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With CPEC entering
2nd phase, some nations
making efforts to bypass

Pakistan in this process of

connectivity: PM

Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said on
Monday that China
Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC) — part
of Beijing’s Belt and
Road Initiative was
entering its second phase,
but there were efforts by

me COuntres o
“bypass Pakistan in this
process of connectivity”

Two sides

agreed fo
promote the

strategic
ML-1I project
P (i i

[But] I have no doubt
that Pakistan and China
will l ether fill in the
ga\': this corridor
will extend in many ways
to include the ~entire
region and other parts of
the world,” he said while
addressing a_ceremony
held to mark 10 years of
CPEC.

and ueu\y helpful™ in
ensuring the speedy oper-
ations of the project.

ML-1, Karachi

Phase 2 of
CPEC starts,

stand on its own feet,”
added Speaking belore

d
mportant |no

" an

Chinese Vice Premier o 3 Jocus on neering projest” of U
He Lifeng, who arrived in circular mflway a r.r'culture Belt and Road hm.mwe
Pakistan yesterday for a prgjec(s are gf g i adding that China an
three-day " visit, attended H inﬁirmm‘t'an Pakm?n had achieved
the ceg‘ljnmw}:‘ls mce]dcluef rmmense ﬂ!m!y ear|\\p ILanheilt:d ](t‘l
t - he project which led to
Siiehbaz thanked e _importance technolo new mpetus o the lai
(‘]unese vice premier for = —— The prime mifister rer’s spcin-economic
Pakisian and  Referring to Sunday’s thanked China for sup-  gevelopment and laid the
he celebrations.  “devastating” werror  porting Pakistan at “is  foundation for regional
fe said Lifeng was the  attack in B'U|au| he said ?;‘]i";"g J:}‘:“:-;““ |05I?5y and inm\ec
lynchpin™ in extending terrorism had also been a i A G is a vivid testa-

ment to our all-weather
friendship and_provides
an important. Web Desk

away from loans, aid and
handouts and wants to

i ject of joint coopera-
for CPEC inits early days nucrt\ between Pakistan
an

China.
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Rains and floods clalm
11 lives in Balochistan

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Torrential
rains and flash floods
unleashed by heavy rain-
fall claimed 11 lives dur-
ing the last one week in
various  districts  of
Balochistan

The dead include 6
men, 3 women, and two
These deaths
were reported in the dis-
of  Baluchistan

Khuzdar,  Jhal

, Pashin, Dera
Bugti, Oila Saifullah,
Nasirabad, and Awaran

Acwrdmg to the offi-
cials of the provincial
ody, the Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA), rains
have beén ODnlmuln !o.
the last 15 days in di
ent districts uf
Baluchistan, due to which

people’s houses  were
washed away in flood
water in many places,
which most of the dam-
ages, Killa Saifullah, It

happen ed in Kharan,
Naseerabad,
\\here man\ families

became homeless,

Muhammad Faisal told
Quetta Voice that on an
emergency basis, the res-
cue teams of PDMA res-
cued 40 families in
Kharan and 7 people
trapped in water in
Harnai with_the help of
local relief forces It was
said that in Baluchistan,
there is less damage due
to floods and rains com-
pared to last year. But if
the rains continue, there
i5 a fear of more dam-
age Due to the rccmt
mMONSoon  TaIns,
Quetta-Karachi- Smdh-
Malani highway has
been closed for the past
week after the Panjara
bridge in Bolan dmm:t
was washed away
floodwaters. While Fort
Mandu, Harnai, Sanjawi
Road has been restored
to traffic after landslides.

rOVvis|
crore as a relief fund
the Deputy Commissio
ners of all districts so
that the people can be
helped in time Dej un-
Director DM

Bajaur bomblng death
toll rises to 54

From

PESHAWAR The
death toll in the deadly
Bajau[ bombing rose to
56 on Monday evening as.
mare injured succmubed
to injuries. The blast had
targeted the gathering of
the Jamiat ul Ulema e
Islam in the Bajaur dis-
trict on Sunday evening.

¢ Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) regis-
te?gg the first mfnr)maﬁm
report against unknown
culprits behind the deadly
bombing

The bomb went off
when a party leader was
addressing the conven-
tion. JUL-F officials told
reporters that the party’s
Khar General Secretary
Ziaullah, JUI-F District
Press Secretary Mujahid
Khan, and his son were
among the dead. The
death toll is feared to
increase further

According to the dis-
trict administration and
Rescue 1122 officials, the
explosion occurred at 4
pm near the Shandi area,
some 2km from Khar.

Dr Naseeb Gul, the dis-
trict medical superinten-
dent of the Khar hospital,
told reporters today that
the death toll of the
explosion increased to 46
after another injured per-
son succumbed to his
wounds.

He said approximately
90 wounded peaple were
brought to the medical

facility, mldmu that 36
bodies had been handed
over to the heirs after
identification.

Dr Gul said

the deceased

included five
children

Earlier on Sunday:

At least 20 people were
killed and over four dozen
were injured in a blast in
the Bajaur district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Sunday evening

KP caretaker
Information Minister Firoz
Shah Jamal. while con-

firming the death toll and
the number of injuries, said
hospitals across Bajaur and
neighboring areas had been
put en high alert

than 150 injured peopte
had been brought to the
Bajaur Disirict
Headquarters  Hospital
while those in critical con-
dition were being moved to
the Lady Reading Hospital
in Peshawar via an army
helicopter.

A reporter, who was
present at the blast site,
said a local journalist
was among those
injured

Television footage
showed panic-stricken
people gathering at the
site following the blast
as ambulances arrived to
maove the injured 10 hos-
Bajour  pitals, Afterward, a large

Health Officer olice contingent cor-
I‘-1|sa] K:zmal said more  doned off the area

injured. The blast site has
been  cordoned  off.
akistan

institutions ¢
in the operation,
added.

paraicly

Jam Kamal, Sarfaraz
Bugti, Anwar Kakar,
others likely to join PML N

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA: In a major
political development, the
Former Chief Minister of
Balochistan and the former
President of the ruling
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP), Jam Kamal Khan
Shnsitr” Sacticas Bugtl
Anwar ul H;
others are likely to join the
Pakistan Muslim League
{N). Other BAP leaders
including Mir Asim Kurd
Gaila, Mitha Khan Kakar,
Sardar Mascod Luni, and
Muhammad Khan Lehni
are also likely to join the
PML N, sources close to
them told this scribe via
1e1ephm

“This major
announcement
Balochistan is ex ec[e:{
soan”, one of the leaders
who is likely o join the
FML N disclosed "He also
mentioned that there were
strong chances that the for-
mer BAP leaders may join
the PML N after the forma-
tion of the caretaker gov-
emment i the country and
province.

polmca]

Jam Kamal

- -
leaders in brnging Wadera Hassan

2. s Jamot closer to the PPP
already held P'Z%Lf, o o,
r P anjrani, Jamali
meetings with : i
My gN and Hashmi this regard, the BAP loader
aryam Nawaz mentianed. giving no other
ﬂﬂdAS.!’f announce to details. However, he said
Fardat keep the BAP  there was a stong possibili-
ardart H
intact
The former CM of However,  now  the
Balochistan. Jam Kamal chances with regard to their

Khan already held meet-
ings with PML N leader

aryam MNawaz and
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Co-Chairman Asif
Al Zardan. Earler. there
were reports that the for-
mer CM may join the PPP
along with ‘other party

Ch
Balochistan, Mir
Bizenjo, Chairman
SadiqSanjrant. :
Balochistan Assembly, Mir
Jan Muhammad Jamali, and

oining Lhc PPP appear to be
Jb Wadera  Hassan
J:unm who contested elee-
tions against Jam Kamal in
pasbels ot alieady Joied Senator - Saed | Almed
who is stated to be one of Hashmi have already decid-
the close aides of Asif Ali  ¢d and announced o kegy
Zardari played a crucial role e ruling BAP ntact

Speaker
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Delayed completion of
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LBs polls in Balochistan

After along period of 14 months, the final phase of local bodies elections was
completed in 35 districts of Balochistan the other day. The local bodies’ elec-

tions were held in May

last year in all districts of Balochistan except Quetta,

Hub, and Lasbela, So far, no election schedule has been announced for Quetta,
Hub and Lasbela districts of Balochistan

On July 6 this month, the chairmen and deputy chairmen of all 35 districts
were elected in a peaceful and democratic manner. The government deserves to
be appreciated for holding historic local bodies elections peacefully last year
and then subsequently completing the second, third, and fourth final phases of

Nevertheless, it is very strange that it took the government and the election
commission of Pakistan to complete the final phase after 14 months. The con-
stitutional tenure of the local bodies elections in Balochistan is four years like
in other parts of the country s

14 months already passed, and it will take another week for the newly elect-
ed chairmen and deputy chairmen to formally take charge of their offices. Then.
the newly elected LBs district heads are likely to commence the battle for their
constitutional administrative, and financial powers entrusted to them as per

Article 140-A of th

Constitution.

Sucteuivecpmvlntinl governments have always been reluctant to devolve
s

powers to L

It is ironic fate that successive provincial governments have always been

reluctant to decentralize
Constitution. Although, ¢

councilors belong to political parties

LGs play a key role in the development and
development of villages, towns, and streets is tl

E‘m;peri(y of the counts
e mandate of people elected on

owers and empower the local governments as per the
e same chairmen and deputy chairmen of districts and

and the

gross roots level. Moreover, this is a bitter reality that the members of the
provincial assembly (MPAs) have always been reluctant to devolve powers Lo
their own chairmen and councilors.

Assemblies job is legislation as councilors should construct streets

This is one of the underlying reasons behind bad governance and lack of
access to policymakers. This is another bitter reality that military dictators have
always empowered councilors, unlike successive fragile democratic govern-

ments.

To be precise, the Balochistan government needs to devolve powers to the

councilars and chairmen of districts, municipal committees, an

without any delay.

corporations

Al in education: need
for digital literacy

hatGPT isn't
a_ buzzword
It’s much more
than & shiny
new toy having
its hype phase
It is a disruption. And
what the conventional
education systems, par-
ticularly the higher edu-
cation “system, like the
least are disruptive toys.
Why? Because distup-
tion breaks conventions.
It finds its way past blan-
ket bans and roadblocks
It demands rethinking
and realignment of the
system’s focus and its
mechanics. ChatGPT
iPT, s General
Artific Intelligence
(Al}) - is doing exactly
that and more. So, how
do education  systems
respond to dismiption?
They evolve, K
Two Al in Education
announcements  were
made last week At home,

the her  Education
Commission of Pakistan
HEC) announced the

ormation of a cammittee
to devise an Al policy
framework for the coun-

principles for universities
to “promote Al Lilemn}:l‘_‘
among students and stal
The objective is to help
universities “capitalize on
the opportunities techno-
logical  breakthroughs
rovide for teaching and
earning” and equitable
and ethical deployment of
in Education

1f one can read the con-
trast, it couldn’t be stark-
er. Yet higher education
stakeholders in both cases
may opt for the same
strale%y because Digital
and Al Literacies are
arguably the most
guardrail nst disnup-
tive technologies,

Al is a hard reality of
not only the education
system “but society at
large. Widespread use of
ChatGPT and  similar
E?pllcﬂuons. integration
of Generative Al models
with conventional tech-
nologies, and its rapid
adoplion by the people,

ers transformative
opportunities. However,
it entails many risks too
The concerns being
voiced by educators, pla-

on

iry’s
instimutions o combat
misuse of Generative Al

e framework 15 meant
to provide guidance
regarding the “ethical and
legal consequences of
pidespread adoption of
ChatGPT  and  other
Generative Artificial
Imelligence tools.™

And away from home,
the Russell Group (an
association of the UK's
top twenty-four public
research universities) has
published a set of guiding

gi]xncm‘ s
shallow thinking, etc,

have CONSEqUENCEs
beyond the academic
sphere. )

With Generative Al

finding its foothold in the
public space, we are
exactly where we were at
the mm of the century
when AltaVista gave gen-
eral pecple the al
widely search the inter-
net’s information indexes

in_ 95, or when
Wikipedia made encyclo-
pedias a literal public

By Zahr; hi:
good. Plagiarism check-
g tools and citation
suidelines saved the col-
ege term paper.

owever, unbounded
access to information and
connectivity had  far-
reaching economic,
social, and political con-
sequences. And 1o take
them into account, educa-
tion systems started pay-
ing attention to digital
skills and literacy.

he risks of

1 isinfor-
mation or cognitive bias-
es may be an extension of
those ‘associated with the
internet in general, but
the challenge now is far
creater, To understand
these challenges and wl’by
Al Literacy, which builds
on Digital Literacies, is
the most reliable solution.
we need to understand
artificial intelli-
gence is and how it
works, which itself is a
foundation of Al Literacy.
Let’s keep things sim-
E}c and consider
hatGPT use in the edu-
cational context _only.
What are educators’ com-
mon views on its output
and usage? The output
may be grammatically
correct, read nermal, or
even logical, but it may
be based on ‘made-up’
information, non-existent
sources, and could also be
biased. Some technolo-
gists like to say that
ChatGPT, or Generative
Al in general, ‘halluci-
nates’. Why? Because of
how it genérates output
As th

Gene, Artificial
it

new content

A high-stakes US

he American
political land-
Scape has sud-
denly been
taken over by
calls, for

T

‘investigations’ on both
sides of the divide. While
Donald Trump awaits a
looming third _indict-
ment, US House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy has also
raised alarm bells for the
!:umb:luy
President Biden's
impeachment over con-
jectural allegations of
inancial impropriety.

is tempest of legal

election

in his interview given to
FOX News. .
McCarthy's  concise
remarks bore an imten-
tional tone, distinct from
mere casual banter. In a
striking turn, MeCarthy
invoked the accounts of
two IRS whistleblowers,
v«h?) hcrcr\'a\mod r\:vcah];)d
a sluggish pace in prob-
Hanler  Biden's
ed tax infractions.
McCarthy  also  drew
attention to House GOP
investigations,  which
purFoﬂ:dl unveiled a
trail of foreign funds
coursing through _shell

portends

stormy  days = ahead
Although McCarthy has
et to overtly endorse
onald '[‘rumﬁ‘s. bid for

he 2024  Republican

a 10 benefit the
Biden family and assoc
ates to the tune of mil-
lions. With these charge

resurfacing in the politi-
cal arena, the spectre of

tl
Ercsidenual
een observers detect a
strategic manoeuvre in
his recent actions.
Amidst mounting GOP
pressure to display alle-
giance to the former US
president, McCarthy has
defily broached the sub-
Jeet, ostensibly gauging
the political winds “and
secking to assuage the
party _ faithful. = The
upcoming 2024 presiden-
tial contest remains
awash with intrigue and
calculations  as  con-
tenders vie for the mantle
of Republican leader-
ship. “We've only fol-
lowed where the ‘infor-
mation has taken us. But
this is rising to the level
of impeachment_inquiry,
which provides Congress
the strongest l|]mwer to
get the rest of the knowl-
edge and information
needed,” said McCarthy

CONLrOVETsy _sur i
the Biden family gains
fresh momentum

In  the interview,
McCarthy _underscored
that an’ impeachment
inquiry could provide
Congress with the means

to ascertain the truth
although he ¢

that their inv i
have yet to yield evi-

dence of any misconduct
The mitiation of such an
inquiry would mark the
initial stride towards pos-
sibly presenting arti
of impeachment

The
duration of the probe
remains at the discretion

of the House, possi
extending its ramific
tions into_the fervour of
the presidential cam-
paign season.

A pivotal juncture cer-
tainly awaits in American
politics, laden  with
implications that could

By Dr Imran Khalid

Unlocking The Greatest Enigma

Humans are biological-
Iy named Homo sapiens,
or “wise men

neus, a Swedish biol

ogist. and  physician,
coined this term in 1758

Ve are wise because we
«can think, leamn, and com-
municate. All these facul-
ies are due to the human
brain, which  hardly

makes up 2 % of our
body size. This tiny organ

on_our shaulders” which
weighs only 3 pounds,
has made "humans the
unchallenged ruler of the
planet Earth,

With their  superior
intelligence, they have
built machines to fly in
the air and explore the
depths of oceans.
their astounding cogni
tive and behavioral capa-
bilities, they have
unlocked many secrets of
nature. They have landed
on the moon and success-
fully sent unmanned
spacecraft o Mars

ersfp te all these feats
performed by humans,
there are somie unsolves
secrets to unravel. The
reatest mystenes that
umanity is grappling
Wi — the universe
and the human brar

The human
brain is the
most
Jascinating
and complete
structure in
the universe

Perhaps the human
brain is the most fascinat-
ing and complex structure
in he universe Though it
has a very small size i.e

1350 cubic centimeters,
yet human brain remains

an enigma beyond human
ken. Scientists have
embarked on_different
projects to unlock this
mystery. §
Developed countries
are pumping billions of
dollars in these projects,
aimed at understanding
the functioning of the
human brain. Owing to
the emormity and com-
plexity of the challenge,
scientists in diverse fields

like neuroscience,
physics, chemistry, biolo-
gy, statistics, and comput-
er sci have teamed

up to work on these proj-
ects. It is believed that
these projects will take
many years to accomplish
any final mapping or sim-
ulation mud%l of the
human brain, It is
believed, hackin

human_brain, will” usher
humanity into a post-
human era, altering the
course of human history.

Us
launches
BRAIN
project in
2016

Brain Research
Through Advancing
Innovative Neurologies
(BRAIN), is one of such
Ertyccls launched b;' the

S government in 3016
It mainly focuses on the
analysis of neuronal cir-
i ing the neu-
in the I:L:un
It i3 a gigantic task to
may m(f_hglllion NeUrons
in the brain. According to
neuroscientists each of
these neurons is connect-
ed with 10,000 other neu-
rons. To pass signals
these meurons
xists another dense
web of at least 1,000 tril-
lion synaplic _connec-
fions. This project was
initially funded with a
whopping amount of § 3
billion,

EU launches
Human

Brain Prof ct

The Human Brain
Project (HBF), is anoth-
er human brain research
initiative funded an
launched by the
European Union.  The
objective of the HBP is
to decode the human
brain by producing a
simulation of the human
brain in a neuromorphic
supercompuier. It was a
ten-year pmgmm stari-
ed i 2013, and
European Commission
allocated a staggering
grant of 1 billion euro
or this project. China
and Japan have also
embarked on similar
projects of their own

These projects are
considered game chang-
ers  for  humanity,
Advocates of these proj-
ects believe that akin to
advancement in nuclear
physics, and decoding
of the human genome
the human brain proj-
ects will trigger another
dramatic historical
epach in human history.
Apart from the promi
ing benefits in the tre:
ment of mental ail-
ments, these projects
can offer tremendous
opportunities  for  the
enhancement_of human
brain capabilities.

One in every eight
eople in the world suf-
ers from some kind of
mental disorder: WHO

According 1o the
World Mental Health
Report  (2022), pub-
lished by the WHO, one
in every elghlfgmnple in
the world suffers from
some kind of mental
disorder. These studies
of the human brain will
help us understand neu-
ropsychiatric disorders,
diagnose these ailments
and effectively treat
them. Diseases like
Alzheimer s,
Parkinson’s, autism,
schizophrenia, and
depression ete. will be
€as to treat and
parients suffering from
these diseases will be
able to live a normal
life.

Neuralink,
a neurotech-
nology
company
formed by
Elon Musk in
2016

Besides  accelerated
biomedical knowledge
and improved treatment
of mental disorders,
resulting from human
brain studies, scientists
are optimistic that a beiter

understanding of the
brain_ will immensel
benefit patients  witl

brain injuries. Damaged
parts of the brain can be
repaired and made func-
tional by neural implants
such  wonderful
implant device has been
developed by Neuralink,
a neurotechnology com-
pany, formed |§v Elon
dusk in 201 This
device is
Neuralink- NI,
implanted in the human
brain, it serves as an
interface between the
human brain and_the
computer, The US Food
& Drug Administration
(FDA).  has recent]
allowed the Neura Linl
o implant their brain-
madub?r.- chips in humans.
With the help of this chip,
users will be able to con-
nect, communicate and
control their computers

and mobile phones

through their thoughts

Yuval Noah
Hariri

Envisions a
Suture when
the human
brain will be
re-engineered

Through implants in
the bramn, ralyzed
patients will be able to

use their bionic limbs as
convenient| as  they

Hafiz Abdul Majid

would use their organic
limbs, They will be able
to use and control the
computers and machines
by us:ﬁ their thoughts,
Yuval Noah Haniri, envi-
sions a future when the
human brain will be re-
engineered and neural
networks are replaced by
intelligent software, lib-
erating human beings
from the limitations of
their organic bodies.

Some  sci sts and
wrilers Ray
Kurzweil

zweil, Martin Rees,
and Michio Kaku claim
that further development
in neurotechnology will
enable us to transfer
human minds into robots
and experience life out-
side our organic mortal
bodies They also believe
humans can outlive their
organic selves by down-
loading their memaries
and consciousness onto
computers.“To know thy-
self is the beginning of
wisdom”, Socrates said
two thousand years back
The pace of scientific
developments, and
advancement in the past
few decades have been
marvelous. Socrates, the
greatest of phltawpher
more than two thousan
years back, said “To
now thyself'is the begin-
ning of wisdom”.” It
appears that we have
started the journey to
understand ~ ourselves.
frer decﬂdmﬁ the
human genome. humani-
ty is now all set to
unwrap the most sophisti-
cated and_intelligent of
machines in the universe.
Transhumanists believe
that with this exponential
speed of development, it
will not be very long
before humans will enter
the next stage of their
evalutionTechnologies
like genetics, robotics,
atificial intelligence and
nanotechnology, will be
widely used to redesi;
humans, by radically
improving their minds,
memories, behavior, and
physiology. i
he author is one of
the top officers in the
B histan
overnmentTwitter

ceoumt:
(@Majid Buhair

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Article, of the
Coi tion  of the
Islamic  Republic  of
Pakistan says that there
will liscriminati
among the citi:
basis of sex. It means that
the rights of men and
women shall be equal
Gender equality is a basic
fundamental nght in_any
self-respecting Vsocimg
Do ground realities sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for )

oth genders? If not,
why it 5 so? And how

gender mainstream-
ed?
Responsive,
Sensitive and
Gender Aware budgeting

There are many policy
options 1o reduce this
imbal but budget is

reverberate far beyond
the political  realm.
i Iy, during the

important as a policy and
planning instrument for

governments that can be
used for reaching the 'Ll“m‘
of  Gender  Equality
Gender Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budgeting
in a counlry, region, or &
province can  create
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damemal objective of
gender budgeting refers
to_refining budget and
related policies with a
view to promoting gender
equality as an integral
art of human rights
ender budgeting makes
the sender-speciic
effects of budgets visible
and raises “awareness
about their frequently
implicit dimensions_of
discrimination  against
e,

Gender impacts  of
budgets and policies

Gender budgeting thus
identifies the gender-spe-
cific implications of pub-
lic finance — which is
usually presented as gen-
der-neutral — and, in par-
ticular economic policies
Gender budgeting  is
therefore regarded as a
core strategy for raising
awareness ~and under-
standing of gender issues
and the gender impacts of
budgets” and policies

When we talk in the con-
text of Balochistan, the

first question that strikes
us that, ‘Is there any
study ever conducted 10
find" out the Gender

Gaps? Did we undertake
any post or pre-budget
assessment of the annual
budget on different seg-
ments of the society,
especially women, who
orm almost  50%
(48.76%, 10 be specific)ol
our_national population?
In Balochistan, this ratio

is 47.47%. If our budg-
et is mnot Gender
Sensitive, almost half the
population is left out. In
OUr SELUR WOMENEMPOW-
erment starts and ends
with the provision of
Sewing Machines, the
opening of embroidery
centers. or the holding of
few cultral shows. It
means a gender-based
assessment of budgets,
incorporating a  gender.
perspeetive at all levels of
the “budgetary _process,
and restructuring  rev-
enues and expenditures is
required in order to pro-
mote gender equality. As
mentioned above female
population in Balochistan
15 474% and their needs

are X
completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly inveolved in the

hudﬁ;e!ury rocess. Amn
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 il 2020-21

shows that there was not
a M"%Ic project in_the
years 2013- 14 Ist 2014-
15, as if women did not.
Exist or they were not
worthy of any considera-
tion, Then from 2015-16
to 2019-20, there were
one 1o three projects and
the total outlay ranged
from .12% to .22%.
shows how much priority
that 47.49% of the popu-
lation gets in  the
province Although the
world over women is not
categorized as a vulnera-
ble group.

In Balochistan, they
are mot only vulnerable
but also marginalized But
the treatment they §el in
Pakistan, especially in
Balochistan, they are not
only vulnerable but also
marginalized in the real
sense of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of emgloymeﬂt,
and around 75% of the
women labor force works
in unregulated_sector of
the economy, Why they
are considered vulnerable

M z Ali Khan

because they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both at
home as well as at the
workplace.  Surprisingly
there are no separate Rest
Rooms{Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female population,
there is only one female
park in Smugli Road and
they have no recreational
facilities whatsoever,

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department,  mostl
manned by male of
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to
formulate and imple-
ment plans for female
uplift* Conditions out-
side the capital city are
simply eplorable.
E ¢'o oom i ¢

n
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming  and
using this untapped
potential,

interview, McCarthy cat-
egorically refuted the
reparts suggesting that he
might explore House
voles . expunge
Trump’s twin impeach-
ments as a gesture of sol-
idarity.

He also refrained from
specifying any timetable
for initiating an impeach-
ment inquiry into Biden
and asserted that he had
not engaged in discus-
sions with Trump on the
matter Additionally.
when pressed, he opted
not to disclose any poten-
tal presidential endorse-
ment.

It seems that
McCarthy is trying to

keep his cards close, As
expected, the White

ouse has  retorted
aggressively to

cCarthy’s comments.
White House spokesper-
son for oversight and
investigations lan Sams
tweeted in response to
McCarthy’s comments;
“Instead of focusing on
the real issues Americans
want us to address like
continuing to lewer infla-
fion or create jobs, this is
what the House GOP
wants 1o prioritize. Their
ea&]a_rness to go after
POTUS regardless of the
truth is_seemingly bot-
tomless™ N

Apparently, the White
House is trying the same
tactics of providing fuel
for the debate on this

issue, which has the
potential to t;erinu&lg
dent the credibility of U

President Biden

Development is

Every government in
Pakistan has made tall
claims about develop-
ment and delivering won-
derful benefits to the peo-

le in its name; and yet

aLusmrl\ :I:nnlmpgs 1o
occupy lowly positions in
world rankings of every
indicator of human and
economic development

‘We are a country that is
the fifth largest in the
world, ranks at 161 in the
development ofits human
resources, 123 in acquisi-
tion of knowledge by its
people, 129 in establish-
ing rule of law and dis-
pensing justice to its citi-
zens, and 157 in GDP per

Ca%fﬂ .
ne thing that stands
out from these low rank-
ings is that investment in
the people of Pakistan o
enhance their knowledge,
skills and abilities or pro-
tect their rights with rule
Jaw, has never been a
olicy priority. This_has
anded the country with a
huge mass of disempow-
ered people, unable to
create’ value for them-
selves or the country.
Development ~ has
become one of those pop-
ular words like *democra-
cy’, frequently uttered in
1zul:lu: pronouncements
ut often used as a shiels
to cover up personal
agendas of vested inter-
ests, with little benefits

flowing out to the pecple
of Pakistan

It i
our m

riant to clear
s about what

for the

So, development is *of
the people and for the
people’. In other words,
development means

o P! Y
means, so that the ener-
gies and resources of a
rour country do not con-
inue to be _\I\fla:l;(ed‘ oths
wise we will be
around n-the dark ke
those blind men touching
different parts of the ele-
phant and mistaking its
parts to be the ammal
itself. .
Development is an all-
encompassing, multi-dis-
ciplinary process, which
touches the lives of peo-
r]c_a( individual and col-
ective levels and adds to
their social, cultural, eco-
nomic and political well-
being. It s not a cata-
logue of construction
projects, and it is much
more than  economic

gro
If development were
synonymous with con-
struction, then no bigger
development has taken
place in history than the
construction of the pyra-
mids of Egypt - but these
were constructed by the
Pharachs to project their
ower create com-
ortable conditions for
their afterife, not to
improve the social, cul-
tural, economic or politi-
cal wellbeing o
Egyptian people.

power e peo
ple: That is the first char-
acteristic of ‘develop-

ment’.

And the litmus test to
measure the empower-
ment of people is not by
how many_ billions are
allocated for this pro-
sramme or that project,
hat figure may be of
interest 10 those who are
given the contract or the
wheelers and dealers to
calculate their cuts and
commissions, but it has
no meaning for the peo-

ple. .

What is important for
the people is o tell them
how many new jobs and
business opportunities are
created through these
programmes/ projects and
what tools of empower-
ment — the new knowl-
edge, skills, technologies,
abilities — are imparted to
the people through these
pr(a;ec(s to enable them to
add value for themselves
and for society. And how
these add (3 the ;zafet;.;2
security and dignity of
the ci‘(’l’zens and_g‘ rotect
them so that their nights,
rewards and opportunities
are not_ usul by the
high and mighty

Any programmes or
projects — and the money

people: Part - I

spent behind these — that
run counter to this litmus
test may be projecting
anyone's  pomp  an
wer, but do not qualify
io be called ‘develop-
ment’ for the country

We learn from history
that development has not
been a continuous, con-
sistent or sustainable
preicess, i iy country.

ven as all kinds of
things were going on in
the world — wars, con-
quests, invasions, settle-
ments or the rule of this
o that king or congueror,
tons of money spent and
life going on as it may be
— there has been no devel-
qgmenl to upgrade the
life of the people living in
these countries, even for
centurjes.

T is noteworthy to
recall that it took 1000
vears for the world's

DF to double before the
18th century, because the
environment  for  the
development or empow-
erment of the people did
not exist for centuries

et us look closely at
home. When India started
to become colonized after
the Battle of Plassey
1757) 1t was. mnmhutinﬁ

5 E’e\ cent of the worl
GDP. About 200 years
later during which all
kinds of things - and gov-
emments by this or that
local or foreign rulers —

ullah Shah
were going on, the coun-
try continued to be pau-
perised and its people dis-
empowered social Y cul-
turally, economically and
Fnlm::a]ly When it was
inally decolonized in
1947, it had been pauper-
ized by colomal gover-
nance 10 such an extent
that its contnbution had
fallen to a mere 3.0 per
cent of the world GDFP
Again, a little more
than 100 years ago, at the
beginning of the 20th
century, Argentina was
among the five most
developed and richest
countries of the world
Today, it has slumped
down to the 30th_posi-

tion, its people suffering
from IEJ(Fper cent infla-

tion.  Argentina, like
Pakistan, is among the
biggest debtors 1o the

].\f{lﬁ with $46 billion of
oulsmndm% debt, and an
pending esging bol
before the s of the
world.

That is the second les-
son 1o learn from history
that development has not
been a continuous, con-
sistent or sustanable
process in the history
any  country That
decades, even centuries,
can go by without that
sociely or country seein
any addition to Eg well-
being or empowerment of
its people.
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ECP seeks KP caretaker ministers’
removal over ‘political affiliations’

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP)  has
asked the  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa caretaker
Chief Minister (CM) to
remove ministers
eng: _e,d in  political
activitie
The iacratan Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) taking notice of
the political nvolvement
of caretaker ministers,
secrelaries and assistants
dispatched a letter to the
KP carctaker CM seek-
ing their removal

The letter stated ECP
has come to know about
the appointments of
caretaker ministers based
on political affiliations

and former caretaker
minister Shahid Khattak

is proof of political
appointment

owever, there are
still several ministers

who have expressed their
political affiliation in
media which is a viola-
tion_of the Election Act
L

Earlier, the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) sought a report
from the  Election
Commissioner of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa regardin;
the participation  an
speech of caretaker min-
ister Shahid Khattak in a
public meeting,

In a statement, a repre-
sentative of the ECP said

the purpose of report is
to assess the situation
and decide if any legal
action is necessary.

The spokesperson
emphasized that it is
esse for all incum-
bent governments to
adhere to the law and
provide complete coop-
eration to the commis-
sion to ensure fair, trans-
parent, and unbiased
elections

The commission can-
nol grant permission to
any incumbent govern-
ment or minister to par-
teipate in any electoral
campaign. In case of vio-
lation, &I;eb action will
be taken, concluded the
spokesperson. NP

Chinese Vice Premier
conveys President's

= it
BAJAUR,AG N( Y: People attend the funeral of the v-chms of a bomb explo-

sion Bajaur.

Bajaur tragedy outcome of
escalating wave of lawlessness,
terrorism in KP: Siraj

KHAR: Ameer

Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Sirajul Haq strongly
condemning the Bajaur explo-
sion has declared the tragic inci-

“Progress

effort,” he sai

could
achieved without peace. Solving
this issue requires collective
demanding the

not  be

mon in KP. he said, resretting
the public has been leff at the

merﬁv uflhe situation

Killing of
brother, nephew of
MPA outcome of
personal enmity

KARACHLI: Killing of brother
and nephew of Member Sindh
Aslam Abro found to be outcome
of personal enmi rg

According to SSP South Asad

ala accused Zubair Shahwani

and his accomplices were involved

in murder of Akram Abro and his
ar.

Be sail that the key accused
Zubair Shahwani took ?e revenge
of his nephew Asif Shahwani and
his companions killed in 2019 near
Nonl\em Bypass,

SSP Asad said that spokesman
of Zubair Shahwani has_also
claimed the responsibility of mur-
der Akram Abro on social media
after which he escaped from the

city,
‘yrhe olice official said that

search for the culprits was under-

{:-ay and they would be brought to

It should be mentioned here that
Akram Abro and his son Shehryar
were killed in Defence on July 26,
2023 INP

PTI terminates
party membership

sembly was not

.
dent as a result of the escalating  government imjtiate a national  functioning, “the issie of law-
X_l msg Of ﬁrm ve of lawlessness ai ror-  consultation for establishing  lessness has not by seriously ol'lmran Khattak’
in Khyber Pakhtur ace.Eadier, the I chief’ addressed in the parliament, nor Ishaq Khattak

support to Pakistan

SLAMABAD
Cmm.sc\ ce Premier He

Lifeng conveyed
President Xi Tinping’s
message of China's firm
support to  Pakistan’s
prosperity and develop-
nt

During  his bilateral
meeting

wit

Minister §hahba7 Shan
here on Monday,
Premier He Lifeng

ned that Pakistan

iendship was i
and had withstood the
vicissitude of
deep  fraternal
between the peoples of
w0 nations.
He reiterated that as an
iron-brother and strategic
partner, China would
continue its existing eco-
nomic and 1m:mmT sup-
port to Pakista

Welcoming “the prime:
minister's vision for
deepening  trade
investment ties
Pakistan, the Chinese
vice premier_conveyed
China's willingness to
enhance Pakistan's agro
and food - exporis 1o

Chin;

Enlh leaders expressed
satisfaction at the stead:
development of CPE
projects in  Pakistan,
agreed on its cemm\m«

for Pakistan’s socio-eco-
nomic development

The bilateral ties
including the CPEC wm\e
i scussed
between Shehbaz Slmm
and He Llfen% At (h
invitation
Government of Pal.lslan
the Special Envov of
President Xi Jinping He
Lifeng was wisiting here
to attend the 10th-
anmiversary celebratior
ol C Pakistan
Economic, Corridor
(CF

)

Both sides expressed
their firm commitment to
continue working togeth-
er for realizing the share
uh{bclwu. of the CPEC.

t was also agreed that

Oth  amniversary
{ PE(' celebratio
stituted a_fresh starting
point_to further exy an?i
PEC as envisag
the leadership of the e
countries.
The conversation was

warmth and cordiali
that has been the hall-
mark of Pakista
All-Weather ategic
Cooperative Partnership.
uring the meeting, the
two sides exchanged
views on several aspects
of bilateral relationship

including CPEC and
bilateral economic and
financial cooperation.

Welcoming Vice-
Premier He Lifeng fto

akistan, the prime min-
ister congratulated him
on being promoted as the
Vice-Premier of China in

March t
preciating  China’s
support  for Pakistan’s
economic development,
the prime minister
observed that as strategic
artners  and  trusted
riends, the two countries
have always stood b?'
each other in difficul
times, as evidenced by
Chinese support  to
FPakistan in the aftermath
of COVID-19 pundemic
and devastating floods
Pa}.m;m
Noting the unanimity
of views between the two
countries on  regional
issues. both leaders reiter-
ated their resolve to sup-
other on all
core inler-
ests. The Chinese dele;a-
ton includs uo
v Secretary G (‘un.ral
thé State Council of
hina, Sun Weidong,
Vice Minister of Foreign
Minisiry, Cong Liang,
ce Chairman_ National
INP

QUETTA: National Party head Former CM Balochistan Dr Abdul
Malik Baloch addressing a press conference.

Condition of teenage
maid allegedly tortured
by judge’s wife
declared critical

LAHORE: Medics at

the Lahore General
Hospital ~ (LGH) on
Monday  deel amd the

condmon of a teenage

who was tortured
allened]v by the wife of a
judge as critical and said
that next 48 hours crucial
for her life.

The maid Rizwana 14,
has hcr.n under treatment
in the intensive care unit
leU% of the LGH since

ef Executive of the
tal, Prof Al-fareed
Zafar declared the next
48 hours highly crucnl
for Rizwana, saying
?jt.uul board treafing u
ears that she may need
the ventilator sup ort.

He said the girl’s moth-
er had suspected that

Rizwana had been poi-
soned by her employer(s)
during domestic violence
in Islamabad. Her blood
sample had been sent for
laboratory test after her
gﬂmplmm Dr  Zafar

Rizwana, a resident of
b‘;r\sfndha was shifted 10
the LGH in critical condi-
tion on Jul

Dr Zafar billd an emer-
Eenc meeting of the

was called when
the duty doctors informed
him about the deteriorat-
ing condition of the g
ocmdmﬁ 1o the board,
her wounds were wverely
ronchoscopy
cxam:nauon revealed that
one of her lungs was
infected and the other had
blood clots due to which

bweml\m was difficult
m her. ﬁrna:s was why
)%m saturation level in
er blood was
He said the
mfeclmn in her blood
wi had  spread
[hmuL\mu( the body. Her
Flamﬁn have increased
rom 12,000 to 24,000
and the haemog,lobm is 7
which is dangerously low,
Dr Zafar said Rizwana
had been diagnosed with
sepsis and she was a sus-
ﬁecled Covid patient and
er samples had been sent
far diagnosis
Tt may be recalled that
Rizwana was allegedly
subjected to brutal torture
By the wife of civil JudF
Asim Hafeez on the alle-
gation of stealing gold

s i
Talking to media after inquir-
mﬁ about the health of those
o ijured In Sunday’s attack
at Khar hospital on Monday, he
said the question arose who was
\eqpons\l:He for the protection of
citizens? 8 and
Sirajul Haq said that on one
wda prt[mrbluons were being
connect Pakistan,
llghekman and :\Jblm\nmn
through a railway track,
on the other hand. there was len-
sion prevaling along the entire
Pakistan-Afghanistan border,

fateh for the

the

of the rul

i

Barrick sponsors Pakistan Minerals

wvisited the Hxéj Lawang to DfTer
eceased and con-

dole with the families of the vic-
tims.Haq said the federal gov-
ernment was preoccupied with
its own affairs in its
caretaker govern-
ment was limited 1o its secretari-
at, with its sole function being
transfer [!or.nms The presence
e of law in the region,

he said, was hardly visible The
incidents of tarpet
bombings, abductons for ran-
som, and’ extortion were com-

matier,
inal days
responsibility.

incident ha
killings,

wor

Summit hosted by govt

IQLJ\MI\B AD: Hosted h) the
T

rnment, the  ‘Pakistan

als Summit - Dust to Pakistan
Development - Investment  Sum
Opportunities  in  Pakistan®,
being held in_Islamabad on

August 01, 2023, the summit is
being spansore ed by Barrick
Gold” Corporation with a clear
focus on demnni[ra[m% the
country’s commitment 1o devel-
oping IIs mining industry,

This imtiative comes under
the Special Investment
Fac\lunlwn Council (SIFC),
which involves key figures from
the govemment and establish-
ment collaborating to incen-
tivize the flow of invesiment
into Pakistan to build and
strengthen certain sectors by
allrac:mb Foreign Direct
Investment (FDT). Sectors being

bers such
Suate for

Pakistan and

Km dom

the Pakistan anc
ernments,
ers such as

prioritized by the SIFC include
g
Th

it is expected to be well
attended and will include atten-
dance by the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, various cabinet mem-
as the Minister of
Petroleum Division,
the Chief of the Army Staff of

Additionally, ministers from the

of Saudi
aijan and other countrie:
w. also confirmed attendance.
Apart from the representation by
regional gov-
gnificant stakehold-
policy makers, will
investment advisors, s;lubal mm,
ing entities and local
2roup representatives
er to share their pr\.m::c and

SECP publishes Diagnostic
Study on status of motor
third-party insurance

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP) on Monday released a
Diagnostic Study providing a holistic synopsis of the
existing landscape of motor third-party insurance in the

cuuan

iagnostic Study is aimed 1o present an in-depth
averview of the legal framework apphcable to motor
third-party insurance, current state of motor insurance,
impediments in implementation and enforcement,
recent initiatives taken by SECP, way forward contain-
ing recommendations,

“This study 1s intended to serve as a starting point for
discussion and collaborative action planning on the
implementation of Motor third-party insurance among
key stakeholders, including central and provincial
authorities, SECP, and the insurance sector.

As per this study mMOtor_insurance coverage in
Pakistan is merely 3%, which is way lower com-

ared to other major countries within the region

he current status of motor third-party insurance in
Pakistan demands immediate attention. To increase
motor insurance coverage and implement existing
mandatory motor third-party insurance, the study
provides policy recommendations for a multifaceted
reform agenda. INP

Jjewellery. INP

Pakistani rupee edges
up against US dollar in
interbank trading

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani rupee was appreciated
by 45 paisas against the US dollar in the mler%:mk trad-
ing on Monday,

Accordmf, to money dealers, the market that
resumed its trading after a break of four days today
reposed confidence in the local unit as the US dollar
slumped by 45 paisas in the interbank and was trading
hand at Rs286.

On Thursday, the Pakistani rupw edged up by 59
paisas and ended the day at Rs286.4

y’s appreciation of the PKR muld be attributed
to the marl.u s positive response to the high-profile
visit of Chinese {’lce Premier He Lifeng, and a recent
$2.4 billion rollover from China which has strength-
ened the country’s forei gn exchange reserv

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Isheq Dar confirmed on Thursday that the Export-
Import (Exim) Bank of China rolled over $2.4 billion in
loan repayments by Pakistan due in the next two years.

Maoreover, a generous inflow of $600 million is also
expected from a consortium of two major Chinese
banks in the coming days

Maoreover, in the current month, Pakistan received
total of $4.2 billion in financial aid INP

Written order issued on July 27
hearing on PTI chief’s plea against
Toshakhana case

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court
has issued a written order
on the July 27 hearing on

an appeal of
Chairman Imran Khan
against  declaning  the

oshakhana case main-
tai ahle

ued
IHL ChIEI Jusllce

Aamlr Faroog

'he registrar’s office
should consolidate all the
fp\lc'muns and schedule
for hearing, the
order said

According to the chief

Jjustice’s order, the lawyer
called the judge biased
and requested the case be
transferred to  another

court,

The Facebook posts
attributed 1o the trial
court judge were shown
in court, according 1o the
order. It was reported that
the trial court judge
refused to admit the
:u:ebuok posts belonged

The court_ordered the
registrar’s office refer the
matter of the Facebook
posts to the FIA's cyber-

erime wing
The FIA should inves-
tigate and submit its
report_before the next
date of hearing, the order
added The election com-
mission should also L
on this maiter in
upcoming hearing,
court
said According to the
counsel, the jurisdiction
should be decided before
the hearing can proceed
There is a settled law;
proceedings cannot go
ahead \manut determin-
ing the jurisdiction, the

e
the
order

order said This is the sec-
ond round of proceedings
regarding the jurisdiction
of the case,” the court
order said The high court
has already approved the
appe:\\ against declaring
the case maintainable, 1t
added The THC allowed
the appeal and ordered
the trial court to issue
another verdict on the
apphcauon The trial

rt had apain rejected
me penuon “of the PTI
chairman, _the written
order said The order was
issued by IHC Chief

Justice Aamir Farooq
The registrar's office
should consclidate all the
{mlu.atlons and schedule
em for hearing,
Urd\.r said Aco
the chief justice’s
the lawyer called
Judﬁ‘e bissed and r
ed the case be trans
to  another

er,
the
uest-
erred
court. The
Facebook posts attributed
to the tnal court judge

were shown in court,
according to the order. It
was repnned that the trial
court judge refused to
admit the 'actbuek NP

Minerals

mining

gmm[ial
others.

the Reko Di
Arabia,
stake in the

company.

bus
1 i!B:h-

]

ISLAMABAD: Duarte Pacheco, Pri
with a delegation of represen
ress (IPC), ealled on Federal M

alo
L‘uug

has any special session of the
federal cabinet been held on this
he said,
where should the people go and
whom should the masses fum to
for help? The JI chief said the
Bajaur incident was a failure of
both federal and provincial gov-
emments and M.t-um-l.r
but no one seems willi

other country, the government
" have
resigned INP

insight to drive the mining sec-
tor fowards accelerated develop-
ment and expansion

Barnick undertook to assist the
overnment in this endeavor
ecause they believe that the
sector
though untapped and undevel-

d has enormous mmmn
Barrick operates in
akistan ﬂlmus.h its subsidiary

i
(RDMC) which will hold a 50%
d

will be the operator of this
nificant asset which is of strate-
gic value to the country and the
The Reko
also be owned by state-
owned entities representing the
federal government of Pakistan
as well as the Government of
Balochistan in equal shares INP | othe

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) IJ:“ taken
decisive acnon b{ terminating the

of Imran
Ehmak :md Ishaq Khattak on
Maonday,

The decision to expel the lwo
prominent members
announced Itnnuuh an oflnmn]
notification issued by the Party
Secretary General Omar Ayub

As Rel the notification, both
Imran Khattak and Ishaq Khattak
have been stripped of their PTI
membership — witl immediate
effect INP

questioning

I such a_ tragic
occurred in any

immediately

Court extends
judicial remand of
Khadija Shah,
Sanam Javed and
Ejaz Ch

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism
court (AT(';‘ in Lahore on Monday,
extended the judicial remand of
Khadija Shah, Sanam Javed and
other staunch PTI supporters and
workers in Jinnah House attack
case by 12 more day:

The court Urdered the police to
produce the suspects on August 12

Earlier, the suspects were
brought to the court on the com-
pletion of their judicial remand.

Informing the court that the
case’s challan was being re-
pared, investigation officer (1O
prayed io the court to eueud
Jlldlc|ﬂ| repmand of the ladies and

of Pakistan,

lining Company

iq mi

iq mine

n 4
ent Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).
pational Parliamentarians
ance and Revenue Senator

Mohammad Ishag Dar at Finance Division.

Embankments washed
away, crops destroyed as
rivers burst their banks

ISLAMABAD: There
is no end in sight to flood
situation in the country as
persistent MONSO0N Fains
and water released by
India into rivers has made
things even warse on
Monday.

R;‘\'er Smlej nlaims life

f

Raging Rm:r Sulh,| at
Arnifwala has Uauned the
life of a 14-year-old bo
besides wammn, away
two protective embank-
ments and  developing
cracks on Bahawalnagar

Toa

Similarly the river con-
tinues to wreak havoc at
Chishtian in south Punjab
as it has washed away a

rutm.tlw Lmhxnkm\.m

sever-
al lncalmeq an crops
sown over thousands of
acres of land forcing peo-
ple from their homes in
search of safe places

Area residents have
complained that nobody
from the administration
has come to rescue them,
and they have to safe
locations on their own.
TheP have 2 ";_pn:a\cd o
l'unﬂla Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqyi to take
notice of the situation.

River Indus bursts its
banks at Karor Lal Esan

Hundreds of acres of
precious land was flood-

after water from River
Indus_spilled over inta
nearby localities at Karor

al Jsan.

The situation has
forced people to move to
safe places.

Locals have said that
the situation is getting
warse by the day.

On the other han
ing water level in Rn—er
Indus at Qadirpur in
Ghotki (upper Sindh) has
set offalarm bells ringing
as Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Muhammad Usman
Abdullah has asked the

concerned officials to

remain prepared in order
to deal with any emer-

gency.
The DC has cancelled

caves of all |mgatlon

department  staff” an

people living in the vicin-
ity of the river to move to
safe locations along with
their cattle immediately.
Currently 400,000
cusecs of water is passing

directed the etecunve through the river at
engineer inigaion and Ghotki. _ River Indus,
director water whlch is in medium

keep an eye 0]1 the Bacha at flooded 20
embankmen| more vl]lﬂgl.:- of katcha

He has 1\30 asked the  area INP

GENDUM

®
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“The Balochistan Institute of Nephro-Urclogy, Quedta invites: bids
from eligible Bidders for supply of following items.
TSE-23240744601

Only electronic bid will be submitted, No physical bid is
required. Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whathar through
Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory for All
Bidders to Get Registered at Electronic Public Procurement
System of BPPRA GOB.

§.No. Classof Bid
1 Procurement of Disposable llems 23-24 %
(Total emis) Count: 46)
Changed Area

S.No_StepName Remarks
1 Data Sheet Mdnbn
2 CaseSchedule
MNota: BC shall Ry
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Pubiic

Eligibility Criteria
for biddars may ba seen in ln Procedura
Procurement: Single Stage One Envelope Bidding Procadure Bid

Bidding Dosument can ba oblained slsctronically from
‘wirw.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of tender Documents: aznplaln
Bidding Document can be viewad at Last Date
of bid ion: Bid can anly be submitted

by 1T August, 2023l 11:00 AM through supplier dashboard.
“Tender opening: All lenders will be opened on same day at 11:30
‘AM on EPPS System The bidders who have downloaded Bidding
Documeni(s) before 31 July, 2023 are required i downioad the
amended Bidding Document(s). The Other lerms and conditions
shall remain same. Address: Quetta Phone no: 0819204701

Faxno: 0819204704  Email: info.binug@gmail.com

Published by Asim khan af C-7 Kabir Building Printed at AlSaeed Printing Press Mando Khail Plaza Mission Rovd Quetfo.
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Pakhtun Baloch belt in eye of storm: warns Mehmood Achakzai

From Our Corvespondent

ZIARAT- This region, particu-
larly the Pakhtun-Baloch belt is
once again in the eyes of the
storm due to the emerging inter-
national political order, the
realignment of powers, and their
conflicting interests. This situ
tion warrants extraordinary
lance on the part_of pol:ln:.al
forces, especially of the security
establishment of Pakistan. This
time there is little or no room for
mistakes and blunders, Mahmood
Khan Achakzai warned while
addressing the district conference

ISLAMABAD:
Pal n (Crescent of Pa
mon; ]u-l

Poverty-stricken

man commits
suicide

FAISALABAD: A 60 -year

\‘kmda)

According to details, Saeed was
unemployed since long which led o

fmaﬂcm] problems.

rehased a mobile on menthly
mmaumema but was not able to

arrange money for payment which dis-
heartened him a ot and he committed

suigide by hanging him,

The palice took

afier legal formalities. INP

Sindh govt

decides to deploy
FC for security of
Ghotki-Kandhkot

bridge project

KARACHL The Sindh government
due to law and order situation in
Katcha areas has decided Lo deploy FC
for security of the under construction
Ghotki-Kandhkot bridge.

Dicing i thening Al i
\lnnda\- t Seuﬂary Sindh Home
Departme hair, it was informed

n cl
that the (rhmk: Kandhkot bridge has
been 12 kilometers in length .'mgel ght

old
unemploved and poverty-stricken man
oonumned sul(:I e by hanging him in
Chak No 7 GB Sargodha road on

the body into cus-
tody and later handed it over to heirs

of the Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party in Ziarat of Balochistan
province

The region already suffered
enough because of world powers’
rivalries and their contestation for
resources and hegemony. For
more  than forty years,
Afghanistan had been wrned into

%an]eumund of proxy wars
wl\l:h almost_destroyed every-
thing there but the bloodshed is
still going on both sides of the
Durand Line, Achakzay remind-
ed

All political forces should put
their heads together: Achakzai
suggests

President Arif Alvi conferred Pakistan’s second-highest
tan), on Chinese Vice Pr
at Aiwan-e-Sadar here.

ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas
Re;,n]mow Authority (OGRA)
on Monday incréased the
puces of Imueﬂed petroleum
gas (LPG) by R: per kg.

According to thl. regulato
authority, the price of LPG
was increased by Rs23.86 per
kg after which the its price 1s
fixed at Rs201.15 per kg

Meanwhile, the domestic
cylinder rate has been
increased by Rs537.70. The
new rates of LPG with
increased prices  will  be
Rs2,759.89  per domestic

c)]mdcr

The Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (OGRA) fixed the
prices of hquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) at Rs177.29 per kg
in July

The LPG prices increased by

I- award, Hilaki-

er He Lifeng during an nvcstmlrc cere-

LPG prices
increased by Rs
23.86 per kg

Rs281.51 for the 118 kg
cylinder and the price now
reaches to Rs 2373.64

Earlier on July 26, Oil and
Gas  Regulatory  Authority
{OGRA) increased the prices
of liquefied petroleum gas
{LPG) by Rs10 per kg.

According to the “notifica-
tion, the price of LPG has been
increased by Rs 10 per kilo-
gramme to Rs240 per kilo-

gramme
Meanwhile, the domestic
cyvlinder rate  has  been

increased to Rs2830, while
commercial cylinder prices
soared to Rs10,900

In far-flung and mountain-
ous regions, the LGP price has
increased to Rs370 per k.
while the price of home LG]"!
cylinder stood at Rs4,130.INP

Toshakhana Case: PTI
chief again moves SC
against proceedings

kilometers of which yel to be ISLAMABAD: Chairman
structed with est nn'\:ed cost of 14 b. - | Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
lion rupees again moved Supreme Court

The meeting was informed that | on Monday aa_,mnsilhcpmucdmg
deployment C along l)\l[h police | on Toshakhana case

and Kangers is necessary as the ban-
dits have recently kidnapped three
workers of the bridge project and proj-
ect director had reibxe d to work on the
under-construction  bridge without
proper security

indh Cabinet had approved the
project in October 20f with the
EronusﬁFI to complete it by July

Four killed, three

injured in

Chiniot incidents

CHINIOT:

ties of Chiniot on Monday,
According to details,
er Ghulam Abb

edged weapon for st
0 emef Sarwala roa
HTY wElS prohibited.
fled the scene.

momrc cle rammed into a tractor
aluwal road near Adda
ad resultantly bike rider Nourez

troll
Riaza
was killed on the spot

A passerby was crushed to death 1o
eath by an over speeding dumper in
quburbe of Chiniot. Two people were

injured in another road accident
Umer Farooq 18, Cmnm\ltbﬂ
by shooting him in his he:

tol over domestic  disputes
Mohallah Neorwala of Chiniot.
s and injured of all inci-

dents were shifted to different hmpl

tals and police after registering sej
rate cases at concerned |
started investigations.T

PAAPAM
delegation to

visit Tehran from

Aug 13

LAHORE: A high-level delegation
of Pakistan Association of Automotive
arts & Accessories Manufacturers
(PAAPAM) comprising 20 members is
23

visiting Tehran from 13th August 20
on the nvitation of the Iranian gover

5 fuum,ﬂ the dd

attend the Tehran Auto Show frcm 13-
15 and meet various industrial and
bus communities and

cognoscente. The Chairman Pak Iran
Business Council, Najam Ul Hassan J
also accompany the delegat
ion. Pal 'slan s m:ssmn in 1ehmn wo
n to create

awa, will

uld facili Zatio
Uppunumm.a Fu[ h\lulmm\ trade INP

At least four people
were killed and three others injured in
separate incidents in different locali-
police said

river of trail-
bbas and conductor

Abdullah stabbed to death a citizen
Naveed and injured Usman with sharp
ng the vehicle
where entry of
Both culprits

olice stations

In the app:a\ submitted in the
apex court, the PTI chief pleaded
to stop proceedings of recording
his statement under Section 342 m
the case, which was initiated after
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) found him guilty
of not declaring the gifts he_had
retained from the state depository
in hus asset declarations.

He was of the view that the pro-
ceedings should be halted until the
Islamabad High Court
announces its ruling on the juris-
diction of the trial court, He cited
a previous decision of the top
court that says the jurisdiction of
the court must be decide

In_Toshakhana case, the PTI
chief has moved the SC for the
second time. Last week, a two-

Lahore: A high-level delegation
of 20 PAAPAM members is visit-
ing Tehran from 13th August 2023
on the invitation of the Iranian
government

The delegation, led by PAA-
PAM former chairman” Abdur
Razzaq Gauhar and sitting
Chairman  of the Pakistan
Engineering Goods Council, will
attend the Tehran Auto Show from
13-15 and meet various industrial
and business communities and
cognoscente. The Chairman Pak
Iran Business Council, Najam Ul
Hassan Jawa, will also be accom-
pany the delegation

Pakistan’s mission in
would facilitate the del
creme oppottunities for |

Il\e SVC PAAPAM Usman
Aslam Malik looked optimistic
that barter trade in our neighbor-
ing countries was a big step

Tehran

on 1o
ateral

China He Lifeng at PM house.

member bench, headed by Justice
Yahya Afridi, had turned down a
petition filed by him seeking an
order to restrain trial in the
Toshakhana case
The case was sebt back to the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) by
two-member bench to re-examine
it The former prime minister had
petitioned the apex court against
the [HC's directive to the trial
court that had asked for a_re-
examination of the maintainability
of the Toshakhana case within a
e PTI chief
was_indicted in’ the case by
Additional District and Sessions
Judge Humayun Dilawar who dis-
missed ob{“.uwns to the admissi-
bility of the case On July 4, the
THC nullified the decision of the
trial court that had tuned down
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
chairmai plea challenging the
v of the Toshakhana

admi
case. INP

PAAPAM delegation to
visit Tehran on Iran
invitation

toward a better tomorrow. He was
confident that this consortium
would soon start trading in local
currencies to attain independence
He was of the view that this con-
sortium was one-third of the
world's total population  and
included two veto powers.

Due to its ideal geostrategic and
political location, Pakistan was
ready to connect this_consortium
1o the world He said we would
maximize lc malenallze that land-
mark oppor

He said tlla( 1 pwn\'eene 1y is
seen in the Pakistan and Iran busi-
mess fraternities after the declara-
tion of barter trade agreements
between Pakistan, (hma Iran,
Russia, and 4\!bhenmml

his agreement gains more
significant when we see all
major stakeholders of the One
Belt . One Road (OBOR) initia-
tive. INP

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Vice Premier of State Council of

He called upon the workers of
PKMAP and Baloch especially
and all political forces and estab-
lishments that no force or ethnic-
ity alone can twrn around the
looming storm and the situation
demands a unified voice,
Achakzai maintained

Achakzai is hopeful that with
the diplomatic efforts of China,
the thaw between Iran and Saudi
Arabia is a silver line in this
regard as the cordial relations
between these two Middle
Eastern powers may have positive
impacts on the stabilization of the
Middle East as well as beyond.

He also advised that the

process should be widened and
asked Afghanistan that while
using the good office of China
should demand the General
Secretary of the United Nations
to convene a special meeting of
the  Security Council on
Afghanistan wherein the world
powers provide a guarantee for
ensuring the integrity and inde-
pendence of Afghanistan

Before blaming Afghanistan
the world should promu it from
foreign interference and interven-
tien, In return, a stable and inde-
pendent Afghanistan can check
the various forces of instability,
he observed.

Nawab Raisani in Wadh as rival

groups sought time to solve issue

From Our Correspondent

KHUZDAR: Former Chief Minister Balochistan,
Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani is Wadh to find an
amicable solution to the existing issue. The (mew o\
Sarawan held detailed meetings with Baloc
National Party (BNP) Chief, Sardar Akhtar Jan M\,ngal
and Mir Shafig Mengal to find a negotiated settlement
of issues relating fo the Wadh tehsil. Sources close to
Nawab Raisani said both sides sought one week’s time
to consult their tribal elders and empower the tribal
jirga led by Nawab Aslam Raisani to solve the issue
once and for all Nawabzada Haji Lashkari Raisani and
Nawabzada Raees Raisani also accompanied the Chief
of Sarawarn during his visit

i) 1 e
He Lifeng's visit to enhance economic

cooperation b/w two countries: Ahsan

ISLAMABAD: Plsnrlm!, Minister Ahsan Igbal said  Pakista
n Mo: that the visit of China's Vice Premier He
Llfem_ 1s of great signii |cas|ce that would help enhance
economic and financial cooperation between the two

g
%
3

mega CPE

countries.
Addressing a_news conference here, he said Vice
Premier He Lifeng has played a prominent role in  tricity

China's international economic relations and 1mple-
mentation of the Belt and Road Initiative, of which
CPEC 15 a flagship proj
As the Chairman anlhe National Development and
Reform Commission, he was instrumental in the plan-
ning and execution of multiple CPEC projects in

President Alvi
confers Hilal
Pakistan on
Chinese Vice
Premier
ISLAMABAD

ISLAMABAD: The United States
(US), Saudi Arabia and Iran have
President Anf Alvi con- | stromly condemned the suicide bomb-
ferred Pakistan’s second- | ing 1n the Bajaur district of Khyber
hizhest civil award, Hilal- Fﬂ hmnlhwa
-Pakistan (Crescem n a condolence statement issued by
Pakistan), ne US embassy, a US spokesman
Vice Pmmler Ile L|1=nu extended condolences to the amuhes of
during an m\.m..mgcﬂe. the victims of the Bajaur blast
mony held at Aiwan-e- | . Thelives of innocent people were lost
Sadar here on Monday in the blast, lhere is no place for such

The award was given to | terronsm in a ul and democratic
the Chinese dignitary to | society, the statement said.

3

tan

C mnmmctm govemmem: achievements under the
the Mini

years of our Insl tm’mre we a(tmc[ed over 25-|

dollar investment under this flagshij
resulted in the production of around

part m the rescue mission an

three
illion-

roject. It also
000 MW of elec-

r said dunng

Ahsan Igbal said CPEC turned Thar Coal a produc-
tive asset for Pakistan which is a great source of cheap
pawer gencration,

helped making our road infrastructure
slrorwes that widened ocur motorway networks and
brought development in Gwadar INP

US, Saudi Arabia, Iran
condemn Bajaur blast

Both countries in their statements said
terrotism i every
and vowed to continue supporting the
people and the povernment of Pakistan

Saudi
prayed for the early
injured At least 42 were killed and more.
rhan 111 injured in 2 bomb blast that

ook place in Khar tehsil of Khyber
Pa]:lmml.hwa s Bajaur district dlmng
[he Workers Convention of JUI-

form is punishable

Argbia and Iran have also
recovery of the

honour his role in the pro- The statement further said that the US  cally wounded persons were shifted to
motion of bilateral ties | stands with the people of Pakistan in I’esﬁawm ‘s Lady Reading Hospital

between Pakistan and | these testing times against will continue JUI-F  supremo Maulana Fazlur
Chin supporting Islamabad in its efforts to  Rehman expressed sorrow over the

s | combat terrorism

Saudi Arabia and Iran have also con-
demned the attack on the JUI-F rally in
Bajaur.

The ceremony

atten: v
Minister Shefibaz Sharif
and other civil and mili-

tary leaders INP

PU & MYU sign
MoU to promote
academic, social,
research activities

LAHORE

University  an
University, Islamabad on
Monday signed a memo-
randum of understanding
{MolJ) to_promote aca-
demic, social and research
activities

P\.Injﬂh
MY

e Mol signing cere-
r||c|\\- \ns held a1 PU Vi
office’s committee room
PU \( Frof Dr Khalid
Mahmood and MY
Umversity VC Prof Dr
Saeed ul Hassan (hl\hll
were present on the occa-

ISLAV]AI!AD Spenkcr hn nlul Assembl
a for riyrs r blast with
gnM) hv.‘all ml(l .Jamml lllrma{ Islam Fazl (JUI-F) supremo Maulana Fazlur

sion,
According to the MolJ,
both the universities will
Jjointly work to strengthen
academic relations
between institutions of

bath universities

The PU and MY
University will work on ISLAMABAD:Minister for Power
academic and cultural | Khurram Dastgir says five thousand and

exchange, joint academic
proyams exchange of
educational  materials,
research reports and other
publications, faculty and
staff development,” joint
research and development

sixty-three megawaits of electricity has
been added to the national prid over the
last fifteen months by the coalition gov-
emnment.

Addressing a news conference in  syst
Islamabad on Monday, he said this
included 1980 megawatts from Thar

projects, student | Coal, 720 Bz from Karot
exchange: mmm:r of | Hydroy ower mJ megawatts
technolog) other | from K-3 3 niclon ﬁuv\.er p\:ml and 1263
cholarly pursuits INY megawatts from Haveli Bahadar Shah

. plant. He said erimmal negh-
Accused of raping %‘euce was meted out to completion of
differentl_v-abled g;ssm?ﬁgler projects by the previous

girl held The Minister for Power said that it

was because of enhancement in electric-

RAWALPINDL:  The | ity peneration capacity that the power
police on Monday arrest- | supply situation dwmglh\s SUMMET 5ea-
ed an accused who | son remained when compared
allegedly raped a differ- | with the past year. Faisaidl wve have alac
em’\l"‘v'ﬂll ed girl. maufmmed a project for import of one
lother ol victim girl red megawaits of electricity from

had informed police that

Soraid Monea alleund: | ior e

retarded daughter
Medical reports of the
girl proved the rape after

which police held accused
during a raid

SP Potohar said that
rape of women and chil-
dren was not tolerable and
culprits involved would
have to face the conse-

quence. I} ISLAMABAD: The Senate was told

today that the foreign exchange resenes
of Pakistan have swollen from eight bil-
lion dollars to around 14 billion dollars
due to prudent economic policies of the
govemment
As per details, Finance Minister ]shsmr

Dar, responded to various points of
orders raised by the lawmakers in the

er House.

he Finance Minister recalled that he
had consistently been saying that
Pakistan would not default and fulfilled
all its sovercign commitments. He said
the government managed to achieve this
ohjective with the generous ;ugpﬂn
from friendly countries like Saudi
Arabia, Qatar and China

He said China rolled over our loans,
when it realized that Pakistan had met
all the technicalities in this regard, Ishaq
Dar expressed the resolve to further
increase the foreign exchange reserves

bomb explosion and demanded the
prime minister and caretaker KP chief
minister

inquiry INP

conduct a  high-level

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf offering
akistan Democratic Movemeni

5063MWs of electricity added
to national grid over last 15
months by Govt: Dastgir

hurram Dasteir said that we have
also operationalized Thar-Matiari lra\\s-
mission line for supply of electrici
from Thar coal projects.
on three more transmission lines is in
pmmms to improve the transmission

He said worl

Ihe Minister for Power said that the
circular debt which
record level of 2467 billion mpees in
March last year, has been brought
by 157 billion rupees to 2311
rupees. He said we have stopped the
increase in circular debt

Khurram Dastgir said the g %mamme
is mow focusing on renewnble enerfiy
He said solar power projects will be
offered to the IP
Gulf eountries this week for investment,
He was confident that the solar projects
will attract massive investment,

Responding
Minister for
increase has been made in the power tar-
iff of those who use less than two hun-
dred units per month.INP

Foreign exchange
reserves rise to around
$14b, Senate told

was standing st

am
h||]mn

endly countries in the

to a question, the
Power clarified that no

of the country to 15 billion dollars in
next six lo seven weeks.

Replying to mulhw point of public
importance, the Finance Minister said
flights of the Pakistan International
Airlines to European countries will like-
ly be resumed by October this year.

e said PLA had to face an annual loss
of around 70 billion rupees due to an
irresponsible statement of a former min-
ister of lhepmmua regime, Referring to
the pmage ol‘

Authori 2
today, hc md ‘this It.g\s]auun will pave
the way for the resumption of national
flag carrier” s&oumsw 1o the Euroy

per understan

authorities.

He said a final inspection, after this
legislation, will be rlone by next month
for the revival of PLA's flights. He said
this will also restore PIA’s revenue
worth billions of rupees INP

he Pakistan Airports
" from the Senate

ling with the international




