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KHUZDAR: The for-
mer Chief Minister of
Balochistan and chief of
Sarawan Nawab
Muhammad Aslam
Raisani  succeeded to
convince  hoth  armed
gmups for a cease fire.

oth sides agreed to
announce a cease fire
after  Nawab = Aslam
Raisani’s appeals, local
ournalists confirmed in

huzdar

Nawabzada
Lashkari
Raisani and
other tribal
elders also
accompanied
the chief of
Sarawan

Earlier in the day,
Nawab Raisami arrived in
the Wadh area of
Khuzdar to bring an end
to clashes between two
armed groups. Mawab
Raisani reached Wa
amid tight security and
held meetings ~ with
Sardar Asad Jan Mengal
and Mir Shafiq Mengal,

them

expected after
Raisani’s meeting with
Commissioner
Kalat Divison
briefs Nawab
Raisani about

@ Hittps:// www.quettavoice.com/

FIA arrests accused

olved in

blackmailing

women in Quetta
Nawab Raisani
succeeds to convince

both sides in Wadh
for cease fire

Nawab

tration
receiy
chief

police and admi

the former
minister and
briefed him about the

i r .md avoid col

Nawab Raisani said.
He said he would try
to find a negotiated
settlement  of the
Wadh issue

Nawab  Raisani’s
visit has come afier
armed clashes and
the

officials

the chiet of Jhalawan ongoing Situanon m f eavy
Juehad Sources ceid 3 Wadh Wa;ih bt <id by  two
reakthrough with regar ’ . “l urge both sides roups i
i P Situation o ederaise pativace Wedh KiGzdar:
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The Pakistan Petroleum Dealers
Association (PPDA) has deferred
strike to shut fuel pumps across the
country for two days.

The development came after the
association members held negotia-
tions with State Minister for
Petroleum Musadik Malik, who
arrived in Karachi earlier today
1Prndny] in a bid 1o convinee the

to call off the nationwide
strike

State minister
arrives in
Karachi to
convince PPDA
to call off strike

—_—

In a statement, the PPDA said
they might hold ‘another round of
negotiations with the government
after two days

A day eml-er the PPDA
announced :I|ul:mb down  fuel
umps across the country fram July
2, demanding an increase in profit
ma ans amid an inflation crisis

Ve will shut down all FEIIB|

pumps across Pakistan on Jul
Gpm,” said the association, which
further says it has more than 10,000
members,

Malik held talks
with petroleum
dealers to address
their grievances
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Dealers defer
nationwide
petrol pumps shutdown
for two days

In g statement, the association
said the petroleum minister was
infarmed about their concerns but
10 no avail

The official communique said
interest rates and inflation have hit
operators’ businesses and called for
the dealemhm margin to be

wins amid inflation crisi
said sales have slumped
3% due Iranian fuel being

000 (operators)
represemed by us, will be shul on
22," Abduf Sami Khan, chair-

man of the association, told
Reu!e« s
afion said the supslly

\:mrol \M" remain  suspen
unu the demands are met Pakistan
is dealing with a weakening curren-

nd & prolonged period of is

ith me udatmnal rate hitting

Rs!2/litre_margin on_high-spe
diesel (HSD) and Mogas {petrol)
ur markmm companies
é s) i ﬁe high cost of
oing busmas whlcll has created
financial hardships Web Desk

o

Project launched to strengthen anti corruption
efforts in Balochistan

Islamabad. — A five-day training
workshop aimed at improving the
investigation and prosecution skills
ofsemannvaupmrs and prosecu-
tors from Anti-Corruption
Es{ab!lihmem and Prosecution

o
Bar:ch:stanconcluded in
Tslamabad.

Farticipants of the
training workshop

In an effort to enhance anti-cor-
ruption measures in the
improve accountability, and restore
public trust in sla(e mstitutions, the
Am ‘orruptio Establishment
Bnlochwsnn(ALEB) developed a
comprehensive  strategy  am
launched a capacity-building initia-

tive funded by US I:mbassy
Islamabad’s
International Nan:nncs nnd lxw
Enforcement Affairs (INL) and
im) Iemenbedllg‘ Accountability
. Mr. Sohail Anwar Hashmi, the
Director General of ACEB, praised
the training at the conclusion of the
five-day training wnrkshop for
investigators and prosecutors
Accountability Lab is l:ulldls.
the institutional capacity of ACEl
through a series (.rammg work-
shaps on anti-cormaption lewslation
and rules, techniques for combatin,
white-collar_crimes, finance an
asset investigation methods, and
:m.alh ENce gmhenn%'elraxag\ea. in
il

o1l Lo | MpProve depanm:n-

ls rocesses based on global b
Brsmcw said Mr. A5| Fwoqu
Director  Programs,

ity L
As part of Ihls initiative, a spe-

cialized Fin; Investigation
Unit will beesubhslled all
strengthening instit al

ration between ACEB and other
anti-corruption agencies at the
national and sub-national levels, 10
facilitate better inter-agency coor-
ination and knowledge sharing
Mr. Emmett Sapp, Prt({gmm Officer
for Rule of Law, and Corrections at
. expressed confidence that this
cnllni:uralluﬂ will contribute to
gmvmg public service delivery
stréngthen uml wrrupmm
mensu[es in Balocl
Mr. Qalsan\silfaq lhe lead train-
er of the workshop and an expert in
anti-money laundenng, white-col-
lar crimes, and financial investiga-
tions, stated that these trainings
will enhance the capacity of anti-
corruption and prosecution officials
and promote accountability and
§0Rod governance in the province,

FIA arrests accused
involved in blackmailing
women in Quetta

involved in sexual harass-
ment of women in Quetta

sic laboratory,
said The accused were

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: The Federal
Investigation  Agency
(FIA) ~ arrested  two
accused involved in sexu-
al harassment of two
women in Quetta on
Friday

Sourees in the investi-
;&annn agency said, the

ber Crime Branch con-
ducled araid and arrested
two accused in the Askari
Park area of Quetta The
FIA recovered mobile

nhones and other devices

tom the possession of
both accused The devic
es were sent to the foren-

CJP accepts govt’s plea seeking withdrawal of
curative review against Justice Isa

ISLAMABAD. Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata
Bandul has approved the federal

ment’s fu:’hnun seeking

e w:lhdrawa of a curative
reuew filed by previous
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-
led government inst Senior
Puisnie Judge Qazi Faez Isa

PDM gowt filed
plea for
withdrawal of
petition against
Justice Isa

CIP Bandial had reserved the
verdict on the federal govem-

sources

ea carller in Apnl_this

nts p 3
ycarThL CIP disposed ol the

Defense Minister
Khawaja Asif has said
that former prime minis-
ter and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran
Khan can be disqualified
from holding a public
office in cypher gate

Speaking to Geo News
on Friday, the federal
minister said the former
PM used a diplomatic
cypher for polinical pur-
ioies i he. shuld be
charged with treason for
using the classified docu-
ment for vested interest

Cypher conspiracy can lead to
Imran Khan’s disqualification,

says defence mlmster

Adds Imran
Khan violated
secref act,
compromised
national
security

“Article ©
imposed on
chief,” he said while
referring to the law that

deals with high treason
under which an accused

-PM

can be sentenced to death

and life imprisonment
He termed the former

principal secretary to the

confessional

zam Khan's allegations,

statement
sayin,

A ahdaled \m oppenents'

Imran’s_top aide had
revealed in the confes-
sional statement that the
then-prime minister last
vear used the d\ph)mnm.
cypher sent by Pakistan’s
envoy to Washington 1o
concoct  a  narralive
against the establishment
and opposition

In a similar statement a
day earlier, Law Minister
Azam Khan said that the
PTL chief can be sen-
tenced 10 up to 14 years
for using diplomatic
cypher for political pur-
poses, Web Desk

the

Balochistan High

Court Issues Notice to Govt

petition on the basis of with-
drawal, acwrdmg to the verdict

announced taday (Friday)
The Pakistan D:nmcm-c

Mu\rcmcnl (PDM}-led govern-
ment had requested the apex
court to withdraw the curative
review peuuon filed against
Justice

Pres.ldant Dr Anf Alvi

i had

PM Shehbaz ihmugh Article
48 of the Constitution

President Alvi had also signed
his Power of Attemey in favour
of Advocate-on-Record {AQR)

Tn 2021, the then government
of Imran Khan filed a curative
review petition against the order
of the majority in the review
petitions otl.lumct Isa passed on
April 26, 2021 Web Desk

about Wadh Issue

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan
High Court on Friday
issued a notice to the gov-
ernment about the pre-
vmlmg tense situat

Wadh Tehsi|
Khuzdar, A
bench of BHC Cul‘ﬂpns/
ing Chief Justice, Mr.
Justice Nagem Akhtar
Afghan, and Mr, Justice
Muhammad Amir Rana
direeted the issuance of
notice to the govi on a
etition filed by

uhammad Amin Magsi
Advocate. "

Advocate Magsi in his

petition said that human
ngl\is were being violated

Mugbl claimed the govt

in
zdar, Mr.

the 1st of August.

has fall:d to restore order
Wadh.

court

adjourned the hearing fill
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Al and Climate Change

completely missing in
Balochistan budget

The future is all about the Atificial Intelligence (Al). The Al has the poten-

tial to sig

ificantly impact education and transform the leaming expericnce for
students across the globe

Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive support to
students. These systems can assess students’ knowledge, identify areas of weak-
ness, and offer targeted guidance and resources to help them improve,

Experts say the Al has so far taken mere baby steps, Still a lot needs to be
done, The Al is going to dominate education, politics, economy etc. in the

future.

No word of Al in the Balochistan Budget
Despite i1s need and importance, the Balochistan government has not allocat-
ed a single penny for the AT in its financial budget for the vear 2023-24. The
pravincial government allocated more than Rs 100 billions for primary, middle
and higher education sector The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al
Besides Al the government has not focused on the looming threat of climate
change. Balochistan, the country’s areawise largest province is prone to all nat-
ural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and climate

change

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Climate Change and more than Rs,73 billions

for C&W department

The government allocated Rs 71 crore rupees to tackle the climate change,
whereas, more than 73 billion rupees were allocated for the communication and

works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most of

the amount is lir!;e!y 1o go inte some narrow pockets.
P ion of AT i i i

pete on national and international levels. Its promotion can open new vistas of

pravides an

opportunities for our students

owever, investment in the climate change department is extremely neces-
sary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastating
floods last year played havoc across Balochistan and life was completely para-

Iyzed for a month.

10 our students 1o com-

The provincial government needs to change its priorities when it comes to Al
and climate ch:mge since the former offers opportunities and the latter poses a

serious threat to

uman life.

EDITORIAL oo

Barter trade reality

akistan's
economy
is  under

pressure
ue to low foreign
reserves, a falling curren-
cy, political unrest, and
ﬂa‘? ation.
he GDP growth fore-
cast has dropped to 0 29
cent from 2.0 per cent
for 2022-23. Slowdowns
in the agricultural, indus-
trial, and service sectors
all negatively impacted
the “country's  total
growth, with estimations
lacing the growth of
hase sectors at 1.55 per

ly stated by the National
Accounts Committee last
maonth Pakistan’s current
$6.5 billion IMF pro-
gramme was disrupted,
and the seven-mon!

revival effort failed to
bear fruit. To keep head-
ing towards macroeco-
nomic stability, the goy-

formulating its economic

iy,

Inresponse, the gov-
emment of Pakistan has
recently announced a
barter ‘trading arrange-
ment witl Iran,
Afghanistan, and Russia,
allowing qualifying
Pakistani firms to irade
Fuods without using dol-
ars or foreign currencies
They also intend to have
a similar kind of arrange-
ment with China Before
we take any side — China
or the US we must

The fall of the pied piper?

Let us be clear about
one thing: Imran Khan as
a sportsperson and erick-
et captain for Pakistan
was a formidable figure
and quite naturally a hero
for millions. These fans

existed in_Pakistan and
abroad. His leadership
style — a mix of aggres-

sion and clever strategies
i some
inspired and
tumed him into a major
hero in the country. Tt
was this identification as
a winner — and as a
which helped

leader
Imran begin his political
success course, there

were many other factors
behind the events which
brought him to power in
2018, and he himself has
accepted his links with
state institutions this
time. Unfortunately for
Pakistan — indeed tragi
cally for the country —
Tmran’s style of leader-
ship did not work in pol-
itics. His aggression
turned into something so
volatile that was rarely
scen before.

From politicians we
need diplomacy,

tience, and an ability
F:lhink beyond the sin-
gle idea of corruption in
a cormupt opposition. It
appears that Imran and
his team did not have
these skills. He was
essentially a cult leader.
We have historically
seen many a cult figures
in other parts of the
world. 'e had the
Moonies cult in Korea,
Reverend Jim Jones —
who led his hundreds of
followers to Guyana and
ordered them to drink

‘Kool-Aid® laced with
poisonous substance
which killed 900 or so
including 300 children
— and other well-known
cultl leaders like Charles
Manson and his *family’
which engaged in murder
and other heinous events
in the late 1960s,

‘akistan has over the
years had great politi-
cians - it would be a dis-
service to compare Imran

to any of them. They
include brave figures
such as Khan Ahdul
L s

37 years of his life in jail
but remained firm on his
ideology, His son Wali
Khan followed essential-
y in the same tradition
spending a long period of
time in  jai In
Balochistan, Abdul
Samad Khan spent the
entire period of the Ayub
Khan regime in jail
because he refused to
change his views or ide-
olo, ere are other
figures such as GM Syed
from Sindh who also
spent over 30 years in
jail not becausé of any
{;otiucal activity  but

ecause authorities did
not like their stance and
found it best to incarcer-
ate them instead of
allowing & democracy
with true differences of
opinion within it to grow
and develop.

There are a few ques-
tions mow: what will
become of the cult Imran
led? The fate of Imran
himself will be deter-
mined by the courts, and
by time. He could be dis-
qualified or jailed, or he
could be left 1o continue

whatever remains of his
career. But the way May
9 was archestrated — pre-
sumably by the party -
leading le to attack
state Eunldings and
installations on May 9
gul at risk the lives of
oth young and older

peoplé, from  lower-
income and = middle-
income  families  in

ahore, Rawalpindi and
ather places

Some of these people

~ in fact many of them
— remain behind bars
for stealing all kinds of
abjects, inciudin]g a{ea-
cock. Their families have
nowhere o go and noth-
ing to show for what they
engage in_or what they
dwfﬂ ertainly, no idec-
logical belief or any kind
of  principle  was
involved. Tﬁey simﬂy
thought they were fol-
lowing a man who acted
as a cult leader, and
found themselves in an
elxlreme_l?/ difficult posi-
tion: children and young
men who knew na better
and had never been
taught history or politics
or creative thinking at
schoals.

Inl |he_”fumre‘ Il'il‘:e?e
peaple will most like
think a little harder. “%
already have some think-
ing taking place even

now.

There are those who
ask whether the May 9
events can be justified
Even some who had a
role to play in them or
who knew people who
participated, have con-
demned the assault on
gubl;c buildings, the
urning of an ambulance

and the other violent
events which took place.
They see the attack on
sensitive buildings as
dangerous. In Punjab, a
majority of people have
high respect for the
armed forces and recog-
nize it as a major defence
force. The men in uni-
form stand tall in their
eyes We wonder how
Imran stands now that he
has been defeated and
left 1o pick up the pieces
of his shattered political

career
The events of the com-
ing days will be interest-
ing. We will closely ana-
lyze how the groups
already breaking away
from the PTI will take a
shape of their own. One
of them will, of course,
become the new ‘King's
Party'. We do not know
if the Elahi family or
Tareen or someone else
will become the chosen
leader of this group. But
it is likely that the group
will do well and just as
Imran was pushed into
power, they will receive
the same boost and simi-
lar assistance in their
effort to acquire power,
For Pakistan, the real
question is what they
will do with it and how
”'?' will handle things.
There are other ques-
tions as well. It is quite
obvious that separation
powers needs to be
practised in the count
is is extremely diffi-
cult and has not hap-

pened ~ lhroughout
akistan’s history of over
seven decades, with

hybrid regimes being the
order of the day — year

comprehend dedollariza-
tion, its origins, and its
implications

Pakistan's economy. In
2014, Russia prioritized
dedollarization in
response  lo Western
sanctions that curtailed
state _enterprises” and
banks’ access to Western
markets. As part of their
growing economic coop=
ration, M

an early ally in Beijing to
help ifs de-dollarization
mitiafive,  Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang visit-
ed Moscow the same
year and inked 38 agree-
ments, mciudmf a 150-

billion-yuan (approxi-
mately $24.5 billion) cur-
rency swap deal and
energy cooperation. This
agreement was extended
for an additional three
years in 2017 Z

_ As a result of the US
imposition of significant
ranffs  on ‘hinese
imports and the begin-
ning of the trade war
between the US and
China in 2018, Russia
and China moved further
away from utilizing the
dollar in their bilateral
trade, Last year, the
Chinese and  Russian
presidents  announced
their determination to use
their currencies for bilat-
eral trade settlement
Even though Russia and
China have been able to
wark together on dedol-
larization trade, the fact
that their ﬁ?a!s are not
aligned is likely to cause

further dedollarization to

By Kamila Hyat
after year and_decade
after decade There is
still 100 much movement
of various players on the
chessboard to determine
ﬁrecise]y what has 1o
appen next and how.
But we know that Imran
is unlikely to play a
major role in Pakistan's
politics again. Already,
geopla are criticizin
ow he put the lives
other people at risk while
protecting himself.

How he asked his sup-
orters to protect him in
Zaman Park, allowing

them to face the police
while he remained within
his home protected by
his supporters who had
y 9 in

“hun-

come out on May
hundreds These

dreds of people” will not
be enougﬁem bring Khan
to power. The fact that
more people did not
come out shows that peo-

ple know tight from
wrong and know that
what happened on that

day 13 wrong and should
not have taken place
This is something from
which all political parties
can leamn and gain wis-
dom The wisdom per-
haps should maich that

men from outside
Punjab such as Baba Jan
from  Gilgit-Baltistan,
who has protested for the
rights of people in the
region desr e a long
term in jail, These arc
real heroes. We need to
recognize them and put
them aside from mere
cult figures such as
Imran and others like
him who we have seen
throughout our political
history

be slower Russia
aggressively launching
measures with the

ew
goal of dedollarization
commerce and transac-
tioms, but China is reluc-
tant to do so for several
reasons, The government
of Russia is being com-
pelled to explore new
avenues to ﬁm' paid for its
exports and impons. In
2022, authorities and
enterprises tried convert-
ing to transactions using
the national currency,
engaging in barter deals,
making payments in
cash, and using various
other systems. However,
they were still looking

‘@ comprehensive
solution Since it is now
abundantly evident that
efforts are being redirect-
ed towards cryptocurren-
cies and payments in
yuan, this indicates that
the Russian economy
will become increasingly
dependent on China’s
currency. As a result of
the divergent objectives
of the two natiens, the
relationship  between
them will continue to
deteriorate, and Russia
may see both a loss in its
reserve holdings and
problems in its payment
systems Pakistan should
learn from these two
nations” trade ambitions
and create its own eco-
nomic and foreign strate-
£y 1o fit its unique cir-
cumstances Pakistan’s
relationship with China
and the US has been
well-manag

Pai:ii

Pakistan is not in a place
to choose a side now
because we are still deal-
ing with the fallout from
the recent visit of former
nme  minister lmran
han to_Russia, At this
crucial juncture in the
nation’s history, those in

sitions of power are
eing called wpon to
make astute economic
and fnmﬁm policy deci-
sions so that we can pre-

vent  Pakistan  from

_ To overcome stagfla-
tion, the State Bank of
Pakistan needs to imple-
ment a coniractionary
monetary  policy by
reducing the money sup-
raising interest
rales 1o combal stagfla-
tion in the short term. At
the same nme, the gov-
ernment needs to imple-
ment an expansionary
fiscal policy by reducing
Ependmg and ‘expanding
e tax base to combat

in
the war between China
and the US
Policymakers need to
understand that the trade
volume with our neigh-
bouring countries is too
small, approximately less
than 35 illion per annum
compared to the Western
trade  partners.  Barter
trade agreements have
the potential to reduce
refiance on the US dollar
lowever, complete
dedollarization is not
achievable through  this
means, Before engaging
in barter trade deals,
Pakistan needs to broad-
and diversify its
export base, invest in its
infrastructure to strength-
en its transportation net-
weorks and ports and con-
struct energy infrastruc-
twre that 15 both more
dependable and = more
cost-effective. This wil
result in lower produc-
tion costs for products
destined  for ~ export,
increasing such goods’

an
invest in infrastructure,
human capital, public
works, and other such
projects.

In addition, the SBP
must create its digital
currency, as major cen-
tral banks worldwide are
actively exploring new
currency systems. It is
also exiremely important
for the government and
the SBP 1o keep public
opinion on their side,
since the people are the
ultimate spurce of the
g’:vvs'lymeﬂ(‘s power and
the independence it
enjoys, Considering this,
the SBP must convey the
reasoning behind ™ its
actions to maintain pub-
lic support, mainly since
the fiscal policy con-
tributes to stagflation In
the end, the government
and the central bank will
need to collaborate to
confront the issues the
country is facing with its
fiscal and monetary poli-
cies, and offer a common

! in global
markets

rk when dealing
with allies.

stan’s skills

report card

he vast
maﬁcnly of
240-0dd  uni-
versities in the

couniry  are
failing both of their mis-
sions: the idealistic goal
of learning for learning’s
sake, broadening hori-
zons  and  personal
enlightenment, and also
the worldly objective of
producing ‘graduates that
are skilled, employable,
and productive cifizens
OfF course, universities do
not carry all the blame —
they have to work with
the intake the schoaol sys-
tem feeds them,

As | have written about
on prior_occasions, for
those with the requisite
language skills, internet
connectivity, and the abil-
ity to self-leamn, Massive
8] Courses
(MOQCs) by several
providers help bridge the
skills gap to achieve
alvgaln ability.  Major
M 0(¥ providers are sit-
ting on a_ goldmine of
data from learners span-
ning the globe For the
last few years, Coursera
— the biggest MOOC
provider at 124 million

subscribers — has been
blishing: @n' seaonl
Blobal Sidits Report. The

4,000 skills covered by its
library of MOOCs "are
organized into a multi-
level taxonomy. Bmaqlf'.
however, those skills
have beenafmuped into
three broad categories.
business, technology, and
data science.

The report for 2023
was published a few days
ago and covers 100 goun-
tries, including Pakistan

In the science, technolo-
gy. engineering, and
mathematics. STEM)
skills_category, Pakistan
contribute 2,562
learners on Coursera, the
fourth  highest, onl
behind India (around 6.
million), the United
States (around 4.6 mil-
lion and Nigeria
(675,371). Another glim-
mer of positive news in
Pakistan's data 1s that
year-over-year growth in
enrollment  for STEM
skills stands at 79 per
cent, the second highest
globally, surpassed only
by Nigeria ar 98 per ceni.
Countries are  both
ranked and rated for the
skills proficiency of their
earners. In the ranking,
Pakistan stands 92 out of
100, The only countries
ranked  lower  than
Pakistan are Somalia,
Palestine. Iraq. Sudan,
ana, Kenya,  the
Philippines, and Migeria
For perspective, countries
ranked above Pakistan

(72, Bangladesh .
and India (60). =
Pakistan’s  business
skills index stands at 22
er cent while the Asia-
Pacific region’s avera,
is 41 per cent, In technol-
ogy  skills, Pakistan
scored only 10 per cent
versus a regional average
of 49 per centIn data sci-
ence skills, Pakistan
scored an abysmal 8.0 per
cent against a regional
average of 52 per cent.
Mot sur_pnsmﬂy. Pakistan
is not featured as a coun-
try with strengths and

opporunities, neither
the business nor technol-
ogy nor data science
skills categories in the

[&gFlcmA
or its global analysis,
the report rated skill Tev-

camners from coun-
tries into one of four cate-
ories (quartiles). From
the top down, they are

labeled “cufting-edge’
{IU.CI;?S‘ 1 CEnt), ‘com-

imited’ (3 ,5f=r cent),
and ‘lagging’ (25-0 perc

ent). Pakistan placed i
the last quartile — that s.
lagging Countries in the
lagging skills category
are characterized by an
average human capital
index score of 52 per cent
(against an average of 73
per cent in the cutting-
edge category). average
Internet access of 56 per
cent (against 87 per cent
in the cutting-edge cate-
ory), and an average
percentage of workin
age population registes

n Coursera of 268 per
cent (against 4.67 SEI‘
cent in the cutting-edge
categ
In!muiun to reporting
data, the report offers
seven key findings.

First, economic growth
is tied to skill proficien-
¢y Higher skill proficien-
¢y is correlated wit
nomic advances and aver-
aiy: GDP per capita (to be
clear, correlation does not
imply causation). That is
what is lary eiaif driving the
recent gl CONVErsa-
ton about education that
is inclusive of skills,

. Second, internet access
is tied to economic
opportunity’

Financial inequality breeds contempt

Our society essentially
stands divided into three
classes, The elite class
comprises the top bureau-
crats both civil and mili-
tary, business _tycoons
ans. Then fol-

w two classes — the
thinning middle class and
the multiplying poor
class, wh!l:g Y\\-‘es below
the poverty line Instead
of receding, the poverty

ph is rapidly escalai-

mgl:
he politicians — in
every government that
comes o power by win-
ning the election ~ prom-
is¢ to uplifi the condition
of the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic [mving cenditions
will improve, they
will get health and educa-
t

ion

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry ‘against the’ system
but also creates hostility
among them

As & nation, however,
we can change our alarm-
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy 1if we single-
mindedly follow the
nations ‘that have pro-
gressed within a few
years from being poor
third-world countries to
some of the leading ones
Let's consider Singapare
as a glaring example.

g was typical-

ly a third-world country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have The
turnaround came in
Singapore when Chinese

leader Deng Xinopmlg
devised a formula — MPI

for the Singapare Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Mentocracy meant that
all government jobs were
to %: allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for “who’s who’ or who's
related to whom. Students
in SmFApote are admitred
in colleges and universi-
ties purely on ment with-
out ana‘ string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled workforce 1o
deliver to the nation, The
cwnlr{‘s umversifies,
medical calleges and hos-

itals are counted among
he best in the world, In
companson, il is tragic
how merit in our country
is given such little impor-
tance. Many in
ositions of the eivil
ureaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another

‘P in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are n a

ractical approach unlike
Pakistan where loss-mak-
Ing monsters, state-run
organizations like the
Pakistan Steel Mills and
PIA, incur losses worth
billions, every year but
successive governments
hesitate to pnvatize them
because of political pres-
sures. Last year, the PS)
accumulated a loss of
Rs67 billion in the first
six months.

Consequently, every
as o bear the
of the loss-mak-
ing behemoths. Could

Singapore  allow  its
vibrant economy to suffer
from such recurring loss-
es for years? Never The
PSM fasn’t produced a
nece of steel since 2015
ut its employees are paid
hundreds of millions in
salaries each month

“H’, the most important
feature of the magic for-
mula for taking rapid
hikes from a poor third-
world country to a first-
waorld country, is honesty.
It means zero tolerance

T corruption.
Singapore's prime minis-
ter, under whaose govern-
ment the country pro-
gressed,  carrie out
accountability from top
downward. With an hon-
est bureaucracy and a
progressing economy, the
country turned into a hub

crows making citizens’
lives miserable by their
cawing round the’ clox
As pointed out in the arti-
cle, the main reason for
the growth of these birds
is the “sadqa’ in the shape
of meat le&ovefs the peo-
ple throw on the roads
and outside their homes
The Lahore

Bank road is ni
for this activity where
kites are seen swoopin,
down to get their share of
meat that passers-by feed
them, Sometime back my
cousin Mansoar Khan
lost his car’s windshield
when a kite struck against
it. Surinwnsy_y‘ the wind-
shield broke in pieces but
the kite  survived.
Whether Mansoor was a
‘meat thrower’ to the

third-world countries o
some of the leading ones
Let's consider Singapore
as a glaring example,

Singapore was typical-
Iy a third-world_country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have. The
tunaround  came_ in
Sm§apa¢e when Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping
devised a formula — MPI
— for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Mentocracy meant that
all Eovcmmcnl obs were
to he allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
or “who's who' or who's
related to whom. Students

of foréign estr It
impraved the living con-
ditions of the people and
raised their social status
among the com

C i ty .ol
nations, Too high “stan-
dards for us to meet,
aren’t they?

_So organized is the
Singaporean government
that' it decided to reduce
the population of domes-
tic crows that had started
attacking people in parks
and on foads, The group
director of wildlife man-
agement at the National
Parks Board ordered that
crows' nests be pulled
down, set up traps and
rune the trees in public
interest We have a wild
growth of birds of prev 1o
cope with. Recently there
was an article in this
newspaper as to what
prompted the increase in
population of these birds.

Il that one witnesses
are kites hovering in the
sky and thousands of

kites, he didn’t admit.
The politici;

m
every government that
comes to power by win-
ning the election — prom-
ise to uplift the condition
of the poor Their cam-
paigmng slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
i :mgmve‘ and they
will get health and educa-
ton. n o
The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed. It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society  unhappy and
angry against the” system
but also creates hostility
among them
As a nation, however,
we can change our alarm-
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy if we single-
mindedly  follow the
nations “that have pro-
pressed within a few
vears from being poor

inS are admitted
n cuﬂ“eﬁes and universi-
ties purely on merit with-
out any  string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation, The
country’s  universities,
medical colleges and hos-
?Ilﬂlb are counted among
he best in the world. In
comparison, it s fragic
how mesit in eur country
15 given such little impor-
tance. Many in the top
ositions of the _civil
ureaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another

“P" in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a
raciical sgproach unlike
‘akistan where loss-mak-
ing monsters, state-run
reanizations. like
Pakistan Steel Mills and
PIA, incur losses worth
billions

What did Ukraine get
from Vilnius?

lthough,

despite infense
campaigning

_and pleading

by Ukraiman President
‘olodymyr Zelensky, the
Vilnius summit did not
%ive_any timetable for
kraine's path towards

its  membership, Nato

acknowledged 1n para-  has

graph 11 of its of uﬂnl i
that

series of substantial vic-
tores  for  Ukraine,
Notably, Ukraine has
secured a commitment of
military and economic
aid from the G7, while
also embarking on F-16
fighter jet training in col-
laboration with 1T parter
countries. Germany, 100,
ledged an impres-
sive 700 million euros in

“Ukrame’s future is in
Nato"

For obvious reasons,
the_absence of clearly
defined timelines and
conditions for Ukraine’s
accession was projected
br the media as a qcnm—
al setback for Zelesnky,
‘who had harboured hopes
that the Nato summit in
Vilnius on July 11-12
would culminate in a con-
crete  invitation  for
Ukraine 1o join the
alliance. Ostensibly, the
lack of such an invitation
reflects the ‘cautious’
approach taken by Nato
member-states. that
remain wary of ‘provok-
ing' further tensions with
Russia However, the fact
is that Nato has given
much more than ‘what
Zelensky had expected
from the Vilnius summit
unwavering pledges for
extremel generous
financial' and “military
assistance to Kylv as well
as the creation of the
Nato-Ukraine Council.

The Vilnius Summit
has  underscored  the
undeniable reality that
Ukraine’s position in the
European arena is central
at the moment. President
Zelensky may not have
received the invitation,
but the summit yielded a

ary assis-

tance.

Most significantly, the
formal affirmation_that
“Ukrgine’s future is
Nata” i

solidifies e
nature of the partnership
between Ukraine and the
alliance. Similarly, cer-
tain Nato members are
determined to manifest its
significance in altenative
manners. such as through
the establishment of
enduring security guaran-
tees, reminiscent of the
United States’ longstand-
ing_alliance with_Israel,
vyﬁi:h receives $3 8 bil-
lion in annual military aid

from Washington
President Biden
expressed willingness for

such an amangement,
conditional upon the exis-
tence of a ceasefire and a
peace accord. Moreover,
reports indicate that the
United Kingdom, France,
and Germany are also
contemplating  similar
assurances.

t the same time, the
Vilnius summit has yield-
ed another significant
development in- relation
to the Ukraine conflict
the inception of the Nato-

kraine Council. In this
major move, Kyiv and the
alliance's 31 members
will have “adedicated
platform for consultation

By Dr Imran Khalid
and ﬁum: decision-mak-
ing. Beyond its consulta-
tive function, the council
will also serve as a vital
mechanism  for  crisis
management, enabling
Kyiv to summon urgent
meetings when nec
Moreover, the stated
objective of this council,
18 10 bolster the extent of
Ukraine’s collaboration
with the alliance, enhanc-
g o desper aid closer
partnershij

Howevtfn the establish-
ment of the Nato-Ukraine

ouncil, pparently
aimed at enhancing chi
nels of communication
and consultations with
Ukraine, may _inversely
exacerbate tensions in the
region It is being viewed
by Moscow as an indirect
aftempt to grant Ukraine
a symbolic ‘seat at the
table’ without conferring
formal membership _sta-
tus. The formation of this
council seems to be a cal -
culated manoeuvre to fur-
ther isclate Russia and
eand Nato's influence.

hile 4

Ukraine Council may be
seen as a symbolic ges-
ture of support for
Ukraine’s aspirations, its
implications and potential
consequences for region-
al stability cannot be
overlooked. But eritics
allege that, with the
esiablishment of the
Nato-Ukraine Council as
the latest mani festation of
its long-term strategic
intent, the trans-Atlantic
alliance has once again
revealed the organiza-
tion’s expansionist_agen-
da eastwards, which may
urther aggravate the ten-
sions in Edrope,
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Pakistan can enhance
exports by integrating into
global value chains:

ISLAMABAD: Pakists
n’s successfusl integration
into the global “value
(GVCs) requires &

ilti-faceted approach,
which includes reducing
trade costs, streamlini

2
border processes, digitis-

WealthPK

Pakistan should prioritise
policies that reduce trade
costs and streamline

rocesses at the borders.

e said delays and barri-
ers at the border can hin-
der global integration and
make trade |ess competi-

fior the logistics sector,
“If trucks are stuck in
queues, it not only affects
their earning potential
but alsa hampers overali
trade  efficiency,” he
e;ﬁ!amcd‘l'le said
Pakistan should priontise

ing operations, taril tive, He said introducing  the provisions of the

rationalisation, intellectu-  customs reforms  an Worl Trade

al property rights, and  developing transport and  Organisation’s  Trud

upgrading logistics infra-  port  infrastructure are Facilitation Agreement,
e

structure, experts

Muhammad  Shoaib
Zafar, trade policy expert
at International’ Trade
Centre, said while talking
to WealthPK  that

crucial to facilitate the
o of goods across bar-

Iers.
Shoaib maintained that

delays at border crossings
have severe implications

digitise processes, and
ensure transparency and
streamlining at border
points. He said Pakistan
needs 1o enhance its mar-
ket access INP

More monsoon rains
predicted amid urban

4

N
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QUETTA: A man selecting & purchasing Muharram ul Haram related stuff

from roadside vendor stall.
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Digital SKills Training Program helping
youth get online jobs: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD The  Digital
Skills Training Pl&grsm imitia-
tive by the finistry  of
Information  Technology and
Telecom provides a platform to
the youth to empower them with
cutiing-edge  digital  skills
required o pursue online
employment opporunities.

According to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS), the
cuum?' d a revenue of
$1.523 billion through the provi-
sion of various IT services to
different nations during the first
seven months of the fi

2022-23 This statistic signifies
a growth rate of 238% in com-

S

by the Ministry of Science, the

digital servicés sector is fast

growing lhrough its contribution
Yo to t

of almost |

he mross

domestic product (GDP), which

stands
terms.

at 33.5 billion in absolute

roviding compli-

mentary online training to the
youth, the initiative aims to

ISLAMABAD:. The

flooding warning

Kohistan, Abbottabad,

is expected m Shaheed
Benazirabad

rogram Coordinator Umar

ram " parison o FY22
Akbar said while talking to

Umar said the program focus-

uip them with in-demand

equip h i dig-
ital skills, enabling

them 1o

WealthPK that the post-C es on skills such as digital mar-  flourish as accomplished free-
era was characterised by keting, virtual assistance, st-  lancers and entreprencurs. This
increased global interconnected-  writing, WordPress, affiliate  will foster a culture of startups,
ness through online networks. marketing, data analytics, further promotin,

“Against this backdrop, there
gence, graphic d

QuickBooks, business intelli-

Bodies of
three sisters
found from

empty plot

MUZAFFARGARH: Bodies of
three sisters who went missing the
ather day were found from an
empty plot here on Tuesday

According 10 details, three girls
stated 1o be Teal sisters went miss-

ing from Thermal Colony of
Muzaffaragarh on Monday.
The bodies of missing girl were

found from an empiy plot of the

area very fext morning,
The bodies were shifted to hos-
pital for postmortem and police
i ing into the incident
acase. INP

afer registeing
US urges
Taliban to

prevent
Afghanistan

from becoming

‘safe haven’ for
terrorists

WASHINGTON

Amid

: D i
ial endeavours in the nation,

and  Umar

is a significant demand for lﬁ%'L
e

search

said The program coordi-

n s calls for
to rein in militants responsible for
escalating  militancy  within
Pakistan, the United Stares (US)

Pakistan Meteorological — Haripur, Peshawar, §
Department (PMD) pre-  Mardan, Swabi, Hyderabad, Sanghar,
dicted more rams in dif- Nowshera,  Kurram, Badin, Thatta —an
ferent parts of the coun-  Lakki Marwat, Kohat, arachi

try week with a warning Dera  Ismail an, About the impacts,
about wurban flooding Bannu, Karak and the PMD warned that
and landslides, as mon-  Waziristan in Khyber heavy rain_may cause
soon currents from the Pakhtunkhwa urban flooding in low-

Meanwhile, rain and

Arabian Sea are hkely
thundershower are also

ying eas of
to penetrate upper and Islamabad, Rawalpindi,

central parts of the expected in parts of Peshawar, Gujranwala
country from today Balochistan — Barkhan, and Lahore while lr:ﬁ—
Tuesday night while Loralai, Kalat, Khuzdar, gering landslides in the
intensifying on July 19 Zhob, Lasbela, Awaran wulnerable areas of
Under the influence and Musakhel — along  Murree, Galliyat
of these weather sys-  with Dera Ghazi Khan, Kashmir, jilgit-
tems, rain and shum-.ly - Rajanpur, ultan, Baltistan and Khyber
shower with strong Bhakkar, Layyah, Kot Pakhtunkhwa
winds and  isolate Addu, Bahawalpur and Farmers have been
heavy falls are expected Rahim Yar Khan in advised to manage their
across Kashmir and Pumjab and  Sukkur, activities keeping in
Gilgit-Baltistan as well  Larkana and Jacobabad  view the weather fore-
as slamabad, distncts of Sindh from  cast while tounsts and
Rawalpindi, Attock, July 19 (night) to July travelers should remain
Chakwal, Jhelum, 21 with aceasional gaps.  extra cautious to avoid
Mandi Bahauddin, n the other hand, any untoward situation
Sialkot, Narowal, dust storm, thunder- during the wet spell
Lahore,  Gujranwala, storm and rain with iso- At the same time,
Gujrat, Kasur, lated heavy falls are strong winds may dam-
Mianwali, Sargodha, also likely in  age loose structures like
Faisalabad, Toba Tek Tharparkar, EJmerlml. electric poles and solar
Singh, Jhang, Sahiwal, Mirpurkhas, ~Sukkur, panels as c,:leup\e have
Bahawalnagar and  Larkana, Jacobabad and been asked to stay at
Okara  districts  of Dadu districts of Sindh  safe places during wind-
Punjab from July I8 from ul 19 storm/heavy rams. On
([ungJ to 23 with ocea-  (evening/night) to July the other” hand, the
sional gaps 23 authorities  concerned
A similar forecast has During July 20-22 are advised to remain
been issued for Chitral, period, ~ dust’ storm, alert and to take neces-

Dir,
Buner,

thunderstorm and rain
with isolated heavy falls

Swat,  Shangla,

sary
Mansehra,

recautionary
measures IDN i

A -~ LS
HYDERABAD: MPA MQM Pakistan Rasjid khelji addressing to press

conference a tHPC.

Sports goods makers
seek one-stop support
for SMEs: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Sports  bureaucratic hurdles and  cial resources and market
ce.

Goods Manufgcturersand  providing comprebensive  intelligence”
F.x&orlers Association  assistance throughout the Mohsin Masood noted
(SGMEA) has empha-  different stages of busi- that the OWF would offer

sised the need for a one-
window facility (OWE)
10 assist small and medi-
um-sized enterprises in
enhancing their efficien-
cy and boosting the sports
goods industry’s growth,

Recognising )
cal role ufSﬁEs in driv-

ness operation.

“This facility aims to
remove barriers that hin-
der the growth of these
enterprises.  enabling
them to focus on their
core _compelencies and
contribute to the coun-

a wide range of services
10, SMEs, including, sim-
plified licensing and reg-
istration procedures,
assistance with compli=

uirements, access
to financial resources and
expert guidance, and net-

try’s overall economic working = opportunities
ing economic growth, dévelopment aimed at fostenng collab-
SGMEA secretary gener- He empha | that oration and knowledge
al Mohsin Masood has  SMEs are the lifeling of sharing among industry

urged the government to
establish "a dedicated
OWF aimed at supporting,
the specific needs o
SMEs in the sports goods

secior.
Talking to WealthPK,
he said the proposed

Pakistan’s sports goods players.

industry, and their growth Moreover, he said the
is pivotal in tapping the OWF would leverage
country’s export poten- :c:hno\ng{ to provide
tial “Establishing a dedi- online platforms  and
cated, user-friendly OWF  databases, allowing
will not enly facilitate SMEs 1o access up-lo-
their functioning but also  date information _related

OWF would serve as a  ensure that they gain the to domestic and interna-
sinole point of contact for necessary guidance and  tional markets, as well as
SMEs. streamlining vari-  support . on  different  technological advance-
ous administrative  fronts, including nl:_gulu- ments in sports goods
processes, lucing  tory I man-

1al skills from global firms. T engine
il “With a

eapning, 8
optimisation

nator said the povernment needs
- idespread availabili- | on Tuesday

i g i SE ked the Afghan
Digital Skills Program aims to  (SEQ). to ensure pres y 20 :
create ample employment  youth bulge accounting for near-  ty of internet facilities through- g"hb‘g' \o- prevd }"_‘L‘ A
prospects for youny individu- Ty 60% of the overall population, qut the country ta bring efTec- | from becoming a “safe haven” for
als,” he said o the primary objective of the pro-  fiveness to the program. "Digital | 'TeRS SHACKE US Stat

He mentioned tha initiatives m is fo not only generate tramning programs of this nature | ) D s
such as t ills  émployment opportinities, but  have the potential to make a pos- Memet’C‘ll'll 5pol ﬁsper‘s{m
Prnprram play a al role in - also foster digital literacy  itive impact on the labour mar- | EI!:" il i e’ré:‘nmes;lnx z‘b}' ]” r“'
facilitating the growth of IT throughout the  nation” he ket drive innovation, and signif- h" 1stan .m‘)i amed Kaul .‘c"
services exports asserted. According to a report  icantly contribute INP the uptick in miliancy, saying that

China's economic res

steady growth in global trade

ISLAMABAD: | China's
remarkable economic resilience
continues to shine through as its
forei trade  demonstrates
steady growth and maintains
high standards.

ecent data released by the
General  Administration  of
Customs reveals that China's
foreign trade expanded by an
impressive 2 1 pereent reaching
a staggering 20.1 trillion yuan
$2 8 trillion) in the first half of
021§ according to Gwadar Pro
n

reroem, amounting
ion yuan,

ance of China
remains impressive,
given the complex

China's ascendan

development that h.
the competitiveness
ort commadities

o huesday T i i 3
This positive trajectory is  su
qndqﬁiugd by the l%ole\wrgnhy mrpsp

rise in exports, which witnessed
a substantial 3.7 percent
increase, reaching 11.46 trillion

Notably, th
tic enterpris
electromechanical

yuan R
Although imports  experi-
enced a marginal decline of 0.1

Rights of cotton
growers to be
ensured under all
circumstances:
CM Nagqvi

LAHORE: Punjab Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi has said that rights of cotton
growers would be ensured under all circumstances.

In a statement issued here on Tuesday, he said that
the Punjab povernment will not allow sale of cotton
produced by the farmers less than 8,500 per maund

Mohsin Naqvi said that cotton farmers will be
compensated for their labour and the provincial
government was taking all necessary steps in this
regard.

“The cotton crop was the guarantee of the prosper-
ity of the farmer and the development of the coun-
try, he maintained The caretaker chief minister san
that steps were being taken at all levels to ensure the
price nFcnnun to the farmers and field teams of the
agriculture department have also been mobilized in
this regard INP

Judge Humayun
shouldn’t hear
Tosha Khana case
after admitting
Facebook account:
Farrukh

FAISALABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
West Punjab President Farrukh Habib demanded the
Judge Humayun Dilawar, who heard the Tosha Khana
case, should not hear the case against PT1 Chairman
Imran Khan anymore afer admitting his Facebook
account which carried anéi-lmran Khan's posts

He said that a Facebook account in the judge’s name
published posts against Imran Khan which showed bias
in the case PTI West Punjab President said Judge
Humayun Dilawar accepted that he had the Facebook
account but ironically he denied the posts published on
his account Farrukh Habib raised a question as how he
could distance himself from the posts against PTI
Chairman on his Facebook account, which were pres-
ent there for NP

the overall perform-
's foreign trade

global economic lands

al trade leader is ﬁanl_le 5
fied by the strengthening of the
US. dollar, an” advanfageous

a significant role in cementin,
its position within the glob.
chain, Several key fac-
ave contributed to this
remarkable performance,
expe; of domes-
an

specifically electric vehicle
has experienced a sustaine

“safe havens and liberty of action”,
along with the latest weapons
avaifable to  militants  from
Afghan-istan enabled them to
carry out attacks inside Pakistan.
fence Minister Khawaja Asif

had on Saturday also strongly
rebuked Afghanistan for “negleci-
ing its duties a neighbouring
and fratemal country”’, and for d
regarding vital abligations made
the Doha peace agreement, speci
ically its commitment to prevent
the use of Afghan soil for terrorist
activities

At a press briefing the US State
Department spokesperson_restat-
ed the position that the Taliban
administration bore the respol
bility to control terror activities
originating from their territory, “I
don’t have any comment specifi-
cally on that, but | will say we
have made very clear thal we
believe the Taliban has

ilience shines with

to 8.64 tril-  upward trajectory. R

Additionally, the unwavering
demand from countries partici-

ating in the Belt and Road
nitiative has further enhanced
the positive outlook for China's
foreign trade

The remarkable surge in trade
between China and countries
%MIICI?Mm_g_ in the Belt and

oad Initiative highlights the
success and significance of this
strategic endeavor.

The trade in goods between
China and countries along the
Belt and Road Inifiative surged
by an impressive 9.8 percent in
the first half of 2023, This sub-

erechl
POE the

g%eqd,,
solidi-

as_elevat
of China's
and played

stantial growth accounted for a I v
Svonced substanial 343 percent of | RERnsioiily to provent e
products,  China's total foreign trade vol- | safe haven for launching terrorist

ume, underscoring the_signifi-

s attacks,” Millar said in response
cance of this strategic INP h P

to a question INP

1

o

) -_ e = - —
of accumulates sewerage water near girls college.

Dézﬁh anniversary of
Saghar Siddiqui to be
observed on Today

LAHORE: The 49th
death anmiversary of
renowned Urdu poet
Saghar Siddiqu was
observed on
Wednesday, July 19,
2023

cess but a commercial
flop so, he shut down
the magazine. In his
te, he_fell nto
depression. financially
ruined and addicted to
s,

For years he could be
seen walking and sleep-

on the streets of
Lahore, living on the

and ux?ubiushed. On 19
July 1974, the great
poet was found dead on
a roadside m Lahore.
He was just 46,

Despite his shattered
hife, some of his verses
Lﬂsh‘aﬂr} are among the

est in Urdu poetry. His
poetry earned immense
pularity even after

Born in Ambala in
1928, Siddiqui
belonged to a msdcﬁe—
class farmlg‘ and_was

the only child of s food given to him by his death

parents and spent early those who considered  Some of his famous
years of his life i him as a beggar Within  lyrical  verses are
Ambala and Saharanpur  a decade of coming to  "Zindagi r-g-

JP, India. ; Pakistan, he became
He was a prodigious disillusioned as he saw
lad who began writing corruption and nepo-

poctry as 3 child He tism beng rewarded
was [9 when he migrat-

it violating genuine tal-
ed to Pakistan in 1947  ent In despair, he tumed
and settled in Lahore

1 to drugs, ugmg_it from
Siddiqu  was home jamtors of hospitals m
tutored and received his

Lahore As friends and

Musalasal Kit Rah Kati
Hay-Janay Kis Jurm Ki
Payi Hay Saza Yaad
Nahi™
“Ao ek Sajda Karay
Ma_ma{ adhooshi
Mein--Log Kehtay hain
keh Shaghar Ko Khuda

Yaad Nahi

PSX-SZSE alliance a turning point in
stock trading: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The Trndlngh S\'P:(em _}KATS) tem, real-time alerts and
e New

year 2019 was a water- with the ! rading supervision to facilitate
shed in the history of the Sznem (NTS) on May investors' trading deci-
Pakistan Stock Exchange 15, 2023, after two suc-  sions.

P when it entered  ce: The PSX purchased

rials
Since its adoption, the
NTS has accelerated the

nto an agreement with

this new trading and sur-
he  Shenzhen  Stock

veillance system from the

Board and ChiNext
Board have 1,521 and
1,255 companies listed
on them, respectively. In
contrast, the PSX has a
single Main Board with
526 companies.

s a . As_mentioned ahove,
ChiNext hich is  the SZSE ma{urly deals
dedicated to innovation  with mid, small and ven-

ket transparency and
investor confidence.

There are 2,776 com-

early education from strangers continued 1o Shagar another
Habib Hassan, a family exf]owl him, Siddiqui famous ghazal: "Dil
friend fell further into despair mila aur gham shanaas

Siddiqui ¢ dto and was soon turned mila/phool ko aag ka
write poetry for the film  out of hotels and had to  libas mila’ Har
industry and moved on  live on the street as a shanaawar  bhanwar
to publish _a literary beggarHe continued to  main  dooba thalo
magazine. The maga- write poems, though sitara  mila  udaas
zine was a critical suc- mila" INP

most of them are lost

Exchange (SZSE) — a trading Emcct.s and  SZSE to help uplift its

key player in the global enhanced the PSX capac-  regulatory domain
inancial market. ity, thus winning the con-  domestically and interna-
The agreement ensured  fidence of both local and  tionally.

regulatory transparency, foreign investors. . The' PSX lacked finan-

which helped the PS) The PSX stakeholders cial resources to cope

win international recog-
nition. Investor confi-
dence was another mile-
stone that this alliance
brought to the Pakistani

equity market
. Under this collabora-
tion, the PSX replaced

the Karachi Automated

now  enjoy
rupted ordering speed of
4 ‘million per day and
order processing latenc

speed ‘of 2 milliseconds
in active-active DR con-
ﬁ%muou A

. The NTS has an inbuilt
intelligent analysis sys-

the uninter-

with the regulatory and
governance issues, due (o
which it failed to get into
the  world’s charts,
However, afler collabora-
tion with the SZSE, it has
gained global recognition
and strength in terms of
rrading mechanism, mar-

and research, in addition
to the Main Board, which
deals with the mid- and
small-size firms, The
ChiNext Board has been
engaged in listing and
promoting the entrepre-
neurial ventures adding
to the research and inno-
vation domain of the
Chinese economy .
Currently, the Main

ture firms whereas the
PSX is concentrated by
mid- and small-cap firms
Thus the PSX can adopt
the SZSE structure of

operations  with  ease
without "‘F"WHIRA much
about the size of the firms
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Pakistan lauds UN chief’s new agenda aimed to
boost multilateral efforts for peace

UNITED NATIONS, Pakistan has welcomed as “bold and perhaps imely” UN Secretary-General’s new poli-
?Tv brief outlining his vision of a more robust multilateral framework to boost peace and security, for a world in
ux

ical divisions, priori cy, and ents in regional security architectures. .

Second, he highlighted a paradigm for prevention that addresses all forms of violence”, focusing on media-
tion and social cohesion; ensuring respect for human rights and meaningful participation of wemen in decision-
making, and prioritizing links between sustainable development, climate action, and peace )

‘The third area calls for updating peacekeeping operations to adapt to today’s conflicts, many of which remain
unresolved for decades, driven by complex domestic, geopolitical and transnational factors, L

Preventing weaponization of emerging domains and tech and T ble innovation, is
Highliahted us the Fourh key area, notig lhe need for wlabal governance o addess thicats posed by few -
nologies such as artificial intelligence (Al) and autonomous weapons systems The fifth priority area calls for
urgent reforms to the Security Council, General Assembly, the UN’s disarmament machinery. and the
Peacebuilding Commission, to enhance collective security The Secretary-General also infroduced other policy
briefs on Transforming Education and UN 2.0, aimed at improving education systems and modernizing the UN
10 support the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development In conclusion, all the Policy Briefs in the series aim to
support Member Statés’ deliberations in preparation for the Summit of the Future, in' 2024 INP

Monsoon rains likely to
continue till July 26: PMD

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) Friday indicated chances of mon-
500N rains o continue in the coming days.
_ The monsoon currents were confinuously penetrat-
ing in the country from Bay of Bengal and'a westerly
trough was also affecting its u;ﬂ:c‘r{gun;lhai might per-
sist during next few days, the PMD said.
“Rain/wind-thundershower with Few heavy to very
heavy falls are expected in Kashmir, (Neelum valley,
Muzaffarabad. _Poonch, Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber, Mirpur), Gilgit Baltistan
Diamir, Astore, Ghizer, Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
ihanche, Shigar), Murree, Galliyal Isfumahud,
Rawalpindi, Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum,  Mandi
Bahauddin. Sialkot, Narowal, Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Hafizabad, Gujranwala, Guirat, Kasur, Mianwali,

Commenting on UN chief Antonio Guterres’ New Agenda for Peace, Ambassador Munir Akram said that his
initiative comes at a time “when we may be at the dawn of a darker era of history”

_“The world faces complex and interlocking threats to peace arising from: the use and threat of use of force in
wviolation of the UN Charter; the vertical and horizontal proliferation of weapons — conventional and non-conven-
tional in new domains such as cyber and out space, festening conflicts and unresolved disputes, prolonged for-
eign occupation and interventions; ;gru;udupg terrorism and extremi sing intolerance and hate; environmental
impacts, anddpo»cny. inequality an 1rgusucc.“ the Pakistani envoy said.

“In these direct circumstances, the Secretary-General’s attempt to outline a new peace agenda as a bold and
perhaps timely initiative,” Ambassador Akram added

The New Agenda for Peace presents twelve concrete sets of proposals for action, in five priority areas.

The Secretary-General called for strong measures to prevent conflicts at the global level and address seopalit-

heavy rains might cause urban flooding in law lying
areas of Islamabad/ Rawalgindi, Peshawar, Gujranwala
aad Lahore from July 2226, and tigger landslides in
the vulnerable areas of Murree, Galliyat, Kashmir,
Gilgit Baltistan and hilly areas " of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa during the period 7 7
“Heavy rain may generate Hash flooding in Kashmir,
Dir, Swat, Kohistan, Shangla, Buner, Manshera,
Abbomabad, Rawalpindi/lslamabad during Jua.‘ 2221
and cause hill torrents in Dera han and adjoin”
ing areas of northeast Balochistan on July 22 and 23."
Heavy rains might also ]n,ger water logging in low
lzym%_‘aleas of Karachi and Hyderabad during July 22-
4, the PMD said

It advised the farmers to manage their activities
keeping in view the weather forecast, and asked

argodha, Khushab, Faisalabad, Toba Tek Sin; tourists and travelers to remain extra cautious to avoid
hang, iwal, Bahawalnagar, Okara, Chitral, any untoward situation during the wet spell.

wat,  Shangla,  BunerMansehra,  Kohistan, urged the public to stay at safe places dur-
Abbottabad, Haripur, Peshawar, Mardan, Swabi. ing wind-stormiheavy mins as loose structures like

Nowshera, Kurram, Lakki Marwat, Kohat, Dera Ismail

rw electric poles, solar panels etc might be damaged
Khan, Bannu, Karak and Waziristan from July 22- 26

| It also advised all the authorities concerned to

PPDA defers
strike for two
days after
negotiations with

state minister

KARACHI; The Pakistan
Petroleum  Dealers  Association
(PPDA) on Friday deferred fuel strike
across country for twa days after State
Minister foi Petroleum Musadik
Malik visited Karachi to convince the
PPDA to call off the strike.

According to the PPDA, the associ-
ation would hold another round of
negotiations with the government after

two days

1t should be mentioned that that the
fuel pump operators across the coun-
try had earlier announced a nation-
wide sirike on July 32 (Saturday) in a
bid to secure larger margins amid an
inflation crisis.

The PPDA said on Thursday, “We

will shut down all Emml UMpS 4CHOss
Pakistan on July 22 at 6pm said the
association. It says it has more than
10,000 members, "
. The association further stated that
interest rates and inflation had hit
operators’ businesses and called for
the dealership margin to be increased.
It said sales had slumped hP' 30% due
to Iranian fuel being smuggled into the
country . .

However, it deferred the strike call
after negotiation with state minister
and formation of committee to look
into their demands IN!

SSP reviews
security
Muharram-ul-
Harram
mourning
processions

PESHAWAR: SSP_ Operations
Haroon-ul-Rashid Khan Friday visited
the city 10 review the routes of the two
Muharram-ul-Harram mourning pro-
cessions :

SSP  Operations conducted a
detailed review of all the security
arrangements of the city besides him
SP Security Atig Shah, SP City Abdul
Salam Khalid, 05 were also pres-
ent with him. SSP Ope; ms stretly
instructed the police officers and per-
sonnel to strictly implement the secu-
rity plan and 0 use jackets and hel-
mets.

Expert snipers have been deployed
at plug-in points, rooftops and high-
rise buildings on all routes and three-
layer security arrangements have been
made for all mouming processions,
SSP Operations Haroon ul Rashid
Khan told media men during his visits

Addressing the dpolice personnel,
SSP_Operations directed them to
remain vigilant and alert during their
duty to keep a close watch on suspi-
cipus activities. He along with other
officials reviewed the routes of the
mourming procession through the
CCTY cameras in the control room as
well INP

SECP takes Actuarial
Advisor on board for
Insurance Division

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), in line with its focus on
strengthening its insurance sector reg-
ulatory responsibilities, is pleased fo
announce appointment of Mr. Falak
Sher Soomro as Advisor to the
Commission on  Insurance. Mr
Soomro is an Associate of Institute of
Actuaries, UK. He is & risk and insur-
ance professional with over 15 years
of experience in General & Medical
insurance across KSA, the UAE,
l(:ll::aw\. Lebanon, Pakistan, and Malta

The newly appointed advisor will
be based in Karachi and will assist the
Commission on its key reforms agen-
da related 1o the insurance sector

Mr. Soomro will bnr{ﬁ his valuable
expertise in Reserving, Motor Medical

c Group Life  Pricing_ an
Underwriting, Solvency  Capital
Modelling and Financial’ Reporting,
Reinsurance Optimization,
Investments  Strategies and Risk
Management, ;

His expenence includes advising
insurance/takaful and reinsurers on
regu!awﬁ and non-regulatory assign-
ments. INP

IE‘Il\'DAERi\BAD: Rangers i:ersnml stand alert ult Mharram-nl—llarnm. at Qadam Gha Mola

FM inspects houses
being built for
flood/rain victims
in Larkana

LARKANA: Foreign Minister
and Chairman PPP Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Friday
inspected the houses being built
for the flood victims in village
Vakiya Sangi of Larkana.

built for flood victims in the vil-
Tage
CEQ SRSO also briefed the
Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari about the construction of
147 houses out of 266 flood-
Sindh Chief Minister Syed damaged houses in village
Murad Ali Shah was also accom-  Vakiya Sangi has been started
panied the foreign minister dur- He also  briefe Foreign
mg the visit. Minister Bilawal that the first
On  the oceasion, Chief e i

with occasional ga

L

ain/wind-thundershower with isolated heavy falls,
the PMD further said, “are also expected in” Zhob,
Sherani, Barkhan, Musakhel, Kohlu, Naseerabad, Jhal
Magsi, Loralai. Ziarat, Mastung, Kalat, Khuzdar,
Lasbela, Awaran. Kech, Panjgur, Dera Ghazi khan,
Rajanpur, Mulian, Khanewal, Bhakkar, Layyah, Koi
A:‘du, Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan, T aaarkm’.
Umerkot, Mirpurkhas, Sukkur, Larkana, Jacobabad,
Dadu, Shaheed bad, Hyderab ghar,

rentain alert and take necessary precautionary meas-
ures during the forecast peri
“Rain/wind-thundershower with few heavy to very
heavy falls are expected in Kashmir, (Neelum valley,
Muzaffarabad, Poonch, Hattian, ;IF}VL aveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli, Bhimber, Mirpur), Gilgit Baltistan

Diamir, Astore, Ghizer, Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
Ghanche, Shigar), Murree, Galfij}at‘ Isiamabad
Rawalpindi, Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum, Mandi

. Sanghar,
Badin, Thatta and Karachi from July 22- 24 with occa-
sional gaps” About the impacts, the PMD wamed that

Sialkot, Narowal, Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Hafizabad, Gujranwala, Gujrat, Kasur, Mianwali,
Sargodha, Khushab, Faisalabad. INP

JUI-S chief
advocates for
peaceful
observance of
Muharram
across country
AKORA, KHATTAK
Chairman  of  Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam )
Maulana Hamidul Hag
Haggani, on Friday urge
the scholars and leaders

or th
of houses for 138 village Vakiya
Sangi flood victims, the second
instalment for 102 and the third

Operating  Officer of Sindh
People’s Housing for flood vie-
tims Malik Najaf Khan briefed

the Chairman PPP Bilawal instalment for 60 have been
Bhutro Zardari released

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari was The foreign minister appresi-
also briefed by Chief Executive ated the efforts of Sindh

Officer Sindh Rural Support
Organization (SRSO)  Dital
Kalhoro about the houses to be

Korea to establish IT
Centre in Karachi: CG
Yi Sungho

KARACHI: Consul General of
the Republic of
on Frid;
Karean ernment was_setting
up an IT Centre in Karachi to pro-
vide young [T startups an opportu-
mt{ fo start working with Korea
_The Korean em;n{‘ during a
visit to the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI),
said that the Korean government
was keen to sufupun akistan in
developing its IT sector and an IT
center has already been completed
in Islamabad_

He urged Pakistan to come up
with strong policies to train and
educate young people in the IT
sector and must also invest more  the Korean Government encour-
money in education and training  ages Pakistani workers to work in
to_find some geniuses who coull Korea, ce, we extended the

ring revolution not only in IT but  maximum quota for Pakistani
alsain other sectors of the econo-  Workers to 4,000 workers, of
m)i< which 3.000 workers have already
orean Envoy pinpointing the  been called to Korea "INP

Over Rs 72b disbursed
among eight million
beneficiaries under

Benazir Kafaalat

ISLAMABAD Benazir
Income Support  Programme
(BISP) has so far dishursed
more than Rs. 72 billion among
over 8 million beneficiary

People’s Housing for flood vie-
tims and SRSO for flood wie-
tims INP

low velume of bilateral trade
between Pakistan and Kord
observed “Trade between the two
countries kept growing until 2019,
but it suffered sethacks after the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic which was_followed by
some economic difficulties in
Pakistan” ;

Efforts were being made to
enhance existing trade volume, he
added while expressing aptimism
that trade between Korea and
Pakistan will rebound again in the

iture.

He said, “To support Pakistan's
economy 1n its quest for fetching
maximum workers' remittances,

g

Along with Benazir Kafaalat,
Benazir Taleemi Wazaif is also
being given out to the children
of registered families, however,
70% attendance in the school is
mandatory to receive Taleemi
Wazaif, said the spokesman of
the programme

In case of any complaint, ben-
eficiaries can approach the near-
est BISP Tehsil Offices or call
on_toll-free helpline number
080026477 of the Benazir
Income Su!;pon Programme.

The BISP spokesman reiterat-
ed that any messages from
Benazir Income Support
Programme are sent only from
8171, and messages from any
other number should not be
trusted INP

women

BISP is disbursing 4th quar-
terly tranche of Benazir Kafaalat
for the Financial Year-2022-23

Under Benazir Kafaalat, 90
lakh registered beneficiary fami-
lies are entitled to a quarterly
instalment of Rs 9,000 per fami-
Iy

BISP has already released
over rupees 81 hillion to its part-
ner banks, that is, Bank Alfalah
and Habib Bank Limited (HBL)
for disbursement among the
beneficiaries through their retail
distribution netwaork.

tion,
reverence INP
ae

lo maintain &
peaceful atmosphere
throughout Muharram-ul-

am
Addressing a gathering
at Jamia Dsaruf’auwom
Haqqania, he emphasized
the essence of Islam as a
religion of peace and har-
mony, advocating for
moderation and tolerance

He drew inspiration
from the historical mar-
tyrdom of Imam Hussain
[RA), highlighting its pro-
ound message of stand-
ing against injustice

¥l'he events of Karbala,
Maulana aqqant
stressed, offer invaluable
lessons of patience and
resilience,

‘With these principles in
mind, he passionately
appealed to all religious
scholars and leaders to
ensure that congreganons
and pracessions _during
Muharram remain free
from discussions on con-
troversial issues and dis-
respectiul dislogues about
Islamic sacred figures.

He firmly advised
engaging in any
ties that could dis-
rupt the peace and harmo-
ny of the holy month

“Let us, as Muslims,
come together and whole-
heartedly cooperate with
the  government —and
authorities to maintain
E‘eme and security during

uharra

] he urw
addressing the faithfu
iven Maulana
Hagqani's _ immense
respect and influence, his
heartfelt appeal is expect-
ed to resonate widely
across  the  country,
encouraging a_peaceful
and respectful observance
of Muharram as it rein-
forces the importance of
unity and mutual under-
standing  among  all
Muslims during this sig-
nificant period
Ag the faithful prepare
1o commemorate the mar-
t{rdnm of Tmam Hussain
(RA), Maulana Hagqani's

MESSAZE SETVES a8 & POw-
erful reminder of the
timeless principles of
Islam — love, peace, and
harmony that hold
immensé relevance in the
contemporary worl
Muharram-ul-Harram,
bein% the first month of
the Tslamic lunar calen-
dar, holds great signifi-
cance for Muslims world-
wide, and

Holy Quran desecration:
Fazl demands to recall
ambassador from Sweden

ISLAMABAD: Jamiat  Ulema-e-
Islam (Fazl) chairman Maulana Fazlur
Rehman on Fndag demanded Prime
Minister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif to recall
Pakistan ambassador to Sweden “in
rotest” against the desecration of Holy

uran. X

The Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) president made this demand dur-
ing a telephonic conversation with PM
Shehbaz Sharif

During the conversation, Maulana
Fazl noted that all Muslim nations,
including Pakistan, should recall their
ambassadors from Sweden

he prime mimster and JUI-F chair-
man agreed on ‘strict action’ from
Organisation of Islamic Countries

(OIC), saying that the body should take
heinous and impure act of

notice of the

RS W VE

QUETTA: A view of poor woman living in open space .

hurting Muslims’ b mnl.munuss’ilan-
ning.He demanded PM Shehbaz Shanf
to 1ssue directives to Ministry of Forei,
Affairs (MoFA) to recall its ambassador
to Sweden. It is pertinent to mention here
that Irag — a day earlier — expelled the
Swedish ambassador in protest at a
Ellmned desecration of Holy Quran in
Stockholm that had prompted hundreds
of protesters to storm and set alight the
Swedish embassy An Iragi government
statement added that Baghdad was also
recalling its charge d’affaires in Sweden,
and [raq’s state news agency reported
that Irag had suspended the working per-
mit of Sweden’s Encsson on Iragi soil.

Protesters in Sweden had ap%ied for
and received permission from Swedish
olice to desecrate the Quran outside the
raqi embassy on Thursday.INP

PTI chief accused of
creating ‘cypher drama’
for political gains

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime
Minister on Economy and Energy Bilal

May 9 incidents also indicate how the
constitution was trampled and violated.

Azhar Kayani on _F'rida# accused the “Imran Khan constantly damaged
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) chief dipl relations and pushed the
Imran Khan for creating the ‘cypher country to the verpe of default”, he

drama’ for political gains as was now
confirmed by his former principal secre-
tary, Azam Khan Addressing a news
conference_here, he smd Azam Khan
recorded his statement that proved the
reality of cypher in front of Pakistani
ﬁmp le. He’said, Imran Khan himself
ad asserted that “Cypher can now be
manipulated for creating a narrative
vainst the establishment and the oppo-
sition” Highlighting some instances,
Bilal said that it was a tradition of the
PTI chief and his fany to violate the
Constitution for political gains adding
tha this trend s been goin on for i
past 10 years.He referred to the 2013 sit-
in protests, led by the PTI chief, as an
example af how the party had violated
the constitution in the past adding, the

added Kayani explained that a_vote of
no confidence motion was filed on
March 08, and on April 10, the PTI chief
was legally removed from his position
following ‘the vote of no confidence
mation. The  Pakistan ~ Democratic
Movement (PDM) had chosen Shehbaz
Sharif as the Prime Minister of Pakistan,
he added He expressed firm resolve that
the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) would continue to take the
country’s journey towards economic sta-
bility " and growth.Highlighting the
accomplishments during the PML-N's
tenure, he mentioned the successful
launch of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) between 2013 and
2018, the addition of 12,000 mepawaits
of electricity to the national INP

Somalian students to be
supported in science &
technology, higher education

e bt | |SLAMABAD:  COMSTECH-the
i i and | OIC Standing Committee on Scientific
and Technol | C order

to support, Somalian students in their
endeavors in science and technology as
well as in the higher education séctor
has launched a specialized “Somalia
Science and Technology Cooperation
Program” during a ceremony held here
on Friday.

The initiative was outcome of the
efforts of the Embassy of the Republic
of Somalia and coordination of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Science and Technolo,

Addressing the ceremony, COM-
STECH Coordinator General Prof. Dr.
M Iqbal Choudhary emphasized the
need for joint collaborative country-spe-
cific programs to address the specific
needs of each OIC member state with
tailor-made solutions. i

He = appreciated the efforts of
Somalian Ambassador Shirwa Abdullahi
Tbrahim and the coordination of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry

of Science and Technology. Pakistan, for
Taunching this progmm

The (§1m=e de Affairs, Embassy of
the Republic of Somalia, Shirwa
Abdullahi Tbrahim appreciated the
wsml!ﬂy initiative taken by the COM-
STECH leadership to address the

needs of his
country He thanked Prof Choudhary for
starting country-specific ?m%rmls for
IC member states specifically in the
African continent, adding the program
will contribute to further mutual collab-
oration The High Commissioner of
Pakistan in Nairobi, Kenya, Saglain
Syedah addressed the launching cere-
miony online and appreciated the COM-
STECH initiative for Somalia, and other
African  OIC. member states.The
University of Lahore Rector Dr.
Muhammad Ashraf applauded the
efforts of COMSTECH for expanding
collaborative ‘proﬁ;qms with African
countries, stating being a member of
CCoE the University of Lahore is an
active partner in all its programs INP

Science and Techno]o%y




