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Govt put country on
rack despite multifaceted
challenges: PM

ABC Certified

notice to Imran Khan
in treason case
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An Appeal To Chairman Balochistan
- Public Service Commission

ed
the schedule of written examinations
for candidates testing their muscles for
the Provincial Competitive Service

(PCS) exam. The BPSC in a statement
shared with media announced August
17th as the fresh date for the PCS
examination. Although, this was
expected in November or December
this year

This has severely affected the rou-
tine and studies of over 23,000 stu-
dents making tooth and nail efforts for
the competitive examination. The
same number of candidates are sched-
uled to participate 1n the special CSS
examination in October this year.

90% of
candidates
oppose the
BPSC PCS

schedule

This Daily conducted a poll where
more than 90 percent of su
opposed the new schedule annow
by BPSC be
S5 examinati
dents objected to the new schedule and
expressed their reservations,

ﬁ\ their comments on our socral
media networks and calls to this Daily,
the majority of the students argued
that 1t was not possible for them to
take the PCS exam prior to the CSS
special. They mentioned that they will
be having only one month to prepare
for the lengthy CSS exam for preparg-
tions. The scheduled exam of PCS is
likely to end by September 10
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understanding of regional, national,
and global issues to win the race. The
committed candidates were pﬂssm(g
sleepless nights when the BPSC
abmﬁlly announced the fresh sched-
ule. Now the candidates are in a dilem-
ma of whether to prepare for the PCS
or the CSS special examinations,

0 be precise, the SC has to
review its decision and extend the date
of examination as requested by the
Balochistan Assembly and the desire
of the aspirants candidates

Undoubtedly, the present BPSC
deserves apprecianon for upholding
the banner of t and transparency
in the prevailing troubled times. The
Speaker of the Balochistan Assembly
has already written a letter to the
Chairman of BPSC and the swudents
have been calling for November to be
the fresh date. Therefore. the BPSC
needs to review its announced sched-
ule keeping in view the grievances of’
the candidates.

Courtesy: Daily Quetta
VYoice on behalf of the
majority of the aspiring
~ 1 4 L i candidates

‘Putting last nail in coffin’: Ruling allies oppose

amendment to election laws for empowering caretaker setup

Bill to be tabled in
Joint session of

Senators from allies in the ruling coali-
tion and the opposition PTI on ‘Fuegdav -~ A=
oqgoﬁed a proposed amendment to Section
230 of the Election Act 2017, which relates
to the functions of a caretaker government

amendments in general but objection to
changes to Section 230

Proposed amendments

Govt proposes
granting the
interim setup

additional powers

—_—

The PML-N on Sunday announced
that an amendment was being intro-
duced to empower the interim setup to
have powers similar to that of an elect-
ed government These powers would
allow the caretakers to take important

decisions
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BHC issues another notice to
Imran Khan in treason case

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Balochistan
High Court (BHC) directed to
send another notice to the
Pakistan Tehnk e Insaf (PTI)
Chief Imran Khan in the treason
case on Tuesday A division
bench of the BHC comprising
Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Nacem
Akhtar Afghan and Mr Justice
Gul Hassan Tareen passed this
order

Senior lawyer, Abdul Razzag

parliament Today

“The interim setup will not be confined
to day-to-day affairs of the government till
elections are held. An amendment is being
brought (to the Constitution) to empower
the caretaker setup to take important deci-
sions like an elected government does,”
PML-N supreme leader’s spokesperson
Muhammad Zubair carlier Iulir

The amendment is among several others
being proposed to the elections laws ahead
of polls scheduled to take place later this

year
_ The amendments were debated on in a
joint Parliament session today.

Speaking on the matter, PPP Senator
Raza Rabbani said he had no issue with the

[finalised in consultation
with political parties

“There is a severe conflict of interest
when it comes to amending Section 230
because there are countless judgements of
the sutenor courts regarding the role of the
caretaker government, " he said, adding that
the said role was “very different” from that
ol an elevied sovempient~They come fora
limited period of either 60 days or 90 days
for the purpose of carrying ot day-to-day
business of the govémment"The gove
rnment does not go into cold storage, butit
goes into slow motion [after a caretaker
setup takes the reins] And it dogs so
because of the simple fact that it is an
unelected government Web Desk

Govt put country on track despite
multifaceted challenges: PM

DI KHAN: Prime
Minister ~ Muhammad
Shehabaz  Sharif on
Tuesday said that the
coalition  government
resolved the economic
crisis and put the country
on track despite multifac-
eted challenges.

He said that the incum-
bent government during
last 16 months faced the
most difficult challenges
like the devastating flood
hit the country soon after
it_tok charge of the

PTI Chairman exploited
his own created sitation
which he used for politi-
cal gains at the country’s
cost, he added The prime
mimister  said political
opponents had wished for
the country’s default,
which by the blessings of
the Almighty reverted

wheat production in a
decade, which saved bil-
lions of dollars However,

tion sectors in Dera  said The pnme minister due to the "efforts of
Ismail Khan“We faced said all the coalitiongov- | n ¢ u m b e n t
had

the devastating flood on  ernment

] government He said had
The former regimes fully

Shar Advocate had filed a peti- oifice it Biset] the Cesumegts tic
tion in the BHC for registration = L Sharif’ was speaking as ctary ) costs, including  resources such as hydro
of treason case against the PTI  Jawyer, Sirajuddin Advocate also  The court adjourned the hearing | the chief sucst at an inau- their p s. Such & power the country might
Chief for violating the constitu- nominated the PTI chief in the for 2 weeks while ordering the gural and ground break- crisis on the other. Such  resolve on their pan Ea\'e affordable and clean
tion. The senior lawyer was mur-  murder case of his father Chairman of Tehreek-e-Insaf to § ing ceremony of eight challen problems  helped the government 1o energy, and siressed 1o
dered on June 6 this year in The PTI Chief failed to appear  submit an appearance notice by | development projects in  have never been faced by bring the country out of  averhaul the faulty power
Quetta. The son of the senior  before the court despite a notice.  courier. energy and communica- me in my whole li ensis. There was record  transmission INP™

Law dept vets Balochistan Women Protection Bill

Parliamentary Secretary noted that work is in progress to formu-
late effective legislation’ for the protection of women and child
rights i Balochistan

o summary of any department, including laws related to the
B\orectim of fundamental rights, is currently pending in the Law
epartment

She said that the formation of anti-harassment committees to
provide a safe environment for women at workplaces in all depart-
ients and public sector universities 1s very necessary

Alauddin Khalji, resident director of Awart Foundation, on the
occasion, said that a campaign has been started for the participa-
tion of women in general seats in the upcoming general elections.

A grand convention will be held in Juclm for women represen-
tatives elected i the recent local elections, m which women local
\eglesenlalwes from all over Balochistan will be invited

“arghuna advocate called for pro?er selection on the basis of
merit and experience for the responsibilities of relevant forums for
effective protection of women'’s nights.

Parliamentary Secretary Law emphasized the need for continu-
ity of coordinated initiatives while appreciating the performance
of active non-governmental orgamizations including the
Commission on Status of Women, Aurat Foundation and EVAWG
Alhance

mier Shehbaz

Sheikh Razzaq

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Law and Parliamentary Affairs,
Seience and IT Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi on Tuesday said the *Balochistan
Women Protection Bill” has been vetted by the law department and the
same will be brought to the legislative assembly after approval of the
Cabinet meeting.

Amendments have also been
proposed in the laws of domestic
violence for the effective
protection of women’s rights

She was talking to a delegation of different organizations work-
ing on the women rights in Balochistan
he delegation included the Chairperson of the Commission on
Status of Women Balochistan, Fauzia Shaheen, resident director
Aurat Foundation Alauddin Khilji, chairperson Ending Violence
against Women and Girls Alliance Sana Durrani and others.
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Al and Climate Change

completely missing in
Balochistan budget

The future is all about the Artificial Intelligence (Al). The Al has the poten-

tial to

nificantly impact education and transform the learning experience for
students across the globe

Al-powered tutoring systems can provide interactive and adaptive support to
students. These systems can assess students” knowledge, identify areas of weak-
ness, and offer targeted guidance and resources to help them improve

Experts say the Al has so far taken mere baby steps, Still a lot needs to be
done. The Al is going fo dominate education, polilics, economy efc. in the

future.

No word of Al in the Balochistan Budget
Despite its need and importance, the Balochistan government has not allecat-

ed a single penny for the Al

its financial budget for the vear 2023-24. The

provingial government allocated more than Rs. 100 billiens for primary, middle
and higher education sector The finance minister Balochistan, Zamarak
Achakzai did not utter a single word about the Al

Besides Al, the government has not focused on the looming threat of climate

change. Balochista

the country’s areawise largest provinee is prone to all nat-

ural disasters because of its vulnerability to the global warming and climate

change

Rs. 71 crore allocated for Climate Change and more than Rs.73 billions

for C&W department

The government allocated Rs.71 crore rupees to tackle the climate change,
whereas, more than 73 billion rupees were allocated for the communication and

works department. The department is known for chronic corruption and most of
the amount is likely to go into some narrow pockers.

Promotion of AT education pravides an opportunily 1o our students to com-

pete on national and international levels Its promotion can open new vistas of

opportunities for our students

However, investment in the climate change department is extremely neces-
sary in view of the province’s vulnerability to the global warming. Devastating
floods last year played havoc across Balochistan and life was completely para-

Iyzed for a month.

The provincial government needs to change its priorities when it comes to Al
and climate change since the former offers opportunities and the latter poses a

serious threat to

uman life.

EDITORIAL o

The population denominator

arlier this
month, on
July 11, the
world com-
memorated
World Population Day
To mark the occasion, the
Supreme Court hosted a
conference 1o underscore
the importance of popula-
tion as a public policy
agenda. This was the sec-
ond in the series, the first
being held in 2019. While
the Supreme Court can
have an important role in
advocating, it is the exec-
utive which must priori-
tize this a%cnda, and that
is where the problem lies
— our_lack of will and
capacity to implement
We know how terror-
ism, corruption, earth-
quakes, floods, droughts,
and other crises have
impacted our nation. But
one of the bwgﬁ:eﬂ. threats,
Pakistan’s exploding pop-
ulation, Femaing unfecog-
nized, Pakistan is the fifth
most populous country in
the world. From 34 mil-
lion in 1950 to around
2405 million wday, our
population is expected (o
rise to 403 million by
2050, This unfettered
arowth rate of 19
Cent per annum is unsus-
tainable and far outstrips
our economic  growth
rate, which is expected to
be a mere 0.29 per cent
next year e
Even today, Pakistan is
severely under-resource
This will be exacerbated
by further gopulauon
explosion, 369 per cent
of the population faces

food insecurity, and 44
per cent of children under
the age of five are stunt-
ed. ﬁ'h\]e the annual
demand for fic
tion  is
Pakistan’s water avail
ability per capita is
declining, pushing the
couniry from_a ‘water-
stressed” classification to
a ‘water-scarce’ classifi-
cation  Simultaneously.
Pakistan’s extreme wvul-
nerability to climate dis-
asters may further limit
potential for food produc-
tion, as evidenced by last
ear’s devastating floods
hese variables  could
have grave implications
for food and energy secu-
_miy' if population growth
is left unche
Many factors have
tributed to the population
explosion — v, il
eracy, societal and social
factors, therefore, the
solutions_are also mull
faceted While women’s
education,  economic
empowerment and socie-
tal change are essential,
the role of health and
opulation  sectors in
Family planning is equal-
Iy eritical. However, after
{1 years of investment in
family planning, the con-
traceptive prevalence is a
mere 34 per cent and the
nmet need for family
planning” is 17 per cent
amongst the highest in
South Asia_ B
To a certain extent, this
lack of Fmgress is illus-
trative of the implementa-
tion challenges which are
germane 10 every sector

in Pakistan. However, the
population sector pres-
ents another challenge
also, because in this case
we have systematically
decimated “systems we
built earier

Let’s look back in his-
tory to qualify this stare-
ment

re was a time when
Pakistan was viewed as a
best practice country in
Eam\ly ]armdm' aper
aving adopted the policy
Brul B tigiveisal helth
coverage for family plan-
ning nearly six

a0

Our first five-year plan
had a population planning
stream. Ahead other
countries, the wovern-
ment forged a public-pri-
vate partnership with the

mily _ Planning
Association of Pakistan
in 1955 and gave them an
allocation 10 spearhead
family planning, country-

wide =
A nation-wide family
planning astructure

was created 10 provide
free access to family
lanning Donors
FLNH’ USAID)
provided free commodi-
ties and supported the
supply chain for over
fifty years Pakistan was
a global leader in social

franchising in the 1900s.
'I'ramm'g institutes, a
cadre of human resource,

and service delivery sys-
tems, were_established
The latter_includes net-
works of Family Welfare
Clinics, ~Reproductive
Health Services

Centers (RHSC-A) in
ﬁuhtic 3 lmstmals,

eﬁmductl\'e health B
(RHS B) centres inside
Women'’s community cen-

wes, cadres of ~male
maobilisers and village
ers, and maobile

health units.

Information  systems,
warehouses (the public
sector’s only IS0 certi-

warehouse is in the
population sector) and
contraceptives’ s_u?p]
chain were establish
Several _ important
research institutes were
established” the National
Rescarch  Institute  for
Fertility Control.
(NRIFC) the Naftonal
Institute _of Population
ies (NTPS), and the
Trust  for

Welfare

_This ecosystem was
dismantled ater the, 15th
Amendment. Provinces
were slow 1o take owner-
ship of the devolved pop-
ulation infrastructure

er devolution, RHS
Bs were abandoned, their
surgical theatres pr
sorry picture of wasted
investment.  Promising
social franchising models
were never scaled up.
Provinces bickered end-
]Eﬁﬁl% on procurement,
not being in favour of
centralized procurement
of contraceptives, since
provincial-level procure-
ment was more lucrative
for ~ vested interests.
Rather than serving the
research needs of the sec-
tor, NIPS became a park-

ing space for bureaucrats.
NRIFC. and NATPOW.
which could play a key
in_overcoming
demand side issues, an
harnessing the role of the
Emva(e sector, respective-
v, became defunct
_Beyond the messy pol-
itics of devolution, the
population welfare sector
15 also p]aﬁued by
entrenched collusion in
service delivery, which
worsened  over
Male mobilizers

appoiniments,
an mobile  clinics
opened avenues for ram-
pant corruption.

Malpractices in family-
planning outlets became
deeply ~ entrenc
described in detail
book “Choked Pipes’ —
absentecism, illegal use
of fees, contracepfive pil-
ferage, ghost satellite
clinics, outright theft of
supplies, wastage, false
reporting 1o meet largets,
o
Contraceptive consign-
ments oflen expire lying
around on shelves, boxes
of contraceptives are
dumped in rivers to show
utilisation, and the higher
value ones, such as injec-
tions are stolen and taken
to private clinics or sold
to pharmacies.

oreover, the intransi-

gence to keep health and
population as_separate
imstitutional hierarchies
purely to enable health
and “population _sector
staff to have their own
perks.

The summer mon-
soon is considered a
source of much-await-
ed relief from the
scorching heat, but for
some Pakistani urban-
ites, it appears to be
losing 1fs charm as
extreme urban flood-
ing  becomes an
increasingly common
phenomenan

This year, multiple
neighbourhoods in the
megacity of Lahore
became the first target
of severe inland flood-
ing during the mon-
soon as windstorms
and heavy downpours
hit the city, taking at
least 11 lives. With the
climate crisis warsen-
ing.  Pakistan must
take rapid and drastic
measures 1o combat
the challenge of urban
flooding head-on and
reduce its impacts on
communities.

In recent times, the
approach of develop-
ing = green streets,
buildings and spaces
to prevent the warst
consequences of
urban ~ flooding has
ined much traction.
“Green  streets’ can
include several ele-
ments of blue-green
infrastructure (BGI),
including vegetative
uffer strips  an
lawns,  stormwater
planters, tree trenches,
stormwater  bump-
outs, detention and
refention tanks, pervi-
ous pavements, and
gravel trenches to

Going green

allow water to perco-
late into the ground.
‘egetative  buffer
strips  are  dense
rrowths of vegetation
that increase water
infiltration and evapo-
ration; stormwater
planters are vegetated
planters installed in
the sidewalk area that
have an mlet at the
street level and allow
stormwater from side-
walks and streets to
o nto them.
Stormwater tree
trenches include a
series of trees embed-
ded in catchments and
linked to an_under-
ground  infiltration
structure; and
stormwater bump-outs
are vegetated exten-
sions of the street
curbs (sidewalk edge)
that allow stormwater
from streets and side-
walks to flow into
them through inlets
_ Detention tanks
include underground
systems to store runoff

temporarily while
retention tanks perma-
nently store water.

Stormwater collected
in retention tanks can
be recycled for pur-
poses like irrigating
gardens or_ flushing
toilets; pervious pave-
ments are paths with a
porous  surface 1o
allow water to infil-
trate through them,
and gravel trenches
melude narrow chan-
nels filled with stones
to allow stormwater to

escape into the subsoil
gradually, .
‘Green buildings’
can include multiple
clements  of BGIL,
including green and
blue roofs, ramwater
harvesting  systems,
an oW nspoults,
Green roofs consist of
a growing medium
(like sol) and vegeta-
tion over a water-
proofing membrane,
while blue roofs con-
sist of a flow restric-
tion device to hold
water back during the
storm event, along
with a roof dran to
allow the excess water
ta overflow into it.
Additionally, down-
spouts are vertical
pipe attachments for
carrying  rainwater
from a gutter or
rooftop to a drain or
around; and rainwater
harvesting  systems
help capture and store
rainwater from the
rooftop, such as by
connecting the verti-
cal ipes  from
rooftops o storage
containers on  the
ground. Besides green
streets and buildings,

parks and  green
spaces, in  general,
help prevent Rooding

by stopping stormwa-
by soopins gorm
ing or filtering the
ramwater, There are
myriad  benefits to
incorporating  these
solutions, such as the
low cost associated
with installing them or

their ability to per-
form multiple func-
tions in a spatial area
_In Pakistan, the
importance of green
spaces  has een
increasingly  recog-
nized in recent years,
and measures " have
been undertaken to
revive the country's
vegetation and con-
serve the existing pro-
tected areas, particu-
larly under the ‘ten
billion tree tsunami
rogramme
an:m of the city
local community man-
agers to enhance the
uptake of BGI also
appears visible.

or instance, the
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has
mandated that
Islamabad  residents
install rainwater har-
vesting  systems  in
houses, while the
Lahore Development
Authority

requires new high-rise
builldings to install
green roofs.

There 1s still a long
way to go until BGI 1s
incarporated widely in
Pakistani cities to pre-
vent stormwater
runoff, even within
formally planned and
relatively green neigh-
bourhoods or
nstance, what do vou
see around you if you
mhabit or drive across
any such neighbour-
hood? There could be
numerous green
spaces, but those are

By Zahra Nia:

not equally distributed
across the spatial
extent of an area.
Planters may rarely
be seen installed i the
sidewalk area and
vegetated bump-outs
formed  along  the
street curbs. but with-
out enough thought
put into establishing

mlets to direct the
stormwater from
streets into_ them.

People may alsa see a
series of trees planted
linearly but not con-
verted  into_ tree
trenches as a flooding
mitigation  strategy.
;\ddjl"lionally_ Imited
residential, ‘office and
commercial buildings
have well-established
rainwater harvestin

systems or features o
green or blue roofs,

A lack of ng
and implementation
on this front could be
attributed to several
challenges, such as
growing pressures
from rbanisation,
scarcity  of experts,
lack of stakeholder
ation, absence

o

of required policies, or
about BGI benefits
Extensive  outreach

efforts_to communi-
cate BGI benefits can
stimulate  stakehold-
ers’ behavioural
change and have the
greatest 1mpact n
addressing other barri-
ers because “where
there is a will. there is
away.

Pakistan’s skills
report card

he vast

majority  of
240-0dd  uni-

versities in the

couniry ~ are

failing both of their mis-

sions. the idealistic goal
of leaming for learning’s
sake, broadening hori-
zons  and  personal
enlightenment, and also
the waorldly objective of
producing graduates that
are skilled, employable,
and productive cfizens
OF course, universities do
not carry all the blame —
they have to work with
the intake the school sys-
tem feeds them,

As | have written about
on prior_occasions, for
those with the requisite
language skills, internet
connectivity, and the abil-
ity to self-leam, Massive
Open_ Online  Courses

MOOCs) by several
providers help bnd%,a the
skills gap 1o achieve
elra\lnlxablliw Major
MOOC providers are 5it-
ting on a_ goldmine of
data from leamers span-

he e. For the

ning
last few years,
— the biggest MOOC
provider at 124 million
subscribers has been

?uh] ;hmg,l an  annual
ilobal Skills Report. The
4,000 skills covered by its
library of MOOCs are

mized into a multi-
level taxonomy. Broadly,

however, those  skills
have been arouped into
three broad categories.

business, technology, and
data science.

The report for 2023
was published a few days
ago and covers 100 coun-
tries, including Pakistan

In the science. technolo-
gy. engineering, an
mathematics STEM)
skills_category, Pakistan
contributed 642,562
learners on Coursera, the
fourth  highest,  onl
behind India (around 6.
illi the  United

lion and e
(675,371). Another glim-
f positive news in
data is that
ear growih in

for  STEM

enrollment
skills stands at 79 per
cent, the second highest
globally, surpassed only
by Nigeria at 98 per cent.

ountries are  both
ranked and rated for the
skills proficiency of their
learners. In the ranking,
Pakistan stands 92 out of
100, The only countries
ranked  lower  than
Pakistan are Somalia,
Palestine,
Ghana,  Kenya,
Philippines, and Nigeria
For perspective, countries
ranked above Pakistan
include  Uganda EDU{.

(72). Bangladesh (73).
and India (60).
Pakistan's  business
s index stands at 22
er cent while the Asia-
Pacific region’s average
is r cent, In technal-
ogy ,  Pakistan
scored only 10 per cent
versus a regional average
of 49 per cent In data sci-
ence skills, Pakistan
scored an abysmal 8 0 per
cent againsi a regional
average of 52 per cent
Not surprisingly, Pakistan
is not featured as a coun-
try with strengths and

opportunities, neither
the business nor technol-
ogy nor data science
skills categories in the

region
Tor its global analysis,
the report rated skill lev
Is of learners from coun-
tries into one of four cate-
ories (quartiles): From
the top down, they are
labeled  ‘cutting-edge’
{100-75
petitive’ (75
limited’ (30
and ‘lagging’ (
ent)
the

lagging Cou

lagging skills category
are characterized by an
average human capital
index score of 52 per cent
(against an average of 73
per cent in the cutting-
edge category). average
Internet access of 56 per
cent (against 87 per cent
in the cutting-edge cate-
gory), and an average
percentage of worki
age population register
on Coursera of 268 per
cent (against 4.67 per
cent in the cutting-edge
category

In aﬁgtiun to reporting
data, the report offers
seven key findings.

First, économic growth
is tied o skill proficien-
¢y Higher skill proficien-
¢y 1s correlated with eco-
nomic advances and aver-
aiy: GDP per capita (to be
clear, correlation does not
imply causation) That is
what is \a\;__rfl{ driving the
recent globa

conversa-
n about education thar
is inclusive of skills,

Second, intemet access
is tied to economic
opportunity:

Financial inequality breeds contempt

Our society essentially
stands divided into three
classes. The elite class
comprises the 1op bureau-
crats both civil and mili-
tary, hbusiness _tycoons
and politicians Then fol-
low two classes — the
thinning middle class and
the multiplying poor
class, “hjcﬁ Y\\-‘es below
the paverty line. Instead
of receding. the poverty
graph is rapidly escalai-
g,

¢ politicians — in
every government that
comes to power by win-
ning the election - prom-
i8¢ to uplift the condition
of the poor. AT cam-
paigning slog]ans assure
the wretched living from
hand 1o mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
will improve, 3
will get health and educa-
tion .

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed, It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the’ system
but also creates hostility
among them

Asa nation, however.
we can change our alarm-
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy we single-
mindedly  follow the
nations ‘that have pro-
gressed within a few
years from being poor
third-world countries to
some of the leading ones
Let's consider Singapare
as a glaring example

Singapore was typical-
Iy a third-world country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have The
turnaround  came in
Singapore when Chinese

leader Deng Xiaopin;
devised a formula — PI%

for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty,

Mentocracy meant that
all government jobs were
to be allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who’s'who’ or who's
related to whom. Srdents
in Singapore are admitted
in colleges and universi-
ties purely on merit with-
out anﬁ string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled workforce 1o
deliver to the nation, The

untry’'s  universifies,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted amol
the best in the world. |
companson, il is tragic
how merit in our country
is given such litde impor-
ance. Many in the top
osiions of the v
ureaucracy and judiciary
are related o one another

‘P in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a
ractical approach unlike
Pakistan wH\ere loss-mak-
Ing monsters, state-run
organizations like the
Pakistan Steel Mills and

. every year but
successive governments
hesitate to prvatize them
because of politcal pres-
sures. Last year, the PSM
accumulated a loss of
Rs67 billion in the first
six_months,
Consequently,  every
taxpayer has 10 bear the
burden of the loss-mak-
ing behemoths, Could

Singapore  allow  its
wvibrant economy to suffer
from such recurring loss-
es for years? Never. The
PSM Hhasn’t produced a
nece af steel since 2015
ut its employees are paid
hundreds of” millions in
salaries each month

“H’, the most impartant
feature of the magic for-
mula for taking rapid
hikes from a poer third-
world country to a first-
waorld country, is honesty
It means zero tolerance
for . corruption
ingapore’s prime minis-
ter, under whose govern-
ment the country
gressed, carrie
accountability from top
downward. With an hon-
est bureaucracy and a
progressing economy, the
country turned into a hub
of foreign investment. It
improved the live
difions of the peoy
raised their social status
among the comity of
nations. Too high “stan-
dards for us to meet,
aren’t they?

So organized is the
Singaporéan government

that it decided to reduce
the population of domes-
fic crf_ws that }Imq mnid
aitacking people in parks
and on foads. The group
director of wildhfe man-
agement at the National
Parks Board ordered that
crows’ nests be pulled
down, set up traps and
prune the trees in public
interest We have a wild
growth of birds of prey to
cope with, Recently there
was an article in this
newspaper as to what
prompted the increase in
population of these birds.

that one witnesses
are kites hovering in the
sky and thousands of

crows making citizens’
lives muserable by ther
cawing round the clock
As pointed out in the arti-
cle, the main reason for
the growth of these birds
is the “sadqa’” in the shape
of meat leftovers the peo-
ple throw on the roads
and outside their homes
The Lahore Canal
Bank road is notorious
for this activity where
kites are seen swooping
down to get their share of
meat that passers-by feed
them, Somenme back my
cousin  Mansoor Khan
lost his car’s windshield
when a kite struck against
it. Surprisingly, the wind-
shield broke in pieces but
the kit  survived.
Whether Mansoor was a
‘meat thrower’ to the
kites, he didn’t admit.
The politicians in
every government that
comes to power by win-
ning the election — prom-
ise to uplift the condition
of the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that ther
pathetic living conditions
will improve, and they
will get health and educa-

&

on

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth 1s unevenly dis-
tributed, It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the’system
but also creates ty
among then

As a nation, however,
e can change our alaom:
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy if we single-
mindedly  follow the
nations “that have pro-
gressed within
years from being poor

By Iftekhar A Khan

third-world countries o
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Singapore
as a glaring example.

Singapore was typical-
Iy a third-world_country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we ]ucklIJ' have. The
turnaround  came  in
Sjgll%apme when Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping
devised a formula — MPH
— for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
1o follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Meritocracy meant that
all govemnment jobs were
to be alloth ased on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who's ' who' or who's
related to whom. Students
in Singapore are admitted
in colleges and umversi-
ties pméy on ment with-
out any  string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation, The
country’s  universities,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted among
the best in the world. In
comparison, it is tragic
how mesit in eur country
15 given such little impor-
tance, Many in the top

ositions of the _civil

ureaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another.

“P* in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matsm. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a

ractical approach unlike

'akistan u?mre loss-mak-
ing mMONSters, state-run

nizations like the
Pakastan Steel Mills and

IA, incur losses worth

billions

Navigating the path to

overnance

has emerged as

a key chal-

lenge “in_both
developing and devel-
oped countries, present-
ing a range of complex
an interconnected
issues. The rapid pace of
elobalization and
advancements in commu-
nication technology have
introduced  additional
«challenges and opportuni-

ies
Public officials now
require a different set of
skills, expertise, values,
attitudes, and knowledpe
1o effectively navigate
this changing landscape.
The widespread use of
he internet and social
media has raised citizens”
expectations  regarding
the speed, quality, an
personalization of public
service delivery. With an
educated and vocal

zenry, active media,
vibrant  judiciary,
political ~ demand  for

change, public servants
find themselves under
intense_public scrutiny
while facing

progress

the tenure on key bureau-
cratic appoiniments are
examples of the whimsi-
cal and chaotic gover-
nance approach c
had to endure in the name
of "change’
Ve nidst this wreck-
ape, the PML-N led coali-
tion government did not
shy away from taking
responsibility The first
step toward redemption
lies in forsaking narrow
and short-term political
rains. We dared to sacri-
ice political capital for
the greater good, steering
the “ship towards fair
negotiations  with the
MF, making tough deci-
sions to revive the stum-
bling  economy, and
working  tirelessly  to
mend the ddmafn_’,c on the
fore olicy front
TO%’;I;". mé’ stand tall
and vindicated with hard-
earned achievements that
have reshaped the course
of the nation
secured IMF
breathed

agreement
life 1nto our
economy,  while  the
revival of the CPEC reaf-
firmed our i

expectations.
Governance during the
four-year rule of lmran
Khan's PTI can only be
described “chaotic’
These years were marked
a turbulent economy,
foreign policy, and secu-
tity  quagmires  that
seemed to have no end
ling on every front, and
driven merely by empty
rhetoric and’ rabid poﬂ)—
ulist propaganda.
selection of chief minis-
ters in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, choices for
key mimsterial positions
and the musical chairs
that continued throughout

g

o a promising furure. The
unwavering support from
our brethren in the
Middle East stands as a
testament to the strength

true alliances in times
of adversity,

However, our jourfiey
has only restarted Now 13
the time to envision a
governance model
anchored in terms of the
Stability, Transparency,
Agility. and
Responsibility (STAR)
principles. Adopting such
vision for governance is
eritical 10 achieve the tar-
gets we have set for the
short and long term under

By Ahsan Ighal
the ‘5Es Framework 1o

Turnaround  Pakistan’
Tl Es  prioritize
“xports, “nergy,
Environment, E-Pakistan

and Equity
Empowerment 1o ensure
at we are able 10 meet
our needs in 2035 and
turn Pakistan into a $1
trillion economy by that
time Adopting the STAR
governance approach is
entical to enable the state
and society to achieve
these tar
Stability lies at the
heart of effective gover-
nance, threading the tap-
estry of inclusive, consul-
tative, and evidence-
based policies. Such poli-
cies are not forged m iso-
lation but through collab-
orative working relations
among all_the organs of
the state. From the legis
lature, executive and judi-
ciary to federal,
provincial and local tiers
of  povernment, and
encompassing the politi-
cal leadership, bureaucra-
cy, and military — every
facet of governance must
unite ina symphony of
cooperation  within~ the
constitutional framework
In the past. the PML-N
has  demonstrated the
capacity to forge consen-
sus key  nanonal
sues. These include the
monumental NFC Award,
CPEC, water accord and
the first National Water
Policy, Pakistan Digital
Policy as well as the
National Action Plan
against terrorism. Vision
2025 itself was the most
thorough  consultative
exercise that provided a
unified holisuc develop-
ment agenda of Pakistan
By following
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Pak-China tourists exchange to
create new economic
opportunities: Abu Bakar

BEUING: Chairman of
the National Assembly
Parhiamentary Affairs
(mmmtree Muhammad

u Bakar has said that
oyt iy s
between Pakistan and
China would help to cre-
ate new economic oppor-
tunities for the two coun-
tries, especially Pakistan.

Pakistan 15 rich in natu-
ral  beauty and the
Chinese rtourists could
visit Karachi, Lahore, and
other cities and especially
the northern areas
Pakistan which have a lot
of attractions for Chinese
tourists, he told China
Media  Groups  Urdu
Service in a special con-

versation

While mviting Chinese
friends to visit Pakistan,
he hnFed that the prom
tion of tourism exchanges
between the two cou
tries would lead to cre;
Ing new economic activi-
ties which would not be
beneficial for the two

wple of Pakistan and
E‘ a but also for the
region

He said that the people=
to-people exchange
between the two coun-
tries should be promoted
for a better undmmmumr
of each other and as per
the requirements 3 e
new era.

Talking about Chinese-

style modernization, he
lauded the r:mark«bk
(lL\-UquLnr of  the
People’s  Republic
China under the able
leadership of President Xi
Jinping.

Muhammad Abu Bakar
also congratulated the
Chnnese leadership upon
the Oth anniversary of the
Belt oad Initiative
(BRI},

In response to a gues-
tion about I'nkjstan-thma
all- we1ther I'nends]nﬁ

We have been hear-

out Pakistan-China
since child-
is friendship
seems to be stronger and
stronger in every era INP

Monsoon rain spell
to continue this
week: PMD

[SLAMABAD
Monsoon rain spell con-
nues in most of the areas
in_country, guoting Met
Office
Pakistan
Meteorological
Department has forecast
heavy rains for
Balochistan, upper Sindh
and Punjab on 25th and
26th July. A fresh wester-
Iy wave is also likely to
enter upre\ parts of the
country from 26th July
Met Office informed
that monsoon currents are
continuously penetrating
m_the country from Bay
gr Bengal and Arabian

Federal capital
Islamabad  likely to
receive rain with gusty
winds, while most dis-
triets of Punjab to receive
rain with thunderstorm

Rain and wind-thun-
dershower (with isolated
falls) is also
expected in Kashmir,
Gilgit Baltistan, Murree,
Galliyat, Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Attock,
Chakwal, Jhelum, Mandi

ahauddin, Ikot,
Narowal Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Hafizabad,

Gujranwala,  Gujrat.
Kasur, Mianwali,
Khusab,

ISLAMABAD:

Faisalabad, Toba Tek
Singh, Sahiwal,
Bahawalnagar, Okara,
Chitral,  Dir,  Swat,
Shangla, Bun

Mansehra,  Kohistan,
Abbottabad,  Haripur,
Peshawar, Mardan,
Swabi, Nowshera,
Kurram, Lakki Marwat,
Kohat, Dera [smail Khan,
Bannu Karak  and

Waziristan from 25th to
30th July with occasional
saps.

Rain or wind-thunder-
shower with few heavy
falls is expected in Kalal,
Khuzdar, Lashella,
Awaran, Kech, Gwadar,
Panjgur,
Noushki,
Mastung,
Naseerabad,
Sherani, :
Musakhel, Kohlu, Jhal
Magsi, Loralai, Ziarat,
Quetta, Chaman, Pis
Qila  Abdullah,
Saifullah in Balochis
on 25th and 26th July
with occasional gaps.
Dera  Ghazi Khan,
Rajanpur,

Khanewal,

L“}‘

awalpur, Rahim Ya
Khan in south Punjab and
Tharparkar,  Umerkot,
Mirpurkhas, Sukkur,
Larkana Jacobabad,

speaker National Assembly Raja Perva
tual meeting with Zhao Leji Chairman of China 14 National People’s

Dadu, Shaheed
Benazitabad, Hyderabad,
Sanghar, Badin, Thatta
and Karachi likely to
receive rainfall on July 25
and 26

Met Office has cau-
tioned that heavy rains
may generate flash flood-
ing in Balochistan_and
hill torrents of Dera
Ghazi Khan on 25th and

26th  July 'hile in
Kashmir, " Dir, Swat,
kn\uslzn Shangla,

Manshera,
Abbmmbau Rawalpindi-
Islamabad dunnb 26th to
28th July.

Heavy rains may gen-
erate urban flooding in
low lying areas of
Sukkur, Larkana,
Qambar-Shahdadkot
Naushehro Feroze and
Dadu on 25thand 26th

ains may cause
urban Tlooding in low
 areas of Islamabad-
Peshawar,
Gujranwala, Lahore,
Faisalabad from 25th to
28th July and may
trigger landslides in the
vulnerable areas of
Murree, Galliyat
Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan
and hilly areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa dus
wel pcnod INP

Ashraf in a

Congress Standing Committee at Parliament House.

UN, HR bodies urged
to take notice of Killing
spree in IIOJK

Ihe All

urriyat
Conlerence (~\PI iC) has
uw_.,e(\ the United Nalw(vns
and the intemational

SRINAGAR:
Parties

human rights organiza-
tions to take notice of the
continued _atrocities and
military siege by Indian
Erson=-

lmmn and police
nel in- Indian i
occupml
Kashmir
The APHC spokesman
in a statement issued in
Srinagar, paying tributes
1o the youth recently mar-
tyred by Indian troops in
Pulwama, Kupwara and
Poonch areas said that the
Modi Hindutva regime,
under a planned consp:
C\ was killing and arrest-
; Kashmini youth to

s] ence their voice for
ngl\l to self-determina-

[amm

tio
.\1eanwh1|e

the
Hurriyat-AJK  leaders

including Qazi
Imtiyaz Ahmed Bi
Khalid Shabbir in
joint statement paid ncl\
tributes  to  martyr
Muhammad Hussain
Butt, Seleema  Butt,
Sakeena  Butt  and
Shabeena Butt on their
martyrdem anniversary
They were martyred by
lhe ‘dreaded Indian_army
onsored village
LFL“nu,CummmcL: er-

25, in

Umau
d

They said that the com-
mitment of Kashmiri pea-
ple for freedom had frus-
wated India which had
adopted a brutal policy to
kmem the people of

ashmir from their just
struggle for nght to self-
determination

They said that the
humg of innocent youth
by Indian troops and their
sponsored terror groups

had proved that the m:.,u-
pied territory had

s.omerlcd inio a :l.’lubh—
terhouse where
Kashmiris were being
ruthlessly killed
said, the day is not far
wheu the sacrifices of the
F le of Kashmir will
mw fruit and they
wnu d "ﬂ rid of Indian

T]he APFI( spokesman
in & statement issued m
Srinagar, paying tributes
to the \'wt recently mar-
tyred by Indian troops in
Pulwama, Kupwara and
Poonch areas said that the
Modi Hindutva regime,
under a Emmxl conspira-

illing and arrest-
\[\F Kashnun Yo
sifence their voic
right to mrdum-nma-

tion Meanwhile, the
Hurriyat-AJK  leaders
including Qazi Imran,

Intiyaz Ahmed Burt INP*

provineial city

Efforts are being made to
secure the Muharram ul
haram routes with the district
administration:Jabar Baloch

cement of the
e across Quetta
the growing traffic con-
cerns, and” the need for better
regulation of rickshaws and old
idated buses. Administrator
Qnena Jabbar Baloch, hi
ed the measures already taken o

QUETTA:A T he enh:
Administrative meeting  was  green bus serv
chaired by Administrator <ty

Metropolitin

city. The meeting
by pmmmem u

ing  Deputy mmissioner

Quetta Shaih: l Baloch,  cession. He emphasized the col-
Secretary RTA M.mmm Khan, laborative efforts with the dis-
SSP Tr chram  trict administration authorities to

raffi
Mandokhail,
Malik Javed

The participants of the meet-
ing focused on reviewing critical
aspecls such as the routes of the
proces-

upcoming  Muharram

KARACHI
Energy Board

The Thar

Thar Coalfield
ling,

According to media reports,

the decision was made

a meeting of the TCEB, whi
was_chaired by Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah. The

meeting was also attended by Chief Minister Shah said  of the railwa
provincial ministers Imtiaz  that the railway track will help 1o ensure the
Shaikh, Shabbir Bijarani, to save the roads in the area,
Sardar Shah, law adviser which arc being damaged by
Murtaza Wahab, and other trucks carrying coal plants and
concerned officials The TCEB meeting also
Energy Minister Imtiaz ;alj;'pmwed an extension of the
Shaikh briefed the meeting on ar Coal Block-11 mine. The
the 'pro;.ress of the Thar production from Thar Coal Coal
Coalfield project. He said that lock-11 will be supplied to meet lht%
the coal mined from Thar Lucky Electric Power at Port  coal

Corporation
Quetta Jabbar Baloch, with the
aim to address pressing traffic  dilap
and public transport issues in the
was attended
s, includ-

e
and SP Traffic

Coal
(TCEB} on
Tuesday has approved the lay-
ing of a railway track from
to the main

ens

struction,

plied 10 Shan

the coal from

After 'Raqs-e-Bismil',
Sarah Khan, Imran
Ashraf all set to share
screen again

KARACHL: After their successful on-sereen chem-

istry in "Rags-e-Bismil”.

Lollywood stars Sarah Khan
and Imran Ashraf will share the screen ag

in soon. The

fans are eagerly waiting for the powerful couple to hit
the small screen aw.\m in the new project.

Ashraf and Kl

were last seen together in block-

buster drama senal Raqs-e-Bismil. The duo a}weved in

the hit romantic drama Rags-e-Bismil in 2021

a5 3 cou-

rle Moosa and Zohra Both the critics and audience
had admired the lead couple's performance. The actors
had also wished to work together some three months

ago when Ashraf asked Khan about doing
ect“Should we do a drama together, Sarah?

another proj-
Ashraf

asked his co-star in a social me i post. Khan said ves

to Ashraf™s request, While

ence of working with K
any hero. R:

g about his ex
alled her lucky for

r
Rags-e-Bismil was dnec[ed by Wajahat Rauf

and adapted by Hashim Nadeem. The drama revolved
around the lives of Moosa {Ashraf) arul Zohra (Khan)
who were deeply in love with each other

According 1o the rej
the screen
directed by

rts, the actors. vuII now share
n in the untitled project that will be
acielle A Khan INP

Turkish President
Erdogan likely to visit
Pakistan next month

ISLAMABAD:

Turkish President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan will likely to visit Pakistan next month

rding to media report:
undertake an official visi

urkish president
to Pakistan in the

irst week of August. He would be accompanied by

=

Minister Hakan Hd:m
During his stay in

h-level de|egnl|m| including Turkish Foreign

tan, Erdogan will hold a

m:el\m. with Pa).mm ane Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to discuss marters pertaining to mutual inter-

est. Meanwhile,

Turkish Foreign

er Hakan

Fidan will hold a meeting with “his Pakistani coun-
terpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

The two sides

would

sign a range of

Memorandum of Understanding (Moll) for enhanc-
ing economic and trade cooperation in different sec-

tors, they say

It was worth mentioned here that Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif

last month travelled to

urkiye to

by
join the world leaders in the inauguration ceremony
of President Erdogan. During his stay in Ankara, the
prime minister met a number of world leaders and

discu w.cl avenues of

fields.

cooperation in

various

NDMA directs departments to strengthen
coordination for disaster mitigation, contingencies

ISLAMABAD: The
Acting Chairman
NDMA  on  Tuesday

presided over a special
EQC session with key
stakeholders on the cur-
renl monsoon situation
and instructed relevant
departments to strength-
en coordination among
all departments
cerned  to  streamline
disaster mitigation and
contingencies plans.
The session was
attended by rt.prustma—
tives  of
Meteorol 0

o

Department  (PMD),
Federal Flood
Commission (FFC),
Provincial Disaster

Management
Authorities, State
Disaster Management
Authority and _ Gilgit
Baltistan Disaster

SDM
Armed Forces,
Forecasting
Division (FFD). Mangla

and  Tarbela  Dam
Management
-’tu:lmulles. SUPARCO
and Pakistan
Commissioner for Indus
Waters (PCIW), a news
release said

The NDMA Acting
Chairman reviewed the
situation of major Dams.
and the rcuufauun of
river flows during ongo-

ing monsaon spells

The Tarbela Dam
Management  briefed
that 80 percent has been
f]led of its full

no flood-like snmalmn
expected and impacts
on downstream popula-
tion as of now.

The Mangla Dam
Management -’\umunly
briefed that the facility
is nearly 76 per cent
filled of its full capacity
and experiencing low-
level flood conditions
It was informed that
detailed mock exercises
were planned with rele-
vant authorities to han-
dle monsoon contingen-

cies

The FFD reparted
that there is less chance
of rainfalls over carch-
ment areas of malor
rivers till  July
However, heavy min
spells are expected from
July 27th 1o 30 over
catchment areas  of
rivers Indus & Kabul
which may trigger ash
floeding and high flows
in the tributaries of
these rivers.

The SUPARCO pro-
vided updates on the
current  situation  of
Badswat Glacial lake
and shared satellite
images of hazard-prone
GLOF sites in Gilgit-

Baltistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkwa

The PCIW briefed
about the current situa-
tion of Indian Dams
including Bakhra, Pong
and Thein and informed
that releases from these
reservoirs are still with-
in limits.

The Acting Chairman
NDMA also emphasized
undertaking public
awareness campaigns o
maximise the general
publ knowledge on
associated  with
monsoon _season  and
enhance vigilant moni-
toring of “rivers an
reservoirs during mon-
soon season. INP

monitor and manage the routes
of the upcoming Muharram pro-

a smooth and secure pro-
ession by installing and repair-

&
ing street lights along the desig-
nated routes. He also acknowl-
edged the ongoing road con-
reparr,

TCEB approves laying of railway track
to supply coal to power plants

Qasim

and develop-

Coalfield Block-1 is being sup
ha
pnwer plants, which generate

320 megawatts of

The TCEB meeting decided
w0 lay a railway track fr
Thar Coalfield 10 the main
line. This will help to supply
har to other
ver plants and cement fac-

" - —_
PESHAWAR: Vehicles passing through accumulated rain water after rain in

situation

light-

confidence

and ple

S5P

illegal

elect

OWer.

I'he

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime M

ment_projects that have tem-
poranly exacerbated traffic flow
problems However, he assured
the public that onee these proj-
ects are completed, the tral

will
improve. Deputy  Commissioner
Shaihak Bal och expressed full

Administration authorities ab
ty to address public grievan
red unwavering support
to the Metropolitan Corporation
in implementing effective solu-
tion Traffic
Mandokhal raised a crucial con-
n of alarming prevalence of
and
Rickshaws in the city PR

The TCEB also approved an
increase in_ coal
from Thar Coal Block-1
7.6 MTPA to 112 MTPA. This
m  will help 1o meet the £ro; ing
demand for coal in Pakistan
T TCEB meeting was a
major step i
development
Coalfield proj

cient transportation of coal
from the mine to the power

The extension of the Thar Coal
Block-II mine and the increase
in ceal production from Thar
Block-1 will also help to
rowing demand for
istan INP

swmﬁcaully

in the District

Behram

unregistered

production
from

forward in_the
of the Thar
t. The laving
track will help
mooth and effi-

et factories.

One dies, seven
injured in
rain-related
incidents

OKARA: The city of Okara
experienced a series of unfortunate
incidents as heavy rainfall lashed
the region, leading to roof collaps-
es and accidents that claimed one
Jife and left several mjured.

Additionally,  waterlogging
caused widespread \m,on\,emem:e

s it inundated various area
including shops in l]IE lustling GnJ

In the wake of mxrenna\ rains,
roofs collapsed at three different
location: kara, creating havoc
and resulting in significant proper-
ty damage

In the meaniime, the Met Office
has predicted that pre-monsoon
rains with dust thunderstorms are
expected o continue in various
parts of the country tll June 30.

Widespread rain and wind with
thundershower is expected in
Balochistan, Sindh, South Punjab

at  scal |e d places in
Kashmir, it-Baltistan
Islamabad, upper 'L]"unmb and
Khyber J'akhlunkh\m during th;

northeast and south Balocl
and Sindh during the forecast p

o

The Meteorological Department
has issued rainfall data for the last
24 hours, .emmm ificant pre-
cipitation in se areas of
Karachi. The me\m]m]n of
Karachi experienced widespread
showers, providing much-needed
relief from the scorching summer
heat, However, with the blessings
of rain, some areas also faced chal-
lenges due to waterlogging and
traffic dissuptions INP

World drowning
prevention day
observed

PESHAWAR: Like others parts

of the globe the World Drowning
Prevention Day was observed by

Khyber

Vi
le said 1122 has provided serv-
rowning incidents

Hi
ges i 3501 d
since_its inception, "ddmf that
Al

mustmud:.nts oceu! rdan

:

T ca reported
S\mﬂarly. 492 cases were reported
from Peshawar, 390 Swat. 369
Nowshera, and 200 Charsadda

The number of similar incidents
that occurred in other districts of
the province included Swabi |54
Malakand 143 an 133
Chnm\ IJ Haripur and Mansehra

=,

ster on National Heritage and

Culture, Engr. Amir Mugam chairing the 12th meeting of Steering
Committee of Federal Government Artists Weflare Fund at National

Heritage and Culture Di

Previous govt halted
development process in

Maulana Asad

Mahmood

DERA ISMAIL
KHAN: Federal Minister
for Communication and
Postal Services, Maulana
Asad  Mahmood here
Tuesday accused the pre-
vious  government
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI) for halting develap-
ment process in Khyber
Pakthunkhwa including
Dera Ismail Khan district

Addressing a function
mer the inauguration and
laying foundation
stones of eight me;
development projects by
the prime minister here
today, Maulana Asad
Mahmood said work on
all halted development
projects ha\e been
restarted during the pres-
ent caahlwon govern-
ment's  tenure
record number of projects
was inaugurated by, the

rime it

fuhammad Shehbaz
Sharif’ during Ins four vis-
fsinD

He said mesc develop-
ment communication
projects on completion

would make DI Khan an
international trade and
business

said the Govt has
restored confidence in
investors and expedited
wark on CPEC projects
He said work on three
gnd stations in D1 Khan
was. started out of which
one was completed,
another was near comple-
tion and work on other
ew[iedued
lhe Federal Minister
said that Hakla-Dera
Ismail Khan Motorway
was the landmark project
that had expedited pace
of economic development
in the entire area

of

He said after 2013 gen:
eral election, the conspir-
started agitation  cessful

nst the elected ==e\-

ators

nment af
Minister
the

of motorways ai

-
projects. fm stabilization
and
eration of’ g'ol“ for vouﬂv

of the econon

He said that
Shal

ina 1o dess

people of
development.
The oppos
hip including
times elected
"

d and vuurmz.ml_ ina ment's
d to impose an unjusti-

fied government
destroyed

ues :Iun o 2!

ahm:
llml PDM
peacelu] sl

< Bnithits
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Mulnnunad
Nawaz Sharif after he
started CPEC projects,
development
Gwadar Port, 1dnelworl.

ovt was removed
bilize the
country and deprived the
stan of

n leader-
three-
rm.e min-

the national
economy and social val-

Iaunched
pele against
the unjustified govern-
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ment and overthrow
Imran Niazi during a suc-
no-confidence

metion at the parliament
due to the successful
movement of PRDM

He said JUIF would
accept free and transpar-
of ent elections in the coun-
neered elections would
not be accepted
n- Addressing a function
after the i ration and
laying  of undation
stones of eight mega
development projects by
the prime minister here
today, Maulana Asad
Mahmood said work on
all halted develapment
projects  have  been
restarted during the pres-
ent coaliion” govern-
tenure and a
record number of pr 5
was inaugurated by the
rime ister
fuhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif durir
its in
th

Nawaz

was

that

munication _projects on
completion INP
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Pakistan urges UN Peacebuilding Commission to
address situations in Kashmir, Afghanistan

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan has urged the I’wubulldmg Commission (PBC), the UN body that supports

R e efforts in conflict-affected
Kashmir “Peacebuilding is a grow

countries, to
industry.” r\mbassaclor Munir £
debaied the annual repert on the 31-member Peacebuilding Commission and the Peacebuildi

The Pakistani envoy, recognizing the increasing demands of the Peacebuildine

coverage to include Afghanistan and Jammu and
kram told the UN General Assedmblv which

its

ommission, said its financial

resources are only half of what is requued “Yet we must acknowledge that the PBC’s coverage is not universal,”

he said

“Significant situations such as in Afghanistan and in Jammu and Kashmir are not among those addressed by

the Peacebuilding Commission,”

hile the Commission advice must

Ambassador Akram added
he Commission, he said, must remain responsive to national priori
re% onal cooperation, while spotlighting its a role
v e subslanme it should receive botton
the Government, the resident coordinator and other stakeholders on country.

s and enhance national ownership and

p information and analysis from
ecific situations.

Further, the Pakistani envoy expressed support for expanding financés through additional and innovative

DERA

IAII KHAN: Prime Minister Muhsmmnd Shehbaz Sharif addresses the ground break-

ing and inauguration ceremony of various infrastructure development projeets.

Federal Govt
committed to
mitigate
hardships of
GB’s people:
Tarar
e, pe

stated that 1 the federal government is
committed to mitigate the hardships of

the people of Gilgit-Baltistan.
e was chairing
Islamabad  to

a_meeting in
mahze Power

He said the gov: Emmem will help the
Gilgit Baltistan gOvernment (o Over-
come the s

| was (Fgcm:ﬂl in the meeting that

the Power polic:

'}OJ" wumd bc extended to Gilg
Baltistan to attract investment in
Energy sector in the region. INP

Robber killed in
retaliatory firing

MURIDKE: A mhber was killed in
retaliatory car riders during a
robbery altemp: hewe on Tuesday,
police said

Armed robbers attempted to stop a
car at Salamatpura Ralway crossing
in Muridke and upon nof stopping
starting firing,

In retaliatory firing of car riders,
one robbers natkllle\{ while two man-
aged 1o escape leaving behind the
body of their cohort

e body of killed rabber was shift-
od 10 THQ hospital and police after
registering a case into the incident
started an investigation.I

Judge’s
wife booked for
‘torturing’
teenage maid

ISLAMABAD! The Islamabad
police on Tuesday registered a case
against Somia wife of civil judge
Asim Hafeez for allegedly torturing a
I4-year-old domestic worker, says in
media reports.

he case registered at
Islamabad’s Humak police station on
the complaint or lhe father of young
employee. The First Information
Report (FIR) stated that 14-year-old
Rizwana was a domestic servant of
Civil Judge Asim Hafecz for six
maonths against the monthly salary of
Rs10.000.

Police said that more than 15 torture
marks were found on_the affected
girl's face and body. The seunmly
S EUnio maid ey famedateTy chirt
ed to the District Headquarters {DHO)
Hospital for medical assistance The
doctors of the DHQ Hospital referred
the girl to the Lahore haspital for fur-
ther treatment. Police said that the tor-
ture case will be Iod\%pd at a police sta-
tion in Islamabad

ANF arrests 6,
recovers 265kg
drugs

RAWALPINDI: The Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) on Tuesday claimed to
bust a drug smuggling ring and recoy-
ered 265 kilograms of drugs in six
se?am[e operations across the coumr;;‘_

one of the operations, the AN
raided the Islamabad International
Adrport and recovered 60 ice-filled
capsules from the possession of a
Qatar-bound passenger. The passen-
ger, a resident of Azad Kashmir, was
woing on flight no QR-633.

On the provided information by the
accused, the ANF also arrested a facil-
itator along with a vehicle near Bahnia
Town Rawalpindi. 624 grams of hero-
in were recovered from the accused,
who is also a resident of Azad
Kashmir

In another operation at  the
Islamabad International Airport, the
ANF recovered narcotics from the
possession of a Rivadh-bound passen-
wer, a resident of [.[‘}) er Dir, who was
going on flight no PK-753

In'a third operation, the ANF inter-
cepted a vehicle near Kot Abdul Malik
Moatorway Toll Plaza Sheikhupura and
recovered 912 kilograms of hashish
and 732 kilograms of opium. The
accused, a resident of Islamabad INP

v.us

Speaker NA reaffirms
unwavering commitment
to democracy, principles of
good governance

ISLAMABAD Speaker
National Assembly Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf has reaffirmed unwaver-
g commitment to democracy
and the principles of zood gover-
nance o live up In the expecta-
tions of the nation

Addressing lhe inaugural ses-
sion of Pakistan Governance
Forum in Islamabad on Tuesday,
he said the Mational Assembly as
the backbane of our democracy
plays a pivotal role in safeguard-
ing, the values that define our
nation

driving seat. It should be the par-
liament which deteummec the
<\es\my of the people.

Speaker said we try to
open |he doors of this prestigious
house for its people umlu:hm
children and women 2
said, has boosted the rrust and
confidence of the people on the

parliament

Raja vaiz Ashraf stressed
for prioritizing capacity building
programs for parliamentarians to
strengthen parliamentary gover-
i nancé. He a;m| equipping them

He sard we remain steadfast in -~ with the latest knowledge and
our dedication to serving the skills is vital for effective law
people. He said by upholding making and oversight
democratic values and fostenng He said such imtiatives can
the spirit of cooperation, we can  enhance the understanding of

ot
&

buil a,hom,and moreinclusive  diverse issues from economic
socie policies  to social  weltare
enabling them to make well

Ra{a Pervaiz Ashraf said that
for ideal governance, it is imper- m\nrlneﬁ decasions that serve the
ative the parbament is in th&. nation’s interests

USAID, UNICEF&
JICA fund 113 projects
in Pakistan worth
$0.588 billion

I'\LAM’\B—\D ThL United and hygiene {(WASH), climate
States for ch social pulu.y and
Imernannnal DeveImmem 50 protection, These proj-
(USAID), the United Nations  ects are being implemented in
C ldrens Fund (UNICEF), collaboration with interna-
tional and national non-gov-
ernmental DI‘EHIIIZ&I\(JIIS
(INGOs and NGOs)

and the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (J]Cﬂsf
have separately funded a tota
of 113 projects in Pakistan JICA has pm\-lded 30.129
worth $0.588 billion in 2022, billion in_ funding for eight

The USAID has funded 12 grojects since January 2022
on-budget projects and 353 he disbursements are cate-
off-budget projects, with dis- gorized into loan and grant
bursements of $0.07 hillion  portfoli
and $0.12 billion, respective- The ding from these

Iy three organizations is sup-
UNICEF has_initiated 40 ponmuamdemnue of initia-

projects worth $0.398 billion tives in Pakistan, including

in the areas of health, nutri-

tion, learning and skills, child

protection, water, sanitation,

poverty alleviation, educa-
tion, health, infrastructure,
and governance INP

Importance of
conflict-free South
Asia for a prosperous
future underlined

1 High
Commissioner of Pakistan to
Canada Zaheer A. Jamua has
underlined the importance of con-
flict-free Suulh As|1 for country’s

ISLAMABAD

people of all faiths, cultures and
walks of life.
e said Pakistan needs peace
more than anyone else as it is situ-
ated in a region that has been rav-
aged by conflicts for a long time.
TheH%h Commissioner partic-
wlarl the oppressed
who are in dire
peace after having

endured 76 years of occupation
Earlier, leader of Peace Run
team leader presented peace torch
to High ommissioner _who
thanked oruanizers of the Peace
Run for |u|||m Pakistan High

ous
5 Was slaled by him \'«hlle
talking to members of the Si
Chinmoy Oneness-Home
Run seam that visited the Pdmran
Commission in Ottawa
relaying a peace torch from
its hirthplace in New York to the
World Parhament of Religions m
Chicago, said a press release
received here
elcoming the team and
receiving the peace torch, Zaheer
Janjua Tauded the Pegce Rum |
tiative and of using peac
torch and running from places to
places to promote peace and foster
unity and friendship among the

5 e
efforts Later, Zaheer Janjua ?mld-
ing the peace torch aloft in his
hands, joined the runners and ran
some distance with the Peace Run

am to show support and solidar-
ity for the cause of peace I

ISLAMABA ief of the Naval Staff Admiral
exchan

l% 2 views
ar at Naval Headquarter.

Ishaq

Muhammad Amjad Khan Ni
Fedral Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad

sources, while observin
towards the enc

hat a percentage of peacekeeping budget funds should be kept for peacebuilding
nd of peacekeeping mandates

In addition, the Peacekeeping Fund should be deployed for peacebuilding only: development funds should not
be used for this purpose, Ambassador Akram emphasized
The Commission's performance, he said, should be evaluated on the basis of actual outcomes rather than the
number of mee:mii and engagements

Most other speal
The President of the Gen

al
flict erupts, said: “Peace cannot bl. Ll.p(]:v force.”U
their peace efforts, the 2030 promise for a safe, sustainable future “will_slip
8 years after its creation, the Peacebuildi

stressed Emphasizing th
keep pace with evolvi
functions INP

or adequate funding.
blv Csaba

%

ers, underfi mnE, the m\ ortance of the Commission, spotlighted the value of national experi-
ence and ownership. along

inderscoring the importance of joint efforts before con-
nless Member States place conflict prevention at the core of

beyond the reach of many”, he
Comm\sslon is strategically p]a:ed to

threats, the president encouraged the entity to make greater use of its advisory

FM, State Secretary discuss
regional security situation,
bilateral economic ties

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Foreign
Affairs Bilawal Bhutto Zardari received a tele-

phone call from the U.S.

ing which they discussed the regional security

situation, codperation

Afghanistan, and bilateral trade and economic

cooperation

Both sides expressed satisfaction at the current
positive momentum i Pak-U §. ties durimg tele-
phanic conversation, a statement issued by the
foreign office spokesperson said on Tuesday.

Foreign Minister Bilawal
Pakistan valued its longstanding and broad-based
relationship with the U.S. and wished to further
deepen the partnership. He noted that during the
past one year, apart from holding six Dialogues,
exchange of high-level visits had diversified and
solidified the relationship
foreign minister underhined the prionty
attached to economic and trade relations and
Pakistan’s particular interest in advancmg coop-
eration on climate change and green energy

The

Thanking the U.S. for

that the Standby Arrangement

and the International
would provide impetus

and development imperatives and that Pakistan

LG By-poll on
vacant seats in
Abbottabad,
Peshawar on
August 6

Peshawar: The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has announced that

by-elections  for  the
vacant_seats of Tehsil
Council Haveliyan,
Abbottabad and Tehsil
Council Mathura,

Peshawar will be held on

August 6.

?nmlf‘ on issued by
the ECP said that Dmmcl
Monitoring Offic:
DMOs) and Molmnnnu
Dfficers  have  been
appointed to monitor the
election campaign

‘\Llunonﬁ‘

Deputy

Scut.ur) of State, dur-
for lasting peace in

o

tion,

ation
underscored that

regarding

its support, Bilawal sard  ward.
erween Pakistan
Monetary Fund {IMF)

to Pakistan’s economic

was committed to bringing structural reforms n
its economy to make it more competitive and
attractive for business and foreign investment
The two Foreign Ministers underlined the
mmportance of constructive engagement between
Pakistan and the United States for
secunity and dL‘v‘LlUme'lt m the region
hey also discussed the regional security situa-
including the threat from terrorism, and
reaffirmed their desire to continue close cooper-
for
Afghanistan
The foreign minister noted the importance of
the Black Sea Grain Initiative especially from the
erspective of developing countries and concerns
food security and
stressed the need for continued concerted efforts
with a view to reviving the deal at the earliest
Secretary Blinken stressed that
principles and respect for the rule of law are cen-
tral to the U.S -Pakistan relatonship and these
values will continue to guide this partnership for-

romoting

lasting peace and stability 1n

inflation, and

democratic

This was the fourth telephone call between
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutte Zardan and
Secretary Blinken since the Foreign Minsster
assumed his responsibilities INP

Collaborative actions
needed to bring country out of
prevailing crises: Ahsan

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Planning and Development Ahsan
Igbal on Tuesday called for collective
and collaborative actions to bring the
country out of prevailing crises.

Speaking at the inaugural session of
Pakistan ~ Governance Forum in
Islamabad, he said governance has lu
be agile to adopt the challenges
innovations and 1o ensure the order m
e society
f\lmn I;!l)n\

while acknowledging
stable, transparent anﬁ
le L{\\ernmme said the PML-
ernment presented Vision-2025 in the
car 2013, which served as a compre-
ensive as inspirational roadmap for
P\klslau 's future development
e plans which we made for
p of the country became the

ibreel
Rﬂzd has bwn a umu.d
bRio Hivel:

-’\bh:mahad md E]eclmn
Officer Peshawar for
Mathura Peshawar,

The ECP advised the
candidates to adhere 1o
the code of CUTUJLILI o((hc
election
Returning Oﬁlu,rs ERO J
will announce the final
results of the elections on
August 8.

he by-elections are

eing held after the resig-
nations of two PTI mem-
bers  of the Tehsil
Councils INP

OIC chief
lauds
Pakistan’s
efforts to
combat,
counter
Islamophobia

ISLAMABAD: OIC
Secretary General Hissein
Brahim” Taha has com-
mended Pakistan’s efTorts
to combat and counter
Islamophobia and appre-
ua‘(tddlht. b

eading role playe:
Pahstani’m thlspreyzrd z}l

e LUN. He was talking to
rmelg\ Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari over the
telephone on  Tuesday
The telephone call was
made hi. oreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
against the backdrop of
recurring incidents of the
desecration of the Holy
Quran_in Sweden and
other European countries

Condemning the despi-
cable acts, the foreign
minister briefed the OIC
Seeretary General about
the resolution aderPled by
the Parliament of Pakistan

in_a joint siting on 6 of
obser-

this ‘month and
vance of °
Tagaddus Quran’
Pakistan on 7th of this
month } Bilawal
Bhutto appreciated the
urgency with which OIC
is responding to these rep-
rehensible acts INP

NATIONAL HIGHW A

DERA ISMAIL K
and lays the foundation stane of vas

ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif inaugurates
s infrastructure development projects.

wictim of so-called change that we wit-
nessed after the elections of 2018, he

ed.

The minister said the PML-N, during
its previous term in the government,
overcame the challenges of terrorism,
load shedding and sky-rocketing price
hike.

He said today Pakistan can come out
of this qu'\unure only through positive
under which we all Pakistams
can act as "Team Pakistan'. He said we
have to develop the ability that the dif-
ferences cannot be bigger than our
identity as Pakistanis.

Ahsan Igbal said we must come
together to work as one nation in order
to fix prob]ems of Pakistan despite that
we  ma hold our  political
opinions. n\F

Cherry orchards and
Packhouses can export
cherries to China

ISLAMABAD: Now, 90 cherry
orchards and 15 cold treatment facilities
and Packhouses can export chernes to

This is a huge achievement of
Pakistan government where Department
of Plant Protection under the MNFSR in
close cc\l\ﬂborauon mlh Ministry of
Commerce. evelopment
Authority of Pa!.\snu (TDAP), Gilgit-
Baltistan Rural Support Programme

BRSP), pgriculture _Department
ilgit- Ba]l\stan (GB), Chamber of
Commerce GB became able to pitch
achieved this market access for cherries
exports to China, according lo a report
carried by Gwadar Pre on

This brings good news especially to
the farmers of GB, as the am s

economy can also look for enhaneimy
exports in other domains as well by
improving quality standards as per glob-
al markets This agreement opens a gate-

way to further exports to international
markets given the quality standards
of

gradation more

L]
orchards and acllmes are in pipeline
with DPP, 1o make them at par with
order to

international standards in
achieve major shares in higl
kets of Asia. Europe,
America (USA) and Auslrﬂ\la and obtain
their registration for e:;yon to China
also Pakistani Minister of National Food
Security and Research, Tariq Bashir
Cheema, said that the gmemmenl had
succeeded to resolve 12 years long
pending issue of market access of cher-
ries exports from Pakistan to China
General Ailmm\slmlmm of Customs,

China  (GA confirmed  the
Department of P\am Protection (DPP),
Minis ational Food Security and

of
Research (MNFS&R), that Pakistam
businessmen could export cherries to
China from DPP registered orchards and
Packhouses T

Monsoon rains lower
air pollution, improve
air quality in Capital

ISLAMABAD: The torrential mon-
soon rains besides plummeting the
scorching heat across the country has
also lowered air pollution ~ and
improved air quality in Capital in par-
ticular.

Since me onset of the recent mon-

soon spell, the air pollution in me
metropolis remained -
longed rainy weather helped in con—

tammg air pollutants ration in the
atmosphere
A daily air quality report of the

Pakistan’ Environmental Protection
Agency  (Pak-EPA) indicated a
reduced ratio of “air pollutants,

recorded below permissible limits,
and the air guality was healthy. The
Agency is responsible to ensure the
protection of the environment under
the Pakistan Environmental
Protection Act 1997,

The hazardous air pollutant partic-
ulate matter of 2.5 microns (PM2.5)
which was a hazardous atmospheric
contaminant, remained 1 micro
grammes per cubic meter on average
which was higher than the NEQS of
35 mic-programmes per cubic mefer
and denoted the air quality unhealth-

y PM25 is generated through the
cnmbuulnn of an Cl\"\l\e industrial
emissions, burning  parbage or

inflammable material and dust blown
up by fast-moving cars plying on
non-cemented patches of the roads.
Thc EPA officials L\mmud that the
emission
iles was one of |he leading
cause of bad air quality. Industrial
emissions were already subsided due
ta carbon-absorbing advanced tech-
nology installed at various steel man-
ufacturing units. INP




