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Met COAS US Centcom
Chief recognizes Pakistan’s
efforts against terrorism

News Desk
General Michael Erik Kurilla,

Commander United States (US)
CENTCC called on (JE\ al
Syed Munir, Chiel of

Army Stafl (COAS) on Mun(lm,
morning

During the meeting matters of
mutual interest, regional security
situation, and deiause cmpem-
tion were discussed Both reiter-
ated the deelre lo further enhance
bilateral relations in all fields

Both reiterated
the desire to
Surther
enhance
bilateral
relations
The iling dignitary
acknowledged and appreciated
Pakistan Army’s successes in the
fight against terrorism and

Pa istan’s continued efforts for
ace and stability to

bringing peace and

h
l"akmlan has been at the fore- the region.” the stat

front of the menace of terronsm
and extremism in the region. The.
country has faced the brunt of

ement said

Pakistan’s

stability in  ISPR added,

ated the desire to further
en?grlce bilateral relations in all

say we ha\ ennde very
clear that we believe the Taliban
has the respor

|[ stated that both sides reiter- “Twill se

The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) issued 4 non-bail-
able ‘arrest warrant for

rman  Imran
Khan on Monday, as!
the Islamabad’ police
chief to arrest and present
him before it tomorow
(Tuesday) in a contempt
ca 5e
four-member ECI
buuh headed by mcmhu
ar urrani had
ardered the release of a
warrant for Imran’s arrest
on July 11, following his

failure’ to_appear before
the commission.

The ECP had initiated
contempt  proceedings

against the PTI chief,
party leader Asad Umar

nd_ former information
mlmster Fawad Chaudhry
Las r for alleﬂadlw
intemperate’” lani-
guage against the chief
election ~ commissioner
?Ind the elestoral watch-

%I\e commission had
asked them to apﬂear in
person or througl

counsels before it 1o

against \l\e(unsluunou

he Election Act 2017, ‘.haru
Section 10 titled ]
to punish for wull.mpt
states that the
commission may exercise
the same power as the
high court to punish any
erson for contempt of
court and the Contempt
their  of Court Ordinance, 2003
(V of 2003), or any other
to prevent a\rlam their position. law pertaining 1o con-

Contempt case: ECP
instructs Islamabad 1G
to arrest Imran,
present him before
commission Today

ECP had decided lu Emme
inst Imran

wad and Umar in July

r\( the July 11 hearing,
‘election none of the three
appeared before the com-=
mission despite being
summoned,  following

which the ECP had issued
arrest warrants for Fawad
xm\li Tmran

ower

t . however,
accepted a  plea by

. from being i of ] v

ar on terror and thousands of 5 Towever, instead of  tempt of court shall have Umar’s lawyer to allow
soldiers laid down their lives continued e.ﬁb"s gwmhsda\sdnhcr aljwmeaung before the EC effect accordingly [. F him an exemption from
against terrorists, for peace and ¢s called on the : the three had challenged  The PTI leaders had  the hearing,

“According (o the Inter-Service b}?[ e Tesponse lo @ question. e || the ECP notices and con-  also sought from the high The ECP issued a war-
Public Relations (ISPR), Gen V. y tempt proceedings in var-  courts a declaratory relief  rant for Imran’s arrest
Korilla sailed o8 (Ee“ Munis in 3{“ ility in the . "’;r":i.g‘l‘_lj)ﬁ':‘a"fn };:I“I""[;\j'wk‘:g:" ious high courts on the from the charges today, stating that he was
Rawalpindi today. regwn,Gen Munir ing that “safe havens and libern grounds that Section 10 t in January, the “reguired in'the contempt

he  visiting  dignilary e —————— tate % with the latest oflhe Elections Act 2017,  Supreme  Court’ had  of the commission’s pm-
acknowledged and appreciated "DurmF the meeti spnmpe.mn Mati- weapons available to militants e }‘ﬂ'“‘ﬂl” allowed the ECE to cone ceedings  initiated
Pakistan Army’s successes in  of mutual imerest, [the] regional Tahban adm from Afgh-an-istan _enabled P”)"“' n regarding he  onue P"’CRd“‘ “m”‘“ ferms of Section 10.of the
the] fight against terrorism and ~ security situation and defence istration bore the nsibility  them to carry out attacks inside on's power 10 Imran. Chau and Ele»nonsAcl 2017" Web

akistan’s continued efforts for

cooperation were discussed,” the

95p iy
o ccmlml terror ‘|C||HI|E§ origi-

Pakistan

for contempt, was

Umar, and on June 21, the

6 killed in rams related 1nc1dents in Balochistan

Manan Mandokhail, Syed Ali Shah
Abdullah Lehri, Sardar Muhammad
Khondai:

QUETTA: At least six people were killed
in  rains-related :ncldtms ACTOSS
Balochistan on Mon, e Provincial
Disaster Management Aulhnrm (PDMA
declared an emergency in the rains an
floods that hit areas of the province.

The monsoon rains have Eeen ongoing in
Balochistan for the past week, in which
most of the rains were recorded in the dis-
tricts of Sahabpur, Lasbela, Bolan, Hamai,
Sorab, and Zhob district. Thz. Plrura bridge
in the Bolan mountains was again col-
S e
traffic between Sindh and Balochistan.

A man and woman were

At least 2 people were swept away.
in the floodwaters in the district of
Naseerabad. The rescue workers
retrieved the dead bodies in the Harnai
Lasbela and Sohbat Pur districts of
Balochistan. The PDMA has sl:rlla‘ped
up efforts to reach all the rains-affect-
edgeople across the province

rector PDMA, Faisal Panezai
informed that a letter was sent to the
authorities to impose Section 144 on
all pienie points in relation to the mon-
soon_rains, and along with this, 300
Reop]e s food and necessary suppllefi
ave been delivered to the Deputy
Commissioners of all districts.

Due to the rains and landslides in
them, the national highway con-
|1ec(mg Balochistan with I;unjah
Fort NManro, was also closed last
night due to landslides, while the
supply of vegetables and fruits
inside Queua as been closed for
two days due to the Bolan Panjara
Bridge road being washed away by
water. It should gc noted that dur-
ing the monsoon rains last year, a
large number of people especially
children lost thewr lives in
Balochistan,

Quetta and other parts of north-
ern and central Balochistan also
received rainfall on Monday

Rains affected

evening. Rainfall was also reported
from the green belt of Balochistan
bordering Sindh province. Rainfall
has however reduced the impact of
heatwaves n the green belt and
other parts of Balochistan.

2 levies men martyred
in Chaman attack

Sardar M

swept away by merciless
Sfloods in Naseerabad |

WHO to establlsh 26 labour rooms in
flood-stricken areas of Balochistan

Sheikh Razzaq

Balochistan

Fathér and son
killed in Kalat
firing

Abdullah Lehri

nmad Khondai

Quetta: World Health Organization has launched a
project to establish 26 labour rooms besides initiating
the repair work of 100 calamity-hit health faciliies in
the flood-affected region of Balochistan

Actotal of 26 new labor rooms will be established 1o
provide quality and better: matermity facilities to
women in the proy

Parliamentary
'\ﬂmn H

KALAT: A father|
and sin were killed
in a firing meident
in_the Kalat district
of Balochistan on
Manday Levies
sources  said

accused opened fire|
and martyred a levies
e attackers
sped away on their'
motorcycle after the attack
Levies and police personnel reached the spot and
shifted the dead body of the levies man to the dis-
trict headquarters hospital Chaman. The victim was
identified as kehmatu]l\ah a resident of Chaman.
nknown accused opened
levies constable in_the
f man. The

em'elary Law and Parliamentary
and IT Dr Rubaba }\Ilau Buled:
vh to the provincial
Isead ni \t] [E! Balm.]nsmn Dr.Asfand Yar Shirani here
on Mon
She sanl that with the support of the World Health
anization, a preject has been staned for the con-
tion and repair of one hundred food-affected and

been set up each a office Naseerabad and
Jaffarabad districts respecti e]\
Earlier, the Parliamenta etary appreciated the
1n Balochistan cooperation_of the World m\[h Orpanization in the
the services of the World Health g\onsloﬂ of medical services to the needy patients of
she said that WHO was stnving hard to alochistan
th units in the province that would yield The cooperation of the WHO will bring tangible
its in the overall health care of the changes in the provision of healthcare services mainly
to the people of the far-flung areas of the province.
The establishment of the labour rooms in remote
areas of Balochistan will also help reduce the high
mortality rate in the province, she ﬁmher added

in the Khad
area of Kalat
The

Levies personnel reached the spot as an investigation
into the incident went underway.

The motive behind the attack couldn’t be ascer-
tained. The dead bodies were shifted to the distniet
headquarters Iampual Kalat

ies man was identified as Samiullah

martyred levie:
Police and levies reached the spot and staned nn
investigation into the incident Levies sour

!he mudems seem 1o be acts of targeted I.IHIIIH m

province
\\H provincial chief wi riefing the parliamen-
stary saul that a (ILnl.l\ unit hﬂs also bu.n osrah—

h:,h:.-d at s

PM assures of no increase in power tariff for
63% domestic consumers

Masaod Nabi and Chief Executive Officer of SOCAR Trading Mariam
Almaszade.

Minister of State for Petroleum Musadik Malik, Govemnor Punjab
Baleegh Ur Rehiman, diplomats and government officials were also pres-
ent on the sion

Under this framework agreement SOCAR Trading has offered LNG
supply to Pakistan in the form of one cargo per month, on flexible terms
and with the credit lines for 30 days after delivery of the cargo in one year
contract which is extendable by another year

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said it ua« really a great day as “we are
standing here as brothers from two brotherly countries Pakistan and
Azerbaljan.

expressed wishes to the President of Azerbaijan liham Aliyev whom
he met in Baku few weeks ago and thanked him for finalizing this agree-

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
assured that no increase in power tariff for 60 percent domestic consumers,
consuming upto 200 units monthly.

The prime minister further said that those 31 percent consumers of
power tariff, consuming upto 300 units months would alse be given a par-
tial subsidy.

31 percent consumers of power tariff,
consuming upto 300 units months would
also be given a partial subsidyPM

Speaking after witnessing the signing of a framework asreement
between State Of com my of Azerbaljan Republic (SOCAR) and
Pakistan LNG Limited (PLL) here on Monday, he said: “Due to the tough-
est conditions from the International Monela-y Fund (IMF), the govern-
ment had to raise the elect: prices but 1 stressed that the burden should
not be passed on to the Druu.ucd segments of the society.”

e framework agreement was signed by Managing Director PLL

‘V\«e had extremely productive and very fruitful discussion over there as
to how to promote economic relations between the two friendly countries,”
he said adding that |mmed|alel¥ on his return to Pakistan, the Pakistan
%otemmem extended approval to the Azerbaijan airline to land in

lamabad, Lahore and Karachi Web Desk
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Al and Climate Change

completely missing in
Balochistan budget

The future is all about the Artificial Intelligence (Al). The Al has the poten-
tial to significantly impact education and transform the learning experience for

students across the globe

Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive support to
students. These systems can assess students’ knowledge, identify areas of weak-
ness, and offer targeted guidance and resources to help them improve.

Experts say the Al has so far taken mere baby steps, Still a lot needs to be

don
future.

No word of Al in the Balochistan Budget
Despite its need and importance, the Balochistan government has not allocat-

ed a single penny for the Al

e. The Al is going to dominate education, politics, economy efc. in the

its financial budget for the vear 2023-24. The

provingial government allocated more than Rs 100 billiens for primary, middle
and higher education sector. The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al

Besides Al the government has not focused on the looming threat of climate

change. Balochista

the country’s areawise largest province is prone to all nat-

ural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and climate

change

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Climate Change and more than Rs.73 billions

for C&W department

The government allocated Rs 71 crore rupees to tackle the climate change,
whereas. more than 73 billion rupees were allocated for the communication and

works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most of

the amount is likely to go into some narrow pockers.

Promotion of AT education pravides an opportunily 1o our students to com-
pete on national and international levels Its promotion can open new vistas of
opportunities for our students

However, investment in the

ate change department is extremely neces-

sary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastating
floods last year played havoc across Balochistan and life was completely para-

Iyzed for a month.

The provincial government needs to change its priorities when it comes to Al
and climate change since the former offers opportunities and the latter poses a

serious threat to

uman life.

EDITORIAL o

The amazing world of discovery

e live in
an amazing
world ntf
discover
where trutl

is often stranger than fic-

tion. Thanks to techno-

Iogical advancements, we

do not need seeds any

more to grow plants as
plant tissue culture has
transformed _the way
many types of plants may

be grown. B

Other inventions are
even more incredible: the
blind can have their eye-
sight partly restored
thiough a loflipop device
g on their tongue.
)bjects can be made to
disappear to the nal
eve when cloaked with a
special sheath of metama-
terials.

The ageing process can
be slowed dawn, even
reversed, using certain
anti-ageing  compounds
such — as_  resveratrol,
nicotinamide  adenine
dinucleotide (NAD), cur-
cumin_and metfermin
Mew amimal and plant
species can be “created”
in the lal y
gene editing téchnolo-
i

s,
The advent of nan-
otechnology has created
huge international waves
in " areas as new
materials, pharmaceuti-
cals and = electronics
Artificial intelligence
coupled with quantum
computing are on I

verge of transforming
civilization. Bio-saline
xﬁncg]lure_ is alread;
allowing edible plants to

grow on saline soils, and
cfore long we may be
able to develop varieties
of wheat, rice, fruit and
vegetables that can be
grown with seawater,
el _permanently
solving the issues of food
security on our planet.
The combustion engine
that we use i
and buses is tal
breath as it is being
replaced by electric vehi-
cles running on lithium or
sodium batteries, and
before long our present
vehicles  will ~simply
adorn museums and his-
l0r¥ books.

incredible
advances are no fairy

investing in research and
development are pro-
gressing rapidly, leaving
athers Tying in” the dusi
From precision farming
and genetic neering
to  nanomaterials  an
medical innovations, we
need (o understand and
appreciale the potential
benefits, challenges and
ethical  considerations
associated  with these
eroundbreaking discover-
ies.

wonder, driving progress
and shaping the future
Some of the most excit-
m% new developments
hold immense potential to
revolutionize  wvarious
aspects of our lives, from
enhancing food produc-

tion and sustainability to
enabling  breakthrotghs
in healthcare and creating

cutting-edge  technolo-
sies
A McKinsey report

forecasts_a $33 trillion
impact of these new and
emerging technologies,
with artificial intelligence
alone having a $ 156 tril-
lion dollar impact. If we
in Pakistan can capture
even 1.0 per cent of this
potential, it can result in
the enhancement of 5156
billion in our exports. It is
for this reason that I am
deeply involved in the
establishment of centres
of artificial intelligence
across the counts

Three such ~centres
have been  established
through our efforts in the
akastan ustrian
Fachhochschule in
Haripur, Hazara, the Pak
University of
Engineering and
Emerging Technologies
in Sambiial, Sialkot, and
the International Center
for  Chemical and
logical Sciences at the
miversity of Karachi,

centres  will
s on the myriad
applications of arificial
intelligence in  health,
agriculinre_and indusiry
The feasibility of another
mega project of Rs40 bil-
lion has been completed
by the Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunications
in Islamabad, and this
should give a huge
national boost to our

expertise in this fast-

emerging transformative
field” These projects
involve training  in

machine leamning algo-
rithms  that combined
with vast amounts of data
enable computers to rec-
ognize patterns, make
redictions, and learn
Tom experience

. Deep learning models,
inspired by the human
brain’s neural nerworks,
excel in image and
speech recognition, natu-
ral language processing
and autonomous systems.
Robotics and automation
technologies are indeed
revolutionizing industries
ranging from manufactur-
ing and healthcare to
transportation and agri-
cultare.  Collaborative
robots (cobots), exoskele-
tons and  autonomous
vehicles are transforming

the way tasks are per-
formed. increasing efli-
ciency and  reducing

human error. 2

Let us consider the
recent advances in the
field of agriculure, The
advent of precision farm-
ing techniques, such as
GFS-gmded equipment
and remote sensing tech-
nologies, enables farmers
to eptimize resource allo-
cation and enhance crop
yields. Sensor-based sys-
tems, real-ume data ana-
Iytics, and machine learn-
ing algorithms enable
farmers to make informed
decisions about irriga-
tion, use of fertilizers and
pest control

Genetic  engineering

ap_crops with enhanced
traits, such as increased

vield, disease resistance
and nutritional content
Biatechnolog: tools,
such as CHISPR-Caso,
offer precise gene editing
capabilities, thereby
accelerating Tap
mlc,:mvemem efforts and
reducing environmental
impacts.”

_Gene editing technolo-
Eles like CRISPR-Cas®
old immense promise in
agriculture and medicine
for developing new high
vielding crops as well as
treating genetic disorders
and diseases. Synthet
biology combings engi
neenng {)nnc]plcs with
biological systems to cre-
ate novel biological parts,
devices, and systems for

mentally friendly manu-
facturing processes.

Let us now tum to new
advances in material sci
ences.  Nanomaterials
pOssess unigue properties
at the nanoscale (a bil-
lionth of a millionth of a
. enabling
advancements in various
fields, including electron-
energy siorage,
medicine. J\[pp]:cannﬂs
range from hightweight
and flexible electronics to
targeted drug delivery
systems and efficient
solar cells. Graphene, a
single layer of carbon
atoms, is about 200 times
stronger than steel.

The fall of the pied piper?

Let us be clear about
one thing: Imran Khan as
a sportsperson and crick-
et captain for Pakistan
was a formidable figure
and quite naturally a hero
for millions, These fans
existed in Pakistan and
abroad, His leadership
style — a mix of agares-
n and clever strategies

some places —
inspired  others and
turned him into a major
hero in the country. Tt
was this identification as
a winner — and as a
leader — which helped
Imran begin his political
success course, there
were many other lactors
behind the events which
brought him to power in
2018, and he himself has
accepted his links with
state institutions this
time. Unfortunately for
Pakistan — indeed tragi
cally for the country
Tmran’s style of leader-
ship did not work in pol-
itics. His aggression
turned into something so
volatile that was rarely
seen before.

From politicians we
need diplomacy,
patience, and an abilify
to think beyond the sin-
gle idea of corruption in
a cormupt opposition. It
appears that Imran and
his team did not have
these skills. He was
essentially a cult leader.
We have historically
seen many a cult figures
in other parts of the
worl We had  the
Moonies cult in Korea,
Reverend Jim Jones —
who led his hundreds of
followers to Guyana and
ordered them to drink

‘Kool-Aid" laced with
poisonous substance
which killed 900 or so
including 300 children
— and other well-known
cult leaders like Charles
Manson and his *family”
which engaged in murder
and other heinous events
in the late 1960s,
Pakistan has over the
years had great politi-
cians — it would be a dis-
service to compare Imran
to any of them, They
include brave
such as Khan
Ghaffar Khan who spent
37 years of his life in jail
but remained firm on
ideology. His son Wali
Khan fellowed essential-
in the same tradition
spending a long period of
time in ail In
Balochistan, Abdul
Samad Khan spent the
entire period of the Ayub
Khan regime in jail
because he refused to
change his views or ide-
ology. There are other
figures such as GM Syed
from Sindh who also
spent over 30 years in
jail not becausé of any
political activity but
ecause authorities did
not like their stance and
found it best to incarcer-
ate them instead of
allowing a demaocracy
with true differences of
opinion within it to grow
and develop
There are a few ques-
tions mow: what will
become of the cult Imran
led? The fate of Imran
himself will be deter-
mined by the counts, and
by time. He could be dis-
qualified or jailed, or he
could be lefl to continue

whatever remains of his
career. But the way May
9 was orchestrated — pre-
sumably by the party

leading Emple to attack
slate ngs  and
installations on May 9
ut at risk the lives of
oth young and older

peoplé, from  lower-
income and = middle-
income  families

in
Lahore, Rawalpindi and
other places

Some of these people

in fact many of them
— remain behind bars
for stealing all Kinds of
abjects, including a pea-
cock. Their families
nowhere o go and noth-
ing to show for what they
engage in or what they
difﬂ Certainly, no idec-
logical belief or any kind
of  principle  was
involved. They simfpl
ol

thought they were

lowing a man who acted
as a cult leader, and
found themselves in an
extremely difficult posi-
tion: children and young
men who knew no better
and had never been
taught history or politics
or creative thinking at

schools.

In the future, these
nenile will most Iikele
think a little harder. We
already have some think-
ing taking place even
no

There are those who
ask whether the May 9
events can be justified
Even some who had a
role to play in them or
wha knew people who
participated, have con-
demned the assault on
gubl;c buildings, the
urning of an ambulance

and the other violent
events which took place.
They see the attack on
sensitive buildings as
dangerous. In Punjab. a
majority of peaple have
high respect for the
armed forces and recog-
nize it as a major defence
force. The men in uni-
form stand tall in their
eyes. We wonder how
Imran stands now that he
has been defeated and
left 1o pick up the pieces
of his shattered political

career.
The events of the com-
ing days will be interest-
ing. We will closely ana-
Iyze how the groups
already breaking away
from the PTI will take a
shape of their own, One
of them will, of course,
become the new “King's
Party’. We do not know
if [Ke Elahi family or
Tareen or someone else
will become the chosen
leader of this group. But
it is likely that the group
will do well and just as
Imran was pushed into
power, they will receive
the same boost and simi-
lar assistance in their
effort to acquire power.
For Pakistan, the real
question is what they
will do with it and how
they will handle things
There are other ques-
tions as well. It is quite
obvious that separation
of powers needs ta be
ractised in the countr
his is extremely diffi-
cult and has not hap-
Eened throughout
akistan’s history of aver
seven decades, with
hybrid regimes being the
order of the day — year

after year and_decade
after decade. There is
sl 100 much movement
of various players on the
chesshoard to determine
})recisﬂy what has 1o
happen next and how
Bur we know that Imran
is unlikely 10 play a
major role in Pabisaan’
politics again. Already,
Feuple are criticizing
how he put the lives of
other people at risk while
protecting himself.

How he asked his sup-

orters to protect him in
Zaman Park, allowing
them to face the police
while he remained within
his home protected by
his supporters who had
come out on May 9 in
hundreds These — “hun-
dreds of people” will not
be enough to bring Khan
to power. The fact that
more people did not
come out shows that peo-
ple know right from
wrong and know that
what happened on that
day is wrong and should
not have taken place
This is something from
which all political parties
can learn and gain wi
dom The wisdom per-
haps should match that
of men from outside
Punjab such as Baba Jan
from  Gilgit-Baltistan,
who has protested for the
rights of people in the
region desl:ne a long
term in jail. These are
real heroes. We need to
recognize them and put
them aside from mere
cult figures such as
Imran and others like
him who we have seen
throughout our political
istory

Pakistan’s skills
report card

he vast
maaomy of
240-0dd  uni-

versities in the

cnumrz are
failing both of their mis-
sions the idealistic goal
of leamning for learning’s
sake, broadening hori-
zons  and  personal
enlightenment, and also
the worldly objective of
producing ‘graduates that
are skilled, employable,
and productive cfizens
OF course, universities do
not carry all the blame —
they have to work with
the intake the school sys-
tem feeds them,

As | have written about
on prior_occasions, for
those with the requisite
language skills, internet
connectivity, and the abil-
ity to self-learn, Massive
Open_ Online Courses

(MOOCs) by several
providers help bridge the
skills gap to achieve
elra\lnlyablliw Major
MOOC providers are sit-
ting on a_ goldmine of
data lrﬁ-n learners spai-
" .

ning
last few years,
— the biggest MOOC
provider at 124 million
subscribers has been
Euh] chmgl an  annual
ilobal Skills Report. The
4,000 skills covered by its
library of MOOCs are

mized into a multi-
level taxonomy. Broadly,
however, thase skills
have been arouped inta
three hmadg categories,
business, technology, and
data science.

The report for 2023
was published a few days
ago and covers 100 coun-
tries, including Pakistan

In the science. technolo-
gy, engineering, and
athematics STEM)
skills_category, Pakistan
contribute 642,562
learners on Coursera, the
fourth  highest,  onl
behind India (around 6.
million), the United
States (around 4.6 mil-
lion and Nigeria
(675.371). Another glim-
f positive news in
data is that
year-over-year growih in
enrollment for STEM
skills stands at 79 per
cent, the second highest
globally, surpassed only
by Nigeria at 98 per cent.
ountries are  both
ranked and rated for the
skills proficiency of their
learners. In the ranking,
Pakistan stands 92 out of
100. The only countries
ranked  lovwer  than
Pakistan are Somalia,
Palestine, Iraq. Sudan,
Ghana,  Kenya,  the
Philippines, and Migeria
For perspective, countries
ranked above Pakistan
include  Uganda ﬂ')U{.

stan’s  business
s index stands at 22
er cent while the Asia-
Pacific region’s average

T cent, In technol-
0] . Pakistan
scored only 10 per cent
versus a regional average
of 49 per cent In data sci-
ence skills, Pakistan
scored an abysmal 8 0 per
cent against a regional
average of 52 per cent,
Not surprisingly, Pakistan
is not featur oun-
try with strengths and

opportunities, neither in
the business nor technol-
ogy nor data science
skills categories in the

region
For its global analysis,
the report rated skill lev
els of learners from coun-
tries into one of four cate-

ories (quartiles): From
gae top down, tLe\. are
labele ‘cutting-edge’
{100-75 per cent), ‘com-
p itive' (73-30 per cent),

etitive

limited (5025 per cent),
and ‘lagging’ (25-0 perc
ent). Pakistan plac
the last quartile — that is:
lagging Countries in the
lagging skills category
are characterized by an
average human capital
index score of 52 per cen
(against an average of 73
per cent in the Cutting-
edge category). average
Internet access of 56 per
cent (against 87 per cent
in the cutting-edge cate-
gory), and an average
percema§e of workin;
age population register
on Coursera of 268 per
cent fagainst 467 per
cent in the cutting-edge
cmc:go;yj_ X
In addition to reporting
data, the report offers
seven key findings.

First, économic growth
is tied 1o skill proticien-
¢y: Higher skill proficien-
¢y 1s correlated with eco-
nomic advances and aver-
aigc GDP per capita (to be
clear, correlation does not
imply causation). That is
what is \ar{r‘fv driving the

ent global conversa-
n about education that
is inclusive of skills

Second, intermet access
is tied to  economic
opportunity:

4

Financial inequality breeds contempt

Our society essentially
stands divided into three
classes. The elite class
comprises the 1op bureau-
crats both civil and mihi-
tary, business _tycoons
and politicians Then fal-
low two classes — the
thinning middle class and
the multiplying poor
class, whjcﬁ Y\\-‘es below
the paverty line. Instead
of receding, the poverty
graph is rapidly escalai-

¢ politicians — in
ery government tha
comes to power by win-
ning the election - prom-
i8¢ to uplift the condition
of the poor. Ther cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand o mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
will improve, and they
will get health and educa-
tion ,

The severe dispanty
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed, It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and

against the system

a
but also creates hastility
among them

As & nation, however,

ing state of poverty and
illiteracy we single-
mindedly follow the
nations “that have pro-
gressed within a few
years from being poor
third-world countries to
some of the leading ones
Let's consider Singapore
as a glaning example
Singapore was typical-
i 5 Sindoworliy, oty
Iike ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have The
turnaround  came in
Swngapore when Chinese

leader Deng  Xiaopin;
devised a formula — MPI%

for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Mentocracy meant that
all government jobs were
to be allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for “who’s ' who' or who's
related to whom. Srudents
in Singapore are ad d
in colleges and universi-
ties purely on merit with-
out any  string-pulling
from behind the scene, As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled “workforce o
deliver to the nation, The

untry’'s  umiversities,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted amol
the best in the world.
companson, 1l is tragic
how merit in our country
is given such litde impor-
tance. Many in the top

osiions of the civi
ureaucracy and judiciary
are related o one another

" in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a
i}mcuml approach unlike
Pakistan where loss-mak-
Ing monsters, state-run
organizations like the

istan S Mills and
PIA, incur losses worth
billions_ every year but
successive governments
hesitate to prvatize them
because of polincal pres-
sures. Last vear, the PSM
accumulated a loss of
Rs67 billion in the first
six months,

Consequently,  every
taxpayer has 10 bear the
burden of the loss-mak-
ing behemoths Could

£

Singapore  allow  its
wvibrant economy to suffer
from such recurring loss-
es for years? Never. The
PSM Hhasn't produced a
nece af steel since 2015
ut its employees are paid
hundreds of” millions in
salaries each month
“H’, the most impartant
feature of the magic for-
mula for taking rapid
hikes from a poor third-
world country to a first-
world country, is honesty
It means zero tolerance
for corruption.
Singapore’s prime minis-
ter, under whose govern-
ment the country pro-
gressed,  carried out
accountability from top
downward. With an hon-
est burcaucracy and a
progressing economy, the
country tuned into a hub
of foreign investment. It
improved the living con-
ditions of the e and
raised their social status
among the comity of
nations. Too high “stan-
dards for us to meet,
aren’t they?
o organized is the
poréan government
that’ it decided 10 reduce
the population of domes-
tic cr:_ws that \Imq smmla(d
attacking people in parks
and on mgfl?'l he gpmup
dhrector of wildhife man-
agement at the National
Parks Board ordered that
crows’ nests be pulled
down, set up traps and
prune the trees in public
interest. We have a wild
growth of birds of prey to
cope with, Recently there
was an article in this
newspaper as to what
prompted the increase in
population of these birds.
that one witnesses
are kites hovering in the
sky and thousands of

crows making citizens’
lives mserable by ther
cawing round the clock
As painted out in the arti-
cle, the main reason for
the growth of these birds
is the “sadqa’” in the shape
of meat Ie&overs the peo-
ple throw on the roads
and outside their homes

The Lahore Canal
Bank road is notorious
for this activity where
kites are seen swooping
down to get their share of
meat that passers-by feed
them, Sometime back my
cousin Mansoor Khan
lost his car's windshield
when a kite struck against
it. Surprisingly, the wind-
shield broke in pieces but
the  kite  survived.
Whether Mansoor was a
‘meat thrower’ to the
kites, he didn’t admit.

The politicians in
every government that
comes to power by win-
ning the election — prom-
ise to uplift the condition
of the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
will ung.m and they
will get health and educa-
o

n

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed, It not only turns,
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the’ system
buf also creates h ty
among them

As a nation, however,
we can change our alarm-
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy if we single-
mindedly  follow the
nations “that have pro-
gressed within a few
vears from being poor

By Iftekhar A Khan

third-world countries to
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Singapore
as a glaring example.

Singapore was typical-
Iy a third-world count
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we ]uckllj.' have. The
turnaround came  in
Sm(%apme when Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping
devised a formula — MPH
— for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
1o follow to progress. M
stood for mernitocracy, P
far pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Mertoeracy meant that
all govemnment jobs were
to be alloth ased on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who's who' or who's
related to whom_ Students
in Singapore are admitted
in colleges and umversi-
ties p..réy on ment with-
out any  string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses @ highly educated
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation, The
country’s universities,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted among
the best in the world. In
comparison, it is tragic
how mesit in our country
15 given such little impor-
tance, Many in the top

ositions of the _civil

ureaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another.

“P” n the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a

ractical approach unlike

'akistan n?mre loss-mak-
ing MONSIErs, state-run

nizations like the
Pakastan Steel Mills and
PIA, incur losses worth
billions

The false narrative
around SOE

elling state

companies is a

bad idea. But

despite failing

repeatedly in practice this

idea has resurfaced in the

2023-24 budget propos-

als, which say that next
year the povernment

will raise Rs96 billion

by selling state compa-

nies )

So. what’s going on
here” Why do our eco-
nomic managers wish to
peddle state’ companies
when they should be
fighting our real prob-
lems, which are poverty,
illiteracy, child malnutri-
tion and_unemployment?
You might think it's
becau selling  ‘loss-
state cOmpanies
mak hem look like
tough-minded  people
earnestly fighting budget
deficits  That's surely part
of the answer But the
bigger picture, 1 would
argue, is ideclogical It's
their false belief that
‘business 1s not the busi-
ness of the state’. Why
false? Because we have
several decades worth of
world experience show-
ing otherwise.

ow then should we
push back against these
managers? It is tempting
10 show that they live in a
fantasy world, that lurk-
ing behind their idecloy
is a faulty premise, which
raises doubts about their
competence — and their
connection with reality.
But the bigger problem
with selling state compa-
nies is that it's all wrong
on the merits. So, for
now, let’s put aside ideol-
o%\ Let's ask instead
whether state_companies
are really a fiscal disas-

ter? And whether, as the

rivatization
Commission says on its
website, they burden the
national budget, burden

the p cople, so that
selling them ‘salvages the
overnment through

reducing state subsidies?
Now, the truth is that
this much-hyped story-
line that all state compa-
nies are a burden on the
budget 15 completely
false. But it has settled in
ople’s minds abet-
ted by a complicit media,
That 'may be the reason
why a loss-making state
company, PIA, makes up
the usual headfines, while
%mﬁtahle companies like
il and Gas Development
Corporation (OGH gund
Pak Petroleum (PP) are
sacrificed on the
Privatization
Commission’s altar with-
out anyone noticing the
difference
To illustrate this point,
that there is a huge gap
between what the people
think about the perform-
ance of state companies
that it is poor — and
the reality, I give you evi-
dence from the latest PP
and OGDC  annual
reports. The first thing
you see is that we, the
people of Pakistan, own
about two-thirds of both
companies. But the espe-
cially notable aspect is
the outstanding perform-
ance of these companies,
and their enormous prof-
its year after vear after
year, So, PP's after-tax
rofit last year was Rs54
Eullwn and it put Rs45
billion in the national
kitty i taxes alone. In the
past six years its cumula-
tive profit was Rs299 bil-

B:

lion. There's more, and it
further strengthens our
case: last year 0GDC
contributed Rs207 billion
1o the national kitty, and
Rs821 billion in the last
six years. These are colos-
sal amounts, To put them
in_perspective, consider
this: the Rs230 billion the
two companies gave fo
the government last year
is about 70 per cent of the
cost of servicing our
external debt; it exceeds
BISP’s expense by Rs79
billion. And it is” ample
ool that  the
Privatization
Commission used a false
mise to sell 644 million
shares of s a
result, just 67 per cent of
it 15 now left in our own-

armad Khawaja

ership,

You might expect that
in view of this the
Privatization
Commission will pause
and relent. But no. It
sticks to its guns insisting
that selling state compa-
nies would do great
things for our country.
But foolhardiness aside,
it's important to realize
that the case for selling
siate companies is clearly
wrong on the merits.

Likewise, the ideclogi-
cal premise of selling
state  companies s
fawed, which brings me
to the mantra that “busi-
ness is not the business of
the state,” aka free-market
capitalism. Now, eco-
nomic historians will tell
you that 1l s never
een the case. Not one of
today’s Western econom-
1c powers practised froe-
market capitalism_during
its development. Take for
example France. Iis state
created “national
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Nine die, 8 injured in
rain-related incidents
in KP: PDMA

PDMA, Rescue 1122,
Civil Defence, and relat-

Tuesday,July,25,2023 |

Iranian Envoy
calls on Finance
Minister

Islamabad: Ambassador of the
Islamic Republic of Iran 10
Pakistan Reza Amiri Moghaddam
called on Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar at Finance
Division, today.

PESHAWAR: At least

safer ])m-ev. with food
nine people were dead

uems dn ration) being

and eight cthers injured ed institutions are_ on to_the affect g

ﬂb heavy raing wrlllJnm.d alert, a spokesman of the ir Lower Finance \{‘:'"“” Senator Ishag
Khyber Relief Department said  road has been cleared for Iinrh wtymh i welcz\réefd] the

J’akhiunk]ma a report traffic by the district mbassador and extended felicita-

issued by Provincial ReheF materials_were admlmstmuon fons on assuming the charge of

Disaster * Management to_the affected The district administra- Ambassador in Pakistan

tion  mobilized heavy The Finance Minister extended

said on Mundav Farmlws of Chitral Upper

ports so  and a detailed assessment  machinery for the speedy = s - T . == blessings to the Iranian leadership
far. 39 hc:uses "_:'He ar. of tha da]mahe Wil be  restoraton of the roads | LAHORE:Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif unveiling the plaque of | and people on the start of new
tially damaged ﬂmf started as soon as the and the road has been | the groundbreaking of Ombre Special Economic Zone, in Provincial Capital. |:\am\L Vu\r The Finance Minister
houses were gomr;{mg;v flood waters n,u.d\, ln cleared h‘)r traffic  at bdu.p ruu[!tﬂ hlh[&)rluﬂ
damag oods r Kozhuzi, the spokesman re auons etween Pakistan an
and Tains across the spokesman of the kallef s:mfl one-way road has Jabbar Baloch conducted Inu based on age old commonali-

province
On_the instructi
the Relief Depa

epartment added
ensitive communities
in Chitral had

been opened by the dis-
trict administrafion of Dir
Upper.PDMA had issued

He

and support of the present gover

appreciated the cooperation

inspection to Maintaining
cleanliness in occasion of
Muharram-ul-Haram

QUETTA: Administrator

District Administration,  already been shifted 10 a leterINP

CPEC an opportunity
for Pakistan to

ment 10 enhancing the Dilater
relations in trade and economic
fields. The Finance Minister
extended blessings to the Iranian
leadership and people on the start
of new Islamic year. The Finance
Minister highlighted dequ rooted
historical ~ reflations  berween
Pakistan and Iran based on age old
o1

emphasized the importance of  crucial during the Muharram

. Quetta, Jabbar Baloch, con- maintaining cleanliness and processions, as many of the | coms a'l'h
u rade Outdated l‘ld ducted "a comprehensive Dygiene on all dhe major  activities ake place during the two sides discussed in
spection of various areas routes designated for the evemng and might dels varsous mds ot gl
within the city to assess the Muharram processions. He well-lif streets :nhamcs sal ‘”,‘,"”eps"‘(‘;‘e"r::"md‘";e“ur"'t“g be[“’:"ée““
issued clear directives to the ty and facilitates smooth T

the two countries. They discussed
enhancing trade relations by acti-

concerned officers to pay spe-

movement during the proces-
cial attention to these routes

sions. the

system: WealthPK |zl

1cant occasion of Muharram-

ISLAMABAD: Talking
to WealthPK, Mustala
Hyder Syed, Executive
Director ~ of  Pakistan-
China Institute,
“The prevailing financial
crisis in Pakistan does not
allow the govemnment to
invest a huge capital for
modernization,
?—{on«ever the approved
ector budget of
P C provides
‘with a golden
opportunity to opt for
grid modernization and
dissemination of renew-
able sources for pm\er
generation t
allocation of Sufhul.ﬂl
funds.”

In addition, he said, the
Chinese government has
decided t0 invest USD46
bllllen in the CPEC proj-
eclc\er(hene\c 15 years,

icates consis-
teat Engncial suppert in
the foreseeable future

Syed Mujahid Shah,
senior electrical engineer
at the National

Engineerin rvices

Pakistan ( ‘ESPAK told
ealthPK that Paht.tan s
ould:ued transmission

and distribution (T&D)

m&' efficient supply of
electricity

“The country’s weak
tran 1arid remains
a serious hurdle for the
renewable energy initia-
tives. Every year, hun-
dreds of renewable ener-
gy projects halt in the
advanced planning phns—
s due to the transmi
line upgrade delays and
associated costs.” As a
result, the gnd wF”"

tag

ences congestion, vol
instability. and reliab ty
issues due to the poor
technical condition of the

syste
ince the renewable
eneray projects are lvpl
cally” located far f
iss

lematic
fodernization of power
erid through realization
of smart grd technolo-

<l 'uh.d to

energy demand ha sald'
5 an energy-defi-
nt country, Pakistan
wcem\y introduced some
policies such as the
Enelja Whaehng Pohcy
Import

Constrvﬂ tion Act
EC F\g was also intro-
ducad ut there are many
chal\eu;zs which hinder
their implementation,” he

he challenges are
lack of initial cwnal to

install new able
distributed =1|e\a[mn
plants at the \emmen-
fal level, proper

mﬁaﬂrucluxe I‘m energy
wheeling ta long dis-
tances, and lack of aware-
ness among the public
about the importance of
these policies for their
economic
explained

alking to WealthPK
the

condition of

official of
, “Smart grid
lm lementation in
Pakistan 1s not a one-time
project but needs exten-
sive planning, An imple-
mentation plan for 2030 -
divided into two slﬂLeS of

on

development — has bees
proposed. \Mnk on this
technology  has _ been

going on since 2017 but it
is still in the early stages
ofde\elonn}\‘em

ast five

years, however, distribu-
tion losses have consis-
tently decreased because
of collaborative INP

R
PESHAWAR: Mourners beating themselves during procession at Imam

Bargah Dhakl

Pakistan to develop
green hydrogen in
collaboration
with China

Islamabad: There are
zood prospects for
akistan to develop green
¥ en in collaboration

with China

ght now, on the side
of Jambhir, the Sindh
govemment has set up a
project with China in
which they are producing
hydrogen, but it has not
vet reached a m.uun
level that we can use it i
the whole of Pakistan as a

Pakistan has taken the
initiative, this is a_good
thing alld in the future,
they” will be able 10 do

ood things in green
ﬁ\ dmgm technologie:

ma  Memo)

[‘mfessor at NCE in
Analytical ~ Chemistry,
University of Sindh,

Jamshero, according 1o a
report carried by Gwadar
Pro on Monday

"The concept of green
hydrogen is still new in
Pakistan. As we have
very good ties with
China, which is now the
world's top user and AH o
ducer of hydrogen, China
can be a good option for
Pakistan ta cooperate

with in green hydrog
said Najma Memon

ydrogen is a clean

fuel which doesn't emit
carbon and cause envi-
ronmental pollution. The
advantage  of  green
hydrogen is that the
sources of energy used to
produce  hydrogen are
also green, like solar and
win

The whole world is

moving towards green
energy A lot of |esea|ch
is b\.mﬁ done on this"
\laglma Aemon added
ointed out that
hydrogen is not fully uti-
lized due 10 ll\e muas of
conversion to energy and
its uampmutmn "For
hydrogen production, if
vou want to convert it
mm energy, you have ta
fuel  cell
i\cadamn can help a lot
in fuel cell technology
because materials have 10
be made and rested
A consortium can be
formed so that th
ﬂ-relahxl ».cnle
aterial-
rt.smrchus

work
together with academia,

wll

then a very

sood output
can come NP T

ul-Haram. Admimstration
Jabbar Baloch took proactive
measures to ensure that the

sions and gatherings with
utmost reverence and orderli-
ness,
During
Administrator Jabbar

the  inspection,

Baloch

and the Imambargahs to create
a conducive and tidy environ-
ment for the mourners and
participants of the proces-
sions Moreover, Jabhar
Baloch also personally over-
saw the maintenance and
installation of street lights
across the city. The proper
functioning of street lights is

mntubulm_; to

tion

events Accompanying Admini
strator Jabbar Baloch on this
important visit were key offi-
cials, including DC Quetta Sh
ahak Baloch, Chief Sanitation

Officer Anwar Lehri,

cutive Engineer Ashfaq Badi
ni, Engineer Sarwar Zehri PR

Senate body on power

refers matter of recovery of

US $32 million to FIA

Islamabad: Senate Power
Committee referred the matter
of recovery of amount of dam-
aged GT-I4 (T4TMW) 1o the
Federal Investigation Bureau.

neeting of the Senate
Standing Committee on Power
was convened on Monday
under the Chairmanship of
Senator Saifullah Abro here at
the P:u]mmenl House.
ommittee discussed at
\en;th the matter of the recov-
ery of amount of damaged GT-
14 (747 MW) from GE and
after being dissatisfied on the
briefing by the acting CEO

GHCL directed the Power
Division to refer the mulle\ to
the FIA as amount of US $32
million is in question

The Committee also directed
the Power Division to refer the
matter of the constitution of the
new Members of BoDs and
also recommended to appoint
fresh Members of BoDs as per
ualification and m, The
ommittee while discussing
the matter inquired on the
action taken regarding the three
letters  issues by Power
Division on 31-3-2022 on the
recovery amount to which the

Steel prices reach
unmatched

acting
the
issued by the

:nprme of
therein The

the rationale behind reje
the letter by the minist

4
acting CEQ, GHCL con |m’\ed
the fact that the entire manage-
was lacking
competency and persistence

ment of the GHCL

lethargy responsible INP

overall security and organiza-
of the

CEO, GHCL apprised
ommittee that the letter
ower Division
and the actions to be taken
therem were rejected by the

HCL as the BoD did not
the allegations
Commitiee
showed amazement on exercise
of such authority and inguired

vating the recently inaugurated
border markets and opening of
three more border markets
between the twa countries in order
o achieve the optimal trade vol
ume through the border tra
mecharise ard omoving fac
cal hurdles in enhancing trade rela-
tions ~ between  the  two
countries.INP

US dollar
declines slightly
against PKR
in currency
market

ISLAMABAD: The value of
the US dollar experienced a
slight dip against the Pakistani
rupee at the start of the business
week

Currency dealers reported a
depreciation of 26 paisas in the
\arue of the dollar in the inter-
bank
Rs286.55

Throughout the last week,
businesses and traders closely
monitored the fluctuations in the
currency market, and many were
concerned about the impact on
imports and the overall econo-
my. |

market. settling  at

all-time high

ISLAVMBAD The construction industry in
Pakistan is facing an uphill battle as the price of steel,
the primary raw material for construction, surges to an
all-time high level.

Leading steel rebars producers on_ Monday
announced an increase of Rs 5,000 per metric ton, cit-
ing a shortage of raw materials and a significant hike in
the basic ¢

The decision to increase steel prices was unveiled by
major steel rebars producers on Monday, sending rip-
ples of concern through the construction sector.

he rising cost of steel, which now stands at a stag-
gering Rs 260,000 per metric ton, has raised eyebrows
:md Iéft industry players grappling with mounting chal-
lenges.

Additionally, the recent increase in electricity tariffs
has further exacerbated the situation. putting immense
pressure on steel manufacturers to cope with rising pro-
duction costs.

As steel prices soar to unprecedented levels, the con-
struction industry is feeling the strain on multiple
fronts INP

Four carriages of
freight train derail
in Bahawalpur

BAHAWALPUR. A freight train coming from
karaclu derailed due to h:;,ll speed near Kalanchwala

n Bahawalpur on Mon,

Four of IFE camabes ol‘ll|e tremhl train which was
loaded with fertilizers wers in the incident,

According to railway of ls. lhenmdmn oceurred
when the driver applied brakes while the freight car
was chugging at high speed

Due to sudden brakes, the high-speed freight train
went on the sand loop line. Four carriages of the train
were derailed and its engine was damaged partially.

Oﬁ'uals said that they were trying to clear the rail
track. A it train coming from Karachi derailed due
o r..vr. wu;l near Kalanchwala in Bahawalpur on
Monday

our of the carriages of the freight train which was

loaded with fertlizers were derailed in the incident.

According to railway officials, the accident occurred
when the driver apphcd brakes while the freight car
was chugging at high speed.Due to sudden brakes, the
high-speed freight train went on the sand loop line
Four carriages of the train were derailed and its engine
was damaged partially INP

Citi Pharma’s income,
in 3QFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Citi
Pharma Limited show-
cased ‘impres
formance
wo
.m

amcome) :md pmﬁ:\b:ll(\,
vindled during the thard
quarter
In the first quarter
i’lulg, -Sept) of FY23, Citi,
I ; ma posted income of

537!
pmf'[ of Rs145 million.
The company poster
income of Rs3 05 h\”IG[I
Fross profit of Rs345 mil-
ion and net profit of
Rs294 million in the sec-
ond quarter {Oct-Dec).

In the third quarter
(Jan-March), the compa-
ny :;ste(l income o
Rs2 billion,  gross
pmm nt Rs350° million
and net profit of Rs92
million

Peﬂmm:mce inFy22

In the fiscal year 2021-

the cmucam ‘s sales
increased 69% 1o Rs9.7
billion from Rs3.7 billion
the previous year.

The gross' profit also
experienced | increase,
standing at Rsl.35 bil-
lion, up 73% from the
previous years Rs780
million.

The DpEmlmL
also_increased
million, up 7'?% irom the

'}()mf it

previous year's Rs570
million

The company’s prof
befare-tax_jumped 107%
0 Rs1.03 billion in FY22
from the previous year's
Rs499 million

The company’s profit-
after-tax also jumped m
Rs635 \mlllm\ in FY2
from the rleunu\ _\.eaft
Rs351 million

Earnings

per share
In 2019, the company
recorded an J"pr f
Rs6.18, which leapt to
Rs31.87 in 2020, demon-
strating an ouls[andmg
arowth of 415%, but the
EPS plunged to Rs3 64 1n
021 with the EPS

profit dwindle

u‘uwlh luming negative aml navigate through
ﬁ‘ cl\ llenges in the

FPS ﬁu'mer cm 3 5. The com-
dm ]»e 0 Rs2.80 pany's ability 1o ada t

2022, again demnmualr
ing a negative growth of
‘a compared 10 the pre-
vious vear,

These fluctuations in
its EPS demonstrate the
challenges and uncertain-

innovate and capitalise
On emerging Opportuni-
ties ml\ bé crucial in
wih  and

profitabilit
In 2015, the company’s
gross profit margin was

ties faced hP Citi Pharma ~ T2.69%,  but _slightly

during  this period. declined in 2020 to
Factors such as market 12.39%. However, the
dynamics, rE ulatory  gross profit margin con-
changes, al eco-  finued to improve to
ngmic col ons cansig-  13.47% in 2021 and
nificantly impact a com-  13.83% in 2022,

pany's financial perform- The net profit margin
ance It [emamstu beseen stood at 107% |n 20 )
as to how i Pharma  and increas:

ed to
Limited wlII stratcg\sc 2020, 007%\1\ 20”I INF

ISLAMABAD: Azam Nazeer Tarar Federal M
Justice called on Speaker National Assembly

ister for Law and
ja Pervaiz Ashraf,

Billions of rupees new
cars to Punjab officials
challenged in LHC

LAHORE: Punjab gov-
ernment’s order to pro-
vide new vehicles to
additional commissioners
and other revenue ofli
cials, has been challem.ed
in Lahore High Court on

donday.

Mudassir  Chaudhry
Advocate has filed peti-
tion challenging
ernment’s _decis
behalf  of  petitioner
Sheeraz Altaf_

Caretaker l"ung‘aln aov-
emment and other con-
cemed have been made
party in the petition

Petitioner pleaded that
the public money should
be used for public welfare
as the country is passi
through a critical _eco-
nomic situation. “These
es should be
after stability m
my
peuncner

the econ
achle\ed

“ The caretaker govern-
ment could only run daily
routine affairs and have
no public
lize public fu
auurdmg o Dctltmn

urt is being
requested to declare the
notification for procure-
ment of new vehicles for
officers as void”
government letter,
Dated July 20, 2023, to
|h[. LleUI\I E had
7pp al of Rs

"H 74 million for pur-
chase of vehicles 'for
A d itienal
Commissioners,
Additional Deputy
Lommmmnem d

s 50 s tant
fommlmun\.rs

The Board of Revenue,
Punjab, has earmarked
more than Rs. 23 billion
for the pun.tnse of new
cars for officials across
the province

According 1o an ofli-

W
B

=

cial notification, the
board demanded new cars
for additional commis-
sioners of each division,
onal deputy com-
ners in each dis-
trict, and assistant_com-
missioners in each Tehsil
of Punjab

The new cars that are
to be given to the officers
are as follows

4 itional
Commissioners of each
division will be provided
Tu\-ula Corolla Altis 1
T‘ additional deputy
of eacl
dnlslon will be g,nen
Toyota Yaris ATIV
and assistant cnmmw
sioner in each Tehsil of
Punjab will be provided
Hilux Double Cabin
Revo G 2.8 TD Manual,
according to a letter.
Mudassir Chaudhry
Advocate has filed peti-
tion challenging he gov-

“of
Sheeraz Altal’

Caretaker Punjab gov-
ernment and other con-

peun oner

el a2ns fune X,
Bfes ded LAy i
Suzuki Porohar /ZQAE-35

EIN A TR P T N g ()
SIEIR I JEe T ar S

cemed have been made
party in the petition.
Petitioner pleaded that
the public money should
be used for public wellz
as the country is passing
through a ¢ tlcﬂ\_
namic situal “The:
privileges shnu]d be
offered after stability in
the economy is
ieved,” petitioner

The caretaker gov
ment could only run dai
routine affairs and have
no public mandate to w
lize ublic  funds,”
according to petition
“The court is being
requested to_declare the
notification for procure-
ment of new vehicles for
o Ler'an vaid”
‘guumnum letter,
Dated July 20, 2023, to
the deputy secretary had
asked ?proval of Rs
> illion for pur-
chace of wvehicles for
Additional
Commissioners,
Additional Deputy
ommissioners INP
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CM Nagqvi reviews security arrangements for
month of Muharram

LAHORE: Punjab caretaker Chief Minister Mohsin Nagvi on Monday arrived at Lahore’s Civil Secretariat
where he visited the central control room of the Home Department for monitoring security arrangements across
the province during the month of Muharram.

Mohsin Naqui reviewed the security arrangements for the processions and Majalis of Muharram across the
province from the central control room

He closely and in detail observed the monitoring arrangements in the central control room. “Geo-tagging of
Majll‘i and pruoeswns have been carried out across Punjal said

s many as 502 places in Punjab hﬁu. been d nsitive. A code of conduct has been issued, and legal
action will be taken on violation of the he a
“The assistance of the Pakistan Army has alsu bun sought in security arrangements. Majlis and processions
are being monitored through CCTV camerns,” he sta
“The Taw enfon,eman( agencies should be vlg\]am The security should be on high alert 4ll the end of
Muharram,” he added.
resources should be utilised to ensure peace in the province The provincial ministers have also heen

LAHORE: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif addressing the signing ceremony of the agreement
between Pakistan LNG Ltd and SOCAR of Azerbaijan .

tl\/ll?tmllatllll KP transport minister
oAl steps down after ECP

s KP caretaker s =
minister seeks his dismissal

PESHAWAR: Advisor to Khyber | PESHAWAR: He said that he would con-
Palctunkie: . Careakee (::'51 Pakhtunkhwa ~ caretaker test election against PTI
St jr'm m;gﬁy 0alh 85 | Transpart - Minister  Shahid  deserter Pervaiz Khattak. He

Khattak on Monday stepped
down from his position after
the Election Commission of
Pakistan sought his dismissal
Shahid Khattak sent his res-

was hopeful to defeat the for-
mer defence minister.

Shahid Khartak said that he
tendered his resignatian befare
his public meeting at his Hujra

caret i

The oath taking ceremony was held
at Governor House Peshawar and
attended by caretaker provincial min-
isters and “adminisiraive officials of
government departments

Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa | jonation to wterim KP Chief (guest room). He said that the
("l:“'a'“ Ali, ads ""\?"‘3‘ Lﬁ“}‘\ "’K‘ia“?' Minister Muhammad Azam people of Nowshera were with
N e e e b Taom | Khan. He also faxed his resig-  him and he resigned on therr

and he was nﬂ.ﬂa( ed by Awami | natien to the provineial chief  wish ;
M"‘,mﬂ Party (ANP).INP secretary. He cited personal A day ago. the Election

reasons behind his decision to Commission  of  Pakistan

step down
In his resignation note, he
wrote: "It 15 stated that T am

sought the removal of caretak-
er provincial minister Shahid
Khattak amid reports of his

Indian troops

assl ned the responsibility of monitoring the law and order situation,” he averred
very possible measure is being taken to promote hrotherhood and religious harmony amang the peaple dur-

ing Muharram.” he maintained

The chief minister was briefed by the additional chief secretary (home) about the security arrangements,

He was told that special arrangements had been made for CCTV coverage, dashboard and media monitoring in
the central contral room

He was also told that the central control room had been linked to the divisional and district control rooms
estrictions on |hu m(m.mml of persons |m.|ud © Fuu h Si.hoduh. and intelligence-based operations
are being conducted a ¢ province,” the ister was briefe

“More than 100, DUO pohumm have been deIUVcd fur the smunty of}? 000 con
during the first 10 days of Muharram_ 70,000 police volunteers have also been depl f)ed for security. The a dl-
tional police force has been deployed at mos ues Imambﬂr{ahs and other places of religious gatherings.” the
chief minister was briefed further, The Punjab chief secr etma ahore capital city police officer (CCPO) and other
police officers concerned were present on'the occasion IN

Pakistani pink salt
witnesses growing popularity
in Chinese market

grow, the Pakistam government, in collaboration with
industry stakeholders. is actively explonng ways to
expand production capacity and improve infrastruc-
ture These efforts are aimed at ensuring the sustai
ability of the salt industry and maximising its potenti
m meeting rising demand from China and other inter-
nal markets Wang Zihai. Honorable Pakistan
1 tment Counsellor in China, h\ghhgh(cd at (h;.
webinar that pink salt lamp, a major pi
Pakistan's export of pink salt to China, works like an
air purifier, killing bacteria and removing dust, aller-
gens. smoke, odors and mald spores. It can also be
used as decoration and a night I\git 1o create a tranguil
atmosphere, which is popular among Chinese con-
sumers.He added that besides lamps, BBOQ salt, bath
salt, and decorative salt are Pakistan's advantageous
products which have huge potential in the Chinese
market.In the first half of this year, Pakistani
Himalayan pink salt to China reached $2. 94-193 1
slight decrease of 5% compared with 32 L)

suations throughout Punjal

SHANGHALIn recent years, the popularity of
Pakistani Himalayan pink sﬂl products. including salt
lamps and bath salt, has been growing in China.

Pakistan can further expand its :‘|\0I‘l to China by
enhancing its marketing and packaging,” saidHussain
Haider, Consul General of Pakistan in Shanghai,
Gwadar Pro reported on Monday

According to General .-\dlmm;lm(lun of Customs of
China, Pakistani Hlmala\-an ink salt to China reached

$4.968.223 in 2021 and $5,747,492 1n 2022, an year-
on-year increase m‘uf»a"u which shows the gradual-
ly éxpanding market and promising prospects of pink
salt exports to China. The improvement can be attrib-
uted 1o a combination of factors, including increased
awareness among Chinese consumers about the health
benefits of pink salt, marketing campaigns, and the
establishment of strong trade partnerships between
Pakistani exporters and Chinese importers The rise in
gmk salt exports to China has not only boosted the

akistani salt industry but also provided a much-need-

ed econaniic hoost o the country. Increased demand  ing the same period of last vear. To make up for \he
has ¢ d_new jobs in the miming and processing sec-  decline, about 30 companies from China and Pakistan
tors, contributing to the overall %ru\hﬂ\ of the local  further shared their views at the webinar to promote
economy. Ismail gunm chairman of Salt Manufacturers  Pakistani pink salt export to China, They agreed that to

Association_of Pakistan_(SMAP) and president of
Employers Federation of Pakistan, pointed

webinar on the promotion of Pakistani pink
held by the Consulate General of Pakistan
and the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan last
week that as the popularity of pink salt continues 1o

FIA arrests Relocation of

cater to the Chinese market, Pakistani salt exporters
should take steps to ensure the quality and authenticity
of their products, extensive quality control measures.
need to be implemented to maintain the high standards
that Chinese consumers ex, m addibon, efforts
should be made to promote fm’

man for
* -
harassing | people from flood risk,
woman in .
Hyderabad | affected areas directed
HYDERABAD Th ISLAMABAD The National ~ Kashm
Fedenal,” Imesigation | BUsir  Mapsgomens, Suthorty ek i frente s spect

to make all districts of south Punjab and Makran

Bugti  hilly

concerned

necessary
arrangements to relocate the people  and

Crime Circle, Hyderabad

martyred 10
Kashmiris,
arrested over
hundred in two
weeks

SRINAGAR: Indian forces contin-
ued state terrorism and gross human
rights violations during the 50~ -called

cordon and search operations in Indian
occupied  Jammu  and

Kashmir.

A report released by Kashmir Media
Service maintained "that the Indian
troops, paramilitary and police person-
nel martyred 10 Kashmiris and arrest-
e over'a hundred people including
Hurriyat activists in last two weeks in
different districts of the termtory

“Gross and systematic human rlbhh
violations are b\,mf erpetrated
Indian troops on dai asls in lLOJK
Madi should know that no amount of
Indian brualization will be able to
subjugate the Kashmiris, World histo-
ry is Wwitness to the fact that freedom
movements can never be suppressed
through oppression,” it sai id

The report said the le of HOJK
have rejected Indian military and right
is might policy and they firmly stand
with the freedom struggle Dfn%jl to
self-determination. India can't break
the Kashmiris® will for their
demand of plebiscite by resorting
wanton killing and arresting in TIOTK,
it added

The report added that pcop\t \MH
never forget humiliation,
unconstitutional,
sion of 5th august 2019 by BIP gov-
ernment
e report said Narendra Modi and
his henchmen must be held responsi-
ble for their crimes against humanity
in MOJK. Indian defeat is writing on
the wall. Kashmiris are destin
win freedom, it further added INP

More rain
forecast, as
powerful
monsoon system
lashes country

KARACHL Sindh received maxi-
mum rainfall in last 24 hours as mon-
soon wet aﬂell cnmmuum in the coun-

try, Met O meon Monday.
Acw-clmb weather  report
Padidan rLcuu.d 120mm r.unfaH

adu 75mm, Mirpur Khas 72Zmm.
Sunam Town in Karachi 20mm rain-

Mnremer Murree received 45mm
rainfall, Khanpur 42mm, Katchehry in
Rawalpindi 26mm, Chaklala 22imm,
Bokea in Islamabad 24mm, Zero Point
2Tmm and Astore in (JHS\I-B”IHISI'IH
received 38mm rainfall during last 24

Monsoon  currents continuously
penetrating in Sindh and eastern parts
of the country

Dust-thunderstorm/rain with_few
heavy falls likely in Jamshoro, Dadu,
Qa; n{)m Shahdadkot, _\lpsrmhm
Feroze,  Jacobabad, Shikarpur,
Larkana Md Kashmore districts till
Julv 25 mdg

Isolated heavy falls likely in
Kmmhl division, Sukkur, TharParker,

Umerkot, Mirpur Khas, Badin, Thatta,
Sujawal,  Shaheed Benazirabad,
Matiani, Hyderabad, Tando -'\lla]? ar,
Tande Muhammad Khan, Sanghar,
Khairpur and Ghotki districts till eally
moming 26 July with occasional gaps,
the Pakistan méteorological T

unable to continue as caretaker
provincial mimster due to
some personal commitments
Therefore, 1 would like to ten-
der resignation from my port-
folio with immediate effect
henceforth.”

SC bars authorities from
arresting PTI chairman in
lawyer murder case till Aug 9

The Supreme Court (SC} on
Monday = barred authorities
from arresting PTI Chairman
Imran Khan till August 9 in a
case pertaining to the murder
of lawyer Abdul Razzaq Shar
in Queita

A three- memlm bench led by
Justice Yahya Afridi and com-

addressing a public meeting of
the Awami Nutional Party.

The ECP demanded his res-
ignation  after receiving a
report from the provincial
election  commissioner  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa INP

|}|L other of having a role in the
kil mi; Prime minister’s aide
Attaullah Tarar had alleged that
the lawyer was killed at the
behest of Imran to allegedly
evade accountability in a trea-
son case while PTI s.gukespeu
son Raool Hassan had accused
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf

pmsm{h»suw Sayyed Mazahar  and Interior Minister Rana
bar Nagvi ‘and Justice Sanaullah of being behind the
Mussarat Hilali issued the murder

directives  while  hearin It may be recalled that Shar
Imran’s plea seeking to quash had filed a constitutional peti-
the case. tion against the PTI chief in the

Balochistan High Court, seek-
ing proceedings against the ex-
premier under Article that
pertained to high treason.
Subsequently, a first infor-
mation report (FIR) was regis-

On June 6. Shar was fatally
shot by unidentilied assailanis
near Alamo Chowk on Airport
Road. According to the police,
the attack occurred while he
was en route to the Balochistan

High Court (BHC), targeted by tered on the complaint_of
unknown individuals wielding Shar's son. Advocate Siraj
automatic weapons. Ahmed, at Queta's ‘xl\ahee

The government and the PTI
had ha%ed blame over the inci-
dent, with both sides accusing

Rivers swell as
monsoon rains
continue to lash cities
across Pakistan

91,000 cusecs
hours to reach

Jamil !oln.e slnh
Imran An anti-tern i G
{ATC) had suhsequenm INP

miver increased by

during the last 2
0 cusecs.

The water entered surrounding

villages, inundating erops in the

LAHORE: Torrential mins m
different parts of Punjab and the
release o'% water by India into
rivers have wreaked havoc in sev-
eral parts of the province.

The situation in River Sutlej at
Anfwala deteniorated on Monday
after water burst its banks and
spilled over into dozens of sur-
rounding villages due to which
people’s homes, cattle and crops
were all washed away.

Rescue] 122 personnel, on_the
other hand, evacuated peaple from
the areas and shifted them to safer
places . .

River Indus in medium flood at
Daira Din Panah

On the other hand, River Indus
at Daira Din Panah was in medi-

um ﬂ'\od after water level in the

process.
River Ravi destroys rice crop al
asarr
Rice crop sewn over hundreds
of acres of land was inundated
after water from River Ravi
entered surrounding villages at

asarr.
The water level in the river at

mm place was recorded at over 47,
000,

On the other hand, there is a
deluge at Kachu following heavy
monsoon  showers  over
Keerthar mountains of Dadu in
Sindh, 1

LAHORE: Former MPA Rana Manhmnd nlnnL with delegu ion calls on Prime \Ilmster
Shehbaz Sharif.

areas  of

ﬁ:;n'“?g,‘?“ h’\a:smng g from flood hit and risk areas to safer Balnclmlan while there is risk of
waman locations ¢ in Loralai, Kalat, Naseerabad,
According IU the FIA, There is risk of floods in the low- Slh ;mll Makran The NDMA also
Ghufran Ali was blacl Iying areas near Nowshera due to rapid  directed relevant authorities to issue
mailing the . ischarge of water at me: Kabul, said and safety measures
sending  objectionable that authority on Mon people. while, in the upper
content  to x According 10 NDMA heavy rains Lathmenl areas of the Indus River,

WhatsApp.

The agency officials
also recovered the cell-
Fhrme as well m the SIM
rom the suspec

Later, the cale was reg-
istered against him under
the  Prevention  of
Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA). INP

PIA
steward
‘disappears’
in Canada

KARACHI: A Pakistan
International  Airlines
( eward  went
from a hotel

arrival _in
Camda from

As per the PIA admin-
istration, flight steward
Mul](azlr Mehdi arrived

Toronto from Lahore
nz\ the national airline’s
flight, PK-798 on Friday

fe along with o
crew members had b
staying at a hotel in the
Canadian city, s

The mysterious missing
of the PTI steward came
w light when he didn't
repon for dul\‘ on a flight

1o Pakistan.
Subsaquemh the matter
was brought to the notice
of the airfine management
and Canadian immigra-
tion authorities

Before Mehdi, four
flight stewards and air
hostesses of the natnonal
airline have slipped into
Canada for citizenship.

Last year, an air stew-
ard i Pakistan
Imern:\nonal Airlines

(PIA) reportedly went
missing in_Canada after
flight PK-798 landed in
Toronto which the airline
authority confirmed

The flight attendant
Ramzan Gul boarded the
national flag carrier’s
flight from Islamabad in
the capacity of the aireraft
crew, confirmed the PTA
spuh.:puwn

PIA " authorities said
they also updated, on m
development,

Canadian |mmq,ramon
authority as the crew
memher gets clearance

eneral

Declaraunn INP

are likely to continue thmus,houl the

country during next two days, there is

nisk of land sliding and I'Iasl\ t‘leodmr_
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgi

Baltistan :md Azad Jammu and

Ethiopia Main Atif Sharif called on

water flow has been recorded shghtly
higher due to rains Moderate floodin;
is expected in the Kabul River which
may accelerate while discharpe of
water in other rivers is normal. INP

)
AMABAD: Ambassador designate to Federal Demaocratic Republic
resident Dr Arif Alvi.

First monsoon showers
at Obaro, Sindh

OBAROQ: Rain, accompanied by
strong winds, considerably brought
down the temperatures due to which
people heaved a sigh of relief.

owever, the downpour also caused
a loss to mango, and date orchards
besides \ewerm? power supply to dif-
ferent parts of the city.

Rain in Kandhkot, Sindh

Heavy rain also lashed Kandhkot
and its cutskirts due to which heat-
stricken people of the city heaved a
sigh of relief

owever, it also brought with it lot
of inconvenience as electricity supply
to the city was disconnecter

There were also reporis of monsoon
rains from other parts of Sindh

A issues rain alert

The Provincial D\snslsr
Management Authority (PDMA) o
Monday said that dilTerent parts oI
Punjab would continue to receive mon-
soon rains between July 24 and July
30,

PDMA Spokesman Imran Qureshi
said that anothet spell of rains would
start in the province on July 27

However, he made it clear that the
new spell would not be as intense as
was its predecessor.

The spokesman further said that
since dams were already 90 per cent
full in India due to heavy rains, there
were fears that the country would
release more water into rivers in the
coming days due to which there could
be again floods in Pakistan

@ said already water levels in rivers
in Punjab were rising, and River Ravi
River Chenab and River Jhelum were
likely t to, remain in medium to high
flood  “Therefore, it is incumbent
upon_the district administrations to
remain alert round the clock since pro-
tecting the lives and properties of peo-
ple is the first priority,” f asserted

The spokesman asked peaple to dial
PDMA's helpline number 1129 in case
of any emergency INP

Chinese company awarded for
remarkable achievement in
Rashakai SEZ

Islamabad: Century Steel, a Chinese
steel company engaged in iron and
steel  investment  an ations,
received an award for esmEhslnng a
remarkable steel mill in the Rashakai
Special Economic Zone in Pakistan

he Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) province thanked
the government of China, the compa-
nies involved, and sector enti-
ties for their unfline hing support of the
project. according to repon carried by
Gwadar Pro

Earlier, the caretaker Chief Mimslcr
of KPK, Muhammad Azam Khar
mauwumled Phase | of the Rashukaw
Specml Economic  Zone near
Nowshera

W addressing the inaugural cere-
mony, the caretaker Chiel minister
appreciated the exceptional efforts and
unwavering commitment of China
Road and End!,e Corporation and the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

conomic Zones

Development and  Management
Company for successfully completin
Phase 1 of the project six months ahea
of schedule

The Chinese steel company, located
on 20 acres of land in the Rashakai
Special Economic Zone, is a China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
project being built in three phases

Aceording to company sources, the
first phase consists of producing con-
struction steel. mainly rebar. The sec-
ond phase involves making w
including iron wire, nail
welded mesh, and round bars.

The third phase will produce profile
steel, including H-beams, L-beams,
and channel steel

“With all three phases completed
we will provide Pakistan with an annu-
al output of 1,500,000 tons of steel,
create at least 1,000 local jobs, and
generate great economic and social
benefits,” the sources added INP




