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Green bus service to be Delayed completion
formally launched on July| of LBs polls in
17: CM Balochistan Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah Anal;
Syed Al Shale ST AR Shak Al

QUETTA The
Balochistan government
has decided to launch the
much-awaited preen bus
service in the city on July

over n

After a ]un% period of 14
months, the final phase of
local bodies elections was
completed in 35 districts_of’
Balochistan the other day. The
local bodies™ elections” were

17 (next Monday). Chief ERRE L ol
Secretary  Balochistan, Quetta, Hub, and Lasbela. ng

Abdul Aziz Uqaili took to
the social media network
Twitter and announced the
formal launching of the
bus service in this provin-
cial capital

Test operations_are to
begin on July 13. Full-

far, no election schedule has
been announced for Quetta,
Hub and Lasbela distncts of
Balochistan

n July 6 this menth, the
chairmen and deputy chairmen
of all 35 districts were elected
in a peaceful and democratic

Th \
scale_operations will be Jeservis lobteﬁvurl;leﬂl":s‘%:;l' entrusted w them as per rea]m that the memubers of the
inaugurated on Monday. holding histaric focal bodies Article  140-A  of the provincial ammhlv (MPAs)
July 17 inshaAllah, elections peacefully last year Constitution Ij“: always been reluctant ta
Quetta’s  long-awaited and_then subsequently com- oy devolve powers to their own
?ual]ll[y p}:}blm Irﬂl'lsp(ﬂ]ﬂ \% Dﬁ%{»ﬁ:ﬂj ;i:ﬂigﬁp\];%iﬂ"d Successive chairmen and councilors.
inally “here, the Chie inci P

rovincial Assemblies job

Secrefa Balochistan p SsemblLies Jo.
concluded. 14 months governments have o

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan, I d d hways b s Iegislamm as
the  Chief of _ the already passe e councilors
Balochistan Public- e — Teluctant to devolve
Private Partmership ey should construct
Project has been instru- f:lr:“”,m ""‘"“"‘;"‘,:j‘\ﬁ‘,‘;;‘?:j powers to LGs
metal in the implementa-  Querta Voice. He said all  Chowk Quetta to Belili  The project of the green | sion of Pakistan to complete Tt s fromic fate that sucoes- streets
tion of the project. stakeholders have been and Four buses would bus service was approved f the final phase after 14 gye prowincial governments TR TR,

4 buses each taken on board with operate  till  Sariab by the former chief minister | months. The constitutional  have always been reluctant to m;;‘:;: ggﬁl‘l"ghi:‘?di{é{g‘ﬁ

- .y, regard to the launching of Customs, the officer men-  Jam Kamal Khan-led gov- || tenure of the Lmlﬂ‘ bodies er“’c decentralize owers and T Tack of access to

operate till Belili e much-awaited green tioned ernment in  Balochistan, | tens in Balochistan is four  empower the focal govern-

and Sariab from
the city

Initially,

Balochistan
Private Partnership
(BPPP), a_ well-placed
source in the provincial
govemment told Daily

the
Public-

bus project in the provin-
cial capital.

However, he explained
after thorough delibera-
tions, the government
decided to_ purchase 8
buses to facilitate the
masses. As per the pilot
project, four buses woul
operate  from  Serena

The project
was approved
during Jam
Kamal Khan

government

The launching of the proj-
ect was aimed at providing
decent transportation to the
citizens of Quetta.
However, the green bus
service could not be timely
launched  because o
bureaucratic obstacles and
a lack of political commit-
ment.

years like in other parts of the
country.

14 months already passed,
and it will take anofher week
for the newly elected chairmen
and deputy” chairmen to for-
mally take clwge of their
offices. Tl wly elect-

ki
ly to commence the battle for
their constitutional administra-
tive, and financial powers

ments as per the Consfitution
Although, the same chairmen
and deputy chairmen of dis-
tricts and Luuncllun belong to
political

LGs pl ay a key role in |I\e
development and prosperi
the country and the dev o
ment of villages, towns, and
streets is the mandate of peo-
le elected on gross roots
evel. Moreover, this is a bitter

policymakers This s anolher
itter reality that military die-
tators have E]wais empowered
councilors, unlike successive
fragile democratic govern-
mems

by precise. the
Bd'(\thl:‘(dn government needs
to devolve powers to the coun-
cilors and chairmen of dis-
tricts, municipal committees,
and corporations without any

delay.

PM Shehbaz slams Imran Khan for
launching ‘malicious’ campaign
against army chief

Prime Mmlsl.lcr bhegbnz Sharif
n

73

G0Te80 (o) |t B s

8 THE WORLD |usvERSmES

Behcia Dnivers' THEREES"

a::l{ w&rkmg to coerce his way
in

wotd niversty  GLOBALLY an Sunda{ slamm ower after failure in a
THE m"'" 201 - 250" (208) Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI methodlc planned attack on the
ey AMONG TOP Imran Kh‘aarj\ fol;]iaunc ing a "vile, smﬁa sy":irh;nhe?n hief fails to
simister al malicious" cam chiet tails
'a'-""“"m 201- 250° (206) ainst Chief of At realise that "the time of his politics
i i ofmllmhdalloﬂ, violence and hatr
is cNer
Through such highly wn-

demnai)!e Sice he e
himself, the core of whi
dfmed hv punm% his pefmmni
i power uver every-

thinj ekse the

said.
 reiterated that the people of
Pakistan and the political parties
suonw stood behind army chief
Gen Munir and the armed force:

PM Shehbaz
condemns media

campaign

R:F against COAS General
sim Munir. His trick of
proxies fo threaten the Army

Chief of an_assassination attempt

against COAS.  has been bad exposed.” he wrote  and will thwart any attempi an

e on the microbloggng cunspsmcy at undermining Pakistan

- mran 1 coniinues {o engage PM Shehbaz nfsmdthat the my's rasllge honour, and
ina wEe sinister and maliciots  former prime minister was desper- amegﬂry\ﬁ b Desk

Father and son killed during motorcycle
snatching incident in Quetta

rrest w'uu\pmsinvolvcd
o he atiack The piaol-

Staff Reporter
B e ers escaped unhurt from

Successful
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QUETTA: A father and
his son were killed during
motor eycle  snatching
ineident on Qambmm

oad. ople  have
blocked Qam arani oad
and protesting with dead

the spot after killing
father and son.
eceased  belong  to
Palva area of Nushki dis-
ici . Names have been
|denl]l'|ed as Abdul Karim
and Ejaz Ahmef I||c|de|\t

odies was occurred at 8 pm this
The protesters have nmmmg police sources
been demanding the said

Manan Mandokhail

T TA::
Transporters,  growers
and traders threatened to

the poor performance of

Security forces check

Wheel jam strike in Balochistan if
demands were not met Transporters

fertilizer permits to
Afghanistan_and the so-
cafled  NOC  permits
being issued 1o mafias
should be banned, which

Where to Apply e e i is used o smuggle sugar
strike in Balochistan_ for he e e
» PATHOLOGY (Microbialogy 6 Histopathology) swrw hahria.edu.pk/admiss an indefinite period if the Threngh the perridte
» PHARMACOLOGY il Pkl missions gg&emmﬁm failed to o mﬂuemlat people
0 address their grievances.
» PHYSIOLOGY Processing Fee Rs. a-unu" B Goremmemgn ;lu}u{d Sl'l'lllgglll‘lg
resolve our 1ssues ul
» BIOCHEMISTRY Bahria University mmoaﬁw;“uhﬁ% s‘”ii ul:]til'ecr I::l::] tl:lc;se
Adjacent to PNS SHIFA, Baloshistan®. Hajy Moot it i
Sailor Street, DHA Phase-ll, Karachi Muhammad Shahwani, = S The transporters
Phone: +92-21-35319491-4, the central leader of the  iaj; Mir Daulat Lehni,  Ascent and Nushki to lamented that smuggling
PG1 Sacretariat Ext: 1057, Ext 1029, Bepeponers ed'" another leader of the Dalbandin hsghwﬂys }md was being done right
Mobile: 0333-0210766 O ImLAmI IR transporters compounded  the under the nose of
x Pgnjara Brld'ge Balochistan said due 1o lems of the (rar\spnnen Cust

oms.
Sindh Police’s harass-

is yet to be the ' National n.% way  posts should be abolished ment of Balochistan

Authotity, Panjara bridge Vithin  Balochistan, frucks and buses at

act D constructed on NS is yet foberecon-  FC, customs levies and  Jacobabad should be
Last Date to Apply Dol siructed o the last more  police check post should  sopped Tlegal encroac-
th than one year. 3L al:mII;‘shf| from all QEF[S sh[(;‘u c bef mn}:\alf
I’z also  notes the national highways, extor- TOm the truck parkin;

10 QUSt 2023 The [ransporters  delayed reconstruction of  fion shuu]l‘?x]sﬂ)he abol-  area of Hazar Ganji. an

C.B.T 19" August 2023 | *

demanded compensation
for the damages of 9
trucks burnt in Harpai

€ hnd%s berween O(hal
on

ished at Lakpas and Bileli
check posts, the trans-

Mafia
encroachers do not leave

Dan nasar, Dera Ismwi orters demanded the trucks in the parking
?&i‘ﬁ@ 3& :gg'&i"sﬂm Khan, dilapidated condi- - Haji Noor Muhammad ~ area. Mini pond die:
baia e0u.pk | 2 UAN: - biirsing the-ores of 1 on nd destruction of Shaivani i L ved front inaide the

trucks.

estruction of the

e T

truck parking area,
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Floods expose
construction quality of
dams in Balochistan

Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains exposed the construction

uality of dams across Balochistan. Heavy rainfall wreaked havoc in
E)uutla and other parts of Balochistan recently. Floods swept away dozens
of small delay and check dams in different parts of the province.

Over the vears, the provincial and federal governments constructed
hundreds of dams to check the wastage of rainy water. Successive gov-
ernments merely celebrated the completion of projects rather than focus-
ing on the construction quality of dams. Although, the dams and lakes
constructed by British 0u?enial rulers in different parts of Balochistan are
still ntact even after more than a century.

Breaching of dams puts human lives at peri

Breaching of dams not only failed to save rainy water rather it also put

uman lives at peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbelld, Kohlu, Killa Abdull
Killa Saifullah and other districts of the province. Rains-related incidents
have claimed 65 lives till the filing of this editorial. This is simply disas-
trous and a failure from all concerned quarters.

Flash floods also swept away poorly constructed roads and stan
crops in various parts of the province. This all needs a thorough investi

ation. Irrigation and Communication Works (C&W) departments are

nown for commission and corruption.

Commission, corruption a common word in C&W and Irrigation
departments

his is a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make sure
lrnn(s‘parency in the utilization of funds by the two departments. Since
word commission is an open secret in the two departments, the Chief
Secretary of Balochistan should form a high-powered committee com-
prising committed and honest retired and serving officers to probe into
the breaching of dams. L

The quality of construction of roads in Quetta and all districts of
Balochistan should also be probed to improve socio-economic condi-
tions. The irony with Balochistan is that first the province has meager
resources and second they too are ru{h]esslg used! swallowed.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo and his coalition part-
ners must go beyond words and launch an inquiry into the breaching of
dams and damage to roads.

Drinking Water Quality Status And

Due  fo  mtinmidatin;
increase in population ang
rapid-fire industrialization,
drinking water quality is
being deteriorated day by
w in Pakistan. This
review sums up the issues
of colorful exploration
studies conducted  for
drinking water quality sta-
tus of different arcas of
Pakistan by taking into
account the physicochemi-
cal parcels of drinking
water as well as res-
ance of colotful pathogenic
microorganisms. About 20
of the whole population of
Pakistan has access to safe
drinking water.

he remaining 80 of
population is foreed 10 use
unsafe dninking water duc
to the failune of safe and
healthy  drinking  water
sources.  The primary
source of impurity is sew-
erage( fecal) which is con-
siderably discharged into
drinking  water sy stem

take defensive measures
and treatment technologies
1o overcome hygiel

arcas of Pakistan
Water quality
Drintking water is mainky
taken from surface and
underground aquifers near

rivers and canals. Surface
water quality is_rapidly
declining due to the addi-
tion of raw municipal and
industrial wastewater as

source of pollution is the
disposal of  poisanous
chemicals from artificial
backwaters,  fungicides
and diseases from hus-
dry sources inte the
water bodies.
Anthropogenic  condi-
tioning beget waterborme
conditions that constitute
about 80 of all conditions
and are responsible for 33
of deaths. This review
highlights the drinking
water  quality, impurity
sources, saniiation situa-
tion, and goods of unsafe
drinking water on humans.
There’s immediate need to

well as run:
to the water source. When
nver water flow is at its

ension. Most rivers are
ong and thin and do not
SUPPOTT Aquatic species.

It is clear that the:
waters are contaminated
with facces and ne e
treated appropnately  to
remove contaminants
for human consumption. In
Pakistan, four major cilics
use surface water: these are

Islamabad. arachi,
Rawalpindi .
Hyderabad

The main cause of

ca
nation is the mixing of the
common sewer with the
domestic water supply. In
most 0
Pakistan, surface water is
used for drinking after
slow sand fillration, and
chlonnation is not per-
formed at filiration sta-
fions. In most rural areas,
there is no pre-ireaiment
facility for water purifica-
tion. All this deficiency is
duc to microbial contami-
nation and poor water qual-
ity

Sources of
Contamination:

Microbiological
Contaminants;

In Pakistan_ microbial
pollution has been discov-
ered as one of the serious
problems in rural as well as
urban areas. This is due t©
the leakage of pipe, pollu-
tion from sewage lines
intrusion into  drinking
water supplics, and so

Chemical Contaminants;
Chemical pollutants that
come from industries, soil
sediments and agricultural

Its Sources Of Contamination

off. i.c. pesticides and
fertilizers, ~enter  water
sources. In Pakistan. the
use of fertilizers and pest
cides is around 5.6 million
tons and 70,000 rons

groundwater by mix
with irrigafion water and
rainwarer. Berween 1988
and 2000, about 107 sam-
ples  were  taken  from
groundwater, and 31 sam-
ples showed lear pesticide
contamination above the
limats set by the Food and
Agriculture  Organization
of the United Nations
(FAQ) and WHO. Another
significant problem for
E[ﬂuﬂdualur in Pakistan is
er salt concentrafion,
which is mainly caus:
irmgation activitics, salt
issolution in soil, scawa-
cal

industries, Salinity affects
major arcas of Balochistan.
PK and Punjab.
Wastewater from indus-
tries and households has
high levels of arsenic,

becoming @ serious prob-
lem. In the major citics of
Sindh and Punjab, about
16% of people were
exposed to more than 50
pm of arsenic. Fluoride
concentrations above the
permissible limit  cause
problems i the main
regions of Balochistan,
Punjab and Sindh. Dental
fluorosis is common in
Sindh, Punjab and KPk
Floods Cause Major
amage  to  Drainage
SystenyIn Pakistan, floods
have created serious envi-
ronmental_problems. They
damage pipes and event
ally cause sewage to over-
flow into water bodics,
Severe flooding destroyed
buildings and crops. All
substances can cause

be discharged into rivers,
streams, lakes... and can
lead to the death of aquatic
nisms. Many chemical
pollutants enter floodwa-
ters in their Current
severe floods (2010) and
heavy rains have damage:
BO% of Nowshera, destroy-
ing 40% of infrastrueture
The total number of houses
destroved and damaged
Human Health Tmpact.
Due to the poor sanita-
tion sysiem. ireatment, and
monitoring, drinking water
quality deteriorates. The
presence of toxic cher
cals and bacteria in drinl
ing water causes adverse
effect on human health,
Due to the fecal contami-
nation, peaple have been
suffering from waterbome
diseases.

The Socio-Economic
Impacts of 2022 Floods
in Balochistan

Syed Safdar
Al

Flood is one of the
most divestin, natu-
ral hazards through-
out the ‘glnﬂe.
According to CRED-

ata Base, from the
19th century tll the
present day thousands
of people have lost
their lite due to flood
disasters. Further, 4.5
million people were
dis lacegl, injured,
and homeless.

Pakistan Vulnerable
to Natural Disasters

Pakistan 1s particu-
larly vulnerable to
natural disasters
including floods. The
2010-11 floods

side whereas;, on the
other hand, such stor-
age of water can
recharge the dcgictcd
ggnund’watur table n
those particular areas

belongs to the agri-
culture sector. The
agriculture sector is
depending  on_ the
availability of the
required amount of

adversely affected the
ecconomy of Pakistan

The geographical  water. Due to a lack of
location of Balochistan _losts  proper management
Balochistan is prone huge amount of water an planning, we
to many natural disas- due to no dams: always face cata-
ters, like drought Unfortunately, in strophic events

floods, and earth- the recent monsoon terms of floods
quakes. The recent season. we havelosta drought, etc. the rele-

vant stockholders like
PDMA, Agriculture
Department,

Irrigation Department
need to revisit their
policies in terms of
water storage to mini-
mize the adverse

monsoon spells have
adversely affected the
rural communities of
the province k
socio-economic
development of the
rural ~ areas
Balochistan

huge amount of water
du¢ to the lack of
proper reservoir and
e dam systems in the
province. Dam and
reservoirs can mini-
mize the initial pres-
sure of flood on one

of
mainly

impact of flood and
drought in the
province.

The consequences
of floods, both nega-
tive and positive,
vary greatly depend-
ing on their location,
duration, the extent of
flooding, depth, and
speed, as well as the
vulnerability and
value of the affected
natural and construct-
ed ENVIronments
Floods impact both
individuals and com-
munities and_have
social, economic, an
environmental conse-
quences

he environmental
benefits of

flooding
can also help the
economy through

things = such  as
increased fish pro-
duction, recharge of

roundwater
resources, and main-
tenance of recreation-
al environments.

We need to take
action with a proac-
tive approach rather
than a  reactive
s?prosuh If we invest
$10 in_the pre-phase
of a disaster so we
can save 35100 in the
post-phase of a disas-
ter

Climate affairs

cientists
have long
clamored that
human activity

on Earth has

to the
calamitous weather
changes we are witness-
l\r‘\g today, The United

N'a ti ons
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change
IPCC) has confirmed
that climate change
makes heatwaves hotter
and  more
According to the
research, greenhouse gas
emissions have heated
the ﬁ)lanel by an estimat-
ed 1.2 degrees Celsius
(2.16 degrees Fahrenheit)
over the last two cen-
ries.

he Nature journal
published an article this
month detailing what its
authors say is proof that
heatwaves in  Europe
have increased three-to-
four times faster than in
other northem mid-lati-
tude areas such as the
United States. The reason
for this, according to the
article, is due to the fast
wesl-to-east air stream,
or atmospheric circula-
tion, which is carrying
hot air across the north-
ern atmosphere.

Most scientists appear
to agree that tempera-
tures will continue to rise
unless  humans  cease
adding greenhouse gases
to the atmosphere
Without a drastic change
in the way mankind con-
ducts its business, heat-
waves are E(ed]:lgd to
worsen. Tackling climate
change should be a top
priority for every country
today Heatwaves  that
occurred  once  every
decade are now happen-

ing at_three times that
rate, The 2015 Paris
Agreement  and  last
year's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.

loday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, Portugal,
Morocco and Ttaly
one thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
havé been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate change plays a
significant role in" the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less Fmr
cipitation means dry land
and vegetation. = This
means _that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely. Hot and
dry conditions are a per-
fect recipe for a massive
inferno,

However, it is impor-
tant to note that not every
fire is caused by climate
change. Forest manage-
ment programs, which
deal with fiow forests are
maintained specifically
10 prevent massive infer-
nos, are often insuffi-
cient, In addition, it is
offen. careless * people
who ignite fires through
arson or s\mp]g by barbe-
cuing Human fire starters
aside. they don’t cause
the actual heatwave.
Individuals  are
responsible necessaril
but since mankind is col-

lectively composed of
individuals, it does fall
on each and every one of
us 1o take steps 1o mini-
mize our carbon foot-
print. There is a reason
\wh?_ famed reality star
Kylie  Jenner ° was
slammed on social media
for posting a photo of her
grwat_eje! q_arkgd next to
oyfriend Travis Scott's
plane, “You
wanna take
yours™  And y
slammed again for taking
her jet in the end for what
turried out to be a paltry
12-minute flight

Heatwaves that
occuired  once  every
decade are now happen-
ing at_three times that
rate. The
Agreement and  last
year's Glasgow  climate
conference were intends

2t ue 1o glob-

al attention and generate
movement on the ground
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.

‘oday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, Portugal .
Morocco and Italy. Over
one thousand people
have died so far and
thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety
Climate change plays a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less pre-
cipitation means dry land
and vegetation " This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely

asking

Global energy

Not since World War
Il has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday.

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent  geo-eco-
nomic war between the

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for pelicies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
frontation with Russia
The waining of public
support for the sanc-

Europe further, saying it
plans to reduce gas sup-
lies through the Nord
tream 1 “pipeline to
Germany to just 20 per-
cent capacity. In
response, European
Union energy ministers

Kremlin and the West
disrupted gzlobal gas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — Europe’s
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and avoid a massive
shortage this winter
are friggering  price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the worl,
No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
lnuuihl they had pre-
red for every eventu-
ality.  For cxumﬁlc.
PaKistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
contracts (o increase its
ray security  in
has seen
partners those
deals to send their gas to
new cliems offering 1o
gay more. The coffers of
oth the developed and
developing world are

i
drained Meanwhile,
Kremlin is using the
global energy crisis it
created to sustain its
econamy in the face of
severe  international
sanctions, Moreover, it
is weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural "%as to try and
break Western resist-

swiftly announced an
agreement for the blog’s
members to gut gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter. This _was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in 1o Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
guammeed. Following
iazprom’s latest cuts,
analpts already predict
the EU will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to B0 percent capacity
?y winter. Now that
urope made it clear
that it is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,

the Kremlin will do
everything it can to
inflict maximum pain

on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ency remains.

A recent German poll
found that at the
moment, 58 percent of
the population is
porting _san
againsl Russia des)

potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President

Vladimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down - down to the
point that it becomes

tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
governments.

Europe’s leaders are
now facing the hes
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  Ukraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public_support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis largely manufyc-
tured by Russia that
seems 10 have no real
end in sight.

Eneray is perhaps the
~" consequential
in the ongoing
geo-economic  battle

etween Russia and the
West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first

After moving 1o
address the demand side
of the equation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent gosslb]c.
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions ~ regime
against Russia, .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European
zovernments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the sup%‘Iy issue swiftly.

The Netherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural gas across
Europe by increasing
roduction  at
roningen _gas field
BEWIldB{I_ﬂF ¥, howev-
er it is still planning to
take the entire operation
offline next year over
the risk_of minor earth-
quakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by exlending
the liféspan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant to come
offline at the end of the
year. overning
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The party’s
stance on this issue’ is
somewhat understand-
able - a all,
Gcrmanfr's Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’s Cal
War-era  anti-nuclear

novement.,
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and’ low-risk
solution ta a major
problem  facing_ the
nation, it risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
artner at a time of war,
ess than a year afier its
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own produc-
tion capacity by
means poss
European nations
should of course also
work on forming new

By Ma: an Hess

partnerships with sup-
pliers outside their
region. The global gas
crisis and its impacts are
b Timited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international “com-
to coordinate
global supply.

When the world last
faced such a ma{qr ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies.
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled most
of “the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War IL. Britain
established the

Petroleum Warfare
Department  and  the
Petroleum  Board —

which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the

coordinate suppl
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 1s far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a lique-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exXporter 1o support
Europe, a fire this June
at 1ts flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
fogether of key public
and private players from
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter.

The false narrative
around SOEs

elling state
companies 15 a
bad idea, But
despite failing
repeatedly in practice this
%njhgs rgsuuar{eced in the
20123~ et propos-
als, which sagy th[;t next
vear the government

will raise Rs96 billion
by selling state compa-
nies.

So, what’s going on
here? Why do our eco-
aomic managers wish to
peddle state cnm!'mnies
when they should be
fighting our real prob-
lems, which are poverty,
illiteracy, child malnutri-
tion and unemployment?
You might think s
because selling “loss-
making’ state companies
makes them look like
tough-minded Eenple
eamestly fighting budget
deficits. That's surely part
of the answer. But the
bigger picture, 1 would
argue, is ideological. It's
their false f that
‘business is not the busi-
ness of the state’. Why
false? Because we have
several decades worth of
world experience show-
ing otherwise.

ow then should we
push back against these
managers? It 1s tempting
0 show that they live in a
fantasy world, that lurk-
ing behind their ideolog
s 2 faulty premise, Wh]t_g
raises doubts ahout their
competence — and their
connection with reality.
But the bigper problem
with selling state compa-
mies 15 that it’s all wrong
on the merits. So, for
now, let's put aside ideol-
n%‘y Let's ask instead
whether state companies
are really a fiscal disas-

ter? And whether, as the
Privatization
Commission says om its
website, they burden the
national budget, burden
the poor le, so that
selling them *salvages the
government throu;
reducing state subsidies?"
Now, the truth is that
this much-hyped story-
line that all state compa-
nies are a burden on the
budget is completely
false. But it has settled in
the people’s minds abet-
ted by a complicit media
That ‘may be the reason
why a loss-making state
company, FIA, makes up
the usual headlines, while
proftzble companies ike
il and Gas Dcvclugmcm
Corporation (OGDC) and
Pak Petroleum (PP} are
i on  the

t o
Commission’s altar with-
out_anyome noticing the
difference i
To illustrate this point,
that there is a

ance of state companies

that it is 10
the reality, | pive you evi-
dence from the latest PP
and  OGDC _ annual
reports. The first thing
you see is that we, the
people of Pakistan, own
about two-thirds of both
companies. But the espe-
cially notable aspect is
the outstanding perform-
ance of these companies,
and their enormous prof-
its year after year after
vear. So, PP's after-tax
rofit last year was Rs54
Pilion ‘and it put Rs4s
billion in the  national
kitty in taxes alone. In the
past six years its cumula-
tive profit was Rs299 bil-

lion. There's more, and it
further strengthens our
case:_last year OGDC
contributed Rs207 billion
to the national kitty, and
Rs821 billion in the last
six years These are colos-
sal amounts. To put them
in_perspective, consider
this: the Rs250 billion the
WO companies gave to
the government last year
is about 70 per cent of the
of servicing our
external debt; it exceeds
BISP's expense by Rs79
billion. And it is ample
roof that  the
Privatization
Commission used a false
guise to sell 644 million
shares of OGDC.
result, just 67 per cent of
1t is now left in our own-
rshi

You might expect that
in wview of this the
Privatization

Com: ion will pause
and relent. But no It
sticks to 1ts guns insisting
that selling state compa-

es would do great
things for our country
But foolhardiness aside,
s important to realize
that the case for selling
state companies is clearly
wrong on the merits.

Likewise, the ideologi-
cal premise of selling
companies s
flawed, which brings me
to the mantra that "bu:
ness is not the business of
the state,’ aka free-market
capitalism. Now, eco-
nomic historians will tell
you that this has never
een the case. Not one of
today’s Western econom-
ic powers practised free-
market capitalism during
its development. Take for
example France. Iis state
created *national
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President directs SLICP to
improve policy on
pre-insurance medical tests

ISLAMABAD
President Dr Arif Alvi has
directed the State Life
Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan _(SLCIP) to
improve its policy on
medical tests before the
issuance of Life
Insurance policies to
prmpemmn policyhold-

He asked SLICP to
constitute a panel of doc-
tors who should suggest
as to what were the most
prevalent and common
diseases in Pakistan and
what tests should be con-

ducted  before  the
issuance of the policy.
The president gave

these orders in view of
the fact that a number of
representations
being filed with him by
the insurance companies
as well as citizens in
cases where insurance
companies were denying
the payment of deal
insurance claims to fami-
Iy members of the insured
policyholders  on  the
%m\md that they had will-
hidden ailments at
the time of ubwml g the
olicy, lent
acremnat Press \Mmz
said in a res: release on
%undny paymem:
were iefuse
despite lhc fnc: lhm :he

policies had heen issued
after the ‘rolwqho\ders
had been declared med-
iwcally fit by the author-
ized medical officers as
wc]t as_the field officers
of the insurance compa-
nies.The president issued
dlrecnve: while rejecting
raie represenia-
:\ons e«:l by SLICP
ifist lh! dbClsI(\ms of
the Wafagi Mohtasib
&W M) directing it to pay
s 3.68 million to the
family members of two
olicyholders to whom
SLICP had denied pay-
ment on account of them
hiding E‘w nsurance ail-
ments 1

Business leader
urges govt for serious
efforts for extension
in GSP+ status

ISLAMABAD: Former
President of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and [ndusl (ICCI) Dr
Shahid Rasheed Butt on
Sunday demanded of the
government to redouble
efforts to get GSP+ status
that is set 1o ex e al the
end of current

The F.urupt.un Union
gEU is  considering

SP+ status for Pakistan
and other eight countries,
and it will continue mon-
itoring the human rights,
freedom_of media and
labour_rights_in_all the
countries L?uymg the
status, he sai

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, Shahid
Rasheed Butt said that the
EU has decided to_intro-
duce fresh legislation to
continue the scheme for
another_ 10 years, but
there is a  deadlock
between the EU Council
and the EU Pardiament on
the issue of migration

The EU Parliament
strongly believes that
trade should not be linked
with the migration issue
but the EU Couneil thinks
otherwise, he added

ters from cach EU coun-
try, they meet to discuss,
amend "and adoy
and coordinate policies.
The ministers have the
authority to commit their
governments 10 the
agreed actions

It has been pr sed
that the curres
should be Lxlcmicd Fcr
four years. The proposal
will now be put to vote in
the EU Parliament, where
the legislature will decide
the time perio

By the time, the GSP+
scheme would be strin-

gent, and some countries

i._‘ not even gual
it, therefore Pakistani pol-
icymakers should try to
be included in the list of
countries enjoying the
trade concession under
the scheme.

The countries enjoying
the benefit wi ave to
submit & plan of action to
implement over 30 con-
ventions to qualify and
remain eligible for duty-
free access of Hn.nudx io
EU markets, which may
Em\e clmlenumb for

akistan

Shahid Rasheed Butt

which jumped to 6. 04 bll
lion Euros in )
However, Pal.lslan s
imports  have  also
increased by 69 percent
during the peri
Elisa very |m rant
trade pariner as 28 per-
cent of our exports are
%mg to this area; under
SP+ Pakistani goods
have duty-free access on
66 percent of tariff lines.
he European Union
EU) is considering
8P+ staus for Pakistan
and other eight countries,
and it will continue mon-
itoring the human rights,
freedom of media an
labour _rights in_all the
countries elsjnyma the
status, he sai
In a statement issued
here on Sunday, Shahid
Rasheed Butt said that the
EU has decided 1o intro-

e fo
years, but
there is a  deadlock
between the EU Council
and the EU Parliament on
the issue of migration

he EU Parliament
strongly believes that
trade should not be linked

HYDERABAD:Workers of Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP) Reciting the Holy
Quran to record their protest at Hyder Chewk against burning the copy of Hely

Quran in Sweden.

Kh Asif sees dissolution of
assemblies in August

SIALKOT: Federal Minister
ol Defence Khawaja
Muhammad Asif sees the disso-
lution of assemblies in August
after the completion of their
tenure

Sp at a worker's con-
vention m%lalkolon Sunday, he
said that Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) keep-
ing in_view dissolution of
assemblies in August has started
'prtpuﬂllon for the general elec-

Khawa a Asif said that PML-~
led PMD coalition govern-
menl had the choice 10 ﬂ\;ﬁolvb
ut it

was their attitude toward allies,
they turned their back to their
allies.

The defence minister lambast-
ed the PTI chairman saying that
he dissolved the KP and Punjab
assemblies despite disagreement
by his party members. The PTI
chief planned_the May 9 vio-
lence and it will be a black day
n the story of Pakistan,
rlier, Pakistan Muslim
League  Nawaz (PML-N
unveiled its strategy for upeom-
u;s]p, %enem elections and politi-

all

PML-N leader and Federal
Minister  Rana

would have deepened the eco-
nomic crisis and Pakistan would
have defaulted 14 menths ago.
He revealed that the reason
behind the ouster of the former
prime minister and PTI chief
through no-confidence motion

T anveer Hussain said in a state-
ment that his political party

would not get imo an alliance
with any political party for the
IJDCQR’I]I’IE geueml ections.

t is pertinent to mention that
Pakman Muslim League Nawaz

(PML-N) leader and former fed-
eral minister Muhammad Zubair
said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) is not in a position to
contest elections. He said that
PTlisnotina pmmnn to contest
ective of its
chairman’s dlsquallﬂeaucn

Speaking at a worker’s con-
vention in Sialkot on Sunday, he
said that Pakistan Mushm
League-Nawaz (PML-N) keep-
ing in_ wiew dissolution uf‘
asacmhl.cs in August has started
preparation for the general elec-
tions Khawaja Asif said that
PML-N led PMD coalition gov-
ernment had the choiee o dis-
solve assemblies immediately
but it would have deepened the
economic crisis and Pakistan
would have defaulted 14 months
ago.He revealed that the reason
behind the ouster of the former
prime minister INP

PR adversely fails to follow
schedule time causing huge
loss to national exchequer

ISLAMABAD Pakistan
Railway trains have adversely
failed to follow the schedule
time  causing  mi
rupees loss to national excheq-
uer. The puncluahg’ of trains
has reduced from 59 percent 1o
42 percent,

According to detail s, during
the financial year 2022-23
Pakistan Railway trains were
delayed by 18596 hours due to

which thousands of litres addi-
tional fuel was consume.

was reduced by a total 17 per-

cent

The schedule maintenance
of inter-city trains remained at
97 percent in 2021-22, in
2022-23 schedule maintenance
of intercity trains was record-
ed at 85 percent while overall
of the schedule maintenance
during 2021-22 remained 82
percent. Over schedule main-
tenance of trains in 2022-23
was recorded as 79 percent

The documents further stat-

916 more than 2022-23. On
the other hand, accidents
caused 720 hours delay, bad
weather caused 6029
delay which was 4163
more than previous financial
year. Attaching rake with_pas-
senger trains caused 3140
hours de]aF zainst the sched-
ule time of the trains, Over all
dcla} during the p od stand
18596 hours, resultin
wmum tion of Lhmmm s of
litres additional fuel causing

3-member
inter-district
robber gang
busted, Rs2m

cash, car

recovered

CHARSADDA: The police
busted a three-member inter-dis-
trict robber gamg and recovered
two million tupees looted cash and

ar

Robbers snatched Rs2 million
cash from a citizen Amar Khan s'o
Tamrez Khan near Azeem Khan
Bridge in Charsadda.

DPO  Charsadda Muhammad
Aunif taking noticing of the incident
assigned task to Khanmai police to
nab the culpnls and recover the
looted amount

A team headed by
Investigation Charsadda RaJah o
Khan, constituting SHO
Khan, SI Israr Bacha and i m\es
gation officials was constituted

The police team by witilizing
maodern scientific techniques man-
aged 1o nab_the inter-provincial
éung comprising Spin Gul s/o Tour

ul, Tariqullah s/o Attaullah and
Syedullah sfo Nazir Khan hailing
from Peshawar. The police recov-
ered the two million looted cash
and an Alto car from possession of
the detainees. INP

Malnutrition,
diseases claim
lives of five
more children
in Tharparkar

THARPARKAR: malnutrition
and multiple diseases claimed
lives ¢ more children in
Tharparkar taking toll to 449,

According to health department
sources five children aged between
five months to nine years admitted
to Civil Hospital Mithi after affect-
ed of malnutrition and multiple
expired during treatment.

he government and health
department has  been  prove
unsuccessful in controlling the
mortality rate despite numercus
child deaths. According to health
department sources five children
aged between five months to nine
Jgars admitted 1o Civil Hospital
ithi after affecied of malnutrition
and multiple expired durning treat-

As the la

st district in Sindh,
and one with the lowest human
development index rating, the
deaths seem to point towards a
severe disparity in access to multi-
ple factors liké healthcare, hygiene

and nutrition, which have long
been a stumbling block for the
province. IN|

with the migration issue
but the EU Couneil thinks
ulhznws& he added INP

ed that en, meenn restriction
caused 4537 n against
the scheduled ume while was

Official documents said that
in 2022-23, Mail and Express
trains schedule maintenance

Population Week to
be observed
from July 10

RAWALPINDI: In connection with "War]d
Population Day". the Department of Populatior
elfare, Rawalpindi would celebrate Population W l.
from July 10.16 Tuly 13 by organising competifions,
demonstrating walks and other activities to promote the
spirit of family planning District Population Welfare
dﬁ\ce{ Ms Shireen Sukhan said here on Sunday. Giving
details of the events, she informed that a seminar would
be held on Julﬁ 10 at District Couneil Hall in which

millian of rupees loss, ta
Pakistan Rallwal,'! and nation-
al exchequeM INP

he business leader informed that Pak]stam
informed that the EU  exports to EU were 5.5
Council includes minis-  billion Euros in EDIJ

- Ulema will hi; ht the proper upbringing of kids and
g P g KL
ensuring the Iﬁu of couples.Shireen added that ral- - -
KARACHI:People are taking interest in the hooks on stalls along the | FATE DL Wonld be taken out across the distict on | RAWALPINDI:A gypsy man is searching valuables from a garbage

road side at Sadr area as in these modern days people who likes books
are very rare in Provincial Capital.

Six injured, six women
abducted, citizens
deprived of cash,

valuables

July 11 while speech competitions would be held on
July 12.She added that tv and Radio would bruadcasl
programs on_ July 13 while a baby show would be
arganised at Welfare centres across the district on the
same day "Free medical camps will be held in Tehsil
Taxila, Gujar Khan, Kahutta and Rawalpindi on July
ile satellite camps would be held in ten slums
aréa on July 15" The population officer said that on
dlr«.c:uuns of the Caretaker Punjab Chief Minister, a

mber of events were organized to educate the
masses about reproductive health services INI*

Fire erupts at
Gujranwala oil
refining unit

drum along Rawal road to sell and earn daily wages for the livelihood
of his family.

India releases
185,000 cusecs
water into

L] @
FAISALABAD: At injured Abdul Razzag and  of Usman Propeny dealer
least six people including  Rafique upon resistance  of 7.2 million ripees in GUIRANWALA: An oil refinery unit at Alipur aVl I lver
women were injured, six during robberies in 406-  67-GB  Sidhar Armed | Cpatiha has caught fire anda reighing operstion s
Wﬁnlu.n were abducted JB i f -GB rcbl:blirs bti_ugcd into a| been underway, sources said on Sund
while citizens were Jaranwala and took away marble  factory near Rescue lemm rushed 1o the spot and m"med fire- ISLAMABAD: Indi Gujrat could affect 59 vil- i d 31 child
eprived of cash and  bike and cash Karim Gamen ai Satiana ﬁ!éh"“éé opera sources sai to prelimi- | released 185,000 cu::.:: la;’c:r: fo;‘ M?EISZ;H] p‘lfjlt rl;?:mN”E);}lnA smdc ;ndﬁng
uahle* durlng separate  -Thealied.ofall Incl: voall away | nary rapors fve fire tenders of Rescue 1132 have besa | oF sater inio Rover Ravi, nomenan after monsoon  that 78 houses had also
dens were shified fo dif-  Rs#5.000 from Ali Raza engaged in firefighting operation the National Disaster  downpour n the river's been damaged. As far as
1;1‘:;[ inday : of Foisinbad fe{:m hg:gg\t:];\ﬂrmpeclé & %‘QSEFL'TJ cases in all | poil "é”fu o o SanberbEth he\ﬁ':t"gmmd oL the Auherity the Inhred, peaple. pre
unday. i Ve X g n ailer an heating chamber of the oil refining unit. DMA d Sunda Earli [h NDMA d, the total
Rescuc sources said  including daughter of incidents were registered “ Aroumn 000 litres of the crude stock has been ﬂ“w,,.me)d“ﬁ',m :J[‘:]g ,‘}mﬁ _._,ma; ‘lemrm m‘e'.ls peaple Efi'iﬁi':fm nicn tgsx]
g”‘ e Al*’ﬁ“‘"";’]? %h"““l‘“[hf" Sigluse “} 2 “'”p“d“"“ "”!‘“" e present at the oil chamber of the refining unit,” sources de\u e would start affect-  had so far lost their lives  women (38) and children
arman and Asghar Ali ar Munir, niece of tions and investigations | saj 3 25 _ v
were schorched when Saqib Ali, s\sler ofWa||d were kicked off. Rescue sources said that the cause of the blaze could lu cm.ammc ot A Z'F"f“i':;:zun Scl;\:u;tar_l e aomover

boiler of a textile mill
located in near 69-GB
Jaranwala exploded.

Four including Amin
Awais,  Faheem  an
Yousal were injured in
separate incidenis of fir-

and violence in 416-
GB, 52-GB Nishatabad,
53-GB and 630-GB areas

Robbers  shot dead

Ali, niece of Khalil ur
Rehman and daughter of
Ali Hassan were abduct-

ed from Chak 204
Madina Town, 2411-Rn
Roshanwala, 0-GB,

213-RB Pcup\c.u Culunv
and 192-GB Muridwala
police station jurisdic-
tion Accused Wajid sfo
Khurshid deprived owner

Rescue sources said

that  two labourers
Farman and Asghar Ali
were  schorch when

boiler of a textile mill
located in near 69-GB
Jaranwala exploded.
Four including Amina,
Awais, Faheem and
Yousaf were injured in
separate incidents. INP

not be ascertained so far. oke out in an oil
tanker near a plastic factory located in Gujranwala last
month, severely mjuring five mdividuals.

The incident occurred near the Mafi Wala Chowk —
Gujranwala, where five em plvgﬁts of a plastic factory
sustained injuries as a result of a fire that broke out in
an oil tanker.

Sources said that the rescue teams controlled the fire
with the assistance of six fire tenders The injured facto-
ry workers were identified as Akram, FZeeshan,
Shaukat, Sajjad, and Shakir INP

Pakistan under the burden of Chinese
debt is not a true statement

BELING: Pakistan
under the burden of
Chinese debt is not a true
statement.

Considering all the
funds that China has pro-
vided to Pakistan, includ-
ing the safe dcpu:.nte.. it
amounts (0 approximate-
ly 20 percent. "And as I
mentioned, most money
came as 4 swap

They are reserves in
Pakistani banks to avoid
default. The rest are con-
cessional loans trying to
help us create economic
opportunities for more
financial resources and
revenue, which will help
to avert our debt cnsis,
says report carried by

Xinhua )
Our real problem is the
foreign debt from the
Western financial institu-
tions. Pakistan cannot
pay them back because
they arehigh-inter
loans. Some of them,
rivate_debt, are
igher,” said Ramay.
“Pakistan also sold bonds.
in the Western market at a
higher rate. Those all are
causing real problems for
Pakistan Take the textle
industry In its story, AP
said, “In Pakistan, mil-
lions of textile workers
have been laid off
because the country has
much foreign” debt
and can't afford to keep

ihe electricity on and
machines running."
hahid Sattar, sec-
retary general of the All
Pakistan_ Textile Mills
Asmcmucm |he sector
was hit er "perfect
storm” of a 1|:|u|d|rv
:shurlnm. caused by the
significant change in
rupee-dollar parity,
delays in  sales tax
refunds and the cotton
croj failure in Pakistan
ut to blame it on
China is completely
absurd. China has been
working with Pakistan to
resolve our economic
issues sustainably,
Shahid said.For Mfuru
former deputy head of the

Zambian  mission in
Beijing, Chinese debt has
the lowest interest rates,

It represents the r.'zle ur
ex loitation,”
uni Countries defaul(-

lawer than Western and mg inflation _soari

mulnlalera] debt, the people losing jobs and
F, the WB and espe- their families facing star-

ciall pnvar:\:ndus vation ... This is the bleak
gur biggest problem icture painted by

is not the Chinese debt
but the vulture funds.
They are not interested in
debi forgiveness,” but
expect China to be, sard
Mfuni "1 think we must

estern media of the
world's poorest countries
falling “into a "deb
trap."China, again,
bﬂcam: an easy ta\gel m

be factual. The interest Assoc:a[ed E’\ess (AI’

rates estern  story, titled “China's

lenders are higher .. loans pushing world's

Counmes have been poorest countries to lh

stuck paying the interest, colla

and rhc ?nnup)ql remains  accused China of umun;;
long time. up the so-called "debt

"
Wml daes that represent? me and labeled INP

Munuvu. the NDMA
also asked the administra-
tion and the relevant
departments in the wul-
nerable area to enhance
preparedness.

Last year, the Indian
anlhunms had relegsed

ccs of water into
lhc river — which was
handed over to India
under the Indus Waters
Treaty alaﬂgl with Sutlej
and Beas in

On  the mlxe‘ hand
Gujrat deputy commi;
sioner said high flood in

across Pakistan, said
It added that nine more
deaths and injuries to
another eight were report-
during the last 24
hours. Five of these vic-
tims were from Punjal,
bringing the death tol
the provinee to 48 which
is hl hest in the country.
yber Pakhtunkhwa
is secnud the list with 20
deaths followed by five in
Balochistan and three in
Azad Kashmir
Out of the 76 dead peo-
ple. 30 were men, 15

t
administration and the
relevant departments in
the wvulnerable area to
enhance preparedness.

Last year, the Indian
authorities had released
173 cusecs of water into
the river — which was
handed over ta_India
under the Indus Waters
Treaty along with Sutlej
and Beas in B

On the other hand,
Gujrat deputy commis-
sioner samphm.h flood in
Gujrat could affect 59 vil-
lages — a seasonal INP
r

LAHORE:Federal minister of Information and Broadcasting Maryam
Aurangzeb taking keen intrest in the portraits of Pakistan favorites

classical Singers during her visits of Radio Pakistan in Provinci
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CS Balochistan pa

Staff Reporter
QUE Chief

TTA: Se:re(arx b
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz Uqaili

paid a surprise visit {0 vanous
ongoing development projects in

the city: T
On this occasion, Administrator
Quetta Abdul Jabbar Baloch,
Project Director Rafig Balochistan,
Deputy Project Director,
Muhammad Azhar Mandokhail,
and other relevant officials also
accompanied the CS.
he Chief Secretary made a
detailed visit to the Inscomb Road,
Spiny Road. Sarab Road, Radio
Pakistan Road, Link Badini Road,

KAIICH:I‘wpIc are tal

E rest
these modern days people who likes by

3-day Shandur polo
festival concludes
successfully

EU mulls

extending

Pakistan’s
GSP+ status

ISLAMABAD: European Union
(EU) mulling  over extending
Pakistan’s Generalised Scheme o
Preferences (GSP) Plus status.

In a wideo statement, European
Union Ambassador to Pakistan Dr
Riina Kionka said that Pakistan will
continue enjﬂgiﬂg the preference in
access to the European markets as no
changes have been made in the
planned extension of GSP regulation

She said that the report will be pre-
sented in the European parliament and
the member states and the EU will
keep an eve on the proceeding regard-
mglthe GSP plus status.

'he ambassador highlighted the
areas where the EU wants improve-
ment from Pakistan, which include
freedom of expression, media free-
dom, women’s rights, minority rights,
and gender equalit ;

Dr. Riina Kionka maintained that
EU and international experts are keg
ing an eye on the crackdowns after
May 9 and the trials in the military
courts and anti-terrorism courts.

Pakistan is a party to Intemational
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) which states that every citi-
zen has the right to a fair and public
trial. The charter also states that the
trial must be held in court which is
free and unbiased INP

Irreparable
damages
rendered to
country during
PTT’s 4-year
tenure: Bilal
Azhar

LAHORE: Coordinator to PM for
Economy and Energy Bilal Azhar
Kayani has said irreparable damages
are rendered to the country during
four-year tenure of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTT)

Addressing a press conference here,
he said that last year an imposed
prime minister was removed in accor-
dance with the constitution but this
removed person raised the slogan of
imported government
_ Bilal Azhar Kiyani said, after being
imposed this person was also fed but
the systems don't work like this and
the result of fraudulent experiments is
in front of everyone .

He said that during Nawaz Sharif's
tenure, the rate of inflation was only

8%, more than 12,000 megawait
power plants were built in Pakistan,
terrorism was eliminated from the

coutiny, . :

Bilal Azhar Kiyani said that the per-
son who was imposed lad got 3 devel-
oped economy but millions of people
were made unemployed in the last 4
years, the largest debi in the history of
Pakistan was taken in the previous
government and highest inflation was
recorded during his tenure. The
imposed person had_said that 1 will
commit suicide, I will not go to the
TMF, they shauld be ashamed today,
(\lee‘ shodld apologize to the nation,

The coordinator to PM further said
that the staff level agreement with the
IMF was. the result of a year's hard
work of the incumbent government
P11 geople are celebrating meetig
with IMF, they should apologize the
nation as they broke the agreement
with IMF, he added INP

Body of one of two
drowned brothers
retrieved from River
Indus
HYDERABAD: Dead body of one

i

’.

k
and Quetta Green Bus Service
Parking projects under the Quetta

R

the books

Chitral A three-day
enthralling colourful celebra-
tions of traditional Shandur
Folo festival concluded success-
ully in Chitral valley where
thousands of tourists from all
across  Pakistan  including
International tourists had partic-
ipated in the event and enjoyed
polo matches

The provincial government in
collaboration with Pakistan
Tourism evelopment
Corporation (PTDC) has made
all-out efforts 1o Ipromnle Sports
and rourism while the pole
game found special attention for
the tourists, PTV News channel
reported

The world’s highest pole
field, Shandur, Upper Chitral, is
the site of the annual polo festi-
val, which features teams from
Gilgit Baltistan and Chitral

BEIING: The projects under
China-Pakistan Economic
Cortidor (CPEC) a flagship proj-
ect of the Belt and Road Imtiative
}.BRI) are flourishing all across

akistan and have atracted
US$25 4 billion of direct invest-
ment from China during the last

years.

“After ten_vears of develop-
ment, a ‘1+4’ cooperation layout
has been formed, with the CPEC
at the center and Gwadar Port,
transport infrastructure, energy
and industrial cooperation being
the four key areas.” according to a
senior official of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry.

The projects under the CPEC
framework have created 192,000
Jjobs, producing 6,000 megawatts
of electric power, building 510

i P

on stalls ai;mg t
oks are very rare in Provincial Capital.

ys surprise v

e

b
Development  Package  and
reviewed the progress of the con-

d side at Sadr area as in

A foreign tourist admired that
the unique location of the polo
ground makes it a popular desti-
nation for adventure seekers
and polo enthusiasts,

The final match of the festival
was played between Chitral and
Gilgit Beltistan teams, said a
lacal visitor

The festival also concluded
with special traditional, cultr-
al, and adventurous activities
including music and dance in
the evening at the world’s high-
est polo ground at Shandur.

Along with this, administra-
tion officials, including high
civil and military officials, a
large number of local people
and other guests had attended
the event.On this occasion,
local artists also performed
‘Waziristan dance and sang
national songs INP

CPEC’s projects attract
$25.4b of direct investment
during last 10 years

Terming the China-Pakistan
Economi¢c Corridor a signature
project of China-Pakistan cooper-
ation in the new era, he said that it
15 an important project under the
Belt and d Initiative.

This year marks the 10th
anniversary of the launch of
CPEC. After ten years of develop-
ment, a I+4 cooperation lagum
has been formed, with the CPEC
at the center and Gwadar Port,
transport infrastructure, enes
and industrial cooperation being
the four key areas.

The CPEC has made a tangible
contribution to the national devel-
opment of Pakistan and connectiv-
ity in the region. China and
Pakistan have slsa_explored new
areas for cooperation under the
framewark of CPEC, creating new
highlinhts i i H

kilometers < ghways  an
adding 886 kilometers to the core
national transmission network, he

LAHORE: Special
resentative to the Prime
Minister on Interfaith Harmony
and Middle East Maulana Hafiz
Muhammad ~ Tahir Mehmood
Ashrafi has demanded the interna-
tional community 1o ensure le;

countries to avoid any n
conflict in future

He was presiding over a
Seminar_on_ Shahdat-c-Hazrat
Usman Ghani (RA) held at the
Press Club here on Sunday.

He said that Hazrat Usman
Ghani (RA) published the Holy
Quran in the form of one single
book and then spread it to the
world, adding that not a single syl-
lable is changed while millions of
Muslims recite it in the world

Condemning the desecration of
the Holy Quran in Sweden under

n on agri-
culure, science and technology,
telecommunication and people’s
well-being INP

Ashrafi demands Int'l
legislation against blasphemy,
desecration of Holy Quran

the official umbrella, he said that
this is fear of islam and the perpe-
trators of this incidents wanted to
create clash between the nations
and religions.

Ashrafi, who is also the chair-
man of Pakistan Ulema Council,
said that the terrorists who killed
the people without any reason on
the name of Islam were not even
Muslim

He said that the Muslims
respect all holy prophets and
divine books including the Bible,
Taurah and Psalm as it is part of
our faith

He said that it was a good ges-
ture that all religions including
Christians, Hindus and Sikh con-
demned the burning of the Holy
Quran in Sweden and almost all
big countries including USA,
Russia and China also condemned
the incident INP

isit, reviews projects in Quetta

struction work on the development

met
projects. He said that the problems faced

by the project officials should be

Pl‘ojects Shou[d résolved quickly and also directed

1o review the progress of work on
be completed @s the projecis on a daily basis_He
early as possible

directed the concerned authorities
to complete the completion of the
Spini Road and Radio Pakistan
He directed to s[need up the pace
of work on development pmiacls
under the development package

Road as soon as possible
and said that all the obstacles on the

Quetta to be a
development projects should be

modern city after
removed as soon as possible and the Compl'(.‘noﬂ ﬂf
transfer of utility service lines

) these projects:
should be ensured as soon as pos i
Dle so that the stipulated penod is qaui

Mr. Ugqaili said that the current
projects are very important for
the convenience of the citizens,
He said that the improvement of
Quetta city, and their timely com-
pletion will make Quetta a mod-
ern and beautiful city and also
protect the trees along the devel-
opment projects.

He said that the Quetta devel-
opment package will be an
important  milestone for the
development of the city, if the
development projects are com-
pleted on time, there will be
development and the people will
be prosperous

Ahsan Iqbal says his
statement about China
advising against ‘experiments’
taken ‘out of context’

ISLAMABAD: Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal on
Sunday said a recent statement of his, in which he
appeared to say that China advised Pakistan to not
“conduct any experiment” during the 2018 elections,
was taken “out of context”. B

His clarification follows media coverage of his state-
ment made on last night in a private Tv channel, during
which he the China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CP] o

Tqbal said, “Let me also tell you that it is in my
personal knowledge that China — in their usual diplo-
matic manner — tried to convey to that time’s estab-
lishment that you should not conduct any new experi-
ment because}thaﬂl CPEC will get derailed.

see that PML-N
again if fair and

do — it is about disruption

In his clarification tweet today, the PML-N leader
said, “My statement about Ching in a TV interview is
out of context which_needs clarification. China main-
tains a policy of non-interference in domestic affairs of

tions — let fair and free elections take place”, he quot-
ed the Chinese officials as saying 1o the establishment
Igbal then asserted that at that time, “everyone could
 government will come to power once

ree elections were held”
further asked
Chinese officials knew from before that the PTI gov-
ernment would allegedly worsen the CPEC
he answered: “It is not about that what the

the host about how the

rogress,
would

Members linked to the coalition govemment, have
on mu]ug{e occasions, accused the then-PTI govern-

ment of harming progress on the multi-billion dollar
CPEC gm;ect :
“And then they (China) were told that "no, whoever

coimes fiext, rest assuredc._we will keep them right and

they will continue [CPE(
Whe

Next PM to
be from
PPP or
PML-N:

Manzoor
Wassan

KARACHI Senior
leader of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Manzoor
Ahmed = Wassan  has
claimed that next prime
minister will be from PPP
or  Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)

In a statement issued on
Sunday, the Advisor to

M on Agriculture_said
that there was possil
of dissolution of assem-
blies between August 08
o 10, 2023

Manzoor Wassan said
that he sees holding of
eneral  elections  in
ovember instead
October this _year,
weather was quite harm in
Qctober

PP

He  sai at Pl
desires timely holding of
general eleciions so the
countrymen should be
awared of the results.

The general elections
will sweep away all and
nothing  will be left
behind, he claimed

The PPP leader said
that many people will be
embog, some wound be
imprisoned.  We want
holding of general elec-
tion on old census,
‘Wassan concluded IN

AJK
remembers
Madr-e-Millat
on her death

host Saleem Safi sought confirmation of his  said,
claim, the minister went on to explain, “It is in my
knowledge that in their usual cautious manner, they
had conveyed that any sort of experiment for change
will not be'in Pakistan’s favour and will destroy CPEC
as well " Therefore, you should notinterfere in the elec-

ISLAMABAD
Shehbaz Sharif strongly condemned the
“vile campaign™ on social media against
Chief of Amy Stff (COAS
Asim Munir "emphasising that such
actions do_not fall within the realm of
freedom of expression

In an official statement released by
the Prime Minister House (PMO) on
Sunday, the premier attributed the vile
campaign to the sinister planning of con-
spiratorial minds behind the May 9
arson incident . .

PM Shehbaz Sharif expressed his firm
resolve 1o crush 3
against Pakistan and its institutions,
sending a clear message to the planners,
facilitators, and handlers of the May 9, 8

He underscored that the ongoing

Aurangzeb nllninlg to media persons during her visits of Radio
Provinecial Capital.

other countries.

He insisted that the advice of not experimenting with
the general elections was the “privately expressed
opinion” of “some senior businessmen working on
CPEC projects”, rather than China officially conveying
it 1o the establishment as his TV interview had depici-
cd.chcraung“}vhut he had said in his interview, Igbal

d, “As by March/Apnl 2018, it had become abun-
dantly clear and was being openly discussed in interna-
tional media that establishment of that time didn't want
PML-N government to return and was helping PTI to
come in power through interference in electoral
process.”

PM denounces ‘vile social
media campaign’ against

COAS Asim Munir

Prime  Minister media campaign against the army chief
and the armed forces is part of the same
nefarious agenda. o

. Directing the relevant institutions to
initiate legal action against the individu-
als involved in the media campaign,
both domestically and internation: )h
the prime minisier stressed that sucl
actions do not fall within the realm of
freedom of expression,

He labeled the campaign a mere con-
spiracy that must be forcefully halted
emphasizing that it is the duly of the
state to do so.

Moreover, Mr Shehbaz reassured
the nation that, just as it had thwarted
the conspiracy of a civil war on May

it would “also foil this heinous
plot INP

neral

every conspiracy

LAHOREFederal minister of Information and Hrnndtsilin% Maryam
A

Kistan in

Qureshi terms Ahsan’s

statement about China, CPEC
unfortunate,

irresponsible

i ISLAMABAD: Vice Chairman Industrial zone was finalised, which
anniyersary. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was under construction, he
MIRPUR: The s5ath | Shah Mehmood Qureshi has terme revealed. . . ‘
death anniversary  of | the statement of PML-N leader and Simularly. PTI Vice Chairman said
Madr-e-Millat Mohtarma | Minister Planning Ahsan Igbal per-  that IT Science and Technology and
Fatima ~linnah ~ was | taining to China and CPEC as Agriculture - Three new joint work-
observed across Azad | ynfortunate and irresponsible. ing grou?s negotiated and added in
gﬁ‘\‘}'l‘(‘;“qu"gm Kashmir | ", gy statement issued on Sunday. second phase of CPEC

Spacial prayer mest- he said that the msinuation that our He recalled that all power plants

ings were the hallmark of
the day wherein pantici-

ants ~ offered  Fatiha
esides paying rich trib-
utes for the meri-

torious services during
and after the emergence
of Pakistan under the
ymamic leadership of her

brother
"Mohtarma  Fatima
Jinnah is always remem-
bered for her passionate
all-time hard work and
support for securing due
rights and devoted strug-
3 in Pakistan
ovement”, said Jammu
Kashmir  Jinnah
Foundation Chairman Dr
Muhammad Chaudhry in
a statement.In Mirpur, a
special prayer meeting
was held at Media Park at
Sajid Plaza under the aus-
ices of the convener
ammu & Kashmir INP

iron brother would interfere in our
domestic affairs was baffling and
insulting.

Shah Mehmood said that with
PTI, there has always been strong
consensus on taking CPEC forward,
and under Imran
they successfully implemented the
important 3
Pakistan's commitment to CPE(
under the PTI government

Faisalabad
zones were made operational during
PTL government and the Dhabaji

9 killed, 8 injured in
monsoon rains in 24
hours; death toll since
June 25 reaches 76

ISLAMABAD: Nine more people
have died, and eight others were injured
due to the monsoon rains in the last 24
hours, as per the National Disaster

under construction were completed;
Power generation projects were
completed and added to transmis-
sion project.

_C%ures i further stated that the
highway construction - more kilo-
metres” completed under PTI
Government, Western alignment
was finalised and work was acceler-
ated on it.

Moreover. PTI Vice Chairman
said that Gawadar Industrial Zone
was evﬁ:anded and made opera-
tional. INP

han's leadership

projects, deepening

ashakar Industrial

Moreover, among the more than 130
people injured in rain-related incidents
are 49 men, 38 women and 48 children,
the authority says in a report

the two drowned brothérs was
retrieved from River Indus on Sunday,
rescue  sources said. According 1o
details, three young brothers drowned
in River Indus on Saturday while tak-
ing bath near Mehran Bridge

he divers of Rescue-1122 initiated
an operation soon after the incident
and managed to save one youth

So far, 78 houses have been damaged
bﬁv the rains across the country, while
there is a fear of urban flooding in dif-
ferent cities of the country due to torren-
tial rains.

Since June 235, the number of deaths
from monsoon rains across the country
has reached 76

According to the NDMA_ 31 children,

Management Authority (NDMA )

Since June 25, the number of deaths
rom monsoon rains across the country
has reached 76,

According to the NDMA, 31 children,
30 men and 15 women are among those
who have died due to rains in the last
fortnight.

The highest number of deaths, 48, has

Dead body of Hasnain 14 was
retrieved on gundnv and divers were been reported in Punjab. . 30 men and 15 women are among those
engaged in operation (o retrieve the Rains have also claimed 20 lives in  who have died due to rains in the last
bady of missing youth Khyber ~ Pakhtunkhwa, five in  fortnight

]‘{m dead bué'fwag shifted to hospi- | ISLAMABAD: A view of the trucks parked outside Floor mills at Sector I-11 as waiting | Balochistan and three in Azad Jammu The highest number of deaths, 48, has
tal for medico-legal formalities INP | for laborers to unload them, in Federal Capital. and Kashmir, been reported in Punjab, INP




