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CM Bizenjo congratulates

First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan
newly elected chairmen
and vice chairmen

BAP JUI F won
majority of seats in
final phase of LBs polls
in Balochistan

Sardar
ran
Ali

Manan M an |Iﬂkhml
M

UETTA

has emerged victorious in majority
districts in the final phase of local
bodies elections in the province. As
per unollicial results, the BAP has
won chairmen and depu
men seats in Dera Bu;
Magsi, Barkhan. Awaran,
Hub, Zhob, Ziarat, Loralai

However, this time an alliance
between Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam
(JUIy and Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awaini Party v has
waorked. The two parties” alliance
emerged successfully in winning
chairmen and deputy chairmen in
Chaman. Killa Abdullah, Pishin,

Sherani, Musakhail, Killa
Saifullah, Hamai districts of
Balochistan

BNP won
Noshki,
Gwadar and
Kharan seats

Balochistan  National  Party
(BNP) has won Noshki, Gwadar,

Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind ma
tained his position by winning the
elections  of district  Kachhi.
However, Balochistan _education
minister, Mir Maseebuallah Marri
also won district Kohlu's chairman
and deputy chairman seats.

chairmen seats in Khuzdar, Sohbat
. Sorab, Jaffarabad, Kech dis-
tricts of Balochistan.

Muhammad

Kharan  districts. ~ However, [ Similarly. Muhammad Hassani
National Party NI“) has won Khan Lehrl panel won district Washuk elections.
Panjgur, Kalat and M nsnun;, with

the support of political al

In &Ilm, hi, the Palmlan Penp\e‘
Party (PPP) has won, The party has
also won chairmen .'mJ deputy

in Naseerabad. Balochistan for
sweeps Irrigation, Muhammad Khan Lehei’s
pane\ won, In district Sibi, the Sardar

Naseerabad

Domki panel won the final phase of
local bodies elections

Jehangir Tareen’s
brother
commits suicide

Pakistan urges Sweden

to take legal action
against man for
desecrating Holy Quran

an Tlmrsdx\ passed a resolution
condemning the desecration of lhe

s despicable agt of the public
burmng of a copy of the holy book
in Stockholm on the occasion of
Eid ul Adha sparked worldwide
protests and out

An lragi man set a copy of the
sacred book ablaze outside a
mosque in the Swedish capital on
June 28,

Lawmakers
unanimously
pass
resolution,
express deep
distress over
incident.

e joint session of parliament -n:u.m

They emphaﬂ:.ed that
civilised society should permit 1
p u\uumon and disrespect of
under the guise of

The resolution was moved by
Federal Minister for Parliamentary
lhe

situation arisin,
tion of the HoFy Qunm in Swukn
in the joint sitting of parliament,
which was_chaired by National
Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf.

Pamamemanam from the -~m—

rreedom of ewcpras;mn
Joint session urges
int'l community to
take effective
measures agr.rinst
such incidents.

emment and th
expressed deep (||%ll€7\ om
incident, stating that Muslims
worldwide were profoundly hurt by
this disgraceful act

They urged the international
community to address this tragic
incident ‘and take effective

measures to prevent similar

S Y

oceurrences
“This House conde

desecration of the Holy Quran in
Sweden, The Swedish govern-
ment should take legal action

t_the person involved in
|f:'L ident,” read the resolu-
tion.

Moreover, the resolution
urged the Swedish government
to assure that such incidents will
nm take place in [ht. future

demanded

that

ents should

ML.E mcidenls

and dis-

esec uon of

s ||tua|s books
es Web Desk

r\mmnphobw
be dealt with
against other rel
approved the
sacred reli
and persona

CJ BHC dismays over non appointment
“doctor in Mach jail hospital

*| computer workshop and_literacy

Imran Sumalani

MACH Chief Justice
Balechistan High Court (BHC},
Mr. Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan
dismayed over the non-appoint-
ment of a doctor in the hospital
ward of the Lenual Jail Mach. The
mp judge of the province paid a

rise visit to the Mach Central
Jm on Thursday.

CJ BHC orders
solutions to
problems faced
by prisoners

On this occasion. the judge of the
F “ourt. rJustice
Zaheeruddin Kakar was also with
him. On reaching the Jail, the]all
adminisiration made the Chiel
Justice visit the various depart-

ks
and the available facilities.
he Chief Justice also inspected
the welding workshop. tailoring
workshop, ~ furniture * workshop,

ments of the Jml and durmg the
briefing, the Chief Justice met the
prisoners_ individually in the Jail
and inguired about their problems

center_in the jail premises and

|| appreciated the arrangements made

by the concerned staff for the edu-

| cation and training of the prisoners.

Prisoners in death
cells informed CJ
about their
concerns about
their appeals in the
Supreme Court

Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Nagem
Akitar Afghan said that the educa-
tion and training of prisoners. dur-
ing their release will be very help-
ful in playing the role of a respor-
sible citizen in society, which will
help them not only to improve their
lwes Rather, e able o

rt their families
uring the visit to the Machh

pnwn the prisoners in the death
nformed the Chicf Justice of

c congcern about their appeals
ﬁendmg in the Supreme Court_of

akistan for many vears not being
dealt with, whichthe Chief Justice
assured them that he would contact
the Chief Justice of Pakistan to hear
their appeals at the earliest

Justice Naeem
Akhtar Afghan
expresses §
atisfaction with the
cleanliness

of

was told that there is no doctor per-

manently posted in the ward and the
risoners have to refer 1o the civil
;:Dspwla\ for medical treatment

CJ orders the health
department to
appoint a doctor
in the Jail

Expressing non-satisfaction at the
non-appointment of a doclor in the
prisan hospital, he ardered that the
health department should be immedi-
alely coniacied for the permanent
appointment of a doctor and the perma-

The CJ BHC issued orders to the
Jail adminisiration to selve problems
of urgent nature faced by prisoners
languishing in one of the countrv’s
ancient i:rmtms Expressed satisfac-
uon with the cleanliness arrange-
ments in the jail, however, on the
occasion of visiting the jail ward, he

nent of a doztor should be
ensured as soon as possible Chief
Justice Balochistan High Court Mr.
Justice Nacem Akhtor Afghan also
inspected the library in Machh Jail. On
this oceasion, he said that the prisoners
are also a part of our society, reforming.
them and making them useful citizens
of the society is the need of the hour,

CM Bizenjo congratulates newly
elected chairmen and vice chairmen

Stall Reporter

QUETTA. Chief  Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo
has congra [u]atcd the newly elected
chairmen and vice chairmen during
the final phase of local bodies elec-
tions in the province.Mr. Bizenjo
took to the social media uet\wrk
Twitter and said that he was
delighted to witness the peaceful
conclusion of the final phase of

local  bodies L]LLHUH:: across
Balochistan. He said peaceful elec-
tions were. h«.ld in35 d\slrlus of the
province CM achisian  {he sollmou of pmb]ems faced by & success The elections were held

expressed the hope that [he newly
elected chairmen and vice chair-
men would play their due role in

5. the provincial
vernment made all necessa

in a peaceful aimosphere and no
v d
arrangements to make the elections

untoward incident was_reporte
from any part of the province,

Jehangir Tareen’s brother
commits suicide

Dawood Ahmed

Alamgir Tareen,
brother ~ of  se:
[f(»hlu:mn Jehang

areen committed sui-
cide on Thursday

Initially, police
sources ‘said Alamgir
allegedly committed sui-
cide at 'his residence in
Lahore’s Gulberg area
Later, the repors were
C rmed by Jahan

the
d

family nsrbsi cell crime scene. vacy. May his soul restin
“",&" i AT “Our thoughts and eternal peace.

i T ROhoc  prayers are with Mr SHO' Ghalib_Market

e e, ot é“" u.  Jareen's family  We Muhammad Irfan told

e detal’s will heaval™  roquest vou all diy  reporters that Alam the

able when they visit the

respect Tus fani

sp

allegedly shot h

The pelice official added
that the weapon was in
police custody and that
police liad cordoned oft
Alamgir’s Gulberg resi-
dence.

SHO Irfan said the
process of collecting evi-
dence was ongoing, and
said based on prelimi-
nary investigations, they
could not determine the
cause of the alleged sui-
oide

“The police will be
able to present a final
report with the facts and

reasons of the case after
inifial investigation is
completed,” he added

International court declares itself competent to hear
India-Pakistan dispute over power prOJects in held-Kashmir: FO

The Foreign Office (FO) said on Thursday it had received the decision
of the Per-manent Court of Arbi-tration — a non-UN intergovernmental
organisation located in The Hague — which declared the body competent
1o adjudicate on a dispute between Pak-istan and India over the construc-
tion of two hydroelectric projects in occupied Kashmir, pursuant to the
decades-old Indus Waters ‘?rcalv

The dispute pertains to concerns raised by Pakistan over India’s con-
struction of the 330-megawarr Kishanganga project on the Jhelum River
and plans to construct 850-MW Ratle project on the Chenab River in oceu-
pied Kashmir

“The Government of Pakistan is in receipt of the Award of the Court of
Arbitration, addressing its competence and the way forward on the dis-
outes between Pakistan and India concerning the Kishenganga and Ratle
ydroelectric Projects. and wider questions of the interpretation and appli-
cation of the Indus Waters Treaty,” the FO said in a statement today

The court had upheld its competence and determined that it would now
move forward to address the issues in dispute, I|IE statement addes

Tt also mentioned that the Indus Waters Treat 4 foundational agree
ment_between Pakistan and India ol walel sharing” and that “Pakistan
remains fully committed to the treaty’s implementation, including its dis-
pute settlement mechanism™.

the

“We hope that India would also implement the treaty in 5uu<l faith,”
FO said Pakistan initiated the legal proceedings on Aug 19, 2016, by
requesting the establishment of an ﬁghuc arbitration wun purwam to
Article IX of the Indus Waters Treaty

In its decision today. the arbitration court gtam‘l that the World Bank
confirmed receiving the request on August

It noted that Pakistan sought the 1rb|lra:mn court’s intervention 10
resalve issues concerning the interpretation or application of various parts
, oOf the treaty governing the design or operation of run-of-river hydroclec-
uu. lants on the Indus, Thelum, and Chenab Rivers and their tributaries

e country took this. step. after strenuously raising its concerns in the
Ptrmancm Indus Commission starting in 200 for the Kishanganga proj-
ect and in 2012 for the Ratle project and then 5.:ekm5 resolution in gov-
emment-level talks held in New Deelhi in July 2015, Pakistan’s decision to
® initiate proceedings is in response to India’s persistent refusal to address
Islamabad’s concems

The treaty provides for two forums for settling the disputes — the court
of arbitration. which addresses legal, technical and systemic issues; and
the neutral expert, which addresses only technical issues

Pakistan requested the es[ab]lshmem of the court of arbitration because
of systemic questions requiring legal interpretation. Web Desk
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Al and Climate Change

completely missing in
Balochistan budget

The future is all about the Artificial Intelligence (Al). The Al has the poten-
tial to significantly impact education and transform the learning experience for

students

across the globe

Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive support to

students These systems can assess students’ knowled,

ness, and offer tarzeted guidance and resources to hel
rxperts say the AL has so far taken mere baby steps, Still a lot needs to be
done, The Al is going to dominate education, politics, economy etc. in the

future.

No word of Al in the Balochistan Budget
Despite i1s need and importance, the Balochistan government has not allocat-

ed a single penny for the AT

e. identify areas of weak-
elp them i improve.

its financial budget for the year 2023-24. The

provincial government allocated more than Rs 100 billiens for primary, middle
and higher education sector. The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al

Besides AL the government has not focused on the looming threat of climate
change Balochistan, the country’s areawise largest provinee is prone to all nat-
ural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and climate

change

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Climate Change and more than Rs.73 billions

for C&W department

The government allocated Rs 71 crore rupees to tackle the climate change,
whereas. more than 73 billion rupees were allocated for the communication and
works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most of
the amount is likely 1o go inte some narrow pockets

Promotion of Al education pravides an opportunity to our students 10 cam-
pete on national and international levels lIts promotion can open new vistas of
opportunities for our students

However, investment in the

ate change department is extremely neces-

sary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastating
floods last year played havoc across Balochistan and life was completely para-

I¥zed for a month.

The provincial government needs to change its priorities when it comes to Al
and climate change since the former offers opportunities and the latter poses a
serious threat to human life

Smoke, mirrors

and state assets

he Inter-
Governmental
Commercial
Transactions

T

enacted last year and b
been recently put mm
effect by granting a con-
oesemn Fm certain berths
at Kare
based Jnlljl venture.

The 2022 Act states in
the very preamble (hal it
has been enacted to pro-
vide a mechanism to carry
out commercial transac-
tions under an_inter-gov-
ernmental framework
agreement {0 promoie,
attract, and encourage for-
eign states to have eco-
nomic and business rela-
tions with Pakistan

he important_element
of the 2022 Act is that it
allows the federal govern-
ment of Pakistan to,
amonk others,

sell and

This is because there are
no pravisions which man-
date the federal govem-
ment o seek a neufral val-
uation of the state assets or
the rights attached thereto
which are the subject of
the business agreement
under the eovemnment-to-
govemment (G2G) frame-
work agreement. There is
also no condition to com-
plete due diligence of the
relevant state asset (which
will allow the faderal gov-
emment greater insight
into, among others. the
financial health of the rele-
vant state asset). Further,
there is no requirement to
undertake a cost-benefit
analysis of the relevant
commercial arrangement
with the foreign state
(including  to  analyze
whether such |ransm:nun
under the G2G framework
agreement is more benefi-
cial to  Pakistan than,

where seeking

nlher COBIFACLS in res :ecl
of state-pwned assets, The
2022 Act has been enacted
in_a broad-brush manner
with a provision which
allows, but does not man-
date, the federal govem-
ment o make rules Tor car-
rying_out th:‘ purpose of
the 02

hile lhe 2022 Act may
prove pivotal for the feder-

government in the short
term to raise finance and
establish busmess rel"monr
ships with other he
principles of a‘wumulnh-
fy, faimess, and trans-
parency expected of com-
mercial transactions
mvolving state assets seem
to have been overlooked in
the 2022 Act.

private sector participation
through standard. procure-
ment, public private part-
nerehxp mode, and privati-
zation, or otherwise the
continued ownership, can-
trol, and‘or management
by the federal povernment
itself).
If anything, the 2022
Act works against the prin-
ciples of accountablity,
farmess, transparency, am
ue process. This is

becaus: not only dces (I\e

Junisdictis uﬁhe :.uum m
enterta rocesdings
under the 2022 Act (which
\s cqnleslab le), it further
0 override other
a]gspln.ab]e laws including
rivatisation

Commission  Ordinance,

2000, and the Public
Procurement  Regulatory
Author rdinance,
2002, and immohilizes
established  institutions
such as the Prvatisation
Commission  and  the
Public Procurement
Regulatory Authority

rather than rely on their
expertise for transactions
falling under the 2022 Act.
The 2022 Act further
seeks 1o provide impunity
from inquiry and investi-
gation for commercial
transactions falling under
the 2022 Act unless there
exists evidence of personal
monetary gamn with cor-
roborative evidence of link
ween such monetar ;y
gan to the undue bene

the agreement.
problematic ~ with an
impact is_at least
twofold First, without an
nquiry or_investigation,
evidence of monetary gain
and undue benefit does not
very often become avail-
able or accessible. This
will likely give rise to a
catch-22 situation where
evidence is required to
commence inquiry and
investigations, but such
evidence cannot be gath-
ered unless an inquiry and
investigation has in fact
lﬁkEH place Second, m a
transaction, it is
unllke\v that the parties —
- povernment-owned
entity or the govemment
themselves — will gain
sonal monetary gain or
undue benefit It is rather
the agents and office bear-
ere u the relevant govem-

e vety

Hanna Urak, lush green
valley attracts tourists from
across Pakistan

When man first be;
to explore the worl
the Almighty, his mp
three desires have been
for flowing water, blow-
ing air_ flowering flora,
and pleasing  serenity
Historic_ Hanna Urak
Valley, Quetta is home ©
all four of these elements

One has the impression
that he is enjoying life in
the hereafier and that
Allzh has given him a
Flece of land as the prize
for_his good acts while
sitting beside the crystal
clear water that cascades
down from the enigmatic
rugged mountains.

Urak valley, a
picturesque
landscape
surrounded by
rugged
mountains

Urak Valley, a place of
picturesque ~ landscape
surrounded by uneven
mountains in the Quetta
district of Balochistan
province, has a popula-
tion of about 240

The Hana Lake, which
was established hy the
British, is close to Urak
Valley, which is 20 kilo-
meters from Quetta. The
end of it has a small
waterfall that serves as
the entry to the nearby
Wali Tangi Dam

It is the ancestral home
of the Pashtun Kakar
tribe, who are renowned
for their kindness, brav-
ery, and ]mcpltahty High-
quality apple trees are
grown here, and they are
exported 1o a number of
nations.

Daily 15,000 to
20,000 tourists
visit Hanna
Urak

Hanna Urak Valley
now has the distinction of
being the only tourist
point in Balochistan with
a\'ela‘r,e daily &ml; nf
betw 000
10.000 munm The moq(
have ever been

recorded at any  of
Balochistan’s tourist
poInEs

According o Mr
Mohammad™ Yunus, the
landlord in the Hanna

valley, “around fifieen o
twenty thousand people
from throughout the
country and  parts ul
Balochistan _ rush
Hanna Urak Valley daﬂ)
to observe the natural
beauty

We have a deep con-
nection to this place, and
we always abide by the
golden rules of hospitali-
ty when visitors armve in
Gur valley B

‘ou cannot avoid visit-

ing Hanna Valley at least
once if you are travelin;
o Quetta, the provincial
capital of Balochistan

“We are tired of
tough dai]y
schedules™. schedules™, tourists tourists

“Tired of our busy
schedule and daily rou-
ting, we spare time and
visit Quetta 10 experience
scenic  Urak \.alle)
“Usman Ancu a
dent of the Landhi area o\
Karachi said.

he environment is

sing; the people are
Tiendly unlike some of
the péople of northern
areas. nf the country
where not onla prices of
the  commodities  are
raised manifold during
the tourist season, but
;xiuns(s are too maltreat-

Hamza
i, narrating the
of the valley said
that before Pakistan came
into being, our angestors
had inked Mol with the
British rulers regarding
the provision of water to
the cantonment estah-
lished adjacent to the
Hanna Valley. The British
Army  stationed  at
Cantonment was charged
per gallon

However, he noted that
“after the Independen
of PH}«ISI.I!H elders of the
valley including Malik
Slkandar Khan, Malik Taj
Mohammad, Faji J\bdu'{
Rahim Sarngzai and oth-
ers met the then governor
and agreed 1o Continue

pmwdmi, fresh water free
of cost. “This lmdmon
continues till day
Our love for our home-
land Pakistan
President and  Field
Marshal Ayub Khan visit
Hanna Urak. During his
visit  in 1965, he
announced 1o hul]d of a
dam for the area’s people.
He fulfilled his promise
and the “Wali Tanki
Dam” was built that
nc‘Fed store the water
irrigate the agricul-
tural land.
“My father Malik
hulam Mohammad
Sarangzai was the first
member of the Pakistan
Peaple’s
Balochistan,” 'he said
adding that we still havea
membership card issued
by Zulfiqgar Bhutto with
his ovm handwriting
han for-
mer Co\mcﬂor of Hanna
Valley, said, “Provincial
govermment wails for the
scarcity of funds but do
not pay heed to the
tourism’ sector especially
developing the biggs
tourist point  of the
rovince Hanna Urak,”
y allocating a_sizable
budget for the develop-
ment of tourist points, it
could generate millions
of rupee only from Hanna

Valley
As ill luck
would have it,
like other parts
of the province,
Sfloods in 2022
caused havoc
in the Hanna
Valley as well.

“The recent flash
floods  devastated 100
percent of apple orchards
and agricultural land,
swept away road and
other infrastructure, Mr
Yunus landlord of Hanna
said

As road infrastructure
it takes two

01 ch the Hanna
valley from the entrance
which used to take 30

minutes, he said lament-
ing that (despite the pas-
sage of eight months, nei-
ther_compensation 10 the
viclims were given nor
steps  were laken 1o
restore  the damaged
mfmslmclure

We had, on our own,
established small hotels,
swimming pools, parks.
and other edible ﬁpmi 10
attract the toutists,” The

effort was aimed at gen-
erating revenue for the
local community but after
the floods. it shut com-
pletely leaving the area
people in dismay

Mr. Ibrahim JUI leader
in the valley also seemed
disappointed  in the
response of the authori-
ties concerned 10 restore
tourist activities since it
has been at a standstill
after the floads destroyed
everything,

“In the aftermath of a
catastrophe that hit the
province in June 2022
agricalture, apple
orchards, and small busi-
ness are no more there 1o
support the local conmmu-
nity of Hanna Valley,” It
is the responsibility of the
provincial government to
take the issue seriously
and initiate rehabilitation
process on war-footing,

The concerted efforts,
in this conneclnun would
nol only ease issues faced
by the’ local mmmuml}
but also generate revenue

for the provingial Y.
Balochistan
Spokesperson Babar

Yusufzai when contacted
reaffirmed the govem-
ment’s resolve to resusci-
tate tourism in the
province. “Government is
well cognizant of the
issues faced by the people
of the valley. The rehahil-
itation process is under-
way and we are striving
hard to complete it as
soon as possible.”

About Hanna Valley,
he assured that strenuous
measures would be put in
place to restore the dam-
aged road infrastructure.

‘e will leave no stone
unturned to revive the
hustle and bustle of the
tourists at the historic
Hanna valley,

Secretary’ of Tourism
and Culture Manzoor
Hussain said Balochistan
tourism is characterized
by diversity in the fields
of tourism

Balochistan has been
specially blessed in terms
of tourism. There are
beautiful sites and 1
request people from the
country and  outside
Pakistan, o visil
Balochistan and enjoy the
beauty of nature and
ensure  investment in
Ba\u«.h]slan

“The resource alloca-
tion for tourism must
have a government of
Balochistan’s priority; he
said adding that the gov-
ernment is trying to equij
the picnic points with all
sors of facilities and pay
special heed to Hanna

rak and other tourist
points in the provinee.

With a rich historical
history and the distinction
of being the most popular
tourist destination  in
Balochistan, the govern-
ment must address the
thtem: affecting  the
local population and initi-
ate massive development

initiatives in order to
revive tourism in the
region

Who will

Pakistan 15 caught in
the vortex of multiple
crises: economic, politi-
cal, governance  and
institutional. The politi-
cal discourse has become
increasingly divisive and
intolerant and the trust
deficit between people

and state institutions
reac]wed new lows

The threat of terrorism
is getting worse. And
there are major geopolit-
ical shifts, with China
and the US competing
or influence  an

resources, uitin
Pakistan in a difficult
position, However, the

most acute, most impor-
tant_and most challeng-
ing issue is the crisis of
palitical leadership

say politics 1s the
art of making possible
what is necessary. In
politics is the
art of acquiring the seat
of power by any means
possible and holding on
o n for as long as possi-

Political  leadership
does not mean winning
elections, holding large
jalsas, having ~ street
power or the art of
wheeling and dealing. It
does not even mean
being informed or having
technical and manage-
ment skitls

eadership requires
empathy more than any:
thing else. It reguire: 5
wvision with the abihty
see into the future, md-
ing and \mplememmg
solutions  to  complex
problems. It means
developing future leaders
by empowering, encour-
aging and opening the
doors for all who want to
enter the political arena
It means to be at the fore-

front when it 15 time to
sacrifice and at the end
of line when it is time for
personal material gains
Do we see anyone
meeting these criteria
among the current ruling
class”  Even  though
Pakistan _has  been
blessed with an abun-
dance of  natural
resources, it has never
had strong political lead-
ership_ The question is,
why is that so?
answer lies in what the
late Kofi Annan said,
“Politics is too important
to be left only to politi-
cians emOCTacy
depends on lively partic-
ipation ¢ of organized
society in political life.”
In Pakistan platforms
like trade unions and stu-
dent unions which were
once used for organized
r)']fil(:lp'lhun in politics
training
grﬂund; for people at the
grassroots level to under-
Stand and educate them-
selves about the issues
and then enter main-
stream politics — were
y and system-
atically_dismantled very
carly. Of course, dicta-
tors had a role in this but
even during civilian rule,
the trend was not
reversed. In fact all polit-
ical parties/leaders hap-
pily continued the pol
&k of dictators in this

mafter.
These Lalfurms were
replaced i0s and

chanlv fwellare organiza-
tions which were pohiti-
cally impotent and pro-
mofed the narrative that
‘doing good’ can only be
done through Lhanr} “and
that this is the solution to
the country’s problems
The local government

lead Pakistan?

system which acts as the
springboard for entry
into politics at the grass-
roots level has “been
made completely inef-
fecive. The result i1s
what we are seeing now
— a politically “haive
people gullible tor pop-
ulist slogans, emotional
narratives and a_target
for misuse of ﬁlous
sentiments. Ins of
having confidence in
their strength, they wait
for a strong man who
will save them from the
clutches of some vague,
ill-defined evil forces
Thus a_populist leader
who offers simple solu-
tions to complex prob-
lems and makes empty
|hre1:s o pemew\ed ene-
mie: noas 4 messi-
ah This is whet hap.
pened in the past few
years and has culmimated
"::)ZHW events of May 9,

So, where do we go
from' here? The short-
term goal 1s fo get uut uf
the economic mess
are in. We all knawwha{
needs to be done but is
not being done becaus
i5 contrary to the inter-
ests of most so-called
leaders_ If there ever was
a country in dire need of
an honest and sincere
Folmeal leadership, it is
akisian

Pakistan needs &
leader who is willin
become a role model for
the rest by giving up all
perks, ma tough eco-
decisions which
adversely affect
him/her and who can
stand on the moral high
ground. A nation increas-
ingly burdened by infla-
tion, poverty and jobless-
ness will Stand behind

z

such a leader and may be
willing to forgive the
past excesses

But this will require
making tough decisions,
starting a pathway, for an
inclusive economic sys-
tem, where all share the
fruits of good times as
» osses
incurred when the econo-
3 in the best
shape. No nation can
become great where only
a few are wealthy while
the rest struggle to just
survive.

The long-term goal
should be to increase
human capital, without
which progress 1s not
ossible. he forld
ank  report the
Pakistan Human Capital
Review documents

and quantifies the coun-
try’s human capital cri-
sis. Pakistan’s Human
Capital Index (HCT) 15
which is lowest in
the region. The South
Asian res wn 's average |s
0.48 watl nglades|
046 and T\ap at 049
Even the most economi-
gally advantaged gfoups
akistan have lower
HCI compared to peer
countries.
According  to  the
World Bank; “if Pakistan
improves both its human

capital and its use of

human capital . its GDP
er capita could rise by
4 per cent” For that it
has to control population
growth, increase invest-
ment in education and
healtheare and empower
women increasing their
participation in the
market, Developin;
human capital needs
comprehensive  plan
beyond laptop schemes,
scholarship programmes,

Ls there a leader who 1s
up to this challenge? Is
there someone who has
empathy for millions in
this country whose lives
are no befter than ani-

mals — who has the
vision and ability to find
solutions  to  complex
problems? Is there some-
one who is confident
enough to not be threat
ened by new emery
leaders and who Wi
open the doots of oppor-
tunity for them? Is there
someone  willing  to
change the economic
structure so all stake-
holders reap the bene
and become the rol
model Fnr that? Who will
lead by E‘calr?l —
wmtunc who will sacri-
fice their personal inter-
ests for the greater good?

History has pul this
burden on the shoulders
of the current leaders of
state institutions, the
men who hold the future
of this munln. n [hmr

ey negot
ate thmuul\ llm comple!(
maze of problems and its
outcome will determine
their place in history.

The current generation
of politicians is also sit-
ting at a eritical juncture
in history. They, with
their collective wisdom,
can help the nation cross
this dangerous river and
]cavc a pruud legacy for

he pwf e. Is this possi-
hle Will Pakistan see its
100th anniversary as a
new emerging power, a
beacon of peace, a guid-
ing light for those coun-
trigs sm.gym o make
1t in this complex world?

ris this just wishful
thmkmg“ Only fime will

The false narrative

elling state
companies is a
bad idea. But

espite failing
repeatedly in practice this
idea has resurfaced in the
2023-24 budget propos-
als, which say that next
vear the government

will raise Rs96 billion
by selling state compa-
nies. )

So, what’s going on
here” Why do our eco-
nomic managers wish to
peddle state’ companies
when they should be
fighting our real prob-
lems, which are poverty,
illiteracy. child malnutri-
tion and_unemployment?
You might think it's
bcua_u H,llmu ‘loss-
making’ state companies
look

makes them
tough-minded
earnestly fighting budget
eficits. That's surely part
of the answer But the
bigger picture, | would
argue, is ideclogical 1t's
their false belief that
‘business 1s not the busi-
ness of the state’. Why
alse” Because we have
several decades worth of
world experience show-
s otherwise.
ow then should we
push back against these
managers? It is tempting
10 show that lhu Wnc ina
fantasy world, t Turk-
ing behind the:r |deoln y
15 a faulty premise, which
raises doubts about their
competence — and their
connection with reality.
But the bigger problem
‘with selling state compa-
nies is that it's all wrong
on the ments. So, for
now, let’s put aside ideal-
ogy. Let's ask instea
whether state companies
are really a fiscal disas-

ter? And whether, as the
rivatization
Commission says on its
website, they burden the
national budget, burdm
the poor peoph that
ael]mg them ealvas.es the
thr nu_\_x.'\]\
lucing state subsidies?
Now, the truth is that
this much-hyped story-
line that all state compa-
nies are a burden on the
budget s  completely
falu Bu{ it has wnlcg in
ihe people’s minds abet-
l})’\ea complicit media.
[ha[ may be the reason
why a loss-making state
company. PIA. makes up
the usual headlines, while
%mﬁtabla companies like
il and Gas Development
Cmnorahuﬂ [Lole] gund
Pak Petroleum (PP) are
sacrificed on the
Privatization
Commission’s altar with-
out anyone noticing the
difference
To illustrate this point,
that there is a huge gap
between what the people
think about the perform-
ance of state companies
that it is poor — and
the reality, 1 give you evi-
dence from the latest PP
and  OGDC  annual
repons The first thing
see is_that we, the
Deople of Pakistan, ewn
about two-thirds of both
companies. But the espe-
cally notable aspect is
the outstanding perform-
ance of these companies,
and their enormous prof-
us )eﬂr after vear after
PP’s after-tax
jear was Rs54
it put Rsds
bi in_the national
kllly m taxes alone. In the
past six years its cumula-
tive profit was Rs299 bil-

mft Im
m.un an

lion. There's more, and it
further strengthens our
case:_last yaar 0GDC
contributed Rs207 billion
to the national kitty, and
Rs821 billion in the Jast
six years., These are colos-
aa\ amounts, To put them
perspective, consider
lhls the Rs230 billion the
two companies gave to
the government last year
is about 70 per cent of the
cost of servicing our
external debt; it exceeds
BISP’s expense by Rs79
billion. And it is" ample
rool that the
Privatization
Commission used a false
gl\,\usa to sell 644 million
shares of s a
result, just 67 per cent of
|L is now left in our own-

o might expect that
in view of this the
Privatization
Commission will pause
and relent. But no. It
sticks to its guns insisting
that selling state compa-
nies would do  great
things for our country,
But foolhardiness aside,
it's important to realiz
that the case for selling
state companies is clearly
wrong on the merits.

Likewise, the ideclogi-
cal " premise of selling
m anies s
flawed, which brings me
to the manlm that “busi-
ness is not the business of
the state,” aka free-market
capitalism. Now, e
nomic historians will tell

vou that 1l s never
een the case. Not one of
today’s Western econom-
ic powers practised froe-
market capitalism _during
its development. Take for
example France. Hs state
created “national
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Chinese company adds
visitors’ attraction to
picnic spot in Hala

ISLAMABAD:  Pak
Matiari-L ahone
Transmission

(PMLTC) has funded lhe
wnstallation of a refired F-
fighter jet to enhance
the appeal of the Mehran
Paradise picnic point 1n
Hala town, Matiari dis-
trigt, Sindh
This was announced by
Syed Gulfam Kazmi,
airman of the Civil
Society Sindh (Hala), an
organisation dedicated to
improving tourist facili-
ties at the famous picnic
spot on the banks of the

River Indus, Gwadar Pro

reported on Thursday
PMLTC, owned by a

Chinese electric power

company,  constructed
Pakistan's  first High
Voltage Direct Currént
(HVDC)  transmission

Imc lxelwecn Matiari and

kazlm informed
Gwadar Pro that PMLTC
contributed Rs900,000 to
the installation of the
retired fighter jet. wlm.h
was donate:
Pakistan Air Force.

He also stated that

Chinese officials from
PMLTC are expected o
wisit Mehran Paradise and
announce further support
for improving Facilifies at
this popular recreational
spat

As a token of apprecia-
tion for their support, the
Civil bout.? esented a
shield 1o 2 Ehl.’mi offi-
cial from PMLTC. The
China-made F-7 fighter
cts, & symbol of China-
{’aklslan defense cooper-
ation, have long served in
the Pakistan Air
Force INP

CPEC inclusive platform
for third parties to benefit
from investment
opportunities: FO

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Thursday
reiterated that being an
important node in cross
regional  connectivity,
China Pakistan Economic
orri ) was an
inclusive open plat-
form for interested third
parties to benefit from
investment _apportunities
in its prierity areas like
industry, agriculture. IT,
science and technelogy
and mJ zmd a3 sector
1 Office
Mumtaz
h

§) \kes er,on
}ama ? a\mh
briefing.

week {
said _that bmh T‘ak\slﬁn
and China remained com-
mited 1o continued

1_an

It PEC to promote
win-win  connectivity,
development and mutual

pra r|I
will continue to
push forward all CPEC
pri dIL s in a safe, smooth,
and high-quality manner,
promoun;.hcoopemuon in
areas such as economy
and trade, investment,
industry, agriculture,
health, “and science and
technology,” she

remarke
She said Pakistan and
China were celebrating
the 10th anniversary o
CPEC which was an
important pillar of the all-

weather strategic cooper-
al}\‘\e partnership with

The  spokesperson
recounted that the people
of Pakistan had witnessed
the remarkable ac|
ments and fruits of h
qualit develo?‘mem
stimulated

:mce its inauguration in

Umigr the first phase
of CPEC, China invested
around UIS$ 25 4 billion
in Pakistan, primarily in

energy  an transporl
infrastructure %c\ors
CPEA have

added anol) MWs of
energy to the national
grid; 510 km of high-

km of road
networks, and 820 km of
Optical Fiber Line. It has
abw

created  about

tion in Indian IHL;HII\
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, the spokesper-
son said the people were
prevented from partici-
pating in the Eid festivi-
ties as the occupation
authorities barred the Eid
rayers at the historic

Srinaga
af the Jamia Masjid and
prominent  Kashmiri

leader, Mirwaiz Umar
Farpog, remains under
arbitrary house arrest
since August 2019,

“For aver 200 Fridays.
he has not been able to
address the Friday con-

gregations from the Jamia
Ma‘{xd s pulpit. We urge
he Indian authorities to
set Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
free and bring an end to
the resirictions imposed
on Kashmiris that prevent
them from freely practic-
ing their relizion ”

“She told the media that
the seveml\ martyrdom
anniversary of iconic
Kashmiri vouth leader
Burhan Mizaffar Wani
would be observed on

Wy
“While paying homage
to him as the voice of the
indigenous m.uium
maovement of  the
Kashmiri peaple, we once
sain urge the
overnment of India to
bring an end to extra-
judicial ~ killings  and
desist from_indiscrimi-
nate use of force a;,amsl
the Kashmiri people,”
spokespersan demanded
Highlighting the diplo-
matic activities took
place during the previous
week, the spokesperson
Mumtaz Baloch = men-
tioned Prime Minister
Mohammad INP

QU ETTA.JuIyDG» Minister for Home and Tribal Affairs Mir Zia Lango
ate in the protest outside press club against the desecration of

Haoly Quran in Sweden.

Still reeling from heavy
showers, Lahore
receives second
spell of rains

LAHORE: Different
areas of Lahore are expe-
riencing a second spell of
rainfall in as many days,
and the Met office has
forecas: hesvy raintall in
the city to

Rk s . TEhrE,
Model Town and Wahdat
Colony of the Punjab
capital are receiving lizht
rain, while light showers
are being reported in
Faisal own.  Barkat
Market and Gulberg

The areas of Kot
Lakhpat, Township,
Ghaziabad, Nishtar

g rainfall, as “the city
Temains  overcast  on
Thursday morning.

An incident of roof col-
lapse has been reported in

the Chungi Amar Sidhu
area, as  per rescue
sources
They added that the
roof had been weakened
due to torrential rain in
the city a day before
Rescue efforts have been
started in the area
Meanwhile, the Water
and Sanitation Agency
staff has been put on alert
in view of the torrential
showers in Lahore. The
WASA mana; "n% director
has ordered that the
screens of all disposal
stations of the agency
should be kept cles
Ghufran Ahmed has
said generators should be
kept on standby £
our additional suction
5 have been
uma led for the drainage

of rainwater from Kalma
Chowk Underpass
All the underpasses
and main roads will be
cleared of rainwater
Hmuedlxlalv the
Rehmanpura,
]chhm Maodel Town and
Wahdat Colony of the
Pui {ah capital are receiv-
ht rain, while light

owers are being report-
cd in Faisal Town, Barkat
Market and Gulberg

The areas of Kot
Lakhpat, Township,
Ghaziabad, Nishtar
Colony and Chungi Amar
Sidhu are also experienc-
ing rainfall, the city
remains reast  on
Thursday morning

An incident of roof col-
lapse has been reported in
the Chungi INP

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
chairs a meeting before the groundbreaking ceremony of mega development
projects for Torghar and Buner districts. Torghar.

PTI chief gets one-day
exemption from appearance
in Toshakhana case

ISLAMABAD:A  session’s
court in Islamabad on Thursday
accepted PTI Chairman Imran
Khan’s plea for personal exemp-
tion from the Toshakhana case
hearing, ordering his appearance
hefore the court lomorrow
(Friday). :

According to media repors,
the court granted an exemption
to the former premier after his
counsel Gohar Ali Khan told
Additional Dlslrh,t and Sessions
Judge Humayun Dilawar that his
client was due to appear before
the Lahore High Court and
requested the court to fix any
date for htarmg after July 10,

the request for
extended exemption, the court
granted PTI chief Imran Khan a

Rawalpindi implements ‘no
helmet, no fuel’ policy

“With this decision, people bike. It's an essential safety
will realize that helmets are nec-  measure”

essary to save lives. By wearing The decision to enforce "No
helmets, they demonsirate their Helmet No Petrol is driven by
senslb]hty and commitment to  the alarming realization that
abldmu l:]! the law,” he added head injuries sustained during

ing to an official press motorcycle  accidents, even

rele:x:e to ensure adherence to  minor Gnes, can prove fatal
helmets, petrol pumpv are being With this in mind, authorities
secretly monitored d_special teams to

Taimoor Khan added, that trict implementation
legal action will b:. IELLH against  of the policy.

The  guestions  included
“whether 1 ecom%aml has been
filed on behalf of ECP by a duly
authorised person”, “whether
the decision of ECP dated
21.10.2022 is a valid authorisa-
tion ta any oflicer of ECP to file
A complaint’ hether the
question of authorisation is a
question of fact and evidence
and can be ratified subsequently
during course of proceedings.”

The other questions framed
for the trial court judge are relat-
ed to technicalities In his ver-
dict, the THC chief justice had
observed that the ‘rial court
judge did not address these
questions and dealt with this
case in a “very cursory and
shoddy manner” INP

day-long  exemption  while
instructing his counsel to ensure
the former prime
presence in court the l'o\]ov.lnL
day The sessions court took uj
$h s oo Eranday s cogle o
days after the Islamabad High
Chief Justice Aamer Faraox
overturned the ruling of the loca
court against Tmran’s challenge
to the maintainability of the
Toshakhana case and remanded
the case back to the trial court to
re-examine the matter within
seven days The THC chief jus-
tice also asked the sessions court
1o keep in view eight legal ques-
tions he framed to decide main-
tainability of the reference,
based on an ECP complaint for
concealing state gifts.

RAWALPINDI The district
administration Rawalpindi has
implemented a zero-tolerance
0l mi known as “No Helmet No
‘etral”, directing petrol pumps.
o not $up]||y fuel to motorcy-
clists without helm

Now, motorcyclists without
helmets cannot buy fuel as fill-
ing stalion owhers
Rawalpindi have bee
not to refuel motorcycles whose

riders are not wearing helmets petrol  pumps upplying These teams, equipped with
The inifiative aims to instill a  petrol to molom\'c]e nders with-  the authority to issue challans
culture of responsible riding and  out helm (tmmc violation fines), will not
safeguard ~ the citizens of Mom mlh displaying ban-  only penalize violators at peirol
‘ndl from lhe perils of ners ar petrol pumps, written pumps but also monitor the

rom read e issued roads for compliance.In the past

orders have also
ne motore:

clist who was
ied petrol due to not having a
Iu.lmu stated, “T forgot the hel-
met at home, but | now realize
how crucial it is for riding a

24 hours alone, Rawalpindi
police has issu 4 challan
tickets to motorcyclis t
without helmets. ‘Motoreyelists
without helmets NP i

ef T ffic Officer (CTO)
Taimoor Khan stated that this
policy would create a significant
impact on the general public

PARC, KOPIA
working together in
various research
projects: Dr
Ghulam Ali

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Agricultural
Research Council (PARC) Dr. Ghulam Muhamma,
Ali has said that Pakistan and Republic of Korea are
working together in different research projects
(potata seed, chili and fodder crop production tech-
nologies) under PARC and Korea Program on
International Agriculture (KOPIA). The oulcome of
these projects will boost the production and quality
of these crops and PARC highly acknowledged this
cooperation from Government of Korea Chairing
the 5th Meeting of Project Planning and Steering
Committee of ROPIA-Pakistan Centre at National
»\gm.uhura] Research Center, Islamabad on
Thursday, the Chairman PARC emphasized that this
cooperation may be extended to livestock sector and
sex Semen technology also. He assured close coop-
eration to Korean counterparts from PARC and
appreciated people of Korea for different INP

IHC extends Qureshi,
Asad Umar’s interim bail

ISLAMABAD: Canadian High Commi
Federal

SHANGHAI:China-

sioner Le:
ister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazir Tarar.

Industry  Chain

Two robbers
held by citizens
handed over to

police after

sound thrash

KARACHI: Two robbers caught
by citizens during a robbery on
Thursday were handed over to
police after sound thrash

According 1o details, the citi-
zens caught two robbers near
Nazimabad No 7 Karachi

Annayed over street crimes, the
citizens brutally tortured the rob-
bers leaving  them critically
injured

Later, police reached the scene,
free the injured robbers from cus-
tody of citizens and moved them 10
hospital for treatment. INP

Electricity, gas
outages: Protest at
Maripur Road
enters second day

KARACHI: The protests of
Karachi citizens against prolonged
electricity and gas outages entered
the second day on Thursday and
the Jno[eqmn blocked Maripur
Roa

A hr e number of pmlealom
blocLed'LMan.\ur Road for 1
ond day which disrupted ﬂu. flow
of traffic on the arterial road
Heavy traffic coming from the
Karachi Port was also trapped due
o l]h: closure of both tracks of the

5

Ihe wraffic police said on its
Twitter_handle that the traffic is
being diverted to Mirza Adam to
Miran Naka, ICI to G Allana Road
whereas, heavy traffic is bein
lined-up to Mochko, Truck Adda
and Jackson Market INP

24,341 cases of
illegal weapons
registered, 23,367
accused arrested
this year

LAHORE: On the instructions
of 1G Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar,
actions are being taken against
those  who  possess  illegal
weapons.

As per details, so far this year,
24341 cases of il | weapons
have been registered and 23367
aceused have been arrested in var-
10us dwsm:l« including Lahore, As
many 434 Sten Guns, 622
Kalashml\uu 02 Anti-Aireraft
Guns, 2611 Rifles, 1029 Guns
while 376 Revolvers, 16596
Pistols, 18 Mausers, 228 Carbines,
47  Repeater Pistols, 71879
Bullets, 8087 Cannidges, 882
Magazines were recovered from
the accused INP

scanlon ealled on

China-Pakistan EV
Forum to accelerate

industry cooperation

CPEC

vehicle industry requires

E: = o l;ak_\slag EV Forum has Cooperation i I’\atfarlm supportive policies and
lecided 1o accelerate  w; simultaneously  production

n Tamo' p()hce Statlon industry _ cooperation, Zhao shared that China
China ~ Economic Net The platform aims 1o has been the world's

case till July 13

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court &]HC} on
Thursday extended the interim bail of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders — Shah Mehmood
Qureshi and Asad Umar in the case registered at Tarnol
police station till July 1
C'Judghe Jusllce Mohsin Akhtar Kayani heard the
case of Mehmoad Qureshi Islamabad police told
the court that Shah Mehmood Qureshi had joined the
investigation. The case of Asad Umar was’ heard Y
Justice Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri “Both the cases
should be referred to the same bench,” the special pros-
ecutor requested the court
ourt sent the file back to the chief justice “The
decision to send both the cases 1o the same bench will

.epoﬂe(l on Thursday build 4
Eneruy
\IthLIL SeCtor is one of
the most prom
of China-Pakistan coop-
eration. Chinese busi-
nesses are invited 1
invest in Pakistan's new an
energy vehicle industry to
benefit from a large and
s well
pravided
by the gmemman[ " said
Hussain Haider, Consul
General of Pakistan in

Tts nnm bnnl
address infor
asymmeiry,
infernational

C(an hensive

ut rml coopera-

reas  tion areas like new ener-

gy, intelligent manufac-

ruring. and the digital

economy bEl\hEen China
d Pakist;

and promote pracucal
cooperation to aid the
hina-Pakistan

largest producer and sell-
er of new energy vehicle:
for eight consecutive
years, with sales increas-
ing over a thausand-fold
from less than 6.000 in
2011 to 6.887 million in
2022,

is 1o Afler over a decade of
nation  development, China has
established policy sys-
tems to support the rapid
development of new

enerzy vehicles in areas
like “development plan-

h R | e e G e G

T s S ot G e o | B G oty SSin” et g
g?r:sm(h[gpr?;em;;[g:?\yhmh is heard in separate (::IX‘FLUH";}E:‘ FUE\]:H h?:'[" &tmaﬂ(\_b‘, Zh} i ﬂI\ t&;| unCLlIS[dndnAlfunC{ﬂﬂ(mn
o ehmoos Qureah wnd Asadmar sppewed n | Generst of pakdsan tn  NPC Foreign Affurs (Poliey).  Engingering
ﬂ;‘;wéfﬁ‘sd"ﬁ"m%?'] 81“5 after which both had Be]ﬂl“%a‘nﬂ\‘i ?’.“aad E‘mon. I":Q;:l‘;‘sagke \Tbl]c of (E,E[;E)D.pmwmum of

took plaoe on July 5 China,

Court hears Toshakhana case
against PTI chief shortly

ISLAMABAD: A dis-
trict and se
federal o
the Tﬁshakhana
against  former
minister and
Tehreck ¢

Insaf (PTI) chairman
today Thursday.

Additional
Judge Humayun
would take up the case as
he has summoned the PTI
chief to attend the hear-
ing
. The court has also
issued notices 1o district
election  commissioner
and legal teams of both
sides in this regard.

sessions  court
fixed the case for hearing

Sessions

after the Islamabad High
Court (IHC), earlier this
week, nulli ied the deci-
sion of the trial court that
had tuned down the PTI
chairman’s plea challeng-
ing the admissibility of
Toshakhana case
THC  Ch

Justice
Aamer  Farooq  ha
announced the verdict
reserved on June 23 afier
hearing arpuments on the
petition of the former
prime minister against
the trial count’s rul Im;,
The chief justice had
sent the matier back to
the trial court, ardermg it
to again_hear the a
ments of the PTL. He had
given the tnial court seven

days to decide on the PT1
chairman's plea in the
Toshakhana case.

The petition had been
filed after the PTI chief
was in in the case
on May 10, Two days
after the high court had

3

Consul General

E‘r’n
0\ akwalan in Shanghai,

anniversary of CPEC, the

he has summoned the PT1

ing that the ECP's pefi-
chief to attend the hear-

tion_was_“non-mainta
able™ and that the ses-
sions court did not have
the jurisdiction to hear
the matter

lowever, the judge
rejected both the ru|ut§ﬁ

The court has also
issued notices to district
election  commissioner
and legal teams of both
sides in this regard

:sr::xF ed  criminal pro-  and summoned the The sessions court
s n the chief in person for the fixed the case for hearing
case afier the Islamabad High
On May 5, Islamabad’s  Judge Humayun Dnlav\ar Court (IFC), earlier this
Additional Sessions  indicted him during court  week, nullified the deci-
e Humayun Dilawar roceedings that were sion of the trial court that
it announced  that feld at the guest house of  had wrned down the PTI
charges will be framed the Police Lines head- chairman's plea challeng-
against the PTI chairman uarters at H-11.Insaf ing the admissibility of
on May 10 in the TI) chau'nmn today Toshakhana case.
Toshakhana case. hief Justice
During the hearing, the Lona] Sessions -'\amer Farooq  had
former PM’s lawyer had Jud e Humawn Dilawar announced the verdict

argued on two plas stat-

ould take up the case as  reserved on June INP

noted that new
energy vehicle technolo-
gy has become an essen-

Rahoojo,  fal track for the Fourth
mudwtod the session industrial revolution.
To k the 10th ¢ stated that

growth of the new energy

KARACHI: BII{EI‘* ine up at Petr ol Pump to refill tanks of their bikes
as for implementation of wearing helmet , Administration order to Fuel
station to make the helmet mandatory for refueling, in City.

Industries & Production
Pakistan, presented on the
incentives for electric
vehicles in  Pakistan
under the Auto Industry
Development &

AIDEP).INF

the
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Christian community condemns
‘Islamophoblc’ Quran burning

of Quran terming it

Page #04 Friday,July,07,2023

QUETTA: The Christian community in Balachi rsday
worst *Islamophobic” act that displeased billions of \'Ius]lms across the globe.
esecration of Holy Quran is an unforgivable and heinous crime, Sweden must apologise to the Muslims for

the incident,” said Bishop Khalid Rehmat while addressing apres.‘ mnferem:e here.

Pastor, Simon Bashir, Father Inayat Gill accomtnmed the bishop.

The bishop said that the desecrauon of the Holy Quran in Sv.edam was unacceptable and blasphemous act in
the name of freedom of expression

Playing with the sentiment of any religion and belief on the name of freedom of expression was a great offence,

dThe forces with a negative mentality were trying to spoil the peace of the world through such incidents, he

Incidents of insulting not only the Holy Quran but also other religions were happening in other secular coun-
wies, including Sweden, he pointed out,
He said that lfsumdxsi« people by all:ywlr:? such anti-peace elements showed that they were uncivilized,
In response to 4 question, Bishop Khalid Rehmat urged the United Nations, the European Union and the world
to ll-}]m eir role i m punishing the accus:
for enacting the

laws to prevent such incidents in the future“Desecration of Holy

he add uran is an unforgivable and heinous cnime, Sweden musl apologise to the Muslims for the incadent,” said Bishop
He said that the entire Christian community was saddened over the incident o religion allowed the desecration
of holy books of other religions, he added,
“Those who desecrate the Holy Quran d not deserve any lenicncy and must e aken to task.” he said adding
ristians, the Pope, had at:o openly ‘condemned this incident

halid Rehmat while addressing a press conference her
Pastor Simon Bashir, Father [nayat Gill accompanied lhe bishop.
The btshu? said that the desecration of the Holy Quran in Sweden was unacceptable and blasphemous act in
the name of freedom of expression INP

Pak-UAE sign MoU in
alternative energy, PM
urges exploiting
potential in sector

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehhw Sharif on
Thursday urged United Arab Emirates (UA]
nies to exploit Pakistan’s potential in the altemauve
energy sector, citing his government’s plan to generate

that the religious leader of the C]

lie expr&ﬁsed the resolve that his
make all-out efforts to convert the M

and for its swift realisation.
e pnme minister aiin

vernment would
ol into agreement

thanked the UAE for invit-

10, mes_,awal‘. of solaf ene ing Pakistan to the COP28 to be held in the Emirates by
This was stated by the Premier at a si ceremo-  end of this year
J of a memorandum afundersundmn( ol ) with the He particularly thanked UAE President Mohammed
E for development of renewable en projects in bm Kayed Al Nahyan for the “valuable and timely”

Pakistan, said it was an wppurlumry for bilateral coop- p
eration in the energy sector
Secretary Power anon Rashid Mahmood
Langrial and Undersecretary of Ministry of Energy and ~ Govemmient of Pakistan to the UAE
Infmslmclure of UAE Shﬂnffﬂ Olama signed the MoU nme minister said the cooperation by China,
a5 the prime minister and visiting President Designate nd Saud Atabia had played a key role for Pakistan o
COP2: and Minister for Endusmessnd Technologies of  reach the crucial deal with the |
UAE Sultan Al Jaber witnessed the ceremony. In his remarks, Minister for Industries and
PM Shehbaz Sharif said his government was ready  Technologies of UAE Sultan Al Jaber thanked the

Sanjrani calls for global |yz. Sidperut BRI RS iyt oulodomor
action to prevent

it to Pakistan, parhcu]ar]y in amving a deal witl

nternational Moneta
Conveying thanks on Izehalf of the reufle and the
sh\puglE:.

L
UAE | presuiem—des: nate for COP28'S Dr Sultan Ahmzd Al Jabber and Minister
& Technology of UAE called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,

24-hour death
toll in rain
related incidents

for Industr

the alternative energy, including the 10,000 MW solar  the prime mmlster and his government.
energy generation project the countries enjoyed great relations

HE i Pacistan was rich with “wonderful sunrays”  and paftnership 45 the UAE, alwoys smpoasised the

. . in Pun]ab Balochistan, Sindh and Khyber importance of cooperation and idenfifying new ways to
across Punjab | desecration of Quran |, = srdgihen e s NP
i . Always worked .
climbs to 17: ISLAMABAD: _ Chairman  The Holy Quran strictly discour- Y Pakistan desirous to
PDMA Sete . Puiviens Milurnkl 3ag8s Vileste nliaiias ot 05 wholeheartedly i 2 i
anjrani, has sent letters to  1mportance of u in; IcE.
Ol P amicHt oF e weldang o fics wothes el oy | to ensure expand economic ties with

LAHORE: Death toll in 24 hours in | the President of the Inier- other religions, prophets, and holy electoral .
rain related incidents across Punjab | parljamentary Union, urging col-  books. However, Islamophobic ataro Pres]dent
z:;“‘h:?ht:‘t\‘glé‘?t:ug‘;m'z” contin- | fective et;‘ogtsiliolprevml lheddese- incidents oo::gue to oceur, often transparency: .

According o' Provincial Disaster [ STeiofof e Holy Quian and pro- - iasied E'.f.mmé;?u?un?ﬁi'?g& ECP ISLAMABAD: President Dr ARFAIY  ber of skiled Pakisant workers and
Management Authority (PDMA) | "'['the Tetters, Chairman Senate  Muslims worldwide.” on Thursday sard that Pakastan is highly  would open maore visa facilities in
report, four people were dead in | expressed deep concem over the He called upon ”ﬂmenm ISLAMABAD:  The deslrousmexpand trade and investment Paklslan le lauded the leadership of
Eahoesdn the fas ko o recent incident of desecration of ans and world leaders to play a | Election Commission of | relations with, Oatar and renovate the  Qaiar for makine cfforts against

stat six rothes yfealonsmomu lally benefl- slamop| 1d, adding tha slamic
Pt i kﬂ 2 in Gujranwala, the Holy Quran in Sw sd.en He constructive role in dlspellﬂ% Pakistan (ECP) has_said i ol anatat to Trke collect s efets

three in Sheikhupura, Three

in
Chakwal, and one was killed in Thang

and Farsalabad

Lorrenua! rain injured a total of
49 people in the last 24 hours across
Punjab. The situation is being moni-
tored from the provincial control room
is_in contact with the

and PDMA
?;imlmslrmon from all over Punjab,

G PDMA Imran Qureshi added INF

SSP pays surprise

emphasized that in today's inter-
connected world, there should be
no room for abuse and desecration
of rel ous sentiments. While

appreciating the swift denounce-
ment of the act by the Swedish
government, he h: hlighted the
need for g:ealeroﬁ al coopera-
tion to ensure world peace, toler-
ance, and interfaith hammny

Sadiq Sanjrani said, "Islam, as 2
comprehensive code of life, pro-
motes values of tolerance, peace,
prosperity, and love for humanity.

misconceptions about Islam
emphasized the importance of
educatmg p Ie abuul the true
eachings of Islam, fostering an

:nwmnmcnl of tolerance, respect,
and understanding umun%ld\fﬁ,r
ent faith communities. so
highlighted the role of dialogue,
understanding, and mutual respect
in bridging aps and promoting
harmony among nations.

Furthermore, the Chaitman
Senate proposed that the incident
of desecration of the Holy INP

tl;al as per its_tradition

andate, it always
\wrled whu[ehmns‘lly m
ensure the electoral trans-
parency.

In ‘a statement on
Thursday, it said that the
urgamsauon has worked
dedicatedly on framing a
comprehensive code of
conduct for international
ohservers this year and
will be looking forward to
all observation missions

Speaking durmg a meeting with that
uulgcmg Ambassador of Qatar to
Pakistan, Sanu Bin
Abdulrahman T‘a\sa] Al-Thani, here at
the Aiwan-¢-Sadr, he said lhaz Pakistan
wanted a pannersmp with Qatar in the

sector and, looks forward to
B(an mucstml:‘ﬂts in various sectors of
economy. Appreciating
Gwemmem ol' Qatar for hosting the
Pakistani_diaspora which served as
strong bnd% hctvvc:n the two hruvhc!iy
countries, Ivi expressed the
hopethat Qatarwould increase lhe num=

'nsl the .demophnh
e world Pre: it Alwi also
ed the gross human ights vmhnnm in
the Indian "‘f‘u"fé cupied Jammu

and Kashmir (1] ) as well as the per-
secution of minorities, especially
Muslims, in India He underlined that the
Jammu and, Kashmir dispute and the
atrocities being committed by the Indian
Security Forces in IIOJK continued 10
threaten regional peace and
security.Regarding AFshanlalan. the
President smd that Paki i

ue 1o work (oge(herl%’

for upcaming General
Elections. =
As per SOPs, the invi-
tations for mternallnnal

visit to Westridge

: : NDMA holds meeting to
police station

address rain emergency

RAWALPINDIL: miar menced by mid of August
Supfnn'?cndcmn of Police S(gssg) ISLAMABAD: The National hg ted the risks of landslides | 2023 ECP shall fToat
Investigation Rawalpindi Zanira Azfar | Disaster Management y regions and the possi- | international  invites
here on Thursday paid a surprise visit | Authority (NDMA) held a cru- IJlIlly of tloods in rivers due to | through the Ministry of
to Westridge Police Station, where she | cial meeting to address the pos-  the continuous rainfall oreign Affairs (MOFA)
instructed the Police officers to per- | sible threat of floods in rivers he concerned institutions | (/S %3 of the Elections
form their duties diligently. due to continuous rainfall assured the participants that ﬂm 2017), once the date

across Punjab
Agccording to the delmls the
chairman of NDMA - Lt. Gen

of the General Elections
is announced. All the sto-
ries regarding the disal-

She also inspected the front desk,
rcwrd: lockup, and building of the
pu ice station and ordered the officials

they are actively mommnnﬁ
the water flow in rivers an
reservoirs 1w closely track the

authorities Furthermore,  the
airman emphasized the sig-
nificance of continugus moni- ] website;

fective measures to facilitate | Inam Haider Malik — hcuded situation. Recognizing the | lowance of international
me public besides taking all possible | the meeting which brought importance of n:parl:dm:ss observers are based on
steps to provide relief to the citizens. | together representatives from Chairman ND! f“’p"“d hearsay and assumptions
a&mhszarlsmdl;\’gl u?gln_gencehfn yaimGus depmmems mclludm conducting a nﬂ(mna mu[]a- and. .should not be relied
part of the police officials in public | t teorological tion exercise to effectivel ==
service delivery would not be tolerat- Depar(menl Federal Flood tackle potential threats posed r any queries, contact |5LA\‘1ABAB Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed Chairman, Higher Education
ed, addmg that all-out tlfmrtr. should | Commission, PDMA Punjab, by the heavy rains, Such an | the cmrs:ﬂuorffnml per- | Commission (HEC) called on Deputy Speaker National Assembly Zahid Akram
e to resolve wmr aints of the | and Rescue 1122 ekercise would facilitate early | son Election | Durrani.
mlmen': al ﬂlme station le During the meeting, the preparations for the upcoming Cummmm of Pakistan, .
The SSP directed lhePOliﬁﬂ officers | attendees were briefed on the rainy season and_enhance the | Ms. Qurat-ul-Ain Fatima
to protect the life and property of the | forecasted heavy rainfall response capacity of the aspukcspu'son ECP)_at Ver S lS urse

citizens and accelerate mo%fmnﬁ opera-
tions against proclaimed offenders and
other wanted accused

expected in the Chenab River,
Sutlej,
from July § to July

irectorm coecp(@gmail ¢

and Ravi River areas om_ For informafion, visit
ECP”

under Benazir

In order to ensure and improve the | It was emphnlzed that such toring of river flow and | ecp.govpk, and follow
standard of service delivery, such sur- | intense rains could result in an  assig ned. the responsibility_to r% okespersonECP&
Eﬁ:?em:}.::;vd(:kqlgumbecnnduuedm increase in water :‘[uulfl u{ 1}&3 lha:1 edez;sl rlooa)CuImm:sslon El P_lna istan on K f l f
eastern rivers, potentially lead-  an. uijab Trigation | TwitierTND t
ing to (lﬁ‘mum? tion Clbl sl%plrag Pcplgnmfﬁtl] Their role in a aa a SO ar
W e experts also high-  tracking
oman NO power load 5 lbu\]\;ABI\D W?B?qegazlz’r [nm?:e nu:ndan%e in the lﬁsa:,}mgl I:f.rr:\handalmj- w0
= s i amme as so far  receive educational scholarships
hospitalized Religious scholars pRAnagement | St o e i1 o amon o oy oo, hebentic
eIng carrie more than six million beneficiary aries can approach the nearest BI:
after forced to announce to observe outgacross women geross the country under the Tehal Offices”or call on toll-free
y e enazir Kafaalat initiative pline number of Benazir
E ) The disbursement of the fourth quar-  Income S Program.
drink acid Friday as ‘Quran COMPANY’S | oy ranche of Benasir Katsalat for the - The. BISE. messases. are only sent
ISLAMABAD: A woman was hos- !’EgiDIlS' Financial Year-2022-23 is continued from !!ITl while maszﬁe& from any
italized in_critical condition after Sanctit ])a 2 IESCO' suece;lfugy throug "x}’”.'kf rewller?1 uﬂzﬁ! nsm‘?ershwlgggtth J rlh "
inder Benazir Rafaalat, nine million e disbursemen e fourth quar-
orked 10 duiake i by osband fad Yy ¥ registered beneficiary families are enti- terly tranche of Benazir Kafaalat for the

father-in-law in Malot area, Bani Gala

pohce station jurisdiction. tled to a quarterly installment of Rs Financial Year-2022-23 15 continued

ISLAMABAD:

ISLAMABAD: Whilz 5|mngly Ziaullah Shah Bukhan. Maulana
the

The,
of

r exchange of hot words over Laghari, 9,000 per household. successtully through banks’ retailers.
cmd' milk, Emhmd Wahab and | Holy Quran1 nSwedBn e promi- llama Arf Wal [dh “Allams |SE|) The BISP has_ already released over Under Benarir Kafaalat, nine million
father-in-law Abid Ali served acid 10 a | nent scholars, m[ellecr.unla, and Abdul Hag Mujahid, Maulana }p&) Comp: Rs. 81 billion to its partner banks; Bank  registered beneficiary families are enti-
woman besides torturing her leaders  representing  various  Muhamma afique Jami, | (IESCO) on Fhorday ?lfﬂ«‘iaﬂd Habib Bank '-,"m‘lged é!m‘-l tled to a ql;‘ﬂﬂe" ]'gitﬂhllm?;"sgf hRS

e culprits fled the scene after | schools of thought and religious Maulana Asad Zakaria Qasmi, | said that no power load- | 1T t: ”"’ie"'}"em ““DI‘%‘ Eba“ lciar- 9"“‘5 PE[' “;55 DR T eblil P has
condition of the woman deteriorated. | denominations from across the Maulana  Nauman ashir, | management was being | i€s through their rewil distribution net- ready released over Rs. 81 billion toits
She was shifled 10 hospital in cntical | country announced to observe Maulana Muhammad — Shalt | carried out_acrarsthes] Wt Along with Beseric Kafilat, | parimer hatike ik Atala and Hibih
condition Friday ‘as ‘Quran Sanctity Day’ asmi, Allama Zubair Abid, ny’s regions. Benazir educational scholarships are ank Limited (HBL) for disbursement

The police after registering a case [ In a jomt statement on Maulana  Asadullah  Faro The current demand of | al50 bf‘ﬂffgwe" out to the children of among the beneficiaries through their
ahgmm the Slspects started raids for | Thursday, l}]t]a'yd expressed ['h?n]’ yaurlaml lMuh]gr:mnAd {\:hfaq electricity (smnd) at zmz registe lres, however, 70 percent  retal distnbution network INF
eir arrest | outrage * called for peaceful  Pitafi, Maulana Tahir Aqeel Awan, | megawat and
ik and condenmation O the  Maolana. Aciz Akbar Qusnir, | company was e Law Minister, Canadian HC
FIA arrests 20 il'l meidentin alldm?mua& u!r:!phatw— zl!:hxluna Hul}ummueh Alhal:j;n ilectrlfjltyh as opker it: . = ?
ing the need for swift action Siddiqui, Maulana Abu emand, the spokesper-
against the blasphemous act. Hamid Sabri, and others ]nmliy son said Hesa\dpupemizmn dlscuss 1ssues Of ml]tl,lal
crackdowns The Chairman of Pakistan issued a slﬂlem:anhJ staff was av hte intheir [ = -
Ulema  Council and _Prime  iaat the buming ofthe Holy v e s for| interests. bilateral cooperatlon
3 Minister’s Special Representative  in Sweden was an utterly unac of mdmdual
against passport | i 2

ceptable_nct under any._giroum
stances, While Wknowledgmg l‘he
timely response from the

zation of Tslamic TNP

complaints. The con
sumers could lodge their |
complaints at helpline Lls
or phane IN

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
aw and Justice Senator Azam
Tarar was called on by Canadian H:gh
Commissioner Leslie Scanlon here on
Thursday and discussed with him issues
of bilateral interests.
During the meemgi1 the two sides dis-
;ur.t:ed the long term benefits of partner-
J) and cooperation between Canada
Pakistan in terms of mining projects
in Balochistan, the spokesman of min-

have access to family members or
friends and right to file an appeal etc
Individuals have also the right to move
constitutional courts against the judg-
ments of the military court, he led.

e minister mentioned that after the
unfortunate Army Public School mas-
sacre in 2014, it’ became indispensable
to amend the law and to deal with terror-
ists organizations under the Army Act.

wpressed his deep concern

East Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
agent maﬁa Mahmood_Ashrafi, along with
respected figures such as Maulana,

LAHOR! Federal
Inveshgauoﬂ Agency {FIA] Lahore
Zone arrested 20 rackdowns
against passport agem' maﬁa in differ-
ent cities on Thursday.

n line with the directions of
Director Lahore Zone, the FIA teams
conducted operations outside pass-

orts offices in Gujranwala and istry said. about the growing Islamophobia in the
Eialicot where culprits supported by The Canadian High Commissioner world in particular quoting the recent
some of passpont office s were appreciated the Balochistan government  incident of desecretion of Holy Quran in

Sweden and said that this was an evident

engaged in looting the innocent citi-
example of Islamophobia prevailing in

for aiding, facilitating and cooperati
zens 1n the name of helping them to c{l‘ﬁ

in the mining projects with Barrick G

acquire passport Corporation. She said that steps towards ~ the West, The Government demd

agent mafia was found the development of the region through  to take part in the protest to convey it
involved In receiving huge sum of renewable energy projects were also messadge and tu keep i}nn s within tlu.
money from citizens for submission of commendable. he  High
pas';pm fee and acquiring token. While discussing cmhan trials under (‘ommmsnoﬂ&r also miormed the law
The FIA teams arrested 20 agents the Army minister er that Canadian government had
including Muhammad Yameen. Abdul explained ‘that the Act nnd rules made recenuy appointed a special representa-
Hafeez, Tauseef Ahmed, Igbal ﬁauan thereunder were puaranteeing the rights  tive to combat Islamophobia and she
Khalil ~ Ahmed, Zul 1qar ISL. AMABAD. Ch nal Dzsa;(:r Managcment Authority Ll. Gen, Inam | of the accused such as engaging a coun-  assured that Canadian aviemmem

Muhammad Imran TN sel of his choice to engage, the right to  would be pushing it to have INP

n Na
Haider Malik presiding Flood Management Conference.




