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CM Bizenjo directs abolishing check

posts on highways in Balochistan

Staff Reporter

UETTA.:Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo
directed the law enforcement agencies
and ments to abolis check
posts established on highways of the
province. He passed these directives
while chairing a high-level law and
order meeting on Sunday

The relevant federal and provincial
security agencies were instructed to
immedm[:?ﬁ remove the check posts
on the highways and it was decided
that from now on no organization will
establish check posts on the highways
without the permission of the provin-
cial povemment, an official handout
issued by the CM Secretariat said.

Humiliating
people under
the guise of
check posts
will not be
accepted: CM W
Balochistan ..

Cabinet members said that humiliat-
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Women, children, patients and the
elderly in buses and vehicles are

ing the people under the guise of check |9 _—

posts will not be accepted and the self-

respect of the people will not be | 3

allowed to be violated, the statement . |
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stopped for hours at the check posts.
which not only hurts their self-respect
but also makes them undergo mental
and physical torture, the cabinet mem-
bers lamented.

Federal security agencies should
ensure the protection of the country by
giving duties at the rs and pre-
vention of smuggling and drugs.
Levies do not have the authority to
harass EED le by semn&up check posts
on the iggwavs, nor should the rights
of the people be compromised in the
n;lml: of security, Mr. Bizenjo made it
clear.

Cabinet pays
rich tribute
to martyred
of security

ZOI‘CES

There should be no check posts of
federal security agencies inside the
cities. In the cabinet meeting, it was
said that the security agencies should
carry out targeted og‘r:atiuns against
anti-social elements ause the use-
fulness of check posts on the highways
has never been revealed and not till
today.

The cabinet also decided to take
strong action against drug dealers in
other areas of the city including Saryab
Road. In the meeting, the sacrifices of
the security agencies in the war against
terrorism were acknowledged m\ﬁan'ch
tribute paid to them.

GPP plays an important role in improving

From Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD:World Bank
Country Director, Najay Bin
Hussain said that the Govemance
and Policy Project Balochistan
(GPP) has achieved significant suc-
cess in improving govemnance and
gublic  service ~ delivery i

ochi

He expressed these views on the
Project Closure Workshop  of
Governance and Policy Project.
Balochistan which was organiz
here at a local hotel on Saturday.

Mr. Hussain expressed his salis-
faction over the succ execu-
tion of Govemance and Reforms

roject, he expressed his pratitude
‘or the Government of Balochistan,
the project implementing agencies,
and the project team for organizing
this event — which is not only
showcasing the achievements, bur
also discussing future reforms.
am also grateful to the development
ners for their financial contri-
ions in this multi donor trust
fund”, he said.

GPP made
remarkable strides
towards achieving its
goals: Rashid Razzaq

Projest Coordinator Gpp  ‘OFPP laid a strong
Balochistan, Rashid Razzaq stat-

Government of Balochistan , Task
Team Leader Miss Irum Tougeer

JSfoundation for a said on the occasi

She men-

| 2
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cial resources of Balochistan

ce in Balochistan

improved

GPP have given extensive sup-
port to Finance Department for an

Public _ Financial

strengthenin, the financial

resources of Balochistan.

GPP supports
government

departiments

GPP also hel, finance to do
feasibility Study for Bank of
Balochistan, Actuaries Study to
calculate the overall liabilities
R?u:m‘:al of Balochistan, Tax and

jon Tax Revenue Collection
Studies for Balochistan, These
studies will help Government

ochistan to strategies and plan
to bring reforms in Improved
Public Finance Management and

onomic Prosperity of
| Balochistan. GPP have also devel-
oped a comprehensive prafessional
Accreditation  programme  for
finance department to equip the
human reseurce with excellent
Public Financial Management
Skills.

Mr. Tobias Lead Economist
‘World Bank expressed his satisfac-
tion “&-glp[he sucﬁas '?f GPP, m‘;
ing, “ was a flagshi ject
Gf%vemmem of Baﬁch?m tis
remarkable that the project was
able to achieve enormous goals in
revenue administration and the
obvious raise in revenue generation
was seen in Balochistan. He said

ion.
ed that under the leadership of tioned that it helped in improvin, Mana; t System, GPP estab-
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project aimed to improve gover-  Balochistan: Miss  more prospe a Policy Project from  [alochisian Reveue sutorty  SF5aiechiian fooks forward to &
nance and public service delivery Irum Tougeer TR e F il o o] =il e in tax revenue, Since the Partnership of similar interventions
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BNP stages protest against spread of

narcotics in Sariab
Manan Mandokhail i c ‘

QUETTA:The Balochistan National Party
9‘3NP} m%ad a protest demonstration against
Q

e spread of the curse of narcotics in
uetta’s Sariab Road area on Saturday. The
party took out a protest rally from Sariab and
turned into a protest demonstration outside
the Balachistan Assembly.

The protesters were carrying placards and
banners_ inscribed with slgans against the
rovincial government and police” for their
ailure to eradicate the curse of narcotics.
“Police must eradicate the curse of narcotics
from Sariab Road area”, Malik Naseer
Shagwarél. the parliamentary leader of the

said.

Protesters demand A \
The protesters blocked the main road out-
side the Balochistan Assembly and demand-

stern action against : d demay
ed of the police to take stern action against
drugpeddlers }_hé drug peddlers operating in the area.

overnment should translate words into

Road

action”, Malik Naseer Shahwani said.

The protesters also lamented that the resi-
dents of Sariab were deprived of basic facili-
ties and that the provincial govemment was
least bothered about the miseries of the mass-
es, The protesters said police and the admin-
istration were complicit in the spread of the
narcotics in the area.

BNP lawmakers
express solidarity
with protesters

BNP lawmakers in the Balochistan
Assembly also came out of the house and
expressed solidarity with the protesters.
They assured that the matter would be
taken up with the Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo in this
regard.

FIA arrests 8 for alleged
involvement in smuggling of
Greece boat tragedy victims

The: Federal
Investigation Agency
arrested on Sunday m%\(
suspects from across the
gountry . allegedly
involved in smuggling
the victims of the éﬁeoe
boat tragedy,

Last week, an Italy-
bound fishing trawler

reportedly carrying at
least 800 people —
including approximately

300 Pakistanis — cap-
sized off Greece. Only
104 people are known 10
have survived and the

ance of finding more
SUTVIVOTS WAS SEe 88 Vif-
tually nil.

The ncident led to a
day of muurmrég along
with a nationwide crack-
down initiated by the
government on human

smugglers.On
Interior Minister Rana

deceased Pakistani vic-

peaple abroad »yall:ld face
opriate punishment.

sad 82 W a statement issued

today, an FIA spokesper-

Friday,

tims had been recovered
while amendments to
laws were under consid-
eration to ensure that
those involved in human
trafficking and employ-
ing illicit means to send

son said six human smug-
lers were arrested for
acilitating  the illegal
{)c‘\]umey of the Greece

at tragedy victims and
five cases were registered
against them INP
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Al and Climate Change

completely missing in
Balochistan budget

The future is all about the Artificial Intelligence (Al). The Al has the poten-
tial to significantly impact education and transform the learning experience for

students across the globe,

Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive :tu;ivpon to
students. These systems can assess students” knowledge, identify areas of weak-
ness, and offer targeted guidance and resources to help them improve.

Experts say the Al has so far taken mere baby steps, Still a lot needs to be
done, The Al is going to dominate education, politics, economy etc. in the

future.

No word of Al in the Balochistan Budget
Despite its need and importance, the Balochistan government has not allocat-
ed a single penny for the Al in its financial budget for the year 2023-24. The
provincial government allocated more than Rs.100 billiens for primary, middle
and higher education sector The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al
Besides Al the government has not focused on the looming threat of climate
change. Balochistan, the country’s areawise largest provinee 1s prone to all nat-
ural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and climate

change

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Climate Change and more than Rs.73 billions

for C&W department

The government allocated Rs.71 crore rupees to tackle the climate change,
whereas, more than 73 billion rupees were allocated for the communication and
works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most of

the amount is likely to go inta some narrow pockets.

Promotion of AT education provides an opportunity to our students to com-
pete on national and international levels. Its prometion can open new vistas of
opportunities for cur students

owever, investment in the climate change department is extremely neces-

sary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastating

floods last year g!ayed havoc across Balochistan and life was completely para-
th.

Iyzed for a mon

The provincial government needs to change its priorities when it comes to Al
and climate chanﬁe since the former offers opportunities and the latter poses a

serious threat to

uman life.

After the polls?

s Pakistan’s

litical rivals

Egu_le hard to

rapidl and

quickly  win

space in the run

up 1o the country’s next
elections, the clear writ-
ing on the wall seems to
have  been  widely
ignored: once elections
are out of the way, the
task of running a_crisis
stricken country will fall
upon the next set of rulers
who will face unprece-
dented odds in overseeing
a retrn to relative nor-

malcy,
And that’s where the

ernment right in its face,
without a clear solution in
sight in the foreseeable
future 2
Welcome to the reality
of Pakistan anchored
upon a fast faltering
economy, political disar-
;2 a_security crisis, an
administrativé and polic-
ing system badly broken
down and sociefal trends
relentlessly shifting
southwards with unpre-
dictable conseglléences,
Irrespective of elec-
toral outcome at the polls,
there’s no political party
to date that has presented
a convincing plan to
reform an _increasingly
complicated country to

govern —
Clearly  highlighting
Pakistan’s very sorry
trends are daily occur-
rences such as on the
ni before Eidul Fitr
right in the heart of
Islamabad. A brutal attack
on five family members
of i National
Assembly  bureaucrat
Shameon Hashmi once

?gf\in exposed the power-
ul reality of a state that
remains out of une wi
i15 Very Own grassroots.
b The ai!.w_‘k. ostensibly
y employee:
outlets ?n l¥\e
market of the sup
upmarket sector F-7 was
meant to violently seize
back a table and chairs
CCupi e victims.

Instead, the attack vividly
highlighted the sorry state

the ‘state p‘;:_nli_ its polic-
ing responsibilities even
in central Islamabad

No amount of condem-
nation by officials of this
tragic event can ever
ignore a dark side
collapse of Pakistan’s
once  relatively stable
administrative order,

ner unless backed by long.
overdue reforms.

In decades gone |y
Pakistan has repeatedly
failed to tackle calls for
reforming the country’s

fi the country
Ezsﬁdy ysfunctional iax
collection system. The
malaise surrounding the
taxation structure” has
broadly progressed in
tandem with the state’s
ever weakening capacity
to impose ity writ. Ifs
hardly surprising that
large” scale tax evasion
has today become a hall-
mark of power and influ-
ence of those who have
proudly and repeatedly
defied the Pakistani state.
. Meanwhile, the grow-
rn% failure to impose law
ar Jnmden‘ h‘zs exposed

a
n

ave now
reached the heart of the
capital with the broad
mass of the public left
badly exposed.

It'is an outcome that
has followed years of
growing neglect of the
state’s responsibility

considered a relitively
manageable country. And

without the Pakistani
state  asserting  itself
through q!awm? back

ace that it has Tost, the
uture of a range of areas

including the battered
will likely

s

Across the world, it is
hard to imagine a success
story economic
progress in a country that
also remains ridden’ with
challenges comparable to
those of today’s Pakistan.
Even a successful inter-
national economic bailout
of a near default Pakistan
will simply fail to help
the country turn the cor-

¢ gap 1
Pakislun‘s] eco_nom:j_
progress. Irrespective
the incentives offered by
one government after
another to attract large
scale new investments,
investors — motably, for-
eign ones — will remain
averse to stepping in a
country with gaps in its
commitment 1o enforce
L ilaw' the i&cmi-
ingly s state 0V
erhmment provided heaith:
care and education should
hardly be surprising as
Fakistan has _slipped
repeatedly over time
aced with near insur-
mountable  challenges,
Pakistan’s way forward
must be built upon meet-
ing a two tiered set o gn
onties.On the one hand, it
is vital for political par-
ties to urgently assemble
a community of expert:
to chart out policies for
the future, in case the
et _a chance to rule
a&c}sun at the federal
T

Hanna Urak, lush green
valley attracts tourists from
across Pakistan

When man first m
to explore the world of
the Almighty, his top
three desires” have been
for flowing water, blow-
ing air flowering flora,

1d pleasing  serenity
Historic Hanna  Urak
Valley, Quetta is home to
all four of lements,

One has the impression
that he is enjoying life in
the hereafter and that
Allah has given him a

iece nﬁans as the prize
or_his good acts while
sitting beside the crystal
clear water that cascades
down from the enigmatic
Tugged mountains.

Urak valley, a
picturesque
landscape
surrounded by
rugged
mountains

Urak Valley, & place of
picturesque * landscape
surrounded bg} uneven
meuntains in the Quetta
district of Balochistan
province, has a popula-
tion of about 24000,

The Hana Lake, which
was_established by the
British, is close to Urak
Valley, which is 20 kilo-
meters from Quetta. The
end of it has a small

of the Pashiun Kakar
tribe, who are renowned
for their kindness, brav-
ery, and hospitality. High-
quality apple trees are
grown here, and they are
exported to a number of
nations,

Daily 15,000 to
20,000 tourists
visit Hanna
Urak

Hanna Urak Valley
now has the distinction 6f
being the only tounst

int in Balochistan with
average dail;r visits of
between 15,000 and
20,000 tourists. The most
visits have ever been
recorded at any of

Balochistan’s tourist
points.

Accordin to  Mr
Mohammad™ Yunus, the
landlord in the Hanna
valley, “around fifieen o
twenty thousand people
from ~ throughout the
country  and pa:{:s of

Balochistan _rush 1o
Hanna Urak Valley daily
to observe the natural

uty.
W;ylaave a deep con-
nection to this place, and
we always abide by the
golden rules of hospitali-
ty when visitors amve in
our valley. .
You cannot avoid visit-
ing Hanna Valley at least
once if you are Imw:ellp%
to Quetta, the provincial
capital of Balochistan.

“We are tired of
tough daily
schedules”, tourists

-

b g

“Tired of our busy
schedule and daily rou-
tine, we spare time and
visit Quetta to experience
scenic  Urak — valley,
“Usman Ansari, a resi-
dent of the Landhi area of
Karachi said,

The environment is
leasing, the people are
fiendly unlike some of
the people of northern
areas of the country
where not ow prices of
the commedities  are
raised manifold during
the tourist season, but the
:iunsts are too maltreat-

s v
aran; narrating the
Ristory of the valley said
that before Pakistan came
into being, our ancestors
had inked MoU with the
British rulers regarding
the provision of water to
the cantonment estah-
lished adjacent to the
Hanna Valley. The British
Army  stationed  at
Cantonment was charged

per [ga!lm.

However, he noted that
“after the Independence
of Pakistan, elders of the
valley mcludm}e Malik
Sikandar Kl Aalik Taj
Mohammad, Flaji Abdlﬂ
Rahim Sarngzai and oth-
ers met the then governor
and agreed 1o continue

Ameer

providing fresh water free
of cost. “This tradition
continues fill day”
rlove for our home-
Pakistan  mg
Pr d  Fi
Marshal Ayub Khan visit
Hanna Urak. B"Q“! his
5 ©

land

dam for the area’s people.
He fulfilled his promi
and the “Wali Ta
Dam” was built
hc!fqd‘smre the water
an 1rn%me the agricul-
tural land.

“My father Malik
Ghulam _ Mohamma
Sarangzai was the first
member of the Pakistan
Peaple’s i’an{ from
Balachistan,” ‘he said
adding that we still havea
membership card issued
by Zulfiqar Bhutta with
his own handwriting.

ik Nasir Khan for-
mer Councilor of Hanna
Valley, said, “Provincial
govemment wails for the
scarcity of funds but do

not pay heed to
e

the
tourism sector especially
developing the biggest
tourist point of the
rovince Hanna Urak,”
y allocating a_sizahle
budget for the develop-
ment of tourist points, it
could generate millions
of rupee only from Hanna

Valley
As il luck
would have it,
like other parts
of the province,
Sloods in 2022
caused havoc
in the Hanna
Valley as well.

“The recent flash
floods devastated 100
percent of apple orchards
and agriculral land,
swept away road an
other infrastructure, Mr.
Yunus landlord of Hanna
sai

As road infrastructure
has perished, it takes two
hours to reach the Hanna
valley from the entrance
which used to take 30
minutes, he said lament.
ing that despite the pa:
sage of eight months, nei-
ther compensation 1o the
victims were given nor
steps  were taken to
restore  the damaged
inffastructure

‘e had, on our own,
established small hotels,
swimming_ pools, parks,
and other eglblg spots to
attract the toutists,” The

effort was aimed at gen-
erating revenue for the
local community but after
the floods. it shut com-
pletely leaving the area
people in dismay.

r. Thrahim JUI leader
in the valley also seemed
disappointed  in the
response of the authori-
ties concemed 1o restore
tourist activities since it
has been at a standstill
after the floods destroyed
everything.

“In the aftermath of a
catastrophe that hit the
province in June 2022
agriculture, apple
orchards, and small busi-
ness are no more there to
support the local commu-

ity of Hanna Valley,” It

¢ responsibility of the
provincial government to
take the issue seriously
and initiate rehabilitation
process on war-footing,

The concerted efforts,
in this connection, would
not only ease issues faced
by the local community
but also generate revenue
fior the provincial kitty.

" B ochistan

kesperson Babar
\‘Engza? ‘when contacted
reaffirmed the govem-
ment’s resolve 1o resusci-
tate tourism in the
province, “Government is
well cognizant of the
issues faced by the peaple
of the valley *he rehabil-
itation process is under-
way and we are striving
hard to complete it as
soon as possible.”

About Hanna Valley,
he assured that strenuous
measures would be put in
place to restore the dam-

ed road infrastructure.

e will leave no stone
unturned to revive the
hustle and bustle of the
tourists at the historic
Hanna valley

Secretary of Tourism
and Culture Manzoor
Hussain said Balochistan
tourism is characteri
by diversity in the fields
of tourism.

Balochistan has been
specially blessed in terms
of tourism. There are

beautiful sites and
request people from the
country and  outside

Pakistan,  ta  visit
Balochistan and enjoy the
beauty of nature and
ensure  investment in
Balochistan

“The resource alloca-
tion for tourism must
have a government of
Balochistan's priority; he
said adding that the gov-
ernment is trying to equi
the picnic points with aﬁ
sorts of facilities and pay
ﬂ)eciaT heed to Hanna
rak and other tourist
points in the province,

With a rich historical
history and the distinction
of being the most popular
tourist  destination  in
Balochistan, the govemn-
ment must address the
roblems affecting the
local pepulation and initi-
ate massive development
initiatives in order to
revive tourism in the

Financial inequality breeds contempt

Our society essentially
stands divided into three
classes. The elite class
comprises the top bureau-
crats both civil and mili-
tary, business tycoons
and politicians Then fol-
law two classes — the
thinning middle class and
the multiplying poor
class, whmg ives below
the poverty line. Instead
of receding, the poverty
graph is rapidly escalai-
n

"fne politicians — in
every government that
comes fo power by win-
ning the election ~ prom-
1s¢ to uplift the condition
of the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure

pathetic [ving conditions
will improve, and they
will get health and educa-

tion, L

The severe dls{:anty
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed. It not only furns
the suffering segments of
unhappy and
angry against the system
but also creates hostility
among them

As a nation, however.
we can chanfge our alarm-

state of poverty and
literacy if we single-
mindedly follow the
nations ‘that have pro-
gresse{:}_ w:ﬂa’m. a few
gars trom bein; T
fhm#wwld cuunl%igu?u
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Singapore
as a glanng example.
ingapore was typical-

Iy a third-world coun
like ours but without any
imherent resources that
we Iuckdﬂr
turnaround  came  in
Singapore when Chinese

have The

leader Deng Xinopinﬁ
deyised a formula — MP}

1 fo the Singapore Prine
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism andﬂﬁfof
hones

Mcl?tocmcy meant that
all government jobs were
to be allotted based on
merit and qualification
‘without any consideration
for “who’s'who’ or who's
related to whom. Students
in Sszpore are admitted
1n col e%cs and umversi-
ties 1
out any string-pulling
from bfL :rusqtthe scene, As
a result, Sin pos-
sesses a_highl ypg&fjm{ed
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation, The

ountry’s universities,
‘medical colleges and hos:
pitals are counted among
the best in the world. In
companson, it is tragic
¥ merit in our counb

is given such little impor=
tance. Many in the lop
gommns of the awil

ureaucracy and judiciary
are related 1o one another.

‘P in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a
gm_uml a%pmxch unlike
Pakistan wi

ere |oss-mak-
ing monsters, state-run
nizations like the
Pakistan Steel Mills and
PLA, incur losses worth
billions_ every year but
successive governments
hesitate to privatize them
because of political pres-
sures. Last year, the PSM
accumulated a loss of
Rs67 billion in the first
six months,
Consequently, every
taxpayer has 10 bear the
burden of the loss-mak-
ing behemoths. Could

Singapore  allow  its
vibrant economy to suffer
from such recuiring loss-
es for years? Never. The
PSM HRasn’t produced a
nece of steel since 20115
ut its employees are paid
hundreds of millions in

world country 1o a first-
waorld country, is honesty.
It means zero tolerance
for corruption.
Singapore’s prime minis-
ter, under whose govern-
ment the counts

gressed, carried out
accountability
downward.
est bureaucracy and a
rogressing economy, the
Fouitry turned into 3 hub
of foreign investment. It
improved the living con-
ditions of the people and
raised their social status
among the comity of
nations. Too high “stan-
dards for_us to meet,
aren’t they? .
S_SD organized is the
ingaporean government
that'it dmlgieﬁnl:) reduce
the population of domes-
tic crf_ws that }]mq slan[id
attacking people in parks
and on roads. The group
director of wildlife man-
agement at the National
Parks Board ordered that
crows' nests be pulled
down, set up traps and
prune the trees in public
mmreﬁ:l, f‘_\;enngsi a wild
growth of birds of prey to
cope with, Recently dzcre
was an article 1n this
newspaper as to what
prompted the increase in
population of these birds.
All that one witnesses
are kites hovering in the
sky and thousands of

crows making citizens’
lives miserable by their
cawing round the clock
As pointed out in the arti-
cle, the main reason for
the growth of these birds
is the ‘sadqga’ in the shape
of meat leflovers the peo-
ple throw on the roads
and outside their homes

Bank road is notori
for this activity where
kiles are seen swoopil
down to get their share
meat that passers-by feed
them, Sometime back my
cousin Mansoor Khan
lost his car’s windshield
when a kite struck against
it. Sur%mmg}y‘ the wind-
shield broke in’ pieces but
the kite  survived.
Whether Mansoor was a
‘meat thrower’ to the
kites, he didn’t admit
The pol

By Iftekhar A Khan
third-world countries to
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Sin; e
as a glaring exnmp!e.l

Smﬁ:ﬂmm was typical-
Iy a fhurd-world country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have. The
turnaround  came  in
Sz:lgapore when Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping
devised a formula — Pﬁ
— for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow 1o progress. M
stood for n;\entocma, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Meritocracy meant that
all govemnment jobs were
to be allotted hased o
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who’s 'who' or who's
related to whom_ Students.

- in in are adn d
every government that in colleges and umiversi-
comes to power by win-  ties purely on ment with-
ning the election —'prom- out any string-pulling

ise to uplift the condition

_the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
will improve, and 1
will get health and educa-
o

.

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed. It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the system
but also creates hostility
among them,

As a nation, however,
we can change our alarm-

ing state of poverty and
illiteracy if we single-
mindedly  follow the

nations ‘that_have pro-
are within a few
vears from being poor

from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educate
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation_ The
country’s universities,
medical colleges and hos-
?Amls are counted among
he best in the world. In
comparison, it is tragic
how mesit in our country
15 given such little impor-
tance. Many in the toj
E‘ulsuuon; of the civi
reaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another.
P ormula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a
Brm.:uca[ roach unlike
Pakistan where loss-mak-
ing monsters, state-run
organizations
Pakistan Steel M
PIA, incur losses worth
billions .

The false narrative
around SOEs

elling state

companies is a

bad idea. But

despite failing

repeatedly in practice this

idea has resurfaced in the
202324 budget pro

als, which say that next

year the povernment -

will raise Rs96 billion

by selling state compa-
nies. )

So, what's going on
here” Why do our eco-
nomic rs wish to
peddle state com!mnie;
when they should be
fighting_our real prob-
Iems, which are poverty,
illiteracy, child malnutri=
tion ami _unem%l_ ‘ment?
You might think it's
because selling  ‘loss-
‘making’ state companies
makes them look like
tough-minded ople
earnesily fighting budget

icits. That's surely part
of the answer But the
bigger picture, 1 would
areue, is ideological It's
their false belief that
‘business is not the busi-
ness of the state’. Why
false? Because we have
several decades worth of
world experience show-
ing otherwise.

ow then should we
push back against these
‘managers? It is tempting
to show that they live ina
fantasy world, that Turk-
ing bekind their ideoloy
isa Fulty premise, whic
raises doubts about their
competence — and their
connection with reality.
But the bigger problem
with selling state compa-
nies is that it's all wrong
on the merits. So, for
now, let’s put aside ideol-
ogy. Let's ask instead
whether state_companies
are really a fiscal disas-

ter? And whether, as the
Privatization
Commission says on its
website, they burden the
national budget, burden
the poor people, so that
selling them ‘salvages the
government l!grr_m%
Teducing state subsidies?"

Now, the truth is thar
this much-hyped story-
line that all state compa-
nies are a burden on the
completely
false. But it has settled in
the Eeupm‘s minds abet-
ted by a complicit media.

at may the
why a loss-making
company, PIA. makes up
the usual headiines, while

rofitable companies like

il and Gas ent
Corporation (OGH g and
Pak Petroleum (PP) are
sacrificed on the
Privatization
Commission's altar with-
En anyone noticing the

reason
state

fference L

To illustrate this point,
that there is a huge gap
between what the people
think about the perform-
ance of state companies
— that it i5 poor — and

the reality, I give you evi-
dence from latest PP
and annual
reports. The first thing

you Ise IESP kg we, the
people of Pakistan, own
about two-thirds of both
companies. But the espe-
cially notable aspect is
the outstanding perform-
ance of these companies,
and their enormous prof-
its year after vear after
year. So, PP's after-tax

ofit last year was RsS54
illion and 1t put Rs45
billion in the national
kitty in taxes alone. In the
past sixtyr.m its cumula-
tive profit was Rs299 bil-

By Sarmad Khawaja

lion. There's more, and it
further strengthens our
case:_last year OGDC
contributed Rs207 billion
to the national kitty, and
Rs821 billion in the last
six years. These are colos-
sal amounts, To put them
in_perspective, consider
this: the Rs230 billion the
nies gave 1o

the government last year
is about 70 per cent of the
cost of
external debt; it exceeds
BISP's expense by Rs79
billion. And it is ample
roof that  the
rivatization
Commission used a false
ise to sell 644 million
shares of OGDC. As a
result, just 67 per cent of
it is now left in our own-

ership.

You might expect that
in view of this the
Privatization
Commission will pause
and relent. But no. It
sticks to its guns insisting
that ullm% state compa-
nmes would do great
things for our country.
But foolhardiness aside,
it's important to realize
that the case for selling
state companies is clearly

ng on the merits.

Likewise, the ideologi-

cal premise of selling

state  companies 18
flawed, which brings me
1o the mantra that “busi-

ness is not the business of
the state,” aka free-m;
capitalism. Now, eco-
nomic historians will tell

ou that this has never

een the case. Not one of
today’s Western econom-
ic powers practised free-
market capitalism_during
its development. Take for
example France. Iis state
created ‘national.
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NA approves bill limiting parliamentarians’
dlsqualcatlon to S years

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly Sunday amendedalaw limiting 'y
ualification of a B

any court, including the Supreme Court and a High Court, the di:

the dl iamentarian to a maximum of five Him 1Fcauon 0I'upefsonl elected, chosen, or to remain as a member
pavmg e way for those barred for life l"mm tunmng for a public of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parl |amemg of 9 Provincial Assembl under Parngrnph
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz L ) supremo Nawaz Sharif (1) of clause (1) of Article 62 of the Constitution shall be for glen
Istehkam-e-Pakistan P; (lFseec nef Jnhangur Khan Tareen will be rom the d the court of law in that reggrlcll
™ he b

five
and suah declaration shall be subject to the due process of law,
T

among those who benefit
Nawaz Sharif and Jahangir Tareen
will benefit from the bill

S upreme Court had disqualified both senior politicians in June and

ber 2017, tively, after they were found to be "dishonest” )

nnderAmcIe 52{ )(ff ‘the onstinution
se of the parllamcnl — had earlier this month

Dm: |1I seekm Amendmems to Section 232 (Qualifications and

gﬁuahﬁcauom) of the Election Act, 2017
th mlﬁeanyllun contained m;n;g other pruvwons of this Act, ©
any other law for the time being in force Judgment, orders or decree

ove.

Lawmakers disqualified for life
will be able to run for office
With Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)-backed President Arif Alvi wt of
the country due to Hajj, Chairman Senate Sadui]hsanlmm has taken ch; arﬁe
as the uctnhg pmselg.ent and chances are that the might approve the bill
**The house also ‘approved another amendment to the law, allowing the

Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to announce the date for polls uni-
laterally, without the president’s approval Web Desk

Qureshi takes issue with
govt’s ‘lack of response’ to
US-India joint statement

MULTAN: Ex-foreign minister Shah Mahmocd
Qureshi on Sunday mt:cized what he describe

as a former foreign minister he was “pained” to see the
Joint communique issued after Biden and Modi's meet-

coalition govemnment’s lack of response on |hc mm ing in Washington,

statement 1ssued by the United States and India which “This was a bilateral visit, it is his right. They met

called on Pakistan to crack down on extremists that tar- ~ [and] they had a d:scus on. But the joint communigue

get New Delhi. issued after ing that joint wmmnA
US President Joe Biden laid out a red carpet fc nique as a former fomlgn minister P

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the W}me caused me

al pai
He said that lhe statement failed 10 recognise
Pakistan’s ecmomw and human losses in the fight
again:
gﬂ;\\nd mcnm a b:lmml meeting, setting aside diplo-
matic norms, Pakistan is made a target of criticism

House on_Thursday where the two countries sealed
major_defence and technology deals as Washington
bets Ing on India as a counterweight to China.
rent bid to use the visit to further India s
hgenda aia\lm Islamabad, a joint smfg“ém,
Thu

he ;,r state late on day cal!edN o T is was inappropriate, r;;:h :aidd N o
| vi f thick cl hovering on the sky of city. istan to cracl n on extremmsl af target New e same time, i said he was “amazed”
newe ek cleudy hoveringn e gk Oty Delhi he statement also called for action against see du( no one in Pakistan ‘was saying an; thing. | He

extremist groups based in Pakistan
The Ferewgn Ulfce (FO) hnd termed the statement
“misleading and unwarranted”, saying that the “refer-
ence is mmm to diplomatic norms and has A;ollmcal
avertones™ whi ence Minister Khawaja Asif said

said that he had made his views and his “disappoint-
ment” on the mﬂc clear yesterday ouLﬂde an anti-ter-
rorism court and was doing the same .

The PTI leader said it while Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif was doing “salesmanship™ of mangoes

Sanjrani assumes

Significance of inter-ethnic
charge of acting

marriages highlighted in

i i . the US ecldem should “conslder facts the next time  in France, he should also have given a respanse on the
preSIdent as Alv. * hel‘e«ap:i[]e butcher of Gujai statement issued by US and India."Our fo‘:'el minis-
ss jarar Y g
leaves fol’ Haj .l Speaking 1o the media here Multan, Qureshi said that  ter says nothing on this? INP
ISLT.}]M%BPJ:!E ‘l['lm new o%méfws, mducanng a strong —S—m -
ISLAMABAD: Senate Chairman | rescarch of stan Institute_of intra-ethnic marriages G t t t
sl Sy S B | Do i H0) et MY Yttt | explanation ovt initiates pension
Alcvxn eft fgrs's;':d. l.:rabla : oen"fmzl“ inter-ethnic marriages in Pakistan, Urdu, Potohari, ﬁ;’a i, and over olitch in .
P a counlry wilh @ divarse etmic  Brusfuski &hﬂwmg slighily higher g f m t d
e Cabinet Division bus issued B ariages play a crugial Aol sender differ. | CHEque-clearance rerorms to avor
guuﬁcanon ul'acaml preslgen( %’g"]g role in promoting assimil ences were observed in languages System .
g_ﬂjw‘;lf koo ‘ dutics ol social cohesion, and staby such as Urdu, Shina, and L]
otiice ol presigen! thereby blurring tensions ansing  Kashmin. The study also’exam- KARACHI: The sys- w l "
President Dr Aﬂ“'“' along with | from ~ ethnic differences, the ined the langua: pre_fma._-m of | tem. of cheque-clearance
famliy and stafl’ will perform research fndmgs from the "PIDE 7 families with different institution, National
Tnterior Minister Rana Sanaullah | BASICS 1 survey indicate kerounds and found that | | I Facili Govt mmaﬁes pensmn reforms to  family member of a deoeased‘g:nslcnu
Khan along with his family members e su.wy revealed ﬂu( lan- when parents share the same eth- 1!‘:;,‘1"‘:;'!2“““ aa "““‘-}'; avoid snuwba ing: Dar was receiving the pension s aJI i Iwei
reached Jeddah to perform Hay].INP [ guage, closely tied to ethme back-  nicity, 92.3% of children spoke | i O89S Lo H ] ISLAMABA Minister bl pescn bill

Hand grenade
. .
explosions in
Bannu claim one
life, leave 12
injured

BANNLU: At least one person was
killed, and 12 others were?;ﬁ |nJ|:red
following a series
explosions that occum:d ln Bamu
duting the early hours of Sunday

According to the police, the incident
took place when two hand grenad
were hurled at the residence of local
resident Ziaur Rahman late last night.

As a result of the explosions, one
md-vldual lraglcallPr hm rheu life
1 others, including women and
chil dren wslsmedmgunes
wift M!lﬁn was lilkﬂl by 5[125
authorities, who prom; tran:
e el Tionng ) Tt dsemed
mdl\n. ual to the district headquarters
hospital INP

FIA nabs notorious

human trafficker in

Faisalabad, involved

in illegal migration
cases

FAISALABAD: The Federal
]nvesh ation  Agency (FIA) in
d has nppmhendc a mgﬂy
sought-after human trafficker accused
of being involved in over 30 cases of
illegal transportation of individuals to
foreign countries.
. identified as Tahir
Nadeem, allegedly del'rnuded count-
less citizens by exploiting them
through fraudulent activities and false
promises of overseas em

His illicit operations “primarily
focused on unlawfully sending indi-
viduals to various countries including
Europe, Canada, and others,

During the arrest, authorities man-
aged to sme a substantial amount of
evidence against the accused

I‘hns included 25 Pakistani pass-
E “”““‘,j“fﬁ({,'g:ﬂk seals, counter-

it VIsas, ches 8, stamj rs,
checks from di Eerem wﬁnagg

T:Iur Nadeem had bees ed in
I4 cases by the FIA in d:e Faisalabad

rele alone Additionally, he faced an
addmuneﬂ 16 fraud cases registered
against him in various police stations
across the city. Due to the severity
the charges brought against him, the
accused had already been declared a
ﬁignve by the court. F[h has launched
three separate inquiries to investigate
the mcnr;]n

Mother of two
tortured to death by
in-laws in Muridke

MURIDKE: A mother of two chil-
dren was allegedly tortured to death
by her in-laws over some domestic
issue in Muridke, police said on
Sunday The deceased nianuﬁed as
Tqra belonged to GUJ"BI’\WBI%‘ and she
had been married off | Abbas
eight years ago in Muridke Igra’s
brother Mubashir told the police in his
statement that quarrels used to take

ace between the couple after the

“Adgi Abbas, his mother and other
members of the family tortured ]qm o
dﬁnh a)ver some domestic issue,” he
allege

£
=3

the deceased was shift-
=d to Teg‘snl Headquarters (THO)

tRiela! for post-mortem, The family
Tt foom b

olemd and demanded
inspector gen-
AT IR

gmund has 4 profound impact on
penmnxl identities, which can
sometimes be divisive and under-
mine unity within the larger iden-
fity. The survey employed a new
approach to = measure e1hms:
exogamy and homogamy by ask-
respondents three queslums
rr;h!atad to the ethnic backgrounds
arents and the language

§] okel: in their everyday lives.
results revealed that only a
small rogor ion (1.5%) of mar-
riages in Pakistan are ethnically

the same language as their par-

ents. However, children of exoga-
mous parents exhibited a mixed
pattern, with some languages
nfluenced more by the mother's
anguage and o(hsrs by the father's
anguage. These findings shed
ight on the role of inter-ethnic
mamagcs;nd lmguagc dynamﬁ

fabric. Ac:ordm loa press release
mued from lhe kistan Institute

Development  Economics
(PIDE) Pro ce-C!lanneIlDri'NP

Modi-Biden declaration
failure of Pakistan's foreign
policy: Sheikh Rasheed

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim

e chief and former interior
mimster Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed
said on Sunday (hﬂ declaration
1ssued after Modi and Joe Biden's
meeting wu a failure of Pakistan's
foreign polic; i

In’a series of tweets on social
media website Twitter, Sheskh
Rashid said two Pakistani_ civil-
ians were martyred by Indian
forces on the border (Line
CommT)mtllcvﬂ'ynexld v after

Modi-Joe Biden meeting. Pakistan
should respmd to Indian aggres-
sion in a befitting manner.

r soldiers are embracing
martyrdom daily combating ter-
rorism and the Srlncha declara-
tion have held Pakistas nsi-
ble for ferrorism,” he The:
former I‘edcra! minister sud that
handeuffed women and violation
of four walls e were
making mockery of Sharifs’
democracy He said rulers were
leading a luxurious life and mak-

ing foreign tours and the poor peo-
gleg weregbemg burdenecﬁvc‘l(ﬁ
5 more taxes. Tax levy on ps

was being enhanced by Rs 10. Mr
Rashid said inflation, anemplw
ment, load-shedding, shortage o
s‘?.)mmodmts was the destiny of
1l

=

e whole world knows that
ruling alliance is a corruj
unp?ular anza oup (power

people

on
rough ckdmr These unpn?:-
lur rulers are brought only

delivering speeches and making
gham sessions and they pla%
avoc with the eeunnm:c internal

and fom%

Mr Rasheed md the rulers were
not in a position to go for elec-
tions. Neither people nor the
world had ialth in them. He said
they were walkin, E]wﬂhthe help of
cruiches, not with the support of
the people. The assets of the
m!ers. their wealth and their chﬂ—
dren were out of the country. INP

Joint Archaeological
Research meeting on

Basha ancient rock
carvings held

ISLAMABAD: “Chinese civi-
lization has been enriched by
mteractions with other eiviliza-
tions such interaction with
Islamic cmilzmon Buddhusm

enator
Mnshahld Hussam Sayed said at
the joint Archaeological research
meeting on_Basha ancient rock
carvings which was held here.

Pa!umn-(‘him [n:mme {PCTy
hai org meeting with

the paml:lpaunﬂ of Chinese and
Pakistani archeologists.

According to Gwadar Pro, Prof.
Li Xiguang, Eminent Chinese
Scholm:iplesldeé over the meeting
which discussed ways to ect
and preserve important rock carv-
ings_and inscriptions at Basha
ran(gmg from the 7th m:!lenmum

the 16th century A.D. v
3-D  scanning, ducumzmat:on

replu:amm and reloca
Accord to Sayed ths i’rs(
connectivity
region was the Route, 2000
yurs ago which was the real
xample of glol allzaunn wun
C}mu Ieadmﬁ the way.
mmehns

ry h the &1
mw been revwed by the Belt and
Road Ini e, which is the most

opmental
tmmfy Mr Saved said

ed said that through the
eﬂ“ms Prof. Li Xiguang's team
and PCI, they were enduning to
recapture the historical heritage
that unites China with Pakistan
and the broader region.Professor
Ghani Ur Rehman of Quaid e
Azam University Islamabad dis-
cussed the feasible sugoestions for
the pi st.INP

cybef attackers managed
to breach its security and
force the banking system
10 tesort 1o a manual sys-
tcm despite the preva-
lence of digital technolo-

Even after seven days
since the cyberattack
occurred last week, NIFT
is still in the process of
fullv reslonn us normal
ues are
bemg cleurad manunII%
nationwide, and digital

{mdmt services remain

Last Friday (June 16),
the attack forced the
national institution to shut
down both its data centres.
in Islamabad and Karachi.

The private banks said
their cheque-clearance
egemmm is hadly ail'etgt

manual cleamm aggdue
to staff shortage, it is tak-
ing more time for clear-
ance of cheques, which

were earlier being cleared
in s ME NIFT.
The State Bank of
Paknslm (SBP)  has
m cxp anation
fromtlle
rmm!
banksluﬂdrj
around Rs23 t

accounts. NIFT

processes
nearly 150,000 i 160,000
cheques ihwugims online
system every

Anti-measles
drive
concluded in
Rawalpindi
district
RAWALPINDI: Anti-
Measles drive cnm:lucded

in Rawalpindi di and
62,363 chl]drel:
nths to 59

around

from six montl

months of age had been

immunized against

Measles during a week-

Whon dnve |n | district's
1

Ac‘.cordm to media
TepOrts, inh Measles
drive of Health Aulhom%
official that the special
anti-measles drive was
launched in the 42 Union
Councils (UCs) of the dis-
wict from June 19-24,

He said 52 UC supervi-
sors, 354 skilled workers.
354 Assistants and_ 354
social mobilizers visited

UETTA;Activists of Balocl

emands in front of press club.

hold a pmteﬂ n favor of their

Finance
Ishag Dar said on Sunday morning that
pensions have been a problem for ages
have been :olved years ago.
Speaking on the floor of the National
Assembly, he said it’s a common princi-
pie that one is enml to one pension,
s the highest v hoon
people have been the amm:
chict " chet ot aie

execulive, presi are

receiving pension from all institutions

This is & uge buﬂien on this poor coun-
try,” he maintained.

He reiterated that it was unfair that a

/& are tryi !orel‘nrmlt and
are also mlroduwng comnbuwry pen-

orms were necessary, and
wzhupz th:swﬂ] mnhnue the minister
concluded.

The Finance Bill 2023-24 is likely to
be passed in Sunday’s session of the
House. Afier the apprwal of the bill, the
i:_uvplemenuuy grants will also be put up

On Saturday, the National Assembly

pfrwed the demands and rejected the
mations. INP

QUETTA:A roadside vendor covers hi handeart with plastic sheet during
heavy rainfail after a long spell of hot weather in the city.

New taxes to put additional
burden on already suffering
masses: SVP PEW

ISLAMABAD: Senior Vice President
of Pakistan Economy Watch (PEW) Dr,
Mughal has said that the recently
tax measures will bring
untold pressure on the poor masses fac-
ing unprecedented mﬂnuon and unem-
ployment since last rears.
In a statement luued ere on Sunday,
he said that the government has ma e
s to next fscal year's

increased to Rs5.39 trillion from Rs5.28
tnllmn he maintain

e SVP PES said that the govemn-

menl w1|| collect Rs70 billion l'rom fer-

tilizer duty, Rs45 billion from hike in tax

gn huy:?g. selling properly. and Rs30

illion from increa: on people

eaming above Rs200, 000 r month
The government has clai med to cut

5 endmg [ RsSS billion, ~raise

from

including fiscal
measures in a last-ditch effort fo secure

critical I'utldmg. but it will also hit the
masses.

Dr Hann!’Mughnﬂ said that the gov-

ms to generate another
Ilsll 5 hllhon m nxei and cut ipendmg
by Rs85 billion without reducing the
federal development budget or the
salaries and sions overnment
Ioﬂyees which will be difficult

'F MF orders will revise the rev-
t to Rs9.415 tril-
ng at Rs14.48 tril-
of provinces would be

enue cullectlnn ta
lion; put total spen:
hon and the

etroleus evy
RsSD to Rsﬁl} per litre and mm)dube a
schcme worth Rs80bn to boost remit-

The a\loca!lon fm the Benazir Income

Support Proy was also revis
from Rsd50 ]Imn w Rs466 billion.

Hanif Mughal said that the govern-
ment has claimed that these measures
would not affect the poor, which is high-
ly unlikely.

It is expected that the government
may announce further tax amendments
m l!we finance bill any time soon, he

Pak-China collaboratlon
enhanced to promote Pakistani
pharmaceutical development

BENING: Pak-China collaboration
has enhanced mcem!rd to promote

aver a period of time. Wuh 30 years of

ence in cooperation with (‘h&na.

iv-

Chma s

phnnmcwnca! indus ,” said Wahead
Ahmed, Chief Execuiive of Shaigai

Pharmaneu::mls Pvt Ltd at the CP]
MECG Chij na held last week, according

As Asla.'. leading pharmaceutical
show for lndm%quwled e sharing

and networking, EC China
spans all industry sectors al |hexz|)
maceutical supply chain incl Ts,
excipients, mished dosage, nam!a]

exar.(s biophama &CDMOs, animal
eed!)medncll supp!les, elc.

ggcsmce I‘NS noled thm CPHI (Einna
oming more and more informative
duc 1o the major R&D work being car-

ried out in China.

China, Pakistan’s largest trading part-
ner and the largest producer of APL
artaches |mponance [D lﬂVeS[lﬂg in
chemical labs and training scientists.
Chma s key technologies aré developing

idly, and the quainy of pharmaceuti-
cal and mechanical products is reliable,
he explained

“This time I am eﬂﬂonng future tech-
nologies and newly developed products,

ecially in biosimilers and new d
efwery systems,” Waheed mentiol
“meeting my over 15 collaborative pari-

ners who are all old friends at the expo

and witnessing their growth is always a

Eieusure and “gpporiunity to tap new
usiness range

At the ex‘)(o. Jack, head of a pharma-
ceutical aging machinery manufac-
turing enmnse integrating R & D, pro-
duction sales service told Gwadar
Pro that Pakistan has a huge pharmaceu-
tical market of 250 million people, mak-
ing it one of the most pmm ising pharma-
ceutical consumer markets
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FIA arrests more
human traffickers

KARACHL The Anti-
Human Trafficking Circle
of the ‘ederal
Investigation  Agency
(FIA) has arrested two
suspects in _crackdown

inst the human traf-
ickers in Karachi. Police
confirmed on Sunday

According to the FIA
officials, an accused
Ghulam  Abbas  was
arrested from a local
hotel near Cantt Karachi
Station d,ur&_nﬁ an opera-
tion of anti-human traf-
ficking circle.

. The accused was
involved in minting
money from the innocent
people in the name
sending them abroad.

In another operation,
an accused named Tahir
Mehmood_has also been
arrested from Agra Taj
Colony. The accused was
pointed out by those peo-
FTA who got deported
rom foreign countries.

stated that the

accused had given fake
visas to the deported pas-
sengers while raids are
being conducted 10 arrest
his other accomplices.

It merits mention here
that FIA has intensified
its operation against the
human traffickers across
the country after the
migrants’ boat tragedy in

ce According to the
FIA officials, an accused

Ghulam  Abbas  was
arrested from a local
hotel near Cantt Karachi
Station_durin
tion_of anti-human
ficking circle.

The accused
involved in  minting
money from the innocent
people in the name of
sending them abroad.

In another operation,

accused named Tahir
Mehmood has also been
arrested from Agra Taj
Colony. The accused was
pointed out by those peo-
le who got deported
foreigm countries

The FIA stated that the
accused had given fake
visas INP

ra-
traf-

wWas

Pakistan's export of
broken rice to China has
increased substantially:
CG Shanghai

SHANGHALA B2B
webinar on the promotion
of Pakistani rice to China
was jointly held here by
the Consulate General of
Pakistan in Shanghai, and
the Il’nkisl.m Trnhdc _and
Development Authority
Nawab_Ali Rahoojo,
Dcpul{ Consul of the
Consul ~ General of
Pakistan in Shanghai
addressed the session” He
bighiighicd the”potentis
of akistani rice in
Chinese market, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pra. |
According to Chinese
customs data, Pakistan's
cxﬂgoﬂs of nice to China in
2021 and 2022 amounted
to US$399 million and
88455 million, respec-
tivel
Pakistan's export of
broken rice to China has
increased  substantially,
reachi million
in 2019 and reachin;
US$243 million in 2022,
aligning with the overall
increase in the use of bro-
ken rice in China
China's high-end rice
consumption market is
expected to reach Rmb60
billion, which is close to

not only used for direct
consumption but also_for
industrial  production,
as making rice wine
or rice nopdles, and other
value-added  products,
roviding opportunities
for Pakistani enterprises.
The Consul General is
confident_that Pakistani
milled rice, especially
Basmati, renowned in
world for its unique
aroma and nutritional
content, has huge poten-
tial to enter Shanghai and
other Chinese mefropalis-

es.
The Consul General
also welcomed Chinese
companies to visit the
upcoming st
International Food and
Agriculture  Expo  in
Karachi in August to
eprncn_ce more
Pakistani-friendly prod-
ucts on-site and interact
A local and interna-
tional buyers. R
Twelve Pakistani ven-
dors eligible to export
rice to China presented
themselves 1o
Chinese importers. They
highlighted the popularity

of Pakistani rice in the
Chinese market by shar-

existing business and
explore new opportuni-

fies.

Pakistani rice
exporters, who faced
challenges last year due
to floods and uncertain
natural  disasters, are
expected 1o significantly
increase their exports this

vear.

In addition to tradition-
al wholesale imports,
Chinese companies have
shown interest in the low-
fat and high-fiber proper-
ties of Basmati rice, hop-
ing 1o showcase Basmati
at_international health
forums and expand the

ISLAMABAD Former
President of  Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) Dr. Shahid
Rasheed Butt said on Sunday
that the IMF, World Bank and
other such institutions are pro-
moting poverty and inequality
in the world

In a statement issued here on
Sunday, he said that their aim
was 1o increase the wealth and
influence of Western countries
b¥ robbing the poor countries
of their resources, he added.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said
that because of the tactics of
these institutions, five percent
of the world's population has
occupied eighty percent of the
Tesources.

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
Pakistan Industrial and Traders

Chinese market in the | Associations Front (PIAF)
high-end health segment | Fahimur Rehman Saigol, along
:hrougbh retail ~ sales. | with PIAF EC “members
Nawab Ali  Rahoojo, | Mudassar _ Mascod, alik
Deputy Consul of the | Khalid, Chaudhary Wajid,
Consul ~ General  of | Zeeshan Sohail, Sheikh Sil)j]wd.
Pakistan in Shanghai | Azhar Khan, Secretary PIAF
addressed the session. He | Abdul Saboor and other market

the potential | 1 i visited several
of Pakistani rice city’s several markets and major
Chinese market, accord- | commercial hubs, includin;
ing to Gwadar Pro, Baden Road, Cooper Road an,

According 1o Chinese
customs dafa, Pakistan's
&ﬁ%ﬂﬂs of rice to China in
2021 and 2022 amounted
to US§399 million and
US$455 million, respec-

adjacent markets and met offi-
cials of oreanizations there.
During this visit, Fahimur
Rahman also inaugurated L;%hl
Makers, a shop owned by
Nadim Saeed and Mian Shehbaz

The majority of the richest
Wuplc in the world belong to a
lestern power, and the IMF is
adopting every legal and illegal
tactic to increase their wealth,
served

The business leader said that
at present more than seven
countries, including Pakistan,
are unable to pay their debts,

Self-interested elites who
can sell the country’s assets but
cannot reduce spending control
most of these countries.

Shahid Rashid Butt said that
dozens of countries have been
ruined by the IMF's policies
and have been for to aban-
don national integrity and
interests.

The ability of such countries

. During the door-to-door meet-
ing with businessmen, Chairman
PIAF said that the manifesto of
PIAF is fo solve the problems of
the business community on a
priority basis. The business
comminity is facing problems
like unannounced load shed-
ing. parking, overbilling,
departmental proceedings an
expensive electricity and gas in
the markets

The government should solve
the above problems on a priority
basis in_consultation with the
traders. PiaPs mission is (o cre-
ate a stable economy and pros-
perous business commun}?

Fahimur Rahman said that
business community was facing

MUZAFFERABAD:President of Azad Kashmir Sultan Mehmoad Chaudhry
taking eath from newly elected Ministers, in the Capital of AJK.

Business leader alleges
IMF of promoting
poverty, inequality in world

to compete in the international
markei lost, the economy
alls, inflation increases and
eople’s lives become more dif-
icult.

In these situations, rich
transfer their resources while
intelligent people leave their
countries and go to Western
countries to increase speed of
their development, which is a
serious brain drain issue.

has never stopped any
country from corruption and
spending spree, but has always
wictimized the common people.

This institution has never
brought any country out of cri-
sis, but has worsened their situ-
ation, so the sooner the Dguntr{l
gets rid of it, the better it is IN

Govt needs to resolve issues of traders
via mutual consultations: PIAF

ment for formulation of region-
al, provincial and central Teve
task force, and formulation of
sector wise regional policies
which would help the govern-
ment address the problems con-
fronted by ex
He asked the govemment to
appreciate the role of trade,
industry and exporters, vid-
ing mass emplayment to the job-
less population of the country,
hie Chairman PIAF suggest-
ed that One Window Operation
should be introduced for the
replacing the lengthy procedures
that invalve imeraction of manu-
facturers with various agencies,
The government agencies were
harassing the trade and industry

Bus passengers
robbed of
valuables in
Tangwani

TANGWANI;] Di:lcmu held the

ngers in a bus host: at

mﬁd made off wima%realugnles

on Indus Highway in Tangwani,
ce said on Sundug.

The dacoits fired shots at the bus
to stop it which also left it win-
éo_ﬂ:»upes_bmkm and tyres burst.

e incident took place at Magsi
Sg& in the jurisdiction of Dera
Sarki police station

The passenger coach was going
from Quetta to Sadigabad, a city in
Punjab. INP

Ex-PTI MNA from

Khushab quits
party, politics

KHUSHAB: Malik Ehsan Ullah
Tiwana, former PTI member
National Assembly 1MNA) from
Khushab, has not only announced
quitfing his party but also politics
on Sunda;

1y. J N

In a statement, Tiwana has said
that due to bad health he is findin,
it hard even to meet the le
his mnsﬂmencr “1 condemn the
incidents of viclence of May 9." he
has said, adding, “I want to inform
all mg family members and friends
that due to present political situa-
tion of the country and bad health,
1 am dissociating myself from pol-
itics.

He has further said it is of no use
staying in the PTI when he is not
able to do anything for the party.

_“Pakistan “Army is our pride
since it defends our country,” he
has said, adding, * Anti-army rhet-
oric that was inculcated in people
Jwen: b”m[md to result in May 9 vio-
ence. "I

Eight Killed, several
injured in Nawabshah
bus collision

NAWABSHAH: At least eight
persons were killed and over sixty
others were injured in a road acci-
dent in Sindh’s
Shaheed Benaziraha
‘hours of Sunday night.

According to ice, the inci-
dent occurred near Balochpur Stop
in Nawabsl when two passen-
ger buses collided, leaving eight

rovince  of
in the wee

Persons dead on ¢ 2
&0 m;um;lmclmmgbc ildren,

The injured have been shifted to
the People’s Medical University
Hospital.Police stated that one bus
was_travelling from Karachi to
Punjab whereas. the other was on
way to Karachi from Munjab
Reportedly, the accident happened
due 10 over-speeding, Earlier Last

US89 billion by 2023
The Consul General,

Mr. Hussain ider,

noted that Chinese rice is

ing their rich_experience
af working with Chinese
companies to grow their

tively. Pakistan's export
of broken rice to China
has increased INP

on Biden Road and praved for
the development of their busi-
ness

!c:::gh challenges because of lim-
ited business. In this context, he
sought attention of the govern-

CM Nagqyvi for
formulating
comprehensive

policy for meat export

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Syed Mohsin
Naqvi_on Sunday directed the concerned officials to
formulate a comprehensive policy for meat export.

hairing a meeting in chief minister also
sought a plan for making improvements in dairy and
livestock sectors. R

The meeting also decided to take steps on a war foot-
mg for the promotion of beef, mutton and poultry
industries in the province .

The meeting was briefed that billions of dollars
could be eamed in foreign exchange through the expart
of beef, mutton and poultry It was decided to approach
the federal government in order to remove impedi-
ments in the way of export of these items The meeting
decided 1o declare Bahawalpur a ‘meat division®, while
proposals to declare Dera Ghazi Khan a ‘mutton divi-
sion” were also discussed. It was told that there was a
need to adopt latest methods of farm mxna#vmml and
vaccination.It was informed that Punjab had the poten-
tial to export livestock and dairy products worth bil-
s of nipees to Saudi Arabia China INP

Saghar terms
Indo-US joint

every day and Social Security, | week, at least 13 pwnle.inc!udin%
EOBI and other taxes should be | five women, were killed and 3
merged and deducted INP others injured when I}

RAWALPIND
gans during protest in the favor of their demands at Sadr area in City,

India distances itself
from Pakistan-sponsored
UNGA'’s anti-terror
resolution

KARACHI:People are boarding into bus at Sohrab Goth area to reach
their native villages for celebrating Eid-ul-Adha with their beloved one.

Seminar on Export
Facilitation Scheme
jointly held by PHMA
& Customs

LAHORE: A seminar
of ew Export
Facilitation Scheme was
gF?mtIy organized by the

'akistan Hosiery
Manufacturers and
Exporters  Association
{PHMA), in collaboration
witl the akistan
Customs, to facilitate the
exporters to  enhance
value-added  textile
exports, contributing in
the economic uplift of the

uniry.
The’ Pakistan Hosiery
Manufacturers
Exﬁ_&,\]ﬂ[l&rsl Association
(PHMA), in collaboration
with “the  Pakistan
Customs, organized a
seminar _on new Export
Facilitation Scheme to
facilitate the exporters to
enhance value-added tex-

tile exports, contributi
in the economic uplift of

e country.

The EFS awareness
seminar_held at A
zonal office 0re Was
participated by a number
of knitwear  exporters.
Customs Collector
Nayyar Shafique along
wifh his team members
briefed the  exporters
about the salient features
and registration ‘:mcu £
of Export Facilitation
Scheme 2023,

‘Chairman PHMA north
zone Naseer Butt wel-
comed the Customs offi-
cials this orientation sem-
inar to enlighten the
exporters about the main
features of EFS

The Customs Collector
Sambarial Nayyar

Shnﬁ%ue\ i

by uty Collector
Sidra_Munawar, assured
the members of

removing the glitches in
o e gitie,

ai
Scheme to make it busi-
ness friendly with a view
1o imprave the inflows of |
foreign exchange in the
country. Smbanal appre-
ciated that PHMA, savin
the FBR believed m facil-
itating the exporters to
contribute in the econom-
ic prosperity of the coun-
try, as the government
and the PHMA were
waorking closer like hands
in gloves to facilitate the
mxﬁny:m and exporters.
e gave a detailed
presentation the
schem:

on

termed it as misleadin
Mehs

Jloml tement

statement as misleading

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurrivat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-AJK) chapter
Convener, Mehmood Ahmed Saghar,
senious concern over the Indo-US joint statement and

r, has expressed

il A e Sugho s stetesen desoei b
Islamabad said that it was quite unfortunate that the
nf el d not mention the Kashmir dispute,
ndian terrorism, human ri

ts violations and arbitrary

UNITED NATIONS:
India  has  angrily
denounced and disassoci-
ated itself from a United
Nations. General
Assembly resolution call-
ing for “unity to tackle
REW emerging 1erforist
threats, after failing in its
bid to incorporate (nto the
text some  self-cents

proposals [:ilesigned o

ashmir

Nations

rrests i of Kashmiris in di
ent jails of India and Indian illegally occupied Jammu

er-

He said that it was most regrettable that the country
{US), which has beel;:: cOSpoNsar ol'l}%hisit.orin Um‘tcgl
duti facbngtolcdsied zprpicpus

Delhi’s
anti-terror acti

The Indian action came
on Friday evening as the
193-mernber Assembly

Kashmir issue, tumed

India's relentless and brut;

rig|

to self-determination and granted legitimacy to
5 ned a blind towards the abysmal sit-
uation in the territory that continues to reel under

repression

Saghar, while referring to the US stance on Kashmir

dlsr‘me, said being a strong p{n%onent of the Kashmiris'
t to self-determination, it

a5 always sought and

the
acmm;\i;hmems INP

pported a peaceful sef
through dialogue and diplomacy NP

of the Kashmir dispute

luded its &th biannu-
al review process of the
UN Global Counter-
Terrorism trategy
(GCTS), with the adop-
tion of the resalution that
involved months of nego-
fiations in which Pakistan
ve role.

pia_Fed an activ
he review process

BRI tones up new
globalization in its 10

ISLAMABAD: _ The
Belt and Road Initiative
g{lﬁ{;s marking its first
ade with flying colors
by toning up a new pat-
térn of global connectivi-
ty and economie develop-
ment.
Launched in 2013, BRI
has evolved into a com-
prehensive  framework
encompassing infrastruc-
ture development, trade
facilitation, L hancial
cngﬁeranumm cultural
€exchanges across Asia
Europe, Tica,  an
beyond

. As we reflect on its
journey so far, it becomes
evident that th_cama

th regional and intemna-

tional _indispensability,
with the potential io
anchor economic mira-
cles, adapt to challenges,
and contribute to sustain-
able development,
ling to a Gwadar
Pro's report, so far, China
has inked more than 200
BRI cooperation agree-
ments with 151 countries
and 32 international
organizalions.
. As economic global-
ization is reeling with
unseen upheavals and
al economic recov-
err\é is in deer walter,
BRI's  global  aura
becomes a silver lining
showing a more impor-
tant rofe in boosting the

economic growth of rele-
vant  countries  and

Wiy
Rl plays a crucial
role in advancing world
5 l‘iiy fostering
economic development
promoting trade, an
enhancing cultural under-
standing. Through |
sive investments in infra-
structure projects, includ-
ing roads, railways, ports,
energy facilities, B_Ri
creaies new opporiunities
for economic growth and
job creation.
By ;m‘!:mvmg connec-
an;

tivit redumnghlcgig—
tical bottlenecks, the ini-
tiative facilitates the

movement of goods and

pattern of
years journey

services, enablm_ﬁ busi-
nesses 10 expan their
reach and access new
markets.

A research wpcn
released by the World
Bank in 2019 showed
that transportation infra-
structure projects under
BRI, if fully implemeni-
ed. would penerate $1.6
trillion in benefits annu-
atl{ in global revenue by
2030 — accounting for
13 percent of global
GDP. BRI was proposed
by China, yet it generates
opportunities and bene-
fits for the entire world,

For  example,
China-Europe  railway
connects Chinese cifies to

Poland, Germany, and
other European countries,
and 16,
operated in both direc
tions last year.

In the science and edu-
cation sector, the Chinese

cademy of Sciences has
established 10 overseas
science and education
centers, launched moare
than 100 research collab-
oration projects with BRI
countries, ~ and  trained
nearly 5000 high-Tevel
SCIENTISts,

ine of the remarkable

characteristics of BRI is
its udqptgbmly 0] cvnd,\':
in,

wis y the
ambassadors of Canada
and Tumsia i

India was pushing for
the inclusion into the res-
olution of the so-called
‘Delhi Declaration”
adopted by the 15-mem-
ber Security Council
Counter-Terrorism

Committee’s ~ special
meetings held in India in
(8] 2022 as well as

the outcome of the con-
ference on “No Money
for Terror” — documents

roposals  were  not
included in the finel reso-
lution, a move that
enraged India.

Mhe Delhi Declaration
focused on three main
areas: unmanned aerial
systems, ferrorist financ-
ing, and information and

and i
commitment to resilience
and INP

tech-

nologies

. After the setback, an
irate Indian Ambassador,
Ruchira Kamboj, took the
floor to vent her feelings,
targeting the co-facilita-
tors as well as Pakistan
— without naming it,

“Tt was deeply disay
W““’.‘F to note”that the
co-facilitators of the ..
Strategy no only disre.

the strong support
ist offered by my
delegation to their efforts
since inning, but
also that they acted in a
non-transparent,  non-
consultative, and partial
manner, making an
exception o accommo-
date the concern of one
delegation while com-
pleting ignoring the con-
tribution and concerns of
my delegation.” she said

"The = Co-Facilitators
have chosen a path to Egl
m{ delegation in a diffi-
cult situation forcing us
to accept an outcome
which the wider member-
Sh:i? does not deserve, the
Indian
addi

us Wi ]
disassociate  with

document altogether,”
A veteran European
diplomat expressed his

PRA NO4401/23-06-2023

Published by Asim khan ai C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando Khail Plaze Mission Roed

Quetta.

CANCELLATION OF TENDERS

Balochistan Forest and Wildlife Dapartment Districi Sibi
advertisement opening date of lender with regard Production of
Plants from Bedded Mursery scheme Ten Bilion Tree Tsunami
Programme (Forestry component] 2022-23 at Sibv published in|
local news paper with reference to PRO No. 4319/08-6-2023 is|
hereby cancelled due Lo non-availability of TETTP 2022-23 funds.

impose its will on mem-
er states,
“It showed the prioriti-
zation of their narrow
olitical agenda over the
roader global effort to
combat terrorism,” the
diplomat said in an inter-
view with IN corre-
spondent.On its  part,
Pakistan took the position
that documents, including
the Delhi Declaration,
which were not negotiat-
ed by a wider member-
ship, should not ea
part of the General
Assembly  resolution,

which is adopted by con-
INP

Sensus.
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