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India needs to become aram

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf

CPEC’s beneficiary instead

of creating

hurdl

on July 12

PM Shehbaz hopes IMF
agreement will be approved

Quetta: Ban imposed on all
leave of police official

n Wednesday said he was hope-
Rl that the $3 billion sine-month
bailout from the International TURBAT: Chnef ul
Monetary Fund (IMF) would be National Pan%*ﬁ
approved by the lender’s board Abdul Malxk aloch smd

when it meéts on July 12.
“Because of Ishaq Dar and his
team’s efforts, on July 12, God
willing in the board meefing, 1
am hopeful that it will be

his party _has always
defended Baloch coast
and resources through
political and democratic
ways.

approved,” the prime minister e expressed these
said at a ceremony commemorat- views _while addressing
ing 10 years since the China- the = Tajaban Ml:rary

Pakistan Economic Corridor Festival. He said that

[(PF(,) began,

PM Shehbaz
hopes IMF
board will
approve $3
billion bailout

The executive board of the

whenever the National
Party gets power, we will
improve the barder trade
system here along with
the education and health
sectars. ’

He said that the time
has come for the people
of  Balochistan to
strengthen the National
Party and the youth to

the National Party so
we can effectively defeud

become the btmn_glh cf

National Party Central
Secretary General and
former Jan

Muhammad Buledi smd
that the youths should
have realized their
national responsibilities
in_this difficult time. He

National Party
defends Baloch coast

and resources:
Dr. Malik Baloch

From Our Correspondent

only 1n this area but
L]’\mubhoul Balochistan
goes 1o Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch when he was the
Minister of Education.
He finally said that
the peaple of

IMF will meet on July 12 to the Baloch coastal  gid that those who want Balochistan should get
pussis il N R i3 brng shout sonal  pobicn resdom s
Pakistan, the staff-level pact r‘nr arrangement (SBA? to ease the of payments crists and declimng  Director, Kristalina Georgieva, Mal‘yam Zla Ehﬂlnl‘“g n‘;"": fh&'"ﬁer'" representatives accord-
which was tinalised last week country’s _financial cﬂs-s The foreign exchange reserves. Do °~"d h”s el L R B e
Pakistan was absent from an  nine-month SBA, . tan's_opportunity to Baloch burd mc W sory, Yatiitereade: ke
carlier schedule released in June, g S3on. ur Tipe o IMF executive movetowardpr s Credit goes to  politics of Balochisian
igniting speculation that the IMF Pakistan' sIMF _ The prime minister reiterated | SETVING 1IN AN g Pould ston. Mr Buled:
was not going to release funds The board’s 5approvals are gen- baord w‘ll meet that unlpl.e the previous govern- i . > Dr. Malik & 4 dp 0 thi
from an earlier Emgrammcthdi erally !,lamed once a staff-level ment and their * delavq concern- ]]‘lte]‘]‘[at]onal 5 AIARCE 5 (" KOdlb
expired on June 3 agreement The J [ 12 t 5 e Baloch for ot_,c.asloﬂ ator Koda
"The agreement —o2= smgg'g;,emr was on Juty o ME, s 3 pine- | organization: tablishi Lkggr'jm?;*h - Regional
e, ec n from the month-long program and the
. 5 IM i: was given $3bn approve Iﬂan government planned to complete Dr. Baloch esta ]S- mg Wa al: Abul  Hasan
will go ﬂzr{)ugh Pakistan had earlier cleared eight ~ —— it within the stipulated timeline e educational Balach Central
e "’ of the 11 listed programme Meanwhile, Pakistan has sub- The premier said it was e said that our daugh- . . . ‘iecre:ary Finance Haji
God wdhng, . with the ninth review mitted a letier of intent to the “unheard” of In Pakistan’s eco- [ ter Maryam Zia belongs ~ IMSEItUtiONS:  Fida Hussain Dashti,

premier says

On June 29, the IMF and
Pakistan reached a stand-by

needed

pending since November lasi

year.
The SBA, subject to the IMF
board approval,

grappling with a severe balance

offers much-
relief 10 a oownry still

IMF, assuring the lender that no
new tax amnesty will be intro-
duced in the next nine months.
While addressing the ceremo-
11y, the premier stated that he was
“grateful” to the IMF Managing

the region
well Wi

nomic history over the years,
adding that the development saw
the landscape transform into one
of the most rroduc:iv: ot just in

but in the world as
‘eb Deesk

to the same area and she
is serving in international
institutions in a good way
and if If the youths here
pay attention to_educa-
tion, they can go further.

Jan Buledi

Member of the Central
(‘mmmuee Manznnr

He said that the credit
for establishing educa-
tional institutions not

Jachki, © d Jan
Dashti, Member of the
Working  Committee
Waja Mulla Barkat.

Muharram ul Haram

Quetta:
leave

Stff Reporter Balochistan e
QUETTA A ban governmnt uUzZDp :Governor
imposed on the leave of all police evolves a Baloclnmn Mallk Abdul Wali
s, e capil of Bhlochsan security plan | S S
rovince. The De ul&' lnspecmr JL Local ?;dérs:ng% the Balochistan
eneral (D[ ag Pu]meim The Balochistan government has || National Party (BNP) received the
e ider banilog evolved a strong security plan to, | Governor upcn his arrival.
'“ﬂd“ make sure the eve of |  Ahmed the BNP lawmak-

A nun('canun was also issued by
lhe ohce de; nt in_this
g nonﬁcauun, it has
baensmd lhatmere will be & ban on
the Ilohdays of police personnel
gfsled in Quetta city,
en imposed in view
ofMuhnrmm ul Haram
Instructions hﬂve been issued to

days.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan
CJP) Umar Ata Bandial said on
Wednesday that the boat tragedy on Greek

shores — which resulted in the deaths of
nearly 300 Pakistanis was a matter of
human rights.

He passed these remarks as a two-mem-
ber bench, comprising the CIP and Justice
Sayyed Mazahar Ali Akbar Nagyi, took up
pefitions. pertaining to the trafficking of
minors

At least 600 migrants, out of possibly
750 on the fishing boat that set off from

Libya towards }-um?ean shores, perished
when their vessel capsized in the
Mediterranean Sea last month

The passengers largely comprised
Palastams, Afghans, = Egyptians,
Palestinians and Synans migrating n the

overloaded boat. It was a recurring tragedy
— with no end in sight as economic, polit-
ical and climate crises compelled increas-
m'ﬂy large numbers of people to flee their

dy of such immense propor-

tions wae% lieved to have taken place in

all congerned officers to ban holi-

The notification states that

Muharram will start from July 191
the moon was visible

CJP Bandial terms Greece boat tragedy a

the presence of maritime amhormes Tt was
alsa believed that Pakistani nationals were
forced 1w stay below the deck by the crew,
which maltréated them during the journey.

Ban imposed on all
of pollce ofﬁclals

Haram.  Besides

U
kn?dso seclarian Wermon st incidents
in the past. Terrorist acts have
claimed scores. preﬂou uman
lives in this provincial capis

ing today
cent nmi’

India needs to become
CPEC’s beneficiary instead of
creating hurdles: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehaba Sharif on
Wednesday on 10-year celebrations
of China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) mega project
asked the neighboring country
India_to become beneficiary of
CPEC instead of creating obstacles

in its way.

5 Kee'pm%‘\en vww the widespread
scope of roject, Iran,
Al‘ghamslan M| le Sast and the
whele_region wuu\d also benefit
from CPES

Premier Shehba smm said that
CPEC is a beautiful plan to connect
not only regions and areas but also
people’ s Imans

e prime minister also vowed

to expedite the development

progress by twofold He said it was
not only the project of improve-
ments i road, rail

| 5ea ports and air

mules but also a great
education, Sl e\,elop
mem md participation in the devel-
opment progess
Terming it a Igame cha
ect for the whol phme
minister said CPI would help
]mpm‘ﬂ rhc hfc standards of the

eﬁl Shanf con gratulated the
leadership and people of Pakisian
and China on Ig years completion

of the me(i! project of China
‘!?ukus:an Economic  Corridor

The prime minister said CPEC
was a new chapter of the evergreen
and trusted strategic cooperative
partnership between the iron broth-
ers China and Pakistan Web Desk

Governor Balochistan
Malik Wali Kakar reaches

Wadh Khuzdar

er in the Balochistan Assembly and
other leaders received the Governor.

The Governor called on BNP Chief.
Sardar  Akhtar Mengal. The

e

iscussed the prevail
political situation in Balochistan
country with the party
«chief Strict security measures were
adopted by the administration on the

Reiernng 1o the tragedy dunng the hear-
Justice Bandial noted that inno-
poor people were tricked inta
going abroad on the pretext of better jobs.

ailing

of of the

visit

“Citizens are duped by human traffickers
and pay millions of rupees,” the top judge
said, pointing out that even children and
women were becoming victims of human
smugglin

es the government have statistics on
the number of children being smuggled,”
the CIP asked

To the query, the director general of the

uman rights IT\IHI::IFY said,
"tinlorlunalely. accurate data is not avail-

Here, Justice Bandial highlighted that
there was “ambiguity” in the laws against
human smuggling in 2018, addmg that the

rimary concern was the unavailability of a
*specialist force™ for the implementation of

“The,responsibility of stoppin human
Sﬂ’luggllng was also under the police,” he
“The Supreme Court had alsa asked
Ihm provincial governments to play their
role against human trafficking.”
At one point during the I\mmm the CJP
also m:lecd the Tayyaba torture case. The
«case of Tayyaba, a minor domestic worker

Governor
Bolochlmn The Governor also met

‘human rights issue’

iy \
tribal notables of the area and heard
their issues.

employed in former additional district and
sessions judge Raja Khurram Ali Khan and
his wife Maheen Zafar’s household, first
came to light after photos of the tortured
child began circulating on social media i
2016.5She was rescued from their residence
with visible injuries on December 28,
2016, and a first information report was
fled agatnst her employers the following

Mlhoubh Raja Khurram had reached a
compromise_with Tayyaba's parents on
January 2, 2017, the took suo motu
notice of the matter two days later with the
strict warning that “no “agreements’ can be
reached in matters concerning fundamental
human rights”.

Referning to the case today, CJP Bandial
swd Tayyaba was now a 9th-grade student

“Tayyaba was abandoned by her parents
and she is now living in an SOS village.

Subsequently, the court sought reports
from all the provinces regarding measures
taken to curb human smuggling and data
on children out of school within a
month [N

Eight dle, several injured in
Lahore ram related mc1dents

AHORE: At least at least peo-
ple died and several others injured
m incidents of roof collapse, elec-
wocution after torrential rain lash
the city on Wednesday.

Rescue sources smd that three
including a couple and a minor
child died when roof of a house
caved-in due 1o heavy rain in Misr
Shah area area

A youth was electrocuted to
death when high voltage power line
fell into rain water due to strong
wind in Chungi Amar Sidhu area

In Raiwind, a teenager Wali
Mubammad 14, drowned to
in water accumulated in vacant

o 55-year old woman was elec-

trocuted o death at meulnr road

area of the provincial capital.
In Hinjarwal area, haavy raif

to death in Baghbanpura area of

Raahndcmxra Rnofnfa house came
e 1o 1or] rain near Do

ent
Moria Pull a'\:suIng in injuries to
three people. INP
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Al and Climate Change

completely missing in
Balochistan budget

The future is all about the Artificial Intelligence (Al). The Al has the poten-

tial to significantly imj

students across the globe, -~ "
Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive :tu;ivpon {{0
weak-

students. These systems can assess students” knowled,
ness, and offer targeted guidance and resources to hel

ct education and transform the leaming experience for

e, identify areas ol
b them improve.

Experts say the Al has so far taken mere baby steps, Still a lot needs to be
done, The Al is going to dominate education, politics, economy etc. in the

future.

No word of Al in the Balochistan Budget
Despite its need and importance, the Balochistan government has not allocat-
ed a single penny for the Al in its financial budget for the year 2023-24, The
provincial government allocated more than Rs. 100 billiens for primary, middle
and higher education sector The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al
Besides Al the government has not focused on the looming threat of climate
change. Balochistan, the country’s areawise largest provinee 1s prone to all nat-
ural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and climate

change

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Climate Change and more than Rs.73 billions

for C&W department

The government allocated Rs 71 crore ru?ces to tackle the climate change,
I

whereas, more than 73 billion rupees were al
works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most of
the amount is likely to go inta some narrow pockets.

ocated for the communication and

Promotion of AT education provides an opportunity 1o our students to com-

pete on national and international levels. Its prometion can open new vistas of

opportunities for cur students
owever, investment in the climate change department is extremely neces-
sary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastating

floods last year
Iyzed for a mont]

g!ayed havoc across Balochistan and life was completely para-

The provincial government needs to change its priorities when it comes to Al
and climate chanﬁe since the former offers opportunities and the latter poses a

serious threat to

uman life.
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Rescue Pakistan?

n IMF-
led rescue
of Pakistan
has averted
a  likely

default on the count

foreign debt repayments
— but only for now. As
Pakistan’s  ruling elite
this week eagerly cele-
brated a short-term lift 1o
economic prospects driv-
en the Washington-
based lender’s expected
romise to lend another
3 billion over the next
nine months, there is a
real life danger of the
country’s maﬂg slippages
continiing as before,

{onds\g the
proyerbial 3 ﬁangm’
exhibited through a spec-
tacular surge _ in
Pakistan’s stock prices
and an appreciation of
the rupee, nevertheless
failed lqurove that the
latest IMF deal will also
be the last such bailout.
Beyond the flow of
Brecmus dollars to boost
akistan’s depleting for-
eign exchange reserves,
the counmtry's average
households “are saddle
with the worst economic
pressures witnessed 1n
their _hwslorg, thanks 1o
historically high inflation
touching close to 40 per
cent just two months ago.
For many businesses
and indusiries _across
LSEAI!‘ writing on
the wall is hardly encour-
gg\nﬁ. It is possible that
in the short term the
wmg(uns already piled up
on Karachi port and wait-

ing for clearance will
find the financial room to
be finally released.

Under Pakistan’s latest
gmm:scs to the IMF, the

uild-up of reserves will
require the State Bank of
Pakistan to clear the let-
ters of credit &LCS} that
have been held up for
several months,

This will consequently
allow some of Pakistan's
badly stalled industries
notably local assemblers
of automobiles, textile
units and other import
dependent units to retrn
to, onduclsvny. Yet, this
will hardly mark a return
to normaley.

Several months of an
ill-advised delay under
the leadership of Finance
Minister sl Dar in
securing an IMF deal
have already caused
incalculable harm to the
economy. With the new
lifeline “of three billion
US dollars replacing the
565 billion Extended
Fund Facility whose
completion ended in fail-
ure at the end of June, the
way forward will come
with tough choices,

Anotheyﬂ]gm in elec-
tricity taniff in July under
lhe&ulsc of ‘rebasing’ of
tanift wall further raise
already high productivity
costs for many. mdusmes,
while_eating further into
already shrunk house-
hold budgets, And higher
indirect taxes slapped in
last month’s ~annual
budget have forced many
businesses to lose their

already stressed com]f!
tive edge against 1
peers from other coun-

es
Should Pakistan with
its powerful reality of
having an increasingly
weak governance struc-
wre now fear further
inroads by smuggled
products from coufries
with
advantage? 3
compelling  question
which must trigger sleep-
less nights for some of
e country's highest
placed policymakers.
Eventually,  solving
Pakistan’s ~  economic
crises  requires  an
unprecedented push in
three areas: first, deep
cuts in  government
expenditure ~ must
only be made unlike any
before. This must also be
very visible, exemplified
léy actions of the ruling
ite. Amidst the worst
inflation_in Pakistan’s
history, the gap between
the miling class and the
ruled in their spending
habits remains high. An
IMF enforced belt-tight-
ening is now & necessary
evi

But making that bitter

pill | more ,&uiatabie
requires the elite to step
forward and embrace a

series of steps that strike
down their ve:

privileges.
such anh exercise must
prove that the nation
stands together in sacri-
ficing personal privileges
irrespective of status in

society. Eventually, a
much” greater push 1o
dempnslmle ul ‘shur?d
pain’ is the only way to
rebuild the pnhﬁc's con-
fidence.

Second, a robust attack
on privileges will remain
unimpressive unless
backed by a brutal attack
on_the uerz_puwerful
reality of tackling visibly
widespread tax evasion.
Despite Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s public
promise to clamp down
on tax dodgers across the
board, his words need to
be backed by luuﬁh
action, For instance, the
space given 1o ‘non-fil-
ers’ marks a convenient
way for those who are
net regs(ered as Imcome
tax payers, to also afford
items of high cost sym-
boliz‘mﬁl . affluence.
Meanwhile, in Pakistan’s
history it is hard to recal
a yea' when tax evaders
were caught, put on trial
and evenfually sentenced
harshly for not paying
the:{er?\;es. IE_Jn.Ieshs this

ul reality changes
?:i;‘_caliy, the gomisegnf
Pakistan's_ economic
reforms will mean noth-
ing more than mere lip

service.

Finally, Pakistan’s
much tod visible compro-
mise on rule of law has
shattered the country’s
stability and knocked

_prospects for vital
areas including the econ-
omy. Large-scale invest-
ment inifiatives include
examples of those pushed

back s-m[rly due to fail-
ures on the legal front. It
is commonplace to find
examples of companies
facing non compliance
by local collaborators
around already agreed
terms. And cases of out-
right financial fraud have
been  many. Unless
Pakistan can successfully
instill the fear of law
across the board, the
future of its economy
will become periodically
bleak

And that's where a
short-term relief such as
the IMF’s latest loan to
Pakistan wi

aid to nd the country of
its long-term economic
challenges.

the

On ~ Monda
verbial - Dhangra’

ted through a spec-
tacular surge _in
Pakistan’s stock prices
and an appreciation of
the rupee. nevertheless
failed 1o _prove that the
latest IMF deal will also
be the last such bailout.

d the flow of

akistan’s depleting for-
eign exchange reserves,
the country’s average
households “are saddled
with the worst economic
pressures witnessed in
their history, thanks to
historically high inflation
touching close to 40 per
cent just two months ago,

For many businesses
and indusiries across
Pakistan, the writing on
the wall 1s hardly.

The fall of the pied piper?

Let us be clear about
one thing: Imran Khan as
a sportsperson and erick-
et captain for Pakistan
was a formidable figure
and quite naturally a ﬁuem
for millions. These fans
existed in_Pakistan and
abroad, His leadership
style — a mix of aggres-
sion and clever strategies
in some places
ingpired and
turmed him into a major
hero in the country. Tt
was this identification as
a winner — and as a
leader — which helped
Imran begin his political
success course, there
were many other factors
behind the events which
brought him to power in
2018, and he himself has
accepted his links with
state institutions this
time, Unfortunately for
Pakistan — indeed tragi
cally for the country —
Tmran’s style of leader-
ship did not work in pol-
itics. His aggression
turned into something so
volatile that was rarely
seen before.

From politicians we
need diplomacy,
patience, and an abilify
to think beyond the sin-
gle idea of corruption in
a cormupt opposition. It
appears that Tmran and
his team did not have
these skills. He was
essentially a cult leader.

e have historically
seen many a cult figures
in other parts of the
world. We had the
Moonies cult in Korea,
Reverend Jim Jones —
who led his hundreds of
followers to Guyana and
ordered them to drink

‘Kool-Aid" laced with
poisonous  substance
which killed 900 or so
including 300 children
— and other well-known
cult leaders like Charles
Manson and his *family”
which engaged in murder
and other heinous events
in the late 1960s,
Pakistan has over the
years had great politi-
cians — it would be a dis-
service to compare Imran

to any of them, They
include brave Fﬁure;
such as Khan Ahdul

Ghaffar Khan who spent
37 years of his life in jail
but remained firm on his
ideology. His son Wali
Khan followed essential-
ly in the same tradition
spending a long period of
time Jai In
L Abdul
Samad Khan spent the
entire period of
Khan regime in jail
because
change his views or ide-
ology. ere are other
figures such as GM Syed
from Sindh who also
spent over 30 years in
jail not becausé of any
olitical —activity but
ecause authorities did
not like their stance and
found it best to incarcer-
ate them instead of
allowing a democracy
with true differences of
opinion within it to grow
and develop.

There are a few ques-
tions mow: what will
become of the cult Imran
led? The fate of Imran
himself will be deter-
mined by the courts, and
by time. He could be dis-
qualified or jailed, or he
could be lefl to continue

whatever remains of his
career. But the way May
9 was orchestrated — pre-
sumably by the party —
leading le to attack
state m&ings and
installations on May 9
ut at risk the lives of
oth young and older

people, from lower-
income and middle-
income _ families in

Lahore, Rawalpindi and
other places.

Some of these people

- in fact many of them
— remain behind bars
for stealing all kinds of
objects, including 2
cock. Their families have
nowhere to Fu and noth-
ing to show for what they
engage in_or what they
d‘;a%ermnl , no ideo-
Infgjral belief or any kind
of  principle  was
involved. T|‘1]ey simé)l’y
thought they were fol-
lowing a man who acted
as a cult leader, and
found themselves in an
e:xlreme_lPr difficult posi-
tion: children and young
men who knew no better
and had never been
taught history or politics
or creative thinking at
schoals.

In the future, these
penile will most likel
think a little harder. We
already have some think-
ing taking place even

now.

There are those who
ask whether the May 9
events can be justified.
Even some who had a
role to play in them or
who knew people who
participated, have con-
demned the assault on
gubl;c buildings, the
urning of an ambulance

and the other violent
events which took place.
They see the attack on
sensitive buildings as
dangerous_In Punjab, a
majority of peoplé have
high respect for the
armed forces and recog-
nize it as a major defence
force. The men in uni-
form stand tall in their
eyes. We wonder how
Imran stands now that he
has been defeated and
left to pick up the pieces
of his shattered political

career.
The events of the com-
ing days will be interest-
ing. We will closely ana-
lyze how the groups
already breaking away
from the PTI will take a
shape of their own, One
of them will, of course,
become the new ‘King's
Party’. We do not know
if the Elahi family or
Tareen or someone else
will become the chosen
leader of this group. But
it is likely that the group
will do well and just as
Imran was pushed into
power, they will receive
the same boost and simi-
lar assistance in their
effort to acquire power.
For Pakistan, the real
question Is what they
will do with it and how
lhee' will handle things,
There are other ques-
tions as well. It is quite
obvious that separation
powers s to be
ractised in the counts
is is extremely diffi-
cult and has not hap-
Sened throughout
akistan’s history of aver
decades, with
imes being the
e day — year

seven
yor
order of i

"By Kamila 1
after year and decade
after decade. There is
still too much movement
of various players on the
chessboard to determine
grecise!y what has 1o
appen next and how.
But we know that Imran
is unlikely to play a
major role in Pakistan’s
politics again. Already,
geupla are criticizin
ow he put the lives
other people at risk while
protecting himself.

How he asked his sup-
goners to protect him in
Zaman Park, allowing
them to face the police
while he remained within
his home protected by
his supporiers who had
come out on May 9 in
hundreds These ~ *hun-
dreds of people’ will not
be emmgﬁo bring Khan
to power. The fact that
more people did not
come out shows that peo-
ple know tight from
wrong and know that
what happened on that
day is wrong and should
not have taken place.
This is something from
which all political parties
can learn and gain wis.
dom The wisdom per-
haps should match that
of men from outside
Punjab such as Baba Jan
from  Gilgit-Baltistan,
who has protested for the
rights of people in the
region desrue a long
term in jail. These are
real heroes. We need to
recognize them and put
them aside from mere
cult figures such as
Imran and others like
him who we have seen
throughout our political
history

s Pakistan’s
litical rivals
a:giﬁ hard lg

rapi an

quickly i

space in the run

up to the country’s next
elections, the clear writ-
ing on the wall seems to
have been  widely
ignored: once elections
are out of the way, the
task of running a_crisis
stricken country will fall
upon the next sat of rulers
who will face unprece-
dented odds in overseeing
a return to relative nor-

malcy.

And that’s where the
challenge of tackling the
country’s multiple crises
will sfare the next pov-
ernment right in jts face,
without a clear solution in
sight in the foreseeable

iture. .

Welcome o the reality
of Pakistan  anchor
upon a fast faltering
economy, political disar-
. & security Crisis, an
administrative and polic-

badly broken
sociefal trends
relentlessly shifting
southwards with unpre-
dictable consequences.
Irespective of elee-
toral outcome at the polls,
there's no political party
10 date that has presented
a convincing plan to
reform an increasingly
complicated country to
BOVETH,

Clearly  highlighting
Pakistan's very somy
trends are daily occur-
rences such as on the
n_i%l'n before Eidul Fitr
right in the heart of
IsTamabad. A brutal attack
on five family members
of senior ~ Nation:
Q'fsembly bureaucrat

amoon Hashmi once

ing system
o

in exposed the power-
BT reality of @ state that
remains out of tune with
its very own grassroots.

The' attack, ostensibly
by emplovees of food
outlets 1n_the busy ‘Gol’
market of the sup‘posed!y
upmarket sector -7 was
meant o violently seize
back a table _chairs
occupied by the victims,
Instead, the attack vividly
h;ghhgi:led the sorry state
of the state and its polic-
ing responsibilities even
in central Islamabad.

No amount of condem-
nation by officials of this
ftragic event can ever
ignore a dark side of the
collapse of Pakistan’s
once _relatively stable
administrative order. The
consequences. have now
reached the heart of the
capital with the broad
mass of the public left
badly exposed

It is an outcome that
has followed years of

growing neglect of the
state’s responsibility
towards the broad spec-

trum_of Pakistan, once
considered a relatively
manageablc country And
without the Pakistani
asserting  itself
through win% ack
space that it has Tost, the
future of a range of areas
including the battered
economy  will likely
remain near dismal.
Across the world, it is
hard to imagine a success
story of  economic
pragress in a country that
also remains ridden with
es comparable to
those of today's Pakistan
Even a successful imter-
national economic bailout
of a near default Pakistan
will simply fail to help
the country tum the cor-

After the polls?

ner unless backed by long
overdue reforms.

In decades gone by,
Pakistan has repeatedly
failed to tackle calls for
refmmrcl‘g the country’s
Warﬁely. ivsfunctional tax
collection system. The
malaise surrounding the
taxation structure has
broadly progressed in
tandem with the state’s
ever weakening capacity
to impose its wnt. lfs
hardly  surprising that
large” scale tax evasion
has today become a hall-
mark of power and influ-
ence of those who have
proudly and repeatedly
defied the Pakistani staté.

Meanwhile, the grow-
ing failure to impose law
and order has exposed a
fundamental gap in

akistan’s ECONOMmic

a8, Irrespective of

the incentives offered by
one government after
another to attract large
scale mew investments,
investors — notably, for-
eign ones — will remain
averse to stepping in_a
cl with gaps’ in its
commitment to enforce
gls;]law And the anfc(ms-
ingly sorry state of gov-
emment provided health-
care and education should
hardly be surprising as
Pakistan  has slipped

atedly over time.

aced with near insur-
mountable  challenges,
Pakistan’s way forwar
must be built upon meet-
ing a two tiered set of pri-
orties On the one hand, it
is vital for political par-
ties to urgently assemble
a community of experts
ta chart out policies for
the future, in case they
%et a chance to rule
‘akistan at the federal
and/or.

Financial inequality breeds contempt

Our society essentially
stands divided into fhree
classes. The elite class
comprises the top bureau-
crats both civil and mil-
tary. business _tycoons
and politicians. Then fal-
low two classes — the

55,
the poverty line. Instead

of receding, the pove
graph is rapidly escalai-
iny

gl‘he politicians — in
every government that
comes o power by win-
ning the election - prom-
1s¢ to uplifi the condition
of the pou{. Their cam-

igning slogans assure
ﬁt“eg‘wre%:hed iving from

pathetic [ving conditions
will improve, and they
will get health and educa-
tion, e
The severe dm?ﬂnty
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed. It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the system
but also creates hostility
among them
As a nation, however.
we can chanfge our alarm-
state of poverty and
it if we single-
minded[y

follow the
nations ‘that have pro-
gressed  within a few
years from being poor
third-world countries to
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Singapore
as a glanng example.
Smia_pure was typical-
Iy a third-world country
like ours but without any
imherent resources that
we luckily have The
turnaround  came  in
Singapore when Chinese

leader Deng Xiaopin;

devised a formula 7MPI§
— for the Singapare Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism andﬂﬁ[fof
hones

Mcr?focmcy meant that
l government jobs were
to be allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who’s'who' or wha's
related to whom. Students
in Sszpore are admitted
1n col e%cs and umiversi-
ties purely on merit with-
out  any  string-pulling
from behind the scene, As
a result, Sin
sesses a_ highl
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation. The
ountry’s  umiversifies,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted among
the best in the world. In
companson, it 1s tragic
v merit in our counb
is given such litle impor=
tance. Many in the lop
gosmuns of the awl
ureaucracy and judiciary
are related 1o one another.
‘P in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a
ractical approach unlike
Pakistan where loss-mak-
ing monsters, state-run
nizations like the
Pakistan Steel Mills and
PIA, incur losses worth
billions, every year but
successive governments
hesitate to pnvatize them
because of political pres-
sures. Last year, the PSM
accumulated a loss of
Rs67 billion in the first
smcmmlha i
onsequently,  every
taxpayer%ﬂs 10 bear the
burden of the
ing behemoths

loss-mak-
Could

Singapore  allow  its
vibrant economy to suffer
from such recuiring loss-
es for years? Never. The
PSM Rasn’t produced a
nece of steel since 20115
ut its employees are paid
hundreds of” millions in
salaries each month

“H’, the most impartant
feature of the magic for-
mula for taking rapid
hikes from a poor third-
world country 1o a first-
waorld country, is honesty.
It means zero tolerance
for corruption.
Singapore’s prime minis-
ter, under whose govern-
ment the country pro-
gressed, | carried out
accountabili
downward.
est burcaucracy and a
rogressing economy, the
gﬂu%\lltry turned into a hub
of foreign investment. It
improved the living con-
ditions of the people and
raised their social status
among the comity of
nations. Too high stan-
dards for_us to meet,
aren’t they?
si So organized is the
ingaporean government
that'it declgieﬁnl:) reduce
the population of domes-
tic crf_ws that }]\aq slarhe(d
attacking people in parks
and on roads. The group
director of wildlife man-
agement at the National
Parks Board ordered that
crows' nests be pulled
down, set up traps and
prune the trees in public
mmm;{, f‘_\;eml‘axvsi a wild
growth of birds of prey to
cope with, Recently tﬁcre
was an article 1n this
newspaper as to what
prompted the increase in
population of these birds.

All that one witnesses
are kites hovering in the
sky and thousands of

crows mahnr
lives muserable
cawing round the clock
As pointed out in the arti-
cle, the main reason for
the growth of these birds
is the ‘sadga’ in the shape
of meat leftovers the peo-
ple throw on the roads
and outside their homes
The Lahore Canal
Bank road is notorious
for this activity where
kiles are seen swoopin
down to get their share
meat that passers-by feed
them, Sometime back my
cousin Mansoor Khan
lost his car’s windshield
when a kite struck against
it. Surpnisingly, the wind-
shield broke in’ pieces but
the kite  survived.
Whether Mansoor was a
‘meat thrower’ to the
kites, he didn’t admit
The pol = in

third-world countries to
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Singapore
as a glaring exam|

Smﬁ:lpum was typical-
Iy a third-world_country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have. The
turnaround  came  in
S;;lgapofe when Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping
devised a formula 7MPﬁ
— for the Singapore Prime
Minister Leeﬁ?(.::an Yew
to follow 1o progress. M
stood for mentocmlc_ir, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Meritocracy meant that
all Ezvcmm:m obs were
to he allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who’s who' or who's
related to whom- Students

ar

every government that
comes to power by win-
ning the election — prom-
ise o uplift the condition
_the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
will improve, and they
will get health and educa-
ton, o
The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed. It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the system
buf also creates hostility
among them,
As a nation, however,
we can change our alarm-

ing state of and
illiteracy if we single-
mindedly  follow the

nations that_have pro-
gre! within a few
years from being poor

in
m cuﬁfiw and umiversi-
ties purely on ment with-
out amy string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, San?pm pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation_ The
couniry’s universifies,
medical colleges and hos-
?’llﬂh are counted among
he best in the world. In
comparison, it is {ragic
how mesit in our country
15 given such little impor-
tance. Many in the toj
Egsuuon; of the civi
reaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another.
P ormula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are a

Pakistan where loss-mak-
ing monsters, state-run
organizations like the
Pakistan Steel Mills and
PIA, incur losses worth
billions .

elling state

companies is a

bad idea. But

despite failing

repeatedly in practice this

idea has resurfaced in the

2023-24 budget propos-

als, which say that next
year the povernment -

will raise Rs96 billion

by selling state compa-

nies

So, what’s going on
7 Wh our. eco-
nomic managers wish to
peddle state’ companies
when they should be
fighting_our real prob-
lems, which are poverty,
illiteracy, child malnutri=
tion and_unemployment?
You might think it's
because selling  ‘loss-
‘making’ state companies
{nak:s gh?jmd look Iﬂ;c
ough-minde: e
ears%euly fighting mgﬂ
icits. That's surely part
of the answer But the
bigger picture, 1 would
areue, is ideological It's
their false belief that
‘business 1s not the busi-
ness of the state’. Why
false? Because we have
several decades worth of
world experience show-
ing otherwise.
ow then should we
push back against these
‘managers? It is tempting
to show that they live ina
fantasy world, that lurk-

competence — and their
connection with reality.
But the bigger problem
with selling state compa-
nies is that it's all wrong
on the ments. So, for
now, let’s put aside ideol-
ogy. Let's ask instead
whether state companies
are really a fiscal disas-

ter? And whether, as the
Privatization
Commission says on its
website, they burden the
national budget, burden
the poor people, so that
selling them “salvages the
government through
teducing state subsidies?”

Now, the truth is that
this much-hyped story-
line that all state compa-
nies are a burden on the
budget 15 completely
false. But it has settled in
the geupWe‘s minds abet-
ted by a complicit media.
That 'may be the reason
why a loss-making state
company, PIA. makes up
the usual headiines, while

ofitable companies like

il and Gas Development
Corporation (OG and
Pak Petroleum (PP) are
sacrificed on the

Privatization
Commission's altar with-
out anyone noticing the
difference L
To illustrate this point,
that there is a huge gap
between what the people
think about the perform-
ance of state companics

— that it 15 — an

the reality, I give you evi-
dence from PP
an annual

reports. The first thing
you Ism fESPd“Cgl we, the
people of Pakistan, own
about two-thirds of both
companies. But the espe-
cially notable aspect is
the outstanding perform-
ance of these companie:
and their enormous prof-
its year after vear after
year, So, PP's after-tax
ofit last year was RsS4
illion and 1t put Rsds
billion in the national
kitty in taxes alone. In the
past sixfyr.m'!i its cumula-
tive profit was Rs299 bil-

The false narrative
around SOEs

By Sarmad Khawaja

lion. There's more, and it
further strengthens our
- last year OGDC
contnbuted Rs207 billion
ta the national kitty, and
Rs821 billion in the last
six years. These are colos-
sal amounts, To put them
in_perspective, consider
this: the Rs230 billion the
two companies gave to
the government last year
is about 70 per cent of the
cost of servicing our

BISP's expense by Rs79
billion. And it is ample
roof that  the
rivatization
Commission used a false
ise to sell 644 million
shares of OGDC. As a
result, just 67 per cent of
it is now left in our own-
ership.
You might expect that
in view of this the
Privatization
Commission will pause
and relent. But no. It
sticks to its guns insisting
that selling state compa-
nies would do  great
things for our country.
But foolhardiness asi
it's important to realize
that the case for selling
state companies is clearly
wrong on the merits.
Likewise, the ideologi-
cal premise of selling

state comEun:gs 18
flawed, which brings me
to the mantra that “busi-

ness is not the business of
the state,” aka free-m;

capitalism. Now, eco-
nomic historians will tell

ic
market
its devel
example France. Iis state
created ‘national.
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Student’s issues must be
resolved via students
facilitation centre:
President 1TUI

ISLAMABAD:

President, International
Islamic Umvemw
Islamabad lllUg

Hathal Hamoud jula-b:

has directed that students
facilitation must be a top
priofity and it must be
ensured that their issues
must be solved within
hours through one win-
dow operation, In order to
address the issues and
solution of academic mal
rs of the students at e
h:s( the TTUT andzm
has constituted a commit-

tee instructing that the
S0 r newly estab-
lished %m dents
Facilitation Centre must
be prepared within a

A meeting of the com-
mittee  constituted by
President 1TUI for prepa-

ration of SOPs of the
newly established
Students Facilitation

Centre (male & female)
at International Islamic
Universi Islamabad,
was held here at new
campus on Wednesday.

Chaired by Dean
Faculty of Sciences Praf
Dr. Muhammad Irfan
Khan, the meeting was
attended by members of
committee  includin
Dr. N

Languages
Literature, Prof. Dr. Zafar
gbal, Dean Faculty of
Social Sciences, Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Sarwar,
Dean
Education,
nwar, Provost,
Dr. Bushra INP

Ibrar
Male,

APC on Political
Harmony: Consensus
developed among
major parties

ISLAMABAD:  All
major political parties of
the country in a signifi-
cant step fowards foster-
ing a pescelil and vie
lence-free electoral
process have rea:hed a

ist
incite
lence
Ihe consensus was
reached at a dialogue
titled 'Common Resolve
for Political Harmony,'
organized B ¥
ommunications
_Strategies
, 4 pioneer in
strategic communications
research-based inter-
ventions in Pakistan,
Semor parliamentari-
ans and repre-

nguage that may
atred and vio-

Prime Minister,
Zaman Kaira,
Afrasiab Kha

Senator Pervaiz R.aslud
Information ~ Secretary
PTI  Raocof Hassan,
Senator Anwar ul Haq
Kakar, SAPM Romina
Khurshid Alam, MNA
Sabir : Qaimkhani

Qamar
Scnamr

parties.
Zafarullah Khan_former
Executive Director.
Pakistan Institute of
Parliamentary Affairs and
constitutional  literacy
advocate. Welonmmg the
participants, CEO "CRS
Aniq Zafar highlighted
the emerging situation in
the country where politi-
cal discourse was becom-

senting seven prominent
puimcnl ;zammpmclud

A P \[DM and MOM,
emphwud ‘the need for
L_parties conference
(AF(‘) of any other mech-
anism that would enable
constructive  dialogue
ﬂmornnghhcul forces.
e dialogue was mod-
erated by Advisor to the

ISLAMABA

hotel.

ing arsh,
with the potential for via-
lence by non-state actors
%amn political forces.
cognizing the gravity
of the situation, the par-
ticipants stressed  the
importance of exploring a
wmmm gruund 1hrough
Charter of Demy
(CQD) 2 to addm» Iu'y
structural issues that hin-
dered political and eco-

~/
Federal Minister for Human Rights Riaz Hussain
Pirzada addressing during the Independence Day of Belarus at local

nomic growth in the
country.

One of the primary
objectives discussed dur-
ing the conference was to
develop a well-thought-
out_national consensus
against extremism and
terrorism, leaving 1o
raom for soft corners for
existing or new terrorist
groups. The participants

strongly advocated
against using such groups
for pnllllca} engineering

and called for the imme-
dlute de-weaponization of
ociety 1o curlail the
Utl:nlm] threat of wio-
lence  duri upcoming

elections Additionally,
the seminar shed light on
the 'economy of terror-
perpetuated

ism,' which
the menace of terrorism
in  the
Participants } 1
ged the need to investi-
ate and  address the
inancial sources  that
fueled terrorist activities,
emphasizing its impact
on_foreign and 3Lm|egr
o

policy
strengthen lhe political
ruc:ss participants
pressed interest in
cslul:hshmg a 'Truth and
Reconciliation
Commission ' [N

SC allows PIA to make
205 new professional
appointments

ISLAMABAD:
Following the govern-
ment’s decision to pri-
vatize PIA, Supreme
Court on Wednesday
allowed the national
flag carrier to make 205
new professional
appomtmnms

cording to the
rlelmli Supreme Court
allowed Pakistan
International  Airlines
(PIA) to make 205 new
professional  appoint-
ments while postponing
the recruitment of 4

others.
A two-member SC
bench comprising

Justice ljaz Ul Ahsan
and Justice Ayesha A
Malik heard the case
filed by PIA bwkm%
permission  for

recruitments of pilots,
cabin_crew, IT special-
ists, finance and man-

agement officials.

In its verdict today,
the apex court allowed
the  recruitment of
Ell]l)ls cabin crew and
T splx:mlms

During the course of
proceedings, the court
also directed the PIA's
administration to make
the recruitment process
clear and transparent

Justice Ayesha Malik
asked wi\ IA was not
able y its dues and
why d| it had to recruit
mare people?

Justice ljaz said that
the quality of services
of the PIA was not up to
the mark he new
recruitments would bur-
den the o:riamsaucm by
more than Rs 90 million
annually, he a

Tlse PIA CEO Air

Marshal
\{ul}ammad Amir Hayat

said that the national
airline’s profit for the
last six months was
three billion rupees and
flights_were operating
rofitable routes.

e said that the PIA
was starting flight oper-
ations on international

ational
routes Justice ljaz said
that the flight staff of
other airlines was less
and questioned if the
recruitment would be on
a permanent or on a
contractual basis.

The CEO replied that
the recruitment would
be on a one-year renew-
able contract basis

The apex court
allowed the recruitment
of 205 employees after
hearing the arguments
of the CEO and addi-
tional attorney

a 7 -
QUETTA:Officials of Etihad Metropolitan Corporation are meeting Chief Officer
of Quetta Metropolitan Corporation Syed Salim Shah.

Progress on CPEC restored
within year: Ahsan Iqbal

of the slﬁmng of CPEC, the min-

ISLAMABAD: Federal “For last one year, we 1l
Minister Planning, Development  our best to get (‘PI'(, bwck 10
and  Special  Initiatives,

Professor Ahum Igbal said here
on Wednesday that progress on
the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) has been put
back at a position wherefrom the
project would become a game-

changer for regional develop- industria
up

Aadressmg a ceremony here  Pakistan

rha'l i and gam investors’ con-
sai

Thc mmmw Nlld that $29 bil-
lion projects under CPEC have
cither been completed or
nearing completion adding that
nexi la[Fc[ was 1o pro

cooperation 1o open
W Opportunities  for

ister sai

[gnur:
are

mote

that un Fcrumaiety the
project was scandaliz
pmmus regime and was totally

said, even the investors
Leﬁ Paklstan which caused huge
damaged. to the game-changer
CPEC project, the minister said
adding that the incumbent gov-
ernment made efforts during the
Easl uﬂeﬂ\_(‘ear and got the project

Two killed,
woman set on
fire in Chiniot

CHINIOT: Two including a
child died, two others injured
while 2 woman was set on fire in
separate incidents in different
localities  of  Chiniot

30-year-

of elec-
trocution while removing the fault
in electric system of his house Kot
Ismail area of Chenab Nagar.

Two over speeding motorcycles
cmlqded head-on at Chiniot “road
resultantly five-year old Tahir died
on spot while two others sustained
injuries who were shifted to DHQ
hospital

In Chak No. 209 Tarar,
Langarana pu]u:a saanm jurisdic
tion, a woman ibi was
aliegadly seton i're by the Ghulam
Bibi, the husband’s second wife
and in-laws including Ayub,
Ashraf and Haji Ghulam. The
scorched woman was hospitalized
and DPO taking notice of incident
directed to arrest the culprits.INP

Another blow
to PTI, two
more leaders

quit party

ed by the

to mark a decade of the signing H: smd CPEC was not given  back to
of CPEC, the minister said that proper attention after 2018 and “For [est one year, we tried ISLAMABAD: Former provin-
unforfunately the project was the projects that were left by the itk best to get CPEC back to | cial minister and Pakistan Tehreck-

scandalized” by the previous
ime and was totally 1gnored.

said, even the investors
left Pakistan which caused huge
damaged to the game-changer
CPEC project, the minister said
adding that the incumbent gov-
emment made efforts during the
g:st cmedy]ear and got the project

ck to thythm. ceremony

Hearing of Imran Khan’s

previois region durin
years were accord:
during past one year by the
mcumsoeﬂl governmien

He said, the issues reialed to

e% past four

l':]v;ence,g

priority

industri
up new
Pakistan INP

plea against IHC
CJ adjourned

nd gain investors’ con-
he sai
‘The minister said that $29 bil-
lion projects under CPEC have
cither been ccmpieluﬂ of are
nearing completion adding that
next Inar]gm was o promate
cooperation to open
oppartumues

e-Insaf (PTI) president from Tank
district Habibullah Kundi along
with Irfan Kundi cﬁr\.ssmg strong
Teservations ovel 9 mayhem
announced to quit 1he party.
He also clanfied that there was
0 pressure on him to quit the
parry The future course of action
would be decided after consulting
workers, friends and elders of his
areas, he added TNP

for

Robbers loot over Rs2m
cash, spare parts, mobil
oil from auto shop

FAISALABAD: Armed robbers
took away over two million rupees
cash, spare parts and mobil oil
from an auto shop here on
Wednesday Police said that seven-

ISLAMABAD: Issuing services of a senior lawyer Swali’s case"Later the court | member robber gang impersonai-
notices to the parties to former  would be hired to assist the adjourned hearing of the | ing as customers wvisited Saced
rime minister and PTI court in the case, if deemed caseTwnd s ago on Monday | Autos Shop located in Jinnah
Chairman Imran Khan's peti- necessary. “Right now, the (July 3, 2023, PTT chatrman Celony of Faisiabad.
tion against him, Chief Justice court is issuing a notice to the had e xpressed no confidence tied the security
(&i}) slamabad High Court Election Commission of in the Tslamabad High Court glﬂl’ﬂi of autos shop and held the
IHC) Justice Aamer Farooq Pakistan (ECP) to assist the chief justice The development “"%‘;’9 hfgﬁ]&:{:‘ E‘i:gg"“

said on Wednesday that the courn,” he addes
registrar’s objections to the
petition would persist, and that
1o number would be marked
on it

He made it clear that the
court did not want to set a
wrong precedent.

The CJ remarked that the

the parties,

detailed opinion

SHC issues notice to
K-Electric over
‘excessive billing

KARACHI: Sindh H|%| Court on Wednesday issued
notices tu NatlUnaE lectric Power Regulatory
Authorn and K-Electric secking a response
for nve'rbl fm consumaﬂ

After wsllm K-Elemnc (KE and Federal
Ombudsman offices several ti a female citizen of
Karachi approached the '?.lndh H:gh Court (SHC) and
filed a plea against overbilling.

The woman pleaded to the court that the license of
the K-Electric (KE) should be canceled as the power-
icﬂcmmg ccrmpany has made the life o[ citizens of

arachi miserable.

In the plea, the petitioner Shamim Akhtar empha-
sized the urgent need for corrective measures to
address the issue of cNerblII ing and demanded the
retum of the excess chai

Shamim Akhtar, whne expr%sm her r.euancm;.
haghzagmed a shocking instance where a bill of Rs

was issued to a small 60-yard house in Bihar
Cnlnny Lyari
The court has issued notices to all concerned parties,
including the National Electric Power Regulatory
Autherity (NEPRA) and K-Electric. INP

Speaking on the occasion,
counsel for Imran said he had
been directed hy his client 10
peruse the caseIf you insist,
the court will issue notices 1o
Justice Aamer
said, adding, “We have given a

Aamer had

reserved

in Azam  ingsINP

came just a day before the lat-
ter was_going to decide the
fate of former prime minister
in Toshakhana case Justice

his
Imran’s petition challenging
the Toshakhana trial proceed-

away
21,10,000 rupees cash, loaded
spare parts and mobil parts on two
cars and fled the scene.

e police cordoned off the area
after the robbery and launched
operation but the culprits managed
o escape. A case was registei
into the incident and investigations
were underway IN

23
on

on  June
decision

PIA gets SC’s nod to

recruit

ISLAMABAD:  The
Supreme  Court  of
Pakistan has given its
approval 1o Pakistan
International _ Airlines
(PIA) to fill 20"» vacant
positions  within  the
organization.

his decision comes
after the court had pre-
viously imposed a
on fresh recruitment in

Justice Ayesha Mal
raised a crucial ques-
tion, asking why PIA
needed to recruit more
individuals when the
aitline was stiuggling to

PIA’s services,

205 employees

that mew recruitments
would further burden
the institution by an
additional Rs90 million
per month.

In response, the PIA
CEOQ explained that the

During the hearin,
i3

pay its dues. national  airline had

ustice Ljazul Ahsan made a profit of Rs3 il-
also expressed concerns  lion in the last six
about the quality of months He also out-

stating  lined plans. INP

! Pakistan
International A\rimes
ation  Limited
(PITLL) on March 31
In response to the
ban, PIA had appealed
to the Supreme Court
for an early hearing of
its plea, seeking permis-
sion to hire aver 250
new employees
On

) CORRIGENDUM (&)

The Tender for “Solar system of tube well complete in all respect”
for Market Committee Quetta was published vide AB
501/02.06.2023 which appeared in the Daily Newspapers,
Quetta dated 03-06-2023. The date for receiving and opening of
bids may be read a5 12-07-2023 instead of 16-06-2023. The tender
NIT was published on BPPRA under TSE-222306340083 and
Bidding documents can be downloaded from BPPRA website
(.

general INP

‘UN must implement
its resolutions on
Kashmir to restore
its lost credibility’

TISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-AJK) chapter held a
reception at its office in Islamabad in the h{mour of the
leaders of the Kashmir Movement in UK,

Spain and Scotland, in which the speakers dzmanded of
the UN to implement its resolutions on Kashmir to
restore its lost credil According to Kashmir Media
Service, the speakers said the Kashmiris living abroad
are playing their full role in highlighting the Kashmir
cause. They said India is usm% every brutal tactic in
wllaji’ally ocwpwd Jammu and Kashmir to suppress the
Kashmiris” freedom movement. They urged the inter-
national community to take cognizance of the grave
thuman nights violations perpetrated by Indian troops in
the occupied territory. Tehreek-e-Kashmir UK
President Raja Faheem Kayani, Tehreck-e-Kashmir
Scotland President Baily Hamf Raja, Tehreek-e-

Kashmir Spain President Shafiq Tabasim and Tehreek-

e-Kashmir Furope Semior Vice President Mahmud
Ahmed Sharif met the leadership nI"AP'I[('-;\IK INP

APC on Political Harmony: Consensus
developed among major parties

ISLAMABAD:  All
major political parties of
the country in a signifi-
cant step towards foster-
aceful and vio-
electoral
process have reached &
Consensus on organizing
an All Parties Conference
(APC) to address the

problem of
motivated
age that
atred and

extremist lan
may incite
wiclence.

The consensus
reached at a dial
titled 'Common Resolve
for Political Harmcng"
organized . by

ommunications

was.

Research
(CRS), a
SU‘ﬂlEgIC wmmumcmm“
and research-based inter-
wventions in Pakistan.
Senior fmrhameman
ans and politicians repre-
Seﬂllﬂg seven pmmmem
pa]mcul paﬂl:s chud—
L (N), PPP. PTI,

ax p, NDM o R M,
emphasized the need for
an all-parties conference
(APC) or amy other
mechanism that would
enable constructive_dia-
logue among political
forces.

The dialogue was mod-
erated by Adwvisor to the
Prime Minister, Qamar

_Strategies
pioneer in

Zaman Kaira,
Afrasiab 3
Senator Pervaiz Rashid,
Information ~ Secretary
PTI  Racof Hassan,
Senator Anwar ul H:

Kakar, SAPM Romina
Khurshid Alam, MNA
Sabir Qa;mkham
Chaudhry Manzoor
Ahmad, member CEC
PPP, and Information
Secretary ANP (Punjab),
Nadeem Sarwar repre-
sented  their  parties.
Zafarullah Khan former
Executive Director
Pakistan Institute of
Parliamentary Affairs and
constitutional  Literacy

vocate.

Senator
Khattak

Welcoming the partici- One of the primary
pants, CEO CRS Aniq  objectives dlmussm dnr
Zafar highlighted ing the

develop a well-f :lwuus:.hL
out national consensus
against extremism and
terrorism, leaving no
room for soft comers for

emerging situation in the
country where political
discourse was becomin;

increasingly harsh, with
the potential for violence

by = non-state  actors existing or new terrorist
against political forces. groups. The parficipants
Recognizing_the gravity ~strongly advocated
of the situation, thz par-  against using such groups
ticipants stressed the for ;p:muucais neering

and called for the imme-
diate  de-weaponization
of society to curtail the
otential threat of vio-
ence during upcoming

importance of exploring a
common ground through
Charter of Democracy
(CaD) 2 to address key
structural issues that hin-

dered political and eco-  elections. Additionally,
nomic growth in the the seminar shed hight on
country. the ‘economy. INP

atwo-
member bench headed
by Justice ljazul Ahsan
heard the petition, with
the CEO of PIA appear-
ing before the court.

All other terms and conditions remain same/unchanged and
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Zhob Islamabad highway blocked against
killing of policemen

5 | Pl L

Page #04

kinds of traffic and Zhob DI Khan Road at
+ Seliyaza Bridge. Moreover, the sit-in_in
s front of the Commissioner’s office contin-
ued for the fourth day today.

All Parties Action Committee Anjuman
Tajran Transport Union Tribal have been

testing against the incident. Elders and
eaders of social organizations while
addressing the participants of the sit-in said
that people of the area will not allow any-
one to spread unrest in the area

All political and social organizations and
l| the people of Zhob Shirani are united, they

announced. The sit-in speakers said that
our demands are legitimate and the protest

The highway
was reopened
after successful
negotiations
with
administration

From Qur Correspondent

ZHOB Al political parties blocked main
Islamabad highway against the killing of
three policemen in the Sherani district of
Balochistan the other da{ R R
On the call of the All Parties Action
Committee, Transport Union, Anjuman
Tajran, the Zhob Quetta and Zhob DI Khan
national highways were blocked in protest,
which caused long queues of vehicles and
the passengers faced serious difficulties.

Local tribesmen

. - will continue until their legitimate Four security personnel including three
pl‘otesttng agalnst demands are acug‘led policemen anéya frontier corps personnel
In addition to the hardships of the peo-  were martyred in a terrorist attack in the

Dana Sar area of Sherani district. The out-
lawed Tehrik e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) had
claimed the responsibility for the attack.

the terrorist attack
Zhob Quetta Road was blocked for all

ple, especially the passengers. In view of
the wheel jam strike, the Zhob Quetta DI
Khan road was opened for traffic.

China regrets hasty IAEA's
releasing report on disposal of
Nuclear-contaminated Water

CPEC Y.
Celebrating
rs of CPEC

BEDING: na on Wednesday regreted hasty Rafael Mariano Grossi stated that the IAEA conducted
IAEAs releasing of a report on the disposal of Nuclear- e review al the request of the Japanese government
contaminated Water at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear  and the report is neither a recommendation nor an

Power Station.

When asked to comment on issuance of the report, a
spokesperson of Chinese Foreign Ministry said," China
noted a Comprehensive Report on the disposal of
nuclear-contaminated water at the Fukushima Daiichi
Muclear Power Station released E;} the LAEA

It is_learned that the report failed to fully reflect
views from experts that participated in the review, The
conclusion was not shared by all experts. The Chinese
side regrets the hasty release of the r:lr:nﬂ.

We believe that the IAEA report should not be the
“shield” or “greenlight” for Japan's discharge of
nuclear-contaminated water into the ocean.

Due to its limited mandate, the IAEA failed to
review the justification and itimacy of Japan's
ocean discharge plan, assess the long-term effective-
ness of Japan's purification facility and corroborate the

endorsement of Japan's ocean discharge policy.?

Simply for saving cost, Japan has insisted on dis-
charging the nuclear-contaminated water into the sea in
disregard of the congerns and opposition_ from the
international community and taken the Pacific Ocean
as the “sewer”.

No matter what the report says, it will not change the
fact that Japan will release millions of tonnes of
Fukushima nuclear-contaminated water into the Pacific
Ocean in the next three decades.

Will Japan's purification facifity be effective in the
long-term? Can the international community be timely
informed when the discharged water exceeds the dis-
charge limit? What impact will the long term accumu-
lation and concentration of radionuclides bring to the
manine environment, food safety and people’s health?
These are the questions that the IAEA report failed to

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing a ceremony l:-ommemurnting the 10th

anniversary of signing of the agreement for CP

BISP disburses
over Rs 51b

PTI’s own people exposed
Panama conspiracy, only Nawaz
Sharif can resolve country’s

among
s -
beneficiary problems:
ISLAMABAD : Minister for
women Efom\aticn aRd Brmélcasting
. arrryum urangzes on
ISLAMABAD:  The  Benazir | Wednesday said thai Pakistan
Income Supy ISP) | Tehreek-e-1 f's own people

i BISP)
has so far disbursed over Rs 51 billion
amaong more than 5.7 million benefici-
ary women under Benazir Kafaalat.

he disbursement of the fourth
uarterly tranche of Benazir Kafaalat
or the Financial Year-2022-23 is con-
tinued after Eid-ul-Azha holidays
through banks’ retailers. ¥

Under Benazir Kafaalat, 9 million
registered beneficiary _families are
enfitled to a quanerlY installment of
Rs 9,000 ger household.

The BISP has already released over
Rs 81 billion 1o its pariner banks, that
is, Bank Alfalah and Habib Bank
Limited (HBL) for disbursement
amqn;élmel beneficiaries through their
retail distribution network

Along  with Benazir Kafaalat,
Benazir educational scholarships are
also bmng, ?IVC_ﬂ_ out to the children of
registered families, ever, 70 per-
cent attendance in_ the school
mandatory to receive educational
scholarships. )

In case of any complaint, benefici-
aries_can approach the nearest BISP
Tehsil Offices or call on toll-free
helpline number 080026477 of
Benazir Income Support Program

The BISP messages are anly sent
from 8171 while messages from any
other number shoufd not  be
trusted NP

FGEHA to hand
over possession of
plots to 800
allottees soon

ISLAMABAD: Director General of
Federal ~Government Employees
Housin, Au(hnﬁweéf(}l:ﬂf\i Tari
Rasheed said on nesday that 80
plots of Green Enclave-1, Bara Kahu
would be handed over to the allottees

500,

Talking to media persons here, he
said that the development wark in

reen Enclave-T was going on at a
rapid pace.

e DG said the construction of the
connecting bridge between the project
from Angoori Road would also be
oum_lptm shortly
“The promise of possession of to
the allottees will be fulfilled soon The
contractor has been instructed to com-
plete the work of electricity, gas
ipeline and sewerage at the earliest”
e added.

The development work of the Green
Enclave-1 project, which had been
pending  since AFHI 2022, was
resumed last month INP

‘UN must implement
its resolutions on
Kashmir to restore its
lost credibility’

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (APHC-AJK) chapter held a
reception at its office in Islamabad in
the honour of the leaders of the
Kashmir Movement in UK, Europe.
Spain and Scotland, in which the
speakers demanded of the UN 1o
implement its resolutions on Kashmir
to restore its lost credibili E

Agcording to Kashmir Media
Service, the speakers said the
Kashmiris living, abroad are playing
their full role in highlighting the
Kashmir cause. ‘said India is
using every brutal tactic in illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir to sup-
press the Kashmiris' freedom move-
ment. They urged the international
community to take cognizance of the
grave human rights violations perpe-
trated by Indian troops in the occupied
territory. Tehreek-e-Kashmir UK
President Ra%a Faheem Kayani
Tehreek-¢-Kas| Scoilan

had exposed the Panama conspira-
cy.Addressing_a press conference
ere, she said that characters
behind that conspiracy Fushlod the
country towards multiple crises by
imposing an incompetent and
mefficient person at the helm

affairs. The minister said that the
solution of Pakistan's_probelms
lied only with Nawaz Sharif who
served = thrice as  Prime
Minister.“During  the Nawaz

Marriyum

Sharif era, the economy was stabi-
lized, he gave the people a gift of
China Pakistan ~ Economic
Commdor”, she said adding that
great injustice was dome fo the
Pperson who had done preat service
to_ the country “as prime
minister Taking a_jibe_at Imran,
she said the shadowy figures and
characters who were burning
country today, stood on the con-
tainer to stop the CPEC project in
2013-14 Marriyum  Aurangzeb
said on_that Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz Quaid Nawaz
Shanf was disqualified under a
conspiracy, IN

Eight die, several
injured in Lahore rain
related incidents

LAHORE: At least at least
peaple died and several others
injured in incidents of roof col-
lapse, electrocution after tor-
rential rain lash the city on
Wednesday.

Rescue  sources said that
three including a couple and a
minor child died when roof of a
house caved-in due to heavy
rain in Misri Shah area area

A youth was electrocuted to
death when high voltage power
line fell into rain water due to

area. In Raiwind, a
teenaper Wali Muhammad 14,
drowned to death in water
accumulated in vacant plot.

A 55-year old woman was
electrocuted to death at

ircular road area of the
provincial capital.In Hinjarwal
area, heavy rain electrified a
metallic item electrocuted 11-

year child o
youth identified as
Ehtisham was electro 1o
death in Baghbanpura area of
Rashidpura, Roof of a house
came down due to torrential
rain near Do Moria Pull result-
ing in injuries (0 thres peaple
Meanwhile, scores of peaple
were reported injured in rain
related incidents across Lahore

g
a

m}{ B
escue sources said that
three including a couple and a
minor child died when roof of a
house caved. e to heavy
rain in Misri Shah area area

A youth was electrocuted to
death when high voltage power
line fell into rain water due to
strong wind in Chungi Amar
Sidhu area, In Raiwind, a
teenager Wali Muhammad 14,
drowned to death in water
accumulated in vacant plot. INP

Torrential Rains: PM
directs Punjab govt to
take immediate measures

ISLAMABAD: Amid torren-
tial rains, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday
directed the Punjab government
to take immediate measures and
mobilise the rescue teams across
the province.

Coordinated efforts by the
district administration, Kescue
112 Provincial Disaster
Management Authority, munici-
pal and other departments
should be ensured, he said
adding that all possible meas-
ures should be taken 1o protect
the citizens’ lives, according to
a PM Office statement_

Premier  Shehbaz  Sharif
instructed the National Disaster
Management Authority
NDMA) and other federal

epartments 1o extend maximum
support_to the Punjab govern-
ment, if required

All necessary steps must be
taken to aware the citizens of

QUETTA:C

any emergency situation, chalk
out alternate ‘traftic |Pans and
make arrangements for proper
drainage, he maintained

The prime minister also
instructed to take preventive
measures in wake of the mon-
soon rains in other parts of the
country, besides asking the
NDMA and PDMAs to coordi-
mate for necessary arrange-
ments He said the all possible
steps should be taken to relocate
the people from villages to safe
locations besides saving their
cattle Similarly, he said all nec-
essary measures should be taken
w]?revem the urban flooding.

'™ _Shehbaz also directed to
mobilise the respective admin
trations of Gilgit Baltistan, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and other hilly
areas, besides instructing (o
keep the PM Office updated on
all the measures taken INP

authenncuy an accumc#'
Facr_:d water data. Therefor
i

3-day training of

Lead Trainers for

training of DROs,
ROs initiated

ISLAMABAD! A
three-day = Training of
Lead Trainers for the
training  of  District
Returning Officers
8.)1’\05) and Returning

fficers (ROs) for
upcoming general elec-
tions commenced at
Pakistan's_ Electoral
Academy for Democratic
Practices, Research and
Mana%emem éPADRM)
in cr ecretariat

lamabad on Wadnesd

ited and incomplete. We noted that Director General

of Japan’s nuclear-contami-  answer. Twel

re the conclusion is largely

Pakistan

RAWALPINDL Consul General of
the American Embassy in Lahore
William Makaneole has said that
Palastan has been and continues to be a
valued paitner of the United States.

This was stated by him during his visit
to Govemment Post Graduate College
Attock to attend an event as chief guest.

The training session
will conclude on July 7th,
2023, and 33 officers
from ECP will be trained
during this 3-day session

These Lead Trainers
will further impart train-
mgm 142 DROs and 859
ROs  from all four
provinces IN]

Directs flights
needed to
commence at
once for
economic
revival: Ahsan
Zafar

ISLAMABAD:
President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Indusl% (ICCT)
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawan
has said that Pakistan is
Wagﬁmg far behind the
waorld in the race of devel-
opment, which is mainly
due to the lack of connec-
tivity at the regional and
international level.

In a statement on
Wednesday, he  said,
“Pakistan “needs 1o be
connected to the region
through_ ral, road and
direct air links.
failed to connect Pakistan
to the world, the govern-
ment should announce a
fast-track privatization
program without wasting
maore money and capital
Despite its effective pres-
ence in various regional
and_ international blocs,
Pakistan has not yet been
able to benefit at the com-
mercial level Work is
required on an emergency
basis to start direct

flights.
%\hsan Zafar

Bakhtawari  said that
Pakistan has lagged far
behind in the race of
development at which the
world is moving forward.
In today's world, no coun-
try can develop alone, but
now interests can be pro-
tected through blocs and
regions and this is the
main source of economic
development.  Regions
like the European Union
and ASEAN are great
examples _in this regard.
These regions have accel-
erated economic growth
by improving.INP

w

rman Tokhi Foundation Haji Sharif Khan Khalji is addressing the cer-
emony organized on the oceasion of the Annual Foundation Day.

eputy Attock Rao Atif
Raza and Principal ernment Post
Graduate College Professor Majid
Bhatti 1 the d 1

lve years ago, Japan received supports

from all over the world in the wake of the Fukushima
nuclear accident TN

has been,

continues to be valued
partner of US: CG
Makaneole

and aur_paogle—lo—rleople ties are strong,
The United States has a broad, deep, and
long-term partnership with the people of
Punjab province in the fields of educa-
tion, economics, health, law, and
beyond The US Consulate Lahore is
looking forward to deepening and
expanding these relationships in the
COMINg years. aking on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner Attock Rao Atif
Ra)‘a Sulsl that we w:lwmcs\.:f_wl\lam

guest. i

Consul General William Makaneole
said that the US and Pakistan govern-
ments have partnered on many issues

PINDI: Khalid Ahad
with delegation held a meeting F
Muhammad Israr Tareen and officials

stresses ne

KARACHIL: Chairman of National
Business Group Pakistan, President
Pakistan and 1! I

, Advisor to

The visit of the US sul
General will further expand the dipl,
matic, commercial, mutal and cultural
relations between the two countries.
Culture plays an important INP

jan along-
‘ederal Minister for Defence Froduction,

of MoDP .

Business leader

ed to adopt

culture of savings

ble until the current savings rate is dou-
bled. The savings rate in Congo is 61.4

Forum, and All Karachi Indu
Alliance, and former provincial minister
Mian Zahid Hussain stressing the need
to adopt culture of savings has said that
lack snmus‘pn:\'cm investments and
Toans,
statement issued here on
‘Wednesday, he said that the formers
sovernment's efforts to develop the
economy resulted in a payment crisis
and this will happen again in the future.
Our growth depends entirely on
imports rather than axrons. always lead-
Ing to an unsustainable current account
deficit, he said Mian Zahid Hussain said
that 1t 15 necessary to foster a culture of
exports and sivings in the country to
ensure development without current
account deficit. He said that GDP
growth on a sustainable basis is impossi-

B

ISLAMABAD: For launching the
second phase of their flagship
SheMeans umnessg‘rﬁgram n Pakistan,
the Meta has jeined hands with the State
bank of Pakistan (SBP). the National
Institute of Banking & Finance
(NU_SAF? and Demo. Together, they aim
to digitally empower 500 women entre-

reneurs and other high value small
usinesses through training and access
to resources as well as networking
opportunities. .

The launching ceremony “The Digital
Bridge: Advancing Financial Inclusion
for Pakistan” was held this weelk. It was
attended by officials of the Ministry of
Commerce, Women Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, and other
prominent members of the telecommu-
nication, banking and business commus=
mity.Sima Kamil, Deputy Governor, SBP
who attended the launch, said, “Small
businesses play a crucial role 1o boost
the country’s economy. We are pleased
1o support Meta's initiative to empower

ercent, in it is 53.8 percent,
in the United Arab Emirates the savings
rate is 47.8 percent, in China it is almost
449 percent and in India and
Bangladesh it is between 30 and 31

cent,

this rate is only twelve percent which is
rapidly decreasing due to current nfla-
ton and unemployment, he said. The
business leader said that in 2007-2008,
the growth rate was 4.4 percent while
the current account deficit was fourteen
billion dollars_ In 2010-2011, the current
account was moved to a modest surplus
by reducing imports, bringing the
Emw'h rate down to 3 2 percent.In
2012-13 too, the growth rate was
reduced to 3.9% to bring the ourrent
account under control. The situation was
somewhat better from 2013 to 2018, but
in 2017-18, the growth.INP

Meta to digitally empower
500 women entrepreneurs,
other small businesses

more women entrepreneurs and small
businesses and help them scale their
businesses in Pakistan. We hope that the
knowledge they gain will also help them
tap into export markets " .

Beth Ann Lim, Meta's Director of
Policy Programs, said “At Meta, we are
committ support the economic
growth of Pakistan by empowering
small business owners, especially
women entrepreneurs, by upskilling
them in the digital space and helping
them develop their revenue peneration
streams. We thank SBP, NIBAF and
Demo, for the collaboration, and look
Fforward to working together towards our
collective goal of unfocking the poten-
tial of women-owned businesses and
creating a more equitable society™

Demo will select the new participants
of the program from Pakistan’s expori-
oriented chambers as well as the pool of
small business owners that participated
in  the i the
SheMeansBusiness. INP




