
budget will leave the read-
does

diture and invest in sectors
that provide maximum
economic benefils and cash
flows  Given the critical
need for a major IMF pro-
the coming
months, it was essential 1o
targel a fiscal deficit of
below 4.0 per cent and pri-
mary surplus of at least 0.5
per cent 1o meet the Fund's
expectations.  Contrarily,
the budget targets a fiscal
defictt of 6.5 per cent and
primary surplus of 0.4 per
cent, based en highly opti-
misiic revenue fargels thal
will be difficult to justify.
The finance minister
also announced in the post-
budget press conference
that_the next governmeni
(which means the new
elected government after
the elections, the timing of
which remains uncertain}
will manage the future IMF
programme. which further
escalales unceriainiv. 1t
also indicates virtually no
inflow of foreign currency
loans, thus more stringent

three major ecredit rating
avencies have downgrded
kistan’s rating 1o near-
default status
In this context, it is
astonishing that the finance
minister has presented a

nol give any impression
that the country is in dis-
tress and unable to pay its
debis. In such a situation
any country would natural
Iy Tocus on drasiic actions
1o cut unproductive expen-

financing  its  deficiis
through public debt. the
amount of fiscal deficit
should be equal to the
increase in public debt
However, the increase in
public debt in the mine-
maonth period up to March
31. reported in the
Economic Survey. was
Rsl0 tnillion. Since public
debt is likely o increase
further by al ]EEB[ Rw?)
trillion in the last g
by June 30, the ov Lmll l'a-
cal deficit for this year (the
total increase in public
debt) is likely 10 be Rs12.5
lHLImﬂ which amounts to

44 per ceni of GDP.
mmer than reported figure
of 7.0 per cent of GDPL
appears that the gove
ment is nol laking into
account the exchange loss
due 1o translation of for-
eign currency loans in
computing  the  fiscal
deficit, resulting in its
understatement, which is
clearly incorreet
grucuc:: seems o have
een followed in the past
and continues in the FY24
budget. I is due to this that
actual increase in public
debt has been much higher
than reponed fiscal deffcits
aver the years The cease-
less expansion of the goy-
emment through borrow-
ing, recurring large_and
under reported  fiscal
deficits have devastated the
economy. In FY 23, the led-
eral government deficit

.

was projected at Rs4.5 nil-
lion. with planned bank
borrowing of Rs3 trillion,
However the revised
deficit increased 10 Rs6.4
wrillion, due te which gov-
emment barromu% rom
banks will be significantly
higher. Per SBP figures.
the total investments of the
banking sector on March
31 (comprising over 95 per
cenl govemmenl securi-
fies), ammmwd to Rs19.77
tri ompared (o the
carrespnnmng figure of
willion in March
“()22,11“! means that the
banking sector provided
approximaiely Rsd4 inil-
lion 1o the govemment dur-
ing the
Cumpaud to this, the total
ncrease i all ank
depusus and ad\:\nces was
Rs35 tnllion and Rsl4
tnllion, showing that banks
provided more funds o the
sovemmeni  than  nel
increase in their deposits,
Since they also provided
advances fo the private sec-
tor, the difference amount
was borrowed by banks
from the SBP through its
Dg markel operations
MOs). It is also note-
worthy  that  since
December 22, the situation
has further deteriorated, as
banks™ fotal _advanc
declined by Rs79 billion,
which indicates that the
private sector is reducm;
their_borrowing owing 1o
very high interest rates

Pakistan and the

ing Al, develop skilled
human capital and upskill
the existing worktorce,
invest in research and
development, establish a
national Al fund. |n\c>l
in more centres of exi

lence of Al, build he[ler
infrastructure for Al and
allied technologies

It also pushes
launching national proj
ects in Al 10 ad:])reu
social and civic prob-
lems, ensure responsible
behaviour in its us
develop regulatory mecl
anisms, promote the best
practices, and support
accessibility to AT mod-
els. Finally, it aims to
transform the public sec-
tor wit . provide sec-
torial suppert and enable
academia with the tech-
nology.

At its core, the policy
directives are based on
four  pillars, market
enablement; creating Al
awareness and readiness;
building a progressive
and trusted environment,
and transformation and
evolution

Launching the national
Al policy Is a positive
development and a cru-
cial requirement. The pol-
icy is relatively compre-
hensive and provides a
ed roadmap regard-
ing integrating the tech-
nology ~across various
sectors. It is worth noting
that it particularly aims to
transform areas such_as
agriculture and manu:
turing, which are p\n-
foundly significant to

for

Pakistan's economic
landscape. The emphasis
on employment of Al in
ublic services, including
ealthcare, education and
the citizens’ portal, may
make public _service
delivery more efficient It
is also encouraging to see
that the inclusion of
women in the trajectory
towards Al has been

m'ilii.ed in the policy doc-

Dmfun the policy has
marked jA:m ?ﬁl]rr&nam
chapter, equally impor-
tant now is its subsequent
implementation
However. towering chal-
lenges lie ahead on the

path to realizing the poli-
al

First. the policy has
been formalized in the
absence of specific data
laws, thereby raising
doubts about ifs credibili-
ty.  Apart  from the
Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecom,
the involvement of rele-
vant ministries such the
Ministry of Defence an
the Ministry of Science
and Technology is lack-
ing, casting a shadow of
doubt over the serious-
ness of the policy and
suggesting lack of coher-
ent effort towards the
cause In addition, the
proposed timelines
appear considerably tight,
making implementation a
tenuous, if not unrealistic,
task. Complicating mat-
ters further, Pakistan is

facing economic chal-
lenges  which could
impede seamless Al inte-
gration

Pakistan s also
encountered with human
resource. problems vis-a-
vis Al It requires a bet-
ter-trained  workforce,
skilled in domains such
as machine learning, pro-
gramming and data sci-
ence o put the state in a
better position to unleash
the possible benefits.
However, a survey con-
ducted in 2022 revealed
only a trivial nue
less than 10 per cent of
the IT and commuting
workforee was found to
be adept with this tech-
nology. Recognizing this
ressing need, the 1 pol-
1cy aims to train a million
IT graduates in Al and
related technologies by
2027, which is somewhat
of an ambitious plan

B

Compounding the
issue is the persisient
challenge  of  ‘brain

drain’, whereby talented
individuals migrate to
seek better nppnmmmas
in other countries. In
Pakistan’s rural areas, the
infrastructure to support
Al deployment is far
from adeguate, hindering
the adeption of Al tech-
nologies in the foresee-
able future. Although the
palicy emphasises more
public-private artner-
ships (PPPs), the intricate
dynamics of the process
is an unfortunate story in
itself with numerous
obstacles and structural

challenges

It is also surprising that
the defence angle is
largely absent in the poli-
cy document, disregard-
in'g, the fact that it is one

the most pressing

issues pertaining o mi
taries around the world
Last, the review section
of policy implementation
is  unconvincing
appears weak, raising
questions about its practi-
cality and effectiveness
over the short and long
term.

Implementation
requires a futuristic
vision and persistent
efforts beyond the politi-
cal cycle to realize the
objectives set - something
that would require a
strong commitment
towards  the  cause,
regardless of who is in
power. Hence, there is
still a long way to go
before Pakistan can gain
socioeconomic  benefits
fmm this innovative fron-

tie
Pakmau s road to Al is
paved with unprecedem-

ed opportuni ar-
midable challemec
Treading  this path

Tequires utmost sincerity
on the part of the state
The country needs a mul-
tistakeholder approach
involving the govern-
ment, mgustr; academia
and civil society for
glosreﬁf. in this domain
levertheless, it is a path
worth pursuing  sately,
responsibly and with ‘a
pragmatic approach.

n.slmlmrls 0 curlain
distortions in trade and
sn ply chainLet me high-
eht my concem regarding
budget — the fiscal deficit
vised estimate of fis-
cal deficit for the current
entirely  dependent on
Talking
T he ongoing
tion government
and ~ the PTI
have s nm.d
residence in Lahore.
Irrespective of the out-
come of these talks, the
10 disagree amicably is
weleome news amid all the
political chaos. Both sides
negotiations. The current
dialogue is mainly about
the constitutional provis
ns For the national and
pmunuzﬂ assemblies
However. sources say that
al budget were also on the
table in relation to the elec-
tions,
ignored Pakistan’s econo-
my in these talks — even if
economy was not their
must have read the recently
released reports of the
Asian Development Bank,
nomic outlook, Painting a
bleak picture of the econo-
my, the three intemational
s
estimates for Pakistan for
the current fiscal vear (end-
ing on June 30) 1o 0.6, 0.4
n
They have alsa high-
lighted the chronic prob-
lems Im ding back

rons in coming months
f the most
vear is reported as Rs5.94
talks berween
the avoidable on
mere fact that these politi-
should ensure that nothing
sions regarding the timi
the IMF ongoing pro-
It is good 1o see that the
main agenda. The negotial-
the World Bank, and the
financial institutions (1Fks)
and 0.5 per cent, respec-
Pakistar economic

like grown-ups

growth. These problems
include unsustainable debt,
weak external pos
(balance of menis crisis
or dollar deficit), and struc-
tural issues such as low
productivity, poor gover-
nance. weak institutions,
energy shm’mges.I and

By Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

gramme seems difficult.
especially in the existing
scenario where Pakistani
polity is divided across all
possible fissures. Let us
recap why concluding the
ongoing IMF programme
has hecome so

‘With consldemble delay

cial
Besides. they have cau-
ticned that political and
securily iroubles in
Pakistan  scare  away
investors and create uncer-
tainties (for development
enders. and citi-
Many
including  the
Economist  Intelligence
Unit, have quoted political
unceriainiy as a major nsk
to  Pakistan's  economic

revival
But we do not have to
rely on external reports o
assess the state of the econ-
omy of Pakistan. The
Mm\!lr\ of Finance also
ues is monthly
el Update and
Outlook {ELO).
Incidentally, the punchline
EUO for April
“Pakistan’s econo-
my is still facing signifi-
cant challenges character-
ized by high mflation and a
slmn;lm_!n in - economic

2023 -

The MoF urges the govem-
ment Lo follow an effective
revenue mobilization {lax
callection) and cautious
expenditure management

The EU
Tudes” “Successful com-
p\el:m nrlllsel IMF pro-

slmtee\ con-

gram will pave the way ©
gmmm capilal
inflows, further stabiliza-

tion in the exchange rate
and alleviating the infla-
uon:m' pressure.

ver, successfully
mmplelm" the IMF pro-

and

Pakistan has taken most of
the committed fiscal con-
solidation and monetary
tightening measures For ﬂ\e
ninth review of the IM|
ongoing programme. The
current historically high
headline inflation and con-
sequent high-interest. rates
are the side-effects of those

measures.
Staff-level  agreement
{SLA) an:r lha review
sil_has been

pl,ndmt, since February Y.
Ihe SLA is conditional on
financial assurances and
timely rollovers from bilat-
eral lenders (friendly states
like China, ﬁmunh Arabia,
and  the The
rollovers .7‘:1 cm.demhh
delayed for various rea-
sons. One was the emery:
ing geopalifical and peoe-
conomic realignments in
the region. Another was the
angoing ug-ol-war
between political oppo-
nents and the infighung
among and between cans|
tutional  institutions
Pakistan

Thanks to the consistent
follow-up, most probably
from the powers that be,
financial assuranees worth
$4  billion have
arranged with the hulmem\
lenders. According 1o the
IMF, the gross rmsmcm;,
needs are §7 billion, whil
the Pakistani side. encour
aged uced current
account deficil,_calculates
\[ to $3 billion. The two are

ryving

in

Teach

y most accounts,
”033 seems fo be election
year for Pakistan. In that
case, all political parties
will prepare their mani-
festos and go into elec-
tioneering mode. Media,
civil society and even
rival political parties will
scan the manifestos and
raise questions on mam
of their salient featu
However, what all pobur
cal parties must add and
what all political parties
must talk about 1s the 1dea
ar\d plan of educating the
girls of Pakistan

Ihe most  important
task for any political
party 1s to focus on the
more than 23 million out-
of-school children. This
18, by no mea small
number at all. This mea
a catastrophic future
this untapped and wasted
human resource 1sn’t edu-
cated. Girls continue to
stand out as the larger
percentage of the millions
of out-ol=school children
This requires a rgr\ stu-
dent specific policy and

action.

A 'Beti Parhao, Mulk
Bachao _ Programme’
across Pakistan is the
need of the hour. Such a
programme should be at
the_ forefront of every
olitical party’s mani-
esto and election cam-
paign. It should be
designed ta encourage,
retain  and populanze
female education on a
war footing, Aggressive
and in-your-face media
campaigns  promoting
education for the girl
child_and its benefits to
the girl herself, her fami-
Iy, her future and lhe
country itself. shoul
planned and execut
This campaign has to

be done in local/ regional
languages and the state
apparalus needs 1o be
used o drive this thought
vehemently into the hous-
es and minds of the coun-
try. The focus on female
education in manifestaes
and election campaigns is
just a starting point. The
idea 15 1o take this noise
into parliament and gov-
emment offices once in
powct or even when in

Bolmcﬂ\ parties need to
treat women's education
as a priority not just fm
the optics but alsé for 1
needs of this colmtrv
Pakistan  has wastéd
enough of more than half
of its workforce in the
name of al!illne honour,
religion, social pressures,
economic survivals and
%olmcal negligence

‘oday’s Pakistan should
not_éven see this as an
option but a compulsory
task that we are already
late on

The financial, social
and paolitical opportunity
cost of not educating our
womcn has been disas-

s to put it mildly It
has been the root cause of
many social and econom-
ic issues of the country
today. Thus it is time o
deliberate upon it and
chalk out what can be
done and how it can be
done 1o promote_educa-
non }or the girls in

|I|e ﬂw! phase of the
campaign mote
women s education is [O
create and 1
m\pmlam,e in |h6{layc ne

the nation
mas-pla\'s need to create
that  powerful
throug| shows
emphasize the posune

the girl child

results of how parents can
fight stale traditional and
sacial impediments while
educating their daughters
Fowemﬂ! scripts need to
be written to show how a
@irl getling education can
lo wonders for her fami-
Iy and the country at
large. Strong female char-
acters can also be used to
show this. Even films can
have a similar anact
where t

leave 1 lasting mnpam
especially on fathers and
brothers and perhaps
even mothers wha opy
m resmc\ female

method  of
planiing _ he need_or
desire for girls to be edu-
cated 18 10 use the elec-
trome and digital media

ica-

Anuthcr

in romoth short, crisp
and 1 ctful messages
thr popu\ar celebrni-

ties 1n both the national
and regional languages. It
Is pertinent 1o use local
success stories as well as
national success stories of
Pakistani girls achieving
milestones in various sec-
tors and fields across the
country, People listen to
celebrities and men and
women who have Enpular
following should be used
for this national cause
Pakistan has one of the
highest teledensity foot-
print and 1t will bé erimi-
nal if it were not used for
education,  awareness,
civic sense ete, Improved
internet_and bandwidth
service needs 1o be a pri-
arity for the g ovemmem
The Covid-1
paced up a glol:al d|
and data-driven transtor-
mahou with digital tech-

pologics now betng wide-
g sed for learning
Imna\ literacy  has

become almost as impor-
tant as traditional literacy.

Bangladesh is reaping
the benefits of a higher
literacy rate and reducing
gender-based discrimina-
fion. It is the second
largest source of online
workers, according to a
study by the Oxford
Internet Institute (OI1), a
multidisciplinary
research and teaching
wm‘b of the University

ord. The result of the
study put Bangladesh just
below India and on top of
the United States. India,
the largest overall suppli-
er of online lab uruslp
vides 24 per cent of the
mlal wlobal Dnhne wn{k-
rs y
Ham_.,ladesh wlh 16 pe}\
cent and the US with 12
er cent

T cenl

All of this is doable
and achievable in
Pakistan only if we chalk
out a plan to apply digital
lec]mnlonle: lrmunh for-
cign as well as “home
Sroi ooMipaies and
then target ﬁwr]s, at
hmuemrphyi\ca chal-
Iemzcd },nlﬁ not having
schools or for
l\\at mat(er even adult
women siting in homes
and not_allowed 10 step
out of their homes This
revolution can be trans-
mitted into their minds
directly without any hur-
dle. Pakistan must use
technology to enhance
female literacy.

Another chaunel to
provide skl\lsund not just
educatio irls can
B¢ e by sreaping ol
female incubation centres
across the country o
teach them the art of
entrepreneurshi and

low them to create their
own businesses in what-

ever_ their spe:la\nf Is.
The incubation can be led
by women entrepreneurs
who can create teams to
help women/ girls discov-
er their dreams and tal-
ents even at a basic scale
These incubation centres
can be financed and man-
aged through a public-
private partiiership, inclu-
sion overseas
Pakistanis, venture capi-
tal firms and multination-
al companies

However, nothing will
replace the need for phys-
ical schools for girls’ in
close proximity Tittered
across the landscape of
this country. Nothing will
match _the heavy invest-
ment in female teachers
to teach these future
Pakistanis  and make
something out for lh?m
These alone will require
special funds, monitoning
execution and then reflec-
tion of the process
Pakistan’s total spending
(federal and provincial)
on education 15 14 per
cent of its GDP, com-
pared to India’s 2.9 per
cent, and an average of
4.0 per cent of the GDP in
South Asia. Here again
the private sector can be

so that their training
ami best practices can
used to help government
school teachers and class-
rooms 1o reach certain
benchmarks of quality.

All of this may look
im ossible But
wm a :mem.m? Ieader/
leadership, women’s can

e heavily prioritized and
s can be sign-
posted and achieved over
time, It will be a long,
cumbersome_and bumg
Journey but it will e
worth ‘it only if we stay
focused

| continue creating more
critical indicator in the
inllion. In a country that is
the PDM-coali-
Chaudhry Pervaiz E:\nhls
cal opponents have aoreed
derails the much-awaite
md mainers of the
gramme and the next feder-
PDM and PTI have not
ing teams on both sides
IMF on Pakistan’s eco-
have cut their GDP growth
tively
An

ery few real-
v think or con-
der the extent
of  suffering
inflicted by the
. current eco-
nomic crisis on the major-
iy in the country, The
starvation, the depriva-
tion, the lack of health-
care, the children being
pulled out of school, the
mothers ;,omﬁ without
food so their children can
eat - it all makes for a pic-
ture that 15 so sad it 1s hard
even to fit it into
Dickensian times or to
picture it in true reality.

f us have seen a
child who is literally so
undernourished that he or
she can barely walk or
move around in any fash-
ton. This, though, is the
ugly truth that Pakistan
hides and refuses to talk
about it, insisting it wall
soon receive an IMF
bailout and _sufficient
funds from friends to
enable it to receive the
tranche it continues 1o

await
The reality, though, is
that Pakistan should be
considering that it has
very few friends left in the
worl, Pakistan's
ﬁ"e{hlmlﬂ]m importance in
e world has declined and
it really has no reason for
athers to consider bailing
it oul in times of nee
such as the one we face
now. This, of course, is
entirely our own fault
While Tndia has, over the
years concentrated and
actively worked on build-
ing for itself an image as
uning India’, ‘Growing
India’ and olherphm\ﬁ
the same effect. Pal
has not really y et

1nv131ble
country

this direction. The result is
that when people think
bout the country, they
only imagine violence,
Theéy do not of course see
the real face of Pakistan or
the faces of the majority
of peaple who do not actu-
a]l;asuppen miliancy.
kistan also seems to
be a country that has lost
all sense of direction and
reason. The stormy battles
we see being fought
between institutions, with-
i institutions and just
beyond their doors leave
us all wondering as (o how
the country is fo survive.
There are already fore-
casts that it will struggle
very hard to do so and that
the coming two to three
vears will be extremely
difficult ones. The fact
that we have faled to
invest in our resources —
meluding
resources —
educated pecple leav
especially vulnerable m
the sea of |ruubles that
now heads our
ther nalmljs have
fared 50 much better even
if they lie at a short dis-
tance from us and are
located within South Asia.
The wunion of Sa:
nations, which should
have formed the center-
lece 'or developing
South Asia has never
come abou[ :md the battles
between New Delhi and
Islamabad are obviously a
major contributor to this.
The government in New
De\h\ he moment

mal extremely
un]lkel)‘ [ha( there ulll be
any swift of

there is some indication
that the Shehbaz Sharif
government is eager to do
50,

Our country is in so
many ways so secret that
nobody knows the full
Sc:lle of the horrors that e
within it We do not hear
about the coal miners,
ncluding children, who
lose therr lives in
Balochistan and
laces across the country,
ve need to make our
country more visible and
more open. We need to
show that Pakistan is a
country that can build a
future for jtself But the
question of course is how
and through what means
this can happen. For most
. there are many
questions and too few
answers.

The start should come
with education and the
rehuildiug of govemment

Of course, it
mqmreﬁ money but it has
to come from somewhere.
Many of us can consider
how” this could be man-
aged by cutting into some
features which take up the
massive pe::emauer. or

the national budg We
can see in the annual
budgetary pie how this

happens and what features
we are talking about
nge has to_come an

come quickly. The majori-
ty of peo}]‘ﬂe in \'akuslan
such who
pmlesl lhexr
rights because they

no ability 10 do so wl(h L'hu
crushing of unions, need
this chause There should

the Fnrlum: or ability 1o
maneuver a basic point of
agreement, even though

to hnu we reached r]\e
stage and why. So far no
one has really
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Dams pipeline solves
drinking water problem
in Gwadar: GDA

GWADAR. Ttle cmnr
pletion 58km
pipeline,

canslmcled to

channel water from the
Shadi
dams,

Kor and Swad
has successfully

“CrDA I\as successrul\y
completed one of the
mast challenging water

projects  in Gwadar
town," mweeted Director

General Gwadar
Development Authority
(GDA)  Mujeeh  Ur

Rehman Qambarani
He stated that GDA has
also installed a new 141
m  water distribution

pipeline 1o ¢:|hu1: every
I: hold in <ity has
access (o dnnklm, water
“New house connections
are being provided to
households.  GDA  has
built four underﬁmund
¢ tanl different
5 of Gwadar City with
a collective storage
capacity of 10 million
gallons of water. Despite
the project’s scale, the
water pipeline projects
were completed s\uﬂlv
thanks to the dili
oversight of all n
government authorities
The water supply now
consistently reaches all
city inhabitants, a devel-

opment that has been
warmly received by the
residents  of wadar
Gwadar Pro rey Bum.d on
Wednesday "G
successﬁ\l{} comp\eled
one of the most challeng-
ing water projects in
Gwadar town," tweeted
Director General Gwadar
Development Aulhonn
(GDA)  Mujeeh
Rehman Qambarani He
stated that GDA has also
mslalled a new 141 km
distribution
Elpe]me to_ensure_every
ousehold in the city has
access to drinking water.
ew house cannections
are being provided INP

Govt urged to expedite
land acquisition
process for
Surgical City in Sialkot

ISLAMABAD Sialkot,
a city known for it
world-class  surgical
instrument industry, is set
tness a sigmficant
transformation and rapid
growth with the embl\ch-
ment of a -:urﬁ,
“The establ shmenlol‘a
madern and  dedicated
surgical city is aimed at
bum(mg this industry’s
exports, and cmssm(?‘l\\e
billien-dollar mark from
the current $420 million,”
Chairman of Surgical
nstruments
Manufactiuring
Association of Pakistan
SIMAP) Yousaf Hassan
apwa told WealthPK
roposal, given by
2017, msel
up a su E‘m] city, has
been embraced by the
gommnem and is now
11 or implementa-
Imn The allocated land,
situated on Sialkot-Dasks
oad, 15 currently bein
acquired,” Bajwa
This initiative” basically
cims (0. address the chal.
lenges faced by some
4,000 seattered and unor-
ganised surgical units.
Asked how the small
firm owners will pay for
the new units, Bajwa said
they would be provided

mu"

AMABAD: Federal secretary Health Itikhar Ali shallwani vis

PIMS Hospital OPD..

with land at the deputy
commissioner’s valuation
rates, payable over three
to four years in instal-
ments.

The existing workforce
in each unit rzmcv s from
15 1o 700, depending on
the size of the unil. "The
surgical city will offer
plots of various sizes,
ranging from 5 marla to
four kanals, accommeo-
dating both small and
I.’n e-scale  units," he

\Mlh approximately
4,000 umits in_operation,
including 2,000° export-
oriented  ones, Sialkot
manufactures  around
25,000 surgical instru-
ments. catering to various

“It is a joint
md\mr} of  surgical
instruments, veterinary
care, and personal caré,
v\hiuh includes medicare

Jpedicure  instru-
mtms the SIMAP chair-
man said

The current surgical
industry in Sialkot mostly
comprises small unifs
lacking proper organisa-
tion and waste msmau.c-
ment systems, which
posed environmental wrl-
cerns, particularly for
meeting the regulatary

requirements.  of  the
European Union (EU), a
major_trading partner.
The EU mandates that
ical instrument man-
ufacturing units adhere to
specific standards,
including proper infra-
structure, waste mamn&
sation
"B utatmg act.nrrallsod
. the association aims
[o lmrmwe the industry's
compliance with interna-
tional standards to facili-
tate grm\(h and expan-
sion, " Yousaf Bajwa said,
This purpose-built city
will also  enhance
Sialkot's credibility and
relability in the global
market, reducing reliance
on intermediaries and
allowing manufacturers
1o obtain better pric
"By showcasing the city
as ‘@ manufacturing hub,
Sialkot aims to build trust
and establish direct trade
relations ypassing
intermediaries and secur-
ing better market prices."
he said
“Currently,
ty's  exports predon
nantly go to the European
Union, from where they
are re-exported to other
countries due to compli-
ance certificates INP

the indus.

Pakistan ranks 2nd top
supplier for JCPenny
with its cost-quality
competitive products

WASHINGTON DC
Senior Vice President,
global sourcing and prod-
uct development of
renowned US departmen-
tal store chain JCPenney,
Wayne Milano_has said
that Pakistan is ranked
second in global sourcing
for JC| Penny adding envi-
ronmental sustainability
govemnance (ESG), trace-
abl]l[) inclusion
diversity  were ]
strengths of Pakistani
suppliers, hupmu them to
secure  grea market
share for llne Pakistant
P uucm

d generation of
l’aklslam suppliers was
doing exceptionally good
with  their muo\aucn
understanding and busi
mess-oriented skills,” hc
continued

“Pakistani  suppliers
were nol jusi getting busi-
ness but eaming it They
disinguished themselves
in co-designing, co-cre-
ation,  infrastructure,
capacity and most impor-
tantly cnlrcprcncurshle‘
complimented 3VP
ICPenny.

Mr Milano made these
emarks during meeting
with Pak Ambassador 1o
the United States Masood
Khan here at Embassy of
Pakistan Washington DC
He was accompanied by
Angela Marshal
Hofmann, Head of
Government AfTairs, and

enece Jahns, Head of
Inclusion and Diversity,

Penney.
Ambassador  Masood
Khan Senior

thanked
Vice President Wayne

Milano for reposing con-
fidence in Pakistani sup-
oliers and observed that
Pakistan was investing in
manufacturing as major
stay of economy.
Manufagturing
remains a priority area for
Pakistan Over  the
decades we have devel-
oped resilient mfrastrue-
ture for manufacturing
We started manufacturing
in late_ 50s, which flour-
ished in 60s and devel-
u ned into a strong pillar
our econom: he said
Jur - manufacturing
has suffered in the recent
past during pandemic,
natural catastrophes an
economic situation but
the industrial sector is
bouncing back_ It is tak-
ng L\ﬂ' again,” said the
A Jor, INP

meeting was attended by the officials of the all relevant ministries.

Huawei contributes to
multilevel digital
transformation across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD. Huawei con-
tributes to multilevel digital
transformation across Pakistan,
with total 3,200 local employ-
ees

“Currently, Pakistan is under-
oing a period of Internet and
Hiafist sivices booming. with
Hiawei Cloud constantly con-
tributes to the development of
Pakistan’s digital economy.
Hank Shaa, Managing Direcior.
Huawei Cloud Pakistan, told
Gwadar Pro at the 2023 Pakistan
International Energy Summit
held recemly, according to a
report nublished by Gwadar Pro
on Wednesday,

nee expanding into the
Pakistani market in 1998, as of
now, Huawei localization rate
as high as 91%. In 2018, the

newly  established “Huawei
Technical Support  Center”
huiym to provide remote techni-

support services to other
countries “Ai  preseni, our
Pakistani business is mainly
divided into four major sectors
First, operator services, We
serve more than 10 Pakistani
operators, Secondly, our enter-
prise business is to provide serv-
ices for local organizations,
large enterprises, and govern-
ment agencies, involving public
-zecuum health, education, ener-
nance and other fields
Wi o) s pond.
ing resident cloud platforms and
public cloud services. Last but
not [hL least is digital eneruy. We
are _committ to providing
Pakistani customers with smart

photovoltaics, data centers, sites
energy and other solutions.” The
reporter was told that more than

% of Pakistanis use Huawei
services directly or indirectl

As for cloud services, \,\Euc.h

endow numerous mdu‘me‘
mcludml__, the energy indust
digital “transformation, Sh. .m
noted that Huawei Cloud mainly
serves large government and
enterprise cusiomers, covering
industries such as Lovemmem
education, eueq,¥| and e
munications. At the same mne it
is building FS1 Cloud with local
partner Khazana, which will be
released in July. This service
focuses on providing secure and
reliable local cloud data center
resources for financial cus-
tomers.INP

Exhibitions play key role in
promoting exports: DG

ISLAMABAD: Director  welcome step, it wi helpm the has a prominent position in the
General Defense Export  promotion of Pakistan's exports  world in terms of defense pi
I’mmuuun Organization  at the local level as well asarthe  ucts. | Pakistan's defense pmd-

ucts are introduced to the world
through
Promotion Organization exhibi-
tions, He said that we are recerv-
ing invitations from all over the
world for many international
level exhibitions, we MII inform

L dajor General Azhar
Iubal Al bdsl has said that exhi-
bitions play a key role in the
development and promotion of
exports of nations .

his instity Pakistan
Army has been exhibiting not

global level He expressed these
views yesterday during a meet-
ing with the deleualmn of
Isfamabad Chamber. The delega
tion met him under the leader-
ship of President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and

Defense  Export

only the defense products of  Industry san  Zafar the Islamabad Chamber in this
Pakistan through exhibinons for  Bakhtawari Senior Vice regard and ke llmu representa-
(hexﬁslse»em] decades but also  President Fad Waheed, Vice tives along. He said that his
warking fo_promote the coun-  President Fngineer Azhar Iilam,  organization wil pro\ldr. full
unexmsrmn the exhibitions of ~ Former sident Zafar  support and lance to the

Bakhtavari, Saifur Rehman, Islamabad Ehambe\ regarding

idea
Thousands of top foreign dig-  Akhtar Hussain Ahbasl wep;e the establishment of the Expo

nitaries attend our exhibition  inclu Center Speaking on the occa-
e\er) vear The establishment of  delegation Dlreclﬂr General  sion. President  Islamabad
enter by the fense Promotion  Chamber of Commerce and

xport mhbe
Islam«bdnl Chamber is a very Organmization said that Pakistan  Industry Ahsan INP

Two girls tortured
by stepmother in
Karachi, rescued

KARACHI: Police on Wednesday claimed to have
recovered two pirls who were being subjected o
brutal torture by their stepmother and father in

arachi

As per details, a stepmother resorted to such bru-
tal torture on two girls Kainat and Khushi that ulti-
mately led the neighbors to call out the police for
rescue in Malir's Aasu Goth

Upon arrival, it was seen that the children were
tied down on the roof of the house in scorching heat,
the police said and added the bodies of
had scars of burn indicating that they were inten-
tionally burnt

The police said the stepmother and the father of
the girls used to torture them upon demanding food
or anything else

Police have shifted the victim girls to Jlinnah
Hospital for their medical treatment. Meanwhile,
the parents of the girls have been booked at Malir
City police station under charges of an attempt to
murder and others. The police have arrested the
mother of the girls INP

Fawad Chaudhry
summoned on June 17 in
case of inciting

institutions to revolt

ISLAMABAD: A local court of Islamabad has
summoned former Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
leader Fawad Chaudhry on June 17 in a case of

amid Tropical Cyclone BIPARJOY.

ISLAMABAD:Saif
Power Limited (SPWL)
net loss increased to
Rs100 million in the first
quarter (January-March)
of the ongoing” calendar
year 2023 compared to
the net loss of Rs29 mll-
lign over the same period

of J.),.2 WealthPK.

10CY23

share of

z e report. company excelled at its
inciting institutions to revolt. Ihnunh the power pross level profitability
After not complying with the earlier summons, | company showed hluh and pmled hem- incre
a new summons notice was issued. sales and_gross profil in its gros:

growth, a 212% increase

Additional District and Sessions Judge Tahir
* in gl; finance cost in

Abbas Sipra asked the police if they called | § 23 compared to Rs0.08 to Rs026 during
Fawad Chaudhry on his phone number. 106V32 comtbncd e the qurir under ravion
The compliance officer told the court the sus- | decline the net prof- he firm is listed on

l|le Pakistan
xchange wi

pect’s mobile phone was switched off. The court “ﬁbml)
directed him to call immediately and ask the sus-
pect why he not appear in court

The officer stated that Fawad Chaudhry’s num-
ber was still switched off.

The court adjourned the hearing till June 17
and ordered to ensure compliance with the sum-
mons notices at Fawad Chaudhry’s Lahore and
Isl: NP

power firm_bore
ll\e ﬁnance cost of Rs577
million in 1QCY23 com-
me 1o Re183 billion in

SP\-VL ended  the
1QCY23 with the gross
sales of Rslfﬁ billion.
The comy osted the

ation and distribs

CY170 CY22

bad residential add: owpmnnf 5518 mil- Historical

Galloping inflation bogs down Pakistan's

construction sector:

ISLAMABAD The pal-
loping  inflation as
slowed down the construc-
tion indusiry of Pakistan
as spiraling prices have
increased costs. delayved
projects and  reduced
investments in the sector
However, proactive fiscal
lanning.  wovernment
Support, collaboration and
innovation can help the
sector mavigate through
these challenging times,
said experts

Tﬂlllng o WealthPK.

Mian  Akmal.  Chief
Financial ~ Officer at
Dascon Consiruction

Company, said that the
entrenched inflation has
increased the cost of con-

struction projects by 30%
1o 35%, "Bue to the rise in
steel and cement pric
work on half of the cor
struction projects has been

halted
e said that political
instability. massive rupee

devaluation, high policy
rates, higher taxes. and
extremely high prices of
electricity have driven
many of our export-orient-
ed businesses fo closure.

“It 1s imperative that the
sovernment  underiakes
drastic measures in order
m rmn: the count fal-

s economy,” stressed
M\mn Akmal

Jsman Qadir, a_senio
research — economist  at

Pakistan  Institule  of
Development Economics,
told WealthPK that the
construction seclor has a
share of 2.5% in the coun-
iny’s GDP He said Lh'u
policymakers

adopt suitable fiscal poIJ
cies in order 1o increase
the share of the construc-
tion sector in the country s
GDP,

A thriving construction
sector will not only drve
multiple sectors in the
country, but will alse be a
highly effective way of
atiracting foreign invest-
ment. Despite its impor-
tance in economic growth,
the sector lacks an institu-
tional approach toward its

lon, thus posting the analysis
qumerlv 155 pmﬁ
ratio of 25 Zin However,
the company posted net
loss of Rs100 million and
net loss ratio 487% in

last three years.
Dun n;

WealthPK

development and regula-  employment. It is one of’

tion,” he stated. the key sectors that, with
H an all-encom-  the trickle-down effect

pass policy  directly drives multiple

B e do Tfpasliabe: et

efit  the comstruction According fo Pakistan

industry because it con-  Credit Rating Agency and

Association ol
Builders and Developers,
the consiruction secior
employs around 7.61% of
Pakistan’s total labour
force and provides a stim-
ulus to more than 72 allied

tnbutes significantly to
GDP and job creation at
all levels. “In order io
achieve robusl economic
growth and  generate
employment, the govem-
menl needs to lacilitate

the sectors and industries  industries.
that can stabilise the econ- According  to  the
omy. "~ he mamtained Pakistan  Bureau  of

The Pakistans real  Statistics, Pakistan’s annu-
estate market is werth  al inflation rate hit
8300 to $400 billion. After  record high of 37.97% m
agriculture P4 s May, the highest in South
second-largest INP

SPWL ended
10CY23 wnh l]|e loss per

In cnmpal \Qﬂ'ﬂ 10 Corre-

sponding period of 20:
SPWL increased its rev-
% lmm

n Y2
Despite the net |USS lhe

p.ef"l bPWI s loss per
share alsa increased from

mest firm regis-
tered in the power

Financial analysis fmm

annual
shows
SPWL's net profit contin-
ued to decline over the

the last six  est
/L posted the

Four shot
dead in Khyber
district

ARA: Unidentified culprits
shot death four people over
unknown dispute in tehsil Bara of
district Khyber of Pakhtunkhwa
province on Wednesday

P aid that the incident took

lace near Fort Slope of tehsi
ara where unknown accused
sprayed bullets at four people
killing them on the spot.

The assailants fled the scene
after committing quadrupler mur-
der and the bodies were shifted to
hospital for postmorem

Police said that the_incident

s to be outcome of property
dispute but real reasons behind the
incident could not be ascertained

case was registered into_the
incident and further i investig
were underway INP

Property
dispute claims
man’s life in
Okara

OKARA: Armed men shot dead
one person over Iuropm\- dlsp\m.
in suburban village 39/4-L
Okara, police said on Wad\\esday

According to details, the inci-
dent took place in Shabore police
Jurisdiction where armed men of
mal 5rwJ\7 sh nl dead a mai

fied as over dispute of
(mm.rshlr of a icce of Iaml
The culprits

ed the scene of the
crime and the body was shifted to
hospital for postmortem.

e police after registering a
case againsi the culprits started
raids for their arrest [

Two youth
killed, another
injured in
dumper—blke

FAISALABAD: Two youth
were killed while a teenager
injured after an over speeding
dumfar knocked down a motorcy=
cle here on Wednesday, rescue
sources said According to details,
the accident took rlace near Naley
Wala flyover where a reckless
driven diimper ran over a motorcy-
cle carrying three youth. As a
result of accident. two youth
including Saglain 22, and Mani
died on the spot while 18-year-old
Ahmed was seriously injured
Dumper driver fled the scene. The
Dbodies and injured were shifted to
hospital for medico-legal formali-
ties INP

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy personal giving first aid to fisherman after
rescue out at sea during Rescue & Relief operations at Creeks area

Saif Power’s losses soar
in 1QCY23 on heavy
finance costs: WealthPK

highest sales of Rs22.87
billion in 2022 and the
lowest sales of Rs® bil-
lion in 2020,

From 2017 to 2022, the
company declared lhe
hi hl:.stnm?mhtul Rs3
billion in 2019 and thl.
lowest Rsl‘? billion in
2022

The company managed
1© increase its sales from
Rs12 billion in 2017 10
Rs16 billien in 2018, fol-
lowed by dips in ZUIO
and 2020. The 8
sales Tungtd in 2020 l0
Rs8.9 billion. From there,
SPWL. is continuously

Stock its revenue

profits began to dwindle
afterwards with company
{)MHI\L prnl'l Ddlt

billion ap oS
2022, vespeclw:l
In the last six years, the
company _posted the high-
earnings per share
wvalue of Rs? Jf

that

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy personal evacuate local populace of creek
and coastal area during Rescue & Relief operations at Creeks area
amid Tropical Cyclone BIPARJOY.
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Pakistan-Russia trade in RMB, the beginning of
de-dollarisation movement: Experts

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan-Russia (radc in RMB is the beginning of de-dollarisation movement, Gwadar Pro
reported on Wednesday quoting Expert
n June 11, Pakistan received its lnm shipment of Russian crude oil, a cargo carrying 45,000 metric tonnes, in
the southem city of Karachi. The payment IJ;r this historic strategic international partership, based on G2G. was
made in Chinese currency RMB, according to an official statement
Leading Pakistani economists believe this move will decrease Pakistan's reliance on the US dollar, marking the
beginning of an international de-dollarization movement
ister for Petroleum, Musadik Mahk termed the arrival of the first Russian oil cargo in 75 years as a
"major development" on Tuesday (June 13). He stated, “We have purchased 100,000 tons of Ural (second lighter
crude oil) from Russia’
The arrival of this cargo s

Russian crude oil in RMB a "major development”, saying it would reduce Pakistan’s "dependence on the dollar”

He further added, * This is the first time that in international trade we are using Chinese currency as a curren-
cy of international settlement or trade settlement; this is just the beginning from ‘the Pakistani side

Dr. Hassan also noted that many other countries were also trading using currencies other than the US dollar.
He stated, “This is part of the de-dollarisation move which is going on at the international level, the United States
has been using economic sanctions as an Imtl'umtn[ of war or punishment to the developing countries. [ think this
is just a reaction to that "The business deal n Moscow and Islamabad in RMB, according to him, should
serve as a wake-up call 1o the United States, I(vpelu\l\ curbing the use of economic sanctions 45 @ war Lactic, Dr.
Zilakat Khan Malik, a renowned t the D of Eq niversity of Peshawar, says that
trading between ia and Pakistan in It\lB \uJI "definitely reduce the burden of dollars” on Pakistan. He told
Gwadar Pro, “Pakistan and China have good trade relationships; it will be beneficial for the country if payments
are made in the respective currencies of these countries instead of dollars "Zilakat Malik also revealed that
Pmsnn China, Tran, and Russia recently signed an agreement o conduct trade via a barter system, exchanging

s for LDOdS and eliminating currency involvement INP

China sets good example
upgrading Pakistan’s herbal
medicine industry

ISLAMABAD -“More herbs can be cultivated in
Pakistan. Pakistan has the potential to play a leading
role in the export of herbs in the world ™ said Hnleem
Abdul Bari, head of Research and Development in
Hamdard Laboratones of Pakista

The development of herbal medicine industry can
not only increase the medical care standard of the

fies the beginning of a continued import of crude oil from Russia. *Our tar, et is
to import one-third of rnuneqmred oil from Russia, and e mlend 10 pass on the discount to []|e cmnumem

In an_interview with Gwadar Pro, Professor Dr. A: e Hassan, Dean o National
University of Science and Technology (NUST), \slamabad eclwed Malik's ideas. He called tlve purchase of

“One example is olive, which was said not to be able
to grow anywhere except the Mediterranean area
However, now at least 70 thousand acres of land in
Pakistan are used for olive cul
sandalwood or teak, which was said to only grow in
topical areas.

Today. their cultivation has started in Pakistan and

country but also play a rale in the economy, according  will be’on an industrnial scale soon. "Hakeem's view-
to a report published by Gwadar Pro on Wednesday BDml ec}mes Syed Farocqh Bukhan, \.hamﬂau of the
In recent years, many towns and villages in China sociation

have encouraged and guided local people to cultivate
herbal medicine, which helped increase their income
and become rich
Changshan village in Anhui, China, 15 8 good exam-
le. "Our Herb Planting Demonstration Ared was trans-
‘ormed from a barren slope. At present. our village has
planted 33 hectares of herbs.” Wang Shimao, secretary
of the Changshan Village, sai
"Our land used to be barren and drought, which was
not suitable for planting traditional cash crops, So we
encouraged farmers 1o use barren slopes and forest
land to plant herbs.” At present, morg than 300 people
n the area are engaged i herbal medicine cultivation,
and the village has set up a rural cooperative 1o help
promaote | \x.a% herbal m(.dlum\. indush
“Pakistan can

H\ere is a German company that | uould n(u like to
name that used 10 take raw herbs fio
took herbs in pennies, and by cnmmerc\a\
company |s now worth about one billion Euros
encours; cople fo raise awareness to commercial-
ize local har s. There are many herbs that Pakistan has
not observed. It is a treasure that can solve a lot of
health problems “There i1s a lot of potential in_this
industry, and by developing it, our portfolio of agricul-
ture can also be wider ™ In this renard there are exam-

c ng India, China, and
re protecting their h\:rb: by c’{pandlm, their
cultivation and exporting them. And at the same time,
they started getting 5eayaph\cm indieations, which i
called GI code, to protect their indigenous herbs”
Hakeem added Space-bred varieties have proved to be
able to perform better ms. nf'Pmduclmn and resist-
ance, Last year, seven kinds of Pakistani herbal seeds
from International Centre for Chemical and Biclogical
Sciences (ICCBS), University of Karachi INP

ster Muhammad Shehbaz Sha augurates Tth Avenue Interchange

NDMA sets up
monitoring cell to
keep an eye on
Biparjoy movement

Pakistan's beef export to
China helps overcome
balance of payments

roduce the best herbs in the world
However, the herbs we use are not only local-produced
but also imported from all over the world ™ Hakeem
noted. Pakistan's herbal medicine industry can benefit
alot from its considerable climatic variation

ISLAMABAD: The National L =
Disaster ~Management  Authority, Crisis: Offi(!la] World Bank S .f .
Islamabad 1 f cell
inthe wake of Cycle Bipaoy. - | BEUING Pakistan's  beef bis elstion via Twitter, stating, approves PM harl ma ugu rates’
The movement of the tropical storm ex ort o 'Chmu helps cv\-ercom? Chmese CII:EOHIS hﬂs issued a' $2[ll]mn aid for l f d .
balance of payments crisis, sa tion 1o allow the export of
in bejne meritored from the NASA. | 010t O B Paiaats bedod beat s G | ays foundation stone
The authonity claims the storm will | Counsellor ~of " the  Palistani  _This development marks 3 sig- Pakistan . =
. mbassy nificant milestone in China- f l f
l‘(‘\‘j;‘\%t Aﬁ&“?ﬁﬂ&' (lt'.‘t ﬁtlrtﬂ:ﬁ,n China, an all-weather friend of  Pakistan bilateral trade, It presents ISLAM D: The 0 u p ] t prOJ ects

Pakistan, has onee again extended

Pakistani exporters with a big | World
its help to assl;l Pakistan in over=

WB)
Biparjoy will head to Keti Bandar cpportinity 15 tap inig the $15 bil VB | ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister (PM) On fhe occasion, PM Shehbaz Sharif

instead of Karachi.

The storm is raging in the sea at a
speed of 100 kilometers per hour. The
waves at the central point _of the
cyclone have started to rise to 30 to 40
feet, as per the
Tropical Cyclone Warning Center
or Zubair Ahmed has said that
tl rjoy is a category-3 storm as
of now. and by tomorrow it will
reduce in intensily to category

Karachi could face a flood
ation tomorrow, he said, adding the
sea may be in flood tomorrow, H\PP

Shah Farman’s
house raided, two
vehicles taken
into custody

PESHAWAR: A olm raid was con-
ducted at house of former Governar
Khyber Pakh(unl.\ma (KP) Shah
Farman in Peshawar pn Wednesday
and twa vehicles were impounded

The police and excise department
conducted raid at Shah Farman’s
house who had gone und;.ntruund
after violent ing um of May @
reaction to  arrest the Chdmndn
Pakistan Tehreek- E-Iusaft

The excise depanmem oﬁlcla\s said
that laboratory test of the impounded
vehicles would be conducted It is
worth mentioning here that police was
conducting raids for arrest of Shah

rman and ulhu PTI leaders includ-
ing Murad Saced, Mian Aslam Igbal
and Hammad Azhar who went under-
ground after May 9 vandalism. INP

Tribal Jirga
bans dowry ritual
in Buner

BUNER: A tribal Jirga in consensus.

st
Pakhtunkhwa on Wedne:

A tribal Jirga am.ndul
number of tnbesmen, religious xho—
age Anzar
uner to
e

G\'Ha

uanized in vil
Chagharzai of

ars was ol
Mera, tehsil

E h often lead 1o me‘gﬂ
noral activities

The attendants were in consensus
that dowry ritual was the major reason
in delay or complete halt in organizing
the wedding ceremonies of young
girls. Speaking on the occasion, the
members of the Jirga said that mn|]
E Fulnﬂm\ of Buner was leading
efore poverty line and in this situe-
tion dowry postpones the marriages of
wirls They aﬁul that dowry tradiion
was against the Quran and Sunnah
besides it puls addmoual burden on
the parents. They in consensus
imposed comp\ma n on dowry in
relative area and vowed 1o extend its
limits to maximum areas. INP

Karachi police kill
Lyari gangster in
encounter
KARACHI: Police shot dead a
street criminal during an alleged

encounter in Gulshan r}?a\ area of
Karachi, police confirmed  on
edn .

According to_reports, the police
party was chasing the ganuslu (u
arrest him as he was wanted by the
palice in several cases. Police on tip
off, reached his hideout, on seeing the
police the suspect opened fire. Police
retaliated and exchanged fire took
place leading to killing of the suspec

Police said the suspect was involved
in Lyari gang war and was booked
under several cases of heinous crimes
such as murder, artempt to murder,
mhbers- and other street crimes

oli k the dead body into cus-
tody and shifted it to a hospital for fur-
ther medico-legal formalities INP

coming its balance of payments lion Chinese market.

crisis by pamhlnn& the import of Qadir told Gwadar Pro_that
heat-treated beef from Pakistan. Pakistan, already a significant

adir confirmed that the beef exporter, w-h see its econo-
General _Administration my boosted by this new market

Customs of the People’s Republic ~ For China, the move will help

of China (G, as granted meet the country's  prowing
Pakistami beef the access to the demand for meal provide
Chinese markel, according to a  greater vanety for its consumers
report ublished by Gwadar Pro “This is ~ major news for

on Wednesday.
This news holds significant
implications for both countries, as
‘hina is ane of the world's largest
meat importers, and Pakistan is a
prominent beef ex]
. Pdl;h\l)lm amhassador to
China Moin ul Haque expressed

Students celebrate
‘Chinese Culture
Hour’ in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: The ‘Chinese
Culture Hour” exchange and exhi-
bition was held al COMSATS  meits, which gamered the admi-
University Islamabad to foster ration of the audience.

cultural ~ exchange  between In the food exhibition area, a
Pakistan and China variety of delicious Chinese cui-
Constructing a cultural bndge  sine J;.In-hu.d |h¢ senst he stu-
and highlighting the vibrant and  dents their exiumle
diverse Chinese culture, the stu- s h} preparing dishes
dents showcased knowledge of such as spicy chicken, dumplings,

Pakistan as it opens up a $15 bil-
lion market and provides a great
opportunity to enhance its exports
It will also have positive macro-
economic  implications  for
Pakistan’s balance of payments,

added  QadirQadir  informed
Gwadar Pro that the GACC.INP

showcasing the studen
body control and graceful move-

(hlnese calligraphy, tai chi, kung oodles, and fried nice. They
ongue twisters, i rated elements
from local cuising, adding a

e music
Accordin, lu Gwadar Pro, the
university campus buzzed with the
vibrani atmosphere of Chinese
culture as swdents eagerly dis-
played their knowledge and appre-
ciation. ¢ calligraphy art  tunes, showcasing the diverse and
demonstrated Lhe charm  of cmhanmu, facets of Chinese cul-
Chinese characters,  skilfully lm To further w{:pmt the univer-
explaining (]we meaning behind Chinese cultural education,
each stroke to the captivated audi- .\ carefully curated collection of
ence. The performances of tai chi  books  encompassing  various
and kung fu embodied ssence  aspects of Chinese culture was
of raditronal Chinese martial ants,  presented 1o offer students INP

700MW Azad Pattan
hydropower project
ready for construction:
Energy China

ISLAMABAD n

Huihua, Managing Director of
China Energy Int’l Group’s
Pakistan Branch, announced g

that the 7D0-megawatt Azad investing in renewable eneray
Pattan ]\y\lrolmwel project, run  in Pakistan was financially
by Energy China, is ready for viable. "We are committed to
construction after the comple- setting up our long-term opes
tion of a feasibility study and tion in Pakistan and invest
land acquisition more," he said.He highlighted
Wang made these remarks at  that China Energy Engineer
the 'Pakistan Energy Sector Corp. (Energy China) has been
Landscape.  Challenges & I;".‘;LT\I in Pakistan for the past
Oppurrumx coni h.r f-L h»ld ¢ China con-

unique touch. Tongue twisters and
music perd {nmnan contribute to
the joyous and lively atmosphere
The students eloquently spoke
Chinese and delivered melodious

Carridor (CPEC) initiative to
expedite financial closure.” he
sand He further stated that

nergy China believed that

de; Pakltm its favored
ls]amabadlie cxplau\ed lllal m\eumem destination,” he
the project would provide ed Wang also pointed out
cheap, claan energy  to ,nme of the challenges faced
Pakistan. "We have beende\e\- by foreign investors in
Pakistan, “underscoring _the

npmw this g‘rujecl for six years

We hop e government will importance of resolving them
%_\\e n more priority in the quickly to foster win-win coop-
I‘umumn. eration.IN

hina-Pakistan

LAMABAD: Federal Mis

oordination C

I
chaired the meeting of the Ex

i Bank
approved 5200
emergency aid to Pakistan
for rcgamng infrastruc-
wre which was damaged
in floods.

According to the World
Bank's statement reported
on  Wednesday, The
Bank’s Exccutive Board
approved the § Oﬂ il
lion for the upl the
damaged mtmstruuurc
duning devastating floods
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

he aid wall be trans-
ferred into State Bank of
Pakistan’s account in the
upcoming days

Earlier Pakistan after
the last year floads, decid-
ed to reach out to global
including
Imerlnllenal Monetary

d (IMF World Bank
Asian
Bank

and others for
monetary assistance to
deal  with devastating
floods in the country

According  to
sources,  the
lenders were conveyed a
joint report of NDMA,
finance and planning and

a

evelmrmeul
{ADB.

development  ministiies
over losses during the
floods INP

Bar Associations
observe strike
over acquittal of
“killer*

OKARA:  After the
acquittal of an alleged
perpetrators invelved in
the murder of a lawyer’s
brother by police, the
Bar  Associations of
three districts announced
strike in protest on
Wednesday

According to  the
eports, Okara, Sahiwal
and Pakpattan District

Associations
announced to hold strike
after the accused was
acquitted in murdering
the brother of Advocate
Atif Baloch, a_member
of District Bar Okara

In a statement issued
by the lawyers® associa-
tions, it was stated that
lawyers from all three
bar associations will not
appear in the courts as a
part of protest

According to the state-

e Station House
er (SHO) of local
Police Station released
the suspects after declar-
ing them innocent. The
awyers announced that
ke will continue
until the suspension of
the implicated police
officers. The President
of the District Bar
Association Okara
strongly condemned the
police conduct INP

e

er for Finance and Revenne Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar
(ECC) of the Cabinet.

Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday inaugu-
rated and laid down the foundation stane
of several development projects in
lalmnal\ad and Rawalpindi

1 Shehbaz Shanf inaugurated the
'im rmh Avenue overhead bridge at the
Snna%ar Highway. Th&, project has been
completed within 12 months.

There are four I ops of the Seventh
Avenue overhead bridge and the length
of the underpass is neters, The

ridge connects Sector G i,
which has added 10 the beauty of the
Srinagar Highway,

Later, the premier attended the open-
ing ceremony of the reconstructed 1JP
Road and also perform the groundbreak-
ing of 11th Avenue.

o
ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, \1||I|nmmnd S'nilq S:mjrnnl
at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

President Dr Arif Alv

was also be given a detailed briefing on
the development projects.

Two days earlier, PM Shehbaz inau-
gurated Sabzazar Sports Complex in
Lahore. The Sabzazar Sports Complex
is the first of a total 14 sports facilities
Flanmd during  Shehbaz's term as

Punjab chief minister.

e residents of Sabzazar would get
free entry to the sports complex, while
bright students would also be given free
membership.

The prime minister inspected different
sections of the sports complex and inter-
acted with young athletes and school
children (larclaku' Punjab  Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqavi was also pres-
ent on the occasion

, called an

Police arrest 17
visitors from beaches
amid cyclone threat

KARACHI: Police arrested 17 visi-
tors from the coastal locations
Karachi for viclation the Section 144
that was :mruced by_local administra-

fon amid threats of tropical cyclone
Biparjoy.
According to the sources, The

Commissioner of Karachi imposed ban
to bar the ciizens from wisiing the
beaches as preventive measures after the
issuance of alerts by the Pakistan
Meteorological Department (PMD) in
this regar

Police officials said cases had been
registered agamst all the 17 people for
defying the Section 144. They would be
presented before a court for further legal
proceedings

On the u[htr hand, District adminis-
tration has vacated 36 buildings, which
are declared dangerous, in north region

while shops in these buildings have been

sealed. The deputy commissioner north
has also sealed all restaurants located on
beaches

The authorities ha\e 1\«» sel up shel-
ter houses in Aram Bagh, Saddar, Lyan,
Civil Line sub-divisions as mass evacu-
ation has been started from the coastal
areas, Furthermore, a contingency plan
has been devised to handle any unto-
ward situation.

With bit less intensity the tropical
cyclone * Blpdr}u\ hardly 300 E\I\»
meters away from Sindh's port Keti

andar, the National — Disaster

Management Authority said in 1ts latest
update on Wednesda
According to the fateu NDMA fore-
yclone has weakened into
onic Storm” (VSCS)
with sustained wind
speeds of approximately 140-150 km/h
and gusts up 1o 170 km/h INP

Sindh leads in internet
penetration in
Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Sindh province of
Pakistan has emerged as a leader in
inlernet. penetration among_ the rest of
the provinces, with a 22.17% penetra-
tion ratio.

Sindh is followed by the Punjab
pm\mce which has an intemet penetra-

of 19.7%. Afterwards comes the
muncet of Bnlnc]lm[an and Khyber
ak\uunl.hua with internet penetration

14.73% and 14.30%, respectively.

As,cun(lmb tw a working paper ln
Tab; a think-tank based
Mdmahdd mlul Digital Nun. AGmdL
to Pakistan’s Transformation,”
the state of Pnklslan s digital ecosystem
is trying at best

Although there are some notable gains
in_terms of policy initiatives and tech
infrastructure, globally, Pakistan ranks
low among the countries with respect to
digital transformation

‘or example, there are no special

technology zones (STZs) in Sindh and
nv\oclusian whereas there is only one
1 Punjab. It is Khyber Pakhtrikhwa
which leads other provinces in STZs
with only two operational zones, Punjab

and KP have their own digital policies as
Elpum\ Policy

we]\ Iur]]pb has Pun]ab
5

b\lwher Pakh[unL]mn Digital Pnlu:y
2018-2023 "As for Balochistan and
Sindh rovinces, they do not have provin-
cial dig policiés in the first place,
which indicates a lack of concem on part

ut ial authorities towards the
aj rtance of digital technole-
g:es O»eral\ on the penetration and
quality of fibre connectivi [‘aklsnn
has a ‘score of 0.9 on a scale from 1 to
10, according to the Fibre Lleuelopmem
Index 2020 Pakistan's score on the
Fibre Development Index is the same as
Nigeria’s, which lies on the lowest rung
of digital development. INP




