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A Balochistan board official
suspcndcd for allegedly

harassing

‘Govt hikes petrol,

a female mndul 1te

diesel prices by
nearly Rs20

Finance Minister Ishag
Dar on Tuesday
announced a massive
InLeochlU in petrol and
mhlhem

40

the finance minister said
that the price of high
speed diesel (HSD) and
petrol in the international
market  had _increased
over the last 15 days

Petrol rate
hiked to
Rs272.95
per litre for
the next
Sortnight

He said that the
ernment had checkes
“working” of Oil and Gas
Regulatory  Authority
(Ogra) untl the late hours
of the night

Ishaq Dar

says the

government
is bound by

IMF's

“The delay in
announcement
reason was that we were
locking at if there were
ways 0 reduce
\» some leeway

the
the basic

The minister said that
the matter was then dis-
cussed  with  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif

earlier today.
“We all know that the
international  commit-

ments we have with the
International  Monetary
Fund (IMF) 'wa" rl&' ﬂwe

I
L\-c,n-um. knows we have
ndby agreement,” he
sa]d as he highlighted
how the previous PTI
wernment had reneged
romises with the

an its
money le

The revised
prices have
come into

effect

that minimum
ncrease  calculated be
passed and HSD is being
imereased by Rs19.90 and
the new price will be
I 73 40. 4\|\d petrol
E reased
¥ RSIU 8510 ‘271 Q5.0
the minister said
Dar added that the new
prices would be effective
immediately. He went on
to say that the govern-
ment was_determined to
provide relief to the peo-
ple as he pointed out how
el prices were slashes

petrolgum immedmte[!f But internation-

e wm.n(}hh ] lh‘ﬂ = > al prices are not in lh}\,

we would' ve announce O 1n e country government's contro

conditions o amonged s i e nocessary  And as | said Web Desk

POLIOVACCINATION CAMPAIGN

W Polio is incurable and can only be prevented
through vaccination

> Make sure to vaccinate your child in every

polio campaign
For Further nformation Contact @ BdaT ciaua HELPLINE 1166
o
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Attack on a polio team,

2 |)0Ii‘.emen martyred
in Quetta

Electlons to be held on
2023 census: PM

Minister
‘.\le\\haz Sharif has said
upcoming elections
would

be held on the
basis of the 2023 digital
census and a meeling of
the Councal of Common
Interest (CCI) — the
body that approves cen-
s\és results — was expect-
e

The premier, whose
sovemnment is expected
o hand over the country s
reins 10 a caretaker setup
this August, shared this
during a recorded inter-
view on Aaj News show
“Faisla Aap Ka', which
was aired on Tuesda

“We have to hold the
elections on the basis of
the new census .. When
a census has been con-
ducted, the [polls] should
be held on its basis unless
there is an obstacle that
cannot be overcome. But
Tdon't see [any such hur-
dleﬂ he said.

he PM also said the
census results would
referred o the CCT as

s00n  as
final

they  were
asked about the
possibility of any delays
mn elecuom he was
emphatic in saying that
|hn should nat be the
case but also added that
“the ball will be in the
\.]cmon camm n's

ourt”,

[’M Shehbaz’s state-
ment is a deviation from
that of his ministers’ pre-
vipus assertions, who
said that the upcoming
election would be held on

the basis of the 2017 cen-
sus

This decision, howev-
er, had pmmFIEd a terse
response  from  the
Muttahida aumi
Movement-Pakistan
(MOM-| P] one of the rul-
ing all in the Cent
that maintains Karachi’s
population  has  been
undercounted in the new
census In an apparent bid
0 al!:g’»ea'.e the pa

Shehbaz held a meet
with its  leaders
Karachi last week where

he assured them that any
decision on the marer
would be made after con-

sultation with all coali-
Hon partners,
Assemblies

to dissolve
before
Aung 12

During the int oW
broadcast today, PM
Shehbaz also said assem-
blies would be dmsu]ved
before /

ear term of
the Nnunna\ Assembly
commenced under the
then-PTI government on
August 12, 2018, and will
be “completed under a
PM-Shehbaz-led ruling
coalition on the same date
this year, following the
ouster of former premier
Imran Khan through a ne-
confidence vote m April
last year Web Desk

Army urges all stakeholders to
play role in revival of economy

Chief of Army Stafl’
{COAS) General Sved
Asim Mumr has called
upan all stakeholders to
fulfil their social respon-
sibility of contributing
towards, the revival of the
my say-
e must never lose

ing, *
hnnc

COAS urges all
stakeholders to
JSulfil thier
social
responsibility
—_—

Addressing the
"Pakistan Minerals
Summit" in Islamabad on
Tuesday, the army chiel
invited foreign investors
to play their due role in
exploning _the hidden
reserves of Pakistan and
to fully utilise this poten-
tal as the country is
blessed with rich mineral

resources
The army chief said

there are V-’h| mn\mL
opportunities  in - our
country that will be
realised through joint

He ~a|d the authorities
will ensure an investor-
friendly system to soften
terms and avoid unneces-

sary delays
Gen Munir

invited foreign
investors to
explore "hidden
reserves’

Gen  Munir  said
Pakistan's first mineral
summit laid down new
rules of ease of doing
business for domestic an

foreign investors in
Pakistan as mineral proj-
ects are keys (o success
He said the govern-
ment of Pakistan in col-
laboration with all the
institutions assured the
establishment of the
pecial Investment
Facilitation Council
(SIFC), h brings all
holders on one

the  stal
platform.

responsibility to play our
role in unison for the
country’s economy.
Addressing the cere-
mnn% Prime  Minister
Shelibaz Sharif called for
exploring the untapped

resources including the
vast natural minerals and
reserves and developing
the agriculture, informa-
tion technology and
industrial sectors

Army chief says
there are vast
mining
opportunities
in Pakistan

The premier regretted
that the country’'s joumney
of 75 years was dotted
mm bifter factors as they
could not fully exploit the
precious natural deposits
estimated at worth 86 tril-
llon he day gives an
rtum(y to self-con-
mmp lation over a journey
of last 75 years and the
reasons  which landed
Pakistan_into this situa-
tien  with a begging
bowl.” he added
Eluhurﬁ(mg his view-
oint, with
ussian squon Pakistan
Steel Mills was estab-
lnl\ed dum\ﬂ 705 while in

.} |eﬂ\ |>enal|3
uf‘ﬂﬂ billion Web Desk

A Balochistan board official
suspended for allegedly
harassmg a female candidate

News Desk

QUETTA
Chairman
Board of Intermediate
and Secondary Education
(BBISE), Ejaz Baloch
suspended an official for

The
Balochistan

allegedly harassing a
female " candidate ~and
ordered an  inquiry
agaimst him
Inquiry
committee
formed
Controller of

Examinations Abida
Kakar spoke to the media
on Tuesday and briefed
the reporters about the

2 -3

and Deputy Controller
Faridaullah™ Shah were
alm present on this occa-

“ontroller of
Examinations
Balochistan Abida Kakar
said |f;a[ vesterday taking

incident Additional
Secretary Board
Additional  Controller

Haji Muhammad Anwar,

n:mca of the
wiral g social
n\edm ala(hman Bmm:l

Chairman ljiaz Azeem
Baloch has ordered an

impartial _ investigati
and has formed a higl
Tevel committee in whicl
the  Contraller
Examinations is ¢
Chairman, while Haji
Muhammad Anwar,

Additional Controller, is
amaong the members

Faridaullah Shah
Dcp\u) Controller is also
of the committee.

Ius committee  will
review all the motives
and submit its report
within three days. Also, if
a woman has a complaint
of harassment related to
an_official of the board
office, then she should
uppr(mh the committee,
eeping her information
con idential, she will be
provided full protection
and justice and action
will {e taken ’\I_-,alml \Iae
officials
Controller b(xmumlmns
made it clear.
Otherwise,
comes  forward

if none
and

lodges a report, the board
the management would
be right _to understand

S
reputation of the
office, she concluded

Attack on a polio team, 2
pollcemen martyred i in Quetta

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: An attack on
a polio team in the city lefi
1w policemen martyred on
Tuesday aflemoon Police
sources  said unknown
accused opened fire al
policemen  guarding  the

polio team members in the
MHI Shalam area of the
city.

The finng left two
policemen martyred on the
spot. The attackers escaped

unhurt from the spot
Police said the polio 1eam
members were unhurt in

the attack The dead bodies
of the policemen were
rushed 1o the civil hospital
Quetta.

Police and other law

enforcement agencies per-
sonnel reached the spot and
slarted an  investigation
ln[U the incident. “Polio

mpaign is underway and
nUl suspended”, an official

the Balochistan health
depariment said. He said
the govemment has provid-
ed sufficient secunty to

make the campaign a s

cess

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for
the attack. In the past, the
militants have largeted the
polio team in_the Quetta,
Chaman.  Pishin  and
Loralal  disricts  of
Balochistan.

CM Bizenjo
condemns
the attack

i M er
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo strongl
demned the att
directed the pi

hind
the attack In a condem-
nation statement, Mr
Bizenjo said some ele-
ments were {rying 10 dis-
rupt the traditional peace
of Balochistan through
such terronst attacks, c
said the pes
the artacl
brought to ]usl]ce socn
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Floods expose

QUETTA VOICE

construction quality of
dams in Balochistan

Flash floods unleashed by torrential r:
uality of dams across Baloc
&uulu and other parts of Balochis

Hemrf
Y-

s exposed the construction
ainfall wreaked havoc in
Floods swept away dozens

of small delay and check dams in different parts of the province.
Over lhal_3:i ars, the provincial and federal governments constructed

hundreds o

lams to check the wastage of rainy water. Successive gov-

ernments merely celebrated the completion of projects rather than focus-

ing on the construction

uality o

ams__ Although,

the dams and lakes

constructed by British colonial rulers in different parts of Balochistan are
still intact even after more than a century.
Breaching of dams puts human lives at peril

Breaching ofdams not only failed to save rainy
peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbells, Kohlu, Killa Abdul

human liv

water rather it also l];m

4
Killa Sa:fullah and other districts of the province, Rains-related incidents

have claimed 65 lives till the fi

trous and a failure from all n.em.eu\:d quarters.
Flash floods also swept away poorly constructed roads and standi
crops in various parts of the province. This all needs a thorough investi-

sation. [rrigation and Commun:

nown for commission and corruption.

Commission,
ents

g of this editorial. This is simply disas-

ation Works (C&W) departments are

corruption a common word i C&W and lrrigation

de,
fhl! 1s a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make sure

wor

lrnndparency in the utilization of funds by the two departments. Since
commiission is an open secrel in the two departments, the Chief

Secretary of Balochistan should form a high-powered committee com-
prising committed and honest retired and sewmg officers ro probe into

the breaching of dams

The quality of construction of roads in Quetta and all districts of
Balochistan should also be probed to improve socio-economic condi-

tions.

The irony with Balochistan is that

irst the province has me

ot

resources and second they too are ruthlessly used’ swallowed.

Chief Mimster Balochistan, Mir Quddus

izenjo and his coalition part-

ners must E%n bevond words and launch an inquiry into the breaching of

dams and

amage to roads.
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Drinking Water Quality Status And

Due to mumidatin;
increase in population an
rapid-fire industrialization,
dnnking water
being deteriorate ,
day in Pakistan. This
review sums wp the issues
of colorful ~exploration
studies  conducted  for
drinking water quality sn-
tus of different f
Pakistan by taking mlo
account the physicochemi-
cal parcels of drinkin
water as well as the
ance of colorful pathogenic
microorganisms. About 20
of‘the whole population of
Pakistan has access to safe
drinking water.

The remaining 80 of
population is forced to use
unsafe dnnking water due
to the failure of safe and
healthy  drinking  water
sources.  The —primary
source of impurity is sew-
al) which is con-
discharged into
water  system

Secondary

drinking
imventorcs Y
source of pollution is the

disposal of  poisanous

chemicals from arlificial
backwat fungicides
and_discases from hus-

ndry sources inte the
water bodies.
Anthropogenic  condi-

tioning beget waterbome
cmmmons that constitute

ut 81 of all conditions
m|d are responsible for 3?
of deaths. This re
the  ds nklm‘,

sources.
tion. and goods of unsafe
drinking water on humans,
There's immediate need to

take defensive measures
and treaiment technologies
10 overcome hygienc con-
dition of drin mv water
inventories in erent
arcas of Pakistan

Water quality

Drinking water is mainky
taken from surface ang
underground aquifers near
rivers and canals. Surface
water quality is_rapidly
declining due to the addi-
tion of raw municipal and
mdustrial wastewater as
well as agriculrural runoff
to the water source. When
fver water flow is at
maximum.
h

it contains

Inn& and thin and da not
SUPPOTT AQUATIC SPecies.

It is clear that these
waters are COHI‘\W‘II]’\N\d
with faeces and n
treated appropm
remove the contaminants
for human consumption. In

Pakistan, four major cities
use surface water; these are
Islamabad, Karachi,
Rawalpindi
Hyderabad

The main cause of

: T
microbiological eontami-
nation is the mixing of the
commen sewer with the
domestic water supply

rural ~ areas
Pakistan, surface water is
used for dnnking after
slow sand fillration, and
chlorination_is not per-
formed at filiration sta-
tions. In most rural arcas.
there is no pre-ireaiment
facility for water purifica-
tion. All this deficiency is
due to microbial contami-
nation and poor water qual-
ity

E Suurccu of

ol.nolnsu.al

In Pall&[m\ microbial
pollution has been discov-
ered as one of the serious
problems in rural as well as
urban areas, This is due to
the leakage of pipe, pollu-
tion from sewage lines
intrusion  into  drinking
water supplics, and so
forth

Chemical Contaminants.

Chemical pollutants that
come from industries. soil
sediments and agricultural

Its Sources Of Contamination

runoff, Le pesteides and
fertilizers, ~enter  water
sources. In Pakistan. the
use of fertilizers and pesti-
s is around 5.6 mllion
nd 700K tans
cly according to
ar fil (GOP) figu
ThmP:ULhmeuJ %\cu.ﬂ-
ly insecticides, leach into
groundwater by  mixing
‘with srrigafion water and
rainwater  Between 1988
and 2000, about 107 sam-
ples  were  taken  from
groundwater, and 31 sam-
Dles showed clear pesticide
contamination above the
]|mlu set by the Food and
griculture Organization
ol' the United Nations
(FAO) and WHO. Another
significant problem for
groundwater in Pakistan is
h| er salt concentrafion.
which IS mamly caused by
gatios ivitics, salt
di w\uuun i soil, seawa-
ter intrusion and chemical
industrics, Salinity affects
‘major areas of Balochistan,
PK and Punjab.
Wastewater from indus-
tries and houscholds has
high levels of arsenic.

a serious prob-
w major citics of
and Punjab, about
16% of people were
exposed to more than 50
ppm of arsenic. Fluoride
concentrations above the
permussible  limit  cause
problems i the main
fegions of Balochistan,
Punjab and Sindh. De
fluorosis is common in
Sindh, Punjab and KPk
Floods Ma

becomin
lem, In

Sy e Pakistan, Honde
have created serious envi-
ronmental problems. They
damage pipes and eventu-
ally cause sewage to over-
ow into water bodic
Severe flooding destroyed
buildings and “crops. “All
these substances can cause
toxic chemicals and oils to
be discharged into rivers,
streams, lakes.
lead to the death of aquatic
organisms. Many chemical
pollutants enter floodwa-
ters in their path. Current
severe floods (’mm and
heavy rains have damage
80% of Nowshera
ing 40% of infrastructun
The total number of houses
destroved and damaged
Human Health Tmpact,
Due to the poor samita-
tion sysiem. ircatment, and
monitoring, drinking water
quality riorates. The
presence uF toxic chemi-
cals and bacteria in drinl
ing water causes adverse
effect on human health,
Due 1o the fecal contami-
L peaple have been
suffering from waterborne
discases.

The Socio-Economic
Impacts of 2022 Floods
in Balochistan

Syed Safdar
AT

Flood is one of the

most divesting natu-
ral hazardﬁ through-
out lobe.

the

According to CRED-

ata Base, from the
19th century ull the
present day thousands
of people have lost
their lite due to flood
disasters. Further, 4.5
million people were
dis lacegl,, injured,

homeless

Pakistan Vulnerable
to Natural Disaster

Pakistan 1s particu-
larly vulnerable to
natural disasters
mclludmg f'lrmds The

adversely aﬂectad (he
economy of Pakistan
The  geographical
location . of
Balochistan is prone
to many natural disas-
like drought
and earth-
quakes The recent
monsoon spells have
adversely affected the
rural communities of
the province e
socio-economic
development of the
rural areas
Balochistan

_of
mainly

belongs to the a n-
culture sector.
a"ncu]lure sector i
d&.pondm“
avalability of
required amount el
water.

Balochistan  losts
huge amount of water
due to no dams

Unfortunately,
the recent monsoon
season, we have lost a
huge amount of water
due to the lack of
proper reservoir and
dam systems in the
province. Dam and
reservoirs. can_ mini-
mize the initial pres-
sure of flood on one

side whereas. on the
other hand, such stor-
age of water can
r&.charLL the dej ]Ltbd
%ruun dwater ta
those particular amas
Due to a lack of
proper management
an planning, we
always face cata-
ﬁ[l’ODth events 1n
terms  of floods
drought, ete. the rele-
vant stockholders like
PDMA, Agriculture
Department, and
Irrigation Department
||ee§ revisit their
pollcies in terms_of
water storage to mini-
mize the adverse

drought in the
DIO\IDCE

The conseguence
of floods, hoth nega-
tive and positive,
vary greatly depend-
ing on their location,
duration, the extent of
flooding, depth, and
speed, as well as the
vulnerability and
value of the affected
natural and construct-
ed ENVIFONMents
“loods impact both
individuals and com-
munities and have
social, economic, an:
envlronmemal cnme-
quences

impact of' flood and o

The emnnnmemal
benefits of flooding
can also help the
ceonomy through

ings ~ suc as
increased fish pro-
duction, recharge of
groundwater
resources, and main-
tenance of recreation-
al environments.

We need to take
achion with a proac-
tive approach rather
than a reactive
approach. I we invest
£10 in_the pre-phase
of a disaster so we
can save $100 in the
post-phase of a disas-
ter

Climate affairs

cientists
have long
clamored that
human activity
on Earth has
to the
calamitous weather
changes we are witness-
LII\L mda I'he l‘m(ed

S

]nler_gu\‘elnmem'ﬂ T'wne\
on " Climate  Change
IPCC) has confirmed
that chimate change
makes heatwaves hotter
and more frequent
According  to
research, greenhouse gas
emissions have heated
the ﬁ;lanel by an estimat-
ed 1.2 degrees Celsius
(2.16 degrees Fahrenheit)
over the last two cen-
ries.

The Nature journal
published an article this
month detailing what its
authors say is proof that
heatwaves in  Europe
have ncreased three-to-
four times faster than in
other northem mid-lati-
tude areas such as the
United States. The reason
for this, according to the
article, is due to the fast
wesl-to-east air stream,
or atmospheric cucu\a-
tion, which s carrying
hot air across the north-
ern atmosphere.

Maost scientists appear
to agree that tempera-
tures will continue to rise
unless  humans  cease
adding greenhouse ?ases
to  the atmosphere
Without a drastic change
in the way mankind con-
ducts. its business, h(.kil-
waves are predicted
worsen. Tackling cllmale
change should be a top
priority for every country
today Heatwaves  that
accurred  once  every
decade are now happen-

ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Pans
Agreement  and  last
year's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid - the dangerous
e\'lec:s of global ‘warm-
More must be done.
foday, wildfires are
raging in Spain,_France.
Greece, Portugal,
Morocca and Italy er
one thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
havé been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate change plays a
significant role in’ the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. L :ss F-er
cipitation means dry lan
and vegetation. ~ This
means _that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely. Hot and
dry conditions are a per-
fect recipe for a massive
inferno.

However, it is impor-
tant to note that not every
fire is caused by climate
chnnge Forest manage-

programs, which
dea] \wh ow forests are
maintained specifically
1o prevent massive ml‘elr

nos, are often insuf
cient. In addmun i i
often_ care

less ﬁ«.up\c
who ignite fires through
arson o simply by barbe-
cuing Human fire starters

aside, they don’t cause
the  actual hmmxve
Individuals  are

responsible \‘\ECEasﬂl‘ll
but since mankind is col-

\eclwely composed of
individuals, it does fall
on each and every one of
us to take steps to mini-
mize our carbon foot-
There is a reason
famed reality star
ie  Jenner was

slammed on social media
for pmun5 a photo of her
mke:l next o

{)rw'} e jel p
poyfriend
plane,
wanna
yours™ And she was
slammed again for taking
her jet in the end for what
turried out to be a paltry
12-minute flight
Heatwaves that
occuired  once  every
decade are now happen-
ing at_three times that
rate. The 2015
Agreement and  last
vear’s Glasgow climate
conference were intended
1o bring the issue to glob-
al atterition and generate
movement on the groun;
But current climate pol
cies ‘are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.
. wildfires are
“:fblﬂ.f: in Spain, bram:e

Morocco and Iml, (i:r

one thousand _people
have died so far and
many thousands more
have been evacuated

from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate ch.m%e plays ‘a
8igs in” the
cau e of w|l||1‘re5 sinee it
eases the hot and dry
tmdubox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less pre-
cipitation means dry land
and vegetation ~ This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely

Global energy

Not since World War
Il has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is {oday

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent  geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global  gas
markets at @ scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-

efforts to wean itself o
of Russian natural gas
and avoid a massive
shortage this winter
are  friggering  price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the worl,
No one is lefi unaf-
fected, even those who
thought they had pre-
for every eventu-
ality.  For ‘example,
PaKistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
cunlracls 1o increase ifs
nergy  security  in
recent years, has seen
partners  break those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering 1o
ay more, The coffers of
oth the developed and
developing world are

i on g
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy crisis it
created to Sustain its
econamy in the face of
severe  international
sanctions, Moreover, it
15 weapon Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural \%as to try and
break Western resist-
ance to its ambitions in
1 raine.E

k., Moscow tried to
nghun its squeeze on

=

Europe further, saying it
plans to reduce gas sup-
gllew through the Nord
iream 1 pipeline io
Germany to just 20 per-
cent capacity. In
response. European
Union energy ministers
swiftly announced an
agreement for the blog's
members 1o gut gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter This _was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in 1o Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all bm
uaranteed. Following
iazprom's latest cuts,
analva\s already pledlcl
e EU will not be able
[0 rwch its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
by winter. Now that
“urope made 1 ;-Iear
that it is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything it can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ency remains
A recent Gcrmdn |JU"
found  that
moment, 5% pen:am ur
the populalmn u p—
porting

againsi Russm (Iespule
potential negative
Impacts
Russian

for Germam

President
Putin is work-
ing 1o bring that number
down - down to the
pont that it becomes

untenable for
Germany’s leaders to
push for pelicies to su
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
frontation with Russia
The waining of public
support for the “sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
governments.

urope’s leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  Ukraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis M‘E'ER manufac-
tured by Russia that
seems 10 have no real
end in sight.

Eneruy is perhaps the
most consequential
front in the ongoing
geo-economic  batile

ctween Russia and the
West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen its
hand there first

After  moving 1o
address the demand side
of the equation, now it
needs to address the
supplv side of the prob-
Iem to be able to shore
up ||s ecanomy 1o the
furthest extent osslb]c.
and insulate public su
port for Kyiv znd the
sanctions
against Russia

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European

zovernments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the supﬁy sue swiftly,
The Netherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
exira na[uml gas across
Europe by increasing
nduonnn at

gas field
e Iy howey-
er, it is still planning to
take the entire operation
offline next year over
the risk of minor earth-
quakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
hack from environmen-
jermany  can
a\ao increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by exiending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant to come
offline at the end of the
overning

coalition said it is now
considering this optien,
but the Greens — includ-
Minister

ing Foreig
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The pamy’s
stance on this issue’ is
somewhat understand-
able —  after all,
Germany’s Grccn Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’s Cald
W:ﬂ-era arm nucleﬂ

Vuuthl.l(.aa b) blm,l.—
ing a relatively straight-
forward and’ low-risk
solution to a major
pmbtem facing__the
m. it risks failing
lm. test of being a
responsible bnvemmam
artner at a time of war,
ess than a vear after its
best-ever clion
result Beyond increas-

ing their own roduc-
tion capacity any
means iﬁlble
European na ons

should of course also
work on forming new

partnerships with sup-
pliers outside their
region. The global gas
crisis and its mwpam are
by no means limiled to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-

munity to coordinate
global supply.
When the world last

faced such a ma}]orener-
gy ensis, the Allies had
gnificant control gver
world’s oil supplies
Brmsh Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled most
of “the Middle Easla
petroleum at the d
of World War IL. Bmam
established the
Petroleum
Department  and  the
Petroleum  Board —
which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
ore Pearl  Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly - to
coordinate supp]:es for
the warToday, owner-
ship of b\ohal energy
supplies 15 far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a lique-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exparier 10 support
Europe, a fire this June
at ats flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
reent, Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
together of key public
and private players fram
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter

Warfare

The false narrative

around SOEs

elling state

companies 15 &

idea But

despite failing

repeatedly in practice this

esurfaced in the

"02)-"4 budzet, propos-

say that next
\-ear ll|e gm emment

will raise Rs96 billion
by selling state compa-
nies.

So, what’s going on
here? Why do our eco-
nomic managers wish to
peddle state’ companies
when they should be
fighting our real prob-
lems, which are poverty,
illiteracy, child malnutn-
tion an unemg‘\o&m nt?
You might ink it’s
because  selling  “los
making’ state companies
makes them look like
tough-minded eople
eamesily fighting budget
deficits. y part
of the answer. But the
bigger picture, 1 would
argue, is Jdeuto%wal It’s
their false that
“business is not the busi-
ness of the state’. Why
false? Because we have
several decades worth of
world experience show-
ing otherwise.

ow then should we
push back against these
managers? It 1s tempting
to show that they live ina
fantasy world, that lurk-
ing behind their ideolosy
is a faulty premise, which
raises doubts about their
competence — and their
connection with reality.
But the bigger problem
with selling state compa-
mies 15 thaf 1t’s all wrong
an the merits. So, for
now, let's put aside ideol-
ulf el’s ask instead
tether state_companies
are really a fiscal disas-

=

-
5

ter” And whether, as the
Privatization
Commission says on its
website, they burden the
nH(‘undl budget, burtlcn

the poor peaple. o that
selling them *salv i the
government through

reducmg state subs\d:es%
L the truth is that
this. much-hyped Story-
line that all state compa-
nies are a burden on the
budget s u\mpln.ulv
false But it has settl
the people’s minds abe1-
ted by a complicit media
That ‘may be the reason
why a loss-making state
comj ‘ . makes up
the usual headlines, while
rofitable companies like
il and Gas Development

Corporation (OGDC') and
Pak Petroleum (PP) are
sacrificed on the

1 tization
Commission’s altar with-
out_anyone noticing the
difference

To illustrate this point,
that there 15 a huge 8ap
between what the
think about the perform-
ance of state mmpamee

that it is poor
the reality, | pive you eu
dence from the latest PP
and  OGDC _ annual
reports. The first thing
you see is that we, the
people of Pakistan, pwn
about two-thirds of both
companies Bul the espe-
cially notable aspect i
the outstanding perform-
ance of these companies,
and their enormous prof-
its year after year after
vear. So, PP's after-tax
fi vear was Rs34
illion and it put Rs43
billion in the national
kitty in taxes alone. In the
pasl six years its cumula-
tive profit was Rs299 bil-

Kh

lion. There’s more, and it
further strengthens our
case: last year [
contributed Rs207 billion
to the national kitty, and
Rs821 billion in the last
six years These are calos-
sal :mmums To put them
in ective, consider
thls |he Rs250 billion the
WO companies gave to
the government last F'enr
is about 70 per cent of the
cost of servicing our
external debt; it exceeds
BISP's expeme by Rs79
billion. And it is ample
root that the

Privatization
Commission used a false
guise to sell 644 m||l|cn
shares
result, just 67 per cent of
1t is now left in our own-
ershi

You might expeet that
in wview  of this the
Privatization
Commission will pause
and relent. But no It
sticks to 1ts guns insisting
that selling state compa-
nies  would do  great
things for our country
But foolhardiness aside,
it’s important o realize
that the case for selling
state companies is clearly
wrong on the merits.

Likewise, the ideologi-
cal premise of selling

companies 18

Fluwd which brings me
1o the mantra that “bus
ness is not the business of
the state.’ aka free-market
capitalism. Now, eco-
nomic historians will tell
you that this has never
een the case. Not one of
today’s Western_econom-
ic powers pract u] free-
market capitalism during
its development. Take for
example France Is state
created *national
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Sarhadi hails govt for
allowing exchange companies
to bring cash US dollar

PESHAWAR: Zia ul
Haq Sarhadi, former
Senior Vice President of
Sarhad  Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCT) has hailed the
issuance of a circular by
the government, allowing
all exchange companies
to bring US dollars in
cash into the count

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, Zia ul
Hag Sarhadi wlhio is also
Director Pak-Afghan
Joint ~ Chamber ~ of
Commerce and Industry
(PAICCI) and central
leader of the Customs
Clearing Agents
Association (PCAA)

termed the decision as
‘very timely’ and wel-
coming He ‘was of the
view that in the prevail-
ing_ circumstances suc
ns needed to be
ken for overcoming the
prublam of dollar scarci
in the country as a result
of which impori and
export businesses are
under severe stress The
provision of importing
dollars by exchange com-
panies will help in redu
¢ difference
between rates of the
dollar in the interbank
and open market, he
added Sarhadi said due to
the shortage of US dollars

in the market, the busi-
ness community especial-
Iy exporiers — and
mlpor\el were Iacmb a
difficulties in the
continuation of business.
Howing  exchange
companies to bring dol-
lars at the ratio of 3
cent under the hea
export will help in the
resolution_of this prob-
lem.He said all the public
sector entities  should
adopt the policy of pro-
wviding ease of doing busi-
ness to the business com-
munity and take all deci-
i ‘hile keeping in
und  realities
with the objective INP

Chinese workers' role
in implementing CPEC
highly commendable

ISLAMABAD: Vice
Premier He Lifeng and
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif lauded CPEC for
its
impact on
socio-economic develop-
ment and the progress of’
both nations.

They acknowledge the
excephional  efforts  of
Pakistani and Chinese
experts. engineers,
workers for their com-
mendable contributions
to the timely completion
of all CPEC projects in
Pakistan, Gwadar Pro
reported uesday.
Pakistan and China ¢
brated the 10th anniver-

sary of the C
Pakistan Econo
Corridor  (CPEC) in
Islamabad,

A special event was
meticulously organized (o
commemorate_the com-
pletion of the fi o
of this vital i e
Distinguished  leaders
from “both countries,
including Prime Minister
Shehbaz  Sharif and
President Xi Jinping's
Special Represent. 3
Vice Premier He L"L"ﬁ'\
%mtd the ceremony wit
their presence

During the event, they
underscored that, as the
flagship  project  of
President Xi Jinping's
Belt and Road Tnivative,

CPEC has notably trans-
formed Pakistan's ec

nomic  landscape by
effectively ~ addressing
critical  infrastructure

chaltemve: and  power
ﬂhnn Ige:

‘pleSﬂmh their cor
tentment  with CP|
achievements, both lead-
ers  reaffirmed _ their
unijm\u ng L&:mmllmtm

Ui & progress
of the ]nslpdecadegnr] fos-
ter continued cooperation
to elevate CPEC 10 exem-
plify the highest stan-
dards of the Belt and
Road Initiative.

eremony  also

acknowledged the excep-
tional efforts of Pakistani
and Chinese experts,
engineers, and wnrkari
for their

Additionally, both
sides unveiled a memento
to celebrate the achieve-
ments made during the
first decade of CPEC and

to envision its future
potential ;.
The event artiully
showcased various
aspects of Pakistan's

diverse and progressive
culture, emphasizing the
deep civilizational a
fraternal
Pakistan

ies
between and
China,

Having commenced in
2013 Tollowing  the
Chinese Premier's visit to
Pakistan, CPEC has wit-
nessed the successful
completion of multiple
pmlecls in_energy, trans-

infrastructure,

contributions to the time-
Iy completion of all
CPEC projects  in

'iu- He

Premier

Lifeng conveyed a spe-
from
o, co

cial  message
President Xi Jinpin

ment eap
Pakistan on the succes:
ful completion of the first
dec i

Ti memaorate the
significance of this mile-
stone, a_special Postal
Stamp, Commemorative
Coin, and First Day
Cover were issued

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
on Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf.

Bank of China opens
Islamabad branch

ISLAMABAD: "The
opening of the Islamabad
branch of the Bank of
China is another mile-
stone in deepening finan-
cial and economic coop-
eration between the two
countries and holds great

%mfcance in expanding

ateral economic an
vradc coaperation,” high-
lighted Pakistan's
Fm:m:e Minister Ishag

SpeakmL on behalf of
the  Government of
Pakistan at_the openin,
cmmom of the Bank (\%‘
Cho branch
Islamal)ad me nmm[ex
cnﬂ"mlula the Bank
“China m\ further
expandm; its service net-
in Pakistan,
Gwadar Pro re orted
He "The
Paln,uqm vernment
will promete the d
opment of Pak-China
cooperation with more
firm determination and
more effective measures
and will continue to con-

solidate and deepen the
all- uunhu strategic part-
nership.
)\uan

Changneng,
eputy Governor of the

J’eop]es Bank of China,
pointed out that the open-
ing of the TIslamabad
branch of the Bank of
China on the occasion of
the 10th anniversary of
the launch of the Ch
Pakistan Economic
Corndor is a positive siep
to strengthen financial
ties and deepen financial
cooperation between
China and Pakistan

He also highlighted the
broad procpecls or cmp-
eration between the tw

countries.Liu Jin, ne';\
dent of the Bank of
China, stated that the

Bank of China will con-
tinue to leverage its
advantages in  global
operations, actively pro-
mote the high-quality co-
construction of the "Belt
and Road Initiative," and
play a greater role in sup-
porting Pakistan's infra-

pm‘l airport d
and digital CL\Iml‘Cll\\l\‘
over the past ten years
The substantial bene-
fits of CPEC for Pakistan
include the creation of
over 200,000 jobs, (he
addition of 8.00¢ MW o
power to the nalmml
grid, the construction of
310 kilometers of high-
ways and 932 kilomelers
of road network. and the
aving of an 820-kilome-
ter-long optical fiber line
Under  Phase-1l of
CPEC, both countries
have  expanded  their
cooperation  into  new
argas,INP

Moghaddam called

structure  constru
industrialization transfor-
mation, and international
trade dev elopment.

i Yong, nselor of
commercial affairs at the

hinese Embassy in
Pakistan, mentioned that
China has been Pakistan's
largest trading partner for
nine consecutive years,
serving as the largest
source of imports and the
second-largest
destination for Pakistan

He 1Iso In ghlighted
that Chin e largest
source of wwn direct
investment in Pakistan
He expressed hope that
the Bank of China would
seize the opportunities
for cooperation berween
the two countries and
contribute to the facilita-
tion of the CPEC con-
struction

Nearly 10 repres
tives ffom government
departments and enter-
prises of both countries
attended the opening cer-
emony. INP

R
e

BAD: Prime
neral Sum as C]

President Xi sent i
congratulatory message on

PAKISTAN
JINERALS SUMMIT

ster Muham

ad Shehbaz Sharif attends Pakistan
f Guest held in Islamabad.

PM conveys
condoelences on
loss of lives in
Beijing’s
torrential rains

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, on
behalf of the government and peo-
ple of Pakistan, conveved hearifelt
condolences on the foss of pre-
cious lives in the ongoing torren-
taal rains in Beying,

Taking to his twitter handle on
Tueulau the prime minister said

**Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families who lost their loved

al
enduring friends and partners shar-
weal and woe The entire
istani mation stands by our
Chinese bm ers and sisters in this
hour of gri
Premler Shehbaz Sharif also
extended his best wishes for the
ongoing relief and rescue efforts
extended all possible assis-

CPE C 1 Oth an n ivers ary Ey{:fgoordms. 1o the Chinese state

Islamabad: Chinese President
Xi Jinping has said that Beijing
will otk with Islemabad o
build  the hina-Pakistan
Economic Cor (CPEC)
into an exemplary project of
high-guality Belt and Road
Inttiative (BRI)

In a congratulatory message
o mark the 10th anniversary of
CPEC,

the Chinese
highlighted that CPEC an
mportant piongering project
¢ Belt and Road coopera-
Speakiny sbout the bilat.
s, President Xi stressed
tht both ceunmes will contin-
ue to improve overall planning
and expand and deepen cooper-
ation President Xi also reiterat-
ed China’s unwavering support
to Pakistan, saying: “No matter

OIC expresses grave concern over
rising Islamophobia

ISLAMABAD The

Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation {OIC) expresses
rave concern over the G-
le acts of desecration anlhe
Holy Quran in Sweden and
Denmar

18th  Extracrdinary
Meeting of the Council of
Foreign Ministers (C FM; of the
OIC adopted a comprehensive
resolution expressing grave con-
cem over increasing incidents
i i ation, and
rlslng Is]amopllobla a swlemen[
n the Foreign Otfice 3
It \ealﬂrme the ||n]mrlnnc&
of the 8-point action plan unani-
mously agreed upon by the UN
IIuma Rights Council mcwnr—

how the mtemxucnﬂ\ \andscxpe
may change, always
Stand firmly with Pakistan”

He added that both countries
will work te aim for high-stan-
dard, sustainable and liveli-

hood-enhancing outcomes.

ince its launch in 2013
China and Pakistan have been
advancing CPEC under the
principle, ‘of extensive consulta-
tion, joint contribution and
shared benefits, and have
achieved a number of early har-
vests,”

This has added new impetus
10 the economic and social
development of Pakistan and
laid a good foundation for
regional connectivity and inte-
gration, he said, adding that it is
a wvivid testament to the all-

fence based on religion and
belief,

It also called on all govern-
ments to fully implement the to
existing legal and administrative
framework or adopt new legisla-
tion to protect all individuals
against hatred and violence
based on religion and belief.

FM Bilawal also attended the
18th extraordinary meeting held
in a virtual format

Addressing the CFM, FM
Bilawal cﬂndemnad in the
strongest erms. the
Islamophabic and hateful acts of
desecration of the Holy Quran,
which manifested religious
hatred and intolerance,

He underscored that |he~.e

with u shared future in the new
era.Xi
Pakistan will continue to work
hand in hand and forge ahead in
solidarity to carry forward the
ironclad friendship, coordinate
development and security, pur-
sue the cooperation of

standards,
i

SIT
shi
make an even greater contribu-
n‘o“ 10 peace and prosperity in
the
broader region INP

dom of expression
firmed Pakist

ber
Jeddah Geneva, and New York

mUF] acts of the burning and
desecration of the Hely Qurai

resolutions in the UN Human
Rights
G«.m.m] Assembly advocating
inter-religious
shunnmf, religious hatred. He
alse calle

faith harmony and peaceml co-
existence.

ed Ins proposal,

broadeast and other global media
at least 11 people were killed and
27 others reported missing after
the torrential rains lashed the
Capital city causing massive del-
uge in its outskirts. [

ther friendship between
a and Pakistan, and pro-

ina-Pakistan  community

added China and

Maid Torture
Case: Judge’s
wife gets
interim bail

ISLAMABAD: A district and
sessins court_af” Tslamabad on

wife

il R ak i Ko nbi g i
‘torture case of 14-year-old house-
maid Rizwana till August 7

Additional  Sessions
Abida Sajjad heard Somia's |e
and granted the bail after the
accused :uhmmul Rs100.000

waorth of ‘], bony

The au ust\ g plication sub-
mitted by her stated that Rizwana
was employed at her house with
the consent and will of her parents.
hmllammre i]lE adamantly
i of torture or
r:mmem m\'lu,ml upon the
wirl a Asim  asserts

igher

broader scoj
er depth, and tai
i all-weather
ategic cooperative partner-
to new heights, so as 1o

two countries and the

Judge

The foreign ister reaf-
itan’s_commitment
work closely with OIC mem-

countries, especially in

ght concems about the

Te welcomed the adoption of = he?%ulﬁ

her own children Pled
cooperation with the invest
Somia Asim affirms her willin
ness to provide a detailed stat
ment hefore the investigating of
cer 10 prove her mnncence She
expresses confidence  in  the
upcoming inquiry, hoping that it
ml\ shed light on lht truth of the
matterIn_her application, Somia

Council and the

dialogue  and
d for promoting inter-

The foreign minister reiterat-
made earlier

ment to hatred,

m.ﬂmn stigmatisation, and \'ILI—

UAF signs Lol with QAU
to promote Pak-China
agro collaboration

EEIJ[NLI The Um\elslt} of Faisalabad (UAF)
signed a Letter of Intent (Lol) with Qingdao
Lu]tmal University [QAI ) m carry out academic
and cooperation in teaching, research, an
memw Em the advancement and dissemination of

oth insti agree o enc h of
faculty and staff_students, joint research activities, and
the exchange of academic materials based on their
resources and needs, Gwadar Pro reported
the signing f. Dr Tian Yike,
ident of QAU \nesen(ed an overview of the
university's discipline bui dmg‘ perswnnel training, and
mlm national cooperation efT
pressed QAL's ml\mmess i engage in in-
Tlh cooperation and exchanges with | L0 con-
ribute plemeniation of the ‘Belt and
Road tive', especially rhe construction of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corndor.

In his viden speech, Prof Dr. Igrar Ahmad Khan,
Vice Chancellor of UAF, praised the achievements
made in the construction and development of QAU in
recent years.

He expressed his willingness to work with QAU to
promote faculty and student exchanges and academic
cooperation INF

Coalition govt announces
massive hike in prices of

petroleum products

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar on
Tuesday announced a massive hike of Rs19 in the
prices of petroleum products.

In televised remarks, the finance minister said that
the price of high speed diesel (HSD) and petrol in the
wmernahonal market had increased over the last 15

{-k said that the government had checked the work-
ing of Ol and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) until
the late hours of the night. “The delay in the announce-
ment, the basic reason was thai we were looking at if
o reduce it, if there was some lee-

said. The minister said that the matter was
then discussed with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif ear-
lier on Tuesday “We all know that the international
commitments we have with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) regarding the petroleum levy, if they
weren't the rethen we would've announced a smaller
increase but everyone knows we have a standby agree-
ment,” he said a3 he highlighted how the previous PTI
sovernment had reneged on its promises with the
money lender“So in the country’s interest, it is neces-
sary that the mini um increase calculated be passed
and HSD is bei creased by Rs19.90 and the new
price will be Rs_ 3 -m NP

August 5, 2019 darkest day in
Kashmir history': Ghulam Azad

ISLAMABAD:The
Chairman  of Peoples
Paolitical L:auua. (:hulam
Ahmed Azad,
that August 5, mm \sthe
darkest day in the history
of  Indian IIIe"a“\,
Occupied Jammu and
l\ushmlr (IOJK) when
the Modi regime repealed

ashmir's special status
and imposed a military
siege in the territory.
ceording to Kashmir
Media ‘;ervn: Ghulam
Ahmed Azad in a state-
ment in Srinagar said the
Hindutva rulers in
are conspiring o chas
the demography of the
territory by accommodat-

:T

ing non-state residents o
transform Kashmir into a
comp\et:h Hindu territo-

He said India's unjust,
undemocratic and uncon-
stituiional acti
aﬂected every ect of
of the Kashmiri
F(w‘? Thmlwnda of

hmin vouth, includ-
ing Hurriyar activists,
have been languishing in
different jails of India and
the territory, he lamented

Ghulam” Ahmed Azad
said Jammu and Kashmir
has now been tumed intoe
the Il|u==\| prison_of the
world, where millions of
Indian forces have been

deployed. The forces are
rotected under black
laws luke Public \alely
Act (PSA) and
Forces_Special iners
Act (AFS Af he added
He said there is law-
lessness and jungle rule
ammu and

forces are wreaking
ha\oc on the Kashmiri

“maintained 1
Indian,_oppr

ite

sion, the morale of the
Kashmiri ople  was
high and the Kashmin

people were not going to
accept the illegal domina-
tion of India in any case

Ghulam Ahmed Azad
also expressed concern
over the silence of the
international community
and said ihat the United
Nations should settle the
lingering Kashmir dis-
pute according 10 its own

ly Hindu territory

He said India's unjust,
undemocratic and uncon-
sttutional actions have
affected every aspect of
the lives of the Kashmiri
eople. Thousands  of
ashmiri youth, includ-

resolutions and_aspira-  ing Hum?ﬂl activists,
fions of ihe Kashmuri  have been languishing in
different jails of India and

Renlnle According

ashmir Media §emce
Ghulam Ahmed Azad in a
statement in Srinagar said
the Hindutva rulers in
India are conspiring to
change the demography

the territary, he lamented.
hulam ™ Ahmed
d Jammu and Kashmir
has now been wrned into
the biggest prison of the
world, where millions of
of the territory by accom-  Indian forces have been
modalmu non-state resi- de-pkwed The forces are
to  transform rotected under black
Kashmlr into a complete-  laws like Public. INP

n- - acts, and the permission to carry  this
them out, did not constitute mc

Asim raises mucems about the
impact of herdpmemml arrest on
ot honor and dignity IND

on the occasion of the
Inter d[ml’MI Day.IN

s g
ISLAMABAD: A Vice Minister for Mining Affairs, Ministry of Industry
and Mineral Resources KSA, Khaled Saleh Al-Mudaifer calling on
Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani

Pakistani students
laud China-SCO
institute of Economy
and Trade for
professional training

Bcl)E].llT\ G: "The China-

including language, busi- Cooperation
ness, and preparatory  Organization

bcrmom\ and Trade has courses. resident Xi Jinping
provided us inemational  "As a science student, announced the epening o
swdents with a broader the  curriculum  was  the institute to r omote
Iﬂa«h-m to acquire help-  designed to be easily  business and trade uno‘p—
ful general knowledge understandable and inter-  eration  among

and we have more choic-  esting, My university fel-  countries.

es in_our study and lows and I all wish we It was_ inaugurated m
career,” said Ahmer Bilal,  could attend more of ?\nl,daomjanuan 2022
a Pakistani student who  these courses,” he said in he  institute, which is
re]cemlv completed his  an interview with China  based on the China-5CO

Institute o

PhD. “in Geology at Economic Net Local  Economic and
Shandong U m»emt» of Inauguration ceremony  Trade Cooperation
Science and Technology  of International rxclmm.e Denmn«:nmm Area,
SDUST), Center, Ching-SCO  aims to have a national

During the inaugura-  Institute of Economy and  influence and serve SCO
ion ceremony of the TradeThe ina-: countries and the coun-

Institute of Economy and  tries along the "Belt and
rade was established Road” imbative.

following hinese  lis objectives include
President Xi JmpinM nurturing  international
announcement econemic_and irade tal-
Seplember 17, 2021 dulr ents, mlmmz, internation-
ing the 21st meeting of al officials and technical
the Council of Heads of personnel, conducting
tate of the Member research on countries
States of the Shanghai economies and trade INP

International Exchange
Center at the China-Si
Institute of Economy and
Irade held last week,
Ahmer  Bilal  highly
remmeﬂ _ the

offering u:mpn.hum €
and practical training,

2
KARACHL: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed Amin ul Hague,
wlmu'ssmg d nng the Mol Signing Ceremony for the Establishment of the Health

logy Park at the ICCBS between v ol IT and
relecommumcnlmn & 1CCBS University of Karachi.
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Senate Body probes NHA on readiness for any predicted floods

ISLAMABAD: Chaired by Senator Prince Ahmed Umer Ahmedzai, the Senate Standing (mmml\:e on
Communication on Tuesday éxamined in detail progress of various en-going and completed projects, total rev-
enue generated by the NHA and other administrative matters pertaining to NFIA A. The commiltee also took brief-
ing on the progress, repair and renewal of work on projects Lﬂulci by the devastating floods last year and
inquired about the preparedness of flood this year. The committee was informed that the NHA along with NES-
PAK is working on a conlgle(e novel structure and alignment of bndges affected by floods. The committee was
apprised that the NESPAK will furnish the structural design and NHA will give a presentation to the committee
in next meeting on realignment of Pinjra Bridge. The said g}rmec[ will mke around 2 vears to complete. The com-
mittee was apprised that a complete hydrogel study of the NHA network is requir ed to s in the coun-
try. It was also briefed that the NHA Testored the roads affected 1n the flood: The officials from the Ministry of
finance said that NFLA has spent 2.4 billion rupees on repair/rehabilitation of the side roads out of NHA network
in all provinces but not a single penny has been received from the government till date. It was further informed
by the NHA officials that the Prime Minister of Pill\lbldrl has decided that expenditure incurred on roads m
provinees, funds may also be provided by the respec ovince. The committee also received briefing on the
details of revenue generated by NHA since January 20|‘J mc\udmg_ toll tax and other sources mentioning annu-
ally, monthly break alon 'its utilization_ It was apprised that a total of 135,488 43 million rupees was earned
by’ mll revenue (national Highways & Motorways for the period of January 2019 1o June 2023 out of which
motorways earned 44,376 84 and National Highways eamed 91,111,539 million rupees. The committee was also
brlefallhatthe 112,187 1 million rupees were utilized on maintenance and 4.277 on establishment. While tak-

~RALS SUMMT

DUS C()E
ENT ‘il

VELOPMENT

ATUNITIES IN pA "'.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sa if alon; h COAS General Syed Asim
; Iumrbar;‘d Foreign Dignitaries attended Pakistan Mineral Summit as Chief Guest held in
slamabad.

FBR surpasses
July revenue
collection target

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) has collected net
revenue of Rs 538 billion against the

et of Rs334 billion in July 2023

ceording to a statement released
by the tax collection body, FBR has
cul]m[ed net revenue of Rs538 billion
ly 2023, which has exceeded

Dresses designed
by talented Pakistani
designers liked across

globe: Amanullah

KARACHL Chief Operati
Officer PIA Amanullah Qureshi

Benita David, Saima Haroon,
Zarmeen lkram, Saanch Rajput,

5 has said that Pakistani desig cm Tania Farid, Tagqr Ahmed, Zeeshan
; i
aget O PRR Siabillion o of | are very talented and their Shafi, Shoaib Hasa

30%in tax collection in Tuly The FER, | designed dresses are liked all aver  Khan, Adeel Khan, A [
sﬁolewcrsun applauded the efforts of | the world. others. Speaking on the occasion,
et Body amns the finag. | - He was speaking as chief guest  Amanullah Qureshi said thai
cial crisis in the country. along with Chief Executive SRF  dresses designed by Pakistani
Earlier, Mr. Benhassine, | £13 Zafar during Style Runway designers are opportunities for

growth in the fashion industry and
youth can benefit by paying atten-
fion to it Addressing the Tashion
show, Zia Zafar smd that the fash-

ajy
Country Director, of lha World Bank,
and Chairman Federal Board of
Revenue Mr. Asim Ahmad reviewed

Fashion Show (Season ]JB held at
The mr{mn Horel in cn] laboration
with PIA and Spot Saloon
under Aamir

SRF Pal wldn

the progress of Pakisian Raises | pieion GM Brand PIA was guest fon sty s o vas eld and
financial year INP " Pakistani fashion designers are

of honor. Designers My Apparels,
Groom Fashion, Uzair Bridals.
Tallaha's  Studio,  Crocofit,
Arifact, IS Bridal Smdio. Asma
Naz Director Spotlight Salon and
nlllen participated.

he colorful fashion show was
attended by eminent personalities
of the fashion industry including
Sunita Marshall, Aruba Mirza,

a;
shewing lhe]r talent worldwide.
SRF Pakistan is taking great steps
1o highlight the work of designers,
he add Model Fauzan Khan
said that Zia Zafar is playing an
important role in the development
of the fashion industry. 1t is com-
mendable to anize fashion
shows frequently. INP

Maid torture case:
Rizwana’s health
shows improvement

ISLAMABAD: In a significant

CTP launches
awareness
campaign on
traffic rules

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic Police
(CTI?] Rawalpindi ~ on  Tuesday
launched an awareness campaign to
educate the citizens about traffic fules

Chief Traltic Officer (CTO)
Taimoor Khan said the students of
ferent schools, colleg
and other citizens were being L‘dli(,d[l,d
to follow traffic rules and regulations
in real spirit

The students were also being

“Thanks to the application of

informed about the traffic rules and | development, the condition of 14-  oxvgen, Rizwana's g dif-
road safety measures, he said a year-old housemaid Rizwana, ficulties  have  si gnificantly
the mobile education Unit of CTP was | who was allegedly sub Lotcd lo decreased, and she is now able to
arranging special briefing sessions brutal torture by a civil judge’s communicate. Professor Jodut

In this regard, had also dis- bad, shuwcd smm Saleem disclosed that Rizwana

rovement, according to the  had been Facing complications due
medical board’s latest report on  to infection, but her umdmun had
Tuesday shown positive pri
The incident leged violence  medical team’s atten
against the hou er, Rizwana, treatment have helped alleviate
who served at the residence of the some of the immediate health con-
Administrative ficer of  cerns “Today, Rizwana has even
Islamabad Judicial Complex, had  expressed her desire to eat solid
sparked outrage and concemn  food,” Professor Jodut Saleem
across the nation stated, highlighting
During a crucial meeting heldat  ing strides the voung girl is mak-
Lahore General Hospital to assess — 1ng in her recovery. In addition to
Razwana’s health, the head of the  solid food, Rizwana has also been
medical board. Professor Jodut  started on a soft diet to aid her
Saleem, informed the media that  recuperation. The medical board
's health had notably  has been prow Rizwana with
improved since yesterday Juices and water 1o maintain INP

Sindh schools
reopen after
summer vacations

KARACHI: After a refi %
summer vacation, educational
mstitutions across Sindh reopened
on Tuesday after the summer
acations

Accordin, o s, schools
and colleg rvu houl Sindh
have ru\\mtd Ldnunuml activi
ties following the two-month sum- extl ot current-
mer holidays, while the teaching 1v avnﬂablom (Iu mar
process has officially begun. The Sindh Board had

The new academic year in  assured that the slmxnnn would be
schools has also commenced from  under control before the start of
Tuesday, bringing back the lively  the new academic year, but as of
atmosphere to educational institi-  now, both government and private
tions after the two-month break schools are unable to obtain the
The children’s faces lit up with joy  required textbaoks Many govern-
as they reunited with their Fnands ment schools have had to rely on

Students eagerly returned to  old textbooks, while private
school, excited” about new books  schools could mﬂv rovide half of
and_new classes. However, the the requi course
availabili the curriculum  materials. Des) ne these  chal-
books remains an issue, as the lenges, the enthusiasm INP

T Tl =
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played banners to guide the road users
about traffic rules on important roads
of the town, he added

In order to make the campaign more
effective and meaningful traffic war-
dens and officers had been issued spe-
cial instructions, he said and informed
that the Edycation Wing of Traffic
police had been making effonts 1o
spread awareness so that the road jour-
ney could be made safe and sound

Traffic rules should not be violated
as such violation with negligent driv-
ing may lead to faial accidents, he

added INP

Rehabilitation of
flood victims
reviewed

LAHORE: Senior Member board of
RL enue (SMBR) Nabeel Javed on

sday chaired a meeting to assess
rehab\]uanon measures for flood vic-
tims in Sambal Ledia and Thatta of
Bhowana Tehsil

The SMBR said that all available
resources would be utilized 10 rehabil-
itate the affected {)eolp\c The victims
would not be left alone during this
challenging time, as the government
was committed to umwdmf_ support
and assistance, he vowed

Er
&3

the encourag-

tenth, and intermediate
cond-vear) level books
avanlable in the market
du: to incomplete printing by the
Sindh Te: tbuok Board.
Privats s in Karachi also
m.\,d a mddm change in the cur-
mulum 4 wu.l. ago, and their pre-

ninth,

More monsoon

rains predicted
this week

ISLAMABAD: Met ('Jl‘tu:e an

Tuesday forecast another rain spell in
uppm pants of the country from 03rd

ﬂk\slan Meteorological
Department has said that a westerly
v.a\ewlu likely to enter in upper parts
the country, while monsoon cur-
renls from Arabian Sea are also pene-
trating in these areas
Under the influence of these sys-
tems, rain or wind-thundershower
with isplated heavy [alls expected i
Kashmir, Gilgit Ea\uswn_ Murres
Gallivat, Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum, Lahore,
Chitral, Dir, Man: bad,
Peshawar, Mardan, Swabi and
Nowshera from the evening or night
of 02nd to 0Fth August with occasion-
al gaps.
ain o wind-thundershower is
expected in Kurram, Lakki Marwat,
Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu, Waziristan,
and south Punjab districts from 04th
(eveni gh )] 1o 07th August with
occasional “gaps, according o the
PMD.INP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Energy, L

ing briefing on the details of on —going projects inau;

surated by the Prime Minister of Pakistan since 1st January

2023 to-date, the commitiee showed concern over the incomplete on-going projects. The Chairman committee
said that each project only gets 10 to 15 pe of funds annually which causes delay in its completion, price escala-

tion and disputes amon

it the authority and contractors. He said this delay causes great lass to the count
NHA has to pay the liability of escalated rates to the contractor. The Chairman
the delayed projects in the last 5 vears and cost of liability of each ro1acl paid to

The committee was told that bidding is continued on around 10 -

Body also took hllel'um from the NI
2023, It was briefed that NHA advertised 96 projects posis of different cadres on

and 21st May,

y as the
ommittee sought details of all
contractor in next meeting

5 new projects in last 6 months The Senate
A on the current status of recruitment process of jobs advertised on 6th May

7-5-2023, total

number of applications received against the post was 6851 out of which 4756 candidates were shortlisted after

shart

is made on

ng of candidates written

checking 13 in w ogress and the eli
vacant post regular post of different cadres against Baluchistan quota on 2
tion were recerved. And shortlisting uldummdult.s isin mgms

he com
However, ll\e Loca\ communities who are

the real des

conducted in the local city and also an office

of shortlisted candidates were conducted on 19, 20 of July, 2023 the paper
ble candidates will be called for |n[erue\c\ Similarly NHA advertised 37

21.05 ‘D.) a ainst which 309 appl
that much recruitment

ving candidates remain unprivil E!TEd in llns rEurd The committee recommended that test should be
hould be established in the city to process recruitments so that the

local community is benefited the most. The chairman committee also constituted a sub-commitiee comprising of
Senator Danesh Kumar INP

Military trials of civilians: SC
reserves verdict on fresh
plea for full court

ISLAMABAD: A six-member bench of the Supreme:
Court (SC) on Tuesday reserved its verdict on a fresh
petition secking the formation of a full court to hear
pleus challenging the trial of civilians by military

e bench comprised Chief Justice of Pakistan
(C: JP; Umar Ata Bandial, Justice Tjazul Ahsan, Justice
Munib Akhar, Justice Yahya Afri
Mazahar Ali Akbar Nagvi and Just
Earlier, the apex court had rejected the federal gov-
ernment’s plea ta constitute a full court for the case.
However, a fresh «pg]matwn pertaining to the matter
vy senior counsel Faisal Siddigi
on behalf of civil society members.
should include all judges willing and available for the
adjudication on the 1unmmcnlal and complex constitu-

was moved yesterday

tional and legal questions,

The petition further stated that the petitioners would
have no objection if all the judges of the
Court were part of the Fm '3-

gorically stated that unli

actions, th

peti

ed.

During the hearing, the CIP discussed the
other petitioner in the case and then reservi
dict on Siddigi’s application. He said that the bench
would announce the decision after discussion. Justice
Bandial added that lawyers would be informed in the

Sherry demands
restoration of
Islamabad
Airport
name to Benazir
Bhutto Int’l

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister  for Climale
Change
anurunmental

n Senator

chman on
ay demanded the
govemment to restore the

original name of the
Islamabad  Airport  to
enazir Bhutto

Imernaticnal :\é‘ripnrl
which was approved by
the federal cabinet

In a meeting of the
Senate, Smndmg
Committee on Avi;
the federal minister bﬂ\d
Airports were named after
great leaders around the
world and lhere were
many examples of it

She rearelted that the
previcus government had
envisioned
Gate” and their so-called
accusation alleged the
national flag carrier PIA
of corruption

‘Tt was very difficult to
restore the confidence of
the pilots, their salary
increase is justified
However, the salary of
PIA grade 1 1 4 wotkers
should also be increased,”
Sherry Rehman said

n the legitimate
demand of the public,
flights to Mohenjo Daro
Airport should alsa e
reslored the minister

sard. INP

Two-day
National
Conference on
Women &
Digitalization
hegins in
Capital

ISLAMABAD: A two-
day event being on},a iz
by the tional
Commle:wn on the Status
of Women (NCSW) in
co\lahcm(mn with UNDP,
UN Wom A &
Jazz to :rea(e a nauunal
’mhcv framework and
aunch the report
‘Digitalization & Women
in Pakistan’ kicked off at
Marriott Hotel in

1um

UN-

and Jazi. prmiuoed a com-

p report
an:

Vromen in Pakistan™ as a
result of a ng
hv wide cnnsul tative

gaging public
and pn\atc sectors, civil
society, academia, media
and think tanks etc. The
report_was presenled at
the 67th ses: of the
(ﬂnha] (‘nmm:wnn INP

Khurram Dastgir Khan held a
meeting with Saudi delegation at the Pakistan Mineral Investment Summit including
Ambassador of Kingdom of Saudia Arabia to Pakistan, Commereial attaché and coo

dination staff..

posed

oners have no objection, whatsoever,
on any judge willing and available to hear this case,” it

instance of a delay in the verdict

At the outset of the Tuesday hearing, the CIP noted
that senior counsel Faisal Siddigi had petitioned the
court a day earlier to form a full court to hear pleas

against the military tnal of civilians.

lawyer
Pakistan,

Justice Sayyed
Ayesha A Md{lk

he full court

it said

reme
ull court It is cate-
the government’s malafide

lea with
the ver- I
courts.”

=

Advocate Khwaja Hussain Ahmed
“My client wants the court Lo treat me like a common
citizen, not a special person. He Wants ‘ex- chief jus-
tice’ to be removed from his name.”

Here, Justice Bandial said that the former chief jus-
tice was a prominent personality and his petition was
non-political. At one point, the apex court judge also
asked if Faisal Siddiqi was hiding, 1o which he was told
that the counsel was outside the courtroom for some
work and would return soon.

As the |\eaﬁn5 continued, Justice Naqvi said the law
didn’t give permission to pick and choose, asking why
the |r‘:]|||r) [against civilians] was not brought on

ard

X d. “Only people
military courts’ Those who entered the Lahore corps
commander’s residence have been sent to military
Justice Bandial subsequently remarked that
Awan’s claim could be proven if there was conlent on
the trials availal

Justice Bandial then said that the bench would first
hear the arguments of ex-CJP

Jawwad 8. Khawaja's
client is the former chief justice of
said

the AGP replied that a lot of caution was.
irectly involved were sent to

ble at any forum INP

Fawad Chaudhry
submits written apology
to election commission

ISLAMABAD: Ex- federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry on Tuesday submitted
written  apology  to Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) in the
ECP contempt case.

he ECP reserved its decision over

the contempt case against former
Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTT) \L«d\.r

Talking to the media at 1l
commission, Fawad Chaudhry uj‘géd fnr
a charter of democracy before general
elections m I|IE country

# the election be possible
without 1ddress|n5 the issue oFes(r:mge—
ment between chairman nd Nawaz
Sharif” he questioned, “If leuomlu.hl
without addressing ihis estrangement
nothing will be ", he added "

inanc

Investment opportunities in Pakistan'".

ister Senator Mohanm
the rlllsmg session of Pakistan Mmrr»ls Sumn

Normalization of Pakistan is more need-
ed than the election,” he opine

Last year in August, the ECP had
issued notices to Fawad Chaudhry, and
others for allegedly usm" m[em erate”
language  against ection
Commissioner (CEC) Slkander Sultan
Raja and the electoral body.

ng the previous hearing, Fawad

Chaudhry extended his apology 1o the
ECP and pleaded to withdraw the show
cause notice issued against him

The former PT1 leader said whatever
he said was the narrative of the party
being its spokesperson. “Tt was |h|.
party’s position which 1 described.”
respect the institutions including EC I‘
Chaudhry added INP

1
md Ishaq Dar addressed
Dust to Development:

SC resumes hearing
pleas against military
trials of civilians

I‘vLm\MBD A six-member Supreme
Court (3C) has resumed hearing a set of
petitions challen the trials of civil-
1ans in military courts

he bench comprises Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CIP) Umar Ata Bandial,
Justice Ifatu] Ahsan, Justice Munib
Akhtar, Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice
Sayyed Mazahar %\l Akbnr Nagvi and
Justice Ayesha

At the previous heann; the f'eden\
government had assured “the S
Convictions over May 9 violence mmm
not entail capital punishment, but sought
time to ponder granting a_substantive
nght of appeal against military court
decisions.

The petiions were filed by former
CIP Jawwad S. Khawaja, Aitzaz Ahsan,
Karamat Ali, and PT1 Chairman Imran

Khawaja, who filed the petition
through his counsel Advocate khawaja

Ahmad, requested the top court to
declare the trigl of civilians by military
courts unconstitutional

The former CIP pleaded ll|a( Section
201 Hd)(1) and (1) of the Pakistan Army
Act were meonsistent with lh<. hmda—
mental conferred by
Constitution and therefore void, and
should be struck down.

n_interim measure, all proceed-

mos against civilians based on the sec-
tions should be suspended or, in the
alternative, any military court should be
restrained from passing a final order in
any case against civilians based on the
sections, the petition stated

Before this pefition, fiv
civil society from diffe

h their counsel Faisal Siddigr,

tllegal the tral of civilians in
itary courts in connection with
lence in the country of May

Bajaur blast: UN
Security Council seeks
stern action against
perpetrators

NEW YORK: The United Nations
Security Council on Tuesday denounc-
m’b the blast at the Jamiai Ulema-e-

slam Fazl (JUIF) workers’ convention
in Khar, the capital area of Bajaur on
Sunday afternoon urged all concerned
countries to take decisive action against
the perpetrators of the incident.

Ina stronuty worded statement, the
Security Council emphasized that terror-
ism, in all its forms, poses a serious
:'I\l&'u 1o global peace and security,

e Council called upon all con-
s.:rnenl countries 1o take decisive action
against the perpetrators behind the
victous attack in
"All individuals and entifies involved
in this act of terrorism, including their
financial supporters and facilffators,

must be brought to justice promptly,”
the statement read,  hi, hI1<:I|[mt- (he
necesw;, for swift andﬁ
st those responsible for pe..\chal—
such acts of violence
he UN Security Council also made
an eamest appeal to all nations to coop-
erate closely with the Government of
Pakistan in its efforts to apprehend and
prosecute the culprits in line with their
obligations under international law and
relevant Security Coundil resolutions
By calling for international coopera-
tion, the Council demonstrated its com-
mitment to stand united against terror-
ism and bnn% the perpetrators to justice,
regardless of their location or affilia-
tions. The Council reiterated that any act
of terrorism, regardless. INP




