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Effective representation of young women demanded in assemblies in Pakistan
Razzaq Sheikh:

Islamabad: Women parliamentary leaders belong-
ing to different political parties of Pakistan em-
phasized the need for effective representation of
young women in the national and four provincial
legislative assemblies and recommended increas-
ing the proportion of women in parliament and
issuing tickets to young girls on general seats.
They were addressing a national consultation on
women issues to mark the tenth anniversary of
the Forum for Dignity Initiatives, held under the
Cassini Daira program here on Tuesday.

The central vice president of the Pakistan
Muslim League -N and former Speaker
Balochistan. Rahila Hameed Khan Durani, former
opposition leader from MQM in Sindh Assembly,
Rana Ansar, former member of Pakistan people’s
Party in Punjab Assembly, Sania Kamran, former
member of Awami National Party in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Provincial Assembly, Shafuta Malik,

PT. Former member of IS Samira Shams, member of Karachi Metro Corpora-
tion Princess Rai were prominent among others who addressed the session.
The speakers said that 20% of women have played a very dynamic role in the
Parliament of Pakistan. “If the performance of the last five years is examined,
they said, it is revealed the national and in the four provincial assemblies, the
attendance of female assembly members and their interest in assembly busi-
ness was more than that of men. Women also enjoyed the privilege of ninety-
eight percent attendance in the National Assembly during five years, while
the approvals related to the protection of human rights, the role of women
was prominent in 29 laws”  The speakers further said that women have to
work ten percent more than men to advance in the political process and by
reaching the assemblies, women have practically proved that they have dili-
gently passed the law.  At the start of the program, FDI Pakistan Executive
Director Uzma Yaqoob highlighted the institution’s ten-year performance
and the effective participation of all marginalized sections, including young
women, in the democratic process.  She stressed the need to make the mea-
sures fruitful and in this context, it is necessary to add clauses with substan-
tial results to the basic manifesto of the political parties with the consensus
of the political parties. The host organization presented souvenirs and flow-
ers to the women parliamentary leaders who joined the program from across
the country.

Finance minister says economic situation ‘worse than
anticipated’, no fiscal space available for subsidies

6 member Balochistan cabinet sworn in
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In the sec-
ond phase, a six-mem-
ber  caretaker
Balochistan cabinet
was sw orn in on
Wednesday evening.
Governor Balochistan,
Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar administered
oath to the newly ap-
pointed caretaker
cabinet.

Chief Minis ter
Balochista n, Ali
Mardan Domki, pro-
vincial ministers, se-
nior offic ial s, and
people belonging to
various walks of life
also participated in the

ul Hassan, and  Sardar
Ejaz Jaffar.

The Chief Minister
awarded health portfo-
lio, Amanullah Kanrani,
law and parliamentary
affairs , Nawabzada
Jamal Raisani, sports
and youth affairs, Asif
ur Rehman, intra-pro-
vincial coordination,
Sheikh Mehmood ul
Hassan, local bodies and
rural development and
Sardar Ejaz Jaffar Jaffar
was awarded the port-
folio of population.

The number of
Balochistan caretaker
cabinet reached 11 with
the appointment of new
six members.

oath-taking ceremony.
The caretaker ministers include Nawabzada

Jamal Raisani, Dr. Amir Muhammad Khan
Jogezai, Amanullah Kanrani, Sheikh Mehmood

Firing on Sariab Road Quetta leaves a
police man dead

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Unknown
accused opened fire
and killed a policeman
on Sariab Road on
Wednesday morning.
Police sources said
the armed accused
opened fire and left a
police constable iden-
ti fied as Akhtar
Hussain. The attack-
ers managed to es-
cape unhurt from the
spot.

Police reached
the spot and started

an investigation into the incident. Police col-
lected evidence from the spot of the incident.

Police sources said
the police constable
was going to his home
after completing his
duty when attacked
on Sariab Road.

The dead body of
the policeman was
shifted to the civil hos-
pital Quetta. A large
number of people also
reached the civil hos-
pital after the incident.
Police sources termed
the incident as an act
of targeted killing in
the city.

Imran moves IHC against ATC judge’s appointment to special court hearing cipher case
ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Imran Khan on Wednes-
day approached the Islamabad High Court (IHC)
against the appointment of Judge  Abual Hasnat
Zulqarnain, an anti-terrorism court (ATC) judge, to
the special court that was recently established to hear
cases filed under the Official Secrets Act.

Earlier today, Judge Zulqarnain extended the PTI
chief’s remand in the cipher case till September 13.
The hearing was held in Attock Jail, where the former
premier is currently incarcerated in a graft case.

The developments come a day after the IHC sus-
pended the PTI chief’s three-year jail sentence in the
Toshakhana case, in which he was convicted on Au-
gust 5.

However, on the heels of the verdict suspension,
the special court had directed Attock jail authorities to
keep him in “judicial lockup” and produce him today
in connection with the cipher case.

The cipher case pertains to a diplomatic docu-
ment which reportedly went missing from Imran’s
possession. The PTI alleges that it contained a threat
from the United States to oust Imran from power.
Proceedings against Shah Mahmood Qureshi, the PTI
vice chairman and former foreign minister, are also un-
der way in the same case. A day ago, in a letter ad-
dressed to the Attock jail superintendent, a copy of

which is available with Dawn.com, was filed through PTI
lawyer Sher Afzal Marwat and named the state through
the law ministry secretary; the interior ministry secre-
tary; the FIA director general, the Islamabad chief com-
missioner, deputy commissioner and inspector general of
police; the Adiala and Attock jail superintendents; and
Judge Zulqarnain as respondents in the case.

The application also raised objections to  the law
ministry’s notification allowing the trial to be heard in
prison. It alleged that the special court judge was “lacking
the essential qualification” for the role, citing the qualifi-
cation of an ATC judge had been defined under section
13(2) of the Anti-Terrorism Act 1997.

“Therefore, reducing the rank and status of learned
administrative judge ATC 1, Islamabad to the status of a
magistrate is a mockery of the law and void-ab-initio,” it
added. It went on to state that an ATC judge was defined
under Sections 13 (establishment of ATC) and 14 (com-
position and appointment of presiding officers of ATCs)
of the ATA, according to which, the presiding judge of an
ATC, “under no stretch of imagination, could be a magis-
trate”. The petition further said that the appointment
was “contrary to law” and “void-ab-initio” as the special
court judge was not a magistrate under section 4(m-a) of
the CrPC, which defines a magistrate.

Detailing the grounds against the moving of the spe-

cial court to the Attock jail, the plea said the production
order issued by the judge was a “judicial order, which
has neither been recalled nor reviewed” by the court
concerned. It added that the respondents were not vested
with any such powers under section 9(2) (court of ses-
sion) of the CrPC. Citing the “security concerns” con-
veyed by the interior ministry, the petition argued that
the “respondents never considered” allowing Imran to
appear before any Islamabad court via video when he
had expressed similar concerns. “The claim in the name
of security is a farce, false and misguiding,” it asserted,
while also terming the notification “bereft of reasoning,
logic and non-speaking”. While stating that the “right to
fair trial, merit and justice and fair play demands” that
the trial be “held openly with access to all incendiary”,
the plea suggested that “if in any case, the respondents
wanted to hide things from the public, the in-camera
hearing trial of the petitioner” could be held at the court
building in the FJC. The petition further said that the
cipher case was at its pre-trial stage, at which the venue
of the trial could not be changed. It added that the law
ministry had no authority to extend its jurisdiction to
Punjab and determine a venue that does not lie within
the federal government’s administrative control. The
petition will be taken up for hearing by IHC Chief Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq tomorrow. News Desk.

which is available with Dawn.com, Judge Zulqarnain said
that Imran was “ordered for judicial remand in case FIR
mentioned above, who is already detained in district jail,
Attock”. Last night, a notification issued by the law min-
istry said the interior ministry had conveyed “security
concerns” to it in a letter and that the Law and Justice
Division had “no objection” to Imran’s trial in the cipher
case being held at Attock jail. Imran moved the IHC after
the hearing at Attock Jail today. The petition, a copy of
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ISLAMABAD: As the
country continues to brave
rising inflation, interim Fi-
nance Minister Shamshad
Akhtar  on Wednesday
warned that Pakistan’s eco-
nomic situation was “worse
than antic ipated” and the
government did not have
“fiscal space” to  provide
subsidies.

Her remarks , made
during a meeting of  the
Senate’s Standing Commit-
tee on Finance today, as-
serted that the interim set-
up had “inher ited” the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme, hence,
it was “non-negotiable”.

The finance minister’s
statement comes as Paki-
stan remains plagued by the
inflated cost of living, par-
ticularly exorbitant electric-
ity prices that have forced
res idents to take  to the
streets across the country.

So far, the caretaker
government has failed to
come up with any rel ief
measures as it tries to strike
a balance between avoiding
drawing the IMF’s ire and
causing more citizens to
blow a fuse.

In the cabinet meeting
presided over by Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar a day earlier, the
interim set-up expressed
helplessness on how to ad-
dress  the issue, even on
spreading electricity bills in
instalments unless the IMF
cleared it.

Later, interim Infor-
mation Minister Murtaza
Solangi, who didn’t imme-
diately hold a presser after
the cabinet’s meeting, told
a private TV channel that
the government was engag-

ing with the IMF regarding relief measures for electricity consumers and an announcement was expected soon. A
source privy to the meeting told Dawn that the cabinet noted that the interim set-up could not give any relief to
consumers, but it could allow breaking up the bills into four to six instalments. “Even in case of instalments, the
government will have to get prior permission from the IMF,” the source said.

Addressing a meeting of the Senate’s Standing Committee on Finance today, Akhtar said government institu-
tions were suffering “unbearable losses” and underscored the need to accelerate privatisation. According to the
finance minister, 70 per cent of Pakistan’s tax revenue was being spent on debt relief. Moreover, she said the rupee
was under pressure due to the dollar’s low inflows and high outflows.

“The next elected government would have to re-engage with independent power producers,” Akhtar stated. She
went on to say that if the IMF agreement was not implemented, the dollar inflow would stop and the economic
situation would worsen. But at the same time, the minister highlighted that measures other than the IMF programme
needed to be taken. “Unfortunately, we have done everything to weaken the economy,” she lamented, adding that the
Federal Board of Revenue’s revenue was low while the expenditure was high. The finance minister also debunked the
perception that the caretaker government had “unlimited powers”. “We have limited options and will work within
them,” she said. She further stated that the previous government had agreed on “adjustments” with the IMF and the
incumbent set-up could not do anything in this regard.

Akhtar added that the proposal to withdraw facilities for the privileged class was under consideration and a
briefing would be given to the committee on the economy after a week. Prior to the finance minister’s briefing, a
number of committee members raised concerns regarding rising dollar and sky-high electricity bills. PPP Senator
Sherry Rehman highlighted that there was a long list of taxes in power bills. News Desk.

Finance Minister Shamshad Akhtar on Wednesday warned that Pakistan’s economic situation.

COAS visits Tilla
Field Firing Range

near Jehlum
 News Desk:

ISLAMABAD: Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir,
the Chief of Army

set for the exercise
with a view to validate
operational readiness
of the formation in

 COAS praised
the troops for their
combat proficiency
and offensive spirit.

Staff (COAS) visited
Tilla Field Firing
Ranges near Jhelum
today. COAS wit-
nessed Field Fire and
Battle Drills.

On arr ival,
COAS was briefed
on training objectives

challenging environ-
ment.

COAS appreci-
ated the synergy dis-
played by Airforce,
Army Aviation and
ground troops in ex-
ecution of various op-
erational drills.

He also appreciated
high morale and battle
worthiness of the
troops.

Earlier on arrival,
COAS was received
by Lieutenant General
Syed Aamer Raza,
Commander 4 Corps.
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Game of words
By Maleeha Lodhi

Invisible heroes
By Aisha Khan

EVERY time there is a trag-
edy or a violent incident in
the country, the official re-
sponse is the same. First,
there is the usual round of
condemnations. Then there
is an expression of sympa-
thy for the victims, photo-
ops with them, and resolve
to deal ‘firmly’ with those
responsible for the atrocity.

But often words and
tweets are all that are  on
offer rather than tangible
actions to prevent the next
tragedy. Soon, the incident
is forgotten, and the gov-
ernment as well as the me-
dia move on. The underly-
ing problem responsible for
the tragedy is left to fester
and flare up again.

Consider the horren-
dous attack on the churches
and homes of the Christian
community in Jaranwala by
violent mobs. This was fol-
lowed by strong words and
calls for “inter-faith har-
mony” by government lead-
ers, an appearance by the
caretaker prime minister
and Punjab chief minister in
Jaranwala, and assurances
to track down and punish
the  perpe trators of the
rampage. Were any mean-
ingful actions taken to sig-
nal that the state will not
tolerate such behaviour,
whatever  its  mot ivation?
No. And not  for the first
time. Attacks on minorities
have continued with impu-
nity as the deterrent against
such attacks simply isn’t in
place. The guilty are rarely

caught or prosecuted, much
less punished. This is evi-
denced by the absence of
convictions in most previ-
ous incidents of violence
against minorities.

Moreover, there  is a
lack of protection for mi-
norities and their places of
worship, or efforts to calm
the situation when there is
a clear and present danger
to their safety. Beyond de-
livering homilies, govern-
ments do little to avert an-
other  at tack. Successive
governments have, in fact,
responded so  timidly to
violence  by religious ex-
tremists, that it has
unintendedly encouraged
rather than deterred them.

The reliance on words
rather than act ions is, of
course, not limited to offi-
cial reactions to tragedies
and violent events. It is per-
vasive in every area of gov-
ernment functioning and
has become a familiar prac-
tice among political leaders
and other managers of
state. Sermons are delivered
with tiresome frequency
and exhortations are issued
that urge people to do one
thing or  another. But the
surfeit of rhetoric hardly
obscures the lack of policy
and administrative actions
to  deal with the issue at
hand. Government leaders
announce goals  (‘we will
end violence’, ‘we will pro-
mote harmony’, ‘the rule of
law will be enforced’, and
so on) as if they are magi-

cally self-enforcing. Show-
casing intentions is deemed
sufficient to show they are
governing. Platitudes and
trite statements serve as
substitutes for policy mea-
sures. Nowhere is this more
telling than in the area of
economic governance. Here,
government rhetoric has
long clashed with grim real-
ity. It is one thing to try to
build confidence by offer-
ing a positive outlook. But
if  there is a yawning gap
between official claims and
on-ground reality, the effort
boomerangs. Also, goals are
stated without identifying
the means and strategy to
achieve them — ‘we will
increase exports’, ‘record
tax resources will be
mobilised’, ‘inflation will be
controlled’. Clichés are
stated as profound state-
ments of policy.

P r o n o un c e m e n t s
about attracting foreign di-
rect investment are a case
in point. New bodies are set
up with hyper  claims that
overseas  investors will
flock to the country. Inves-
tors are expected to respond
to official exhortations to
take advantage of opportu-
nities and rush forward.

Again, the disconnect
with reality is telling. There
has been a precipitous de-
cline in FDI in recent years.
Even the modest level of $2
billion in FY 2022 (0.4 per
cent of GDP) declined by
25pc in FY 2023. It is now
negligible as a consequence

of the macroeconomic cri-
sis and protracted political
uncertainty. Foreign invest-
ment flows to where the se-
curity situation is stable.
Investor interest also de-
pends  on the  quality of
available infrastructure and
reliability of power sup-
plies as well as certainty
about judicial enforcement
of rules. An unstable mac-
roeconomic environment is
an obvious impediment. So
is the absence of policy con-
tinuity and lack of consis-
tency in rules among prov-
inces. Significant inves t-
ment can hardly take place
when po licies lurch be-
tween liberal business mea-
sures and foreign exchange
restrictions, profit repatria-
tion curbs, and import con-
trols. Words and exhorta-
tions do not change this re-
ality. In some instances ,
words are used in a self-de-
lusionary way. Some min-
isters in the previous ruling
coalition made extravagant
claims in the last days of
the ir government about
‘trillions of dollars worth of
mineral deposits’ in the
country waiting to be ex-
ploited. When investment
in this sector hasn’t been
forthcoming for decades
and has still no t
materialised, it is mislead-
ing to  make such hyper-
bolic statements, especially
as there is a big difference
between theoretical/techni-
cal potential and economic
value.

IN a world where recogni-
tion of ten gravitates to-
wards the apex of power,
the unsung champions of
success remain hidden in
plain sight. These dedicated
individuals wield their skills
as the unseen cogs in the
machinery of achievement,
always first in the line of
confronting challenges and
last in receiving credit. While
headlines chronicle the tri-
umphs of a few, it is the
quiet dedication of the
many that propels victory
and makes success pos-
sible.
Mountain climbing serves
as a perfect analogy for talk-
ing about people who lead
from the back to make a
summit possible.

An expedition starts
with many people, includ-
ing porters and guides, but
as it advances, the support
circle narrows and centres
around persons with spe-
cific skillsets needed for
advancement. On reaching
the summit, the triumphant
mountaineer is hailed for his
achievement , but little
mention is made of the
names without whom the
win would not have been
possible.

The climate journey
of Pakistan is replete with
stories of contributions
made by people who have
worked silently from be-
hind the scenes to make
milestone moments pos-
sible, but who are not ad-
equately recognised.

Climate negotiations
provide a multilateral plat-
form where countries get the
opportunity to demon-
strate leadership capacity
for pitching creative ideas,
lobby for agendas  and
galvanise support for agree-
ment by consensus.

Seeing only through
the narrow lens of Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tions takes away from the
larger purpose of
convenings at multilateral
spaces. This is a platform
for debate, discussion, shar-
ing perspectives and steer-
ing the process forward.

This space was used
effect ively by Pakistan’s
Foreign Office in 1992 at the
Earth Summit in Rio to cre-
ate a niche role for itself by
drafting the language used
in the  Uni ted Nat ions
Framework Convention on
Climate Change. Over the
years, somehow the coun-
try ceded this space, mak-
ing its participation a token
presence with no meaning-
ful contribution in negotia-
tions. COP27 marked a
turning point, where a stra-
tegic plan to combine po-
lit ical frontloading sup-
ported by technical inter-
ventions created the perfect
mix that made  Loss  and
Damage possible. The
powerful duo of  former
minister Sherry Rehman
and Ambassador  Nabeel
Munir was supported by a
variety of sub-set groups
who worked tireless ly to

make the landmark L&D
outcome possible.

While the Ministry of
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental  Coordination
takes the lead at COP meet-
ings, Pakistani diplomats
play a pivotal role  at the
negotiations. Capitalising
on the  G77 plus  China
presidency, Pakistan re-
claimed lost space at
COP27 with its able lead-
ership and technical
backstopping.

Over the years, for a
variety of reasons, we have
fallen victim to the malaise
of maligning the country
and giving disproportionate
space to prophets of doom.
There is a mounting ten-
dency to see everything
through the lens of negativ-
ity, and negligence in shin-
ing light on achievements.
This constant self-flagella-
tion takes a toll on individual
morale and dissipates the
energy needed for promot-
ing excellence in work.

The climate journey is
difficult but not impossible
to navigate. Despair,
gloom, complaints and ac-
cusations are not going to
fix the problem, and will
certainly take away from
our resolve to find so lu-
tions. Moving forward will
require team work, a well-
thought-out strategy that
covers  all the important
bases, and actors to work
in unison. The appointment
of  Ambassador Munir as
chair  of the Subsidiary

Body for Implementation
should be seen as a recogni-
tion of his skills and used
for strategic planning. SBI
work has been at the heart
of implementation issues
under  the convention, the
Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agree-m-ent. Taking
a lead from this achieve-
ment, the Foreign Office
should use  it to promote
excellence and formalise the
structure of its negotiating
strategy by building a core
team for steering the agenda.

The Ministry of  Cli-
mate Change and Environ-
mental Coordination is ide-
ally positioned to improve
coordinated ac tions and
convenings among stake-
holders. The services of civil
society champions like
Kashmala Kakakhel , who
routinely provides advice
on climate finance, and
other actors should be used
for strengthening strategic
partnerships. Pakistan has
political commitment, able
negotiators, a vibrant civil
society and a cohort of ex-
perts, but lacks coordina-
tion. This communication
gap creates misunderstand-
ings and misplaced expec-
tations. It is time for Paki-
stan to build a team to carry
the climate agenda for land-
ing points. There are a vari-
ety of groups, each skilled
in their craft, who can serve
as critical parts of the whole
under an umbrella strategy
that covers negotiations at
COP and actions at home.

A box of gold bars
By Rafia Zakaria

EVERYBODY inside and
outside Russia knows that
standing up to Russian
President Vladimir Putin is
a risky mission. In the past
several years , especially
since  the war in Ukraine
began, Putin has only tight-
ened his iron grip. Little
news from the outside gets
in, and de trac tors like
Alexei Navalny are ban-
ished to labour camps. Get-
ting poisoned by radioac-
tive material is a real possi-
bili ty, and those charged
with doing the job think
nothing of taking materials
like this on to an aircraft full
of civilians. One exception
to this  rule has been the
mob boss Yevgeny
Prigozhin — the head of
the infamous Wagner mili-
tia. Prigozhin, a Russian
oligarch, was  the  com-
mander-in-chief of the
Wagner Group, a pro-Rus-
sian paramilitary mercenary
force that played a crucial
role in the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. It is believed
that some of the most in-
tense battles of the ongoing
war were fought between
soldiers of the  Wagner
Group and the Ukrainian
military. A few months ago,
however, much to
everybody’s surpr ise,
Prigozhin began a rebellion

against Putin, speaking out
against corruption among
the Russian president’s in-
ner circle and alleging that
the elite were engaging in
war profiteering at the ex-
pense of ordinary Russians.
He openly criticised
Putin’s efforts in Ukraine.

Then came the biggest
surprise of all. The mem-
bers of the Wagner militia
that had been fighting in
Ukraine suddenly turned
around and began to march
towards  Moscow.
Prigozhin said that he was
doing this because of  the
out-of-control corruption
in the war ministry and be-
cause the military leader-
ship in Moscow was cor-
rupt and making big blun-
ders for which the soldiers
had to pay with their lives.
This onward march led to
the ‘capture’ of the town
of Rostov-on-Don in Rus-
sia, and the force then be-
gan to advance towards
Moscow with the intent of
chal lenging the Russian
military leadership and,
obviously, Putin himself.

In the meantime, the
whole world watched with
trepidation to see if a Rus-
sian civil war would begin
as soon as the force reached
Moscow.The militia never
did reach Moscow. The day

after it reportedly seized
military sites in Rostov-on-
Don, the march was sud-
denly cal led off. News
emerged that the president
of  Belarus, a vassal state
supporting Russian efforts
in Ukraine, said that he had
brokered a truce between
Putin and Prigozhin. Ac-
cording to the terms of the
truce, the Wagner milit ia
would be  relocat ing to
Belarus. It was  assumed
that Prigozhin, as head of
the militia, would also be
relocating to Belarus. The
many charges agains t
Prigozhin, including trea-
son, were not dropped.

Nobody saw anything
of Prigozhin in the weeks
after the truce. This was
unsurprising, since taking
on Putin meant inviting cer-
tain death, even if a truce
had been reached to provide
a cover story. Last month,
Prigozhin told his Wagner
militia that they should pre-
pare for a new journey to
Africa. This was interest-
ing. Members of the Wagner
militia guarded gold mines
in Africa. Now, Prigozhin
would be going for a tour of
the continent , where he
would meet several African
leaders. Along with
Prigozhin would be the top
commanders of the Wagner

militia. Everyone would be
on the two private jets that
Prigozhin owned. Any-
body would pause at this
po int in the story. One
might consider whether it
would be a good decision
to get on a plane so soon
after thumbing your nose
at those in charge of the
Ukraine invasion project.
Planes have been the venue
of much Russian intrigue —
from polonium poisoning
to the crash of a Malaysian
airliner that was widely at-
tr ibuted to Russian-con-
trolled forces, but which
Moscow denied.

Yet, Prigozhin decided
to take his trip to Africa.
One of the reasons he was
going over there was to sal-
vage his reputation, which
had suffered owing to his
misguided attempt  at  a
mutiny. He installed him-
self at the presidential pal-
ace in the Central African
Republ ic as  a guest of
President  Faustin
Touadéra. About  6,000
members of the Wagner
militia are deployed outside
Russia, including in Africa.
At the palace, Prigozhin
reportedly talked with the
owners and representatives
of var ious  go ld mines,
which were protec ted by
guards be longing to  the

Wagner militia. “I need
more gold,” he is reported
to have said to the
Sudanese. Within days, he
received a box of gold bars
from a mine protected by
Wagner personnel. If there
is  anything that despot ic
leaders and oligarchs need
to be wary of , it is boxes
full of yellow things loaded
on to an aircraft. Prigozhin
and his team, along with the
box of gold bars, embarked
on the plane. Half the team
went on Prigozhin’s plane
and the other half on an-
other jet. This was to be the
end of Prigozhin. En route
to Russia (where he had, in-
explicably, continued to
live)  an explosion caused
the aircraft to crash. Natu-
ral ly, a story already
steeped in betrayal, contro-
versy and surrept itious
deals would breed many
conspiracy theories. In the
hours after the explosion
and crash, some began to
allege that Prigozhin was
not on the plane at all, and
that this had been a clever
ruse to allow him to evade
Putin’s clutches. But soon,
however, the Russian au-
thorities said that that DNA
gathered from the  site
matched that of the  10
people who were known to
have been on the plane.

The gathering storm
By Zahid Hussain

INFLATED electricity bills
in the country have trig-
gered an eruption of public
indignation that had been
simmering for long. Discon-
tent over the escalating cost
of living has now exploded
into mass protests. The un-
bearable hike in electricity
rates seems to be the pro-
verbial last straw.

Angry protesters  are
now out  on the streets,
threatening to bring down
the edifice of the state. It is
now left to a hybridised in-
terim administration to face
the public’s wrath. Stuck
between the IMF deal and
growing unrest in the coun-
try, the options for the care-
taker se t-up are limited.
The crisis over excessively
priced electricity indicates
a structural problem that
has been aggravated by
flawed policies pursued by
successive governments
over the  past several
decades .A patch-up job
will no t he lp resolve a
chronic problem that re-
quires  massive systemic
reforms. And that is beyond
the capacity of a short-term
interim arrangement led by
a novice who  has appar-
ently been imposed by the
secur ity establishment .
The multiple taxes and sur-
charges included in the elec-
tricity bills are nothing less
than extort ion by a state
unable to collect taxes from
the politically powerful
landed and business classes.
The burden has shifted to
the  already overtaxed
middle and lower middle
classes.

What has made the
situation extremely com-
bustible  is  the prevailing
political uncertainty. The
spontaneous outburst  of
public anger has all the po-

tential of turning into a mass
movement against the exist-
ing system. You just have
to listen to the chants  of
protesters against the privi-
leged power elite. Events
like this could easily ignite
a prairie fire engulfing the
entire system. The ongoing
publ ic protests have
brought to the surface con-
tradictions embedded in the
existing power  structure.
They have also deepened
the predicament of politi-
cal parties that were part of
the former ruling coalition.
The alliance bears much
blame for the worsening
economic crisis. The disas-
trous policies of the Dar
period may not have been
solely responsible for the
economic downslide but
they are just as much to
blame as the approach of
previous  dispensat ions .
The situation has posed a
huge dilemma for the PML-
N, with elections approach-
ing. It will be hard for the
party to go to the polls with
such a liability. The optics
of the former prime minis-
ter and his finance minister
arriving in London for con-
sultations with the supreme
leader were hardly comfort-
ing for party suppor ters
and voters. The party is at
a loss as to how to react to
the public protests, particu-
larly in its former strong-
hold of  Punjab, just two
weeks after its government
ended. It is apparent that
the decision to include ex-
cessive taxes in the electric-
ity bill  was taken by the
PML-N-led government
and certainly not by the
caretaker administration.
While exempting the retail-
ers and thriving real estate
businesses, the former fi-
nance minister conveniently

shifted the burden to the
common people. It is a lame
excuse that it was neces-
sary to  meet IMF condi-
tionalities. The fiscal gap
could have been bridged by
removing those exemptions
as per the requirement of
the IMF rather than fleec-
ing the public. With little
to show for its performance
during its 16-month rule,
and now with stree t pro-
tes ts breaking out, it is
hardly surprising that the
PML-N favours an exten-
sion in the election date, as
suggested by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) in order to complete
the del imitation process
required under the recently
concluded population cen-
sus. Given this uncertainty
and the prevailing confu-
sion in party ranks, it is
hardly surpr ising that
Nawaz Sharif has yet again
delayed his  return to the
country. He is now ex-
pected to come back in
mid-October.

Meanwhile, differ-
ences within the former
ruling alliance over the elec-
tion timeframe have become
sharper, with the PPP tak-
ing an obvious U-turn and
demanding that elections be
he ld within 90 days  as
stipulated in the Constitu-
tion. It  seems that the
PPP’s changed position on
the election timeframe is
for reasons of expediency,
as the party doesn’t want
any delimitation of  con-
st ituencies  in Sindh that
could result in an increase
in National Assembly seats
in Karachi at the expense
of the rural areas. The is-
sue has become more con-
tentious with the MQM
now siding with the PML-
N over the delay.

Meanwhile, the Paki-
stan Bar Council, too, has
demanded that polls be held
within 90 days. However,
it seems highly improbable
that the ECP will change its
plan and agree to hold elec-
tions on the basis of the old
population count. It may
lead to  yet  another court
battle, deepening the politi-
cal turmoil. Growing pub-
lic unrest over inflation has
simply added to  the mul-
tiple challenges the state
confronts. The public out-
rage over inflated electric-
ity bills is just a symptom
of a much deeper problem.
The escalating cost of liv-
ing has pushed millions of
more people below the pov-
erty line and massively in-
creased the ranks of the un-
employed. The worsening
state of the economy and
growing political instability
have also put our national
security at risk. It is  per-
haps one of the most seri-
ous situations the country
has faced in recent times.
The prospect of a nuclear-
armed nat ion collaps ing
under its  own contradic-
tions is frightening. But the
powers that be seem com-
pletely oblivious of the gath-
ering storm. They remain
occupied with their own
agenda. While the country
is imploding, the security
agencies have apparently
intensified the crackdown
against the opposition, fur-
ther destabilising the politi-
cal situation. Recent draco-
nian laws are now being
used with impunity against
everyone  who dares to
speak out. It is perhaps un-
precedented in Pakistan’s
history that so many
women are being kept in
detention, most of  them
without any charge.

The hardest hit
By Abdullah Fadil

AS monsoon rains bear
down on  Pakistan,
children’s vulnerability
to climate change and
extreme weather again
comes to the fore. Sea-
sonal rains have already
wreaked havoc, displac-
ing communities, dam-
aging homes and vital in-
frastructure, and claim-
ing the lives of at least
211 people, including 87
children. Tens of thou-
sands of people are cur-
rently affected by floods
in Punjab. Extreme
weather events are be-
coming more frequent
and destructive. All too
often, it is children who
pay the heaviest price.

The  sca le of last
year’s floods was unlike
anything witnessed be-
fore. One third of the
country was under wa-
ter, 33 million people af-
fected, over 1,700 lives
lost. Homes, livelihoods,
fu ture  hopes and
dreams, wiped out in a
flash. We cannot let this
happen again. Pakistan
is a known climate
hotspot, suffering from
floods, heatwaves and
droughts that directly
threaten families and live-
lihoods. It is only a mat-
ter of time before another
large-scale climate disas-
ter strikes.

While Pakistan can-
not alter the course of
climate change alone,
there is a clear need to
invest in its children to-
day to red-uce their vul-
nerability to c limate
change in the  future.
Last year’s floods made
pre-existing inequities

and deprivations pain-
fully obvious: it is the
poorest, most vulnerable
girls, boys and women
living in underserved ar-
eas who are bearing the
brunt of climate change.
What little they had was
washed away, and ac-
cess to essential services
was severed or dis-
rupted.

Many of the hard-
est-hit districts were al-
ready among the most
vulnerable in Pakistan.
One- third of children
aged five to 16 years
were out of school. The
floods damaged or de-
stroyed 30,000 schools,
locking an additional
3. 5m children out of
learning. We know from
experience  that the
longer children remain
out of school, the less
likely they are to return,
exposing them to protec-
tion risks such as child
labour and child mar-
riage. As part of its flood
response, Unicef is pro-
viding education  sup-
port for 258,000 children,
but this is a drop in the
ocean compared to the
needs.

Pakistan’s looming
nutrition crisis has wors-
ened with the floods,
bringing immediate and
long-term consequences
for children’s survival
and well-being. Around
1.5m children in flood-
affected areas are se-
verely malnourished, the
most life-threa tening
form of malnutrition.
Low-birthweight babies
continue to be born to
mothers who themselves

are malnourished. This
robs Pakistan of human
potential and capital that
can  help dr ive its
economy forward: mal-
nutrition results in a loss
of three per cent in na-
tional GDP.

As Pakistan under-
goes a period of political
transition, nutrition and
education must remain
national priorities while
flood recovery and reha-
bilitation continue. Paki-
stan has a window of
opportunity to make
critical investments in
climate-resilient infra-
structure and resilient
services that bridge eq-
uity gaps and reach chil-
dren, mothers and fami-
lies in underserved areas.
This is vital for not only
education and nutrition,
but also health, protec-
tion, water, hygiene and
sanitat ion.  Sadly, the
children affected by the
floods in 2010 are again
bearing the brunt of last
year’s devastation. With-
out real change and so-
cietal transformation, the
future for children in af-
fec ted communit ies
looks bleak. Poverty has
increased after the
floods, further perpetu-
ating the cycle  of
intergenerational pov-
erty, increasing inequal-
ity and worsening out-
comes. Last year ’s cli-
mate devastation was a
wake-up ca ll for the
world. With  the r ight
choices and inves t-
ments, Pakistan can be-
come a global leader on
climate change  solu-
tions.  This requires

urg-ently addressing the
underlying so--cial ineq-
uities and deprivations
negl-ected for far too
long.

The ac tion must
start at home, with gov-
ernments at the national
and  provinc ial leve ls
leading the way.  The
whole of society must
contribute and play a
pivotal role, including
the private sector, phi-
lanthropists, civil soci-
ety and communities.
With Pakistan’s house in
order, efforts exerted and
exhausted, the global
community will have no
option but to take its own
moral and ethical respon-
sibilities and make good
on commitments to sup-
port Pakistan. There is
no time to lose. The care-
taker government and
the expected incoming
elected  government
must prioritise sound fis-
cal policies, such as
broadening the tax base
and public financing for
children. This will lead to
the  economic ga ins
needed to address
chronic malnutrition and
increase access to qual-
ity education. Unicef is
committed to supporting
the government of Paki-
stan to strengthen and
expand essentia l se r-
vices for children and
families and build back
resilient systems. With-
out immediate action,
vulnerability to climate
shocks will only inten-
sify, and children and the
poorest communities will
continue to suffer the
most.

Issue of governance in Balochistan
 Editorial :

Bad governance has always been the main obstacle in the way of a developed and
prosperous Balochistan. Meager resources  coupled with a lack of transparency in
utilization of funds further complicate the endeavor for a prosperous Balochistan.

The issue of bad governance also echoed during the proceedings of a constitutional
petition in the Balochistan High Court (BHC). A division bench of the BHC compris-
ing Mr. Justice Kamran Khan Malakhail and Mr. Justice Rozi Khan Bareech dismayed
over the performance of the chief civilian officer of Balochistan.

The bench remarked that the poor performance of the Chief Secretary Balochistan,
Captain (R) Fazeel Asghar shattered and deteriorated the governance in the province.
This is perhaps for the first time that the court has passed such harsh remarks against
a CS.

Bench shows displeasure over violation of building code in Quetta
The bench has also shown displeasure over violation of building code in Quetta

city, the issue of traffic jam, and a number of other issues. The English colonial rulers
had introduced a specific building code in 1937 after the deadliest earthquake of 1935.

The city razed to the ground within 30 seconds. The main reason behind the
building code was to avoid human loss in the case of another earthquake.

For some time, the governments ensured the implementation of the building code.
However, that is no more the case now. Currently, over 300 buildings constructed in
Quetta city in clear violation of the building code. The bench also directed the con-
cerned quarters to ensure the implementation of the building code in Quetta.

All roads lead toward governance
When we discuss all these issues. All roads lead towards governance. Only good

governance can ensure the implementation of orders passed by honorable courts. The
question arises that why the bench lost its confidence in the administrative civilian set
up and passed such harsh remarks.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan has repeatedly spoken about ensur-
ing good governance in the province. Although, positive strides made in some areas.
However, his words are yet to be translated into action when it comes to ensuring good
governance in the province. The province has great potential and resources to play role
in the development and prosperity of entire country. Nonetheless, it is still lagging
behind other provinces in terms of key social indicators. Political committment com-
bined with political vision can bring Balochistan out of the prevailing governance crisis.
Only then, the province can come at par with other developed parts of the country.

The ruling coaltion needs to review its strategy and ensure good governance to
address the issue of law and order, poverty, unemployement and development.
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Five kil led, six

injured in trailer-
van collision

RAWALPINDI, Aug 29
(INP):  Five people were
killed and six others injured
in a horrific road accident
in Rawalpindi on Tuesday,
rescuers and police said.

A trailer collided with
a van near Old Toll Plaza in
T-Chowk area. The dead
and the injured were shifted
to a nearby hospital for
treatment, said the rescue
officials.

The deceased included
four men and a woman.
Four women and two men
also sustained injuries in the
accident. Over speeding is
said to be the cause of the
fatal accident.

Neurosurgeon removes worm
from Australian woman's brain

Soaring energy prices threaten Pakistan's
manufacturing and export sectors

SIALKOT (INP): Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) President Abdul Ghafoor Malik has warned
that soaring energy prices are threatening Pakistan's manufacturing and export sectors. In a statement on Tuesday,
Malik said that the recent surge in energy prices, as evidenced by the issuance of electricity bills with an alarming hike
of up to 80 to 100%, was a substantial setback for the manufacturing cum export sector of the nation. He said that
the substantial increase in the electricity component within the manufacturing cost, effectively doubling the burden,
would place exporters at a disadvantage amidst intense international competition. Malik expressed his grave con-
cerns, saying that the skyrocketing energy costs had made it arduous for exporters to maintain their competitive edge
and sustain international commitments. He also expressed apprehensions about the potential cancellation of orders
and the subsequent implications on exporters' capacity to meet their international obligations. Malik urged Prime
Minister of Pakistan Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar to take immediate cognizance of the situation and provide urgent relief for
the export sector through the re-introduction of Regionally Competitive Energy Tariffs tailored specifically for the
five crucial export-oriented sectors. He said that the re-introduction of Regionally Competitive Energy Tariffs was
not just a necessity; it was a lifeline for the industry, exports, and the collective economic future of the nation. The
SCCI President's warning comes at a time when Pakistan is facing a number of economic challenges, including a
widening trade deficit, rising inflation, and a depreciating currency. The government has taken a number of measures
to address these challenges, including devaluing the currency, raising interest rates, and imposing import restrictions.
However, it remains to be seen whether these measures will be enough to prevent the economy from further decline.

Sudan army chief heads to Egypt
on first trip abroad since conflict

University of North Caro-
lina faculty member killed

in campus shooting

FIA Interpol nabs wanted
suspect from Riyadh

PIAF warns govt to join
protests if increase in
power tariff not withdrawn

PEW opposes immediate
privatization of power
distribution companies

Robber killed,
shopkeeper

injured in fire
exchange

LAHORE  (INP): A robber
was killed and shopkeeper
injured in fire exchange dur-
ing robbery attempt in a
shop, police said on Tues-
day.

According to details,
two veiled robbers barged
into  a shop in Islampura
area of Lahore and at-
tempted robbery.

An exchange of  fire
took place in which one rob-
ber was killed while other
managed to escape. Shop-
keeper Umar Jamal was also
injured in firing of the rob-
bers.

The body of ki lled
robber and injured shop-
keeper were shifted to hos-
pital.

DIG Operation, SSP
Tauqeer Naeem and Addi-
tional SP City Selman Zafar
also reached the scene of
crime.

ICCPO conducts
online open forum

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer (ICCPO) Dr
Akbar Nasir Khan orga-
nized an online open forum,
providing residents with
direct access to senior po-
lice officials and ensure the
resolution of public prob-
lems.

During this interactive
session, ICCPO Dr Akbar
Nasir Khan personally ad-
dressed public inquiries
while AIG (Operat ions)
Saud Khan was also in at-
tendance.

Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan
attentively listened to call-
ers' concerns and promptly
directed relevant officers to
find immediate solutions.
Many of the issues raised
by the callers were of a per-
sonal nature and related to
police station matters.

Bushra Bibi gets bail
in Toshakhana case

One killed in
road accident
SARGODHA  (INP): A
man was killed in a van-
truck collision on
Kotmomin-Sargodha road
on Tuesday.

The deceased was
identified as Akhtar Ali, 44,
a resident of Noori Manika
area. He was travel ing to
Sargodha from Kotmomin
on his van when a speeding
truck collided with the ve-
hicle.

The accident comes at
a time when road accidents
are on the rise in Pakistan.
According to a recent re-
port by the National High-
ways and Motorway Po-
lice, over 12,000 people
were killed in road accidents
in Pakistan in 2022.

Lawyer shot dead,
protest  held

against incident
SARGODHA (INP): Uni-
dent ified armed men
gunned down a lawyer here
on Tuesday. Lawyer com-
munity held protest dem-
onstration against the inci-
dent.

According to details,
unknown miscreants
sprayed vehicle of  Advo-
cate Chaudhary Anwar Ad-
vocate near Salam area of
Sargodha while he was on
his way to Bhalwal.

As a result of firing,
Chaudhary Anwar Advo-
cate was killed on the spot
and attackers fled the scene.
The body was  shifted to
hospital for postmortem.

CANBERRA (INP):  A
wriggling worm has been
plucked from the brain of
an Australian women by a
neurosurgeon who was in-
vest igating her mystery
symptoms. Surgeon Hari
Priya Bandi was perform-
ing a biopsy through a hole
in the 64-year-old patient’s
skull at Canberra Hospital
last year when she used for-
ceps to  pull out the para-
site, which measured 8 cen-
timeters, or 3 inches.

“I just thought: ‘What
is that? It doesn’t make any
sense . But it’s alive and
moving,’” Bandi  was
quoted Tuesday. “It contin-
ued to move with vigor. We
all  felt a bit sick,” Bandi
added of her operat ing
team.

The creature was the
larva of  an Australian na-
tive roundworm not previ-
ously known to be a human
paras ite, named
Ophidascaris robertsi. The
worms are commonly
found in carpet pythons.
Bandi and Canberra infec-
tious diseases  physician
Sanjaya Senanayake are au-

thors of an article about the
extraordinary medical case
published in the latest edi-
tion of the journal Emerg-
ing Infectious Diseases.

Senanayake said he
was on duty at the hospital
in June last year when the
worm was found.

“I got a call  saying:
‘We’ve got  a patient with
an infection problem.
We’ve just removed a live
worm from this patient’s
brain,’” Senanayake told
Australian Broadcasting
Corp.

The woman had been
admitted to the hospital af-
ter experiencing forgetful-
ness and worsening depres-
sion over three months.
Scans showed changes  in
her brain.

A year earlier, she had
been admitted to her local
hospital in southeast New
South Wales state with
symptoms including ab-
dominal pain, diarrhea, a
dry cough and night
sweats.

Senanayake said the
brain biopsy was expected
to reveal a cancer or an ab-

scess.
“This patient had been

treated ... for what was a
mystery il lness  that we
thought ultimately was a
immunological condition
because we hadn’t been able
to find a parasite before and
then out of nowhere, this
big lump appeared in the
frontal part of her brain,”
Senanayake said.

“Suddenly, with her
(Bandi’s) forceps, she’s
picking up this thing that’s
wriggling. She and everyone
in that operating theater
were absolutely stunned,”
Senanayake added.

The worms’ eggs are
commonly shed in snake
droppings which are eaten
by small mammals. The life
cycle continues  as other
snakes eat the mammals.

The woman lives near
a carpet python habitat and
forages for native vegetation
called warrigal greens to
cook. While she had no di-
rect contact with snakes,
scientists hypothesize that
she  consumed the eggs
from the vegetation or her
contaminated hands.

KARACHI  (INP):  Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA) Interpo l Pakistan
with the  assistance of
Interpol Saudi Arabia  has
successfully apprehended
the  wanted suspect,
Qurban Ali, from Riyadh,

ARY News reported on
Tuesday. According to the
details, Interpol Pakistan
apprehended the accused
Qurban Ali in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, and later on trans-
ferred him to Islamabad In-
ternational Airport.

As per the Interpol
spokesperson’s statement,
the apprehended suspec t
was wanted by the Punjab
Police, and a case had been
registered against him in
Faisalabad for multiple
counts.

LAHORE (INP): Chairman
Pakistan Industrial  and
Traders Associations Front
(PIAF) Fahimur Rahman
Saigol has said that the as-
sociation will carry on its
commitment of raising the
voice of the business com-
munity.

While addressing the
reception organized by the
representatives of Dispos-
able Packaging Association
on Tuesday, he  said that
traders are the backbone of
the economy and the care-
taker government should
take immediate steps to re-
duce electricity rates oth-
erwise the Piaf will also join
the protest movement.

He said the govern-
ment should reframe the
policies in consul tation
with the relevant stakehold-
ers and the issues of the
business community
should be resolved imme-
diately.

Fahimur  Rahman
Sehgal said that the busi-
ness community along with
PIAF is  strengthened by
joining various business or-
ganizat ions in PIAF. On
this occasion, along with
Disposable Packaging As-
sociation, trade organiza-
tions of Science Market,
Abakari Road and Anarkali
Market along with their of-
ficials along with hundreds
of members announced their
affiliation with PIAF in the
presence of the  media.
President  FPCCI Irfan
Iqbal Shaikh, former presi-
dents Muhammad Ali Mian
Abuzar Shad, Senior Vice
Chairman Nasrul lah
Mughal , Vice Chairman
Tahir Manzoor Chaudhary,
Senior Vice President
Lahore Chamber Zafar
Mahmuru and others vis-
ited Abkari Road, Science

Marke t, Anarkali, Urdu
Bazar  and Hundreds  of
traders from adjacent mar-
kets  were welcomed and
congratulated for joining the
PIAF.

On this occas ion,
Mian Anjum Nisar, Fahimur
Rehman Sehgal and others
said that the daily joining
of various parties in PIAF
is a proof of the effective-
ness of PIAF for business-
men. Piaf is the power of
businessmen and the voice
of  businessmen who has
been advocating for the
rights of businessmen and
solving their  problems at
every forum. For the last
26  years, PIAF has been
advocating for the business
community no t only in
Lahore but also at the Paki-
stan level from the platform
of Federation of Pakistan
Chambers.

The host Ahsan
Mahmood and Asim
Mahmood, Naeem Khan
thanked the PIAF leaders
for the honor and said that
they will  leave no stone
unturned to serve the trad-
ers and transporters along
with the PIAF family.

In addition to PIAF
senior leaders, Malik
Muhammad Khalid and
PIAF executive committee
member Khalid Parvez,
Mian Muhammad Nawaz,
She ikh Abdul  Manan,
Mudassar Masood, Malik
Ahad Amin, Mian Khurram
Ilyas, Malik Nadeem,
Anees Arshad, Naeem
Hanif, Zeeshan Sohail
Malik. Sajjad Afzal Sheikh,
Umar Sarfraz Sheikh, Rana
Muhammad Nadeem
Abbas , She ikh Fayyaz,
Rana Kashif, Abdul Hafeez
Asim from Abkari Road
Science Market along with
his officials

US dollar reaches
new heights against
Pakistani rupee

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The US dollar’s relentless
surge against the Pakistani
rupee shows no signs of
abating, reaching record
highs in both the interbank
and open markets on the
second day of the business
week.  According to de-
tails, the dollar ’s value
climbed by an additional
75 paisas in the interbank
marke t, settling at  an
alarming 302.75 rupees.
In the open market , the
dollar remains at a historic
level of Rs316. Within a
mere two weeks, the US
dollar has appreciated by
a staggering 13 rupees in
the interbank market and
20 rupees  in the  open
market. On Monday, the
rupee concluded the day
at an all-time low against
the US dollar, closing at
302.

KHARTOUM (INP):
Sudan's army chief Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan departed
Tuesday on a flight to
Egypt  for his first trip
abroad since fighting began
with paramilitaries in April,
the country's ruling Sover-
eign Council said.

General Burhan would
hold talks with Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi "on the latest develop-
ments in Sudan and bilat-
eral ties between the two
countries", the council said
in a statement. Burhan, who
heads the council, was ac-
companied by intelligence
chief Ahmad Ibrahim
Muffadal and interim for-
eign minister Ali al-Sadeq,
it added.

The war be tween
Burhan and his former
deputy turned rival
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo,
who commands the para-
military Rapid Support
Forces  (RSF), has raged
since April 15. It has spread
from Khartoum and the
western region of Darfur to
Kordofan and Jazira state,
killing thousands and forc-
ing mill ions to flee their
homes. For months, the
RSF had besieged Burhan
inside military headquarters
in Khartoum, but last week
the army chief made his
first public foray outside
the compound to  review
troops in parts of the war-
scarred country.

On Monday he was in

the Red Sea city of  Port
Sudan where he made a fi-
ery address to troops ,
vowing to  fight the RSF
who he branded mercenar-
ies to "end the rebellion".
"We are mobilising every-
where to defeat this rebel-
lion, defeat this treason, by
these mercenaries who
come from all over the
world," Burhan told cheer-
ing troops.

"There is no time for
discussion now. We are con-
centrating all our efforts on
the war, to put an end to
the rebellion," he said. His
comments came a day after
Daglo released a statement
detailing a 10-point "vi-
sion" to end the war and
build "a new state".

WASHINGTON  (INP): A
faculty member at the Uni-
versi ty of North Carolina
was shot dead in a shooting
on campus, of ficials said,
adding a suspec t was ar-
rested and the threat was
cleared by late afternoon.
"I'm devastated the UNC
(University of North Caro-
lina) community lost a fac-
ulty member in an act  of
violence on campus," the
institution's chancellor,
Kevin Guskiewicz, said in
a statement.

Police were notified of
shots be ing fired at  the
Chapel Hill, North Caro-
lina, campus early Monday
afternoon, the chancellor

said. He added the suspect
was apprehended and taken
into custody.

Police issued an "all
clear" for the  campus
around two hours later and
said there was no further
immediate threat. During
the stand-off, there  was
heavy po lice presence
around the campus, media
footage from the scene
showed. Police had earlier
released the male suspect's
image on X, formerly called
Twitter, when he was not
ye t in cus tody and de-
scribed him as a "person of
interest in today's armed
and dangerous person situ-
ation."

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
accountability cour t in
Islamabad on Tuesday ap-
proved the  bail plea of
Bushra Bibi, the wife of
former prime minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman in the
Toshakhana case till Sep-
tember 12.

Ac judge Abul Hasnat
Muhammad Zulaqrnain
heard the case and granted
bail to Bushra Bibi till Sep-
tember 12 in the
Toshakhana case . Bushra
Bibi’s bail was accepted
against surety bonds worth
Rs500,000.

The ex-first lady has
been accused of keeping a
locket, chain, earrings, two
rings and bracelet from the
Toshakhana gifts. She is also
accused of  keeping gold,
diamond, necklace, bracelet,
as well as gold and diamond
rings, earrings and bracelet.

The NAB has main-
tained that the gifts were

no t submitted to the
Toshakhana to calculate
the ir pr ices. The
Toshakhana issue became a
major sticking point in na-
tional politics after the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan disqualif ied the PTI
chief for making “false
statements and incorrect
declaration”.

The reference, which
alleges that Imran failed to
share details of the gifts he
retained from the
Toshaskhana (during his
time as the prime minister)
was

filed by lawmakers
from the ruling coalition last
year.

The judgement added
that the former premier was
found to be indulged in cor-
rupt practices under sec-
tions 167 and 173 of  the
const itution. “A criminal
proceeding will be initiated
against  him over filing a
false statement.

LAHORE  (INP): Chair-
man of Pakistan Economy
Watch Brigadier  (Retd)
Muhammad Aslam Khan
said on Tuesday that elec-
tricity distribution compa-
nies should not be immedi-
ately privatised by taking
advantage of the chaos in
the country on the issue of
electricity bills.

The prac tice of re-
peating failed experiments
should be abandoned, as it
may be in the interests of
influential elites, but it is
against the country's inter-
ests, he said. In a statement
issued here, Aslam Khan
said that before the
privatisation of discos, the
masses should know how
much relief they have got-
ten since Karachi Electric
Supply Corporat ion
(KESC) was sold in 2005.

He said that if
privatisation of  (KESC)
failed and the experiment
with IPPs didn’t  work,
how can privatisation of
discos  succeed in such a
scenario? He said that some
private power producers
are earning trillions of ru-

pees with the help of a few
top politicians and bureau-
crats. This plunder of  re-
sources has been going on
for years, which has
squeezed the people and
the business community.

During the investiga-
tion against  some power
producers, trillions of ru-
pees of thefts, billions of
rupees of corruption, and
money laundering charges
have been proved, but cases
have not been registered
against the offenders, he
added. He said that efforts
to recover stolen finds from
power producers were
stopped, and those who
unearthed the  scam and
proved corruption were
fired from their jobs, after
which the officers of any
organisation did not have
the courage to lay hands on
the white-collar criminals
running corrupt IPPs. De-
spite this looting coming to
the limelight, this sector re-
mains a favourite of  top
politicians and bureaucrats,
which has ruined the
country's economy, he
added.

Pakistan expresses inter-
est in joining World Ca-
nal Cities Organization

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has expressed
its deep interest in join-
ing World Canal Cities
Organization.

Pakistani Ambas-
sador to China, Moin
ul Haque attended the
opening ceremony of
the World Canal Cities
Forum held in
Yangzhou, J iangsu,
China, and showed in-
terest in joining the or-
ganization to promote
bilateral cooperation.

Speaking at the
Opening Ceremony of
World Canal Cities Fo-
rum, the Ambassador
underlined the role of
canals as conduits of
commerce, culture
and connectivity.

Express ing his
sentiments about the
scenic landscapes and
ri ch culture of
Yangzhou, he ac-
knowledged the his-
toric importance of
Yangzhou as a major
city along the Grand
Canal.

According to
Gwadar Pro, the Am-

bassador also briefed
the audience on
Pakistan’s canal sys-
tem along the Indus
River,  which w as
among the largest in
the world irrigating
over 48 million acres.

He also expressed
Pakistan’s interest in
joining the World Ca-
nal Cities Organization
headquarte red in
Yangzhou.

The Ambassador
expressed his deep ad-
miration for the devel-
opmental strengths of
Yangzhou and high-
lighted his desire for
learning from the Chi-
nese developmental
model, which had im-
proved the lifestyles of
the Chinese people
starting from grassroot
level.

Recalling the al-
ready existing sister-
province relationship
between Jiangsu and
Punjab, he underlined
the need for practical
and result-oriented sis-
ter city relationship
with Yangzhou.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti in a meeting with visiting Saudi Delegation.

ISLAMABAD: Jamal Shah, Interim Federal Minister for National Heri-
tage and Culture visiting Aiwan-e-Quaid Building at Fatima Jinnah Park.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi giving away recogni-
tion shields to the high achievers of the Huawei ICT Compe-
tition 2022-23, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Employee’s of Metropolitan Corporation
hold protest at Manan Chowk.
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Not possible to run industry, trade
with expensive electricity: Mian Zahid

KARACHI  (INP): Chair-
man of National Business
Group Pakistan, President
Pakistan Businessmen and
Intel lectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial Al-
liance, and former provin-
cial minister Mian Zahid
Hussain has said that the
people are tired of inflated
power bills.

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, he said
that the electricity tariff
should be revised down-
ward immediately; other-
wise, the ongoing protests
across the country will in-
tensify, which will destroy
law and order and cause
great damage to the un-
stable economy.

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that elec tr ic ity has
become so expensive that
it is not possible to run in-
dustry, trade, or any kind
of business activity. Taxes
on electricity bills should

be moderated and rational-
ized, he said adding that the
issue of capacity payment
should be resolved, and in-
terest-free loans should be
provided to people for in-
stalling solar systems.

The business  leader
said that increasing the cost
of electricity to meet the
deficit of trillions of rupees
in the power sector is like
fi ll ing water in a broken
bucket.

Instead of increasing
the price of electricity, elec-
tricity theft, line losses, and
non-payment  of bi lls
should be controlled, and
no one should be given free
electricity.

The business  leader
said that laws should be
made stringent to discour-
age electricity theft so that
the burden of stolen elec-
tricity is not passed on to
the people. He demanded
that the electricity genera-

tion and distribution sys-
tem and the entire infra-
struc ture should be  im-
proved.

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that  WAPDA wants
the recovery of electricity
bills, but the police do not
help it because its priority
is not recovery but to main-
tain law and order, and if
the police do not cooper-
ate, there  will be no re-
sponse.

Similarly, cases are not
registered against electricity
thieves, and if they are, they
are not  proper ly invest i-
gated and arrested. Even if
someone is arrested, he is
released with a minor pun-
ishment. Until the punish-
ment and penalty for elec-
tricity theft are drastically
increased and fully imple-
mented, the loss of electric-
ity theft will continue to be
borne by the bill-paying
public.

The business  leader
said that instead of continu-
ously increasing the cost of
electricity, free electricity
distribution should be
stopped to reduce the cir-
cular debt, WAPDA and the
police should be brought on
the same page to increase
the recovery, or a separate
force should be raised for
the recovery of outstand-
ing bills.

Mian Zahid fur ther
said that at present, the de-
mand to end the provision
of free electricity among
government employees, se-
nior officers, politicians,
etc. has gained momentum,
but the real problem is not
free electricity but electric-
ity theft, line losses, and
non-compliance, which
amount to almost Rs 800
billion. He further said that
if the energy sector is not
reformed, it will destroy the
country's economy.

US Master T10: Pakistan’s
Sohail Khan picks up

the most wickets
LAUDERHILL, Florida,
 (INP):  The  US Masters
T10 League came to a thrill-
ing end as the Ben Dunk-led
Texas Chargers defeated
Misbah-ul-Haq-led New
York Warriors via Super
Over in the Final.

The tournament ,
which was played between
Atlanta Fire, Cal ifornia
Knights, Morrisville Unity,
New Jersey Triton's, New
York Warriors and Texas
Chargers, provided block-
buster entertainment from
the 18th to 27th August
2023 . Aaron Finch, who
played for  the California
Knights, emerged as the
highest  run-ge tter  of the
tournament with 236 runs,

meanwhile , fast bowler
Sohail Khan picked up the
most wickets (15) in the
competition.

The T10 tournament
was an all-action version of
the  game where fans
around the world discov-
ered there was never a dull
moment.

Following the
completion of the US Mas-
ters T10, the  journey
moves back to Abu Dhabi
for the  Abu Dhabi  T10
Season 6 from 28 th No-
vember to 9th December,
following which the next
destination is Sri Lanka for
Lanka T10 Season 1 from
December 12-23 later this
year.

IHC seeks details of cases
registered against Imaan Mazari

Rawalpindi reports 12 more
dengue cases, tally rises to 188

Pakistan discusses relief in
electricity bills with IMF

Pakistan to launch 5G ser-
vices within 10 months

PTI leader Haleem Adil Sheikh moves
SHC against his arrest warrants

Senior US diplomat Nuland
urges 'timely' and 'fair' elec-

tions in Pakistan

Saudi Crown
Prince may pay
hours-long visit

to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Saudi Crown Prince and
Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman
may pay a short visit  to
Pakistan in the second week
of next month, diplomatic
sources said on Wednesday.

The possible visit of
the Saudi Crown Prince
would be of four to  six
hours as part of first leg of
his tour which will  later
take him to Pakistan’s arch-
rival  India. The Saudi
Crown Prince is likely to
come to Pakistan on Sep-
tember 10. During his brief
stay, the Saudi royal guest
is expected to hold meet-
ings with Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
and Army Chief  General
Syed Asim Munir.

Pakistani rupee drops
to another historic

low against US
dollar in interbank

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Amid lackluster response
from the caretaker govern-
ment and the central bank,
the Pakistani rupee contin-
ued to slide into historic
lows against the US dollar
in the interbank market.

According to the fig-
ures obtained from the forex
dealers, the local currency
hit rock bottom against the
greenback as it shed 20 more
paisas, taking the US dollar
to a historic high of
Rs303.25 during the first
session in the interbank mar-
ket on Wednesday.

On Tuesday, the Paki-
stani rupee had plunged to
ye t another record low
against the US dollar, as it
settled at Rs303.05 in the
interbank market. At close,
the rupee was down Rs1.05
or 0.35%.

Despite securing a last-
minute deal with the Inter-
national  Monetary Fund
(IMF), the local currency
has come under renewed
pressure amid falling foreign
exchange inflows, while con-
cerns have risen over a wid-
ening current account defi-
cit after author ities lifted
curbs on imports.

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for IT and Telecommunica-
tion Dr Umar Saif has de-
cided that the 5G services
will be launched in Pakistan
within 10 months. The de-
velopment emerged after a
pivotal meet ing between
Saif and Chairman Pakistan
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA), Maj  Gen
(R) Hafeezur Rehman. The
discussions delved into in-
tricate matters of telecom-
munications, the impending
5G auction, and spectrum
allocation. The minister

also discussed in detail the
upcoming plans related to
telecommunications, the
rollout of the 5G spectrum,
and strategies for optimal
spectrum utilization.

Dr Umar Saif shed
light on the paramount im-
portance of optimal spec-
trum utilization and the co-
ordinated deployment of
the 5G network.

Dr. Umar Saif ex-
pressed unwavering deter-
mination to eliminate
hurdles by establishing a
priority-based criterion. He
specifically highlighted that

challenges related to taxa-
tion, telecom density, and
spectrum management
would be  ac tively ad-
dressed. In alignment with
this proactive stance, the IT
minister reiterated the
administration’s dedication
to refining the quality of
telecom services, thus en-
hancing the experience for
consumers. The minister
underscored the signifi-
cance of optimizing exist-
ing telecom provisions to
ensure citizens derive the
utmost benefit from these
services.

WASHINGTON  (INP):
Senior US diplomat
Victoria Nuland spoke on
Tuesday with Pakistani
Foreign Minister Jal il
Abbas Jilani and discussed
the importance of "timely,
free and fair elections" in the
South Asian nation, the US
State Department said.

"Acting Deputy Sec-
retary Nuland and Foreign
Minister Ji lani discussed
the importance of timely,
free and fair elections in a
manner cons istent with
Pakistan's laws and consti-
tution," the US State De-
partment said in a state-
ment. Pakistani politics has
been in a crisis for over a
year, with former  Prime
Minister and PTI chief  -

who was ousted in a parlia-
mentary vote of no confi-
dence last year - being at
the center of it.

A Pakistani high court
on Tuesday suspended the
jai led former pr ime
minister's sentence on cor-
ruption charges, but he will
remain behind bars as a
judge had already ordered
his de tention in another
case. The conviction of PTI
chief, who remains
Pakistan's most popular
leader according to opinion
polls, has also barred him
from contesting elections
for five years. Pakistan
swore in a caretaker cabi-
net under interim Prime
Minister Anwaarul  Haq
Kakar.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan has contacted the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) over proposed
relief in electr icity bil ls,
sources said on Wednesday.

Caretaker Minister
for Finance,

 Dr Shamshad Akhtar,
has contacted IMF resident
representative Esther Pérez
Ruiz over the  matter,
sources at finance ministry
stated.

The minister dis-
cussed for relief over elec-
tricity bills with the IMF,
the  finance ministry
sources said.

The monetary fund
was briefed about the situ-
ation emerged after hike in
elec trici ty bills, sources
said.

The proposals for
providing relief in electric-

ity bills to consumers have
been shared with the IMF,
sources at ministry stated.

According to sources,
the  IMF go t the
government’s stance over
the relief and invited a writ-
ten plan for relief over the
power bills. “A written re-
lief plan will be delivered
to the IMF this evening,”
ministry sources added.

The caretaker federal
cabinet on Tuesday decided
to seek nod from the Inter-
national  Monetary Fund
(IMF) for providing relief
in the electricity bills to the
power consumers.

Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi said in a statement
that the caretaker finance
minister Shamshad Akhtar
is taking the IMF on board

regarding the relief for the
power consumers.

He confirmed that the
caretaker finance minister is
holding talks with the IMF.
He added that the caretaker
se t-up to  get the IMF in
confidence for making some
decisions.

Solangi said that the
caretaker government will
make decisions regarding the
electricity bills within a few
hours after taking the IMF
on board.

People across Paki-
stan are protesting against
the inflated electricity bills
demanding relief from the
government. The protesting
masses also demanding that
the government should end
provision of free electricity
to the its officials and staff-
ers of electricity companies
and Wapda.

KARACHI  (INP): Former
PTI opposition leader in the
Sindh Assembly Haleem Adil
Sheikh who has been nomi-
nated in the May 9 riots case
appeared on the scene after a
long time on Wednesday.

The PTI leader submit-
ted an application to the
Sindh High Court challenging
his non-ba ilable arrest war-
rants issued by an anti-terror-
ism court in Hyderabad in the
May 9 mayhem case.

Sheikh said that he got
a protective  ba il from the
Peshawar High Court.  He
further said that the Sindh
High Court too had barred
the authorities from arrest-
ing him in any case.

He requested the SHC
to suspend the non-bailable
arrest warrants issued by a
Hyderabad ATC. He again
pleaded with the  court to
stop law authorities from
arresting him in any case.

District administra-
tion launches crack-
down against beg-
gars in Peshawar

PESHAWAR (INP):  The
district administration in
Peshawar launched a spe-
cial campaign against pro-
fessional beggars on
Wednesday.

According to official
spokespersons, five teams
were constituted to conduct
operations on a daily basis
in certain areas of the city.

On the first day of the
campaign, hundreds of pro-
fessional beggars were ar-
rested from different places
in Peshawar under the Anti-
Beggary Act and transferred
to Darul Kafala, a govern-
ment-run shelter home.

The Department of
Social Welfare, Child Pro-
tection Unit, Rescue, and
other organizations partici-
pated in the ongoing cam-
paign against the beggars.

Six farmers caught
steal ing water
from canals in

Sargodha
SARGODHA (INP):  An
irrigation task force team
caught six farmers on the
charge of water theft from
canals in Sargodha district
on Wednesday.

According to media
reports, the team con-
ducted raids in various ar-
eas of the district, includ-
ing Chak no 147 NB,

Hujjan and adjacent
villages, and caught
Farooq, Ghulam
Muhammad, Sheraz,
Muhammad Iqbal, Javed
and Ansar and others who
were stealing water from
canals. The team also
seized the equipment used
for stealing water.

On the report of the
irrigation team, police reg-
istered cases against the
water pilferers. The irri-
gation department  has
warned of stric t action
agains t anyone  found
stealing water from canals.
The department has also
urged farmers to use wa-
ter judiciously and not to
steal water from canals.
Water theft is  a serious
problem in Pakistan, and
it can lead to water short-
ages for other farmers and
communities.

Imran Khan’s remand in cipher
case extended for 14 days

ATTOCK, Aug 30 (INP): The special court set up to hear cases under the Official Secrets Act extended PTI
Chairman Imran Khan’s judicial remand in the cipher case by 14 days.

The hearing of the cipher case involving the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman was held at the Attock
Jail following an official approval from the Ministry of Law. Imran Khan was presented before the special court’s
Judge Abul Hasnat Mohammad Zulqarnain. After conducting the hearing, Judge Hasnat immediately left for
Islamabad. The former premier will remain in prison till September 13 on judicial remand. The PTI chief’s legal
team led Naeem Panjotha was stopped at the entrance for around an hour and a half and then allowed to join the
proceedings. In light of security concerns raised by the ministry, a decision was made to conduct the cipher case
hearing against the PTI chairman in the jail. Judge Abul Hasnat Mohammad Zulqarnain of the special court set up
to hear cases under the Official Secrets Act was designated to preside over the cipher case proceedings, as outlined
in the ministry’s notification. Security outside the jail was beefed up, as police and Elite Force personnel were
deputed around the prison premises. All the routes leading to the jail were sealed. On Tuesday, Imran Khan was re-
arrested in the cipher case moments after his sentence in the Toshakhana criminal case was suspended. He was sent
on judicial remand till August 30. The decision was announced by Official Secrets Act court judge Abul Hasnat
Zulqarnain. Moments ago, the Islamabad High Court had suspended the sentence of Imran Khan in the Toshakhana
criminal case. A division bench of IHC Chief Justice Aamir Farooq and Justice Tariq Mahmood Jahangiri accepted
Imran Khan’s appeal and pronounced the decision.

Pakistan Army or-
ganizes free medical
camps across Sindh

KARACHI  (INP): Paki-
stan Army organized free
medical camps in remote
areas of  Sindh, where a
team of qualified army doc-
tors  conducted compre-
hensive medical examina-
tions for the general public
on Wednesday. According
to the details, the armed
forces actively engaged in
initiatives aimed at the
welfare and well-being of
the citizens of Pakistan. In
different regions of Sindh,
Pakistan Army established
medical camps, which saw
a significant turnout of lo-
cal residents. During these
camps, patients received
thorough medical check-
ups, consultations, and ac-
cess to essential medica-
tions.

The medical camps
provided state-of-the-art
diagnostic services, includ-
ing ECG, ultrasound, and
various medical tests, in
addition to the free medi-
cal consultations.

The local population
expressed their gratitude
for the Pakistan Army’s
efforts, emphasizing the
importance of such initia-
tives for the well-being of
their communities . Fur-
thermore, the res idents
conveyed their hope that
similar noble  endeavors
would be undertaken in the
future. The people appre-
ciated the actions of the
Pakistan Army and reiter-
ated their determination to
fully cooperate  with the
armed forces.

KP government
approves funds
for University
of Peshawar

PESHAWAR (INP):  The
caretaker government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
approved much-needed
funds amounting to Rs 325
million under the salary
head for the University of
Peshawar (UoP).

According to media
reports, the Finance De-
partment has started the
necessary official proce-
dure for the release of funds
to the UoP. The Vice Chan-
cellor of the university had
earlier written an applica-
tion to the provincial gov-
ernment for the release of
funds to overcome the fi-
nancial issues of the uni-
versity. In a notification to
the vice chancellor, the pro-
vinc ial  government  in-
formed that funds  have
been re leased to pay the
salaries of the university
staff for the month of Au-
gust. The Finance Depart-
ment released the funds on
the recommendation of the
Higher Education Depart-
ment. The notification fur-
ther said that these funds
have been re leased under
the Budget Book for 2023-
24. The university admin-
istration said that after the
release of funds, the uni-
versity would now be able
to manage its financial cri-
sis for the time being.

ISLAMABAD  (INP): A
hear ing was he ld in
Is lamabad High Cour t
(IHC) regarding the human
rights lawyer – Imaan
Mazari – plea to provide
the details of the cases reg-
istered agains t her on
Wednesday.

The IHC Justice Mian
Gul Hasan Aurangzeb pre-
sided over the hearing con-
cerning the disclosure of
details pertaining to cases
registered against Imaan
Mazari . During the pro-
ceedings, it was ordered
that the Interior Secretary,
representing the govern-
ment, would be responsible
for compiling comprehen-
sive reports of cases regis-
tered across the country
against Imaan and submit
these reports to the court
by tomorrow. The presid-
ing judge directed the Inte-
rior Secretary to take all nec-
essary measures to guaran-
tee that Imaan remains free
from any arrest and exempt

from being transported out
of Islamabad.

Fur thermore, the
court stipulated that if any
cases  or  reports  against
Imaan Mazari emerge after
August 20, she should not
be subject to  arrest. The
court adjourned the case till
tomorrow. Earlier to this,
the Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) on Tuesday granted
a three-day physical re-
mand to the human rights
lawyer, Imaan, in a case re-
lated to “collection of funds
to fuel anti-state activities”.

The ATC Judge Abu
Al-Hasanat Zul-Qarnain,
presided over the hearing of
the  case agains t Imaan
Mazari  – a human rights
lawyer. The prosecutor
claimed that the  human
right lawyer is accused of
‘col lecting funds to fuel
anti-state activities’ and de-
manded her physical re-
mand to recover the alleged
funds and apprehend other
potential co-conspirators.

RAWALPINDI  (INP):
Rawalpindi district re-
ported 12  more dengue
cases on Wednesday, rais-
ing the total number of con-
firmed cases to 188.

District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention and
Control (DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood, said that
six cases were  reported
from Potohar town urban,
five from Chaklala Canton-
ment and one from Munici-
pal Corporat ion
Rawalpindi area.

He said that 54 pa-
tients were admitted to
Rawalpindi public hospi-
tals, out of which 42 were
confirmed cases while 132
were discharged after treat-
ment.

Dr Sajjad informed
that the district administra-
tion had registered 57 FIRs,
issued tickets to 15, sealed
three premises , and im-
posed a fine of Rs 50,000
against the violations of
dengue SOPs during the last
24 hours.

He said that during in-

door surveillance from Janu-
ary 1 to date, the teams
checked 4,523,648 houses
in Rawalpindi distr ict and
larvae were found in 27,164
homes.

Similarly, he added
that while checking
1,767,035 places, the teams
found larvae at 5,041 sites
during outdoor surveillance.

Dr Sajjad warned that
September was crucial for
dengue mosquito breeding
as the temperature was de-
creasing with each passing
day due to weather change
and urged the residents to
adopt precautionary mea-
sures to avoid paras ite
bites.

He advised the resi-
dents to keep their sur-
roundings clean, ensure the
disposal of garbage prop-
erly, and use mosquito nets
at night.

He also advised the
pregnant women, children
under the age of five, and
people with chronic dis-
eases to take extra precau-
tions against dengue.

HYDERABAD: Residents of Kalimuri have been protesting against
non-availability of water drainage on Government College University
Road for the past two months.

KARACHI: A view of stop work on nullah near Hyeri mar-
ket creating problems for locals . Need attention of concern
authorities.

HYDERABAD: Caretaker Provincial Minister Mines and
Minerals Development Mir Khuda Bakhsh Marri at a press
conference at Shahbaz hall Hyderabad.

KARACHI: Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi present-
ing a model of Tugril Class frigate "PNS Shah Jehan" to Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.


