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Court declares
appointment of 32
coordinators to CM
Balochistan illegal

Syed Ali Shah

UETTA The
Balochistan High Court
declared  the
appointment of 32 coordi-
nators and two spokesper-
sons to Chief Minister
Balochistan as illegal and
null and void, A division
bench of the BHC compris-
1ng Chief Justice, Mr.
ustice, Nacem Akhtar
.-’\ﬂ,hdn and Mr. Justice
Amir Rana passed this
order on a constitutional
petition.
Senior  lawyer, Sadig
Khilji Advocate, and others
had challenged the
appointment of coordina-
tors and two spokesperson
to the CM Balochistan in
lhe high  court The
spokespersons include
Farah Azeem Shah and
Babar Yousafzai.

The court
directs all
coordinators
to return

official
belongings
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lection Act amended to
orant additional

owers to interim set-up

Quetta: Security

The court directed the sacked
cnmdmmm and spokesy e-sc\ns

Province
was facing
a serious
financial

crisis,Mn

to the Services and Pe

Adm ration

(S&GAD). All 32 coordinators
and spokespersons should retumn
all ofticial helm|g‘mgs to the gov-

Balochistan had dppmnmd 32

on high alert

News Desk

QUETTA: Se: Iy
been placed on a }ub alen
on the eve of Muharram ul
Haram in Quetta, the

rovincial  capital = of
alochistan province
Over 5,000 policemen
have been deployed in the
city to maintain order
Besxdes the frontier corps,
the Pak Army has also
been kept on’standby to
tackle any untoward situa-
uou in the provincial capi-
Strict security meas-
ures have been adopted by
the Balachistan govern-
ment on the eve of Aushra
procession

7th
Muharram
procession
taken out in
Quetta

e i
According to the details
about the Tth  of
Muharram, a mnumm
procession consisting
groups of Zul-linah, wa=
taken out on s
from Imambargah Kalan
Prince Road under the
leadership of Balochistan
hia Conference President
Jawad Rafiee, Central
Anjuman Traders
Balochistan Register,
Abdul Rahim Kakar.
Passing through Aris
School “Road, ~ Archer

Llaqual Bazar, Over 5,000 person- occasion of the pro-
rince Road and ending al pel of the Police cession Moreover,
Imambargah Nasir -

on Mekangi Road, FC and f J
police on the roofs and Sonnel were deployed Interior and Tribal
of markets, in the mountains, and  Affairs of
shops and houses on the  ATF and FC person- Balochistan suspend-

route of the procession to v
monitar the procession nel were ]pannlhn}: ed the mobile phone

while 200 Levies per-  the Department of

the city. While moni-  service, including the

5000!)0’[(‘3 toring the procession, 9th - of Muharram.
personnel
deployed ward incident on the Ashura procession

the Pakistan Army Mobile phone service
was kept on standby will also be closed on
to deal with any unto-  the occasion of the

PCS examinations: Chairman BPSC calls on | 2 women killed when

Deputy Speaker Balochlstan Assembly

an extension in the schedule. The
secretariat has already Staff Reporter
ter to the commission
Mhmnlstrallon in this regar

C is all set to hold the

Staf Reparier

ETTA: Chalrﬁ[an
Balochistan Fubhc Service

Salik Khan c:lled on !!le Deputy

Speaker of the Balochistan
Assembly, Sardar Babar
Musakhail on Wednesday. The
BPSC chairman called on the

de| ulg speaker  after
ista

n Assembly demanded
of the commission administration

to extend the date for the
examinations.

Sources 1n the assembly secre-
tariat said, the deputy speaker
conveyed the concern and reser-
vations of candidates to the
Chairman of BPSC and demanded

sent a

Was not

assembl

e e e
However, the candidates complain
S speclsl examination was P

ing in October and it ice reached the spot and cordoned off the
ossible for them to get pre- area to investigate the incident. The motive
oth cumpamve examinations | behind the attack could not be ascertained imme-

that the C!
also fast-approachi

pered for
he same tim

accused opened fire at
a rickshaw in Quetta

QUETTA:
Unknow
accused opened

PCS examinations on August 17,
2023, in Balochistan. # ghrsiwd;nc‘i‘ er‘l‘l'bd

PCS examinations
on August 17,

two wnmen m

gﬂl:\l]le Icwn
on)

i ce 50
2023)."' salpd one man was also injured in the a“?ﬁk "
olice said both women traveling in the rick-
Baiﬂc’"smn shaw were dead on the spor. The |rE\Julred person

was rushed to the civil hospital Quétta for med-
|cal tt’ealmenr The attackers escaped unhurt from

tely,

Retired judge or bureaucrat shouldn’t
be picked as caretaker PM: Sanaullah

50 natural-
e Hhis {Dar wnu]d

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah
has said that a politician should be
appointed as caretaker prime minis-
1er as retmed judges of bureaucrats
are not “neutral” as well and set
aside reports that Finance Minister
Ishag Dar was nominated by the
ruling party for the coveted slot.

PML-N did not
suggest Dar's
name for slot of
interim premier:
minister

In an interview with a local TV
channel on Wednesday, the security
czar rejected reports fl im the ruling

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) suggested the name of

he said, rrmn
other parties can also be nominated
for the slot of intenim prime minis-
ter. “From the PPP, Raza Rabbani’s § ance  with orders,
Lahore’s Special Court
as &(‘enlml] on_Wednesday
irected the finance min-
istry to stop the salaries
of the Punjab ins e:,l(w
PML-N) — a major partner in the § general of palice (1
al\mnu, = has dwdul to

Sanaullah's statement comes
mainstream media quoted the rul-
ing insiders as saying that the
Eugue Nawaz

for the slul of the interim pre-
However, the federal minister
|fa polluclau is to be appoint=

the media repor!s Not only
nnlmcal comimentators criticise the

Pakistan
— a key ally
PML-N af the Centre Weh Desk || former Punjab chief min-

be
ed as care:'nk:\ pr e minister
not any technocrat, retired bureau-

Irked by noencompli-

G prison_and the hum&.
secretary for not pmduc—
that the §ing Pakistan Tehreel
ﬂnance minister's appointment as || Insaf (PTI I"resldem

M would aise questions | Chaudhry Paree. Elahi
of the interim | before it
leaders rejected Local  court Judge
did | Bakht Fakhar Bahzad
issued the orders while
earing a money launder-
ing case filed against the

PunJab's top officials to ‘go
without pay’ for not producing
Parvez Elahl in court

notices on the trio and
directed them to submit
their reply on August 5.
Expressing its_ annoy-
ance, the court observed
that it was incomprehen-
sible how the state shows
negligence over kceﬁmg
4 person in prison without
producing them in court
In his written order, the
judge expressed his
anger, saying how the
authorities dared to shift a
susg:cl who was in judi-
cial custody without the

ﬂ:swdrs slnppmg Rs30, ODU on each of the p:rnnssm “of the court
I'he sa]arlns of the top  officer A prisoner is

. the court also In addmun to this, the nappedbvlhrm Uﬁlcus
a fine of court served show-cause noted the court Web Desl

Election Act amended to grant additional

émm session of the Parliament on Wednesday passed amendments to
the Election Act 2017, granting the caretaker
actions or du:i sions rcg,unh ng existing bilateral

and prr;]
lections (Amendment) Bill, "023 was presented by Parliamentary
ﬂ'aws Mm]ster urtaza Javed Abbas
N had on Sunday anmunoed that an amendment was bein;
mrmduocd IO cmp(:wcf the interim setup to have powers similar to that o

an elected govern:

“The interim setup mu not be confined to day-to-day affairs of the gov-
ernment fill elections are held. An amendment is being brought (to the
Constitution) to empower the caretaker setup to take i important decisions
like an elected government does,” PML N supreme leader ’s spokesperson

Muhammad Zubair earlier told

e amendment is among severm others being proposed to the elections
laws ahead of polls u.hzduTcd to take place Later this year
However, during a joint session of the Parliament a day earlier, obj
tions were raised to the amendment afier which it was deferred for a ay
hen the session resumed teday, Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar said

overnment powers to take
or multilateral agreements

powers to interim set-up

the govenment had prepared a new draft of the said amendment after con-
cems were raised by the allies and opposition members.

“Apart from Section 230, there was 100 per cent consensus on all the
other amendments,” he said. Tarar clarified that whlle it was being said that
the amendment to Section 230 was made a day earlier, “the truth is that the
changes were proposed five days back via WhatsApp and email” o mem-
bers of the Parliamen-tary Committee on Electoral forms “But the com=
mn(cc was called i:f:am today and examined the amendment to Section 230

in." he said, adding that the members of the commitiee deemed the
changes “unnecessary” Tarar further said that a new drafi of the amend-
ment, to slmphfy Section 230, had been shared by Commerce Minister
Naveed Qamar. “Rest of the amendmems that have been circulated are
those on which there is 100pc consensus.” The draft of the law, a coj
which is available with Dawn.com, said: “Provided that sub-sections
2 shall not apply where the caretaker government has to take ucuons or
dmmnns Tegar m_g existing bilateral or mulfilateral agreements or the
projects already initiated under the Public anale Fan.ﬂerslatp Au(hoﬂry
Act Zm‘:’ the Inter-Gi 2022,
the Privatisation Commission Ordinance 2000."Web Desk




Editor Asim Khan

32 coordinators to CM

QUETTA VOICE

Balochistan !

In less than a vear, Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Quddus Bizenjo

has appointed 31 coordinators, The _atpp
s in the pipeline. In all notificat

dinators
Administration

apﬂomlsd on an “honorary” basis. ) .
onorary or paid, coordinators are a burden on the province facing a
serious financial crisis and hardly maintaining the fragile financial con-
dition Chief Minister Balochistan has already appointed all 14 provin-
cial ministers, and 5 advisers as per the 18th constitutional amendment,
The question arises, what is the need for new recruitment of a crowd of
coordinators? The answer is simple, this 1s just an attempt to please well-

wishers and influentials.

Offices alloted for some coordinators
Although, the government claims to have appointed them on an hon-
orary basis, moreover, some of the coordinators have been allotted
offices, Who pays for the stafT and accommodation given io the coordi-

nators? Administration
across the

rovinge. U

intment of a furiher three coor-
ions, the Services, and General
partment (S&GAD) said the coordinators were

rovides them with security, whenever they roam
nnecessary protocols and security have already

disturbed the routine life of the people across Balochistan. When the

overnment removed unnecessary check posts on h%h v
the province, people appreciated this step taken by Chief

Quddus Bizenjo.

ys throughout
Minister Mir

Friendly opposition should also play a role in ensuring financial

discipline

Given Balochistan’s serious financial crisis, the coalition government
coupled with the friendly and powerful opposition must ensure financial
discipline. The government needs to reduce non-development expendi-
tures and increase the development budget to improve the socioeconom-

ic condition of the peopl
provinee is lag;
i

The pro :
social indicators incl

e

ing behind all other provinces in terms of key
ing education, health, sanitation, clean drinking

water, etc. The government has to focus on improving governance ang
reducing non-development expenditures rather than appointing coordi-
nators on a mere political basis.

EDITORIAL
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Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Climate  change
steams  unbeatable
challenges in the
future. According to
the World ank
report, Pakistan
stands 6th in affectee
of climate change.
The awful and deagly
floods of 2010, and
2011, extremely dry
weather in a rainy
area, and fluctuation
in actual climate pal-
tern 15 alarming and
despairing signs
among  all  the
dwellers of the town.

Climate ~ Change
and  Agriculture in

akistan

In addition,
Pakistan is a semi-
arid country. The
focal and dependent
source of water is
from the snow-cov-
ered Himalayan and
the Karakorum in the

Northern reas,
Indus, Thelum
Chenab, Ravi, and

the Sutlej rivers flow
through ~ this area
Within the water cal-
culus, the country’s
entire agriculture” is
dependant on water
flow from the Indus

Tiver.
Glacial flood out-

burst also poses a
serious threat 1o the
country’s climate in
the Karakorum range
The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type
placiers, which are
characterized b
unsteady movements
and frequent frontal
advances of glaciers,
As result, it causes
natural hazards by

obstructing river
channels, ~ forming
ice-dammed  lakes,

which will ultimately
cause GLOFs ani
pose threats down-
stream of the water.
After =~ meaningful
analysis, 1t revealed
that 'a surge between
1998 and 2002 gener-
ated 6 GLOFs.
Damages b;
Climate Change:
Meanwhile, rigor-
ous critical explo-
ration of the Attabad
Lake of Hunza Valley
in Gilgit-Baltistan is
the distinctive event
to justify the future
threats “of climate
change in the center
of freshwater. The
lake flooding dis-
placed more than

6,000 people from
upstream villages and
inundated over 19
kilometers _of  the
Karakorum Highway.

Recently, global
warming and subse-
quent climate chmFe
have increased the
constant state of fear
and the risk of mis-
sive_outburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountainous region,
The comprehensive
field evidence, local
testimonies by the
natives, modern
applications of
remote sensing, and
cross-correlation fea-
ture-tracking  tech-
niques provides the
improved  under-
standing of glacier
surges and ice-dam

farmation disclosed
the scale future
threat.

Glaciers in
Pakistan:

Tt is also noted, his-
torically, in  the

Karakorum Range 39
Elaciers are responsi-
le for ice-dam for-
mation. On the other
hand, 36 glaciers
build ice barriers in
the running rivers
due  to frontal

advance, near to the

densely  populated
areas of the
Karakorum  region.

By constant observa-
tion of the prevailin

and growing threat o

climate change, it is
airing the endless
future threat only due
to the GLOFs, For
instance, the Indus
River System (IRS

is the jugular vein o

irrigation in Pakistan.
It is providing water
for almost 90% of the
food product in
Pakistan. The ice-
dam formation due to
the GLOFs will slow
down the water flow-
g pace downstream.
And could raise a
deep impasse among
the units for water
distribution formula.
In the end, it will ulti-
mately surface the
challenge of food

insecurity in
Pakistan,
The  Karakorum

Range, more impor-
tantly, is the home of
the anticipating One
Belt  One  Road
Imtiative (OBOR) by
giving \A_'lth a poten-
tial corridor through
the Karakorum

Syed Mansoor Ahmed
Highway from
Khunjerab to the sea-

ort at Gawadar in
alochistan (CPEC)
on the Indian Ocean
Therefore,  the
smooth running of
the traffic on the
roads is the keynote
for progressive eco-
nomic development
While the ice barriers
in rivers due to
frontal advance could
inundate the black-
tops of the
Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and
dissolution of roads
will give birth 1o
never-ending  chal-
lenges due to the fac-
tor of GLOFs
In the same run
these  lakes and

GLOFs attracted

media, political, and

scientific  attention
because of the repeat-
ed outburst of floods.

S0, it needs the heart

blood as well as col-

lective effective
efforts to bring down
the scale of the future
threat_without caus-
ing infinite miseries.

he writer is a

Public Policy Analyst

an Lecturer —at

BUET, Khuzdar.

Pakistan is wobbling
in choppy waters, liter-
ally as well as figura-
tively. A natural disaster
has overlapped a politi-
cal crisis. There is a
growing sense of fore-
Boding about what may
happen during the next
few days. Dark clouds
are hovering on the
horizon. Again, poli
cally and meteorologi-
cally.

Besause of how popu-
lar  imagination s
hooked on politics, not
enough attention is paid
by the media to the rain
emergency that has
deepened during  the
East few weeks. There
ave been reports in the
main news bulletins but
almost mo mention is
made of the misery of
millions of citizens
ACrOsS Vsl Lerraing in
talk shows and other
regular features.

And just when the
magnitude  of  the
calamity was beginning
to_break into the con-
sciousness of our opin-
ion makers, the Shahbaz
Gill episode has sudden-

become the nation’s
‘Oremost preaccupation.
For once, this would be

timate distraction,
sidering its possible
tical fallout, The
dramatic developments
that were played out on
Friday are likely to
become a catalyst in the
ongoing power struggl

In many ways, the |
tiative rests with Imran
Khan to take decisive
political action. He has
certainly been building
up the tempo with large

public rallies and the
show staged in Lahare
on eve of the
Independence Day must
have boosted the confi-
dence of his supporters
It was a well-designed
political extravaganza
But what happened on
Friday could not have
been” a part of any
glanncd strategy. After
hahbaz Gill's arrest for
allegedly inciting
mutiny among armes
forces in a statement
telecast live by ARY,
Imran Khan himself and
other PTI leaders were
cautiously  distancing
themselves from the
remarks made by the
party’s most strident
spokesperson. In  the
Senate, PTI leader
Faisal Javed was cate-
orical in repudiating
the stance that had been
adopted by Shahbaz
Gill.All this changed on
Frida after video
recordings of how
Imran an’s chief of
stalf was brought to
court became_ viral
There he was visibly in
ain and crying out for
is respiratory mask A
clip was shared by the
PTI's official Twitter
account, describing the
scene as “heartbreak-
ing” Irrespective of a
contradictory statement
of the Islamabad police
and partisan assertions
that Shahbaz Gill had
been certified as healthy
in a medical report, the
visuals and allegations
made by PTI leaders
seriously raised the
issue of torure. It is
something the federal

government would have
to deal with against the
backdrap of rising ten-
sians,

Imran Khan took the
charge of torture to
another level and said in
a tweet: “All the pic-
tures & videos show
clearly Gill was tortured
both mentally & physi-
cally incl sexual abuse —
most 100 gruesome (o
relate” He immediately
went into action and
drove 1o the Pakistan
Institute of Medical
Sciences (Pims) to see
Shahbaz Gill, where the
PTI leader was sent by
the sessions court.

Not allowed to meet
his chief of staff, he
announced protest ral-
lies in _support of
Shahbaz Gill across the
country, with he himself’

leading one in
Islamabad on Saturday
evening, Hence the

threat of public disorder
has become real. That
Punjab is now governed

by the PTI, care of
Parvez Elahi, may
strengthen Imran

Khan’s hand to some
extent. Yet, there is con-
siderable ambiguity
about how_the powers
that be will deal with
the unfolding scenario.
Already, proceedings
against Ilmran Khan
have been initiated with
reference to the Election
Commission of
Pakistan’s verdict on
foreign funding and the
Toshakhana case. On
Friday, the ECP issued
noticés of Imran Khan,
Fawad Chaudhry and
Asad Umar for making

In choppy waters

“intemperate and con-

temptuous  remarks”
against the electoral
watchdog

With a renewed focus
on this fateful political
conflict, the rain disas-
ter and massive disrup-
tion in the lives of a
large number of peoﬁle
will remain somewhat
in the background. But
there is one incident that
intertwines the rain dis-
aster with the current
golhicn} upheaval,

omething seems mys-
terious about this con-
nection and how it is
evolving.l am referring
to that tragic helicopter
crash in which we lost
six  army  personnel,
includin Lt-Gen
Sarfraz Ali, This crash
took place in Lashela, a
district _of Balochistan
on the first day of this
month. Now, this was a
flood relief operation
and bad weather was
said to be a reason for
the accident.

Strangely, this heli-
copter crash prompted a
negative campaign in
the social media of such
anature that the military
authorities had to take
cognisance. In a press
conference this week.

Defence  Minister
Khawaja Asil' blamed
Imran Khan for “patron-

mn%" his Chief of Staff
Shahbaz Gill and others
for launching this cam-
paign._In any case, an
extensive investigation
is in progress and some
arrests have been made.

Meanwhile, the full
extent of the devastation
caused by the rains, in

terms of lives lost and
property destroyed, has
not been adequately
explored by the national
media. And more floods
have been predicted in
the coming days. Not
many human stories of
suffering  have been
reported 1o underline
the gravity of this disas-
ter.

It is not surprising
that the foreign media
has demonstrated the
right editorial judgment
by ng more attention
to Pakistan’s rain havoc
than to its political eri-
sis. On Wednesday, The
Guardian had a detailed
report_with this head-
line: “Pakistan floods
kill 580 and bring mis-
eri to millions™ The
sub-heading said-
“Government  accused
of inaction as down-
pours leave schools
destroyed. homes
ruined, ecrops Failing.
and cholera on the rise
On JI{)’ . The New
York Times had a story
“Pakistan’s deadly flood
season worsened by cli-
mate change and bad
infrastructure”

Yes, we do have our
daily clips of the flood
situation, mainly of
ferocious currents cut-
ting across roads and
bridges and poor settle-
ments. On Thursday, a
car was swept away by
the flood waters of
Malir River in Karachi,
with its seven passen-
gers all drowned. But it
was not a lead story and
lacked personal details
about the lives that were
lost

Sanitation System

in Qu

uetta is the

ity of
luchistan,
the  largest
rovince of the

slamic
Republic of Pakistan_ It is
located at an altiude of
1,61 between the
important
hojak passes
on route
Afghanistan, The town
and suburbs have grown
tremendousl.
20 years, and hold now an
estimated population of
2 million. Inadequate
wastewater and
waste disposal, storm
drainage and flood
control sericusly affect
the  existing = water
resources as well as the
urban environment.
Sanitation refers to_pub-
lic  health conditions
related to clean drinking
water and &#39;
ment and disposal of
excreta and

simteg\ca]l
Bolan and

solid

already ineffective sew-

erage system.  Sariab
Road, abzal  Road,
Hreweg Road, Spiny
Road, Rasi Road, Mizan
Chowk, Prince Road,
Musa Colony. Wahdal
Colony and Nawan Killi

were among
areas where sewage
water had accumulated
due to choking of the
drainage system. nly a
ew areas like Satellite
Town, Shahbaz Town
Jinnahi Town and Model
Town were established
with  some lannin;
There are 315 slums and
underserved areas located
in 44% of the 50 Union
Councils of Quetta_city,
57% slums are not found
in any of the government
records. Quetta city has 2
Million Ebupulahon out of

which 35% lives in slums
and

underserved areas.
13% residents of these

disadvanzged areas are

contact  with
feces s part of sanita-
tion, as is hand washing
with soap. Sanitation sys-
tems aim to  protect
human health by provid-
ing a clean ‘
environment that will
stop the transmission of
disease, especially
through the Fecal oral
route. For example, diar-
rhea, a main cause of
and stunted

aither in the province or
are. of cther nationaiities
(mostly Afghans). The
provincial —capital _of
b

etta,

Qarani where the water is
accumulated.  On ong
side the tall claims of
cleaning the drainage ;elrs-
tem, while on the other
the dirty water on the
roads had made the life of
shop owners and resi-
denis miserable. People
have demanded of the
Metropolitan officials to
get the sewerage system
cleaned. The dirty ‘water
accumulated on the roads
has  laid bare the
’\'llisvmpb\ltar\ team’s and
the

autherities’ tall claims
about cleanliness. The

e
immense difficulties for
the people. So the sug-
ested solution s to stop
umping chemicals and
waste into the environ-
ment, develop sanitation
and raise awareness on
best hygiene practices,
Reducing the number of
people practicing open
defecation.  Increasing
the number of people
with access to basic sani-
tation facilities and the
amount of fecal waste

over 700 tons of solid
waste every day, but the
administration 15 only
capable of ds:.pusl_ngn?l‘
around 300 tons of it The

ders in the area, while
some of it is used to grow
les. As the sewer-

rowth in children, can
B retloed Hwnghiae:
quate sanitation ~  The
unpleasant smell of the
sewage water dismayed
aver prevailing unhygien-
ic sanitary _conditions in
Quetta. " The garbage
dumped into the drains
daily has fully choked the

age system is clogged
dity “water accumuiated

on "the streets. People
found it
difficult to walk in

most areas like Mikangi
Road, Im “howk,
Mission Chowk, Koral
oad, Gawalmandi
Chowk, Browri and

ffectively captured and
treated on-site, or col-
lected, transported, and
< offsite.
Improving the ability of
educational and health
systems fo
manage sanitation and
hygiene facilities in
institutions and afford-
ability and availability of
sanitation _produets and

peo;
safely manased sanita-
tion services, handwash-
ing with soap at eriical
times and the rate of safe
management of house-
hold annkmg water.

Demographic engineering

Indian authorities have
recently permitted tem
rary residents in In
Tilegally Occupies
Jammu™ and_
{TIOJK) to register as vot-
ers. This is yet another
attempt by the Indian
sﬂ\mnmem to change the

emographic features of
Kashmir,

This mave follows the
promulgation of a new
domicile law after the
repeal of Ariicle 370 of
the Indian constitution,
revoking the special sta-
s of the state and its
bifurcation into two terri-
tories, The announced
measure is likely to add
2.5 million more voters,
which the local

IP govemnment to alter
the demographics of the
n:qiqn .

1 is a sinister move to
convert  the  Muslim
!naéunry into a_minority
in due course of fime and
has nightly been rejected
and — condemned by
Pakistan_ The action cori-
stitutes the blatant viola-
tion of the Geneva
Convention and the UN
resolutions  on  the
Kashmir dispute. After
the end of World War 11,
as a consequence of the
initiative taken by _the
International Committee

Red Cross, the
Diplematic Caonference
for the Establishment of
Tnternational Convention
for Protection of Victims
of War was held in
Geneva, which adopted
the fourth Geneva
Cenvention on 12 August
1949 It is one of the four
treaties of the Geneva
Conventions.
While the first three

conventions dealt with
combatants, the fourth
eneva Convention was
the first to deal with
humanitarian protections
for civilians in a war
zone. Currently, I?.b
countries are to the
1949 Nﬂ{}eﬂe"a
Conventions,

In 1993, the UN
Security Council adopted
a report from the secre-
tary general and a com-
mission of experts which
concluded  that  the
Geneva Conventions had

passed into the body of

customary international
law, thus making them
binding even on non-sig-
natories to the conven-
tions  whenever  they
engage in armed con-
flicts

Article 27 of the
Geneva IV states
“Protected persons are
entitled, in all circum-
stances, to respect for
their pégsons, their_hon-
our, their family rights,
their religious ~ convic-
tions and practices, and
their manners and cus-
toms. They shall at all
times be humanely treat-
ed, and shall be protected
especially against all acts

violénce or threats
thereof  and  against
insults and public curiosi-

L
Anticle 49 of the
Geneva IV says: “The
Occupying Power shall
not déport or transfer
parts of its_own
population into the terri-
tory it occupies " Article
n
High
Contracting Parties
specifically agree that
«each of them is prohibited
from taking any measure

of such a character as o
cause the physical suffer-
ing or extermination of
otected persons in their
ands. This prohibition
applies not enly to mur-
der, torture, corporal pun-
ishments ... but also to
any other measures of
brotality by civilian or
military agents.”

Giving voting rights to
non-residents and allow-
]nﬁ people from  the
Indian mainland to_buy
Bmpenj,' in TIOJK is in

reach of Aricle 49 of

the  fourth  Geneva
Convention.
_ Indian security forces
in 1IOJK are the Uct:xt_py—
ing power by all defini-
tions since’ Kashmir’s
fate, as per UN resolu-
tions, is to be decided
through a plebiscif
under the aus i
world bo?}. a Eosm(_m
which the UNSC has reit-
erated in its three infor-
mal _meetings after the
Modi regime revoked the
state’s special status.

After the scrapping of
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, the entire
population of Kashmir is
under siege, and they
have been denied contact
with the outside world,
there is a complete lock-
down in the valley, and
people are not even given

access 10 mosques
International media,
human rights organiza-
tions like  Amnesty
International and even

UN Human Rights com-
mission in its reports has
corroborated blatant vio-
lations of human rights in
NOJK. The discovery of
mass graves at 38 sites
also lends currency to the
inhumane treatment of

Malik

the local pepulation by
]udlﬁn sacr\[m}l‘y Ifgrces
rough the foregoin,
actions lﬁdix has notngunlg
torn asunder the fourt
eneva Convention but
also pummelled the UN
resolutions with regard to

the  plebiscite ~  and
breached  international
law with impunity.

is indeed regrettable

that neither the UN nor
the big powers have
shown real interest in
stopping India in its
tracks and resolving the
Kashmir conflict as_per
the UN resolutions. Their
indifference to the devel-
opments taking place in
the valley and the fallout

of those provocative
measures is encouraging
Indian hegemonic

designs in the region.
Tncia i3 being ruled by

a dichard follower of the

supremacist RSS ideclo-

gy of ] utva, which
takes i Ipmunn from
Nazism. It has already

started showing its ugly
face in the form "of
enhanced Indian hostility
towards Pakistan. Indian
leaders have repeatedly
threatened Pakistan of
dire consequence, and on
February 2019, India
made its intentions clear
when it sent planes to
bomb imagined terrorist
camps in Balakot, osten-
sibly in retaliation for the
Pulwama incident. It is
interesting to note that an
Indian iwmallpt <lose to
the BIP regime later
revealed  fthat the
Pulwama incident was
stage-managed by the
Modi government to win
elections and find an
excuse o take action
against Pakistan.

hammad Ashraf

India has also been
supporting insurgency in
Balochistan and acts of
terrorism throughout the
country as corroborated
by the revelations made
by the captured Indian
spy Kulbhushan Jhadav.

s it not a pity that a
state which has shown na
respect for UN resolu-
tions, international law
and the_fourth Geneva
Convention is being sup-
ported for a permanent
seat the  Security
Council, besides prop-
ping it up as a regional
Superpower through
transfer of nuclear tech-
nology and NSG waiver,
in complete violation of
the  Nuclear  Non-
Proliferation Treaty?

They fail to realize that
any such eventuality
would lead to perennial
instability in the region
and foreclose any chance
of resolution “of the
Kashmir dispute

The Modi govemment
is rightly perceived as a
threat to peace and secu-
rity  in the region.
Pakistan has been persist-
ently warning the world
and the UN about Indian
designs and urging them
to intervene before it is
tao late

Pakistan and India are
nuclear powers_ and any
military’ _confrontatio
between them can have
disastrous consequences
not only for them but also
for the entire region and
beyond. Those who cry
hoarse from_every con-
venient rooftop to pro-
nounce their humanitari-
an credentials and adher-
ence 1o international law,
the UN Charter and
Conventions.

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so

many people  exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it results in
great suffering in ani-
mals, and second because

it results in an

the recent uproar follow-
ing the nealigence of ani-
Lna r!\;l‘;lzdri and allz:icks

guard dogs on pedes-
tr{ms in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods sgm_-mq

Syed Mohammad Al

ment is  illegal in
Pakistan, there 1s scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals, Morcover,
7005 across Pakistan are

notorious for their poor
conditions. Prompted by
criticism

international
er th

bl; at impoverishment
nlymﬁumarfspirit " 1did
not pen these words.
Albert Einstein did. Tslam
also forbids treating ani-
mals cruelly or Killin
em except for food.
Zabiha rules stipulate
how an animal to be
slaughtered must not be
mistreated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countiies like ours

We live in a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political rallies  with
< and chained lions,
and where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at “chil-
dren’s birthdays. Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dogs, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
nimals is not the reserve
of rich people only.
Cruelty 1o animals espe-
cially” donkeys, horses
and ‘mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overworked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempls
at humane dog population
management and mass
vaccinations in Karachi
have dissipated. Instead,

=

p:
organisations to shoot
stray dogs on sight. Use
of strychnine poison was
once again allowed to

s.
is o general
absence of adequate laws
related to animal welfare
and animal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequately
implemented. Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelt
Animals Act (1890) aims.
to protect many animals,
including druygrr: ani-
mals. This law is however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial compuliions per-
taining to animal welfare.
It is time to update this
law to protect both pet
and wild animals, to insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
neglectful towards ani-
is encouraging thar
the Halal Authority Act
(2015) has not only man-
dated humane tréatment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process, but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered
However, there has been
Tittle implementation of
this law.

While animal abandon-

o Z00°8
maltreatment of the ele-
‘)hant, aavan,  the
Islamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
ruling last year. It ordered
that the eniire zoo of over
four hundred animals to
be closed and all the ani-
mals within it to be trans-
ferred to appropriate
wildlife sanctuaries in the
short  peri twa
months. The rush 1o
empty the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
which passed away, two
days apart, during their
transfer from the zoo to a
farmhouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
n

court.

Pakistan also urgently
needs to enact legislation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, transport, and
slaughter Such require-
ments must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international animal wel-
fare standards. Regular
ispections of farms and
slanghter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the ground
will not change for the
etter
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Heavy rains claimed 150
lives, injured 233 across
Pakistan: NDMA

ISLAMABAD:
National
Management _Authority
(ND! Wednesday
released a detailed repoft
on the devastating loss of
life and property caused

the recent monsoon
rains across Pakistan.

According  to _ the
report, since June 25, a
staggering 150 people
have tragically lost their
lives in various accidents
dnmlv related to the

The
isaster

jured across the coun-

Among the deceased,

there were 62 men, 25
women, and at least 63
children. As for the
injured, 99 were men, 62
were women, and 72
were children
he provinces of
mab and  Khyber
]"Ek tunkhwa have borne
the brunt of the fatalities,
with 66 and 41 lives lost,
res| ecnvalv
ionally,
Baloclnslarl reported 8ix
fatalities due to the
relentless down,

As the rains Lon[muul
to wreak havoc, Sindh
and Azad Kashmir also
wimessed the loss of life

— with 15 killed in Sindh
and 6 in Azad Kashml
Moareaver, edp
have been report kul
in the federal capi Lal
Islamabad. The impact of
the rains  extended
beyond the loss cl ]wi.:
wxftfk‘l hundreds o uilie
suffering propert y
\ﬁ.) According 1o [h:
NDMA report, a total of
468 houses across the
country were damaged by
the heavy rains during
this period. The monsoon
season in Pakistan has
always posed challenges
in ferms of flooding,
landslides. INP

Binjiang and Gilgit
Baltistan Customs
deepen trade
cooperation

BEIING, July 26
(INP):  The customs
authorities of Xinjiang,

hina, ilgit
Baltistan, Pakistan held
an online meeting to dis-
cuss and strengthen trade
cooperation between the
two regions and explore
new avenues for econom-
ic collaboration.

‘eiming, Director
General of  Urumqi
Customs led the meeting
from the Chinese side
hile Syed Fawad Ali
Shah head of the Customs
Administration of the
Gilgit Baltistan represent-
ed the Pakistani side.

In  their  opening
remarks, they said, China
and Pakistan have long
enjoyed a close parmer-
ship” in various_sectors,
mc uding trade, The cus-
toms departments of
Xinjjang  and  Gilgit
Balfistan play a crucial
role m ﬁm Llahng :mouth
cross-b
between the two cmm-
tries.

During the maetm_g_\“
according to  Ch
Economic Net,
from both sides discussed
measures to streamline
customs  procedures,
imprave border infra-

QUETTA:A large number of the Shiite re par
n during the month of Mulllrrﬂm-lll—Hurrnm in

structure, and enhance
information sharing.

iese efforts are

promoting eﬁ'c\em
(rade facilitation and
ensuring the  smooth
movement  of goods
gcﬂ&ss the China-Pakistan

Chinese side told that
in 2022 total value of
imports & export from
Xln%{lam 10 Pakistan
was RMH 2.92 billion, an
increase of 248 2 percent
vear on year while in the
first half of this year, the
import a.\d export. {rom
Xin, to  Pakistan
wals M 1.90 billion, &
jear-on-year inorease of

247 8 percent
Fawad Ali Shah,

S
heag of the Customs
Administration  of the

Gilgit Baltistan said that
Pakistan wants to further
deepen collaboration with
China in diverse_fields
particularly in the field of
technology and speedup
customs clearness from
both sides.

He also mentioned that

border customs of China
and Pakistan, and main-
Laining communication
and close cooperation in
promoting the flow of
trade at tating
the entry and exit of per-
sonnel ‘and paftlc!pﬁllng
in mlemallonn assis-
tance

T}u. meeting also pro-
vided an opportunity for
stakeholders to exchange
insights on emergin
trends in international
trade and explore poten-
tial areas for future col-
laboration,

Both parties expressed
their commitment to
dmpmm% their coopera-
tion in order to maximize
the benefits of bilateral

This meeting serves as
a testament (o the stron,
ues between China an
Pakistan, as \u:\l as their
shared cemmumum to
Iustumg[' CONomic
Emwlh mukh mutually
eneficial trade parmer-

Ipremfmcei the impor-
tance of effective cus-
toms management in
facilitatin; seal S
cross-bordertransactions
and promoting regional
economic integration INP

mtlle

ISLAMABAD: .Chief of the Naval Qtaﬂ'Admlml Mnhnmmnd Amjad Khan Niazi

chairing the Command & Staff Conference of Pakistan Navy held at

Headquarters.

Naval

Growing cybercrime
to be monitored, curbed

via PTA-style body

ISLAMABAD: The gov- websites
ernment to keep a close
watch on surge in cybercrime
and curb it has decided to
form a separate regulatory
authority on the style of the
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA)

A bill m]aled to the E-
Safety Authority was sent
the Ministry of IT to the Fec(
eral cabinet, which approved
he authority will also
monitor the websites of TV
channels and newspapers.

The new  regulatory
authority will be called the
E-Safety Authority, which 1s
expected to monitor all the

case of violations

power fo
web channels.

FIA under the
deemed insuffi

The authority will have the
power to rant permission for
websites and impose fines in

According to the bill, the
authority will also have the
rant licenses to

Following its approval, the
web monitoring  authority
will be withdrawn from the
PTA

The powers given to the
ECA were

icient, while
the social media rules creat-
ed under the same law also
did not prove to be effective

The PTA will
empowered to block content
media, according to

on 5o
the bill

not be

It also mentions that no

St arate Blll'\OIIEV was creat-
to deal with cybererime as
was given in PECA, The task

was given to the F1A, which

authority IN

was already overburdened
with other matters

The federal
has also decided to register
websites, web channels, and
YouTube channels.

The powers of the PTA,
and FIA cybercrimes wing
will be transferred to the new

government

Federal cabinet reviews overall

political, economic situation

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of
the federal cabinet was held on

approved the hemp policy and
approved the draft of the amend-

Minister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif to finalize the National

‘Wednesday to review the overall  ment bill the Investment Cannabis Polic ') Prime Minister
political and economic situstion  Board Ordinance 2001 for pro-  Shehbaz Shaﬂ “chaired a federal
of tht country mation of foreign investment in  cabinet ng in which

rime  Minister  Shehbaz  Pakistan. Finance anre' Ishaq Dar
Sharif chaired a federal cabinet The amendment will empow-  briefed the cabinet about the
meeting in  which Finance er the Special Investment economic condition of Pakistan
Minister Ishaq Dar briefed the Facilitation Councll (SIFC) and The cabinet also discussed the

cabinet about the economic con-
dition of Pakistan,
The cabinet also discussed the

relationshi|
istries an

evolve mechanisms for working
with various min-
provineial govern- the Board

12-point agenda and granted
«pprgw to amend laws relating

of Investment

12-point agenda and granted ments, besides raising its basic  (Bol) he cabinet _also
approval to amend laws relating structure and formulating nature g proved the merger of the
to the Board of Investment of work Once it will become Sp cial Investment Facilitation
(Bol). The cabinet also law, the Special Investment ouncil with the Bol.The 12-
):’ppru\‘nd the merger of the Tan.ll(;lall(m ouncil will L;_nsun. point agenda chludLLI the rr.“nr—
speedy o it

Council with the
The lZ-pcmt aeenda included
]t)h]e reof;amza}(‘: n of u]a:ccunuld-
ility courls. emp poli an
SNGPL board. PR
Howmu, the cabinet did not

PIA to celebrate
60 years of flying high
between Pakistan &
China next year
BEUING: Pakistan International Airines (PLA) will
celebrate 60 yem of flying 1o the People’s Republic of
China, next y

With |he ||Iaugum| flight between Karachi and
Shanghai via Guangzhou (Canton 29, 1964,

country.

chairmanship  of

on April 29
with a Boeing 720B, the national flag carrier eamed the
distinction of becoming the first airline from a non-
communist country to fly into China, official sources
said on Wednesday,
[Later, in addi o’!aratﬂi between
p

n to flights

Pakistan at 99th place
among 121
countries on Global
Hunger Index

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan  has dm}:g)
from 38 A in 2006 to
in 2022 in the ranking on
the Global Hunger Index
{GHI-2022) and 1s at 99th
place in the list of 121
countries.

According to  the
eport, altl
Pakistan's ranking has
improved, the hunger
level is considered seri-
ous

Zero score indicates a
country has no issue of
hunger. The report said
16.9 per cent population
in Pakistan_was under-
nourished. The death rate
of children under the age
of m: years is 6.5 per
d 7.1 per cent are
wasted while 37.6 per
cent children under five

are stunted.

The problem itself is
due to a_combination of
factors. One is the devas-
2022 summer
A second 15 the

ment’s ahslmr to manage

food scarcity

The devasiating floads
destabilised Pakistan’s
nsing inflation and poor
economic. situation
Pakistani  government
officials stated that the
floods des:r?ytd almost
80 per cent of crops. This
staggering number _has
major ramifications for a
country where an average
household spends around
50 Fer cent of its income

“The current edition of
the GHI reveals that
armed conflicts, climate
change. and the coron-
avirus _ pandemic are
intensifying each other;
as a result, up to 828 mil-
lion people were forced
[o go hungry. As things

tand, 46 countnies will
no1 even achieve a low
level of hunger by 2030,
much less eliminate
huﬂanm entirely. In Afica,
South of the Sahara an
South Asia are once again
the regions with the high-
est rates of hunger. South
Asia, the region with the
world’s highest hunger
level, has the highest
child stunting rate and by
far the highest child wasi-
ing rate of any world
region INP

and B IS also el
and wnuemenl access (o Tokyo, Japan via B
Hong Km\g via Bangkok
sent, passengers travelling by PIA can fly
mwctn Paklstan and 16 captivating cities of China via
Beijing in parmership with Air China
'[l hese cities include Guangzhou, Shanghai, Wuhan,
Chengd “hongging, Changchun, Hangzhou and
Harbin etc
During the Covid-19 pandmmc\ PIA was among the
few airlines which cont ight operation to dif-
ferent cities of China. IM)

Ahsan for collective
efforts to tackle ‘hyper
malnutrition’ challenge

eign investment projecis in the
The Cabinet, on the rec-
ommendation of the Ministry of
Narcotics Control, constituted a
ministerial committee under the

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Wednesday stressed for collective effons 1o tackle the

confront

challenge what he called
}ilon , affecting the physical and mental

per malnutri-
{\eahh of chil-

After last year's floods, the challenge of malnutri-
tlon is no lm\g,el ma]nulmmn but it ha“ hgcmne (he

hyper
hn :he poore!.l of the poor,”
launching ~ ceremony of

ing the

* the minister was uddress'
the National

Multisectoral Nutrition Programme to reduce stunting
and other forms of malnutrifion,

He said the I‘ecleml government had launched this
injtiative which would be implemented in collaboration
with all stakeholders including provinces, donors and

active communit

Terming the nutrition-related issues ‘alarming,’ the
minister said “Today is the age of knowledge révolu-
tion which rm}mrw creativity and innovation driven by

cognitive skill
tional health ™

5. And it all depends on children’s nutii-

Sharing some statistics, Ahsan Igbal said around 40
per_cent of children were having atumm% growth-relat-

ed issues, 80 per cent faced deficiency o

calcium INP

Maid torture accused civil judge,
wife go into hiding

LAMABAD: The
civil judge and his wife
accused of Jw Detrating
extreme kind ol torture
on their 14-year-old maid
have gone into hiding.
olice raided Civil
Judge Asim Hafeez and
his wife Somia’s houses
in Islamabad and
Gujranwala bur failed 1o
find their whereabouts

The law enforcers also
contacted the complaints
(the victim girl’s parents)
in the case.

Sources said that the
police would expa\ld
their scope of investi;
tion after recording the

victim girl’s statement
who she is still in hospi-
tal. They will approach
her after her comfmon s
out of danger.

Poor maid Rizwana is
still lying half-dead at

ore Genera
Hospital’s Intensive Care
Unit

A 12-member medical
boﬂrd has been formed to
k into Rizwana’'s con-
ion. She underwent a
major procedure in (ht
hospital. A CT scan of her
head was conducted and
through a miner surgery,
the wounds on her head
were cleaned

According to doctors,
w0 operations on ]\&\
fractured arms will be
performed

Th eved father

who Kﬁls daughter to
the house of the judge at

accused at Humak police
station in Islamabad, the
civil judge’s wife Somia
tried” fo strangulate
Rizwana and the marks
of strangulation were
found on the poor girl’s

Zarta) Housing "Society neck

through an The girl's dmoth
against Rs10,000 per alleged that Rizwana’s
month salary told the employer also put acid in
media that the civil her mouth. She said when

Judge’s wife broke the
arms and legs of his
daughter. He aj pulcd to
the higher aut ormes to
take sfern action against
the accused

ing to the FIR
regmered against the

Rizwana’s mother went
to Rawalpindi to take her
daughter, Somia threw
the girl near her and fled
awayPolice raided Civil
Judge Asim Hafeez and
his wife Somia’s houses
in  Islamabad  and

Gujranwala but failed to
find their whereabouts.

The law enforcers also
contacted the complaints
(the victim girl’s parents)
in the case.

rces said that the

police  would npand
their scope of investi
tion_after recording the
victim girl's statement
who she is s|.]| in I|ospw-
tal. They will approach
her after her condition is
oul of danger.

Poor maid Rizwana is
still lying half-dead at
Lahore General
Hospital's Intensive Care
Unit INP

courts,

Defence

hemp _ policy,
SNGPL  board However,
cabinet did not approved the
hemp policy and approved the
draft of thé amendment bill of
the Investment Board. INP

and
the

LAHORE:Former Federal Minister

rdous Ashiq Awan addressing
press conference at press club in in Provincial Capi

Naval Chief
stresses combat
readiness to
thwart any
aggression

against country

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Mubammad
Amjad Khan Niazi on Wednesday
emphasized on maintaining pef-
petual combat readiness to effec-
tively thwart any aggression
against Pakistan,

He stressed this while address-
ing the concluding session
Command & Staff Conference of
Pakistan Navy held at Naval
Headquarters, Tslamabad

Duning the conference, pai
pants_assessed cvolvmg maritime
situation in the n and dis-
cussed a range of tupu..s related to
national security, geostrategic
affairs, combat readiness and dis
cussed various service puhces
Readiness for disaster |e]\efnpera-
tions amid potential flood
during ongoing monsoon season i
the country was also reviewed,

Naval Chief Admiral Amjad
Niazi also directed all naval com-
mands to be fully ready for
humanitarian assistance during the
ongoing monsoon season. He
lauded the initiatives undertaken
towards capability development
through acquisition of emergin
technalogies Admira
expressed full confidence over
high state of operational prepared-
ness of Pakistan Navy to meet
challenges while safegiarding the
maritime frontiers of Pakistan

The Command &  Staff
Conference serves as .'m apex deci-
sion-making body akistan
Navy wherein; (,huefof the Naval
Statf, Principal Staff Officers and

ield  Commanders — review
Pakistan Navy policies and
plans. INP

Two-year MBA
afternoon program
at HCBF approved

LAHORE: Punjab Univer:
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Khal
Mahmood on Wednesday gramed
a proval to launch two-year MBA
afterncon _program at Hailey
College of Bankine & Finance
(HCBF) from the fal
Principal HCBF Dr Ahmed
Muneeb Mehta said that this land-
rk approval marks a significant
milestone in HCBF's commitment
to providing exceptional education
and meeting the diverse needs of
piring business leaders. He
thanked the VC who endorsed the
visionary initiative put forth by
him. He said that the goal of nui-
turin, future Imslntss trailblazers,
u[f;umunn pro-

Empowering
caretaker govt meant
to vitiate election:
Sheikh Rashid

RAWALPIND: Awami
Muslim League chief and
former interior minister
Sheikh  Rashid  says
amendments to  boost
powers of the caretaker
u\ernmenl is making

1 election process
douml‘u] right from the
word go
In "a statement on
social media_ website
Twitter, the AML chief
said it Nawaz
Sharif's decision to nomi-
nate Ish ar_as care-
taker prime minister so
that he cuuld rig elections

affairs of the
state accordmn to his
whims. He said the care-
taker rule could be pro-

longe

Rgaslud claimed any
amendment io Section
203 of the Constitution
would prove disastrous
for law, constitution and

fair elections
“The Pakistan Peoples
Party is going to be

befooled and there will
be in-fighting amar\b the
allied parties, " he said
The former minister
predicted that a caretaker
prime minister, not dis-
cussed bfr political circles
d be aﬁpomt:ﬂ
qunhu bH]d[ cjudml—

tant decmous m August
while September would

e cruel and politics
might get complicated

e further said the PPP
and \lﬂudz League
would face off in a week,
many hopes would dash
to ground and even win-
ning Sindh would not be
easy for Peoples Pa
He said a new polmca\
setup  would emag}‘e.
which would change the

whole Landv:ape for the
allies. “When allies will
contest elections on their
own_electoral symbols,
the fi

said the appointment of
the caretaker prime min-
ister would make things

clear and_determine the
future politics. The AML
head said the next two
weeks would be impor-
tant fur country’s _poli-
tics “People are being
kepl ignorant of the
dc\ecxpmenls being

taken place in pnlnu.

arena but only the
will make a fina
sion, Time will prove that

those o consider the
public ignorant are them-
selves ignorant," he
warned.In a statement on
social media  website
Twitter, the AML chief
said it was Nawaz

Sharif's decision to nomi-

{fur
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nate Ishaq Dar as care-
taker prime minister 0
that he could rig elections
and run affairs of the
state according to his
whims. He said the care-
taker rule could be pro-
longed Rashid claimed
any  amendment 10
Section 203 of the
Constitution would prove
disastrous for law, consti-
tution and fair elections.
“The Pakistan Peoples
Party is going to be
befooled and there will
be in-fighting among the
allied ~ parties.” ~ he
said The former minister
predicted that a caretaker
prime minister, not dis-
cussed b{ political circles
yet, could be appointed
He further saldtﬁeJu

ary would make impor-
tant decisions in August,
while September would
prove cruel and politics
m%hl get complicated
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SC rejects Imran Khan’s plea for stay on trial in
Toshakhana criminal case

. ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court has turned down the request of PTI Chairman Imran Khan for issu-
ing a stay order on the trial against him in Toshakhana criminal case

“The court disposed of the

The court maintained that it woul

I chief"s appeal against a high court decision.
It ruled that it was asking the Iu%h court to decide Imran Khan's appeal and other ap'plicatl_uus together.

d not be proper to interfere with the proceedings of

the trial court

The election commission’s lawyer said the high court had remanded the case back to the trial court,
which conducted a re-trial and declared the case maintainable e <
mjad Pervaiz said the PTI chairman was challenging the declaration of maintainability of the case

ain
His re-appeal in the hiﬁh ccll_xrl is Ischcdulcd for hearing tomorrow, the lawyer told the Supreme Court.
rlier cal

The Supreme Court had ea

he will be heard today and a decision announced.
The SC had issued a notice to the Election Commission of Pakistan on Imran Khan's appeal.
A division bench of the Supreme Court headed by Justice Yahya Afridi conducted the hearing

led the election commission’s officer to the rostrum and told him that

QUETTA: A view of closed road during 7 Muharam Ul Haram procession .

Enhancing greater economic
collaboration with Tunisia
need of hour: President

Rs30b loans
distributed under
PMYB&ALS in fi
months: SAPM

KARACHI: Special Assistant to
Prime Minister (SAPM) on Youth
Affairs Shaza Fatima Khawaja on
Wednesday said under the Prime
Minister’s Youth Business and
Agriculture Loan cheme
(PMYB&ALS), the loans of 3¢ billion
TUPEEs We istributed during the last
five months.

This was stated by her while
addressing the ceremony held for the
distribution of laptops”and cheques
under the Prime Minister's Youth
Business and  Agriculure  Loan
Scheme and Prime Minister’s Youth
Laptop Scheme 2023, respectively at
the Sindh Governor House.

Shaza Fatima Khawaja said the
business loan programme was initiat-
ed by former Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif in 2013,

The loans amounting to Rs. 75 bil-
lion were distributed under the scheme
in last 10 {cws\ she added. ,

The SAPM sad the loan was being
provided in three tiers. In the first tier,
the loan of Rs_ 0.5 million, in the sec-
ond tier, Rs. 0.5 to 1.5 million and in
the third tier, Rs. 1.5 million to 7.5
million is provided, she said.

. On the oecasion, the students, recip-
ients of laptops, were presented Guard
of Honor by a contingent of Sindh
Police. The’ recipients of loans and
laptops_expressed their pleasure and
thanked Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif.

eral Minister for Information
Technology Syed Ameen-ul-Haque,
Federal Minister for Information and
Broadcasiing. Marmyum Aurngzeh,
Sindh  Ministers ~Sharjeel  Tnam
Memon, Nasir Shah, Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab, President of different
banks also attended the ceremany. IN

Youth shot dead,
body found in
Lahore

LAHORE: A youth was shot dead
over financial dispute while body of
another youth was recovered roadside
in different areas of the city on
Wednesday, police said

According to_details, Muhammad
Ali of Defence-C Lahore sold his land
to Rana Nasir at Kala Khatai road but
accused refused to pay for the pur-
chased after which the deceased got
sla& order from the court.

wer same dispute, culprit Rana
Nasir gunned down Muhammad Ali
and fled the scene. Raids were being
conducted to_ arrest the culprit
Spokesman of Edhi said that body of a
30-year old person later identified as
Ahmad was recovered from Shadman
Tollinton Market. The deceased hailed
from Achra Pir Ghazi road and his
heirs alleged that Ahmad was not drug
addict, he was murdered and his body
was thrown roadside. INP

Lady constable

challans father

for not wearing
helmet

KASUR: A lady constable chal-
laned her father for nat wearing hel-
met in tehsil Chunian of district Kasur
on Wednesday.

Ascording fo deails, lady consiable
of Punjab Highway Patrol Sumera
Siddique during checking at picket
found her father not weaning helmet

She challaned her father” The lady
constable was of the view that no one
is above law and if her family mem-
bers were found in violation of traffic
rule they would also have to face same
consequences.

DIG  Patrolling  Police = Athar
Waheed has announced cash prize and
appreciation certificate for Sumera
after. the video went viral on social
media. NP

Man crushed
to death

. SHEIKHUPURA: An over speed-
ing truck crushed to death a man here
on Wednesday, police said.

According (o details, a reckless
driven truck ran over pedestrian near
Muridke killing him on the spot,

The body was shifted to hospital for
postmortemn and police after register-
ing a case against truck driver started
an investigation INP

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Anf Alvi has stressed the need for
meming greater economic col-
aborations with Tunisia to boost
bil trade. He also called for

nereasing interactions
exchanges between the Chambers
of Commerce and Industry of both
couniries.

The President expressed these
views while talking to Pakistan's
Ambassador-designate 1o the
Republic of Tunisia, Mr Javed
Ahmed Umrani, who called on
him, at  Aiwan-e-Sadr  on
Wedne;:day

President Alvi said that Pakistan
reatly values its historical and
ﬁl’othl:rly ties with Tunisia and
both_countries had commonality
of views on vanous issues
asked the envay to play his role in
further strengthening  bilateral
ons with Tunisia by increas-
ing cooperation in the fields of

lucation, culture, and defense.

_He acknowledged Tunisia’s
vision for making OIC a substan-
tve platform for advancing inter=
faith harmony as well as coopera-

ddregsi |

Imran Khan’s lawyer Khawaja Haris said their request was to transfer the case to another judge.

"We also challenged the jurisdiction of the cour.” he remarked. adding the high court
requests of thei R
Afridi said the matter of jurisdiction should have been decided first.

these two
Justice. [
“We will request the hi,

“We are rel
we issue di

rs.

id not decide

h court to decide all the applications together,” he remarked
Khawaja Haris told the SC that today, the trial court has called his client for recording a statement under
Section 342, and requested for staying the trial in the case for just today

rring vour case to the Islamabad High Court,” Justice Musarrat Hilali said, asking, “How do
ons fo the trial court?”

recti
lier, the court expressed anger over the commotion outside the courtroom before the hearing started

Al
Justice Afridi sent

hawaja Haris to check the situation

“We cannot hear the case like this,” Justice Afridi remarked. adding everyone is responsible for respect-

ing the court.

le added that ensuring respect for the court is the responsibility of the lawyer and petitioner INP

Cabinet approves E-Safety,
Personal Data Protection
Bills 2023

ISLAMABAD., : The federal cabinet on Wednesda

approved the E-Safety Bill

on the recommendation of the Ministry of
T\:uhu_u]u{g' (IT) ta protect user data and prevent illegal
o

use of information systems.

Under this law, a

The federal cabinet also gave assent to the draft

2023 (E-Safety Bill 2023) amendment bill of the Investment Board Ordinance
Information 2001 for the promotion of foreign investment in

Pakistan
The amendment empower the Special

will be

A e
established to ensure the protection and unauthonzed
use of user data on all types of online services, online
shopping, data provided to various companies, and
bsites in Pakistan After the

social networking

wel
approval of the bill, heinous crimes like onling haras: speedy
ment, cyberbullying, and blackmail will be effectively  in the country.

prevented _
The meetin,

Telecommunication.

Under this bill, the government will ensure the secu-
ersonal informatior

rity of the user’s

organizations an companies and prohibit sharing of

the user's information/data with any company, individ

ual, or govemment organization without their permis-
on

which will act as a civil court to protect the private doc-
&"ICI“WM of the users and redress the gnevances of
e

tion in

ssues such as the lammu and
Kashmir Dispute, Palestine and
Islamophobia.

e also welcomed Tunisia’s
support to the resolution presented
by Pakistan on behall of OIC at
the UN Human Rights Council in
JulF 2023 on  “Countering
Religious Hatred” in the wake of
the incident of burning of the Holy
Quran in Sweden. T‘I‘xe President
asked the Ambassador-designate
to hlgh]l%h[ at various fora the
issues of Islamophobia as well as
the mistreatment of minorities in
India President Alvi stated that
India was mmitting  gross
human rights violations undfc'rw'
cuting Muslims in the Indian
legally Occupicd Jammu and
Kashmir (IIQJI{} adding that the
real face of India needed to be
exposed to the world The
President  also  asked the
Ambassador to convey his good
wishes for Tunisia’s success in
strengthening its democracy and
democratic institutions under the
leadership of President INP

‘Education to usher era of
progress, development
in tribal region’

PESHAWAR : Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Exgise and
Narcotics Control, Haji

Manzoor Khan Afridi has sale
that education will play a_key
role in the development of the
merged districts and a new era
of development will begin in the
region by paying special atten-
tion to it "

He expressed these views
while discussing the education
sector projects in merged dis-
tricts during a meeting with
Education “Adviser Rahmat
Salam Khauak Deputy Distriet
Education  Officer ~ District
Khyber Shahid Ali Khan and
other officials participated in the
meeling. B X

The provincial minister said
that the caretaker government is
taking practical steps for the
promotion of education and

besides the provision of faci
ties in educational institutions;
schalarships are also being paid
to both boys and girls students.
Furthermore, to fill the short-
age of educational institutions,
work is also underway on the
construction of schools, which
will be cumg(leted [
Manzoor Khan Afridi further
said that work on educational
reforms is also underway in all
tribal districts including Khyber.
e said that the youth® can
play a crucial role in the devel-
opment of the country and our
mission is to equip them with
uality education in_line with
the requirements of the modern
era.The Advisor on Education
issued directives and said that
the problems of teachers in the
entire  province  including
merged districts are also being
solved on an urgent basis. INP

Senator Mushtaq for
steps to improve law &
order in merged
KP districts

ISLAMABAD: Senator
Mushtag Ahmed, representing
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan (JIPy
on Wednesday called for taking
steps to improve law and order
situation in merged districts of
Kyber-Pakhtunkhwa

Speaking at the joint session
of the parliament, he stressed
the Federal and provincial gov-
ernments to take prompt and
effective measures to restore
peace and stability in the region,

e Senator's made the pas-
sipnate appeal in the wake of
tragic incident at Ali Mosque
the other day, where terrorists
targeted the place of worship,
resulting in the martyrdom of
Adnan Afridi, Additional SHO.

[

ISLAMABAD: .

Cabinet.

The loss of life, he said,
underscored the immediate need
for taking decisive action
against the terrorist elements.
He said that the local commu-
nity had also taken out peace
marches to express their support
1o promptly resolve these issues
Speaker of the National
Assembly, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf,
paid tribute to the sacrifices of
the security forces in their
relentless efforts to eliminate
terrorism these areas
A prayer was led by Member
Nauona{ Assembly ~ Moulana
Abdul Akbar Chitrali for the
departed soul of nan
Khan Afradi, who tragically lost
his life while on the duty INP
g —

‘ederal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishagq
Dar chaired the meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the

Brother,
nephew of
MPA Aslam
Abro shot dead
in Karachi

KARACHI:
Unidentified gunmen shot
dead brother and nephew
of Sindh MPA Aslam
Abro in Defence Phase 7,
Karachi on Wednesday,
police said

According to details,
armed men riding motor-
cycles_sgmyed bullets at
car of brother of MPA
Aslam Abro carrying four

people ‘

As aresult of the firing,
Aslam  Abro’s brother
lawyer Akram Abro and
his “son, Shehryar Abro
were killed on the spot.

The attackers fled the
scene of crime and bodies
were shifted to hospital
for postmortem

Police said that MM
pistols were used in the
attack. A case has been
registered into the inci-
dent and investigations
were underway IN

Sherry
felicitates
Zardari on his
birthday, lauds
his service for
welfare of
people

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Climate
Change Senator Sherry
Rehman on Wednesday
former
President and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Co-
Chairman Asif Ali Zardari
on his birthday

She extended her heart-
felt congratulations_and
best wishes to Asif Ali
Zardari calling him the
man of freedom and king
of politics on his birthday.

n a statement issued
here, Sherry Rehman said
that ex-Président Zardari
had done significant serv-
ices for the coumtry and
the people. He had saved
the country from di
ration by chanting the
suﬁm of Pakistan haﬁc
(Pakistan is Ours), she
added

By passing the 18th
Constitutional
Amendment,  _ givin
rights and authority. baci%

1z of the cabinet was held here with Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Shanif in ehair,

The federal cabinet also a
Personal Data Protection Bill 2023 on the recommen-
dation of the Mimstry of Information Technology and

he National Co sion
on (NCPDP) will be established

wil

Facilitation Council (SIFC) as well as lay

down its basic structure, working cedure

cooperation mechanisms with various ministries and

provincial governments.

frer the law is pus«:d,rthn: SIFC will ensure the
1 o S

procedures, and

oreign projects.

Shehbaz said the govemnment was implementing

az i 3
roved in principle the
process of 1

data of various

ission for The

The palicg
e

The prime minister appreciated
Petroleum Dr Musadik
in finalizing the Liquified Namral Gas (LNG) agree-
ment with Azerbaijan .

“This agreement is not only an |m|:\unam step for-
ward to promote bilateral tradé ties witl
it will also prove to be a milestone for the energy secu-
nity of Pakistan,” he added.

he federal cabinet, on the recommendation of the
Ministry of Anti-Narcotics, established she
committee under the chairmanship of Federal Minister
for Defense Khawaja Muhammad Asif to finalize the
contents of the National Cannabis Policy INP

PM
the Whole of the Government Policy to promote
Foreign Direct Investment in the country
would help expedite the implementation

projects under foreign investment
Mimister of State for
valik for his successful efforts

Azerbagjan but

a ministenal

Mourning processions taken out
on 7th Muharram

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Two main
mourning processions and 'Zuljinnah'
were taken out amid tight security in
connection with 7th Muharram here on
Wednesday,

ourners reciting ‘noha’ took out the
first procession from Jamia Masjid Latu
Faqir_and culminated peacefully at
Imambargah Haider Sherazi afier pass-
|n{|hm\xgh designated routes

ikewise, another mourning proces-
sion appeared from Imambargha Haider
Sherazi and ended peacefully at Jama
Masjid Law Fagir after passing through
traditional routes.

Caretaker provincial minister Haji
Abdul Haleem Khan Qasuria, Syed
Sajiad Hussain Shah Shirazi, Syed
Tajumal Hussain Shah Shigazi President
of Anjuman Tuwalian Syed Tanveer
Hussan Shah and Syed Hussain Ali

azmi also were also present on the
accasion.

ABAD: . Federal M

ter for Interior Rana Sana
g during the passing out ceremony of 38th Basic Recruit
s

Tight security measures were made as
personnel of law enforcement agencies
along with Shia community volunteers,
escorted the mourners in processions.

CCTV cameras were installed along
withall the routes of processions besides
establishing a contral room 10 monitor
the movement of participants and 1o
kegﬁ‘ an eye on suspicious elements,

e district had been divided into var-
ious sectors with the deployment of a
large number of police personnel to
maintain peace during Muharram ul
Haram The concerned police officials
were regularly paying visits to various
places and procession routes 1o review
security arrangements and ensure fool-
proof security At the end of both the
processions,  special prayers  were
offered for the oppressed Kashmiris and
Palestinians and for the secunty and
pms})erhlﬂ; of the country and the
nation. [

Interim bail of Imran
Khan, Bushra Bibi
extended in Al-Qadir,
Toshakhana cases

ISLAMABAD: The accountability
court_has extended the interim bail of
PTI Chairman Imran Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi in the 190 million pound
Al-Qadir  Trust  corruption  and
Toshakhana cases till July 31 o

The court also accepted Bushra Bibi's
request for exemption from foday’s

earance
being asked, Imran Khan’s coun-
sel Barrister Gohar apprised the court
that senior lawyer Khawaja Harris was
in the Supreme Court and then had to go
to the high court
loe l d Bashi d

to  the 3
President Zardari trans:
ferred presidential powers
to Parliament, Senator
herry Rehman said
“His_tireless work for
the welfare of the people
is truly inspiring. Ex-
President Zardari's lead-
ership and_efforts have
played an Jmﬁnmm. role
in shaping the political
landscape. Pra;m_g tor
Ex-President  Zardari’s
long life, health and hap-
iness,” Senator Sherry
ehman said INP

Judge r
the hearing be adjourned for tomor-
row. Barrister Gohar said tomorrow they
had to appear in the high court, as per
the instructions of the Supreme Court

After that there are Muharram holi-
days. he added_and asked for a date
after the break The accountability court
extended the interim bail dll July 31,
and said the parties will have to extend-
ed final arguments on the interim bail on

JuL_Iv_I.'iI . )
he PTI chief appeared before the
accountabil court along with his
lawyers. He was allowed to leave after
marking his attendance. .
he court also accepted Bushra Bibi's
request for exemption from today's
appearance.

n being asked, Imran Khan's coun-
sel Barrister Gohar apprised the court
that senior lawyer Khawaja Harris was
in the Supreme Court and then had to go
to the high court. INP

Qureshi says PTI being
kept out of
electoral reforms bill

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI& vice chairman Shah
Mehmood Qureshi has said that his
party is being kept out of the electoral
reforms bill N R

peaking to_media afler appearing
before an Anti-Terrorism Court here on
Wednesday, Qureshi expressed his
reservations on the bill, which has heen
discussed in the National Assembly.

"Even the government allies have
reservations on the Electoral Reforms
Bill." Qureshi said "People's Party
(PPP) leader Raza Rabbani has already
voiced his party’s concern on the bill."

Qureshi called it "unlawful” if a care-
taker setup is allowed to perform func-
tions of an elected government

"There were reservations about the
caretaker prime minister's names from
within the ruling PML-N." he added.

The PTI leader said Maulana Fazlur
Rehman held meetings with political

parties in Karachi to muster support
against the PP, : o

He castigated Khawaja Asif for his
un-parliamentary remarks against PT1
women lawmakers.

Earlier, the Anti-Terrorism Court
extended Qureshi's interim bail till
August 15 in the case registered by
Khana palice station

The “earlﬂg was adjourned without
any proceeding as judge Abul Hasanat
wass onklpuve. i F

peaking to_media after appearing
before an .imi-Tcrrun,sm Court ﬁgn: on
Wednesday, Qureshi expressed his
reservations on the bill, which has been
discussed in the National Assembly.

"Even the government allies have
reservations on the Electoral Reforms
Bill," Qureshi said, “Pe.ogle's Party
(PPP) leader Raza Rabbani has already
voiced his party’s concern on the
bill "INP




