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No doctor in 10 out
of a total 12 prisons
in Balochistan
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Police reluctant to arre

killers of father, son:
F " Claim residents of Noshki

Army expresses ‘serious
concerns’ on safe havens,
liberty of action available
to TTP in Afghanistan

News Desh 7
Mot \ ———— o 2
News Desk = fh. | QUETTA: In Balochistan, there s e COS
L~ 4 is no doctor for inmates in 10 out of &

QUETTA: The armed
forces of Pakistan have
“serious concerns about
the safe havens and liber-

of action available 10"

Balochist :
prohlems of the inmates languish-
mg[m prisons for years

Tehreek-i- he medicines budget has also

1
me, banned -i
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) i
Afghanistan, the mil
tary’s media affairs wing
said in a statement on
Friday
Army
concerned
over liberty of
action
available to
TTP in
Afghanistan:
ISPR

The Inter-Services
Public Relations }ISI_’R)
statement came foll owing
Chief of Army Staff Gen
Asim Munir’s visit to
Quetta Garrison where he
was briefed on a recent

attack on a military
installation in
Balochistan’s Zhob

anit ; ;

A total of nine soldiers
were martyred in the
attack that ook place on
Wednesday while securi-
ty forces killed five ter-
rorists  in retaliatory
action

/

Gen Munir
briefed on
recent terrorist
attack in
Zhob during
Quetta visit

According 1o Zhob
District Commissioner
(DC) Azeem Kakar, a
civilian woman was also
killed in the incident after
being caught in the cross-
fire while Tive other civil-
ians were left injured,

"Involveme
nt of
Afghan
nationals in
terrorism is
another key

concern”

Today, the ISPR said,
the army chief visited the
soldiers injured in the
attack  at  Combined

o
Military Hospital, lauded
their services and appreei-
ated their resolve. He also
paid “rich tribute[s]” to
the martyrs, the statement
added.In the statement,
the military also
expressed concern over
the availability of “safe
hav and liberty of
o the P in
anistan and said, “Tt
15 expected that the nter-
im Afghan government
would not allow the use of
its s0il to perpetrate terror
against any country, in the
real sense and in line with
commitments made in the
Doha agreement”

been reduced from rupees & million
to 3 million, jail sources said. They
requested anonymity since they
were not authorized to speak to the
media. Although, this was not veri-
fied by the officials of the prison
department.

4 central and 8
district jails in
Balochistan

There are 4 central and 8 district
jails in Balochistan, where more
than 3 thousand peo’ﬂe are impris-
oned, sources revealed. According
0 them, there are no doctors in 10
jails, including the largest jail of the
province, Central Jail Mach, in
these jails. " =

Chief Justice Balochistan High
Court (BHC), Mr_Justice Naeem
Akhtar Afghan had expressed dis-
pleasure over the non-appointment
of a doctor in the Mach jail and, he
had ordered an immediate appoint-
ment.

Seven posts of
doctors and 2
posts of LMOs
in jails vacant

Instead of doctors, dispensers
perform the duties of treating pris-
oners. According to the govem-
ment of Balochistan, there are cur-
rently seven posts of di s and
two LMOs vacant in the prisons

Non-availability of medical staff

Around 1100 prisoners
languishing in the
district jail Quetta

Quetta Jail \éjil]l 1100 prisoner

in Balochistan prisons and the being supplied with “medicines
shortage of medicines have also worth Rs 600,000 annually
become a serious problem. Till ~Despite the orders of the

Balochistan High Court to provide
medical facilities in jails, the gov-
emment is yet to_improve health
facilities in jails. The summary of
appointing doctors in 10 prisons
and increasing the quota of medi-
cines to one and a half crore has
been sent to the Department of
Home and Health, the sources con-
cluded

2020, the prison department was
receiving medicines worth 60 lakhs
from the provineial government

However, despite the increase in
the number of prisoners and the
increase in thefncas of medicines,
the provincial government has
reduced the fundseﬁw_en to the jail
department for medicines from’ 60
lakhs to 30 lakhs

Change of traffic police uniform a positive step:

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: The lnsgec_wr ’
neral of olic
Balochistan, Abdul Khali
Sheikh termed the change o

tive step towards

IG Police Balochista
—

—

reforms. He expressed these

views while addressing a .

function in connection wil

the change of uniform for
lice at the police line
uetta on Friday,

Senior police

Police  chief
the traffic
to double

" The
directed
policemen

. g
rule of law in the province.

Traffic

this move would

the people. “We are their ser-
zed but 1 consider i3

vanis, not masters”, Mr = ’

. i He said ty was  that there were some elements 1 their efforts and change

officers and jawans }’,‘,{;mﬁ,eﬂg‘,“ "‘,{{,“gﬁ;’fﬁ Eheiith et iopell I facing the t?ors: :r:ﬂﬁ: jam  within the force involved in paltce. oﬂicers their  behavior aioz%g

were also present  suated He said the police uettu facin, issues and he was taking all taking bribes. However, he durmg the With thate ARG

2 force must address the griev- the worst traffic positive and effective steps to  said the majority of the per- 5 5 g %

on the occasion ances of the masses and come ve the traffic issue sonnel were committed to while performing their
———

The police chief admitted upholding the banner of the funcﬂoﬂ duties.

IBCC session begins in Quetta
to discuss examination system

SSSSSSsjam issue

up with the expectations of
Police reluctant to arrest killers of father,
son:

Claim residents of Noshki
St B o (R

Education Desk

NOSHKI: The

dents of Galangur District
Nushki have said in their
statement that on July 9,
2023, early in the morn:
ing a father and son were
killed by robbers in the
Qambrani Road area of
Quetta,

In_ their statement, the
residents said that the
bandits killed the father
and the son and left their
house in ruins, while the
rest of the %c\'emmem.
especially the police
department, has complet-

the task only 1o sus-
pend an officer,

bdul Kareem
Sarparah, an elder of the
family demanded of the

No progress in
the case since
the removal of

Khalil Bugti

What has _happened
since the officer was
removed from his posi-
tion? He said that we con-
sider the removal
Circle Shalket D!
Khalil Bugti as pulting
our case in cold storage
There is only one officer,
are the other officers
acquitted, vou people
think that suspending an
officer will pive false
comfort to the victim’s

p— .
family to cover up their
incompetence, but fou
people do nothing less
than rub salt in our
wounds, he lamented

We, the victims’ [z
lies, demand
Balochistan governm
and the top officers of the
police that no specific

officer shquld be targeted
on our victims and the
killers should be arrested
as soon as possible, ather-
w we, the people of
Gulingur Nushki, will be
forced 1o protest strongl!
Qu Taftan will blocl

vay. the heirs of

the WaY.
the victims warned

The Inter Boards
Coerdination Committee
TBCC) session began
ere in Quetta to discuss
a number of issues relat-
ing to the examination
system across the coun-
try. The Balochistan
Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Education
(BBISE) is hosung the
session to discuss ways
and means to improve the
examinaiion system

the

Ejaz Baloch,
Chairman of BBISE,
and chairmen from all
boards are participating
in the session. As per
the agenda obtained by
the Daily Quetta Voice,

the participants are dis-
cussing_the uniformity
in the format of result
cards of all BISEs, uni-
form policy for regis-

[ other
issues
The session would
conclude on July 14
(tomorrow).

of candidates

tration
during the 2nd annual

important

examination,  imple-
mentation plan national
curriculum of Pakistan,

New loan programme will anchor Pakistan’s immediate
efforts to stabilise economy, says IMF

ISLAMABAD: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said that
Pakistan’s new $3 billion loan programme would anchor the country’s
immediate efforts to stabilise the economy and ensure that the current bal-
ance of paigmyn:s need was fulfilled, . . .

Earlier this week, the global lender’s executive board green-lit the nine-
month standby arrangement (SBA) in order “to support the authorties
economic stabilisation pmgbnsmmt:'

e board approved the bailout pack?ée for the country for an amount
of $2.25bn Special Drawing Rights (SDRS) — reserve funds that the insti-
tution credits to the accounts of its member nations, the IMF said in a
statement, adding that this amounts to about $3bn, or 111 per cent of
Pakistan’s quota

The programme, she stated, was aimed at suppnnin‘{; the sovern-
ment’s economic stabilisation plan and policies, with due protection
for the most vulnerable, and providing a tramework for financing from
multilateral and bilateral partners, ) L e
The spokesperson stressed that “steadfast policy implementation™
was critical in the period ahead. “This will be critical for the success
of the programme and, of course, ultimately, for aiding and supporting
the people of Pakistan,” she added.
went on to say that programme, although short, would
ensure that Pakistan’s current balance of payments need was fulfilled
“While it is a relatively short programme, it provides time for
Pakistan to implement policies critical to strengthening its domestic

Subsequently, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar said the first tranche of $1.2 external economic situation, thereby supporting sustainability.
billion was deposited in the central bank, while the “balance amount™ of “Of course, resolving Pakistan’s structural chal]en:fgesrwﬂl likel
$1.8bn would be handed over after two reviews in November and require co ued reforms over the medium term to underpin the need-
February. ed economic transformations,

1s, to strengthen inclusive growth
prospects, and to create an environment conﬁ
cagua] inflows,” she stated. 3
he spokesperson also assured that the IMF was always standing
ready to work with the country and the _nﬁ-’\-emmem in efforts 10
Y-

ucive to renewed private

In a press briefing on Thursday, IMF
spokesperson Julie Kozack said the SBA came at

a “challenging juncture” restore sustainability and economic stability Web Desk
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Funds lapse in
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financially-starved
Balochistan

Lapsing of funds is a common
The provincial health minister,

Dialogue for the economy

he PTI government
made various efforts to
artract foreign investment
in Pakistan during its first
two years in power. ih‘dgh,
level delegations and ]ﬁ:
nitaries from  Saudi
Arabia, China, Turkey,
Malaysia, the UAE and
Qatarvisited Pakistan
from 2018 10 2019

These countries signed

department lapsed Rs.7 billions allocated for the purchase of medicines and equip-
ment for government hospitals.

This exposed the poor

tical commitment coupled with bad govemance and

incompetent officers 1n Balochistan, which is already lagging behind other provinces
in terms of key social indicators.

Hospitals without m

Government-run hospitals
medicines for the last three months. This compounded th
patients knocking the doors of government hos
Since the elites can afford to go to Karachi for m

needy

es for last three months in Balochistan

in Quetta, the provincial capital have been without
3 thlems of deserving and
als.

al treatment. So the deserv-

ing and needy patients remained the worst sufferers of this incompetency of the gov-

ernment in general and the health department in particular.
i ines out of order for the Iast two and hall

vears in BMC

Look at t_hu‘imnf, the angiography and a
h 's largest

the arges|

(BMC) hospital for the lasl!r'\\m and half years.
ga‘ Unfortunately, the reports are falling on deaf ears.
is

out of order mag
The BMC adm

ngioplasty machines are out of order at
hospital i.e. Bolan Medical Complex
is daily has repeatedly report

the

ration cites lack of funds as the underlying reason behind
the non repair of machines

Rs,7 billions lapsed in health department Balochistan

This is strange, on one hand Rs

billions are lapsed by the department, on the

other hand, the same department complaints about lack of funds for the repair of two

machines in BMC

Simply, this is

the machines are deliberately

clinics and hospitals.

d by this daily suggests

d an i i d
made out of order to force the patients towards private

Provincial government should put its own house in order prior to criticism of

Islamabad

From the province’s chief minister to a section officer ev

one speaks about the

financial erisis, currently. Blaming Islamabad for the all illsst)t_h_c province has been
dhe llmark of all polical Teadrs from government o opposition

However, they are yet to put their own

pline in this resources-starved province of the country.

house in order and ensure financial disci-

multiple memorandums
in the financially-starved Balochistan. | of ding (MOUS
Sved Ehsan Shah revealed a biter reality that his | and agreements sworl

billions of dollars with
Pakistan to invest in
petroghemical,  agricul-
ture, infrastructure devel-
oﬁmerm founism, renew-
able energy, and many
other sectors.

For instance, Saudi
Arabia_agreed to invest
$20 billion in various
Em ects, including a $10
illion oil refinery and
Ee‘mmchemlcat complex in

wadar. China pledged
to enhance its coopera-
ton under the China-
Pakistan onomic
Corridor  (CPEC)  an
supi:ml Pakistan’s indus-
trialization and social-
sector

development
Turkey expressed its
interest in investin:

Pakistan’s  automobile
and tourism  sectors.
Malaysia signed five
MOUs with Pakistan o
expand bilateral trade and
investment ll'\‘ diverse

ments support and $3.2
billion in" deferred oil
payments, Qatar_prom-
1sed to invest $3 billion in

ural gas (LNG) exports to
Pakistan

_ However, despite polit-
ical support trom the
highest ~ level, those
MOUs never material-
ized. Experts attribute
this situation to weak fol-
low-up, bureaucratic hur-
dles, procedural delays,
and lack of coordination
ameng_different govern-
ment agencies and min-

or example, the
Sau refinery project
in Gwadar faced multiple
challenges, such as secu-
rity issues, land acquisi-
tion, environmental con-
i and _feasibility
The CPEC proj-
ects also slowed down
due to disagreements
over financing terms,
power tariffs, tax exemp-
tions, and security situa-

ion.

Turkish investment in
the automobile sector was
hampered by the lack of a
clear policy framework
and incentives for new
entrants. A I
investment  in
telecommunication sector
was stall y regulatory
hurdles and 1égal disputes

areas such as
nication, technology, and
halal food.

The UAE announced a
$62 billion package for
Pakistan, including $3
billion in balance of pay-

faced by the existing
Mal
inPakistan

operatin

13 UAEE package for
Pakistan was partially
delivered as only $2 bil-
lion out of $3 billion was
disbursed as a balance of

payment support. The
eferred oil * payments
facility was suspended
er eight months due to
falling il prices. Qatan
investment in  various
sectors was also delayed
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the changing
regional dynamics.
Another factor that irks
friends of Pakistan is the
lack of policy consistency
and  continuity.  For
instance, Saudi Arabia
asked Pakistan to reﬁy
$1 billion from the $3 bil-
fion loan it had given ear-
lier. Reportedly, Saudi
rabia was displeased
with some inaj pm?riate
remarks made by a high-
ranking individual in
Pakistan. China  also
paused some of the proj-
ects in Pakistan as it was
concerned about the secu-
rity situation. The UAE
also had some reserva-
tions about Pakistan's
stance on regional issues
such as Yemen and Iran,
Qatar also had some
diplomatic tensions with
Pakistan over the Afghan
peace process and the
recognition of the Taliban
me.

il .
he sitation got fur-
ed w

amidst 'i‘-" cal instabili-
ty in Pakistan, its frien
adopted a “wait and see’
approach. Their reluc-
tance to give financial
assurances to Pakistan
until they gm clarity on
what would happen next
on its political front had
in turn stalled Pakistan’s
IMF  programme. The

thinking has been that the
IMF will not release the
next loan tranche until it
receives specific financial
assurances from these
couiitries

The examples above

show how  procedural
bartiers, lack of coardina-
tion, and erceived

inconsistencies in
cies can adversely affect
Pakistani rests.
However, the i ves
that  addressed  these
issues were successful
Here are some examples.

example  is
Pakistan’s_response to
Covid-19. The delta vari-
ant of the coronavirus
created havoc in India,
but Pakistan was able to
contain the losses o the
economy  and  human
lives. is was largely
due o the mechanism of
the National Command
and Operation Centre
}NCOC which was joint-
y steered by the civil and
military leadership, Tt
monitored the situation,
made  decisions,  an
implemented policies to
control the spread of the

virus

The NCOC also coor-
dinated with provincial
OVernments 1o ensure
the availability  of
resources such as hospital
beds, ventilators, and per-

sonal protective equip-
ment (PPE) where the:
were needed most

Moreover, it oversaw the
implementation of meas-
ures that proved wvital to
slow down the spread of
the virus, such as lock-

downs, secial distancing,
mask-wearing, and most
importantly, vaccination.
Another example is
Pakistan’s  graduation
from the grey Tist of the
Financial “Action Task
Force (FATF). Pakistan
success nl;ty compli
with one of the toughest
action plans of the FA
and the Asia Pacific
Group. ~ Behind  this
accomplishment was a
civil-military coordina-
tion mechanism: an FATF
core cell at the GHQ
This cell comprised rep-
resentatives from various
ministries, departments,
and agencles involved in

-4
8
&

n
synchronized
compliance = with  all
action points in a timely
manner.

The NCOC and the
FATF core cell, jointly
steered by civil and mi
tary leadership, acted as
convenient i

dows’ for addressing the
challenges related 10
Covid-19 and the FATF

arey list If Pakistan had a
similar mechanism to fol-
low up en investment and
economic partnerships
MOUs/agreements
some of them could have
been successfully imple-
mented by now. ~
Keeping that in mind,
in J\»Iz 2,  the
Sustainable Devet:ygmem
Policy Institute (SDPI)
proposed to form an eco-
nomic security council
(ESC) comprising civil

and military.

Pakistan’s trade policy
plays a key role in inte-
grating the couniry into
the global  economy
through global value
chains  (GVCs). The
analysis of Pakistan's
export dynamics - differ-
entiating between direct
and indirect trading, eval-
vating GVC participation
rates, and  examimng
GVC lengths — provides
valuable insights into the
country’s position in

global” production net-
works.
It is important to

explore the mplications
of these findings and pro-
pose key trade [i]olicy
measures  to  enhance
Pakistan's involvement in
GVCs.

Pakistan's exports can
be classified into direct
and indirect trading,
Direct trading refers to a
simpler form of trade
where solely Pakistan’s
value-added is exported
to and used by the import-
ing country,

Direct trading exports
accounted for $25.6 bil-
lion out of a total of $32.5
billion in gross exports in
2022, Indirect trading
involves the incorporation
of foreign value-added
into  the production
process, exemplifying the
cross-border produ
sharing _characteristic of
GVCs. Pakistan’s indirect
trading was around $6.9
billion in the same year.

By analyzing trade in
terms of value-added, we
can reveal hidden indirect
trading connections not
evident in_traditional
trade data. China serves
as the initial destination

Rethinking

for 158 per cemt of
Pakistan’s  re-exported
exports, while
Bangladesh receive
around 7.8 per cent of
these exports.
Additionally, hina

accounts for 17 4 per cent
of the imported inputs
used in  Pakistan's
expaorts, followed by 12.8
per cent from the US
These findings highlight
the slfmﬁcanoe of region-
al and global trading part-
ners in Pakistan’s integra-
tion into GVCs. 3
GVC  participation
rates serve as a crucial
measure of a country’s
engagement in global pro-
duction networks.
Pakistan’s GVC participa-
tion rates have shown
minimal growth over the
st two decades, lagging
ehind other developing
countries like Vietnam
and  Cambedia Te
enhance these rates, the
country needs to adopt
targeted trade policies.
First, diversification of
export sectors beyond
textiles is essential to cap-
ture opperiunities in
emerging industnes. This
requires identifying sec-
tors with growth potential
and providing appropriate
policy support to facilitate
their development.
Second, improving the
ease of doing business
and creating an enabling
environment for invest-
ment can attract foreign
direct investment (FDI)
and promote technologi-
advancements.
Investments in research
and development, innova-
tion, and skills develop-
ment  will  enhance

Pakistan’s competitive-
ness and enable 1t to par-
ticipate in higher value-
added segments of GVCs
Third, fostering region-
al integration and connec-
tivity Is crucial. Pakistan
should actively pursue
regional trade agreements
and initiatives, such as the
South Asian Free Trade
Area  (SAFTA), 1o
enhance trade flows with-
in the region. This will
facilitate greater cross-
border investments, tech-
nology  transfer, and
knowledge-sharing,
strengthening Pakistan's
position in regional and
global value chains.
Pakistan primarily
exports  simple textile
products and relies on for-
eign processing support to
produce finished goods.
To mave up the value
chain, it is imperative to
strengthen domestic pro-

cessing  capabilities
Trade policies should
focus on  promoting

domestic value addition
and encouraging invest-
ments in advanced manu-
facturing  technologies,
research and develop-
ment, and skills enhance-
ment. This will enable
Pakistan to undertake
more stages of the pro-
duction process domesti-
cally and increase the
value-added components
in its exports.

In the agriculture sec-
tor, where both domestic
and foreign  processing
contribute 1o exports,
trade policies should sup-
port the development of
agro-industries and value
chains. This involves
improving infrastructure,

trade

facilitating access to
finance, enhancing
research and development
in agricultural technolo-
gies, and promoting link-
ages between farmers and
agro-processing _ indus-
tries doing so,
Pakistan can enhance pro-
ductivity, reduce post-
harvest losses, and cap-
ture adglem:r share of
value-added in agricultur-

al exﬂgom

Efficient trade facilita-
tien measures and robust
infrastructure are vital for
integrating into GVCs
Trirts policise shoild B
oritize the simplification
and harmonizaton of cus-
toms procedures, reduc-
ing trade costs, and facili-
tating cross-border trade.
The implementation of
single-window  systems,
automation of customs
processes, and the estab-
lishment of trade informa-
tion portals can expedite
trade flows and enhance
competitiveness

Infrastructure develop-
ment is equally important.

By Dr Mubammad Zeshan

should emphasize educa-
tion and vocauonal‘rtamd-
ing programmes alignes
wl%hpm ustry nﬂadsy‘ﬂy
equipping_the workforce
with  relevant  skills,
Pakistan can meet the
demands of higher value-
dded production
processes, attract quality
Jobs, and improve labour
roductivity,
Collaboration reen
the government, private
sector, and educational
institutions is crueial to
bridge the skills gap and
foster a capable work-
force for GVC-related
industries
Pakistan's trade policy
can reshape its involve:
ment in GYCs and global
roduction networks, By
everaging the insights
ained from amalyzing
irect and indirect trad-
ing, evaluating GVC par-

ticipation  rates, and
understandin, Gve
lengths. Pakistan can

devise targeted policies to
enhance us integration
into GV Cs.

in
tion networks, logistics
hubs and modernizing
ports will improve con-
nectivity, reduce transit
times and lower logistics
costs. Special economic
zones and mdustrial parks
should be established
strategically, providing
necessary infrastiucture,
utilities, and incentives to
attract investment and
promote  manufacturing
activities linked to GVCs.

To effectively partici-
pate in GVCs, Pakistan
must invest in skills
development and human
capital. Trade policies

To maximize its poten-
tial, Pakistan should
focus on diversifying
export sectors, strength-
ening domestic process-
ing capabilities, foster-
ing regional integration,
facilitating trade, invest-
ing in infrastructure, and
promoting skills devel-
opmen

By implementing
these measures, Pakistan
can harness the opportu-
nities offered by g\r’(_‘s,
attract investments,
upgrade its industries,
and achieve sustained
and inclusive economic
growth

Drowning to live

he caj

of a ng
trawler off the

coast of Greece

has  shocked

many around
the world, At least 78
have died and several
hundred remain missing.
Pakistan was reported-
ly the most well repre-
sented nation on the boat
The Foreign Office has
reported that 12
Pakistanis have been
identified among those
whose bodies have been
ound - many more, per-
haps hundreds, remain
unaccounted for. CNN
has reported a Pakistani
official source claiming
that 300 Pakistanis may
have died. Already the
dissembling and perfor-
mative aches and pains of
a helpless and hapless
state and societal elite has
be%\un
As I write these words
an the *day of mourning’
for the middle-class men
and women that died flee-
ing this place, the out-
come of the inquinies, the
outrage and the flagella-
tion in the discourse is the
only thing about Pakistan
that 15 guaranteed. The
third-tier criminals that
are the last mile of the
supply chain that ends
with Palistanis Jumping
off HMS Sohni Dharti
will face some jail time,
maybe even serious jail
time. But the first-lier
criminals that are the
plantation owners, the
executive producers, the
lead conductars and chief
engineers of this tragic
Rock Bottom Emterprise?
They will continue to
spray Zippo lighter fluid
across the length and
breadth of the land, burn-
ing down whatever sem-

blance of order remains
‘or evidence, one ner

not look further than the
budget document foisted
upon  the country last
week. [shaq Dar is seized
by the interests of the
PML-N, we are told Of
course, he will do what he
is doing. But what is it
exactly that he is doing?
He is essentially trying to
find encugh oxygen for
the state 1o survive past
the expiry date of the cur-
rent government. What
happens to Pakistan the
day after? Ishaq Dar, we
are told, doesn’t care — he
is the one that keeps
telling us, in his charming
Shahzeb Khanzada side
manrner. This is a strange
flex for the Pakistani elite
to keep trotting out. “I
was wronged” and now "1
don’t care”. Or the more

guwerﬁ:], “It isn't right,
ut the country must be
saved”

The newest means of
saving Pakistan is to con-
veri the most passionate
consumers of the fictions
that the military itself
manufactured into  the
most toxic eritics of the
same  military.  Why
would a counfry hound
the honourable lawyers
that it is lucky to have?
How does. this keep hap-
pening? What are the
short-, medium- _and
long-term effects of the
constant throwing of the
constitution  into  the
shredder? It is exit

I was first given the
gift Albert
Hirschman's *Exit, Voice
and Loyalty: Responses
to Decline in Firms,
Organizations and States
by a professor that insti-
tuted the essay as Sm of
my masters in 1999, By
that time, Exit, Voice and

Loyalty was almost thirty
years old — older than me
then, and much older than
tllre Pakistani median age
of 23

Hirschman's ~ frame-
work helps us understand
what  motivates  the
dynamic between indi-
viduals_and_systems in
terms of sticking to a sys-
tem versus choosing to
leave it. Voice and loyalty
are, therefore, really
important _elements in
determining_the ultimate
outcome. I you have a
voice in a system, and
this voice matters, and
you use it, and this use
ends up making a differ-
ence, this is likely to limit
the chances of your exit
Concurrent 1o’ this, in
Hirschman’s own words,
“The impartance of loyal-
ty from our point of view
is_that it can neutralize
within certain limits the
tendency of the most
quality-conscious  cus-
tomers or members to be
the first to exit.” R

Put more simply, if you
have loyalty to a system,
you are likely to be able
to endure failures or
‘weaknesses in the system
Both these elements — the
¢lement of voice and the
element of loyalty - are
however bounded and
linmited. No real-life situa-
tion is ever analogous (o
the framewerks con-
structed on desks, or lap-
tops, or in laboratories, or
in boardrooms.

But Exit, Voice and
Loyalty offers a powerful
means of assessing, dis-
passionately what hap-

ened prior to the capsiz-
ng of that fishing trawler
off the coast of Greece,
the choices made by con-
sumers of ‘dunkie’, the
market failures

The National
Economie Council has set
an economic growth tar-
get of 3.5 per cent for the
upcoming fiscal vear,
phile also acknowfedg:
ing a population growth
rate of 3.6 per cent
making Pakistan the
fastest” growing country
in the world in_terms of
pepulation In-effect, even
with much rosy assump-
tions, GDP E‘:ler capita
may actually decline fur-
ther, as * population
growth outpaces GDP

rowth The  National
sconomic Council has
also proposed a develop-
ment budget of Rs2.7 tril-
lion, which js fiscally
profligate, while the sov-
ereign continues to oper-
ate ~ with  constrained
budgets, and keeps on
running massive fiscal
deficits If the plan is to
continue borrowing to
bridge fiscal deficits, and
allocate trillions towards
development expenditure
while fefusing 10 expand
the tax net, then things
may get even worse dur-

ing the upcoming
months, .

The ereign has a
serious debt problem. It is

estimated that more than
70 per cent of all tax col-
lected will be used for
debt servicing, leaving
very little to run opera-
tions of the state and
undertake development
expenditure. In an envi-
ronment where the coun-
try is reeling with infla-
tion levels exceeding 38
per cent On & year-on-
year basis, and highest
ever interest rates at 22
per cent, designing a
growth strategy heavily
felying on more debt is a
recipe for disaster The
expected fiscal deficit for

A fiscal disaster

the upcoming fiscal year
is Rs6 trillion, and if his-
tory provides any_ guid-
ance, we are golni to
shoot beyond that. Takin;

on additional debt at peal

interest rates would effec-
tively mean taking on
more debt to settle earlier
ebt, and its associated
mark-up.As the sovereign
takes en more debt, it fur-
ther pushes out the pri-
vate  sector,  further
encroaching on its space.
A arowth strategﬁ
designed around debt wi

eventually lead to trou-
ble, as capital available
for the government to
borrow from gets scarcer
thereby pushing up inter-
est rates.As the govern-
ment keeps printing more
money, it is emiy oing to
drive inflation further up,
resulting in a bad feed-
back loop, and eventually
ending up in hyperinfla-
tion if the fiscal position
is not brought in order. As
the guantum of local debt
reaches an unsustainable
level, and capital
scarcer, that may lead to
otential restructuring of
ocal debt or excessive
tax rates, which could
hurt the overall fiscal sta-
bility of the system.The
tools that the ‘sovereign
can use o manage its
finance: are  getting
scarcer by the day. The
inability to take correc-
tive action is only going
to make i)mblenn WOrse,
making them more diffi-
cult and painful to solve
in the near ferm The
upcoming budget is as
unimaginative as last
‘many budgets. Hiking up
tax rates on the same sec-
tors that are already docu-
mented, srand schemes
of girandeuv under the
development programme

without any consideration
of how they may be fund-
ed, and absnlulelﬂ noth-
ing on_how the hloated
expenditure side of the
government can  be
rationalized. The  state-
owned entities continue
to bleed, and will contin-
ue 1o cost dearly to the
taxpayer, while ‘we take
on more debt to plug their
losses Not J

exﬂec(ad from the budget
either, but there was an
iota of hope that there
may be some fiscal pru-
dence, and some eflorts
would be taken ta expand
the tax net and put the fis-
cal side in order. There
seems to be little realiza-
tion of how the incessant
fiscal deficits are spiral-
ing out of control that
may either hurt fiscal sta-
bility of the system, or
fead o

hyperinflation This is a
budget designed around
accqmulgnnF more_debt
at historically high inter-
est rates, without talking
much about it. Failure or
inability of the state to
expand its tax net will
eventually lead to higher
due to_ fisc:
s, making it even
er for households to
survive, let alone thrive A
fiscally irresponsible sov-
ereign will be hurting any
chances of prosperi
sustainable growth of the
fastest growing country
in the world, in terms of
population. The govern-
ment is working with a
framework of  5Es,
straight out of a consul-
tant's playbook. without
realizing that all of this is
being funded by debt and
an_ expanding fiscal
deficit that no one has
any plan to fix.As the
sovereign takes on more

deb, it further pushes out
the private sector, further
encroaching on ils space.

_ growl smm:gr
designed around debt will
eventually lead to trou-
ble, as capital available
for the government to
borrow from gets scarcer
thereby pushing up inter-
est raies As the govern-
ment keeps printing more
money, it is only going to
drive inflation further g,
resulting in a bad feed-
back loop, and eventually
ending up in h{peripﬂa—
tion if the fiscal position
is mot brought in order, As
the quantum of local debt
reaches an unsustainable
level, and capital gets
scarcer, that may lead to
[mtmial restructuring of
ocal debt or excessive
tax rates, which could
hurt the overall fiscal sta-
bility of the system The
tools that the sovereign
can use to manage Its
finances are getting
scarcer by the day. The
inability 1o take Correc-
tive action is only going
to make problems worse,
making them more diffi-
cult and painful to solve
in the near term The
upcoming budget is as
unimaginative as the last
many budgets. Hiking up
Lax rates on the same sec-
tors that are already docu-
mented, grand schemes
of grandaur under the
development programme
without any consideration
of how they may be fund-
ed, and absolutely noth-
ing on_how the bloated
expenditure side of the
government can  be
rationalized. The  sover-
eign has a serious debt
problem. It is_estimated
that more than 70 per cent
of all tax collected will be
used for debt servicing,

leaving very little to run
operations “of the state
and undertake develop-
ment expenditure. In an
environment where the
country is reeling with
inflation levels exceeding
38 per cent on a year-on-
year basis, and’ highest
ever interest rates at 22
per cent, designing a
growth strategy heavily
Telying on more debt is a
recipe for disaster.The
expected fiscal deficit for
the ugcnming fiscal year
is Rso trillion, and if hi
tory provides any guid-
ane, we are gomi_ 0
shoot beyond that. Taking
on additional debt at peal
interest rates would effec-
tively mean taking on
more debt to setile earlier
debt, and its associated
mark-up.As the sovereign
takes on more debt, it fur-
ther pushes out the pri-
vate  sector,  further
encmachmghcn its space.

growi slmeg]y
designed around debt will
eventually lead to trou-
ble, as capital available
for the government to
borrow from gets scarcer
thereby pushing up inter-
est rates As the govem-
ment keeps printing more

ey, it 1s only going to
fation furiher up,

back loop, and eventually
ending w0 hpernfla-
tion if the fiscal position
is not brought in order. As
the guantum of local debt
reaches an unsustainable
level, and capital aﬁels
scarcer, that may lead to
})umnlm'l restructuring, of
ocal debt or excessive
tax rates, which could
hurt the overall fiscal
bility of the system.The
tools that the sovereign
can use to manage its
finances

What the budget
should have been

he welfare
component in
the budget must
be viewed in
the context of

T

. the prevailing
economic situation in the
country, ~which  has

brought immense pain,
not just for the poor but all
of society, and has landed
us on the verge of a sover-
eign default
thin this context, the
budget needed to reflect a
fine balancing act. On one
hand, i}mplp expect relief
from the crippling 38 per
cent inflation, m_asslvej_ub
lay-offs, and climate dis-
asters,  which  have
plunged over one hundred
million people into pover-

. On the other hand,
there is a need for ageres-
sive structural reform,
with expenditure controls
and austerity measures
that are a prerequisite for
securing bailout funding
from the IMF and bila
partners, without which
we risk sovereign default.

In that regard, 1 gen-
winely believe it 15 possi-
ble to espouse a “double
bottom line approach’ in
the budget which can both
dispense relief to the peo-
ple, as well as serve as
evidence of a commitment
o, reform and fiscal disci-
pline

How does the govern-
ment’s current stralegy in
the budget differ from this

2

xﬁpmac ?  An what
should the government
have done instead?

First, the government
has opted for expenditure
expansion. At a time when
we areat the cusp of bank-

cy, salaries and
allowances for govern-
ment servants have been
increased by 30-35 per

cent and pensions have
been raised by 17 per cent
This is a complete depar-
ture from the need to tran-
sition towards perform-
ance-based remuneration
systems
PSDP expenditures
have been raised
per cent, Rs250 billion of
which is for 378 new or
unapproved chemes,
re':porled\y on the request
of coalition partners in
view of the upcom
elections, There s a lar
Rs%0 billion allpcation for
the *SDGs’ local develop-
ment budget, which s
widely recognized as a
tool of political patronage
for members of parlia-
ment, in complete depar-
ture from the imperative
1o entrust these resources
to elected local govern-
ments. In contrast to this
unrestrained spending, the
social welfare budget has
seen a meagre increase of
12.6 per cent. 9
Rather than adopting
this approach, the govern-
ment should have cur-
tailed expenditures on
government salaries. If the
country is in economic
fistress, everyone should
tighten their belts, govern-
ment servants being no
exception. Moreover, the
budget for welfare should
ve at least heen dou-
bled, given the sharp
decline in purchasing
power for the geop]e.
Where could the mon
for this have come from?
e obvious answer to
this is to widen the tax net
and to increase lax rev-
enues to help fund welfare
programmes.  Advanced
analytics to help identify
iax evaders are accessible
to the government to
enable this. In fact, the

By Sania Nishiar
government has made an
admission in the budget
strategy itself that they are

ware of non-filers of tax
who have bank accounts
when they proposed a tax
of er cent on cash
withdrawals for such indi-
wviduals.

Data analytics can easi-
\; identify “the tax non-
iler status of someone
with a bank account. Such
an approach enabled us to
identify 820,000 no
de@ewmé beneficiaries

m BISP’s

frof former lists
before including benefici-
%H% in Ehsaas’ lists in

The government could
have comminted to identi-
fying tax evaders and ear-
marking revenue for wel-
fare, which would signal
to the IMF that the coun-
try was truly interested in

structural ~reform

improves, both gover-
nance and provides wel-
fare to disadvantaged

groups.Instead, the gov-
emment increased taxes
for sectors that were
already in the tax net and
sirusaling with the tax
burden, ~ while letting
many other sectors remain
outside of the tax net, such
as real estate, agncu\wrud,

an

wholesale.Second, con-
trary to IMF demands, the
government has budgeted
untargeted subsidies
worth around Rs2 trillion
yet again. Much of these
zovernment transfers sub:
Sidize rich producers, cor-
porations and middlemen
nstead of reaching the
poorest households, As
opposed to this, there is no
amount allocated to the
end-to-end digital ecosys-
tem, FEhsaas  Rashan
Riayat
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Balochistan NAB
organizes seminar, walk
against corruption

ISLAMABAD: In an
effort 1o raise awareness
about corruption  and
instill a sense of responsi-
bility among students, the
National Agccountabilit

(NAE

Balochistan on_ Friday
organized a seminar_and
walk in Quetta Cantt
School

The primary objective
of the seminar was to
educate st ts about
the consequences of mis-
conduct and promote a
culture of intolerance
towards such actions.

The event was attended

by Saima Nazir and
enna, represemin% the
school, along with Zahid

Kassi and  Khurram
Shahzad, Deputy
Directors  from I&‘\B

Balochistan The speakers
expressed their views on
the <uh{jec[ and shed light
on NAB's strategies and
the role of students in
combating  corruption
They_ emphasized  the
negative impacts af cor-
ruption on society and
highlighted the valuable
initiatives taken to eradi-
cate it During the semi-
nar, effective measures

were also highlighted,
empowering students to
actively contribute to the
development of a trans-
parent and accountable
society. The overall objec-
tive of the seminar was to
serve as an informative
plarform, motivating stu-
dents to actively partici-
pate in actions against

pants )
the m:ﬁdllu: ¢l of
misconduct and the steps
being taken to prevent it
In'a symbolic gesture, a
walk was organized at the
conclusion INP

First ever
Pashto-Chinese mix
song attracts applause

PESHAWAR: The first
ever Pashio-Chinese song
on seventy vears old phe-
nomenal Triendship
between Pakistan and
China  is  altracting
applause from dwellers of
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa,
terming the melody as true
reflector of inner émotions
of peoples of both the
cuu%mcs i

The song is prepared by
‘China Window" around a
vear earlier and re-
launched it on the occasion
when both the countries
are celebrating the comple-
tion of ten years of gigan-
tie hina-Pakistan
Economic orridor
(CPEC) agreement.

Headed by prominent
journalist, Amjad Aziz
Malik. China Window 1s a
Chinese cultural center
established in Peshawar
for_providing opportunity
tor the people to explore the
culture of their brotherly
neighl

Within few years after
its establishment, China
Window has  provided
opportunity to more than
100,000 people for expo-
sure visil © the Chinese
culture, literature, art and
history through exhibi-
tions,” movie screemings
and training,

Pakistan
Beijing,
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and

embassy in
Khyber

N 1 e STy h
FAISALABAD:Deputy Commissioner Ali Anan Qamer visits Hilal-e-
¥

Ahmer Hospital in

Tourism
(KPCTA),

ent,
Directorate KP and [slamia
College Peshawar extend-
ed eooperation in prepara-
tion of the song.

The five minutes and
fifty two seconds long
song titled as “Two bodies
one soul’ is sung by
famous Pashto music duo

Authority
Archeology

of Sitara Younas and
Sajiad  Khan from
Pakistan. While from

China the singers who per-
formed are Lan Yueliang
and Shao Feng,

The unique song staris
with the wording that "We
China and Pakistan are two
bodies and one soul, the
friendship is selfless and
whole world knows it”

e same lvric is sung
in both Pashto and Chinese
languages by different per-
formers amid display of
very beautiful and historic
piciure picting leader-
ship. culture. development,
landscape and historical
sites of the both the coun-
trie:

Lyrics are simple and
meaningful while compo-
sition and voices are awe-
some. So well represented
the deep cordial relation-
ship between the two

erly couniries,
Pakistan_and China. Well
do Chi Window.”

commented a viewer on

social media.

“For the first time in the
history, we heard Chinese
and Pashto mix song. very
awesome,” wrote another
viewerSome of the nefi-
zens while terming the
song as very good initia-
tive, suggesied peaple to
must waich and listen.

“This is a very unique
initiative taken by China
Window by involving cul-
tre in promotion of senti-
ments  of [riendship
belween Pakistan and
China,” observed Zia-ul-
Haq Sarhadi, Chairman
Abaseen Column Writers
Association,

Talking to APP, Zia
Sarhadi said the Pashto-
Chinse song has been liked
by people and has renewed
the strong and deep friend-
ship bond being felt by
people of both the coun-
tries from the core of their
hearts .
appreciated  the
efforts made by Amjad
Aziz Malik for measure he
ook for introduction and
promotion of Chinese cul-
ture in  Pakhiunkhwa
region of Pakigtan

he China Window is
laying the role of a bridge
EUI\\ een people of both the
countries and will further
slrenglhen the
friendship

Pakistan and China, Zia
hoped INP

AKUH launches
WhatsApp channel
for enhancing
patient services

KARACHI: The Aga
Khan University Hospital
(AKUH) Pakistan = has
taken a significant step
forward in patient servic-
es by officially introduc-
ing its Whml\plla channel
aimed at providing easy
access to a wide range of
hospital  services and
enhance patient experi-
ence, with quick and
timely response.

This initiative reflects
AKUH's commitment 1o
enhancing patient experi-
ence by leveraging tech-
nology and  ensuring
seamless communication
between patients and the
hospital, as they try to
access care o care related
information. This also
reinforces our commit-
ment to excellent cus-

tomer service and contin-
ues exploration to find
ways to make the patient
and their family’s experi-
fooeas seamless as possi-

e.

The inauguration cere-
mony was held at the Aga
Khan University Hospital
Contact ~ Centre. Dr
Farhat Abbas, the Interim
CEO of Al

Services in  Pakistan
expressed his profound
satisfaction at this initia-
tive, highlighting its
otential to revolutionize
wow  patienis connect
with hospital services,
and get any information
they need.

B Abbas emphasized
the significance of acces-

sibility as one of the four
fundamental principles of

Aga Khan Universit
Hospital, u\ongwd}é
Quality, Relevance. and
lmaﬁ(\cl With this launch
of WhatsApp, he said, the
Hospital has ushered in a
new era of convenience
and access. “At the same
time with our presence in
over 130 cities across
Pakistan, we demonstrate
our commitment {0 geo-
raphical accessibility,”
e said. Dr. Abbas also
mghhshlpd the institu-
tion's dedication to finan-
cial accessibility through
an exiensive patient wel-
fare programme. Last
year alone, the pro-
gramme provided support
amounting to Rs 433
crores to over 1.1 million
individuals, reaffirming

the hospital's INP

ISLAMABA

PESHAWAR: The University
of Peshawar (UoP) distributed
Rs. 6 million in cash assistance
to deserving students under the
Chinese _ assador
Scholarsip Progiam 2023

The China Study Center

SC) al UoP organised the
scholarship distribution ceremo-
nr%p _alongside the "Prizes

istribution of Art Competition,
& Exhibition” utled "Decade of

China  Pakistan  Economic
Corridor” at the Sahibzada
ul ayyum an

Auditorium,

Provincial Minister for Higher
Education & Archives Libraries
Justice (retired) Trshad Qaiser,
the chief guest, congratulated

the students on their scholarship

China condemns premeditated acts of
desecration of Quran: Spokesperson

BEUING: China supported
the urgent debate held at the
United Nations Human Rights
Council over public and pre-
meditated acts of desecration
of the Quran and strongly con-
demned such acts that hap-
pened once again in the rele-
vant country.

China supports holding this
urgent debate and expresses its
strong eondemnation over the
burning of the Holy Quran that
happened once again _in the
relevant country, Chinese
Foreign nistry
Spokesperson, Wang Wenbin
said during his regular brief-

m%l :

e said that China advocat-
ed mutual respect, inclusiv
ness and mutual learning

President Dr Arif Alvi meetin,
Pakistanis, at Aiwan-e-Sa

Students awarded Rs. 6m
under Chinese Ambassador
Scholarship Program

r

with a delegation of Overseas

success, stating the financial aid
would help alleviate financial m
burdens, aiding students in shap-  Idrees, Vice-Chancellor, UoP,
m%'Pakls[dn's uture. ghlighted the significance of

g of CPEC

Pakistan," said Ms, Takrim,
Professor  Dr. Muhammad

i
Professor Dr. Kausar Takrim,  the 10th anniversa
Director of CSC, revealed the due to the substantial progress
centre had distributed Rs. 18 made by Pakistan under this
million amongst deserving stu-  flagship project 7R
dents to dafe, according to He praised the university for
Gwadar Pro. producing hwgh-cLualily gradu-
This year, RMB_ 150,000  ates, m:lkm’g it a key, insfitution
(equivalént 1o Rs. 6 million) was r regional cooperation, devel-
distributed among the universi- opment, and integration.
t¥'s deserving students. The Vice-Chancellor  also
Last vear_the CSC distributed  emphasised the paositive impact
s. 4.5 million under the same of the CSC's establishment at
programme. UoP, with the financial and tech-
"CPEC is & game.changer nical support of the Chinese

project, bringing peace and embassy, on fostering mutual
prosperity to sia, It will  understanding between China
transform  and  modernise  and Pakistan. INP

session_of the UN Human
R:Igh(s Council held an urgent
debate on acts of burning the
Holy Quran in relevant coun-
k- tries and passed a draft resolu-
tion  proposed by  the
between civilizations. All reli-  Organization  of  Tslamic
gious beliefs and feelings need  Cooperation, with a vote of 28
to be respected, he added. in favour, 12 against and 7
Wang Wenbin said that abstentions.
China will work with the inter- The resolution condemns
national community to imple-  the recent public and premedi-
ment the Global Ei\nllzm‘mn tated acts of desecration of the
Initiative, advecate equality, Holy Quran, decides to hold a
mutual learning, dialogue and  topic discussion and an inter-
inclusiveness among civiliza-  active dialogue at the 54th and
tions, safeguard the world 55th sessions of the UN
diversity of civilizations and Human Rights Council respec-
lorgetl\er advance the building tively and requests the High
of

between civilizations and
firmly opposes all forms of
Islamophobia

he so-called freedom of
speech is not a reason for st
ing conflicts and antagonism

& community with a shared Commissioner to present an
oral update on the root causes
of religious hatred INP

future for mankind
From July 11 to 12, the 53rd

Sindh Governor for |

ensuring foolproof
security arrangements in

Muharram-ul-Haram

KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori
has said that foolproof security would be provided for
gatherings and processions during Muharram-ul-

am.

Har

He was talking to a delegation of Jaferia Alliance led
by Shabbar Raza which called on him at Governor
louse here Friday. Secunty measures for Muharram
processions, close coordination with local administra-
tion, economic steps of federal government for

strengtheming of economy and other matters of mutual |

interest were disel
Kamran Tessori

Tions of Muslims around
letter to Swedish Ambass
ly condemned the incident”,

religious leaders had condemned this incident. This
shows that all peace-loving persons are against such
kind of acts, the Governor added. INP

ssed during the meeting,

i sard that all facilities would be pro-
vided to mourners throughout the province. All district
administrations have been directed to coordinate with
relevant persons in this regard, he added

The Govemnor said that the desecration of the Hol
Quran was unacceptable as this incident had hurt mil-
g o

Democracy and National Unity Day

Ancient Silk

Three-day ‘Mango
. A .
Festival’ kicks off in
Capital

ISLAMABAD: A three-day mango festival is being
organized under the Management of The Centaurus
er of Commerce Industry
(ICCT), and MNS Agriculture Universitx Multan at The

Centaurus Mall from July 14 to 16, 20:
ulldmﬁ business network and com-

Mall, Islamabad Chambe

with a theme of "
munity outreach

will s

ce Chancellor M
Multan, Professor Dr. Asif Al

y owease siatls with different | SEOmats |
varieties including seedless mangoes Y.

Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-faith
Harmony Senator Muhammad Talha
Sardar group of companies Dr Sardar Rashid llyas
Khan, Eiresldem ICCI Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari and
other guests praced the inauguration, and a number of
foreign d\l/gmlanes. senior politicians, notables of soei-
ety, and Vi S Agriculture University
) Tamgha-e-Imtiaz), and
Rehan Asif Hayat Tipu (CEO Green Agriculture) were
also present duning the inauguration

ISLAMABAD:  Silk
ltural ~Forum
Exhibition of

Spokesperson
Additional
Secretary

Division ~
Pakistan-China  Diplomacy), M
tute in collaboration  For

China Study Center,
sy

hose who spoke dur-

3. The festival | ing *the Tt it aed nire,

iplomats b ® University,

3 T Director ‘of CPEC

Ambassador to China;

Mumtaz Zahra Baloc Center) of

Pl ¢l

ahmood,

v.Road Legacy
reinvigorated at Silk
Road Cultural Forum

Foreign
. (Strategic
Communications
Public

gn  Affairs
Pakistan. Moreover, Dr.
Mumtaz Awan,
China Study
"OMSATS
Li Wenyu,

(Cultural Communication
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Chinese companies
keen to set up joint
ventures in
Pakistan: Meilin

ISLAMABAD:  Led by
Chairman, Xiandeng Hi-Tech
Electric Co. Gan Meilin, a delega-
tion of Chinese companies visited
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (ICCI) on Friday and
showed keen interest to set up joint
ventures in Pakistan in various
fields including machinery man
facturing, electric vehicles, equip-
ment industry, drilling, magnetic
wire manufacturing, commercial
concrete, equipment installation
and department store sales. The
delegation exchanged views with
the business community to explore
areas of muwal collaboration and
business partnerships, N

President 1CCI Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari briefed the Chinese
delegation about the potential
areas of joint ventures and invest-
ment in  various sectors of
Pakistan’s economy. He said that
CPEC has started a new era of
development and long-term busi-
ness  partnerships  between
Pakistan and China. He said that
Pakistan was establishing many
special economic zones under

"PEC and it was a good opportu-
nity for Chinese companies to
transfer technology to Pakistan
and set up joint ventures in areas of
interest. He said that ICCI is work-
ing for a new industrial estate in
the region and Chinese companies
should explore investment opper-
tunities in that facility. He assured
that ICCI would help connect the
Chinese investors with right part-
ners in Pakistan.

oth sides exchanged views on
promoting business cooperation in
various fields to achieve mutually

beneficial  results or  the
economies of Pakistan and
China.INP
HEC asks
students, parents
to check

recognition of
institution before
taking admission

ISLAMABAD: The Higher
Education Commission (HEC) has
urged swdents to ensure the
accreditation  of  professional
degree programmes and the rec:
nition of admitting university/sub-
campus from HEC before taking
admissian.

According to HEC, the prafes-
sional degree pm%rdammas include
Engineering  Medicine
Dentistry, Veterinary Education
Nursing, Architecture and Town
Planning, Pharmacy, Law,
Homocopathy, Tibt, Riicultre,
Buysiness, Computing, Teacher
Education, and Technology INP

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of the National Assembly Raja Pervaiz
witnessing Turkiye art exhibition displayed on the occasion

and Province, Education
Department; Dr. Aneel
Salman, Chiir Economic
Secumsg W
Chun Ping Chairperson
Heroboss “Technologies;
and Noreen, Director,
Chinese Media Group
also made their remarks.
The forum featured
three documentaries on
Chinese culture, Chinese
and Pakistani cultural
dances, Talwar Dance-
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LUMS, GC University for sustainable

LAHORE: The
Pakistan Readyvmade
Garments Manufacturers
and Exporters
Association (PRGMEA)
Frid signed  a
Memorandum of
Understanding (Mo}
with Lahore University
of Management Sciences
(LUMS) and GC
University Lahore to join
hands for sustainable tex-

tile industry growth
through fortifying mdus-
try-academia

ages,
keeping the local industry
compefitive in the inter-
national market by estab-

PRGMEA inks MoU with

textile industry growth

lishing missing links and
identi ym%‘ weaknesses
and slrﬂnﬁ[ 3.

The MolU with GC
University was sx_ni;wq for
Carbon Forestry Project
marking the beginning of
the true indusiry-acade-
mia partnership aimed at
fostering growth and
innovation in the garment
industry of Pakistan

oth sides stressed the
need for putting in place
effective measures to fill
the industry-academia
linkage gap

Central
PRGMEA

Chairman
Mubashar

Naseer Butt said that the
MoU signing ceremony
served as a momentous
occasion, bringing

together esteemed repre-
from
and

both

sentatives
. G
a

mitment
towards advancing the
industry's  development
and work on de-car-
bonization through A-
forestation and reforesta-
tion and other methods to
create urban forest and
wertical forest in Lahore
and its suburbs, This part-
nership will open doors

The festival aims to provide an opportunity for st e bt M SIS S B\ A IV L i
capacity shanng knowledge mango prod on, B b e e S i BB I it St S L Nl
post-harvest management, value addition, supply/value i il 'M'”""",;' i rf‘”’k 2 '_"’)k"g' L
chain \r:lledn'irjveme::’l. and drm\emhc port marl etmg}_l( A '&'nljugé;,n_.u\..aD:\_;lv.-,L.\u:b-f.,{pfw 2]
is atten  academja, researchers, government offi- — - I 2
cials, ambassadors, nigh commissioners, commercial | | 4AeHrsa uinabeonbi s Lo Wikl b At 120052207 2023 4075 | 3
attachés, agricultural experts.INP EAE S TSR TR O O, S R M T e g0 98 - )

-
= Ep sty did A I a K e Fy g | 4
i OSSR L L L a0 b1 VPO P fnf | 6
b L R E L Moa AL e 2207202 0L i Aol S BN T
S sisdifeti
YL LtruadfhpeAdnicmp iy dnileatipaia oL il imsi| 6
for valuable knowledge ceremony brought i
exchange, research col-  together esteemed mem- i A ANOC
e e | D e e e
growth, he added experts, creating an envi- | |2 slls A ne AL e Uil Dyl 3l B ot i ban
B ORGMEA North Zone  sonment. ot kér'mwladge el "‘},’J‘:"y ¥ “’F_ 4y ";“' & S ;“’_
Chairman Waseem  exchange and innovation Sepmsabod A i It s Sy L LG Rl Wb L L See A 500
Akhtar Khan ob: ed  This partnership between , iy {0
that the MoU s\nine PRGMEA  ang LUMS _ : _ bt b e vl
with the LUMS marked  brought together expert- | | e om0 1A e Forahidp capidiP g st sdv L arialnsons | 8
an important milestone in~ ise, resources, and a 2 = )
fosienng _collaboration  shured vision for imova- S D L B Po ] MR L i o F1200M207-2023 400
and SneEy ftneen tion and sustainable .Lxﬁl;uk.\.hrjn.:g;s/ il
il an i o iy g e S || b ot e AP s e 2 8

ments industry in
Pakistan. Waseem Akhtar
Khan stated that the Mol

between theory and prac-
tice, drive research and
development N
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Work on ML-1 railway line project to start
this year: Ahsan Iqbal

BELJING: Federal Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives, Prof. Ahsan Igbal said that with
China’s support, work on the multi-billion ML-1, the main railway line project between Karachi and Peshawar,
would be started as early as gosslb]e dunn%_[hls *‘ear

e i

he ML-1 project was to

done in the

rst phase, but somehow, it got delayed in the last four years.

“There was litile follow-up from the previous government, but now, we are actively following it up.” the min-

ister said

“We are hopeful that this project will start this
Joint Cooperation Committes (3CC) of CPEC in
He been badly damag

aid, “The railway track
line Imkin% north and south Pal
bea USS
this 4

an

ng

ed during the floods last year
orth We want to repair it and we want to upgra
billion project. We will do it in phases, and we hope to start this project as soon as possible during

%;Eﬂ";l he said in an interview after a special meeting of the 12th
eijil

his is the main railway track
t as early as possible. It will

ear.
.-\Ksan Igbal said, “The 150 years old railway line now requires major modernisation and up-gradation. We are

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif unveiling a
ground breaking of the main campus of National University of Technology (

Speculations
about suspension
of Lillah-Jhelum
project baseless:

Bilal Kayani

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to PM
on Economy and Energy Bilal Azhar
Kayani has said that speculations
about the stoppage of work on Lillah-
Jhelum dual carriageway were totally
baseless

Taking to his twinter handle on
Friday, he said Lillah-Jhelum road was
a long-standing demand of the people
of the area and work on this project
lqan only be closed after its comple-

i

o,
Bilal Kayani further stated that 1.8

billion rupées have been allocated for
the road in budget 2023-24 INP

Two die, two
injured in Swabi
incidents

SWABI: A youth drown to death in
a canal while young girl died and two

others were injured in a road accident
here on Friday. -
According to details, 28-year old

Taugeer s/o Sardwal hailing from
Panjman area of Swabi drowned to
death in Stepa canal of Swabi. The res-
cue divers pulled fished out the body
and handed it over to heirs, :
An over speeding dumper hit a rick-
shaw in Yar Hussain area I‘esullaﬂﬂg a
young ¥ rl Hourain died while her
maternal uncle and rickshaw driver
sustained injuries. .
he body and injured were shifted
to hospital and police after registering
a case against rickshaw driver started
an investigation INP

Five-day science
camp concludes
at AIOU

ISLAMABAD: A five-day
Islamabad Hands-on Science Camp
20 was concluded here ai_Allama
Igbal Open University (AIOU) the
other day.

Around 120 children aged 8 to 14
years from Islamabad and neighbour-
ing areas participated and got trained
to make different robotic ijecl!. at
the camp organized in collaboration
with AIOU, Pakistan Science Club
and ECOSF.

President ECO Science Foundation
(ECOSF), Prof. Seyed Komail Tayebi
was the chief guest of the closing cer-
emony whereas the Dean. of the
Faculty of Sciences AIOU, Prof. Dr.
Irshad Ahmed Arshad represented the
Vice Chancellor AIOU, Prof: Dr. Nasir
Mahmood.

Other speakers included the Dean
of, the Faculty of Education, Prof. Dr
Tanzila Nabeel, Dr Tanveer Afzal, and
the founder of Pakistan Science Club,
Abdul Rauf i :

Dr Tanveer Afzal said that there is a
need to encaurage children to do
experiments. Abdul Rauf said that
these children participating in this sci-
ence camp are the scientists of tomor-
row.IN

Over Rs 68b
disbursed among 7.5
million beneficiaries

under Benazir
Kafaalat

ISLAMABAD: About Rs 68 billion
has been dishursed so far by the
Benazir Income Support Programme
(BISP) as the 4th quarterly tranche of
its Benazir Kafaalat initiative for the
financial year-2022-23 among among
over 7.5 million families

Under the Benazir Kafaalat, some 9
million r.eF\slered beneficiary families
were entitled o a terly installment

F Rs 9000 per houschold, a BISP
spokesperson said on Friday. The spok
esperson said the BISP had already
released over Rs §1 hillion to its part-
ner banks, including Bank Alfalah and
Habib Bank Limited (HBL) for dis-
bursement among the beneficiaries
through their retail distribution net-
work Along  with Benazit
Kafaalat, he said the Benazir Educ
ational Scholarships were also being
given out fo the children of registered
Tamilies, for which 70% atendance in
the school was mandatory. INP

=

ﬂll ue to mark the
UTECH).

Pak-Lebanon first ever think
tanks ISSI, IFI sign MoU to
promote mutual research

ISLAMABAD: To premote
mutual research and activities,
Centre for Afghanistan, Middle
East & Africa (CAMEA) at the
Institute of Strategic  Studies
Islamabad (ISST) and Issam Fares
Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs (IFI) at the

merican University of Beirut on
Friday signed the first-ever mem-
orandum of understan Moll}
between or
Lebanese think tank

The aFreemcnl was signed by
Centre for Afghanistan, Middle
East and Africa (CAMEA) at the
Institute _of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) represented by
its Director, Amina Khan and the
Issam Fares Institute for Public
Palicy and International Affairs
(IFT) at the American University
of Beirut, represented by ifs

Country Director, Dr. Joseph
Bahout, said a new release
General ISSI

Director T
Ambassador (R) Schail Mahmood
remarks on the occasion
hi hted the strong fraternal
refations between Pakistan and

Lebanon and the desire on both
sides to deepen bilateral relations
across diverse fields

He welcomed the signing of the
MoU as part of the efforts o build
academic and think-tank linkages
and hoped that this_institutional
relationship would induce joint
collaborative activities including
research and dialogue for mutual

benefit.

The DG ISSI added that the
uncertain  global environment,
accentuating traditional and non-
traditional “security threats, and
issues of common concern neces-
sitated international cooperation

Pakistan. Se, we also agreed to fast-track that project.’
Ahsan Igbal said the JCC meeting was very historic because it marked a decade of China Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC),

huring that with China’s help, we will be able to modernize this railway track from Karachi to Peshawar and it
| be a very big support to our logistics. . . R R R R R
bout Karachi circular railway, he said, “It is a mass transit project for Karachi which is the biggest city in

“About 10 years ago, both China and Pakistan started a new journey of bilateral relationship through CPEC

which

5

highways, and motorways, which has improved conne
and provided efficient logistic support to the economy.

PEC. we installed

is a pilot project of the Belt and Road 1
8 & result, today, we have more than $25

INP®

investments in Pakistan under CPEC and the flag-

has h;:!gpll us to construct maodes
linked different parts of the country,

PML-N to field candidates
from all constituencies of
Punjab: Sanaullah

HORE

would

naticnal and provincial assemblies in the province
h

Addn:»m%‘a
he that the

moned in this regard

“The meeting will discuss our resolve to take for-
ward the election activity in Punjab with full _fmcei"
the PML-N leader said, adding that the party will field
candidates in all national and provincial constituencies

Rana Sanaullah pointed out that his party had not
fielded its candidates in a few constituencies in last
elections. “However, this time, the party has decided 1o
ensure that its ianydgy!‘nbn] would be present in every

€ a

constituency”

He also said that there was a possibility of seat

LAl Interior Minister and President of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Punjab,
Rana Sanaullah ruling out electoral alliance in” the
upcomin; gcﬂcmt elections has said tha

eld candidates from constituen.

ress conference in Lahore on Friday,
;as commencing its electoral
ities and an organisational meeting has been sum-

adjustments with other political

stituencies where the pai

dates,” he added

he federal minister also recalled the PML-N’s
‘achievements’ during its past tenures, specifically
mentioning the 1999 tests that made Pakistan a nuclear

Firing during
‘Rasm-e-Henna®
claims life of
teenage girl
GUJRANWALA
Aerial  firing  during
‘Rasm-e-Henna” of a
wedding . ceremony
c]almcdghfc of a teenage
girl here on Friday, police

<a

i
According to d;:(jd]s. a

and such col
as being initiated between ISSI
and IFL

While speaking on the occa-
sion, Ambassador Salman Athar,
akistan’s  Ambassador to
Lebanon highlighted that this was
the first-ever MolU between the
think-tanks of Pakistan and
Lebanon He added that through
close mutual cooperation both
sides could benefit hugely and
achieve a lot INP

Marriyum, Kaira, Kundi visit
NPC to condole death of
mothers of Afzal Butt,
Khaleeq Kiani

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadeasting
Marri Aurangzeb,
Advisor to the Prime Minister
on Kashmir Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira and Minister of
State for Poverty Alleviation
Faisal Karim Kundi on Friday
visited the National Press
Club to offer condolences
over the death of mothers of
Pakistan Federal Union of
Journalists (PFUJ) President

Muhammad Afzal Burt and
senior  journalist Khaleeq
Kiami

They expressed their deep
grief and sorrow over their
mothers’ death. .

Speaking on the occasion,
Marriyum Aurangzeb said a
mother was a “priceless giit”

from the Almighty She was
deeply saddened over the
death of the mothers of Afzal
Butt and Khaleeq Kiani. and
shared their grief and that of
their bereaved families, she
added

Qamar Zaman Kaira said
the death of one’s mother was
an irreparable loss as her
absence lasted for lifetime

Faisal Karim Kundi said
arents were the source of
happiness for families.

Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Qamar Zaman Kaira and
Faisal Karim Kundi prayed to
Allah Almighty to rest the
departed souls in the eternal
peace and i:ram courage to
the bereaved families to bear
the loss with fortitude INP

MQM-P nominates Rana
Ansar as opposition leader
in Sindh Assembly

KARACHI: Muttahida
Qaumi Movement Pakistan
(MQM-P) has nominated Rana
Ansar for the opposition
leader’s slot in the Sin
Assembly amid deadlock with
another ~ opposition  party,
Grand Opposition  Alliance
G

MQM-P’s Rana Ansar has
been nominated for the posi-
tion of Sindh oppesition
leader. She would be the first
woman opposition leader in
Sindh Assembly if elected.

However, the deadlock is
still persisting between MQM-
P and GDA for the opposition
leader’s slot as the nominated
Ansar would require a specific
number of votes for replacing
the current opposition leader
Haleem Adil Sheikh

The M lawmakers

OM-P

KARACHI: Actin
tion event held w
anniversary.

1

filed her nomination to the
Sindh Assembly Secretariat
after getting the signatures of
the lawmakers. The applica-
tion was filed in the PA
Secretariat byN MOQM-P’s
Farooq Sattar, Nasreen Jalil,
Rana Ansar and other lawmak-

ers.

While talking to journalists,
Farooq Sattar said that the cur-
rent opposition leader 1s not
present in the Sindh Assembly
1o represent the entire opposi-
tion. He added that neither the
opposition leader nor other
lawmakers belonging to his
political party are attending
sessions at ‘the provincial
assembly ]

He said that there is a need
to fill the gap in the Sindh
Assembly represent the
opposition benches TNP

youth w n aer-
fal firing during *Rasm-e-
Henna' in_Sabzi Mandi
police station jurisdiction
n Guéran\ulg,

A bullet hit a teenage
girl present at the balcony
of the roof killing him on
the spot
The suspect fled the
scene. The y was
shifted to hospital for
postmortem :

The police registered a
«case into the incident and
started raids to arrest the
suspect. INP

18 Pakistani
prisoners
released by
India reach
home via
Wagah border

LAHORE: As many as
18 Pakistani nationals
who were imprisoned in
India crossed over to their
home country through the
Wagah-Attari  border
cmmg after they were
released by Indian author-
ities on Friday after com-
pletion of sentence.

Indian border authori-
ies handed over the 18
n including six fisher-
men and 12 civilians to
Pakistan Rangers officials
at the border, sources in
the paramilitary force
said.

After entering  into
Pakistan, the returned
countrymen chanted slo-
ans  « “Pakistan

1 eased from
ndian prisons include
Muhammad anif,
Muhammad Wagas,
azish, Ghulam Rsool,
Aul d  Ramazan,

Tarig.

Muhammad
Muhamma 1,
Muhammad Shan, Long
Muhammad ~Chandani,

Ahmad, Roshan, Ali
Abdul Ameen,
Muhammad Arif, Fareed
Alam Muhamad

Ramazan and Mushtag
Ahmad.

Duvin% last  four
months, Pakistan released
400 Indian  prisoners,
mostly fishermen while
India released 22
Pakistanis in Ma%' and 18
today n July st
Pakistan an

exchanged the list of pris-
oners as per which total
number of Indian prison-
ers in Pakistani jails was
308 which include 266
fishermen INP

rkish Consul General Ali Fuad Erkurt attends the commemaora-
the July 15 Democracy and National Unity Day to mark sixth

v woul
regard, PML-N's criteria would be that we would not
compromise on our winning and dedicated candi-
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host countries He said
passing through economic =
that needed to be resolved by collective
efforts President Alvi said besides work-

Neighborhood Councils in
Pakhtunkhwa would be held on August
27 and public notices had been issued by

dates can submit
papers from 17 to 19 July.

rejection of papers coul

his party
s u!P the

the count

awer.
" “A conspiracy was hatched at a time [2013-2018]
when all newspapers were saying that Pakistan was
becoming an economie power,” he claimed.

He also lambasted the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (|

revious government of
1), saying that it “divided

's politics and injected poison m it, and mis-
led the youth’
e further said that the coalition government led by

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanl’ once again brought the

default.

The p
Minister

arties in such con-  fended off

need help *In this

country out of economic cnses an

saved it from

ress conference came a day after Prime
(PM) Shehbaz Shanf annodnced that the
incumbent government will hand over power to the
caretaker set-up in August 202 2

PM Shehbaz Sharif said that he assumed the prime
minister’s office in April 2022 and power will be hand-

over to the caretaker set-up in August 2023,

The premier said that the incumbent government
‘landmines’ laid
ment of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’
Pakistan’s isolation on the economic and foreign-level
fronts.He termed his government the ‘beginming of a

by the previous govem-
[Pﬁ) besides endin;i

new era’ from economic destruction to the imtiation of

economic stability He also claimed that the incumbent
government culminated worst wrmglmn and conspira-
cies of the previous government.IN|

Overseas Pakistanis
playing key role in
country’s socio-economic
development: Alvi

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arf Alvi
on Friday said the overseas Pakistanis

e playing important role in socio-
omic pmer ¢

ountry
1A with the delegation of

meeti
Overseas Pakistanis led by Dr Nasr

hid here at Aiwan-e-Sadr, the

President said the overseas Pakistanis

e working 10 promote the better
ge of their country in their respective
the country was
challenges

for their own country, the overseas
istanis were also playing role in

MABAD:
ressing the partici)

development of their host countries.

He urged them to put more efforts for
economic development of Pakistan

n a meeting with the delegation of
Overseas Pakistanis led by Dr Nasr
Shahid here at Aiwan-e-Sadr, the
President said the overseas Pakistanis
were working to promote the better
image of their country in their respective
host_countries He said the country was
passing through economic challenges
that needed to be resolved by collective
efforts President Alvi said besides work-
ing for their own country, the overseas
Pakistanis were also playing role in
development of their host countries INP

Speaker of the National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashral
nis of commemoration ceremony and Turkish
Democeracy and National Unity Day.

Islamabad court declares

PTI chief-Bushra Bibi
nikkah case admissible

ISLAMABAD: A district and ses-
sion court in the federal capital has

rturned a decision of civil judze

whao had rejected a petition challeng-

the nikkah of the PTI chairman

with Bushra Bibi

ons Judge Azam Khan issued
verdict, reminding back
case to the civil court. He directed

&
a

the court to decide on the case keep-
ing in view all | oints.
On May 13, Civil Judge Nasir

i
Minullah declared the petition filed
by Muhammad Hanif, seeking former
prime minister and Bushra Bibi's mar-
riage to be declared illegal, inadmissi-

he petitioner’s lawyer Raja
wan_Abbasi had claimed that
hra Bibi was in Iddat in January
8 at the time of her nikkah as she
divorced in November. He had

argued that mariiage in the days of

judge at one point
inquired if the PTI chief’s marriage
took place in Lahore, how did it fall in
the jurisdiction of this court

Lawyer Raja Rizwan Abbasi told
the court that the nikkahkhawan was
taken from Islamabad. The court said
the case was beyond its jurisdiction
and inadmissible

Later, the petitioner challenged the
verdict in the sessions court, saying
his arguments were not heard by the
civil judge.

His lawyer argued that according to
Section 179, the case could be heard
both in Lahore and Islamabad as the
former premier and Bushra Bibi
stayed in Islamabad after their nikkah

After hearing the arguments, the
sessions judge declared the petitioner
ssible and remanded back the
case 1o the civil court for hearing INP

LG by-poll on
vacant seats in KP
on August 27

ESHAWAR:The provincial Election

Commission said on Friday that the
local government by-poll on vacant

s of various categuries in Village and
in Khyber

Returning officers.

ccording to the office of the provin-
Elections Commissioner, the candi-
their nomination

he list of candidates who submitted

nomination papers would be released on

20, while the scrutiny of nomina-
papers would be held from July 21
4

he appeals against acceptance and
be filed from
25 1o July 26 and the decision on
¢ appeals would be made by August

The revised list of candidates would
be made public on August 2 and candi-
dates would be able to withdraw their
nomination papers till August 3

The final list of candidates would be
issued On August 4 and election symbols
would be allotted on the same day.

ceording to the code of conduct
issued by the Election Commission of
Pakistan, the promation and transfer of
government employees in these districts
is banned.

The public representatives including
the Prime Minister, Speakers and
Deputy Speakers of National and
Provincial Assemblies, federal and
provingial ministers wauld be prohibited
from wvisiting these councils and
announcing development projects 1ill
the elections. INP




