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Syed Ali Shah Analysis

Much has been said and written
about the historic Pinjra Bridge

located in the rugged mountains of
|

the Bolan Valley. The valley links
Quetta and most parts  of
Balochistan with Sindh and Punjab
provinees,
Last year, flash floods unleashed
by torrential rains swept away
parts of the bridge, causing the
suspension  of traffic between
Balochistan and other parts of the
country. For more than a year, the
National ~ Highway Authur\t\
(NHA) is vyet to reconstruct the
bridge located in the heart of the
mountainous Bolan Valley. Now a
fresh wave of hea

the
pension of traffic.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif _-
&

took notice of the non-construction
and the Chairman NHA rushed
towards the spot last vear and
assured  the  reconstruction.
Nevertheless, the bridge is vet to
be constructed despite repeated
assurances,

Hundreds of
stranded trucks
loaded with food
itemns can
always be seen

ramfa]l also
swept away the remaining part of |
ridge, which caused the sus- ©

fails to reconstruct Pinjra
ridge in Bolan valley

Thousands of vehicles pass
through the bridge on a daily
basis” Since Balochistan s

dependent on Sindh and Punjab
for food supplies and other com-
maodities, Therefore, hundreds of
trucks loaded with food items
stranded in the Bolan Valley can
always be seen

The weak district administra-
tion merely deploy a bulldozer to
make a temporary way for the
stranded trucks and uﬁwer small
vehicles to cross the bridge.
However, floods and torrential
rains ah\a)s wash away tempo-
rary mud stones roads.

NHA must

ensure its

immediate
reconstruction

This situation has compounded
the problems of the people of
Balochistan in general and the
passengers traveling on  this

- important_highway in particular.

The province covers half of the
country in terms of area and the
NHA has been, in charge of all
highways. It is the core responsi-
bility of the NHA to break its
criminal silence and ensure
immediate reconstruction of the
bridge to bring an end io the mis-
eries of pwph.

Committed poho workers reachmg out to
children in Balochistan despite floods

Syed Ali Shal, Manan Mandokhail

UETTA: Despite heavy rainfall
flash floods, cmnmu[ed polio
wurkLr\ in  various parts of
Balochistan have been making tooth
and nail efforts to reach children to
provide them with polio drops. A
video of one of the committed and
dedicated polio workers went viral
on social media
Wearing  traditional shalwar
kameez, a polio worker jumps in
flood water to reach his destination
istan’s  Wad Tehsil.
Speaking Brahvi language, the
committed polio worker said he was
on his way to reach one of the scat-

Tl

tered populations located in the
rugged mountains of Wadh

Despite threats
and bad weather
conditions,
an anti-polio
campaign is
underway

Despite threats, intimidation and bad
weather conditions, thousands of polio
workers made the anti-polio campaign a

success and reached every part of
alochistan to administer anti-polio drops
to children under the age of five years.

From two years and
no poliovirus has
been reported in

Balochistan

Balochistan has been polio-free for
almost two years and no poliovius has
been reported from any part of the
province, which covers half of the country
i terms of area. The polio is still underway g
in spite of an attack on a polio team, whicl
left two policemen martyred in the Nawan
Killi area of Queita the ather day.

Nawabzada Haroon Ralsam
laid to rest in Kanak Mastung

From Our Correspondent

MASTUNG; Amid grief and sor-
rows, the funeral prayer of
Nawabzada Haroon Raisani was
offered in the Kanak area of
Mastung district._Haroon Raisani
the nephew of former Chief
Minister Ba\oclus[an \awah

slam Rasiani was killes
Quenta’s Sariab Rnad on lhumia\
night, Ancther young man Mw
Bramdad Lehri ad a lévies c
ble were also killed in the fi
incident

t the 1, Nawahzada Haji
Lashkari Raisani, Nawabzada Mir
Raees Raisani and others partici-
ated. However, Mir Bramdad
ehri was also laid to rest in
(%uena A large number of people
so participated in his funeral

Country’s

pra
1’he funeral praver of the slain
Iewas muslable was also offer
o tered on
of Haroon

behalt

The FIR

of relmn, sal

interests

Raisani at the Sariab Police Station.
includes_terrorism _and
other acts since the latter was killed
in_gle line of duty, a police sources

Riaz Baloeh
CHAGHI

a road accident

identified
Miguel

as

Portuguese tourist died in

Balochistan’s Chaghi dis-
trict_on Thursday, The
incident happened in the

albandin area of the
Chaghi district. A vehicle
hit the Portuguese tourist
Nuno

The tourist was dead
on the spot, whereas, two

A

in
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side the car xlau

injured wes
injuries. The

the Dalbandin hospital

A Portuguese tourist
| died in a road accident
in Chaghl Balochlstan

for medical treatment.
The dead body of the
Portuguese tourist was
also brought to the hospi-

tal

The tourist  from
Portugal had entered
Pakistan through Pak-

Iran Border Taftan He
was on his way to Quetta
on a bicycle” when the
tragedy struck. Levies
personnel reached the
spol as an investigation
into the incident “weni
underway.
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sole purpose of meetings held with army

chiefs throughout political career: PM Shehbaz

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said on
al meetings with army chiefs during his
sole objective of ma ﬁ

that he can be seen as “the establishment

he only objective of those meetings was that politicians and insti-

tutions work together 10 turn the countr
several Muslims laid their lives,”
the

not intend to get any personal gains.

He mentioned it was said that he was very close to former army

chief and president Pervez Musharraf.
“But dur

were | and my family. So what did I get?™
The premier also urged the nation on
mined and concerted eiT

the world

the country progress, as he acknowledged

he reiferated during his address at
auguration ceremony of Bhara Kahu bypass in Islamabad

The p:eumu went on 1o say "Feople taunt me, calling me the es(at-
lishment’s man. But this doesn’t bo(her me. Why? Because [...] |

1 get anything [out of it]” Nawaz Sharif went to jail and so
did I. Nawaz Sharil went 10 Attock and so did I. Nawaz Sharif went o
the Landhi jail and so did 1. Nawaz Sharif was sent into exile and so

forts for making Pakistan regain its “grandeur
and stature” and so that country was able to compefe with the rest of

Thursday he had held sever-
38 years in politics with the

s man” by his detractors.

y into a Pakistan for which

he said
the occasion 1o make deter-

He highlighted that Pakistan’s eastern neighbour, India_ had pro-

ressed far ahead of it but at

months at & cost of Rs6.25 b

Galiyat

commuling to these destinati

hehbaz directed the Capital
million trees around the byp:
planted. Web Desk

the same time said there would be noth-

ing to wm ry about if the nation was resolved to work for the country’s
pro;
ﬁ’c recalled that the Bhara Kahu bypass project began in October

|l has been executed by the NLC (National Logistics Cell) in nine

illion,” the premier said, adding that the

bypass™ construction had removed a major bottleneck and reduced
travelling time for those commuting to Murree, Azad Kashmir and

yat.
The project, he said, would ease difficulties for several travellers

ons from Islamabad. Punjab and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa He also mentioned that one of the challenges faced in
the construction of the project was a land dispute with Quaid-i-Azam
University. which was eventually settled through court Had there been
ne such challenges, the project’s construction could have been com-
Emed within the three-month period set by him initially, he added PM

evelopment Authority (CDA) to plant &
ass, of which 70,000 have already been
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Funds lapse in
financially-starved
Balochistan

Lapsing of fimds is a common phenamenon in the financially-starved Balochistan
The provincial health minister, Syed Ehsan Shah revealed a bitter reality that his
department lapsed Rs 7 hillions allocated for the purchase of medicines and equip-
ment for goverament hospitals

This exposed the poor political commitment coupled with bad governance and
incompetent officers 1n Balochistan, which 1s already lagging behand other provinces
i terms of key social indicators,

Hospitals without medicines for last three months in Balochistan .

Government-run hospitals in Quetta, the provincial capital have been without
medicines for the last three months. This compounded the problems of deserving and
needy patients knocking the doors of government hospitals.
nee the elites can afford 1o go to Karachi for medical treatment. So the deserv-
ing and needy patients remained the worst sufferers of this incompetency of the gov-
ernment in general and the health department in particular

Angiopl: and Angi h hines out of order for the last twe and hall
years in BMC . . .

Look at the irony, the angiography and angioplasty machines are out of order at
the Baluchistan’s largest go hospital ie Bolan Medical Complex
(BMC ) hospital for the last two and half years This daily has repeatedly reported the
out of order machines. Unfortunately, the reports are falling on deaf ears

The BMC adminis in cites lack of funds as the underlying reason behind
the non repair of machines.

Rs.7 billions lapsed in health department Balochistan

This 1s strange, on one hand Rs.7 billions are lapsed by the department, on the
other hand, the same department complaints about lack of funds for the repair of two
machines in BM

Sinph, this is ungccptable and an i 1 by this daily suggests
the machines are deliberately made out of order to force the patients towards private
clinics and hospitals.

Provincial government should put its own house in order prior to eriticism of
Islamabad

From the province’s chief minister to a section officer everyone speaks about the
finaneial crisis, currently, Blaming Islamabad for the all ills of the provinee has been
the hallmark of all political leaders from government to opposition.

However, they are et to put their own house in order and ensure financial disci-
pline in this resources-starved province of the country.

Four tier service system:
A milestone towards uplifting

Agriculture department_

Balochistan

3 Anirlculwrl:

Officers_are highly obliged ta

Chief Minster Balochistan Mir

Abdul Quddus Bizenj n,é\llimﬂel
53

Agriculture, Mir Ullah
Baloch, Sec
Mr.  Umeed “Ali kar,
Balochistan Agriculture Officers
Association’s  presid Dr
g im Kakar, General Sccretary

hakeel Zehri and all others that
rendered efforts in_the approval
of the Four Tier system
Hopefully the said service struc-
ture may” diminish the prevailin
frustrations amongst the agric
ture officers.

This will boost the
performance
of agriculture

department

This may increase the per-

retary Agricrl ture

formance of the overall agricul-
ture department. Currently agri-
culture is the least prvileged
department of the province
though major segment of the
|mpu ation is directly or indirect-
v dependent uponthe agricul-
ture. Agriculture must be given
due respect and importance for
the survival of the masses
he  longtime |
demand of Four Tier
Structure is the most effective
paratus that would not only
strengthen the Department but
also would benefit the officers in
order to maintain smooth, timely
and regular flow of promotions

Through
Sfour-tier
service, officers
to get
promotion
chances

Absence of Four Tier Servi
Structure is one of the main hin-
drances in the progress of the
Agriculture Department because
chances of promotions are limit-
ed and large number of officers
presently retired in the same
grade wherein they were
appointed. However, through the

implementation of the Four Tier
Structure, officers might get
equal promotional chances in a
flow, as timely as officers in the
other departments of the
province. Fortunately, financial
impacts of the four tiers upon the
department are so meager.

Discrimination
with the
agriculture
professionals

There is terrible discrimination
with the agneculture professionals
rather with agriculture altogether
s in the entire service most of the
officers hardly avail only one pro-
metion which is totally against the
eﬁuil\. fundamental right and natu-
ral justice Pakistan i an agncul-
[t country; presently it con-
tributes 19,2 percent to the GDP
and provides emplovment to
around 38.5 percent of the labour
force. More than 65-70 percent of
the population depends on agncul-
ture. It is suffice to mention that
from 1960 10 2018 agriculture was
contributing 27 38% 1o GDP with a

minimum
est. These figure sl
trend for the last few decades
because agriculture and agriculture
rofessionals/officers have not
n given due respect. The offi-
cers with infenior qualification and
technical knowledge, as compared

1o agriculture professional, in other
depariments are bestowed with
attractive service carcers. They are
given several promotions n the
service moreover there is huge dif-
ference in the allowances. perks
and pmlIeE:es: agriculture depari-
ment has kept deprived from all
these allowanees, perks and privi-
leges which is badly affecting the

iculture in the province
These disciminations are poter
tially exponential which is inten:
fying the magnitude of the frustra-
tion_amongst the agnculture pro-
fessionals.

Agriculture sector

plays a key role in

the development of
Balochistan

The progress of the agricu
ture in province, the same is
highly dependent on the agro-
professionals so if i5 obligatory
that the agriculture profession-
als must be given due priv
leges. The delightful agricul-
officers mean advanced

culture in the province
HL"upcf lly this service struc-
tu bring new wave of
happiness and joy amongst the
ofticer. The perks and privi-
leges would also be increased ,
ulfimately they would multiply
their efforts for the progress
and prosperity of the agricul-
ture in the provinge.

Need for reflection

-

Governance failure

Farmer prime minister
Imran Khan who promot-
ed the politics of hate and
created deep divides
Pakistan’s political social
environment for years has
now adopted a conciliato-
ry tone. Some of his recent
statements indicate that
‘the Great Khan' wants
unity among politicians
aganst non-democratic
forces, alerting them
about the possible invisi-
ble plans B and C that
might be used to target
them i the future

It 13 good that Khan is
talking about unity among
politicians but such unity
cannot be achieved unul
Imean Khan reflects upon
his harmful legacy that is
tearing the country apart
now. He must have a look
at_the blunders he com-
mitted dunng the last 12
vears. He needs to admit
those mistakes and apolo-
gize for the culture of vil-
ification that his followers
adopted to defame politi-
cal opponents and critics,
who dared to challenge
his retrogressive political

ideology.
Khan's detractors
believe that the Great

Kaptaan bites the hands
that feed him, They point
out that when Khan was a
political nonentity, many
of Pakistan's media hous-
es gave him space to
reach a wider audience
He would be on prime-
time shows almost every
week, offering his views
on drones and the dictato-
rial regime of the late
General Musharraf Such
appearances helped him
boost s populanty as &

politician. His stance on
various issues was heard
by millions of people
across the country. But
after achieving political
populanty, he starled tar-
geting the same media
outlets, going to the
extent of maming and
shaming journalists. This
attitude created immense
hardships for journalists
working  there. These
workers, including female
anchorperson and
reporters, were also sub-
jected to mistreatment and
harassment at PTI public
gatherings.

His hostility did not
subside after he came into

wer. It grew expones
tally with the PTI gov-
emment even  putting
media owners behind bars
and banning advertise-
ments. This approach
clearly  reflected  his
revengeful mentality.
Several independent
media_outlets faced the
same fate. The PTI gav-
emment alse tried to
introduce draconian laws
regarding  the media
through parliament,
which could not suc-
ceed When Khan came
into power in 2018, he
had a favourable environ-
ment. The country's insti-
tutions were sympathetic
towards his party But
instead of delivening on
his promises, he
unleashed a reign of fear
against his opponents,
vowing to end AC and
other facilities, if any,
extended to political pris-
oners under the rules

His supporters adopted
a semi-fascist approach

against  his  critics,
unleashing smear cam-
aigns against people cnit-
ical of his performance,
especially women eritics
From approaching the
IMF - after criticizing
other govermnments for
doing the same - 1o
launching the BRT project
in Peshawar (after run-
ning campaigns against
Punjab’s metro projects),
Khan acted against the
claims he made prior to
coming into power. He had
made tall claims of having
in-depth knowledge of
running the country but
later admitted that his
team had been unable to
understand the art of goy-
ernance for months. His
team  members,  who
asserted that they could
steer the country out of
crisis, pushed the country
towards more crises.

First his finance minis-
ter Asad Umar delayed
the IMF deal and later
signed it when the dam-
age had already been
caused to the economy
Similarly, his belated
decisions over LNG and
other projects  also
plunged the economy mto
a financial quagnure. The
frequent reshuffle in the
cabinet clearly indicated
that Khan’s team was not
capable of dealing with
the issues that Pakistan
was facing.

The country’s powerful
quarters are beheved to
have created a smooth
path for Khan by remoy-
ing all the hurdles created
by opposition parties
Even then, he failed mis-
erably. He demonstrated a

lack of political acumen
by opposing normaliza-
tion of ties with India
which could have gone a
long way in improving the
crippling economy. He
used the rhetoric general-
Iy used by religious polit-
ical parties to oppose such
a proposal, which at the
time seemed to have the
blessings of the powerful
elements of the state who
had realized that an eco-
nomic way forward could
not be possible without
stabilizing the region
When he was ousted in

April 2022, he had gov-
emments in  Punjab,
Khyber  Pakhiunkhwa
(KP), -Baltistan

(GB) and Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. The two
provincial assemblies had
more than a year to make
a difference in the lives of
ordinary people, while the
I-led governments in
GB and AJK could have
served people for almost
the entire tenure. But
instead of using these
povernments {0 serve peo-
ple, Khan first ok the
shelter of their police
foree 1o avoid arrest and
later dissolved the two
provincial assemblies to
create political chaos
Although  he  was
removed from power in a
constitutional and demo-
cratic way, he came up
with a conspiracy theory,
changing  his  stance
repeatedly. He first
accused the US and then a
state official of conspiring
against him, He finally
blamed the caretaker chief
minister of Pakistan,
Mohsin Naqvi, for his

ouster, This all turned him
into a laughing stock
Such an approach only
created problems for the
country besides deepen-
ing politscal uncertainty
that also mereased eco-
nomic problems.

Many believe Khan
could have used his pov-
emments in the four
regions to deliver on his
promises  and waited
patiently for general elec-
tions. The PTI govern-
ments in the regions could
have come up with wel-
fare plans that might have
helped Khan become
more popular, besides cre-
aung political stability n
the country that was badly
needed 10 deal with the
economic challenges. But
Khan chose an aggressive
path that finally led to the
ncidents of May 9,

Even after these inci-
dents, which were widely
condemned, he tried w
create an impression that
he was an anti-establish-
ment leader waging a
relentless struggle for the
supremacy of parliament
and civilian dispensation,
However, his  crilics
believe that all he wants s
for the country’s institu-
tions 1o support him the
way they did in the past
His detractors assert that
he was ftrying to bring
back non-political forces
in politics to achieve
political objectives Khan
needs to admit that his
party was not a result of
any genuine political
movement unlike the PPP
during the decade of the
1960s. It was a project
created

and inflation

he  famed

American

artist,  The

Notorious
G

exclaimed that "the more
money We COmE Across,
the more problems we
see” This also resonates
with how the gover

has bee anaging the
country's finances — by
perpetually  borrowing
more monéy:

Successive  govern-
ments and central bank
zovernors have spectacu-
arly failed in taming
inflation over the last
three decades Lack of
wnrdmaled‘ fiscal and
monetary policy respons-
es, cu_uplcg,iwlg Ihct:f)m-
plete inability of the cen-
tral bank to keep inflation
within target range has
led to a scenario where
the country is on the
uergeo]\ a hiyperinflation-

ry

for March
ed in at 35 per
cent, which is amongst
highest ever levels.For
the more vulnerable sea-
ments, inflation is close
to 50 per cent, as food
prices spiral oul of con-
trol A lazy excuse of pol-
icymakers both on the fis-
cal and monetary side is
blaming a commodity
super cycle for any price
increases, while' com-
pletely ignoring the cata-
strophic~ decisions that
fueled inflation, some of
which include incessant
obsession with disruj
sou;!I)' chains (thereby
leading to shortages) —
and by racking up debt to
bridge fiscal deficits that
are 4 fanction of bad gov-

ernance and inabi
expand the taxation

he tax authority cele-
brates ~ some recor
growth in tax collections,
while  that growth
remains  considerably
lower than inflation.As
tax collection can't even
keep pace with inflafion,
the deficit is only bound
to increase further —
which means the state is
gaing to borrow more to
bridge _the ever-increas-

ngdeficit, -
_ The evolution of infla-
tion during the last few
quarters can be traced
back to the surge in com-
maodity Fnces globally,
which led to a completely
ahsurd decision to subsi-
dize fuel prices, effective-
Iy encouraging consump-
tion when prices are
increasing .

Preciois fareign
exchange reserves were
spent without taking into
consideration Srong sig-
nals indicating a global
monetary  contraction,
which would not just
increase the cost of fund-
ing for Pakistan but also
make aceess to debt more
difficult. Since we aren't
the type of peaple who
learn” from mistakes, we
doubled down an main-
taining an overvalued Pak
rupee, and wasting more
precious foreign
exchange reserves 1o
maintan an  arbitrarily
low value of the Pa
i‘upee against the US dol-
ar

ity to
net

As foreign exchange
reserves dropped signifi-
cantly, the policymakers
trying to outdo their earli-
ef noi-so-smart maneu-

s started rationing for-
1 exchange reserve
thereby restricting avail-
ability of the same for
import of raw material or
intermediate goods, ete.
his had a  snowball
effect as thar disrupted
supplychains acioss el
indusiries

As  industries  lost
access to imports, they
started reducing produc-
tion and eventually shut-
ting down, resulting in an
increase in_unemploy-
ment, The inability to
import animal feed, or
seeds, or other critical
mFuts led to a cascading
effect on the food supply
chain. Even though t
global commadity surze
cooled down, disruption
of the local supr]y chain
resulted in shortages,
which fueled inflation.

None of this can_be
deemed as_a surprise.
Instead of fixing supply
chains, the government
further reallocates capital
towards subsidized
and handouts, further
leading 1o depravity and
more recently loss of
human life due to ill-
planned, and often selfish
MANEUVErs, 5

Our policymakers still
do not seem to have any
plan The State Bank con-
tinues to print more
money to throw at the
problem, without realiz-
ing that prmtm% more
menz‘]y‘ does not Tix sup-
ply chains. Managers of
the fiscal policy refuse to
expand the tax net, and
continue  to  further
squeeze the already
taxed, resulting in the
emergence.

Learning from China

About three years
ago | was conferred the
highest science award
of China, the
International ~ Science
an Technology
Collaboration  Award
by President Xi Jinping
af a special ceremony
in the Great Peoples
Hall ., in
Btlj\nﬁ President
Jinping delivered a 90
minute long extempore
speech of ime educa-
tion, science, technolo-

and innovation have

ccome the key pillars
of the miraculous trans-
formation of China that
has catapulted it to the
forefront of the glabal

stage. )
ﬁe described  in
depth how China has
implemented a range of
iniliatives for China to
transition 1o a knowl-
edge cconomy, driven
by indus develop-
ment and innovation,
The establishment of
innovation hubs.
research  parks, and
industrial clusters has
fostered collaboration
between academia.
1|1dusn‘F§', and govern-
ment, For example, the
Zhongguancun Science
Park in Beijing, often
referred to as China's
Silicon Valley, has
become a hotbed for
technological innova-
tion, qmnclm% both
domestic and foreign
companies.

In" the agriculture
sector, Chma  has
implemented  several
measures to enhance
productiv sustain-

ability, and technologﬂ-
cal advancements in the
agricultural sector. The
establishment of new
mstitutions such as the
Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Sciénces

AAS) and the China

gricultural University

AU) have played a
pivotal role in driving
research and develop-
ment in agriculture.
CAAS serves as a
national ~ comprehen-
sive agricultural
research  institution,
focusing on the deve
opment of high-yiel
crop varieties, nt
farming  technique;
and advanced agnicul-
tural Icclmnﬁl rics.
Similarly,

the CAL,
one of China’s premier
agricultural  universi-
ties. has contributed to
the development of a
highly skilled work-
force 'in agriculture
China has set up a
network of national-
level engineering
research centres
(ERCs) to drive inno-
vation and technologi-
cal advancement in key
industries. These cen-
tes focus on areas such
as advanced manufac-
wring,  information
te_::]molng?x a
biotechnology, nurtur-
ing expertise_and fos-
tering industrial
growth. Several nation-
al organizations have
been established to sup-
port science, technolo-
gy, innovation and
<o 1 it

Foundation of China
(NSFC), for instance,
plays a vital role in pro-
moting  fundamental
research across a wide
range of scientific
ﬁel%l.y It provides
financial support to
researchers, enabling
them to conduct cut-
ting-edge research and
develop innovative
solutions. The NSFC
has_contributed to
entific breakthroughs in
areas such as biotech-
nology,
enersy, and artificial
intelligence

milarly, the
Cliinese. Agademy: of
Sciences (CAS) of
which T happen to be an
academician, has
layed a crucial role in
ostering  scientific
excellence and collabo-
ration. As the country’s
highest academic insti-
tution in natural sci-
ences, the CAS con-
dugts  research, pro-
vides policy advice,
and promotés interna-
tional cooperation.

The establishment of
business  incubators,
venture capital funds,
and entrepreneurship
competitions has creat-
ed a supportive ecosys-
tem for startups and
small and medium-
size enterprises
(SMEs). In this context,
the Torch High
Technology  Industry
Development  Center,
under the Ministry of

ture. The

u National
Natural

Science

Science an
Techi v, has been
instrumental i sup-
porting technological

innavation and entre-
Frem_:ursh;p It provides
unding, infrastructure,
and mentorship to tech-
nology-oriented  start-
ups, enabling them to
develop and commer-
cialize their ideas.
Moreaver, the rise of
internet=based  plat=
forms and e-commerce
has facilitated  the
growth of private enter-
rises n  Chi

Companies like
Alibaba and Tencent
have not only revolu-
tionized the "domestic
market but have also
become plobal tech
rian Their success

s inspired a wave of
entreprencunial activi-
ties, contributing to the
dyn m of E‘hmas
private sector. The elec-
tronics  industry
China too has’ wit-
nessed remarkable
growth over the vears,
positioning the country
as a %Loba manufactur-
ing hub and a major

layer in the sector.

“hina's  electronics
industry has pained an
excellent reputation for
manufacturing  con-
sumer_electronic prod-
uets, inclu Smart-
phones, relevisions, and

ersonal  compulers,

ompanies . like
Foxconn, Huawei, and
Xiaomi have become
pro nt players
the global electronics
market.

The Chinese govermn-
ment_has implemented
policies to support the
development of the 1T
industry, Measures

such as tax incentives,
funding support, and
regulatory reforms
have encouraged inno-
vation and entrepre-
neurship. The govern-
ment has also launched
initiatives o promote
digital transformation
N various sectors, such
as healthcare, finance,
an manufacturing,
driving the demand for
IT solutions and sel

es.China’s vast popula-
tion and growing mid-
dle class have created a
massive domestic mar-
ket for IT praducts and
services.  This  has
attracted both domestic
and_international com-

anies to establish a
rEsence C

nternet  giants like
Alibaba, Tencent. and
Baidu have played a
pivotal role in the
growth of China’s 1T
industry, offering a

range of services such
as ¢-commerce, social
media. online payment

systems, and scarch
engines.
he automobile

industry in China pres-
ents another shining
example. It has experi-
ence: exponential
crowth. transforming
fhe country into the
world’s largest automo-
bile market and a major
automobile producer.
The development of the
industry can attrib-
uted 1o various factors,
including government
policies, jomnt ventures
with foreign manufac-
turers, and domestic
demand,

Crashing economy?

head of

A Finance
Minister Isha

ar’s expecte

budget speech

this Friday which is set io
come with more than the
usual sugar coating, the
glaring writing on the
wall presents just one dis-
mal ~ reality that
Pakistan’s economy is
simply crashing. The
sharp” contrast between
the “sub achha’ or all is
well spin from the Dar-
led official quarters ver-
sus the reality on the
ground became widely
evident recently, when
the exchange rate of the
rupee versus the US dol-
lar rapidly slid in the
apen market afler banks
were permitted to make
foreign_credit card pay-
ments from their coffers.
The change briefly
ended the practice of the
purchase of foreign cur-
rency from the open mar-
ket Tor banks 1o settle
gaﬁ;mgnts of credit card
ills incurred in foreign
currencies. This short-
lived rise of the rupee
coincided the same day
with the announcement of
the highest inflation rate
of 38 per cemt in
Pakistan's
history. Together, these
sharp contrasts powerful-
Iy painted a familiar pic-
ture of the official view of
the economy remaining
far detached from the
reality on the ground. As
ar the team leader on
Pakistan's economic side
remains defiant in public,
there are multiple indica-
tions of a lost grip on the
niry's finances in the

remaining just flat
An obvious indicator

of this powerful reality
will soon become evident
next  month  when
Pakistan enters a new
financial vear from July
d,.. 58 ed with an
increasingly tough bur-
den of foreign debt repay-
ments alongside the worst
economic slowdown in
the nation’s history. In
very sharp conirast to
Dar's oft-repeated claim
of Pakistan remaining
safely away from a
default on its foreign debt
ayments, the opposite is
."nig d the truth. As
Pakistan’s foreign
reserves temain danger-
ously low, the absence of
the country’s retum Lo an
IMF loan programme has
only ageravated the out-
look for sustaining pay-
ments of the foreign J’em
Tragically, Pakistan’s
downward present eco-
nomic slide began when
Dar inherited the finance
ministry from well-reput-
Economist Miﬁah
Ismail. and began his new
tenure with an ‘I don’t
care about the IMF
notice 1o the Washington
based lender. Tt was an act
almost akin to a hugely
indebted borrower walk-
ing up to their bank's
manager and defiantly
demanding to be gven
further loan without the
promise of deep rooted
reforms to guarantee the
safe return of the existing

stock of debt
In continuation of that
defiant streak, the finance
minister even publicly
counted the existing stock
of private onshore private
foreign currency deposits
among the existing stock
of Pakistan’s paliry for-
eign exchange = dssets.
at public view immedi-

ately triggered fears of a
repeat of 1998 when
shortly after Pakistan’s
maiden nuclear {ests
under former prime min-
ister

onshore dep: in for-
Cign Currency accounts
were swiftly frozen, in
effect marking a default
by the government at the
time after  borrowing
heavily ~ from  those

deposits.

eg‘;klmn‘s position
today is far more fragile
for fwo inter-related rea-
sons On the one hand, the
political mayhem across
the country recently has
already fuéled the kind of
uncertainty that has clear-
ly discouraged the most
vital stakeholders in the
economy, notably mem-
bers of the busingss com-
munity, Unless a very
clear Toadmap is put in
place quickly showing a
credible build up 10 a
political transition later
this vear, the political risk
that has already under-
mined the economy will
simply grow:
”y ﬁ{e other hand,
long-term players across
the spectrum must revisit
their_expectations from
the IMF. Dar has more
than once said 9
that Pakistan has
all the conditions sought
by the IMF for release of
ifs next tranche of about
$1 billion under a $6.5
billion loan programme
that’s due to end soon
Yet, the fund’s refusal to
step ahead with the dis-
bursement  obvious|
points towards & remain-

ng gap .

;\ﬁ:ﬁnnnally, Pakistan
needs to urgently take
another  vifal reality
check.
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Sanjrani, Iranian FM
vow to boost bilateral
trade, cooperation

ISLAMABAD

Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani and Iranian

Foreign Minister Hossein
Al Abdollghian have
ssed their resolve to
nce bilateral trade
between the two brother-
Iy s.uumnn
Iranian  FM
Ahdollahmn called on
Chairman Senate at the
Parliament House on
Thursday
During the meeting,
both leaders reaffirmed fo
expand cooperation in the

fields of investment and
the borders administra-

Sanjrani stressed the
need for extending coop-
eration and stren, Il|erln|5
the partnership Detween
the two countries in all
the fields of mutual inter-
est

The Iranian FM landed
in Pakistan on
Wednesday on a two-day
wisit for discussing entire
gamut of bilateral nes and
the emerging regional sit-

with t I%mm ship
of Pakistan.

Iranian ~FM
-\bdolhhnn called on
Chairman Senate at the
Parliament House on
Thursday

ng the

uri meeting,
both leaders reaffin

and

hl, Imrd;.rs admmlslrw
tion

Sanjrani stressed the

need for extending coop-
eration and s[rent!"hemm.,
the partnership between
the two countries in all
the fields of muwal inter-
est. INP

China-Pakistan
Economy & Trade
B2B Forum held
in Shenzhen

ISI AMABAD:  The
101 Anniversary
(emnon for CPEC and
China-Pakistan Economy
& Trade B2B Forum was
held in Shenzhen, China,

wadar Pro report

Thursday.
At the forum, the
Pakistani representative

introduced in detail the
more than 50 agreements
signed by fwo povern-
ments since the construc-
tion  of C]

Pakistan Econa
Corridor was launched in
2013, which determined
the "1+4" cooperation
layout centered on the

PEC, with Gwadar Port,
energy, infrastructure and
industrial cooperation as
the four prionties.

In response to these
statements, all guests and
Palastani _representatives
canducted in-depth
exchanges on the compo-
sition  of akistan's
national resources, eco-
nomic situation, invesi-
ment policy, financial
system, security siluation
and other issues of com-
mon concern 1o both
sides

Subsequently,
guests from local
prises conducted targeted
project exchanges with

spesial
enter-

the Pakistani delegation,
whom conducted policy
interpretation,  market
analysis, project evalua-
tion and resource docking
for Chinese enterprises.
As for conference out-
come, Chinese represen-
tatives expressed hope to
normalize this forum, and

develop in China through
the establishment of Bay
Area headquarters base in
Shenzhen

This farum is hosted by
the C]nna-l’aklslan lmde
Invesim
Iechne\o:,) Cooper 'mou
Center, as well as under-
taken by China- le.\shu

combine the industrial United g:h \zh
:hara\,lerlstlcs of e Eccnom)

long Kong-
Macao Greater r;a\ Ares  which on wc

o cooperate cial
Economic Zm\e EE‘EZ*)
i Pakistan in an all-
round way to go overseas
as a whole in the form of
industrial belts and clus-
ters

At the same time,
invite outstanding
Pakistani enterprises to
visit China to establish a
two-way  cooperation
mechamsm, promoting
the export of Pakistani
\p&::lally oroducts and

rake the transfer of
mdumml capaci-

ty.
Accordingly,

the
Pakistan: _delegation
expressed willingness to
actively cooperate with
Shenzhen, hoping
encourage oulslaudmg
~nwrpnsLs

Pakistan, the Middle East
and the Gulf region to

strategic
sreement vulh

a
akistan
Elfendi Group to further
promote the close cooper-

ation between bilateral
enterprises in the future
At the invitation of the
Shenzhen Mumcjpnl
Government and
China-Pakistan Trade.
Investment and
Technology Cooperation

Center, guest including
Mr. Rana Ihsaan Afzal
Khan, Coordinator io
Prime  Minster  of

Pakistan on Commerce
and Industry, Muhammad
Asif  Noor, Chief
Executive Officer at Belt

d Road Consultants Pyt
Limited, Mr. Fu
Chaoyang, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of
China  Qcean  Group
Industry Co., Ms
Zhu Yanyan INP

s
BAGHDAD: Federal Minister for Interior Rana Sana Ullah Khan inau-
gurating Machine Readable Passport System at Pakistan Embassy.

Speakers term delay in
LG elections harmful
to democracy

LAHORE: Adviser to
Punjab Chief Minister
Kanwar Muhammad
Dilshad on Thursday sald
that delay in local g
emmem
harmful 1

elecnm\s u

Masood Tamanna,
Direct Center  for
Integrity

Ahma an,
Executive Director
Sangat  Zal h]d Islam,

government system a pm
of their manifesto.

said that the &.ar;,lakcr
government is running on
@ood governance an

on the same page with []we
Election

He wa; addressing the,
opening  ceremony  of
diploma in Local “Self-
Government for the sec-

ond  batch  Punjab
Um\ersm Department of
Political Science in col-
laboration with Sangat
l-oundatmn and South

Partnership
P1kmau

On this occasion, PU
VC  Prof Dr Khalid
Mahmoed,  Additional
Secretary Admin Local
Government and

ommuni
Developm
Department,
Maleeha Rashid, G
Moniloting Logal
Government  Mahmood

Political Nc-ence Dr Tram
Khalid, Deputy
Executive Director South
Asia Partnership Pakistan
Irfan Mufti, Executive
Director Wise Bushra
Khalig, Analyst Salman
Abid, represematives of
various NGOs, faculty
members and students
were present
Addressing the partici-
Kanwar 6 sha

an
Commission and courts
in Pakistan have always
supported it. He said that
in the upcoming elec-
tions, political ~parties
should make the local

Khalid Mahmood mn,
gratulated the first batch
who completed  their
diplomas and \wdwmul
the newly adm

dents. He said that l]HS
will

promoie
of local
government system and
public awareness,

Dr Tram said that we
don't feel that we are

citizens that's why
others don't care about it
She said that the contin
ity of lhT

iploma in
Government
ears and the
commencément of the
second batch after the
;om"\lehon aof the first

h Moha

in postal service and road networks,

for Communications and Postal Servi |ces, N ulana
r Al Kaabi, M
Transport and Telecommunication, The Kingdom of Bahrain, to discuss cooperation

ad Bin Tha

Pervez Elahi
alleged of
receiving
Rs20m for
awarding
contract

AHORE: Descendant of a con-
tractor has alleged former chief
ister Pervez Elahi of receiving
"U million rupees from his father
for awarding a contract.
According to details,
Mubammad Waqar. son of owner
of a contract company in his s
ment in the court of Senier Civil
Muhammad Afzal said that his
[a(hel comact Sohail A

ister of

Chinese sesame testing farm |7 i

ready for harvest in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: China  types of soils. However, it per-
Machinery Engineering  forms better in_ well- drained
Corporation (CMEC) estab-  soils and is usually produced in

lished a sesame testing farm upl:md plains.
near Lahore and is expec
thewr first sesame harvest mext
week. The trial yield will be
850-1000 kg per acre

The company has started cul-
tivation of 20 acres of sesame
for testing purposes and per-
formance. The testing farm start-
ed early this year will boost
innovative farming and agricul-
ural cwpelahon between the
WQ Countries.

Talking to Gwadar Pro, Dai  ing
Bao, Vice General Manager of  dishes,
CMEC Pakistan said we are test- IT testi
ing seeds and field management.
Hope 1o start sesame trading and
contract farming in future to
improve Pakistan sesame yield
and trading volume,

Sesame is adaptable to many

10 the cost of prod

orains,

years

China, said Dm

.| Chinese sesame testing farm
ready for harvest in Pakistan

Praduction costs per acre are
madest and almost Lolnpal;lble

beans.Fertilizer costs are prima-
nily for nitrogen, which can be
met through organic sources
Harvest costs are similar to other

Global demand for sesame
seeds has been rising over the
The crop is gaming
momentum as a health
. which is used in many

ing_goes well, in
future we will introduce modemn
technelogy to improve the yield
and will export more sesame to

The company has started cul-
tivation of 20 acres of sesame

ed early

innovative farniing and agricul-
wral cooperaiion between the

two countries
ucing soy-

ing seeds and

and
3

hanc-

forms better

soils and 1s usually produced in

the upland plains

sources. 1N

Talking 1o Gwadar Pro, Dai
Bao. Vice General Manager of
CMEC Pakistan said we are test-

Hope to start sesame trading and
coniract farming in future
improve Pakistan sesame yield
trading volume.

same s adallnalwe to, many
types of soils. However, it per-

per acre are modest and almosl

comparable to the cost of

ducing soybeans Fertilizer mqs

are primanily for nitrogen, which

can be met through organic
i

said that Sohail Asghar
asked father to arange 20 million

rupees and afler arranging the
desired amount, the said person
organized meeting with Pervez

for testing purposes and per- | Elahi
formance. The testing farm start- Muhammad Wagar said that his
this year will boost | father Rs20 million to former chief

minister in presence of ex secre-
tary Muhammad Khan Bhatt

He said l]\al after recei
amout, 2 Elahi directed \I\e
Highway uﬂluals to award con-
tract of road construction to his
father INP

ield management

Legal migration
opportunities to
EU discussed in
steering
committee

ISLAMABAD: The inaugural
meeting  of PM teering
Committee on Legal Migration
Opportunities to European Union
countries held here on Thursday
was co-chaired by Minister for
Overseas Pakistan and Human
Resources Development Sajid Turi
and Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar,

in_well- drained

Production costs

1SLAMABAD China  contract farming in future to  dishes el dasiaas no EM. Teflg
Machinery Engineering  improve Pakistan sesame vield If testing_goes well, in the NAVTTC, O\rnria; Employment
Eo;p?rn(lnn (CMEC) estab-  an |md|||&\u\:una ' ﬁuure‘we will mlmduce}:nnden Corporation, Overseas Pakistanis
ished a sesame testing farm esame 15 adaptable to many  technology to improve the vield Foundation, Pakistan Software

near Lahore and is expecting
their first sesame harvest next
week. The trial yield will be
850-1000 kg per acre
The company has started cul-
tivation nr 20 acres of sesame
for testi urposes and per-
formance. The testing farm
started early this year will boost
innovative farming and agricul-
tural cooperation “between the
W0 countries.
Talking to Gwadar Pro, Dai
General Manager of
id we are est-
ing seeds and field management
Hope to start sesame trading and

types of soils,

upland plair
Pmduclmn COSLs

Erains,

years. The crop

lowever, it per-
forms better in_well- drained
soils and i s uaudHy produced

per acre are
modest and almost comparable
to the cost of producing soy-
beans.Ferilizer costs are prima-
nly for nitrogen, which can be
met through organic sources.
Harvest costs are similar to other

Global demand for sesame
seeds has been nsing over the

momentum as a health- enhanc-
ing food, which is used in many

Speakers term delay in
LG elections harmful to
democracy

LAHORE: Adviser to Punjab Chief Minister Kanwar
Muhammad Dilshad on Thursday said that delay in
loc: vernment elections is harmful to democracy

He'was addressing the opening ceremeny of diploma
in Local Sel-Government for the second batch Punjab
Univer Department of Palitical Science in cnlh{m
ration Sangat Foundation and South Asia
Partnership Pakistan.

this occasion, PU VC Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood,

Additional Secretary Admin Local Government and
Community Development Department, Punjab
Maleeha Rashid, DG Monitoring Local Government
Mahmood Masood Tamanna, Director Center for
lity and M“ arity Shabbir Ahmad Khan, Executive

Director San Zaliid Islam, Chairperson Department
Political Sumu. Dr Iram Khalid, Deput wecutive
Director South Asia Partnership Faklbldn%ﬂdn Mufti,
Executive Director Wise Bushra Khalig, Analyst
Salman Abid. representatives of various NGOs, faculty
members and students were present.

Addressing the participants, Kanwar Dilshad said
that the system of local governments is very old and the
Election Commission and courts in Pakistan have
always supported it INP

Maryam inquires after
health of teenage maid
Rizwana at LGH

LAHORE: Senior Vice President Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Maryam Nawaz
on Thursday isited Lahort General Hospital (LGH)
to inquire after health of the l4-year-old maid,
Rizwana, who was subjected to severe torture
Maryam of teenage maid's health con-
uperintendent Khalid bin
"Rizwana's health is now out of dan-

-'\slam said
ser

Last week, Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami (J1) Sirajul
Hag vowed to play hn rele in providing justice to
teenage maid Rizwa

Siraj ingquired wﬂeu the health of the maid at the
General Hospital He said that what happened to
Rizwana was shameful for the entire nation

"This sad act has happened in the house of the
judge who used to teach people the law. Thwémlbu
Job was to provide justice to the people. But the
atmosphere in his house was shameful, lu. rued

Such an incident has not happened for the first

time. Such a shameful incident also happened in

Rawalpindi," Siraj said
Assuring justice to the victim's parents, Siraj said
he will fully cooperate with Rizwana. TN

SC asked to take suo
Official Secrets Act

ISLAMABAD
Senior  lawyer and
PPP leader Aitzaz
Ahsan has requested
the Supreme Court to
take suo motu notice
of the amendments to
the Official Secrets
Act

The veteran politi-
cian made this appeal
during the hearing of
multiple petitions
against the trial of
civilians n military
courts

A six-member
bench headed by CIP
Umar Ata Bandial and

Justice

comprising
Justice

Tjazul Ahsan,
\hmlb ‘Akhtar, Justice
Yahya Afridi, Justice
Sayved Mazahar Ali
Akbar Nagvi and
Justice Ayesha A
Malik, resumed hear-
ing the petitions.

During the hearing,
Ailzaz l&hsan said a
new law has been
passed giving unlim-
ited powers to spy
agencies.

He told the
that acrordm%
bill, the inte \\5ence
agencies can raid

mnr[

someone’s house
without a warrant,
adding the authority
to search homes wi
out a warrant has
been given through
legislation
The

said a
chief justice alone
cannot take suo matu
notice as per a_deci-
sion of the larger
bench

He added that the
bill is still under dis-
cussion in parhament
and the court was not
much aware of it.

“Is it a law or just a

motu notice of
amendments

bill so far?” the CIP

X J adding that right now
asked. At this, Aitzaz

the status of the six

Ahsan responded that
it was a bill that has
heen passed by the
National Assembly

Tust one forum has
assed the bill, now
et’s see what the
other forum decides.
the CIP remarked

Fortunately, the bill
is still being debated
in one House of par-
hament

The PPP leader said
there is a martial law-
like situation in the
country right now,

judaes on the bench is
that of a full court
Justice khtar
remarked that the trial
of civilians in mili-
tary court is akin to a
parallel justice sys-
tem Justice Afridi
asked  what  the
\a\\,\er 5 Dplﬂlnll was
of articles 175 and
175(3).Attorney
Genera | for Pakistan
Mansoor Usman
Awan said a court ma
rtial did not fall under
Article 175.INP

for testing
formance.

wo
Gwadar Pro,
General

is gaining

D: Prime

and will warl more sesame to
China, said Dai
n The company has started cul-
tivation of 20 acres of sesame
Jru[po«e\ and rpm
he testing farm
started early this year will boost
innovative Tarming and agricul-
tural cooperats
countries. Talking  to

Manager of CMEC
Pakistan said we are testing
seeds and field management
Hope to start sesame trading and
contract farming 1 future to
improve Pakistan INP

Minister Digital Youth Hub.

h\pnn Iinmd Higher hducalmn
Col n, Federal
I||v¢ﬂl ation  Agency, TEVTA
(Punlab) and NUML attended the
meefing

The meeting reviewed progress
and discussed opportunities as
well as challenges The steering
commitiee stressed the need for
better coordination on skills devel-
opment and certification, language
proﬂ:lenc\. and importance of reg-

ion_between the

Dai Bao, Vice

o participants also under-
scored the importance for curbing
illegal migration INP

Shehb

Sharif

Prime

China-Pakistan
Economy & Trade B2B
Forum held in Shenzhen

IQL.\MJ\B’\D The
Anniversary
(‘e[emm\ mr (Pt( and
China-Pa on
& Trade n‘n roru W
held in Shenzhen, China,
wadar Pro reported on
Thursday.

At the forum, the
Pakistani representative
introduced in detail the
more than 50 agreements
s wa govern-
mem; since the cons uc-
tion of the
Pakistan
Corridor was launched in
2013, which determined
the "1+4" cooperation
layout centered on the

EC, with Gwadar Port,
energy, infrastructure and
industrial coop on as
the four priorities

In response to these
statements, all guests and
Pakistani representatives
conducted in-depth
exchanges on the compo-
sition Pakistan's
national resources, eco-

S
28

syster v
and other issues of com-
concern to both

Subsequently, special
guests from local enter-
|““t; conducted targeted
project cm:hans.e

ani
whom conducted pu]\u
interpretation,  market
analysis, project evalu
tion and resource docki
for Chinese enterprises

As for conference out-
come, Chinese represen-
tatives expressed hope to
normalize this forum, and
combine _the

indystrial

characteristics of  the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area

to cooperate with Special
Economic Zone {(SEZs)
in Pakistan in an all-
round way 10 2o overseas
as a whole in the form of

mechanism, promoting
the eupon of Pakistani
special u products and
u the transfer of
China's mdmlm\ capa

t'; -\Lwrdmgly the
akistani INP

industrial belts and clus-

the same time,

A
n

oul
akistani enterpri
visit China to establish a
two-way  cooperation
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President for enhancing ties with UK, South
Korea, Malawi

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday said that Pakistan wanted to enhance its relations with the
United Kingdom (UK), the Republic of Korea, and Malawi in the fields of trade, economy, and culture
he president made these remarks while talking to the High Commissioner-designates of the United Kingdom
and Malawi, and the Ambassador-designate of the Republic of Korea to Pakistan .
The envoys presented their diplomatic credentials o the president and separately called on him, at Aiwan-e-

Friday,August,04,2023

He highlighted that both governments were committed to establishing and maintaining a more robust and long-
term relationship.

He also that the world needed to prevent and discourage the incidents of the Islamophobia in the world
Speaking to Park Ki Jun, the ambassador of the Republic of Rorea, the president saidl that Pakistan highly val—
ued its muﬁidimehsimal relationship with Korea, encompassing political, economic, scientific, culwral, and peo-
ple-to-people linkages. E; i

e mentioned that Pakistan and Korea had tremendous potential to increase bilateral trade to further strength-
en economic relations

He said that Pakistan was open for business and investment, and would welcome Korean investment in all sec-
tors of its economy The president informed that Pakistan offered some of the most exotic mountaineering and rel
mutual benefit of the two sides, gious Buddhist sites, and would welcome Korean tourists to visit and explore these sites Talking to Younos Abdul

He also lauded the contributions of the Pakistani diaspora in the UK towards its socio-economic development, Rnn\n. the high commissioner of Malawi to Pakistan, the president expressed Pakistan’s deep appreciation for its
President Alvi underscored the need for strengthening cultural ties and people-to-people contacts historical and brotherly ties with Malawi, which were marked by shared interests, values, and goals INP

SC adjourns cases
pertaining army courts
for indefinite time

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) on
Thursday adjourned the hearing for indefinite time in
petitions against the irials of alléged rioters of May 9.
in army courts.

The court said that the order pertaining {a.o»ision
of basic facilities to civilians accused will remain
intact, 3 can 1

A six-member larger bench of the top court headed  do this. He questioned that if it is not a court
by Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial and comprising  lished under Article 175, then what is it? The chief
Justice ljaz ul Ahsan, Justice Munib Akhter,

Sadr.
Talking to Jane Marriot, the UK’s High Commssioner to Pakistan, the president said that Pakistan attached
utmost significance to its longstanding ties with the UK, which were grounded in historic connections and endur-
ng people-to-people linkages. . R
e remarked that both countries needed to further expand and promote economic and trade relations for the

He noted that if thei) al
the provisions of the Official
apply to the arrested persons. .

he attorney peneral said that the court martial is
not a court established under Article 175 of the con-
stitution, Justice Munib Akhtar said that the state
t ic human rights even i ants to

recedents are seen,
Secrets Act do not

g = - = . L
BAD: The 67th meeting of the National Logistics Board (NLB)
man NLB, the honourable Federal Minister for Planning, Development
(PDSI), Prof. Ahsan Igbal, the meeting was attended by other members of the
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Govt to extend
full cooperation
to make Asia
Cricket Cup 2023
successful: Dar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Finance Ishaq Dar has said that the
government will extend its full coop-
eration to make the Asia Cricket Cup
2023 event successful
. This was stated by him while talk-
ingtoa delaémmu of Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) headed by Chairman
Muhammad Zaka Ashraf Which called
on him in Islamabad on Thurs

Ishaq Dar reilerated government's
support and_ cooperation fo encourage
sports activities all over the country
especially Crickel which is becoming
more popular among youth

Chairman PCB Muhammad Zaka
Asharf apprised the Finance Minister
of matters related to PCB and hosting
of Men's ODI Asia Cup-2023, joindy
by Pakistan and Sr Lanka, this
month INP

10 BTAP first phase
extended till July
2024, 700mn saplings
planted in KP:
Official

PESHAWAR: The first phase of the
10 billion_trees afforestation project
(1OBTAP 2019-23) has been extended
up 1o July 2024 by the government in
order to achieve the set plantation tar-
get of 10 billion saplings in the coun-

try

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, Deputy
Praject Director, 10 BTAP KP* Forest
Department, while confirmed the
extension of the mega project started
in all E;{mince!. Azad Kashmir_and
Gilgit Baltistan in September 2018
after the suecessful completion of its
first phase (2013-19) with the aim to
counterbalance the effects of climate
change and global warminy

He said that approximately 700 mil-
lion saplings against the set plantation
target of 10 billion were planted dur-
he last four years under the 10 bil-
trees alforestation project in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, He said that the
remaining 300 miflion saplings would
be planted in the extended year with
the help of forest enclosures, farms
forestry and the general public

Ibrahim Khan said the total finan-
cial share of KPin 1 P
billion out of which Rs!
released including six billion each
under the Public Sector Development

ram of the Federal Government

and the Annual Development Program
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government

He said its overall objective was to
revive forest and wildlife resources
and improve the overall conservation
of existing protected areas besides
ENCOUTAZING ECO-LOUNSM, communily
engagement and job creation in
Pakistan.

KP CM chairs

meeting to take

detail review of
census 2023

PESHAWAR: An important meet-
ing was held here with caretaker Chief
Minister Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammed Azam Khan in the chair
to lake a detailed review of the

Pakhtunkhwa.
Advisor to Chief Minister for
Finance Himayatullah Khan,

Additional Chief Secretary Zubair
‘Asghar Qureshi, Principal Secretary to

hief Minister Amjad Ali Khan,
Administrative Secretaries of the con-

cerne artments,  Provincial
Census  Commissioner,  Director
Burcau  of  Statis hyber

ti K|
Pakhtunkhwa and other relevant offi-
cials attended the meeting o
The participants were briefed in
detail about the mechanism and
methadology adapted for the Census,
2023 and other related matters.
Tt was told that for the first time in
the history of Pakistan, modern tech-

nology was used in th, nsus. It was
further informed that the entire
Khyber Pakhtunkbwa was divided

into more_than 28000 blocks for_the
purpose of census adding that the final
stanistics of the census would be pre-
sented in the Council of Common
Tnterest (CCT) for approval INP

= \

“_‘n.s held on Thursday.

Women’s participation in
political, electoral process signify
gender equality: Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Law and Justice
Senator Azam Nazir Tarar on
Thursday said that women's full
and equal participation in polincal
and electoral processes signify
their _empowerment and pender
equality

While addressing the National
Dialogue on Women Inclusive
Electoral Processes, he smd that
when women participate in elec-
tions ~ as voters, candidates, elec-
toral admimistrators, or party sup-
porters, political prosesses are
more inclusive and democracy is
strengthened.

Azam Nazir Tarar added that
women’s full participation in
Eollllca] and electoral processes
as been enumerated in interna-
tonal instrumenmts such as the
International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights [ICCPR] and
the Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination
against Women {CEDAW), both
of which have been ratified by
Pakistan_ Under Elections Act polling day
2017, The Commission polling, prépare |

Meeting held with KP CM
in chair to take detail
review of census 2023

declare the election void if the
turnout of women voters is less
than ten percent of the total votes
polled m a constituenc:

He said the Commission may
conduct public awareness pro-
grammes and media campaigns
regarding the imporiaae of g
mum voler enrolment and partici-
pation in_elections, especially by
women, There shall be seats in the
National Assembly allocated 1o
each Province, Islamabad Capital

rtory, and the Federally
istered Tribal Areas and
seats reserved for women and
non-Muslims, as specified in
Article 51 of the Constitution

The law minmister said that the

oM ssion sl anwally pub-

ated data of regis
ter d women voters in
each National Assembly and
Provincial Assembly constituency
highlighting the difference in
number of registered men_and
women voters. The Presiding
Officer may, at any stage on the

uring or after the

may

PESHAWAR

Khyber in the history of Pakistan, modern
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker (}hlcf

1kh lochnolup was used in the
Minister Muhammed Azam Khan Census Ii was further informed
chaired an important meeting here  that  the  entire Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa was divided ‘into
more than 28000 blocks for the
Fulpn:e of census adding that the
inal statistics of the census would
be presented i the Council of
Common  Interest  (CCI)  fe

apana]. . 5
t was decided in the meeting
form a committee headed by thi
Home Secretary with the purpose
to, examine and check the results
of the census with ground realities.

The committee will submit its

on Thursday to take a detailed
review of the Census. 2023 to the
extent of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Thase who atiended the meeting
included  Advisor to  Chiel’
Minister for Finance Himayatullah
Khan, Additional Chief Secretary
Zubair Asghar Qureshi, Principal
Secretary to Chief Mi
Ali han, Administranive
Secretaries of the concerned
departments, Provincial Census
Commissioner, Director Bureau of

Yahya Afridi, Justice Mazahar Ali Akber Nagvi and

Justice Ayesha Malik heare

At the outset of the he
Aitzaz Ahsan to take notes
Bill, the cl

take suo-moto notice solel

Justice Muneeb Akhtar remarked that the

of constitutional fundamer
the mercy of the legislaro
happened on May 9.

Attorney General of

ecrets Act. Justice Muni
per the F B Ali case, there

the accused had been charged under the Army Act.

Pakistan
fulfills
important
condition of
FATF, IMF

ISLAMABAD:  The
government of Pakistan
on Thursday fulfilled an
important  condition of
International  Monetary
Fund (IMF) and Financial

Action  Task  Force
(FATF)
As per details, the

National  Assembly
ﬁassed the National Anti-
Money Laundering and
Counter Financing of
Terrorism Authority Bill
2023, It was moved by
Minister ol State for
Foreign Affairs  Hina
Rabbani Khar.

The Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs said
this legislation s of
immense importance and
if enforced and properly
implemented, it will make
sure that Pakistan does
not see the FATF's grey
list again.

Other bills that were
passed by the house today
included The Protection
of Journalists and Media
Professionals
{Amendment) Bill, 2023,
The Press, Newspapers,
&

News  Agencies 1
Books Registratio
(Amendment) Bill. 2023

tan Civil Av
2023, the National
Logistics _ Corporation
Bill, 2023, The Gun and
Country Club Bill, 2023,
Pakistan ~ Air  Safety

Statistics Khyber Pakhunkhwa
and other relevant official

The participants were briefed in
detail about the mechanism and
methodology adopted for the
Census, 2023 and other related
matters.

It was told that for the first time

PML-N talent promotion
policy to propel
youth-driven economic
growth: Awais Leghari

DERA GHAZI KHAN: Former
Federal minister and PML-N
Punjab general secretary Sardar
Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari said
on Wednesday that youth was the
real engine of growth and PML-N
was pursuing a talent-gncouraging

al
in this regard. It was
urther decided that in case of any
reservation regarding the final sta-
tistics of the census, the provincial
government will take up the marter
m the Council of Common
Interests INP

eration should play an active role

the national development
process but added that they can do
it _better when they are properly
educated and trained  Societies
alway: i
10 pro

policy o hamess their enormos  said. Leghar said it Prime
potential to propel economic  Minister Shahbaz Shanf was dis-
developme tnbuting 100000 laptop comput-

He was speaking at a ceremany
for the distnbution of laptop com-
uters among talented students at
hazi University here, Securing
the future of the younger genera

ers among talented students on
merit under his education-friendly

licies

Tt will help them move forward,
He said that positve politics
uon was the top most prioaty of  should prevail in the country and
the wovernment Leghari said added that his father, late former
adding that youth were the real resident Sardar Farooq Ahmad
asset of the counmry. Bringing Y\'han Leghari rendered numerous
transparency and merit in projects  sacrifices for the cause of demac-
was the haflmark of the N{L-N racy and decency in politics
govermnment. is father also suffered jail
rdar Awais said, younger gen-  hardships, he added. INP

S

AMABAD: Pakistan Prime M

h was i auénrated today.

ISL.
Barakahu bypass wi

e

ation Bill, 2023
and Institute of Gujarat
Bill, 2023. Later, the
House was adjourned to
meet again_tomorrow at
eleven am INP

Maryam inquires
after health of
teenage maid

Rizwana at LGH

LAHORE: Senior Vice
President Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Maryam Nawaz
on  Thursday  visited
Lahore General Hospital
(LGH) to inquire after
health of the |4-year-old
maid, Rizwana, who was
subjected to severe tor-

ure
Apprising Maryam of
teenage maid's  health
condition, Medical
Superintendent LGH Dr
Khalid bin Aslam said
"Rizwana's health is now
out of danger” Last week,
Ameer lamaat-e-lslami
1) Sirajul Haq vowed to
play his role in providing
uslice o tegnage mai
1zwana Sira)  inquired
after the health of the
maid at the General
Hospital. He said that
what pened  to
Rizwana was shameful
for the entire nation INP
5 ——er

nister Shehbaz Sharif recived briefing regarding

£ justice remarked that {
sion of the larger bench that the chief justice cannot

Very serious.

) Pakistan Mansoor Usman
Awan adopted the stance that that the arrested
have been charged under Section 2-D1 of the Official

d the case.
earing, on the request of

on the Official Secrets Act
re was a deci-

laws exist

ustice Iuslice remarked that the 21st Amendment had clear-

y stated this law is for those who fight against the
army, It is not understood that why was there a need
to bring the 21st Amendment as there were already

Addressing the AGP, the chief justice remarked
that according to you the crimes of civihans are

¥ already mentioned in the Artiy

rovision
ntal its cannot be left at  defendi
rs. The CIP said that what  cation. T

cople

b Akhtar remarked that as
would be a court martial if

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Planning, Development & Special
Initiatives (PDSI). Prof. Ahsan  lqbal
chaired the 67th meeting of the National
Logistics Board (NLB) held here on
Thiirsday. The meeting was attended by
other members of the apex logistics
body, Lieutenant General Muhammad
Ali, Quartermaster General Pakistan
Army [ Officer In-Charge {OIC) NLC,
and ‘Major General Farrukh Shahzad

o, Director General NLC, apprised
the participants on the operational,
administrative and financial matters of
the organization. The Board w:
apprised of NLC's regional connectivity
initiatives nder ransport
Internationaux Routiers (TIR), and the
bilateral transit trade agreements with
China, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and

The CJP said that we appreciate that you are
s case without any legislation or notifi-
he chief justice asked the attorney general to
clarify at the nexi hearing how a parallel judicial sy:
tem can be established He remarked that the rig
apgeal is possible only through the legislation
“hief Justice Umar Ata Bandial said that he didn't
now why Pacliament is 1o & hurty
legislation. The court adjourned the
case for an indefinite period. INP

Performance of NLC,
contributions towards
nation-building laudable: Ahsan

v s-
hi of

the matter of
caring of the

Turkey. The Board was informed that
NLC has so far completed 14 trips 1o
these countries in past one yvear while
preparations are being made to under-
take 2 more trips 10 Kazakhstan &
Kyreyzstan through China_Farlier this
wear, 21 trucks of NLC delivered relief
meh donated by the Government of
Pakistan for the Turkish earthquake vie-
tims by road It was the first ever road
transportation of relief goods to any
regional country by Pakistan. Prol

Afisan Igbal lauded the performance of

NLC and praised the organisation’s con-
tributions towards nation-building activ-
ities, He assured that PD&SI will play
its role in resolving matters pertaining 10
issuance of 1 & E forms by commercial
banks to exporters and impor
shipment through Iran.INP

rters for

LAMABAD: British High Com|
OBE, called on Federal Minister for
Ishaq Dar at Finance 1 .

KARACHI: Federal Minister for
Information Technology Syed Amm-ul-
Haq on Thursday expressed his resolve
and determanation 1o take Pakistan (o the
forefront of the digital world with a
futuristc vi

on
mster, while addressing the
oraduation ceremony of Sth and 9th
Coharts of National Incubation Centre
Karachi (NICK) at NED University of
Engineermg and Technology, s:
multifaceted efforts were required by all
the stakeholders for matenalizing the
Vision 2025,

The federal minister said that dedicat-
ed efforts by the Ministry resulted in the
sums of Pakistan's IT exports 1o 3. 2.6
billfon while we were fully determined
to enhance the figure to $15 billion in
the comi 3

Following _ vision of Digital
Pakistan, the IT Ministry has taken mul-
tiple steps for the promotion of the sec-
tor which resulted in the expansion of
internet  connectivity, broadband and

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
Javed Lauf on Thursday categorically
said that the Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N} is against any post-
of electi because it

elieves fhat for achieving a fresh man-
date on timely elections is also essential
for national unity,

Talking to media, he asserted that his
party firmly opposes any delay in the
upcoming general elections, believing
that the elections will undoubtedly ben-
efit the country. While some people
claim democracy has weakened 'in the

ast 15 months, he countered that the
akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) govern-
nt had a deliberate agenda to under-
mine the democracy

Javed Latif' highlighted PML-N’s
commitment to the cotntry by m:lkm%
bold decisions 1o safeguard the state and
preserve democracy. He emphasized
that the people place their hopes in for-
mer Prime Minister Nawaz Shanf as the
only leader capable of leading the coun-
try towards prosperity and progress

issioner to PakistanJane Ma;
inance and Revenue Senator

-
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Govt to take Pakistan to
forefront of digital world:
Amin ul Haq

cellular coverage in the country, he said
adding that, nowadays, the number of
maohile phone subscribers in the country
had reached at 195 million against the
earlier figure of 160 million in FY 2018-

 Referring to smart phone manufactur-
ing in Pakistan, Amin ul Haq said that
22 million smart phones had been man-
ufactured in the country that had ensured
the availability of smart phone at a lower
“For the first time, smart phone
was exported from the country as well”,
he revealed
he IT sector has attracted for
direct inw ent of § 7.1 billion while
the sector has contributed as taxes of
Rs.11.20 billion to national Kitty, he
added.

The mimister said that the Mimstry's
Universal Service Fund was working to
improve broadband services for provid-
ing digital services to the population liv-
ing in remote under serve areas of all the
four provinces I

PML-N stands strong on timely
elections for fresh mandate,
national unity: Javed Latif

He said Nawaz Sharif was ousted
from power by international adversaries.
working alongside local gollaborators
due to his endeavors in fortifying
Pakistan's defense and launching the
ame-changing

Pakist:

M 4
ed through the involvement of interna-
tional forces and their local agents.
‘According to his remark ;
PML-N took on the responsibility of
steering the country in the lirec-
tion. He expressed strong confidence,
asserting that no external influence
could prevent Nawaz Shanf  from
becoming the country’s prime minister
for the fourth time, following & resound-
ing victory in the 2023 elections, sup-
ported ovérwhelmingly by the people
Javed Latif said the conspiracy behind
the May 9 and 10 mutiny was orchestrat-
ed by PT1 in alliance with hostile int
national forces that oppose the progress
and prosperity of the country I




