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dead when vehicle of
relative of federal minister

Israr Tareen attacked

Green bus service to be
formally launched on July

17: CM Balochistan

buses to facilitate the masses. As

Syed Ali Shah per the pilot project, four buses

would operate from Serena Chowk

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov- Quetta to Belili and Four buses

emment has decided to launch the would operate till Sariab Customs,
much-awaited green bus service in the officer mentioned.

the city on July 17 (next Monday).
Chief  Secretary  Balochistan,
Abdul Aziz Ugaili took to the
social media network Twitter and
announced the formal launching of
the bus service in this provincial
capital

[est operations are to begin on
July 13. Full-scale operations will
be inaugurated on Monday, July 17
lnshaAﬁnh Quetta’s long-awaited
quality public transport is finally
here,” ‘the Chief Secretary
Balochistan concluded.

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan, the
Chief of the Balochistan Public-
Private Partnership Project has
been instrumental in the imple-
mentation of the project.

4 buses each

The project
was
approved
during Jam
Kamal
Khan
government

The project of the green bus serv-
ice was approved by the former chief
minister Jam Kamal Khan-led gov-
emment in Balochistan, The launch-

operate till
Belili and = of the project was aimed at pro-
Sariab from =, . e e G g

Initially, the Balochistan Public- Vmca. He said all stakeholders the provincial capital. meen bus service could not be time-

L] Private “Partnership (BPPP), a have been taken on board with However, he explained after Iy launched because of bureaucratic

the CIW well-placed source in the provin- regard to the launching of the thorough dellberallum, the gov- obstacles and a lack of political com-
cial gavernment told Daily Quetta much-awaited green bus project in ernment decided to purchase 8 mitment.

48% women illiterate in Pakistan: Population Council

Razzaq Sheikh

all major media outlets of Pakistan. The ments responsible to ensure service
coalition highlights the cross-sectoral delivery of family planning services
impact of rapid population growth peri-  besides raising awareness o enhance
odically to raise Bwareness and hold male engagement in family plannin;

ISLAMABAD: July 11th commemo-
rates World Population Day, an occa-
sion that draws attention to the urgency

y P Participants of the meeting pledged
and significance of populallon -related 1 ating !i:e well-being of the peuplc to use media as an effective tool in the
matters. This year’s theme, “Unleashing and Equity: Briefing the media, Ummi Kalsoom, promotion of women’s empowerment

the Power of Gender Equahty Uplifting 2 - 3 Senior Project Officer at the Population  to ensure girls can exercise their rights
the Voices of Women and Gpr Is to L o Women in Pal a - Council presented the data on women’s  and have choices to be able to balance
Unlock Our World’s Infinite « education, health and labour force par-  their families’ resources and family
Possibilities,” strikes a profound chord ticipation. She stressed the media to size in order to reach their full poten-
in the context of Pakistan where women raise awareness of these issues through tial. They also agreed to play a posi-
empowerment has remained a signifi- their news stories She said, "Media tive role in increasing access to repro-
cant challenge due to low literacy rates should highlight the issues 10 remove  ductive health information and services
and limited %'ema!e participation in the all forms of discrimination against girls, to married couples in Pakistan as media
workforce. Shockingly, 48% of women in terms of diet, education and health- campaigns ::uu?d impress upon the gov-
care. Girls should be treated as equal to  ernments to ensure the availability of
boys and must be educated to plan th:lr contraceptives and trained staff at all

in Pakistan are illiterate, 79% are not
part of the labor force, and only 10%

can make independent decisions about families according to their resources”. health outlets. Media Coalition
their own health.This was discussed | | She also urged the media to play its part Members pledged to highlight the need
during the Media Coalition Meeting | | in ensuring enrollment of all out-of- for legislation on pre-marital counsel-
held to mark World Population Day | | school girls and incentivization ofthelr ing, family planning, the enhanced rola
nrganlzed by the Population Council. | education till the secondary level, of men in girls education, women's

ia Coalition comprises of media 37% of girls remain out of schaol in ! the empowerment, and discouraging child
pmcm from all provinces representing | country. Media can also hold govemn- marriage

Erdogan links Sweden’s Nato bid with | 2 dead when vehicle of

Turkey s EU membershlp relative of federal minister
— Israr Tareen attacked
et g - e o EE il e S e 2

were undermined on Monday by a shack tries, which are making Turkey wait for more | ST Reporter

Nato's efforts to present a united front at a

Turkish ultimatum on Sweden’s membership i than S0 years,” Erdogan said, before board- &
bid 4 ing his flight for the Lithuanian capital QUETTA: At least two .

As Ukraine's forces claimed more First, open the way 1o Turkey's member- | people were killed when FASI CASUALTY SANDEMAN | _ sl sl it
advances against Russian positions, Nato's b e ship of the European Union, and then we will the vehicle of a close rel- PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL QUETTA

31 members agreed to simplify Kyiv’s even- ¥ open it for Sweden, just as we had opened it [| ative of the federal minis-
tual aceession bid by dropping a requirement . for Finland.” ter for production, Sardar
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, a pow Israr Tareen was attacked

that it completes a formal road map of ermal
reforms erful figure in both Nato and the EU in the Pishin Stop area of

Alliance leaders pathering in Vilnius on uick to stress there was no link belween Quetta on Monday night.
the eve of Tuesday's summit were hoping a weden's bid and Turkey's EU application, Police sources said the

\5] between Erdogan and Swed \ which was formally launched in 2005 but has | unknown accused opened

Prime Minister UIf Kristersson would see (he stalled.“The other question |s one that is not § fire at_the wehicle of
Turkish leader It lis veto on Sweden connected with 1t and that 1s why I do nat | Sardar Shehzad Tareen, a
membership, think it should be seen as a mmsemed issue. close relative of the fed-

But President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 2 Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg | eral  minister.  Sardar
appeared in no mood to compromise, declar- The demand, never before made in public, also exﬁlessed caution, recaUm lhat at re Shehzad Tareen was also W — ;
ing that he would only back Sweden’s Nato  threatened to open a néw rift between Ankara  vious Nato talks in Madnd, Turkey not inside the vehicle, from the spot incident, The motive
candidacy if European Union members —  and its Western part: even as Nato and  agreed to a set of conditions for Swsd\sl] Two people were oli reached the behind the attac uld
most of whom are also Nato alli agreeto  the EU tackle Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, mbmhcrsh‘P that made no mention of EU | killed on the spot The spot and started an nto be Iusc:rtamcd

revive Turkey's negotiations to join the EU. the continent’s worst security crisis since membership Web Desk assailants escaped unhurt  investigation into the immediately

Pakistan aims for transformative $30-50b
investment boost in agri sector

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday said that the government
expected investment worth b s of dollars in the next four to five years
in the agriculture sector in Pakls[zn

He expressed these remarks during a seminar on agriculture and food
security held in Islamabad. Chief of Army Staff (C&AS) General Syed
Asim Munir attended the seminar as the guest of honour,

The premier highlighted the importance of agriculture for the economy
of Pakistan and the landmark steps being undertaken by the government to
exploit its full flcncnna] in agriculture and other domains under the ambit
of the recently launched Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC).

The envoys of many Gulf
countries expressed their interest in

investing in Pakistan,Shehbaz

PRT Chelbaz said (hat Green Pakisan Tmmanve would Bc The second
green revi nlumm paving the way for prosperity and progress in the coun-

Hc stated that under this pmgbmmmc the government anti
avn. e investment of 30 to 50 billion dollars in Pakistan over,
= o four years. “Our efforts are focused to enhance productivity and

A oy ground which will significantly bolster
our revenues.”

“Pakistan cannot take further loans. 1, COAS or the finance minister
cannot reveal how we managed to aullm loan to try and avert a default
Thankfully due to our toamwur grpcﬂcd and after two days,

IMF’s board meeting is also scheduled. But this is not enough and it is just
the hegnmzlg of a long journey of untiring efforts and we need a vision for

He Iamemed that many research centres had been established in

Pakistan but muny of them became unproductive after the 1960s.
¢ premier said that state-owned enterprises (SOEs) were bleeding

Rs600 billion !'rcm Fa\uslan 's scarce resources, “We have all the resources

and all s we been unable to become a prosperous coun-
trg.I " he regrened "We are imparting $4.5 billion worth of palm oil. We're

devewéém ing courlry we cannot spend such a huge amount on palm oil.*
he adds b Desk




QUETTA VOICE

Editor

Delayed completion of
LBs polls in Balochistan

After along period of 14 months, the final phase of local bodies elections was
completed in 35 districts of Balochistan the other day. The local bodies’ elec-

tions were held in

Asim Khan

May last year in all districts of Balochistan except Quetta,

Hub, and Lasbela. So far, no election schedule has been announced for Quetta,
Hub and Lasbela districts of Balochistan.

On July & this month, the chairmen and deputy chairmen of all 35 districts
were elected in a peaceful and democratic manner. The government deserves to

be appreciated for holding historic local bodies elections pcuc:fnll?r
and then subsequently completing the second, third, and fourth final phases of

14 months alr dy

passed

last year

Nevertheless, it is very strange that it took the government and the election
commission of Pakistan to complete the final phase after 14 months. The con-
stitutional tenure of the local bodies elections in Balochistan is four years like
in other parts of the country

14 months already passed, and it will take another week for the newly elect-
ed chairmen and deputy chairmen to formally take charge of their offices. Then,
the newly elected LBs district heads are likely to commence the battle for their
constitutional administrative, and financial powers entrusted to them as per
Article 140-A of the Constitution,

Suc:euivedxravin:inl governments have always been reluctant to devolve

A

powers to L

It is ironic fate that successive

rovincial governments have always been

reluctant to decentralize powers am?umpuwcr the local governments as per the

Constitution, Although,

councilors belong to political parties

LGs play a key role in the develapment and
development of villages, towns, and streets is tl

Er‘msperity of the countr
¢ mandate of people clected on

e same chairmen and deputy chairmen of districts and

and the

gross roots level. Moreover, this is a bitter reality that the members of the

provincial assembly (MPAs
their own chairmen and co

) have always been reluctant to devolve powers to
uncilors.

Assemblies job is legislation as councilors should construct streets

This is one of the underlying reasons behind bad governance and lack of

access to policymakers. This is another bitter reality that military dictators have
always empowered councilors, unlike successive fragile democratic govern-

ments.

To be precise, the Balochistan government needs to devolve powers to the

councilors and chairmen of districts, municipal committees, an

without any delay.

corporatians
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Time for decisive action

By Humayun Akhtar Khan

Never before in recent
decades has Pakistan
been in such a state of cri-
sis. Our economy, politics
and society are in disar-

Ay,

About the economy,
the question being asked
is: will we soon default?”

he  combination  of
external debt, imports,

forex  exchange
reserves leave many won-
dering Understandbly,
the focus at present is on
survival.

But even when poli
makers take a
view of the economy,
soundbites about G
growth and IMF pro-
grammes replace vision
and strategy. There is no
deeper mquiry about
what is best for the coun-
try. Whether GDP growth
results from increase in
manufactured goods or
from one-time spending
of horrawmﬁ does not
figure in our discussion

“Nor do we discuss how
to use the IMF pro-
gramme to strengthen the
country’s economic fun-
damentals and avoid
future crises. Both_ agri-
culture and manufactur-
ing are in decline, conse-
%uant]y plunging exports.
Slow "accumulation of
capital and slow produc-
vl rowth  have
reduced the economy’s
potential for gf"owlh

For years, the apparent
abject of our economic
policy has been 1o survive
the current economic cri-
sis by piling debt on debt,

until the next one comes
along. We continued to
take on more debt from
wherever it came. includ-
ing at very high rates
from the bond market. Mo
one gave any thought to
how it would be repaid
Since 2008, Pakistan's
total stock of debt and lia-
bilities has grown by $85
billion, We have " paid
about $114 billion since
20108, wet the debt stock
has still grown by 385

economic policy is hard
to find E

Until a few years ago,
the debate in Pakistan
about economic growth
centred on whether we
are a security or a devel-

ent state. That line of
thought suggested that we
may be spending too
much on defence at the
expense of the economy.
The debate is redundant
now. So much of govern-
ment spending goes to
paying interest on loans
that all expenses. includ-
ing defence, have taken a
back seat. In fiscal 22, the
federal government spent
almost §5 per cent aﬂs
net receipis on interest
Most other expenses are
met from borrowiny

Our troubles are not for
want of capital. They
result from unmaginative
policies. Post 9/11, the
country was awash in for-
cign exchange. By 2008,
we had spent it all and
were back with the IMF
with a sudden 40 per cent
devaluation. There was

nothing to show for the
money spent.
Much of the debt went
into meeting imports and
debt servicing needs
Two-thirds of our exter-
nal debt has been spent
on the budget and BoP,
and only one-third on
development. Apart from
CPEC  investment, the
debt amount was not
invested. Even the CPEC
projects | selected by
‘akistan have not so far
increased our ability to
repay. There was no
*game changer’
Economic partiers no
longer take us at our
word. In over a year, end-
less discussions with the
IMI orne little
fruit. All commitments to
the IMF are now ‘prior
action’ because we have
lost their trust. Even tra-
ditional partners, China
and Saudi Arabia, are
reluctant to help. They
now that this patient is
addicted 1o life support.
he key question that
needs 1o be asked by eco-
nomie planners is where
we want the economy to
go from here. What kind
of an economy Pakistan
aims to have i five, ten
or even fifty years
Specious talk about want-
ing to be a knowledge
economy or a producer of
high-tech goods does not
cut it if we do not put in
the needed hard work and
investment into  these
ideas.

al capacity too is
fragile. With elec?lfnns in

a I'er' Anm_\ﬂéshnnd the
peaple dizzied by prices
and taxes, the back and
forth in the commitments
made to the IMF shows
the overnment’s
quandary This is_the
cumulative effect of the
inability of successive
govenments o offer a
serious vision for the
economy.  Expediency
and special interests are
no substitute for strategy.

It is time to get serious.
Bluster can no longer
work _as policy, nor as
negotiating strategy. We
must have a plan not just
to exit the present crisis,
but also to put the econo-
my on a surer footing for
the future. While taking
the difficult measures to

The restored IMF pro-
gmmhe wu‘l:!ﬂ:mly SEE U
an er year or
oo ud i vall Durthos
increase our debt. What
happens next? .

e may like to welih
the pros and cons of seek-
ing external debt relief.
Both the IMF and G20
have established mecha-
msms  for doing so.
Decision-makers —must
decide on which is best. |

not_recommend debt
rescheduling, as that
merely postpones servic-
i;g while increasing lia-

iy,

The money saved must
2o to paying back the
remaining debt at a faster
rate and investing to

increase the productivity
of the private sector
Gradually, new debt
should be for projects
only, such that the econo-
my essentially needs for
growth and exports.

We have not seen pro=
longed periods of growth.
The economy wall not

row by targeting just a
ew firms or sectors,
Overall demand must
increase. For that, the
income and purchasin,
power of the majority of
our people must increase.

Even within the present
constraints, we must find
ways 1o increase private
investment, They do not
have to be in large indus-
tries . alone.
Entrepreneurship at all
levels must grow, espe-
cially small and micro
industries. The latter’s
need for capital, technol-
ogy or energy is not high
and suits the economy’s
present circumstances.

Small firms bring a lot
of value. They are
presently operating in an
unhelpful %pv.emunce cli-
mateTo facilitate their
growth, they must have
govemnment support. An
economy prospers when
consumption and produc-
tion increase. With proper
help these small firms
will boost produstion and
increase purchasing
power. They could sow
the seeds of future large
firms. Increasing income
gl ‘the m:crﬂ i.ewe!i Wﬁulﬁ

elp growth in deman:
for':he large industries,

Time for an election

By Mosharraf Zaidi

The polycrisis  in
Pakistan rages on. Urgent
g_m_:slmns agitate the con-

ition of the Pakistani. A
sovereign default may not
be imminent, but an exis-
tential economic crisis
has raged for months,
perhaps’ years — depend.
ig on who is measuring
what, How long_before
economic  difficulties
cause major social unrest
in Pakistan?

The dissolution of the
Punjab Assembly means
that an already fn:ived
federal compact could be
tested more severely than
at any stage since the 7th
NFC Award and the 18th
Amendment. How much
dissonance between

rovinces and across the
ederation can the exist-
ing system bear before
subnational  narratives
and movements_emerge
as keg,:7 variables in gover-

n

The terrorism of the
TTP has surged in recent
weeks. Can the coun
continue to send its sal-
diers and police person-
nel in harm’s way without
a coherent, politically
feasible counter terrorism
strategy in place?
Significant chunks of
post disaster reconstruc-
tion remain pending from
the 2005 earthquake and
the 2010 floods. Will the
reconstruction  of the
damage caused by the cli-
mate change ‘induced
superfloods of 2022 fol-
ow a different traj ectory?
Al!gmmstan is relative-
Idy stable after nearly four
lecades, but short periods
of stability there have
always produced long

eriods  of ms(ahﬂi[?u

ill the Taliban be able
to sustain their control
over Afghanistan’s terri-
tory in a manner that
evénwally leads to the
end of terrorist sanctuar-
ies in that country?

Saudi Arabia is chang-
ing rapidly, and for the
better. s the millenni-
al  leadership
Pakistan's most  vital
strategic partner have the
appetite to continue deal-
ing with the dysfunction
of the dinosaurs of the
Pakistani military and
civilian elite?

China has responded to
the domestic pressures
that the strict Covid-19
\Dt-kdow; hm there had
generated by opening up
$o travel. Suddenly ﬁic;\:
is hope that economic
growth forecasts could be
revised upward. Will a
once-again rowing
China revert to The pre-
pandemic laissez faire
1nfrastructure  financing
binge in countries like
Pakistan? .

There isn’t an obvious
right or wrong answer to
any of these questions.
Many of the determinants
of these questions lie out-
side the jurisdiction of
Pakistan ‘or Pakistanis.
Yet there is one thin;
common to them al
They are  substantial
questions. Can a weak
and internally contradic-
tory gwemmena scared
of “its own shadow, b
answer such questions?
Nop: even a litde bit

kistan has  been

acl for a free and fair
election since 2018, The
only way the country has
any chance at tackling
these questions is by con-
ducting a truly frée and

fair election. Only a gov-
ent with a fresh
mandate ~ even if such a
mandate is conjured up
through a coalition — can
attempt 10 tackle these
challenges. Absent the
public’s renewed confi-
dence through an _elec-
tion, there is no version of
Pakistan that will work
course, an election
and a new mandate, even
a thumping majority, do
not guarantee that the
resulting government will
be able to tackle these
uestions capably. But
they will be able ta tackle
them the way they want,
the wag the Pakistani
wants. Since 2018, the
decision of the military
leadership to install a
overnment of its own
iking in lslamabad has
meant that elected civil-
ian leaders have neither
the full agency to sink or
swim on”their own, nor
the liability to be answer-
able for their decisions.
Imran Khan's populari-
ty after Josing the vate of
no-confidence in 2022 is
not_easily explicable or
rephuh]eé but it is not
entirely drawn from his
charisma_nor the appeal
of Khan's lies about a
global anti-Khan conspir-
acy. It is also not hinged

on the anti-military tone
that Khan adopted after
being dumped by his

once-upon-a-time
patrons.  What  does
explain some_of Khan's
appeal since 2022 is that
he very clearly aligned all
his weaknesses with the
military leadership and
all his' strengths as his
oW

It seems unlikely that
the PML-N or PPP can
pull off such sophisticat-

ed and effective political
messaging in the weeks
and months to come - but
there should no doubt
about their attempts to do
50 in the not-too-distant
future. Both PDM mem-
bers will attempt 1o dis-
tance themselves from
the cool shade of the mil-
itary’s bosom under
which _they currently
reside. This is a manoeu-
vre both parties have
honed over decades, and
on¢ that Khan has master-
fully taken from under
their noses.

The military may have
gotten too used to having
all power in Pakistan
flow 1o it and through it
Things that feel fou are

nd hard to

ing dissociated from poli-
tics were clearly greatly
exag d.

All of these factors
make an early and imme-
diate general election
even more_imperative.
No one akistan
should be more keen fora
free, fair and credible
general election than the
military = so it can_rid
itself of the stench of the
post 2016 era and the
“mistakes’ of 2018, 2022
and everything before,
during_and after But as
ever there are vultures
and parasites lined up
from here to eternity,
ready to argue against the
most obvious way for-
ward for the country.
Three of the arguments
merit dismantling, early
and often
The first and most fre-
quent argument against
an immediate election is
the one used by many that
are understandably ~con-

vinced that absent a PTI
vigtory, Imran Khan will
refusé to_accept the out-
come of any election
This is true and has been

oven in 2013, But what
appened in 2014 was
more important. Khan
camped out, kind of, at D
Chowk — and he huffed
and puffed as is his wont,
but he could not blow this
house down. An elec-
mr.\t!‘\[ legitimate Nawaz
Sharil’ survived the triple
threat of Tahirul Qadri,
Imran

Khan and  the
invisible  hand __of
Pakistani politics.

Winners aren’t whiners.
Hold a free and fair elec-
tion. The loser won't

ave the capacity to
destabilize or undermine
a real winner — just like
2014. Besides, if Khan is
not going to accept any-
thing but a victory, then
holding an_election in
October 2023 or holding
itin April 2023 will make
no difference. Hold the
el n. As S00N 48 pos-
sible.

The second argument
against an immediate
announcement of elec-
tions is that the country
and its economy aren't
stable enough for an elec-
tion. But this was true a
year ago, and the econo-
my has gotten worse
since then. Yes, Shaukat
Tarin_lined the Finance
Division with landmines,
but Ishag Dar is doing the
same. The economy can-
not recover withoui d
cult decisions that
the electorate’s mai

he desperate retr
uncles arguing otherwise
as they salivate at the
prospects of an unelected
cabal of technocrats tak-
ing over Pakistan.

What are the French
protesting?

ast week saw

France in the

grip of another

wave of mass

protests which

swel)l across

the country following the

killing of 19-year-old

M%enanfﬁench teenager

Nahel, The boy was a res-

ident of Nanterre, a work-

ing-class town on_the

western outskirts of Paris

that became the epicentre
of unrest and chaos.

Only a few months
after it witnessed massive
protests ower pension
reforms, France once

in erupted with anger.

e protests continued
for more than one week
despite a crackdown and
appeals of calm by the
French police.

Incidents of violence
and looting were also
reported from different
parts of the country. The

use of force hurt the cause
of the protesters and
allowed Frend -

emment to use force
violent tactics usually
become counter-produc-

tive,

Protesters set fire to
cars and public buildings
The burning of school
buildings, theft in shops
and malls, and damage to
public property should
never be used as tools of
slmﬁgle The police
clashed with angry pro-
testers 1o clear the streets

protests.  They
arrested more than 3 000
protesters sa far on differ-
ent charges.

The current wave of
protests is the third
against the Macron gov-

ernment, which has been
marre continued
rotests and strikes. The
irst wave known as the
“Yellow Vest Movement’
erupted in 2018 and last-
for many months. It
was triggered by a huge
increase In fuel prices and

deteriorating  economic
conditions. The protesters
were not happy wi

Magcron’s neoliberal eco-
nomic policies.

The second wave of
mass protests and strikes
erupted against the con-
troversial pension
reforms in March/April
2023 and lasted for
weeks Millions of work-
ers, young people and
pensioners took part in
the strikes

The current wave of
protests has been trig-
gered by police brutality
and rampant racism in
French society. There is
widespread anger amon
Arabic and Black Frencl
communities  against
racial profiling, "police
repression and _ institu-
tional racism. The cost-
of-living ~ crisis,  high
youth unemployment, rfs-
ing inequality and deteri-
orating economic_condi-
tions are also fuelling
anger and discontent.

uts on social spend-
ing have forced the local
authorities to close or
limit public services. The
CUITENt €Conomic situa-
tion is the real reason
behind one revolt after
the other. The French des-
perately want to end the
decade-long  neoliberal
anslaught on wages, liv-
ing standards, pensions,
public  services  and

labour rights, This latest
outrage occurs at a time
when the Macron govern-
ment is_already weak,
fresh e hack of a
owerful struggle against
is_unpopular pensions
“reform
_ Paris-based American
journalist Lee Hockstader
n his column published
in the Washington Post on
July 1 writes: “In a recent
survey of Black and
mixed-race residents o
Fra.ﬂce“ nine in 10 said
they had encountered
racial discrimination, and
toughly half said they had
been stopped and asked
for their identification —
more than twice the share
of the overall population
who reported the same
thing, In the first months
of the [Covid-19]
demic lockdown, ‘a sur-
vey by Reuters found that
in France's five depart-
ments with the greatest
percentage  of immi-
grants, police issue fines
at a rate more than 50 per
cent higher than else-
where in the country.
“Such routine ‘racial
profiling is _a quotidian
reality for millions of res-
idents who, even if they
were bom in France or
have lived here for
decades, often are made
10 feel not fully French
For years, researchers
have " documented dis-
crimination in hiring and
schools and on  the
streets” Police shootings
in France have been on
the rise since 2017,
Thirteen people who did
not comply with traffic
stops were fatally shot by
the French.

Growing discontent

By Abdul Sattar

learn about their prob-
lems, After becoming

Interacting with people
has alwaysieen one of
the main components of
the art of ruling, In India,
the panchayat system n
villages ensures that peo-
ple from the ruling class
regularly interact with the

lemac-
racies like the UK, local
parliamentarians invest
their energies in schemes
that ap‘)casc their voters.
They also prefer to meet
their constituents by reg-
ularly visiting their con-
stituencies and sparing
some time for those who
vote them into .

e L, Greek city
states, including Athens,
used to have a mecha-
nism that could help them
learn about people’s sen-
timents, Even Sparta,
which was dictatonal m
nature, had crafted some
principles that would
enable them 1o have first-
hand knowledge of peo-
ple’s feelings.

In Pakistan, there has
been a lack of interaction
between the ruling elite
and the people. Many
parliamentarians prefer to
stay | in federal and
pravincial capitals,
grug‘ym%‘ luxuries of life
in elite housing societies
and upscale nefﬁhhoup
hoods 1t is true that they
show up at the funerals of
some local notables in
their constituencies, but
mostly they remain away
from ‘their native towns
and only bother to meet
their voiers at the time of
elections.

These politicians do
not have proper offices in
their constituencies to
meet their voters and

public atives,
they mmantcly ignore
their voters who come in
droves to cast their votes
and help them win,
it prime ministers,
who should be in the
quer and lower houses
of parliament to_answer
the questions of public
representatives,  find
excuses to avoid these
sessions. It is true that
some former prime min-
isters did attend the ses-
sions, but it is also a bitter
truth that most of them
frequently offer excuses
to remain absent from
such gatherings.
For instance, former
rime minister Nawaz
Sharif was crificized by a
number of critics for giv-
ing less time to porlia.
ment during 2013 and
2017, He _reportedly
attended 63 days during
his tenure after which he
was disqualified.
Nawaz's nephew Hamza
Sharif attended only 31
sessions.  His younger
brother, Shehbaz Sharif
was criticized for skip-
ping various sessions of
the Punjab Assembly
d&cglte being the leadér
ufrl)

e house

uring the same term,
the political rival of the
Sharifs, Imran Khan, also
had the lowest attendance
in parliament. During the
2013-2018  term, = he
attended only 20 National
Assembly sessions out of
the total of 465.

lot only do prime min-
isters and” chiel ministers
love to ignore parliamen-
tary sessions, g:t federal
and provincial ministers
also %nliow in the foot-
steps of their political

mentors when it comes to
ag;xendmﬁ/llegmlm_v: ses-
sions. any ministers
and advisers spend their
time in different coun-
tries, attending various
conferences or aceompa-
nying the prime minister
as a member of the dele-
gation 2
Those who monitor
parliamentary  affairs
often witness the anger of
various commitiee mem-
bers over the absence of
ministers and advisers. It
seems that members of
our ruling elite are not
only indifferent to the
problems of their con-
stituents, but are also
accustomed to_skipping
the meetings held to dis-
cuss such problems. This

indifference  prompts
hem to come up with
anti=pecple licies.
Their ment
schemes an

prol-
ects indicate that they
cater to the needs of the
select few, They seem to
ave  less  Awareness
about the issues being
faced by the people.
For ~instance, since
1988, the country ma
have witnessed hundreds
of development and infra-
structure gra;ems, _and
most of these_projects
were designed in a way
that led to the demolition
of numerous slums and
low-income areas.

From  the  Lyar
Expressway_and Gujjar
Nullah affectees and

farmers around Ravi in
Lahore to victims of the
Mirani  dam  in
Balochistan, millions of
peaple have either been
displaced or their liveli-
hoods destroyed because
of these projects. Due to
anti-encroachment

drives, thousands of peo-
ple lose their sources of
employment every year.
Tt is amusing that authon-
fies never pay attention to
elite schools or expensive
hotels or thousands of
private-property owners
who encroach upon cost-
le{ public land. The rulin,
ite still plans to launc

such schemes that will
largely affect the poor
residents of various local-
ities. We are yet to see if
those who have
encroached rallways land
will be evicted ‘or not
when the railway upgrade
projects are carned out in
the next few years.

ut why da sections of
our ruling elite demon-
strate such nonchalance
towards ordinary people?
The answer lies1n lack of
interaction between the
rulers and the ruled.
There was a tme when
sections of the elite
would send their siblings
to low-cost schools, pub-
lic universities and gov-
ernment colleges where
rich people would get an
opportunity to i
with students from differ-
ent financial  back-
grounds. But with the rise
of gated communities and
ultra-modern  housing
societies, such interaction

Elite and posh neigh-
bourhoods have their own
schools and higher educa-
tion institutions which are
affiliated with foreign
education  institutions.
Small markets and ven-
dors outside these areas
used to be one of the
ways connecting the ni
of “the country to veg-
etable sellers or shop-
keepers. With the rise of
shopping malls, such

interaction is also over.

> owners in
the past would visit their
manufacturing  plants,
interacting  with _ their
employees. Now wih the
rise of modern technolo-
ay, the owners can moni-
tor  workers thmu%h
CCTV or any mobile
application. The fall of
trade unions, which used
to protest against harsh
waorking conditions or
non-acceptance of their

emands, as  also
reduced the need for cap-
italists to show up at fac-
tories and talk to workers.

Most politicians from
the bottom layer of social
stratification _made it to
parliament through stu-
dent and trade union poli-
tics. Jehangir  Badar,

al Haider, Taj Haider,

aira) Muhammad Khan
and others were involved
in ether trade unions or
student politics. Our rul-
ing elite has weakened
trade unions and banned
student  organizations
deliberately

Consequently, it has
become almosi impossi-
ble for a low-income per-
son to participate in poli-
tics, and entering the
Pakistani parliament has
?nw E:]Dumc]usl aj dr}:ﬂr_ﬂ

‘or ordinar ople. It is
no wonderr!flgznplhpx an
overwhelming majority

our lawmakers 1n
provincial assemblies and
parliament are million-
aires and billionaires.
And these people serve
the same class.

If our politicians want
to consolidate demoeratic
traditions, they need to
reconnect with the people
and interact with them

A nation of savage
inequality

cughly
38,000 Us vel-
erans eat from
garbage cans

every day. So
Al ,{lcws

For

orted back in January,
advocating  a  helping
hand for homeless veter-
ans. It was nice to see the
news outlet that's usually
so hostile to those who
lack shelter take up their
cause, even if it was only
because these luckless
destitute had performed
military service.

Any compassion for

any segment of the mil-
lions ~of vagabonds
among us is welcome,

especially from an organ-
ization, one of whose
hosts, Jesse Watters, hates
homeless pe(_!g]c He even
called them “bags of flesh
mutating on the side-
walk,” on June 16. Very
likely some of those peo-
arded by Watters
as garbage are veterans
Bul  maybe  Watters
missed the Fox memo
about showing care for

that subset  of the
unhoused, whom he also
described as  ‘urine-

soaked junkies
. But then Watters — who
rcs é[\sceﬂd;ngdyo Tucb;er
arlson’s punditry spot —
has demoiized the hoime-
less for years. Back on
September 22, 2022,
Watters averred that “It
was more civilized when
we banished them to asy-
lums and put them n
strait jackets " More civi-
lized ‘because then “nice
people™ wouldn't have to
see them, Not, nota bene,
because penniless people
in mental agony were at

least receiving psychi-
atric and medical care.
Watters does not seem
particularly  concerned
about treating ﬁsychohcs
he just wants them out of
sight, preferably incarcer-
ated. A lot like Donald
‘Camps for the
Homgless' Trump, who
promises that if re-elected
president, he will remove
this so-called human
blight from city centers to
peripheral ‘camps’. As in
concentration camps.
This is capitalism. No,
zero, nada, zilch psychi-
atric or medical help for
poor people in mental
agony. Kinder, gentler
versions of capitalism,
so-calle xed
economies may provide
for people in such cir-
cumstances. The helpless
mac?' be institutionalized
and receive care — medi-
cines and therapy. They
are not left to peérish on
the streets. There exist in
some such economies the
NECEssary  structures,
physical ‘and bureaucrat-
1c, to tend to the demons
of paranoid schizophren-
ics.
But in the wild west
capitalism of 21st century
USA, the billionaires
don’t give a damn. And
they call the shots. They
own the congress, the
supreme court, the white
house, statehouses, gov-
ernors’ mansions,
Hollywood, the military
and every other political
or social institution — they

not own any given
outfit outright, the way
they ve bril

their way
into  control  of the
supreme court, but their

wishes are heard and
tended to. Our oligarchs

o not care  about
vagabonds tortured by
psychosis, even if there
are Jots of them.

Our American masters
of the universe simply
can't be bothered to
establish a psychiatric
public health ‘network
capable of relieving these
dispossessed  people’s
misery. Or 1o promote
affordable housing, for
those who sleep under the
stars  but don’t  hear
demonic  voices. For
heaven’s sake, we can’t
even get a president to
follow through on his
cﬂ:mp.g!%n promise 1o
establish a medical public
option, sifnice it might
drain profits away from
the health insurance rack-
et. Both Obama and
Biden explicitly reneged
on such a ° promise,
because the health insur-
ance mega-donors
weren't having it. You
think that same wildly
greedy health care indus-
try might consider a func-
mental health sys-
tem’ that empltzs
psychiatrists to treat the
men| ill? Ho, ha!
Think again

Meanwhile, =
supreme Court justices,
cach paired with a bil-
lionaire by an inequality
fanatic om the
Federalist Society named
Leonard Leo, gallivant
across the globe in pri-
vate jets 1o exotic locales.
where they enjoy, luxu
all-expenses-paid (they
have to be, since those
expenses amount to hun-
dred of thousands
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MESSAGE BY CHIEF SECRETARY
BALOCHISTAN ON WORLD POPULATION DAY

The Chief Secretary Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqaili, with reference to the World Population Day cele-
brated on Tuly 11, 2035, sad hat Iiiproved reprodctive health and el planning hold areat potential for
improving health indicators in Balochistan. The largest province of Pakistan faces numerous challenges
related to healthcare, including high maternal and infant mortality rates, limited access to quality health-
care services, and low contraceptive prevalence. By prioritizing reproductive health and family planning
interventions, Balochistan can make significant strides towards improving health outcomes for its popula-

uals and couples can make informed choices about family size and birth spacing. This not only improves
maternal health but also contributes to healthier pregnancies, reduces the strain on healthcare facilities, and
enhances child health outcomes

Addressing the cultural and social barriers to reproductive health and family planning is also crucial
Balochistan's diverse cultural context and conservative norms may influence attitudes towards reproduc-
tive health services and contracegallve use. By engaging community leaders, religious scholars, and local
influencers, it is Eoss‘btc to challenge misconiceptions, dispel myths, and foster a supportive environment
for reproductive health and family planning. Community-based initatives and awareness campaigns can
plgly a vital role in brcul:mgidowp barriers and promoting a:_-r,g]:lance, "

he Chief Secr_ctar)]'. further said that improving the availability and accessibility of reproductive health

services and family planning methods is paramount. This ingludes establishing and adequately equipping
healthcare facilities, training healthcare providers, and ensuring the availability of a wide range of contra-
ceptives. Community outreach programs, mobile clinics, and telemedicine initiatives can also help over-
come geographical and logistical barriers, particalarly in remote and underserved areas

Ahsan terms digital
economy vital for
sustainable development

BEIJING: Federal Minister for Planning
Develogmant & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal while

tion,
Firsly, investing in reproductive heallh services will help address the high maternel and infaat mortalic
ty rates in the province. By ensuring access to skilled antenatal care, safe delivery services, and postnatal
care, the health and survival rates of mothers and newborns can be significantly improved. This can be
achieved through the establishment and strengthening of healthcare facilifies, training healthcare
providers, and promoting community-based initiatives.

Additionally, family planning plays a crucial role in reducing unintended pregnancies and the associ;

ed risks. By expanding access fo a wide range of contraceptive methods and promoting their use, individ-

* TeRaEEE] =

sectors. .
The E-commerce platforms and online markeu:ﬂ aces
able busi A ldwid

highlighting the importance growing the digital en: _ > o reacl
economy has termed it vital to ensuré sustainable expanding their customer base and o%gm'lumlwes for
development of the coun

try rowth, explaimed the minister, while highlighting E-
This was remarked I:P’ him while speaking at the F'aklsmn‘ an important E of the SEs framework which
anel discussion titled: “Industrialization & Digital Era  was launched recently by the Planning Ministry.
Connectivity,” organized by the China_International Furthermore, he highlighted that digital conriectivity
Development Cooperation Agency (CIDCA) here. has provided businesses with the ability to access larg-
It is noted that the Planning Minister Ahsan Iqbal is  er markets beyond their immediate geographical
on a four-day official visit to China to attend a special  boundanes.
commemorative Joint Cooperation Commitiee  The digital era_has generated massive amounts of
(JCC) 1o be held on July 11{tomorrow) to mark the 10-  data through various sources, including production
(yé%rEoélcbrahuns of China Pakistan Economic Corndor  processes, customer interactions and market trends,

P i

said the mimister, who recently estabhished a n;
d the i iy itly established a Steering

Committee comprising experts from IT and private

sector for the implementation of digital transformation

and to increase digital exports in the cuunu%

. Similarly, the minister said that the combination of

il and digital P

new avenues for inmovation and entrepreneurship. _
The startups and small businesses can leverage digi-

latJalgal‘orms and technologies 1o reach global markets

and disrupt traditional industries, remarked the minis-

ter, while highlighting the ke{. Initiatives »\ﬂgc{h was,

The CPEC enters a siiuiﬁcunl milestone as it cele-
brates a decade of remarkable achievements in foster-
ing economic growth, infrastructure development, and

re%m.al oonngcuv.\r{.. i
hile }u_jghl|§C ting  the importance  of
“Industrialization & Digital Era Connectivity” the
planning minister said that industrialization and digi-
tal-era connectivity have transformed the world as both
have brought unprecedented opportunities for
progress, economic growth, and global pun_necqm? 3
However, he emphasized the harmonization in digi-  taken by the go which include
tal policies and standards by stronger collaboration of National Centers in Artificial
through multilateral forums, . Crbersecumy‘ automation & Robo
Ahsan Igbal said that digital connectivity hasrevolu-  Cl

Y e :
ulana  Fazl-Ur-Rehman and Federal ster for
d call on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,

in Federal Capital.
Sherry calls for
precautions as
heavy rains

Senate Body annoyed over
delay in provision of working
papers, lack of preparation

Intelligence,

tics, Big Data &

oud Computing, Quantum Computing  and
i

expected : 5 tionized communication and collaboration in industrial  Nanotechnology.IN
- : relating agenda items Pak-China ; g
umgé\ﬁw Rg::;:‘:as ug:’;%ﬁ ISLAMABAD: The meeting of minutes before the commence- all-weather PreSIdent dBCIares Tessnrl S

citizens and départments concerned to
remain alert as heavy rains are expect-
ed to hit the country in the next 24 to
48 hours

Taking to Twitter, the federal minis-
ter said, “Forecast of rain impacts in
the 24-48 hours in Pakistan, ‘fge high-
est amount of rainfall will be in
Ppnl{(gb‘s cities like Lahore, Narowal,
Sialkot. Other provinces have been
alerted too for heavy to moderate
rai

n

Forecast of rain impacts in the 24-
48 hours in Pakistan. The highest
amount of rainfall will be in Pur:ﬂab‘s
cities like Lahore, Narowal Sialkot
Other provinces have been alerted 100
for heuv[y to moderate rain,

She further warned that, “Urban
flooding alerts issued for cities and
municipal areas with risks of land-
slides., Coordinated preparedness and
proactive responses saves lives, so all
response team# both public and
NGOs in the affected areas need to

ant, ready.”

tional Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) said, “There is a
possibility af severe thunderstarms
and heavy rainfall in north/northeast-
em Punjab including Lahore, Sialkot
and Narowal with ligh or very high
river flows in Chenga‘ Rayi, " Sutlej
and its associated ~ Nullahs
Bhimber, Aik, Deg, Palkhu
Basantet — are expected "TNP

and

Aleem Khan, German
Envoy discuss political
situation, bilateral
trade volume

LAHORE: President of Istehkam-¢-
Pakistan Party (IPP) Abdul Aleem
Khan was called on German ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Alfred Grannas here
on Monday, discussed with him
Pakistan's political situation and bilat-
eral trade volume.

Speaking on the  occasion,
Ambassador Grannas said  that
Pakistan-German trade volume was
2.3 billion euros. Pakistan exports tex-
tile, leather garments, surgical instru-
ments, and rice to Germany, while it
imports machinery, chemical, and
industrial equipment
e German Envoy said that both
countries have a poiential to expand
trade in food processing and IT sector.

Aleem Khan said trade activity
between Pakistan and Germany
should increase, adding that Germany
was known for its values of leadership
qualities in the international commu-

jrannas said he was a fan of
Pakistan’s hospitality, especially that
of Lahorites.

At the end, the IPP President pre-
sented a shield to Grannas.INP

PIA air
hostess injured in
road mishap
passes away

SIALKOT: Pakistan International
Adrline (PIA) air hostess injured in
Sialkot-Lahore motorway road acci-
dent passed away on M‘nnda}f .
air hostess Rashida along with
another flight attendant was injured in
a road accident before Eid ul Azha

? were shifted to hospital where
Rashida undergane head surgery and
went into coma.INP

One terrorist
killed, another held in
joint operation

_PESHAWAR: One terrorist was
killed and another held in joint opera-
tion by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP
Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD)]

and police in Peshawar on Monday.

ceording to TD Shaukat
Abbas, the killed and nabbed terrorists
were involved in the targeted killing of | |

two Sikhs, two Christian community

members, and ulema in Peshawar dur-
the g@sl three months,

e killed terrorist identified as

Zafar was a member of a hanned out-
fit and hailed from Afghanistan.

e was killed in an operation in the
Bana Mari police station area IN]

Senate Standing Committee held
under the Chair of Senator
Mohsin Aziz here on Monday
expressed its displeasure over the
delay in provision of working
papers and the lack of preparation
related to the agenda items.

This lack of readiness led the
committee to defer several agen-
da items for future consideration.

The deferred items included
important legislative and non leg-
islative business including the
briefing by the secretary interior
and Dg Fylp\ on the recent inci-
dent of capsizing of bosat in
Greece which resulted into loss
of many young Pakistanis who
were trying to settle abroad for
better sources of livelihood

The commitiee expressed seri-
ous reservations on the fact that
the Ministry sought deferments
on all the bills that 1o just 30

ment of the meeting. The com-
mittee observed that, the min-
istry’s response has always been
the same however it was
observed that now it has become
more persistence and non profes-
sional.

The chairman committee said
that he has tried ev ssible
way to redress this issue but to no
avail and said that the last option
left is to move a privilege motion
against the mimstry. The commit-
tee regretfully deferred the meet-
ing up till next week.

The meeting was attended by
Senator Samina Mumtaz Gilam,
Rana Magbool Ahmed, Shahadat
Awan, Fauzia Arshad, Kamil Ali
Agha, Denesh Kumar, Sarfaraz
Ahmed Bugti and Senator
Mushtag Ahmad Khan. Officials
of some relevant departments
were also in attendance INP

PAC organizes
Shahdat-e-Hazrat Imam Hussain
& Baqa-e-Pakistan Conference

RAWALPINDIL: Punjab Arts
Council (PAC) in collaboration
Panjatan  Pak 1n:ema1|\1)ga}l‘
M. i

tion of Imam Hussain will contin-
ue till the end of the world. N

Addressing the conference, Pir
Sultan said that the

Martyrdom of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (A 8.) & Baga-e-Pakistan

‘onference.

Pir Azmatullah Sarwari Qadri
presided over the Conference
while Assistant Director of Arts
Council Muhammad Suleman
i:erfprmed the duties of host.
ranian cultural consul Ehsan
Khazaei attended the conference
as a special guest

Addressing the conference, the
Iranian cultural consul said that
Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA) is not
the Imam of any one school but
the Imam of humanity. There is no
example of sacrifice like Imam
Hussain in the history of humani-
ty. Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA)
was not worried about the govemn-

ment; he did not tolerate rebellion
against the religion of Hazrat
uhammad (S.A\W). The men-

IMF team met PPP & PTI
leaders to get clarification
about agreement: PEW

ISLAMABAD: Executive
Director of Pakistan Eeconom
Watch (PEW), Saifuddin Sheikl
said on Monday that the
International  Monitory  Fum
E’ '} team held meetings with
akistan ngte‘s Party (FPP) and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

ers to_get commitment from
them to abide by the agreement as
it still has "concems about
Pakistan In a statement issued
here, he said that the IMF wants
that whichever government comes
to power in Pakistan should not
wviolate the agreement but should
implement it in letter and spirit.
afuddin Shaikh further stated
that due to this concern, the
team met with the leaders of two
parties and the team was assured
of full cooperation The IMF, like
foreign instifutions and investors,
is also apprehensive about
Pakistan's habit of breach of
romises, he added The business
ader said that the leadership of

unparalleled sacrifice of Hazrat
Imam Hussain (a.s.) teaches us
that in order to obtain the pleas-
ure of Allah Almighty, we should
sacrifice our lives, wealth, honor
and dignity, family and children
in_ the night way. The manerdnm
of Sayyid ul Shuhda Hazrat
Imam Hussain (AS} is the bright
chapter in the history of Islam
which is unique and unparalleled
in terms of its status. His great-
mness is still the same today as it
was centuries ago. He said that in
Muharram al-Haram, the holy life
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be
u%:m im) should be narrated,
which will improve the atmos-

here of love, peace and brother-

ood in different areas. In
Muharram al-Haram, the teach-
ing of Quran and Hadith should
also be made public. INP

PPP and PTI have assured co
ation to the IMF team after whi,
the loan tranche is expected to be
released soon Pakistan is famous
for violation of agreements in
which the Reko Dig, IPPS, recent
budget, and agreement with the
IMF by the previous govemnment
, he remarked
Shaikh said that due
1 these violations, few are willing
to invest in Pakistan and if anyone
wants to invest here, he needs
incredible returns due to the risk.
Moreover, the investors need sov-
uarantees (o remain on the
de Pakistan has also had to
pay billions of dollars in fines due
breach of agreements and its
een badly affect-
s Process continues.
Top offi
without pr
later stop tl
declaring it against the
interest or scare the investors
away INP

friends, strategic
cooperative
partners: Mahesh
Kumar

ISLAMABAD
Member of the National
Assembly ’\MNA) and
Minister” of State for
Health Service,
Regulations an
Coordination,  Mahesh
Kumar Malani has said
that China and Pakistan
are all-weather friends
and strategic cooperative
partners and botl Dﬁiﬂln'
iries enjoy exemplary
fngnd;}l\(lp. i

eaking during an
ime?view gwith a éhiﬂa
Media Group's Urdu serv-
ice, he appreciated China
for helping Pakistan in the
fight against COVID-19
pandemic and extending
all-out supgm‘l during last
year's floods.

Ramesh Kumar com-
menting about the 10th
anniversary of the Belt
and Road Inminative, said
China aspires for
common development of
all mankind under win-
win cooperati
Belt and Road Initiative is
apart ofit.

ngh_h%nu_ng the bene-
fits of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor in
Pakistan, Mahesh Kumar
d that the flagship proj-
ect 15 an_ideal gro]c;:l
under the Belt and Road
Initiative. B

Mahesh Kumar said
that currently, Chinese
language is being mgg\u

in schools in Thar IN

Seven drug
pushers held,
cache of narcoties
recovered across
country

KARACHL: The Anti
Narcotics Force (ANF)
arrested seven dru§ -
dlers and recovered huge
quantity of narcotics n
countrywide operations.

The ANF spokesperson
said that during operation
an operation at Khana
Road of Rawalpindi, a
drug peddler was arrested
wit one  kilogram
hashish while I8 Kilo-

ram methamphetamine
%Ioc) hidden in shrubs was
regovered in Turbat.

Three people were held
after recovery of 10 kilo-

ram hashish from a rick-
shaw  near  Bilawal
Chouwrangi Clifton, 1.7
kilogram “methampheta-
mine (Ice) and two kilo-
gram heroin from a vehi-
cle in G Town
Karachi, 2

Drug peddler hailing
from Khairpur was arrest-
ed after recovery of
kilogram hashish near
Shikarpur road Sukkur. A
Bahrain bound passenger
was offloaded after
Crystal (Ice) INP

| » -
ISLAMABAD: Salman Hussain, Senior Partner, A.F. Furguson & Co (PWC) called on

Finance Minister Senator Mehammad Ishaq Dar, today and gres:nw him latest pub-

lication titled “*Navigating the future of Opportunities and

banking sector.

hallenges" on country's

efforts for public welfare
projects commendable

KARACHL: President Dr. Arif Alvi
has declared the efforts of Governor
Sindh Mohammad Kamran Khan Terrori
For public welfare projects as commend-
able. The President stated this while
talking to the Governor who called on
him at Governor House Karachi on
Mu}‘da)’.‘Durm%‘lhe meeting, ongoing
r_rojecli in the Sindh province, coopera=
ion of the federal government, meas-
ures pertaining to the restoration of
metropolis infrastructure and other
issues of mutual_interests came under
discussion, Speaking an the occasion,
Kamran_ Tessori said that the coopera:
tion of federation holds key importance
for development of the province He said
that steps were taken to ensure the wel-
fare of the people and all available

sources were being utilized in this
regard The Governor also felicitated the

ISLAMAB.
on President

President Alvi on performing Hajj

Dr. Arif Alvi apprecimedﬁ: launch of
development  projects y  Sindh
Governor to lessen the miseries of the
people of province.

e President stated this while talking
to the Governor who called on him at
Gavemor House Karachi on Monday.

. During the meeting, ongoing projects
in the Sindh province, cooperation of the
federal government, measures pertai.
ing to the restoration of metropelis infra-
structure and other issues of mul
interests came under discussion.

eaking on the occasion, Kamran

esson said that the cooperation of fed-
eration holds key importance for devel-
opment of the province He said that
steps were taken 1o ensure the welfare of
the people and all available resources
were being utilized in this regard INI

h

CPEC as flagship project
guaranteed Pakistan’s future

development:

BEUING: Ambassador of Pakistan to
China, Moin ul Haque has said that
China_Pakistan Economic Corridor
{CPEC), being a flagship project to
Jointly build the Belt and Road Imtiative
fBRI{ has changed Pakistan's infrastruc-
ture layout and laid a solid foundation
for Pakistan’s future development,

In an interview, the Envoy said that
during Chinese President Xi Jinping's
visit to Pakistan in 2015, the two coun-
tries signed more than 50 cooperation
agreements and launched a number of
PI‘?JECIE such as energy, transportation
mftastructure and port construction
under the CPEC framework.

Moin ul Haque said that the power
eneration and distribution projects
aunched and completed by Pakistan and
China have greatly alleviated Pakistan’s
power shortage and enhanced Pakistan’s

trade and investment image. By the end
of 2022, the CPEC had directly created
236,000 jobs.

Temn% Gwadar Port as the

the CPEC, which is crucial to Pal

earl of
tan's

£Lxd 2003 Qo3 Mg pac et
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Envoy Haque

economic transformation, he said that
this year, many key projects, includin
New Gwadar [nternational Airport, wil
make important progress. The new proj-
ects will accelerate the development of
Gwadar Port and the Free Trade Area

Ambassador Haque said that the sec-
ond phase of the construction of the
CPEC has been launched, which will
strongly promote the cooperation
between the two countries in industry,
science and technology, agriculture arid
other fields, o

The CPEC is of great significance to
Pakistan's economic development and
social progress, which is the general
consensus of all sectors in Pakistan, he
added. 5 ;

During  Prime Minister Shabazz
Sharif"s visit to China in November last
year, he stressed that Pakistan is willing
to work with China to continue to pro-
mote the h|gh-q‘|2m]a|:ly joint construction
of the Belt and Road Initiative. The two
countries also signed the China-Pakistan
Industrial Cooperation. INP

i

e A e L ]

PM 04:00 £09:30

) dofli L e dertld
HackBlroey 433 A 2SR i | ol 2 424-07- 2023 (BPSAAGE 1

428

LA 072023 T ot |2
(BPS-12)

1171 25-07-2023

St 2507-2023

271 26.07:2003




