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2 Levies personnel
martyred in Rara Sham
Musakhail district

Pakistan to
dismantle terrorist
network, protect its

citizens ‘at all
costs’: COAS

ABC Certified

Services tribunal asks

Balochistan Govt to appoint
administrator within 15 days

Mlssmg 6 million population
in Balochistan census 2023
report sparks outcry

Syed Ali Shah

UETTA: The missing six
million  population in~ the
Balochistan census report 2023

report sparked an outcry in the
province. The political partics,
civil society and intelligentia
demanded u? the federal govern-
ment and the census commis-
sionarate to include the missing
(v(r(?*u!nlmn in the census report

“This is an injustice with peo-
ple of Balochistan™, Muhammad
Aslam Bhootani, a Member
National %stmbl) (MNA) said

e sail the = people  of
Balochistan ~ were already
their rights and now
s six million popula-
tion would further deprive them
of development and services.

Pakistan’s
population was
more than 241

million in the
census of 2023

As per the Pakistan census
2023 report, the total population
of Pakistan has reac ﬁ 241.4
million 99 thousand 431 while
lha population growth rate is
2.55 percent. Balochistan's pop-
ulation has been shown as mere
than 14 48 million with a growth
rate of 3.20. The provincial cen-
sus commissioner had reported
Balochistan :pupula(lun as more
than 2

“This rej rl shonld be revisit-
ed and Balochistan's population
should be properly included”,
the Balochistan National J’:m\,

(BNP) said in a statement and
urged Islamabad not to miss the
provinge’s genuine population

Political
leaders demand
the inclusion of

the missing
population

nost all political parties

Hive, expressel, @ concemed
voice over the recent census
report and called for a fair deal
with Balochistan and

Under a
Ih\.

Pash(oonkhwa

Party (PKMAP) leader and for-

mer Senator Rauf

The political parties have also

announced to challenge the
t 2023

entire country

" eaple.
re-planned conspiracy,
T‘as toon upu!auun hﬁs

ase t
\1|II| Awami  Baloc!

Lala said

e cen-
in the court of
hardly makes
Bopu\atlun of th
uring the census

RAWALPINDI. Chief
of Army Staff (COAS)
Asim Munir_on Monday
vowed that Pakistan will
spare no effort to disman-
tle terrorist networks and
protect its citizens “at all
costs”, said Inter-Services
Public Relations ilil‘l(]

ceording to military’s
media w the army
chief remarked this dur-
ing his meeting with trb-
al elders from newly
merged  districts  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as
well as notables from all
walks of life

The “interactive ses-
sion” was held d the
chief of army staft’s

AS) wisit to
eshawar COAS Munir
also laid floral wreath at
Yaadgar-e-Shuhada  at
Fart Bala Hisar
tHeadqunr[en }-mnuer

detrimental to “r
ce, stability and devia-
m the Doha Peace

tion f
Agreement by the interim

over sanctuaries availal
to banrwd uulﬁla and lib-

2023, the political parties reli-
ious or nationalist or the main-
stream politcal

sure every
in Baku.lmlan

resources’
Buledi, the Central Secretary
General of the National Party
P) said. The party has also
opposed a n-
sus report 2023
conspiracy
Balochs.

|a| ue‘ made

Muhammad f§ for
should

Jan

rejected the
and termed it a
against the

Pal.rmukhwn - \m Ll\j &
offered Fatiha

uring_the interactive
session. COAS paid rich

ing “shoulder 10

h the
ty forces in defeating
menace of terrorisn ful
He pointed out that the
involvement of Afwhan
nationals in terrorist inci-
dents in Pakistan was

hyber

tooth and nasl eflorts rake tribute to the supreme
«nmual is Lourlled sacrifices of brave and
resilient  tribals = of
We demand a fair share of JJ Pakistan and n||71wecmmd id,
istan in the national f§th domitable resolve gy

Pakistan is successfu

iri- countering terrorism 1o
enable a siable and peace-
environment  for
s0CiogConomic <Ic\el(»])
ment in the area’
remarked Meanwhile, Iht
tribal elders assured that

jonal Tehreek-e- Ta]lban
Pakistan (TTP) and its
\denloﬂE. will never be
acceptable to any tribe
and they will confinue to
stand with the state dur-
ing the thick and thin
Munir empha-
sised the potential of
Newly Merged Districts

Pakistan will spare no
effort to dismantle teror-
and protect

at all costs

wth
the uml\rEl\a of
Investment

(SIFC).He also expressed
his views that “KPK
rovince is blessed with
hwge reserves of Mines &
Minerals, also beautiful
areas for_tourism which
will certainly chanrs,e the
o

COAS  destiny of the area

ﬁlﬂd of the peaple.
esk

Services tribunal asks
Balochistan Govt to appoint
administrator within 15 days

Ma Mandokhail
QUETTA; The Balochistan
Services Tribunal on Monday

directed the provincial government
to appoint the Administrator Quetta
within the next 15 days. This judg-
ment was passed by the Chairman
of the Tribunal, Mr. Naseebullah
een
Senior lawyer, Munir Ahmed
Kakar appeared before the court on
behalf o he Adminstrator Quetta,
Abdul  Jabbar Baloch, The
Balochistan Bl;on.rnmem frans-
h.rmd Jabbar Baloch from the past
Administrator Quetta
\lenopntl(an Corporation 1o the
osition of the Additional Secre
“hief Minister ’secre'taua[ earliér

/

government had
aved Mengal as
tiator ol (guslla

this year he
appointed Tari
7 Admini it

the
Metropolitan Corporation

Mr. Baloch
challenged the
notification of the
provincial
government

rman of the Services
Tribunal, Mr. Nasecbullah Tarcen
also ordered to set aside the notifi-
cations issued by the Emwnual
overnment on 23-5-21 2
5-23_ The government h lre

appom(ed r. Tariq Javed Mengal
as the Deputy Commissioner
Pishin. The court observed thal the
later was not contesting the case

2 Levies personnel martyred in
Rara Sham Musakhail district

Abdul Rehman Musakhail

MUSAKHAIL: At least two
levies personnel were manyred and
ane suffered injuries when mhhem
nnenad fire at the levies party i

alochistan’s Musakhail district on
Munday Levies sources said the

red levies men conducted a
raul i the Rara Sham area of the
district. The robbers who were hid-
ing in the nearby mountains opered
fire on the levies, which lef
levies personnel dead on the spm
and one injured. The martyred
L:vles personnel were identified as

Zaman _ Khan  Shamarzai and
Khaliq Zaman Shah of Rara Sham

Levies Officer
Taugeer Shah wounded

in the attack
However, the levies Jumadar

Tauqeer Shah was seriously m]ured
in the attack. The dead bodies
il S i e e o
the Rara Sham hospital where a
large number of people reached
The attackers escaped unhurt from
the spot The levies rushed the
imjured levies Jumadar to the Dera
azi Khan Punjab for medical

treatment. Deputy Commissioner

sakhai o
serious notice of the ident and
directed the levies force 1o appre-
hend the culprits behind the attack
Panic prevailed in the area as the
two levies men were martyred in
broad darllghl No arrest was made
till the filing of this report

Berlin Buddy Bear in Quetta, German CG
inaugurates friendship square

Syed Ali Sh

QUETTA: Berlin Buddy Bears
have become a landmark in many
countries. They are ambassadors of
a cosmopolitan Germany._Buddy
Bear's features express the friendly
ties between Germany and the host
nation, uniting Berlin’s cheerful-
ness, diver and creativity. They
can be Iumm snm|m5 at designated
public spots all over the world with
Uu[sl.r\li.hul arms!

rman_ Consulate General
in Kara:ln 15 celebrating the cultur-
al connections between Quetta,
Pakistan and Germany. The Buddy
Bears are symboly of peace and tol-
erance, serve as the canvas for cre-
ative expression of street art, The
German Consulate General along
with the Honorary Consul o

Germany Quetta hired a local artist
from Quetta, Mr uhammad

wan, a wraduate from the
University of BUITEMS Fine Arts,
to paint the Buddy Bear.

GPO Chowk
Renamed “Berlin
Quetta Friendship

Square”

e,
The street previously called GPO
Chowk, Quetta has been renamed
as “Berlin Quetta Friendship
Square” The name-changing was
carmied out at the initiative of the
Consula[e cheral of the Fedeml
any in_Karacl
alnn-- uuh the Honorary Consul nr
Germany Quetta in collaboration

Mﬂmpo]uan Corporation
ta

man (”nmul (Jeneral in

iz along

a\dwmusha\or of

Metrapolitan Corporation Quetta,

Mr. Jabbar Baloch
Honorary Consul of Germany
Quetta, ‘Mir Muracl Baluch has
inaugurated the Berlin-Querta
Friendship Square to honor/mark
friendly relations between

and the

Germany and Pakistan

“The Buddy Bear is
a symbol of the city
of Berlin” Dr.
Rudiger Lotz

During the inauguration, the
German  Consul  General in
Karachi, Dr  Ridiger Lotz
remarked, “The buddy” bear is a
symbol of the city of Berlin. With
outstretched arms, it stands for

eace, friendship and cooperation
We are proud that the Buddy Bear
as of now also is a citizen of the
city of Quetta!” On the occasion,
the Honorary Consul of Germany
%et[a Mir ‘Murad Baluch stated,

e are happy 1o bring the ambas.

sador of Berlin to our city Quetta
The art of Buddy Bear nol only
refl the strong bilateral ti
'b(.twu.n Pakistan and German
also highlights the impacts of cli-
mate change. Last year Balochistan
torrential rains and flash floads
caused

significant loss of life and
property, Germany pro
eraus assistance for th
Balochistan, which is
lighted in the form of art
Administrator of Metropolitan
Corporation Quetta, Mr. Jabbar
Baloch said on the occasion
“The people of Balochistan
appreciate he generous support
of the people of Germany We are
glad that Germany has con-
tributed to the beauty of Quetta
city with this piece of art”

7 including union council chairman
killed in anjgur blast

on security forces and government-backed groups have taken place in the

From Our Correspondent
PANJ

At least seven people including a chairman of a unien coun-

cil were killed in a bomb explosion in Ih\ochn:an s Panjgur district on

Muonday night

t. Levies sources said a vehicle was targeted through a
remote-controlled blast in the Balgitar area at the dmnu cuhand Panjgur &
burdcr Ishag Balgitri, the UC chairma

n was among the

he victims were going in a vehicle for a wedding pam ‘when target-
ed”, Balochistan Home Minister, Mir Ziaullah Lagove confirmed. He said

miscreants the vehicle

through a remote-controlle;

bomb. A levies official

disclosed that the blast happened 140 kilometers away from Panjgur near

the Kech district’s border.

Panjgur and Kech districts share a
border with neighboring Iran

Panjgur and Kech also share borders with Iran. Dozens of deadly attacks

aren before The remaining six

ersons who died

were identified as

Ibrahim son of Badal, Nizam alias Badal son of Wajdad, Fida Hussain son

of Momin,
Muhammad Qasim

Sarfraz 'son of Bandu, Safar Khan son of

Haider and

Among them, Muhammad Qasim was a resident of the Prom area of
Panjgur while the rest were all residents of Baluatar According to the

Levies official, Yakub Bangumhtalhcr of Isha
in the same area in

companions were also kill

algutri, and 10 of his
ember 2014 The out-

lawed Baloch Liberation Front claimed responsibility for the attack.
Officials are fearing the involvement
of the same organization in the
recent incident as well

In another incident, Sufyan, a resident of Karachi, was shot dead at
Sangani Sar in Turbat, the \eadquane: of the Kech district
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Why equipment non

functional in Balochistan

hospitals ?

In Balochistan’s povernment-run hospitals, expensive equipment

can alw

order for the last two and half years.
This is nothing new in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. Now

atients and their attendants

xpensive machines including C
always be found out of order in BMCH and civil
headquarters hospitals, basic health units. and rural

re mentally pr
Scan, MRI, :mfﬂogrﬂphy etc can

X
ys be found non-functional. In the province’s largest gov-
ernment-run hospital, the Bolan Medical )
(BMCH), the angiography and angioplasty machines are out of

Complex Haspital

pared for this,

ospitals. District
ealth centers

paint a bleak picture when it comes to health facilities and services.
T

is daily’s report about out of order machines fell on deaf ears

This daily recenily reported a news item regarding the non-func-

tional angiography an

1 ind angioplasty machines
rovincial high-ups including the "Chief Secretary, Secretary of
{ealth, and other concerned offici it

The report rather fell on deaf cars n s
It is erystal clear that deserving and poor patients and their atten-

dants are the worst sufferers of
machines. The doctors and the para-medics are the beneficiaries of

this.

the

non-functional

Nevertheless, the

Is preferred not to take notice.

EXpensive

Patients the worst sufferers of out order machines
If the machines are out of order, the patients have no option other

than to conduct the tests and procedures in

clinics. Balochistan Health Minister, Syed
daily that there are reports that doctors and paramedics deliberately
make these expensive machines out of order. Senior doctors reject-
ed the minister’s claim and held the latter responsible for all the
mess in the health department

In this blame game between doctors and the minister, the common
man is the worst sufferer. The provincial gevernment in general and

the health department in particular shoul

tional since il is their core responsibility.

make the mac

é:rivale hospitals and

hsan Shah told this

ies fune-
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Ten years of CPEC

ith  the
completion
of 10 years
of the

. hina-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor {CPEC),
Pakistan has reached a

major milestone. The July
30visit of China’s deputy
prime minister coincided
with this event R

_ First, it must be high-
\uﬁhmd that CPEC is part
of a greater Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) that
started its journey in
2013. The primary objec-
tive of this projéct is to
promote some common
interests of both countries
with mutual consulta-
tions, has resulted in
the initiation of some
majer development proj-
ects that have contributed
to the development in this

region,
n the past 10 vears, the
progress on CPEC proj-
ects has shown mixed
trends, with some show-
ing rapid leaps and others
lagging behind for vari-
ous’ causes. Some tan
ble results are alre:
there for all o see
Since Pakistan has
been marred by a consis-
tent cconomic downturn,
CPEC and its projects
have assumed even more
significance lately. peo-
ple siill have great hopes
pinned 1o this corridor
CPEC has introduged a
new dimension to bilater-
al _relations which is
going to have an impact
on intemational  and
social issues too.

China and Pakistan
have often repeated the
hyperbole of their friend-
ship by terming it higher

than the Himalayas and

hulph_efﬂre CPEC there
was lirde s evidence
o substantiate  such
claims. Afier 10 years of
CPEC, the proof of this is
visible.

One of the yardsticks
to assess any bilateral
agreement or Frn)e_c( is
the question of how it has
benefitted common peo-

evaluate
American aid to Pakistan,
we see it was mostly
meant _for defence pur-
poses instead of welfare
and develapment proj-
ects. While' there were
some projects in the
health and education sec-
tors, their success ratio is
negligible as most_of
these projects have failed
to produce sustainable
outcomes

Russia once helped
Pakistan set up an enor-
mous steel mill which
was supposed to benefit
Pakistan's economy and
industry, but within 30
vears il came to a stand-
still

Given this background,
there is little doubt that
the people of Pakistan are

joying CPEC's fruits
though 1t is premature to
claim that in the coming
decades successive gov-
emments in Pakistan will
be able to maintain the

ace and production of
PEC projects across the
uniry

co

During the last PTI
government, we  wil-
essed a near paralysis on
this front with extremely
slug progress. The
situation tumed so bad
that many took it as a fail-
ure of the entire CPEC
i ut  things
improved significantly in
the past year
In an international con-
text, CPEC has brought
Pakistan closer to China
and farther from the US.

n the ’?ast ecade,
Pakistan has gradually
moved away from the

American sphere of influ-
ence, and tilted more
towards China. _ One
cause for this shift has
been a declining econom-
ic  performance  of
Pakistan, resulting from a
worsening enerzy crisis
the US refused o extend
any IJCI(}]: in this regard.
In 2013, after Nawaz
Sharif assumed office for
the third time as the
rime  minister _ of
‘akistan, Pakistan-China
relations entered a new
phase with rapid progress
on CPEC. This was not 1o
the liking of the US,
One of the most signil~
icant benefit of CPEC
was a reduction in the
acuteness of the energy
crisis in the country. Had
there been no investment
in the enerzy sector
thanks to CPEC, the situ-
ation in Pakistan would
have been worse. No
other country, including
the US and Russia, was
eager or willing to invest
in such a big way in

Pakistan’s energy sector.
Without CPEC, there

arts
ered

cl
and Pakistani ex)
have

reatly Pakistan would
have failed to export a
fraction of what it is

exporting now
According  to  esli-
the 35 billion thar
has invested n
Pakistan so far has con-
tributed a lot to maintain
the economy. Though
most of the work was
done under the Nawaz
Sharif government, we
must also keep in mind
that in the 19705 the late

C
mates,
CPE

Zulfikar Al hutto
plaga_i a significant role
in bri hina closer

to Pakistan

Later, the then presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari
(2008-2013)  promoted
bilateral relations by vis-
iting hina  multiple
times. The progress made
during the PEP govern-
ment definitely %\elped
Nawaz Shanf in this mat-
ter. Besides improving
energy supply, l"l;]b( has
also " tried 1o bring
Xinjiang in China closer
to Gwadar by impraving
overland communicati
through motorways,
way and ports.

From = Gwadar 1o
Kashgar, a near-2,500km
corridor has been partial-
Iy completed. Nearly 550
billion 1s required for the
erationaliza-
corridor

the extension
lernization of the

and m

ralway tracks, Under
CPEC, work on the
Gwadar Port has been
completed, but the port
will  remain  under
Chinese control for the
40 years Work on
mainline railway
from Karachi to
Peshawar
been
m;

should have
nitiated by now, but

ainly due to the incom-
petence of the PTI gov-
ernment the project is still
under observation and
study

The motorway from
Karachi to Lahore is
nearly  complete,  but

work quality in Sindh has
been below the mark with
serious charges of corrup-
tion. The motorways in
Kh];'ber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) and Punjab display
a much better guality of
work than in Sindh, A
Journey from Karachi to
Sukkur  may  prove
instructive in this assess-

Similarly, the milway
track from Havelian to
Khunjrab ~ has  been
;p;smved but work in that
irecti is _extremely
slow. One of the most
successful CPEC projects
is perhaps the Hazara
MOIUW\:&! that has revo-
I ized travel in this
region The travel dura-
tion from Islamabad to
Mansehra  has  been
reduced substamtially. A
project that has ~not
attracted  the attention
from Pakistan is the Iran-
Pakistan gas r\p:lmc
Iran has completed its
share of the deal

The UNODC defines
human trafficking as “the
recruitment, transporta-
tion, transfer, harbouring
or receipt of people
through foree, i
deception, with the aim
of exploiting them for
profit.”

The recent Greece
boat tragedy where 750-
800 people were on
board the ill-fated fishing
boat that sank off the
coast of Greece is unfor-
wnately nothing new. It
is therefore imperative to
analyze the motivating
force behind individuals
leaving their homes and
families in search of
opportunities  abroad.
Equally important is to
understand  the routes

Pakistan and what hap-
pens once migrants step
on the road towards their

ream
_ Human trafficking has
its roois in praclices
including slavery, forced
labour, and the exploita-
tion of helpless people
for ﬁnmclaﬁj gain. ?‘gls
illezal rade evolved and
adapted to various socie-
tal and economic con-
texts, begi wmmF with the
wansatlantic slave trade
which saw millions of
Africans forcibly trans-
orted 10 America
etween the 15th and
19th centuries and end-
ing more recently with
the trafficking of people
for sexual exploitation
and labour.
People beg:
for ways to re
after realizing that indi-
viduals who had been
trafficked were better off
financially and had more
chances of growth than
before. However, settling
in foreign nations, partic-

ularly Europe, legally is
not easy. Therefore peo-
ple looked for alternative
ways 1o do so  This
encouraged them 1o
migrate illegally along
routes that are commonly
known as ‘dunki’ by
land, ar, and sea

L smugglers
work in the form ol an
international syndicate
It is not a single person
or a group but a network
of groups across coun-
tries falling in the route
The people nvolved in
such crimes are mostly
legal citizens of coun-
tries they live in and
have Ioca{ residences and
businesses.

Peaple from South and
Central Asia are the
biggest victims of human
smuggling Talking
specifically about
Pakistan, there are differ-
ent routes human smug-
glers use for illegal rans-
port. Activist and co-
chairperson  of  the

" ights
Commission of Pakistan
{HRCP) Asad Igbal Butt
claims that human smug-
gling is a lucrative indus-
try that generates sub-
stantial revenue. These
agents involved “can
work with local law
enforcement  officials,
border officials, and can
have their people in the
airlines or the travel
apency  business as
well " They also collabo-
rate with ‘sub-agents’,
who are individuals from
other nations

Several reports con-
firm that agents allegedly
took between Rs2.3 miF—
lion and Rs35 million
(88,000 and $12,000)
from Pakistanis on hoard
the tragic trawler that
sank in

The price of a

Previously, this
‘migration” ‘would start
with air travel, reaching
the destination directly
from Pakistan. Here,
some smugglers used to
make selements with
FIA agents and arrange
fake travel documents
This process was risky, il
the — migrants  were
caught, they were handed
over 1o the FIA and
banned from travelling
Over the years, there has
been strict legislation
and rules to put an end to
this practice, and now
agents are afraid of tak-
ing this route

ne of the alternatives

is the air-land route
through  Russia  to
This  journey

starts with the legal trav-
el of intending migrants
from_Pakistan to Russia

W air on a proper visa.
After reaching Russia,
these eople walk
through the mountainous
terrain of Russia to reach
Poland. They have to
bear extreme weather
conditions, and only a
handful of pepple com-
plete the ourne'{

Smugglers also send
intending migrants to
Europe ﬁlroug\ Turks
They transport people
from the Taftan border in
Balochistan to Iran and
then to Turkey wvia the
Maku Mountain  Later,
people are illegally trans-
orted from Turkey to

reece  through land
routes. Only a small part
of the sea has to be
crossed before reaching
Greece. But this smal
atch of the sea route is

eavily guarded and
there 15 no easy route to

enter it
_ With the closure of the
Greek route, human traf-

dream

fickers have created a

new route to laly
through Libya. Here,
Pakisianis _ fravel to

Duba or Egypt before
reaching Libya. They are
then transported to Taly
through a long sea route
covering the Benghazi
and Tabarak areas. In
2018, the wagc Libya
boat disaster was another
wakeup call for countries
and led to a erackdown
on those involved in
human traffickin,

The truth is that those
who somehow reach the
final destination safely
are not happy either. The
average per-day income
is low and requires more
effort and hard work
Migrant workers now
barely cover their month-
lry expenses and usually
ail to send any money to
their families back home.
These people need resi-
dent permits and other
legal l{;a ers to secure
jobs. And since they do
not have such docu-
ments, they face even
more troubles.

Agents employ differ-
ent tactics to trap people.
They often offer to take
money after the whale
Erocess is completed 1o

uild trust. But once
these people get |ra§ped.
there is no going back.
And since many people
take loans —
between 54,000 ‘an
$12.000% — they have no
other option than to keep
listening to these agents
and ulfilling  their
demands Despite  the
issues, human trafficking
has become a never-end-
ing problem. People in
Pakistan are desperate
for good economic
opportunities that are
nowhere to found

By Khola Junaid
here. As inflation soars,
people’s ability 10 pur-
chase safe and affordable
housing reduces. Human

rafficking is a serious
problem that needs to be
addressed  efficiently

The first step should be
government action. This
includes carrying out in-
depth  investipations,
bringing charges against
offenders, and ensuring
that victims receive jus-
tice promptly.

Tt is also’ essential to
educate vulnerable
ﬁmups about the risks of

uman trafficking and
promote safe migration
practices. To create and
implement effective pre-
ventative programmes,
rescue operations and
rehabilitation  services
for survivors, coopera-
tion is required between
the povernment, civil
society and international
partners.

Addressing fundamen-
tal issues like poverty,
lack of . employment
opportunities and gender
discrimination can con-
siderably reduce the risk
An  effective  strategy
must also include com-
prehensive legislati
stringent border res
tions and international
caoperation to dismantle
trafficking networks.

To assist survivors in
reintegrating into society
and avoid becoming vic-
tims again, it is impor-
tant to offer them supgpn
and protection, including
access to legal counsel
medical treatment an
psychosocial services

Agents who facilitate
such activities and trap
people for money should

e punished strictly with

ife imprisonment and
heavy fines

What after the

IMF credit?

ollars  are
ouring in fol-
owing the con-
clusion of a $3
hillion  short-
term credit Flovrarmne
with the IM ?aki:\_tan
has received the first
tranche of $1.2 billion
under the short-term
(nine months) standby
arrangement (SBA) will
the multilateral donor
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, our time-tested
Middle East allies, have
posited 52 bill d
§1 billion respectively
with the State Bank of
Pakistan. Following these

developments, the
domestic currency has
appreciated and foreign

exchange reserves have
@ up.  Fitch has
uparaded — though nomi-
nad)' —_ the country’s
credit rating. The PML-N
led PDM government is
set to quit office on a pos-
itive note for ng
headed off" an imminent
default, But the million-
dollar, perennial question
is: what next?

As a rule, IMF pro-
grammes  address  the
symptoms, not the dis-
ease. That's the reason
why, despite being a reg-
ular customer of the Fund
since the 19603, Pakistan
continues to look to it to
bail_out the ecanomy_ A
credit programme is like
a social safety net. Each
provides a ~short-term
respite and for a while
creates the impression
that things are beginning
10 look up.

In the long-run, howev-
er, both must create con-

ditions whereby the bene-
ficiaries don't have to
subscribe to them. This is
the ultimate touchstone
by which the efficacy of
each should be judzed
Be that as it may, each
begets a sense of compla-
cency, which helps per-

petuate the beneficiary’s
der,eﬂdeﬂce.
akistan signed back-

to-back programmes with
he I\Ag in 1988 and
1993, On each occasion,
the credit agreement was
signed by the caretaker
government close to the
transfer of power to an
elected dispensation. On
each occasion, it fell w0
the PPP_ government
headed by Benazir Bhutto
o implement the pro-
gramme as  Hobsoen’s
choice. Called structural
adjustment programmes,
the lending arrangements
made Pakistan open up its
economy head and shoul-
der for which neither the
ECONOMIC MANAZErs MoF
the domestic industry was
p

fepoig )
rom 225 per cent in
1988-

3 maximum
applied import tariffs
were slashed to 100 per
cent by 199393, Average
applied tariffs, which
were 91 per cent in 1992-
93, were slashed 1o 51 per
cent Y 195- ew
other developin;
tries have scaled down
import taxes so drastical-
l]y] on a unilateral basis.
he tariff cuts pushed the
domestic industry to lace
increased fore«gn compe-
tition without developing
its capability to do so. ﬁ
was hike expecting a tod-

dler to run even before
s/he had leant how to
walk. Since then, the tod-
dler hasn’t grown up

chant for opening up put
the economy on the track
of premature deindustri-
alization from which it
has not been

recover, Premature dein-
dustrialization refers to
an aberration in a coun-
ry's economic journey
when the share of manti-
facturing in total output
begins to decline without
reaching full-scale indus-
trial development accom-
panied by a high per capi-
taincome and a high stan-

dard of living. The servic-
es sector giows dispro-
ortionately - but

ecause it 15 not backed
by industrial develop-
ment, it lacks compet
eness and sophistic

tion

In the case of Pakistan,
the  manufacturing-to-
GDP ratio, which was 15
per cent on average dur-
ing the 1990s, fell to 12
per cent and 13 per cent
respectively over the fol-
lowing two decades. By
2021, the share of manu-
facturing in total national
cutput had dropped even
further 1o 11 per cent

In a country facing de-
industrializafion, export
e, falls
import
increase, as the demand
for manufactured poods
outstrips their supply. In
our case, a high birth rate,
which  wel
nai-labour resource
expansion, made matters
worse.

Financial inequality breeds contempt

Our society essentially
stands divided into three
classes. The elite class
comprises the 1op bureau-
crats both ¢ivil and mihi-
tary, business tycoons
and politicians Then fol-
low two classes — the
thinning middle class and
the multiplying poor
class, whjcﬁ Y\\-‘es below
the paverty line. Instead
of receding, the poverty
graph is rapidly escalai-
g,

¢ politicians — in
every government that
comes 0 power by win-
ning the election - prom-
i8¢ to uplift the condition
of the poor ir cam-
paigning sluﬁans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic lving conditions
will improve, they
will get health and educa-
ton .

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth is unevenly dis-
tributed, It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the sysiem
but also creates hostility
among them

Asa nation, however.
we can change our alarm-
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy we single-
mindedly follow the
nations ‘that have pro-
gressed within a few
years from being poor
third-world countries to
some of the leading ones
Let's consider Singapare
as a glaring example.

Smia_pure was typical-
Iy a third-world country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we luckily have The
turnaround  came in
Singapore when Chinese

leader Deng Xiaopmﬁ
devised a formula — MPI

for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow to progress. M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty,

Mentocracy meant that
all government jobs were
to be allotted based on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for “who’s'who’ or who's
related to whom. Swdents
in Singapore are ad d
in colleges and universi-
ties purely on merit with-
o an?; string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses a highly educated
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation, The

untry’s  umiversifies,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted amol
the best in the world. |
companson, il is tragie
how merit in our country
is given such litde impor-
tance. Many in the top

ositions of the el
ureaucracy and judiciary
are related 1o one another.

‘P in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a

ractical approach unlike

Pakistan where loss-mak-
Ing monsters, state-run
organizations like the
g Steel Mills and

. every year but
successive governments
hesitate to prvatize them
because of polincal pres-
sures. Last year, the PS)
accumulated a loss of
Rs67 billion in the first
six_months,
Consequently,  every
taxpayer has 10 bear the
burden of the loss-mak-
ing behemoths, Could

Singapore  allow  its
wvibrant economy to suffer
from such recurring loss-
es for years? Never The
PSM Hhasn’t produced a
nece af steel since 2015
ut its employees are paid
hundreds of” millions in
salaries each month

“H’, the most impartant
feature of the magic for-
mula for taking rapid
hikes from a poer third-
world country to a first-
waorld country, is honesty
It means zero tolerance

. corruption
Singapore's prime minis-
ter, under whose govern-
ment the country
gressed, carrie
accountability from top
downward. With an hon-
est bureaucracy and a
progressing economy, the
country tuned into a hub
of foreign investment. It
improved the living con-
ditions of the e and
raised their social status
among the comity of
nations. Too high “stan-
dards for_us (o meet,
aren’t they?

So organized is the
Singaporean government
that” it decided 10 reduce
the population of domes-
fic crf_ws that \Ilaq smmle(d
aitacking people in parks
and on mgfls)}"'l he E[lnoup
director of wildhfe man-
agement at the National
Parks Board ordered that
crows’ nests be pulled
down, set up traps and
prune the trees in public
interest We have a wild
growth of birds of prey to
cope with, Recently there
was an article in this
newspaper as to what
prompted the increase in
population of these birds.

that one witnesses
are kites hovering in the
sky and thousands of

crows making citizens’
lives muserable by ther
cawing round the clock
As pointed out in the arti-
cle, the main reason for
the growth of these birds
is the “sadqa’ in the shape
of meat leftovers the peo-
le throw on the roads
and outside their homes
The Lahore Canal
Bank road is notorious
for this activity where
kites are seen swooping
down to get their share of
meat that passers-by feed
them, Somenme back my
cousin  Mansoor Khan
lost his car’s windshield
when akite struck against
it. Surprisingly, the wind-
shield broke in pieces bui
the kite  survived.
Whether Mansoor was a
‘meat thrower’ to the
kites, he didn’t admit.
The politicians in
every government that
comes to power by win-
ning the election — prom-
ise to uplift the condition
of the poor. Their cam-
paigning slogans assure
the wretched living from
hand to mouth that their
pathetic living conditions
will improve, and they
will get health and educa-

on

The severe disparity
between these classes
proves the fact that
wealth 1s unevenly dis-
tributed. It not only turns
the suffering segments of
society unhappy and
angry against the’system
but also creates h ty
among then

As a nation, however,
we can change our alarm-
ing state of poverty and
illiteracy if we single-
mindedly  follow the
nations “that have pro-
gressed within 4 few
years from being poor

By Iftekhar A Khan

third-world countries to
some of the leading ones.
Let's consider Singapore
as a glaring example.

Singapore was typical-
Iy a third-world country
like ours but without any
inherent resources that
we ]ucklIJ' have. The
turnaround  came  in
Sm(%apme when Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping
devised a formula — MPH
— for the Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew
to follow 1o progress M
stood for mentocracy, P
for pragmatism and H for
honesty.

Merttocracy meant that
all government jobs were
to be alloth ased on
merit and qualification
without any consideration
for *who's'who' or who's
related to whom. Students
in Singapore are admitted
in colleges and umversi-
ties pméy on ment with-
out any  string-pulling
from behind the scene. As
a result, Singapore pos-
sesses @ highly educated
and skilled workforce to
deliver to the nation, The
country’s universities,
medical colleges and hos-
pitals are counted among
the best in the world. In
comparison, il is tragic
how mesit in eur country
15 given such little impor-
tance, Many in the top

ositions of the _civil

ureaucracy and judiciary
are related to one another.

“P” in the formula for
success stands for prag-
matism. Singapore’s state
policies are based on a

ractical approach unlike
akistan u?mre loss-mak-
ing mMONSters, state-run

nizations like the
Pakistan Steel Mills and

IA, incur losses worth
billions

What did Ukraine get
from Vilnius?

Ithough,
despite intense
campaigning

and  pleading
by Ukraiman President
Volodytayr Zelensky, the
Vilnius summit did not

ﬂwc_an‘ timetable for
kraine's path towards
its membership, Nato
acknowledsed 10 para-
graph 11 of its of n:r.la

hat

series of substantial vie-
tories  for  Ukraine
Notably, Ukraine has
secured a commitment of
military and economic
aid from the G7, while
also embarking on F-16
ﬁgucum training in col-
laboration with 1T partner
countries. Germany, too,
las pledged an impres-
sive 700 million euros in

tha
“Ukraine's future is in
Nato™

For obvious reasons,
the absence of clearly
defined timelines _an|
conditions for U e’s
accession was projected
b{ the media as a person-
al setback for Zelesnky,
who had harboured hopés
that the Nato summit in
Vilnius on July 11-12
would culminate’in a con-
crete invitation  for
Ukraine to join the
alliance, Ostensibly, the
lack of such an invitation
reflects  the  ‘cautious’
approach taken by Nato
member-states, that
remain wary of ‘provaok-
ing’ further tensions with
Russia. However, the fact
is that Nato has given
much more than what
Zelensky had expected
from the Vilnius summit
unwavering pledges for
extremely generous
financial and _military
assistance to Kyiv as well
as the creation of the
Nato-Ukraine Council

The Vilnius Summit
has  underscored  the
undeniable reality that
Ukraine’s position in the
European arena is central
at the moment. President
Zelensky may not have
received the invi
but the summit yielded a

military assis-
1

ance

Most significantly, the
formal affirmation _that
“Ukraine’s future is in
Nato” solidifies the
nature of the partnership
between Ukraine and the
alliance. Similarly, cer-
tain Nato members are
determined to manifest its
sigmificance in alternative
manners, such as through
the establishment of
enduring security guaran-
tees, reminiscent of the
United States’ longstand-
m% alliance with Israel,
which receives $3.8 bil-
Tien in annual military aid
from Washington,  US
President _ Biden
expressed willingness for
such an arangement,
conditional upon the exis-
tence of a ceasefire and a
peace accord. Moreover,
reports indicate that the
United Kingdom, France,
and Germany are also
contemplating  similar
assurances.

t the same time, the
Vilnius summit has yield-
ed another significant
development in- relation
o the Ukraine conflict
the inception of the Nato-
Ukraine Council. In this
major move, Kyiv and the
alliance’s 31" members
will have a dedicated
platform for consultation

By Dr Imran Khalid
and joint decision-mak-
e, Beyond its consulta-
tive function, the council
will also serve as a vi
mechanism  for  crisis
management, enabling
Kyiv to summon urgent
meetings when necessary.
Moreover, the stated
objective of this council
is 1o bolster the extent of
Ukraine's collaboration
with the alliance, enhanc-
ing a deeper and closer
partnership
However, the establish-
ment of the Nato-Ukraine
Coungil apparently
aimed at enhancing chan-
nels of communication
and consultations with
Ukraine, may inversely
exacerbate tefsions in the
region It is being viewed
Mascow as an indirec
attempt to grant Ukraine
a symbolic ‘seat at the
table’ without conferring
formal membership sta-
tus. The formation of this
council seems 1o be a cal-
culated manoeuvre 1o fur-
ther isolate Russia and
expand Nato’s influence
hile  the  Nato-
Ukraine Council may be
seen as a symbolic ges-
ture of support for
Ukraine’s aspirations, its
implications and potential
consequences for regi
al sta v cannot_be
ed But critics
allege  that, with the
establishment  of _the
ato-Ukraine Council as
the latest manifestation of
its long-term  strategic
intent, the trans-Atlaniic
alliance has once again
revealed the organiza-
tion’s expansionist agen-
da eastwards, which may
further aggravate the ten-
sions in Europe.
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Judicia ry Pakistan, Ching

committed to

. h

responsible for what Eo bkt
. . . der CPEC:

going on in country: il

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Offi

Khurshid Shah

pokesperson  Mumtaz 7ahr«

I's.llm,h said that Pakistan and

KARACHL  Federal prime minister were not  taker PM China are committed to enhance
Minister  for \\ atu roadcasted and the two He said that it will take cooperation under CPE

Resources, three to four muruhs in At a weekl medmlmeﬁn--he.e

Khurshid Ahmed S[mh delimitations on Monda has

has alleged that 80 per-
cent responsibility  of
what going on in_the
country falls on judiciary

Talking to media here
on Monday, he sad that
the five names Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPF) sug-
gested  for caretaker

included in decision of
the committee

However,  Khurshid
Shah said that Rana
Sanaullah was member of
“kitchen cabinet’ of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanf
and knows better than me
that who will be the care-

expressed desire for Im-&
Iy elections.

he minister said that
judiciary was _behind
murder of Zulfigar Al
Bhutto, awarding punish-
ment 10 Nawaz Sharif and
the prevail situation.
INP

aged track.

Down track restored a day after
fatal Hazara Express derailment

in Nawabshah

brought
Pakistan as manifested in the cre-
ation of over 200,000 jobs, addi-
tion of 8000 MW
al grid, building of 510 kilometers
of highways and 932 kilometers of
road nerwork, and a 820-kilometer
‘Dﬂrﬁ optical fiber line
umtaz

Pakistan and China stood firmly to
develop further cooperation under
CPEC and build it as a connectivi-

ty project for m reion

huge d\ v niends 0

ov.el 0 nation-

Zahra  said that

Boosting consumerism
without expanding

he area of 1l of China
Pakistan  Economic  Corridor
mcludes rural revitahzation, agn-
cultural development, industrial

NAWARBSHAH: A day after
the fatal incident of the Hazara
Express  derailment near
Nawabshah in which 34 passen-

site, with some smashing win-
dows to help passengers climb
out of the twisled cafriapes as

at least one conch overturned

the rescue efforts. The helicop-
ters of Army Aviation also took
pml m the rescue operation.

al carriages of Hazara

% - - gers were killed and over 80 oth- I;.‘(press train ~ derailed on There were chaotic scenes at | 12ation, L'J"E“I‘IEIEI"F‘I"‘\:‘;“' and
ers_got injured, the railways Sunday near Sirhari railway sta-  the Nawabshah Trauma Centre | Scrence and technology
ln us rles rulne authorities restored the down tion situated between as ambulances and private cars

track for traffic on Monday Nawabshah and Shahzadpur
The authorities have complet-  “This is quite a big aceident,”
ed the identification of 29 dead  Minister of Railways Khawaja
bodies and handed them over to  Saad Kaﬁ% e told reporters
their heirs. Rafique said at least 1,000 pas-
Seven bodies have been dis- sengers were aboard the train

ILmL(l the injured for treatment
One man Hu-m from the back
of an ambulance clutching '\
child, his clothes soak
blood, while a woman mmued
in pain as she was carmed in on

OPF lauds PM
for restoration

economy: Mian Zahid

KARACHI

lections, for which a plan

vate sectors are forced to

atched o Tando Adam. two to

when it derailed on a section of

a stretcher*We don’t know what

of five housing

of National 1s needed to relieve the  foot the bill for keeping | Sadigabad, two to Multan, and  track where no faults had been ened, we were just sitting

Group Pakistan, country of its unbearable  state-run entities art T b dies sentyo gindte feparied m,ﬁcl" i U,.L.‘.a,gi. woman schemes of
President Pakistan  deficit’ Enhanced tax col- ve for decades All the dead bodies have been Senior police officer Abid At the aceident site outside 1sl bad
Businessmen and  lection can help the gov- _ He said that the news | qalunged from the ill-fated train  Baloch said 30 bodies had been  Nawabshah, dozens of cars, slamabad zone
[me\leclunh Forum, and  emment provide relief 1o of serious investment by | hogies According to rail author- feom vered and more than 60 peo-  tractors, rickshaws and motorcy-

achi  Industrial
Alll:mce and former
provincial minister Mian
Zahid Hussain has said

the poor and fund devel-
opmental as well as mega
projects, he added

The business leader

Arab countries and

the.
their private sector is hot,
and SIFC has been estab-
lished with the support of

ities, the dawn “track has been lt_tlewe;e |hn]udredhsonl|le cm‘|d y.
e said the death toll could rise

¢ operations continue

fmavr.s posted to local media  through

restored w work on the up
track rtsmrnlltm is underway.
The akistan  Army and

cles could be seen parked on'a
road that runs alongside the
track Volunteers were wading
a can

al that separates

ISLAMABAD: The Owerseas
Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) has
lauded Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif for restoration of Islamabad

that the policy of promot-  said that last vear, the Army Chief to pro- | Rangers officials participated in  show dozens of people al the the foad from the railway. INP zone five OPF Housing Scheme
ing consumerism i the Pakistan collected taxes wide a one-window facali- > and resolution of its pmue.m

country without expand- of 7200 bi .ty to foreign investors & The revival of me _of
ing the industrial sector | billion rupees  which is a source of hap- 0 l lca u ure 0 Qverseas Paklshms Housing
has caused irreparable were required for debt piness and hope Foundation became possible due

damage to the economy.
In"a statement issued
ere on Monday, he said
that this poliey did not
benefit the local ndus-

servicing,

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that debts and liabili-
ties have grown beyond
manageable limits. The

Mian Fahld Hussain
said that SIFC 15 expected
toattract an investment of
25 to 30 billion dollars,
while there are reports of

Fazalur Rehman is bleak:

to_the action taken by the Prime
Minister’s
Commission, and the appreciable
role of prime minister in the
1ssue INP

Inspection

tries, but the industrial  country is no longer able  restarting the stalled work .
sector of other countries  to \E]lﬂ\' the loans to the on CPEC, which will =
with Faknlanﬁ:emulcm IMF, other international  enable further invest- Man k]“ed, two

n Zahid Hussain

organisations, and CPEC-

ment, the opening of

s;mi 1I|a[ the relentless refated loans, and the sy Special Economic Zones. i 5 et i ini

imports of luxury --ood; tem is being run on the a\?d the availability of RAWALPINDI: Paki ence between an accountant and  elections, he said adding the sec- [nJ'I_[red as car
manufactured goods. m sl ot oans world-class  infrastruc- | Awami Muslim League chief  an economist. . oni installment  of _ the 2

paminctirel s o Tt OLMS 1 these  toom e il] ttte | and former federal Interior  The former federal minister International Monetary Fund hits tree
s Fidlois e eait pd bY Minister  Sheikh  Rasheed  said that PTI has jolted the JUI  (IMF) is also fixed for the elec-

He said that it s neces-
sary to give priority to the
industry over trading and
real-estate sectors while
creating a practical and

the public_and private
sector; businessmen are
not getting loans while
the Tnterest rates and
prices of petroleum, elec-

two percent increase in
GDP.

es will

of capital

rain, he said,

adding that 1t 15 n

Ahmed said future politics of
Maulana Fazlur Rehman is
eal.In his message on the
{Twitter), Sheikh Hasheed said
name of the next caretaker

in the Peshawar by-elections.
Maulana Fazlur Rahman can
mstall bis relative (Samadhi) as
governor but cannot ensure vic-
tory of his party in the election

tlon and

there is a

caretakers
receive the installment

Former mimster said that if
new census,
Election Commission_has to

would

the

AHMADPUR SHARQIA: One
person was killed and two others
injured when a car carrying four
drunk people hit a tree here on
Monday, rescue sources said.

o
ruwbla, policy toincrease  fricity, g food  sary to restore the wnn Prime Minister would come n He said that the National move lawfully.Differences According to details, a car got
tax base because items are skyrocketing dence of the the ‘last 5 overs of 72 ho Assembly had been made a fac-  em: between former pre- | out of control and rammed into &
Pakistan_still. needs. o Issues of super tax, community aml ||en||\= II name orlahmfl)aw has been  tory in last eight days which was  mie awaz  Shaif and | wee by roadside at Chowk Battha
collect Rs4000 billion  wealth tax, and withhol in the ec ¢ policies J}:,o ed from the list of caretak-  churning out the bills Shahbaz Sharif—as former is road.
More in 1axes ing lax are also hurting  and the cunem econom- then it means name of The Supreme Court elearly playing a game with his brother One person_was killed on the
Pakistan can widen the  the economy. At the same  ic situation of the coun- Na»\«z Shanf 15 nowhere, he told l||L “lection Commission  silently, Sheikh Rasheed | spot in the accident while two oth-
tax base and enhance col-  time, the public and pri-  wy. INP said adding there is a big differ-  about the clear features of the claimed.I ers sustained critical injuries INP

PCRWR directed fo . -
quarterly monitor
mineral water brands,

publicize results

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Pakistan has
directed Pakistan Council of Research in Water
Resources (PCRWR) for quarterly monitoring of bot-
tled/mineral water brands and to publicize the results
for awareness of general public.

For the 2nd qunngrnf vear 2023 (April to June), 169
samples of Mineral/Bottled water brands were collect-
ed from 20 cities. (ompansou of test results wllh the
botiled water quality standards of Pakist ndards &
Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) has rev .:Iul that
20 brands were unsafe for human con: ption due to
\mﬁobml%!mac]l DrschemlcF\ coﬁnsgmnaﬂun LN

v leven brands (Spring Fresh, Best Natural, Neway
s ] Pure Life, AM MuJI.ml 13\]\..'(\\”\9. Aqua Anshu, Jheel,
Laharish, Zimal, Pure Life, Questa) were found to be
unsafe die to presence of higher levels of sodium, wo
brands (Alkaline, Pme Life) were found unsafe due to
.e'aence ol h -h of TDS than the emmsible

Major Tufail Shaheed’s
65th martyrdom | i R
anniversary being
observed

ISLAMABAD:  Chi
Abdullah Bin Khamis Al
Muhammad Amjad Khan N

Sultan Armed Forces Oman, Vice Admi
called on Chiefl of the Naval Staff Adm

THATT 1 Sindh Murad Ali Shah inauguration of International
Medical and technical College LUMHS.

Pakistan, Oman
reiterate firm
stance to deepen

Two labourers
scorched in gas

ISLAMABAD The
nation  on __ Monday

observed the 65th martyf-
dom

anniversary  of
haheed

-e-Haider),
exceptional Pakistani u)l-
dier who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line
of dut

Born on August 22 in
1914, ajor  Tufail
Shaheed was commis-
sioned in the Pakistan

rmy on August 17,
1948, and served in the
famed Punjab Regiment.

His remarkable journey
as a sol nd a leader
began to unfold during
the 1963 Indo-Pak War.

e battle of Burki And
the act of valor

During the 1965 war,
Pakistan was confronted

with a series of military
challenges from its neigh-
bor Tn ane of the critical
battles near the village of
Burki in Lahore, M HIDI
Tufail Shaheed’s exce)
tional bravery came to the
fore

On August 7, 1965, he

was serving as  the
Company Commander of
the 12th Frontier Force

his unit
Indian

Regiment when
encountered an

il

Amidst the chaos of the
banlefield, Major Tufail
< otted an enemy tank

osing in on his pmmon
\)n:houl a moment’s hesi-
tation, he single-handedly
charged towards the tank,
armed only with a rocket
launcher and complete
disrezard for his personal

safety.

With unparalleled
determination and audac-
ity, Major Tufail succeed-
ed in neulml\sz the
tank, but tragically,
was gravely injured in []we
process Major  Tufail’s
exceptional act of valor
did not go unnoticed
Despite  his _critical
mjuries, he continued to
inspire his troops, dis-
playing immense courage

and dedication. However.
[he wounds he sustained
in the battle proved to be
fatal, and on August 7,
1965, this brave son of |
the soil breathed his last

His sacrifice marked a
[I\mlngkpuml in the Battle
of Burki and served as a
rallying cry for his fellow
soldiers INP

pipeline explosion

FAISALABAD: Two younger labourers were
severely scorched as gas pi gt.lmt. exploded due to
criminal negligence of WASA emplayees. Citizen
face hardships due to suspension of gas suj

According to details, gas pipeline in Dastagir
Colony of Ghulam Rasool Nagar was damaged
by WASA employee during digging a couple of
days earlier.

However, the WASA employees instead of
m[?irmmg the SNGPL official filled the hole with

Two labourers laying PTCL cable when du? the
lace, the gas pipeline exploded with big bang
resultantlySiddique 20, and Aftab 23, were
scorched severely

The scorched labourers were shifted to Allied
Hospital m enitical condition,

The citizens m almost half of the city had to
face problems n preﬁarmh meal as gas supply
remained suspended.]

Anti-polio drive kicks off
in 17 KP districts

PESHAWAR: A com-
prehensive
campaign
|dLIT|ChL

een
across 17 dis-
tric of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), as

authorities intensify
efforts_ to shield young
lives from the debilitat-

ing grip of polio
H’e campaign, initiat-
ed in collaboration with

the Emergency
Operation Center (EOC),
aims to immunize & stag-

ering 2 million ¢f el
the erippling dis-

i

ase. .
This critical initiative,
spanning areas including

Peshawar, Ijmmu
Charsadda, Hang
Khyber, and Kohat, \wll
see the deployment of
6,947 dedicated teams,
each charged with the
task of delivering the
lifesaving  drops.
homes and

g this monu-
mental effort are 1,598
area in-charges, who will
ensure the smooth exe-
cution and monitoring of
the cam

In & move that under-
scores the gravity of the
mission, more [Im\
18,000 vigilant police
officers have been strate-

gically positioned to
safeguard the dedicated
olio vaccination teams.
he paramount concern
for the safety and suc-
cess of the drive has
prompted this robust
security deployment
Health officials at the
Anti-Polio  Emergency
Center have underscort
the urgency of this initia-
tive, re\'ealmg that two
cases of polio have
already been reported in
Bannu carlier this year.
The focus on these Righ-
risk areas is a testament
to the dedication and
commitment of health

workers and authorities  the munity  they
to eradicate polio from

eserv
the region. Amidst the challenges
Nasreen Khan, posed b angoing
Director of the Anti-  pandemic, health author-

ities and frontline work-
ers have demonstrated
remarkable _resilience
and  determination in
their quest to climinate
polio. The campaign’s
success hinges on the
<%p1mn and cooperation

parents, caregivers,

Polio Emergency Center,
expressed fier oprimisn
ahnul the campaign’s
impac
E\-U’\ child counts,
and this drive reflects
our unwavering commii-
ment to_ensuring that
every child is protected

from the dangers of communities _at
polio. We are leaving no  large, as they play a piv-
stone unturned in our  otal role in énsuring that

no child is left vulnera-
e to this preventable
disease. |

efforts to reach every
doorstep,. every child,
and pm\lde them with

ties in diverse fields

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan and Oman
have reiterated _ their
firm stance to further
enhance bilateral rela-

tions in all areas of
mutual interest
Th erstar ¢ 10

this effect reached dur-
ing a meeting between
President Dr Anif Alvi
and the Omani Chief of
Sl1[f of Sultan's Armed
Forces, Vice Admiral
«\hdu]]a\l bin Khamis
Al-Raisi, who along
with \I\:m:ml\era of his
delegation on the
President in 1s\dmdhad
on Monday

During [I\e both sides
underscored the need to
further increase caoper-
ation in the areas of
trade, defence and cul-

oy

the
clegat ion,
1 wd that

ire.
Welcoming

i

i
President Al

Pakistan highly valued
its ties with Oman as
the two countries sup-
ported each other on
various issues at inter-
national fora and were
bound together by a
common religion, histo-
ry, and cultural her-

maﬁ:: _
e informed the dele-
gation  that Pakistan
offered investment
opportunities in various
sectors of economy,
particularly agriculture

He added that cooper-
ation in the agriculture
sector  was  highly
important for the food
security needs of the
two countries.

Dr Arif Alvi also sug-
gested stan a fer
rvice " between
Gwadar and Muscat _to
bring the two countries
further closer

he two sides also

admired the leadershi
of Iran and the Sau:ﬁ
rown Prince,

Mohammad bin
Salman, over the mor-
malization of relations,

developmen
pruspww of the regi
he President
brlefed the delegation
about the grave human
rights situation in the
Indian Llla--al\\
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir
He  thanked the
Sultanate of Oman for
supporting Pakistan's
stance on the Jammu
and kashmlr Dlspu[e
During the meeting
Vice Admiral Abdullah
bin Khamis Al-Raisi
conveyed warm regards
of His Majesty Sultan
Haitham bin Tarig bin
Taimur to President Arif
vi

b
Ql'ETTA' Su-leh of Art and (_ul(ure Pre::denl Anayat Ullah Lehri
addressing a press conference.
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BIWRMDP to continue its efforts to improve water

management in Balochistan

eed Yousaf

The Balochistan Integ ra[ed Water Resources Management and

Development Project (BIW

Training session on Gieos| mlal FI(JPI Technology and its Usage in Surves

for the BIWRMDP, M(ll
ME&EE 8
lead MMP M&EE, Dr
D

Faiz Kakar,$

ogy and its usage in surv

ec-al.;t BIWRMDP Mr. Muhammm Anwar and Provincial Tearn
eaking on the session the Project
ctor BIWRMDP, Engineer Barkat Ll\laﬁ Kakar said that these kinds
of inovative technological awareness sessions ubmu Gouspalm Ll

ey techniques and
expertise of the team. and Kopad that knowledge gained from n
will undoubtedly be instrumental in advancing the project’s soals and fos-

section conducted a one-day

Ihe event was lacilitated by

nol-

tering a brighter water futre for Balochistan. But, also the BIWNRMDP
continues_ ifs mission 10 improve water management and davelo?mem

practices in Balochist ;w Even so, after this session, the team will a
able to use these techniques in the field in a
Engineer Barkat Ullah Kakar affirmed that such
buwlding Traimng will be arranged for the PMU &

future where the team cherished and

there’s best. The trainers grasped all the thematic areas that are used in the
Geospatial and GIS techniques to the officials of BIWRMDP (PMU) &

PIAEWHI\C manner, At 1.
and many more cap:
SIA teams in the n

showed their enthusiasm to glvt.

wbe'

PSIA team. Elaborating more the Trainers said that, in understanding
geospatial surveys, it's important to know what makes up geospatial data
is usually made up of the following five components that include

Vector Data, Raster Data, Attributes, Geographic Coordinate System and
Gwrduulung Trainers asserted that these components may be used in
isolation or in combination with one another. When it comes o survi e\-lm,

- this data is extremely useful to contractors or engineers wi rkmg on large-

sive anal
Trainer

Gwspana\ technol

tems, remote sensing, etc. This

8 S) and said that it i
spatial mIcmnlmn Ultimatel
location data or descriptive i

pants

scale projects. This is because geospatial surveving provid

nd complete view ef the surrounding mmmnmem

also said that this i

type of land surveying service. Wi
DI|’| and mobile mapping, it also involves various other disciplines. The;
It offers mulllp\L data formats to provide the exact data you need

systems broadly include ma

techniques like gtob pos onmL systems, geographic_ mtom\at\on s

and analyze information using ;paual
Trainers also shared knowledge re

Gl
nformation. And,
tem to store and view land data. It helps sunqur: easily manage survey
information and provide the necessary dat

The session ended with the dist Ig

< a comprehen-

rather mrl\p\ei and n dimensional
le it does mvnlven.uhlmna] land map-

and surveying

ystem has a unique ability to store, label,
ystems

rding the Geographic Information
rethod of data collection that provides
S connects data to a map to show either
S provides a central sys-

uucu of Cerificates to the partici-

Hafeez Shaikh, ex-CJ
shortlisted among others for
caretaker PM: Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah
says the names of ex-finance minister Hafeez Shaikh
and a former Supreme Court judge have been shor
fd a}muub others for the careiaker Prime Munister

PM slot.

He said the names of Dar, Abbasi and Raza Rabbani
could be considered if any decision was made to allow
any political person to be picked for the PM slot

When as whether Shaikh was teady 1o become
the cmal.’lker PM, the minister said
must be.”

Name of former chiel’ |u\u|:g of Pakistan Tassadug
Hussain Jilani is circulating in the media among those
persons those are being considered as caretaker PM

Rana Sana hinted that elections could be delayed by
120 days as constituencies would now have to be
redrawn under the new census and it was demand of ’\II
political parties and provinces that coming
elections should be held accor

He said name of the caretaker premier would turn up “Definitely, he
I Tuesday (tomorrow), adding gumnce\{mnlm[ mq
Dar and former premicr Shahid Khaqan Abbasi ar
in the ru

Hafeez Shaikh had served as the finance minister the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal’ EPTIR led federal government
Ilnue\m he was removed from this slot in March

l\L;\'\’ B\l) ane Minster Muhammad Shehbaz Sha I'mldre\smg a ceremony orgal
honour the contribution of Chinese’s companies operating in Pakistan under the CPEC,

Chinese company Nobel Fest
selects Pakistani

"~ The PTI pitched Sheikh against the former PM and
senior_leader of the Pakistan Peoples Party Yousaf
Raza Gillani for Senate seat, however, Shmki’ lost the
contest

_ During an mlemew with a local news channel, Rana  held in February-March next year, the lmmslm
sai person would be the caretaker  Ruling allies repose trust o 3

. . .

pumer\ nister having no political association ing carelaker PM Durin 2 on ust 4, the
f d Organlzlng commlttee Talking about name of Dar for an interim premier,  Pakistan Demm:[alu. I'Ig(mamem TPDM) “and other
pﬂl’tllﬂl" Oor re the interior minister said when his (Dar) name was tak-  coalition eir faith m Prime Minister

chilli export

ISLAMABAD: Liteng Food, a
Chinese company, chose Guard
ﬂ\mcn\lum\ Research and Services,

Pakistan as its parmer under China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
for the export of red chilli cultivated in
Pakistan_with Chinese collaboration
on a buyback poliey

This decision follows the signing of
a memorandum of understanding on
the, promwl of phytosamitary duﬂm' a

visit by Chinese’ Vi remier He
Lifeng to I:Iamnha(t said  Chief’
ficer (CEOQ) of Guard

Ixecutive
Agricultural Rcuarch and Services
Shahzad Al Malik

The collaboration aims to encour-
age the cultivation of vielding
hybrid chillies in the recions o soulh
Punjab and interior \md'h Gwadar Pro
reported on Monday.

e two compantes will sign a deal
for technical collaboration on hybrid
chilli and the subsequent export to
China during an upcoming intema-
tional food and agneulture expo in
Karachi from August 10-12, where
Guard, Longping. and Litong Food
will be exhibiting

eeds China will provide
the hvgnd chilli seed, along with tech-
nical support for commercial cultiva-
tion, and the buyback of dried chilli
for export to China will be conducted
by Litong Foo
This ag r\cuhura\ collaboration
between Pakistan and China holds sig-
nificant benefits for both countries, as
hybrid chilli offers higher \,|U(I5 com-
pnrm to traditional v
“After successfully prvmvnms the
sowing of hybnd rice in Pakista
which brought prospe f
ers and enhanced the crop size, we
will join hands with another Chinese
food” giant Litong Food to encourage
the cultivation of high-yielding hybrid
chillies in Pakistan in the areas of
south Punjab and interior b,
Malik added INP

Open sale of
drugs in Ibrahim
Hyderi area
without any fear

KARACHIL: An open sale of drugs
has been revealed in the vicinity of
Tbrahim Hyderi area of Karachi, ARY
News reported on Monday.

Aceurdmu to the details, in private
TV channel obtained the footage that
s the sale and purchase of drugs
in front of children in Omar Colony
area of Thrahim Hyderi

Local residents informed that the
pelice are actively investigating the
matter, as the brazen sa\l. of narcotics
continues unahated. day, drugs
worth hundreds nﬂlmusandi of tupees
are reportedly being sold in Ibrahim
Hyden

Community members h
expressed concern over the alarm
prevalence of drug use, particular
among young individuals and women

Jusi 'a few days ago, a video
emerged showcasing the drug con-
sumption of a minor. further under-
sconng the gravity of the situation.

In response, the police have stated
that they are in the process of gather-
ing additional information  after
reuev\m; the video INP

IHC fixes for hearing
PTI chairman's
appeal to restore
right of defence in
Toshakhana case

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
High Court (THC) has fixed for hear-
ing the request to restore the right of
defence w0 Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
chairman in the Toshakhana case

Islamabad High Court Chief Justice
Amis Farooq will hear the appeal on
August 10 1o restore the nght of
defence to the former prime minister
The court has issued a notice to the
Election Commission in this regard
seeking its response

1t should be remembered that the
trial court had terminated the nght of
defence of PTI chairman in
Toshakhana case, the trial court had
dec]nred the list of witnesses on behal

PTI chairman irrelevant The PTI
chaxmmn had filed an aﬁpeal in the
Islamabad High Court seeking permis-
sion to produce INP

calls on IT Minister

ISLAMABAD
committee of Nobel

The oranizing
Fest VI to be

held in Islamabad met with the
Minister Inﬁwmmmn
Technology

Telecommunication, Sved Amm
ul Haque.

The meeting was atiended by
Prof Dr M. Ighal Lhoudhaq
Looldmmm General, CON
STECH, Mr. Maxat Kurbenm
l'wnder and CEO, Nobel Fest,
Senator Dr. Serik, Dcpuw Hc»d of
quaniﬂm- Committ obel
st, P Dr Khalld \N l|zn||
\Jce Chancellor, Unive
Karachi, and Mr. Haris Akmm
Program Manager, COMSTECH
The Nobel Fest V1 will be held
during November 2023 at
COM he the
year festival is “Bridging
and OIC Countries m the DIE\MI

't

the Nobel Fest The minister
appreciated the festival's noble
mission and expressed gratitude
for hosting the event in Islamabad
Amin ul Haque emphasized to
focus on capacity building of
Pakistan’s youth, and suppml:m.
least developed countries of Ol
through skill development in the
field of science, education, IT, and
digital economy. He assured full
support from his ministry and the
stitutions under the umbrella of
the Ministry of  Information
Technology and Telecommu nic:
tion This obel Fest wil
focus on seientific discoveries and
technological innovations, with a
particular focus on key topics such
as the future of medicine, digitali-
zation in_education, dusm[mu.
technologies, efforts 1o combat
climate change, and strategies for
d

ing round in the media, that
apolitical person would be

Court orders
arrest of
judicial offi-
cer’s wife in
Rizwana
torture case

ISLAMABAD:  The
Islamabad District and
Sessions  Court  on
Monday rejected the bail
appln:aunn of the wife of

a judicial officer in the
domestic worker torture
and ordered her

ourt was hearing
the :re arrest bail petition
Somia .’\ﬁm\ the wife

Future” The commit- P 0 an offi-
tee briefed the Minister of mmug; science Nobel Fest is a | cer of the Islamabad
Information  Technology and  unigue and one of the most | Judicial Complex and the
Telecommunication on hﬁe mis-  impactful educational and techno- | Main  suspect  in the

sion, ohjectives and program of

logical gatherings TN

Pak-China Friendship
Hospital Gwadar
unveils 37 job openings

Islamabad: Pak-China
Fnends}u; Hospital Gwadar has
unveiled 37 job openings.

Pak-China Friendship Hospital
in Gwadar is a state- arme art
I facility that

s
ml.nl for the local residents but
also offers employment opportu-
nities to the coastal communit

e hospital extends an invita-
tion to individuals driven by
excellence and guided by vision 1o
join its team, contributing to the
advancement of this~ noble
endeavor, according 1o a report
published by Gwadar Pro.

The hospital has unveiled 37
vacancies across various depart-
ments, encompassing roles such
as senior consultans, registrars,
ipel:ml\ils and junior technicians.

Development
(GDAYs Pak-China

Gw.
Amhm.l)

Friendship Hospnal is a state-of-
the-art heal cility under China-
Pakman hcnnomlc Corridor
(CPEC), serving the people of

swadar and Baloehistan

Indus Hospital & Health
Network (IHHN) operates tertiary
care facilines at the hospital
through a publi énmam partmer-
ship “with the Government of
Balochistan )

Departments _offering empl 4
mem nrpanumneu are gynec

pediatrics & neonatal me(ll-

cme and family medicine

This strategic focus highlights
the hospital’s dedicated com
ment to prioritizing the well-being
of women and children, ensuring
specialized care tailored to their
unique needs According to the
official website of CPEC, the
hospital is planned on 68 acres of
land. As per the plan INP

Chinese textile
manufacturer to
install dry dyeing
plant in Lahore

ISLAMABAD: Challenge
Fashion Ltd., a Chinese company
involved in fextile manufacturing
in Lahore, will install its first non-
water-based dyeing plant in 2024
at its recently-approved Chal\eu e

shi conomic Zone in

capuial of Punjab proninge
¢ plant wall be the first of its
d in Pakistan, as the CEO
Challenge (:mup mformed offi-
cials of the Commercial Section of
the Chinese Consulate duning their
visit to_the Group along with
Pakistani media

Dry dyeing technology saves
waler, energy, and the emviron-
ment, and prevents water pollu-
non while providing higher output
and color consistency.

IS?“I.AMABAT)} A delegation of MQM calls on Pri

According 1o an update by the
company, the delepation visited
Challenge Group to commemo-
rate the achievements ol lhe

hina-Pakistan Ecor
Cormidor (CPEC) and to h]ihllgh(
the diligent efforts of C]
investors in industriali
technology transfer, job c

ar contribution
Paksstan's economy through for-
eign exchange remittances

The delegation received an
overview of the Group's accom-
plishments, gplobally-acknowl-
edzed undertakings, and its plans
for the future of
Challenge Group shared their con-
tributons to the textile industry
and the usage INP

e Minster Muhammad Shehbaz

Rizwana torture case

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Farrukh
Fareed rejected Somia’s
bail ~ application  and
ordered 10 arest her.

The suspect is bound to
join the investigation a

all costs, the judge
remark:
Somia’s lawyer, how-

ever, claimed that a story
had been fabricated
against his client
e investigating offi-
cer did not take the video
f the bus stand
Sargodha, he added TNP

LHC seeks
reply from
home
secretary on
plea of Parvez
Elahi's wife

LAHORE: The Lahore
High Court (LHC) has
sought reply from the

additional home secretary
on the request of Qaisara

Elahi, wife of former
Punjab chief
Chaudhry Parvez Elal

for a meeting with her
incarcerated hushand

Justice Raheel Kamran
on Monday heard the
petition and issued a
notice to the additional
home  secretary  and
ordered him to submit a
reply on Tuesday.

The justice remarked
that _detention is not a
punishment. The court
waould not allow the state
to usurp the rights of the
masses. State rules allow
meeting of family with a
person mJa\I

Justice” Kamran ques-
tioned the puhl.cym:ecur
tor how a m
wife her husband v»ou\d
endanger the govemment
The judge asked him to
review the rules

The public _ prosecutor
claimed thm the petitioner

did not a for a meet-
m%“ ||h wsband.
ate: he  court

adjourt nr:d the hearing for
Tuesday INP

time it was decided that an
selected for the caretaker

. P
Shehbaz Shanf in nmmumnun of the caretaker prime
mimister. INP

President accords
approval to four
different bills 2023

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Anf
Alvi on Monday accorded approval
to four different bills 2023 under
Article 75 of the Constitution.

The president approved National
Logistics Corporation Bill, 2023
which provided establishment of the
(‘ornnrannn said a press release by
Presidemt Secretariat Press Wing

Separately, the president also
approved Pakistan Air Safety
Investigation Bill, 2023. The objec-
tive of the legislation was to
improve investigations into air acei-
dents and travel mcidents

Similarly, approval was also
granted to Anti Money Laundering
and Counter Terror Financing Bllr
2023

Under the legislation, National
Anti Money Laundering and
Counter Financing of Terrorism
Authority would be established.

President Alvi also sanctioned his
Cuprmal to the Gun and Country

lub Bill, 2023. The legislation
would pave way for establishment
of Gun and (.oumry Club Islamabad
and 1ts management and arrange-
ments. INP

LAMABAD: Resident Representative UNDP Snmu:l Rizk calls on Federal

er for Economic Affairs and Pol

ical Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq.

10 accused held, huge
amount of drugs recovered

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Marcotics Farce
(ANF) during seven different opera-
tions across the country against drug
traffickers here Monday, arrested ten
accused and recovered 91 kg of drugs
from their possession.

According to an ANF Headquarters
spokesman, in an operalion near
Sangjani Toll Plaza, Tslamabad, ANF
nabbed an accused, a resident of
Mardan besides recovering 15.6 kg of
hashish from his possession

In anather operation, 1 kg of ice was
recovered from the possession of an
accused near Motorway Toll Plaza
Islamabad.

The accused, a resident of
Landikotal, was arrested from a passen-
ger bus,

In the third operation, Sindh Rangers
and ANF raided Gul Ahmed Colony
Karachi and seized 39.3 kg hashish and
12.7 kg opium from a house. Two
accused, residents of Swabi were
arrested

In the fourth operation, 10 kg heroin

was recovered from secret cavities of a
bus near Northern Bypass Karachi

During the operation, lwoe accused
residents of Turbat were netted.

The spokesman further informed that
in the fifth operation at Allama Igbal
International X\rpurl Lahore, 49 hero-
in-filled capsules were recovered from
the possession of 4 passenger

The accused, a resident of Sahiwal
was leaving for Mali by flight number

-609.

R-609.

Tn the sixth operation, 35 Tee-filled
capsules were recovered from a Doha-
bound passenger resident of Ha
and rounded up at Peshawar Airport.

The accused was going on ﬂ\gm
number PK-285. In the seventh opera-
tion, 12 kg of hashish was recovered
from the fuel tank of a Mehran car
intercepted on Ring Read Peshawar.

During the operation, two accused
residents of Swat and Charsadda were
ate cases have been reg-
the accused while fur-
ther i muesngauans are in process INP

PDMA issues alert for
increase in water level
in Punjab rivers

LAHORE The Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) of Punjab on Monday
issued an alert for continuous
increase in the water level in rivers
of the province.

According to the spokesperson of
PDMA, there is a low-level flood in
the Indus River at Tarbela and
Chashma

2,44,000 cusecs of water is pass-
ing from Tarbela. Inflow of water in
Chashma head is 2.71324 cusecs
and discharge is 2.56,124 cusecs. A
rise in water level has also been
recorded at
Mangla

A PDMA spokesperson said that
[here was a low level flood at Islam
Head in Sullg} River.

He said 62,751 cubic meters of

in Jhelum River

water was passing through the place
of Islam. The flow of water m the
river Ravi was normal. An increase
m water level was being seen in
ChenabRiver at Marala, Khanki and

Trimu.

According to PDI\M rains would
continue tll August 7 mn the upper
reaches of all major rivers. In the
second week of August rains are
likely to reduce, urban areas should
take precautionary measures against

s and monsoons.

In this regard. DG PDMA Imran
Qureshi said that citizens should
stay away from mud walls and muf\
during rains. He also asked people

to stay away from power lines and
poles. Qureshi said people should
avoid unnecessary travel near

rivers.INP




