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Effective representation of
young women demanded in
assemblies in Pakistan

Firing on Sariab Road
Quetta leaves a police
man dead

Finance minister says economic situation ‘worse than

anticipated’, no fiscal space available for subsidies

ISLAMABAD: As the
country continues to brave
rising inflation, interim Fi-
nance Minister Shamshad
Akhtar on Wednesd:
warned that Pakistan’
nomic situation was ‘worse
than anticipated” and the
government did not have
fiscal space” to provide
subsidies.

Her remarks, made
during a meeting of the
Senate’s Standing Commit-
tee on Finance today, as-
serted that the interim set-
up had “inherited” the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) programme, hence,
it was “non-negotiat

“The finance minister’s
statement comes as Paki-
stan remains plagued by the
inflated cost of living, par-
ticularly exorbitant eleciric-
ity prices that have forced
residents to take to the
streets across the country.

So far, the caretaker
government has failed to
come up with any relicf
measures as it tries to strike
abalance between avoiding
drawing the IMF’s ire and
causing more citizens to
blowa fuse.

In the cabinet meeting
presided over by Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar a day carlier, the
interim set-up expressed
helplessness on howto ad-
dress the issuc, even on
spreadingelectricity bills in
instalments unless the IMF
clearedit.

Later, interim Infor-
mation Minister Murtaza
Solangi, who didn’t imme-
diately holda presser after
the cabinet’s meeting, told
a private TV channel that
the government was engag-

" - % o 2 .
Finance Minister Shamshad Akhtar on Wednesday warned that Pakistan’s economic situation.

ing with the IMF regarding relief measures for electricity consumers and an announcement was expected soon. A
source privy to the meeting told Dawn that the cabinet noted that the interim set-up could not give any relief to
consumers, but it could allow breaking up the bills into four to six instalments. “Even in case of instalments, the
government will have to get prior permission from the IME,” the source said.

Addressing a mecting of the Senate’s Standing Committee on Finance today, Akhtar said government institu-
tions were suffering “unbearable losses” and underscored the need to accelerate privatisation. According to the
finance minister, 70 per cent of Pakistan’s tax revenue was being spent on debt relict. Morcover, she saidthe rupee
was under pressure due to the dollar’s low inflows and high outflows.

“The next elected government would have to re-engage with independent power producers,” Akhtar stated. She
went on to say that if the IMF agreement was not implemented, the dollar inflow would stop and the economic
situation would worsen. But at the same time, the minister highlighted that measures other than the IMF programme
needed to be taken. “Unfortunately, we have done everything to weaken the economy,” she lamented, adding that the
Federal Board of Revenue’s revenue was low while the expenditure was high. The finance minister also debunked
perception that the caretaker government had “unlimited powers". “We have limited options and will work within
them,” she said. She further stated that the previous government had agreed on “adjustments” with the IMF and the
incumbent set-up could not do anything in this regard.

Akhtar added that the proposal to withdraw facilities for the privileged class was under consideration and a
bricfing would be given to the committee on the cconomy after a week. Prior to the finance minister’s bricfing, a
number of committee members raised concerns regarding rising dollar and sky-high electricity bills. PPP Senator
Sherry Rehman highlighted that there was a long list of taxes in power bills. News Desk.

COAS visits Tilla
Field Firing Range
near Jehlum

News Desk: set for the exercise COAS praised
ISLAMABAD: Gen. Withaview to validate ~the troops for their
eral Syed Asim Munir, Operational readiness  combat proficiency

of the formation in and offensive spirit.

the Chief of Army

Staff (COAS) visited challengmg environ- He also appreciated
Tilla Field Firing ment high moraleand battle
Ranges near Jhelum COAS appreci- worthiness of the
today. COAS wit- ated thesynergy dis- troops.
nessed FieldFireand played by Airforce, Earlier on arrival,
Battle Drills. Army Aviation and COAS was received
On  arrival, ground troopsin ex- by Lieutenant General
COAS was briefed ecution of variousop- Syed Aamer Raza,
on training objectives ~ erational drills. Commander4 Corps.

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In the sec-
ond phase, a six-mem-

caretaker
Balochman cabinet
was sworn in_on
Wednesday evening.
Govemnor Balochistan,
Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar administered
oath to the newly ap-
pointed caretaker
cabinet,

Chief Minister
Balochistan, Al
Mardan Domki, pro-
vincial ministers, se-
nior officials, and
people belonging to
various walks of life
also participated in the

6 member Balochistan cabinet sworn in

ul Hassan, and Sarda
Ejaz Jaffar.

The Chicf Ministe
awarded health portfo
lio, Amanullah Kanrani|
law and parliamentary

Manan Mandokhai

QUETTA: Unknown
accused opened fire

affairs, Nawabzadd | |andkilleda policeman
Jamal Raisani, sport{|lon Sariab Road on
and youth affairs, Asif | |\Wednesday morning

ur Rehman, intra-pro-
vincial coordination
Sheikh Mehmood ul
Hassan, local bodies ang
rural development an
Sardar EjazJaffar Jaffa
was awarded the port.
folio of population.

The number o
Balochistan caretake
cabinet reached 11 witl
the appointment of new|
six members.

Police sources said
the armed accused
opened fire and left a
police constable iden-
tified as Akhtar
Hussain. The attack-
ers managed to es-
cape unhurt from the
spot.

Police reached
the spot and started

oath-taking ceremony.

The caretaker ministers include Nawabzada
Jamal Raisani, Dr. Amir Muhammad Khan
Jogezai, Amanuilah Kanrani, Sheikh Mehmood

Firing on Sariab Road Quetta leaves a

police man dead

Police sources said|
the police constable|
‘was goingto his home
after completing his|
duty when attacked
on Sariab Road.

The dead body of]
the policeman was|
shifted to the civil hos-|
pital Quetta. A large|
number of people also|
reached the civil hos-
pital aftertheincident.
Police sources termed|
the incident as an act|
of targeted killing in
the city.

an investigation into the incident. Police col-
lected evidence from the spot of the incident.

ferent pol

Effective representation of young women demanded in assemblies in Pakistan

arties of

PT. Former member of IS Samira Shams, member of Karachi Metro Ccrrpum-
i ai were prominent among others who addressed the s
aid that 20% of women have played a very dynamic role in the

akistan.

phasized the need mr enecuve repre entation of

rovincial

ml
ing the proportion of women in pdrhdmsnl dnd
issuing tickets to young girl
They were addr o
ol to mark the tenth anniversary m
the Forum for Dignity Initiatives, held under the
Cassini Daira program here on Tuesday.
central vice president of the “Pakistan
m League -N and former Speaker
Baloch tan. Rahila Hameed Khan Dumm, mrmer
ion leader from MQM Sindh Assembly,
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to the protection of human Tights, the role
was prominent in 129 laws”

more than men to advance in the political process and by
‘women havs practically proved that they have dili-
assed the law. At the
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stitution’s ten-

the need to make the mea-

ry to add clauses with sul

nsi
ation presented souvenirs and floy
‘who joined the program from across

ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Imran Khan on Wednes-
day approached the Islamabad High Court (IHC)
against the appointment of Judge Abual Hasnat
Zulgarnain, an anti-terrorism courl (A‘IC) dge, to
i ol e e e
cases filedunder the Official Secrets Act.

Earlicr today, Judge Zulgamain extended the PTI
chief’s remand in the cipher case till September 13.
‘The hearing was held in Attock Jail, where the former
premicr is currently incarcerated in a graft case.

lopments come a day after the IHC sus-
pended the PTI chiefs three-year jail sentence in the
Toshakana cas, in which he was convicted on A
T suspension,
the special court had directed Attock jail authorities to
keep him in “judicial lockup” and produce him today
in connection with the cipher case.

e cipher case pertains to a diplomatic docu-
ment which reportedly went missing from Imran’s
possession. The PTl alleges that it contained a threat
from the United States to oust Imran from power.
Proceedings against Shah Mahmood Qureshi, the PTI

areal
der way in the same case. A day ago, in a letter ad-
dressed to the Attock jail superintendent, a copy of

TCh 15 available with Dawn.com, Judge Zulqarain sai
that Imran was “ordered for judicial remand in case FIR
‘mentioned above, who is alréady detained in district jail,
Attock”. Last night, anotification issued by the lawi

istry said the interior ministry had conveyed “security
concerns” to it in a letter and that the Law and Justice
Division had *ho objection’” to Imran’s trial in the cipher
case being held at Aftock jail. Imran moved the IHC after
the hearing at Attock Jail today. The petition, a copy of

Imran moves IHC against ATC judge’s appointment to special court hearing cipher case

which is available with Dawn.com, was filed through PTI

er Sher Afzal Marwat and named the state through
the law ministry secretary; the interior ministry secre-
tary; the FIA difector general, the Islamabad chief com-
missioner, deputy commissioner andinspector general of
police; the Adiala and Attock jail superintendents; and
Judge Zulgarnain as respondens in the case.

“The application also raised objections to_the law
ministry’s notification allowing the trial to be heard in
prison. talleged that the special court judge was “tacking
the essential qualification” for the role, citing the qualifi-
cation of an ATC judge had been defined under section
13(2) of the Anti-Terrorism Act 1997.

Mhercforc, reducing the ank and status of leamed
administrative judge ATC 1, Islamabad to the status of a
e b st i e b
added. It went on to state that an ATC judge was defined
under Sections 13 (establishment of ATC) and 14 (com-
position and appointment of presiding officers of ATCs)
of the ATA, according to which, the presiding judge of an
ATC, “under no stretch of imagination, could be a magis-
trate™. The petition further said that the appointment
was “contrary to law” and “void-ab-initio” as the special
court judge was not a magistrate under section 4(m-a) of
the CrPC, which defines a magistrate.

Detailing the grounds against the movingof the spe-

cial court tothe Attock i, thepicasaidth production
order issued by the judge order, which
S pe T el etlaefrat = Wby e
concerned. Itadded that the respondents were not vested
with any such powers under section 9(2) (court of ses-
sion) of the CrPC. Citing the “security concerns” con-
veyed by the interior ministry, the petition argued that
the “respondents never considered” allowing Imran to
appear before any Islamabad court via video when he
had expressed similar concerns. “The claim in the name
of security is a farce, false and misguiding,” it asserted,
while also terming the notification “bereft of reasoning,
logic and non-speaking”. While stating that the “right to
fair rial, merit and justice and fair play demands” that
the trial be “held openly with access to all incendiary

e e e e e N e
wanted to hide things from the public, the in-camera
hearing trial of the petitioner” could be held at the court
building in the FIC. The petition further said that the
cipher case was at its pre-trial stage, at which the venue
of the trial could not be changed It added that the law
‘ministry had no authority to extend its jurisdiction to
Punjab and determine a venue that does not lic within
the federal government’s administrative control. The
petition will be taken up for hearing by IHC Chief Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq tomorrow. News Des|
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Issue of governance in Balochistan

Editorial :
Bad governance has always been the main obstacle in the way of a developed and
prosperous Balochistan. Meager resources coupled with a lack of transparency in
utilization of funds further compllc:nc the endeavor for a prosperous Balochistan.

e issue of also
petition in the Balochistan High Court (EH() Adivision bench of the BHC compris-
Ing Mr. Justice K'\mran Khan Malakhail and Mr.Jusiice Rozi Khan Bareech dismayed
over the perfc ficer of
‘The bench mmarkcdlhal the pocrpcrformancc of the Chief Secretary Balochistan,
Captain (R) Fazeel Asghar shattered and deteriorated the governance in the province.
This is perhaps for the first time that the court has passed such harsh remarks against
aCs.

i Asim Khan

Bench shows displeasure over violation of bui code in Quett:

“The bench has also shown displeasure over violation of building code in Quetta
city, the issuc of traffic jam, anda number of other issues. The English colonial rulers
hadintroduced a specific building code in 1937 after the deadliest carthquake of 1935.

ity razed t0 the ground vihin 30 seconds. The main reason behind the
building code was to avoid human loss inthe case of another carthquake

For some time, the S f the
However, that is no more the case now. Currently, over 300 buildings constructed in
Quetta city in clear violation of the building code. The bench also dirccted the con-
Cerned qurters to ensure the implementation of the building code in Quetta.

All roads lead toward governance

When we discuss all these issucs. All roads lead towards governance. Only good
governance canensure the implementation of orders passed by honorable courts. The
question arises that why the bench lost its confidence in the administrative civilianset
up and passed such harsh remarks.

Chicf Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan has repeatedly spoken about ensur-
ing good governance in the province. Although, positive strides made in some arcas.
However, his words are yet to be translated into action when it comes to ensuring good
governance inthe province. The province s great potentialand esourees to playrole
in the development and prosperity of entire couniry. Nonetheless, it is still lagging
behind other provinces in terms of key social indicators. Political committment com-
binedwith political vision canbring Balochistanout of the prevailing governance crisis.
Only then, the province can come a par with othe developed parts of the counry.

e ruling coaltion needs to review its strategy and ensure good governance to
address the issue of law and order, poverty, unemployement and development.

{VERYBODY inside and
outside Russia knows that
standing up to Russian
President Vladimir Putinis
arisky mission. In the past
several years, especially
since the war in Ukraine
began, Putin has only tight-
ened his iron grip. Little
news from the outside gets
in, and detractors like
Alexei Navalny are ban-
ished to labour camps. Get-
ting poisoned by radioac-
tivematerial is areal possi-
bility, and those charged
with doing the job think
nothing of taking materials
like this on to anaircraft full
of civilians. One exception
to this rule has been the
mob boss  Yevgeny
Prigozhin — the head of
the infamous Wagner mili-
tia, Prigozhin, a Russian
oligarch, was the com-
mander-in-chicf of the
Wagner Group, a pro-Rus-
sian paramilitary merce:
force that played a crucial
role in the Russian imasion
of Ukraine. It is belicved
that some of the most in-
tense battles of the ongoing
war were fought between
soldiers of the Wagner
Group and the Ukrainian
military. Afew months ago,
however, much to
everybody’s  surprise,
Prigozhin began a rebellion

A box of gold bars

against Putin, speaking out
against corruption among
the Russian president’s in-
ner circle and alleging that
the clite were engaging in
war profiteering at the ex-
pense of ordinary Russians.
He openly criticised
Putin’s efforts in Ukraine.
iencame the biggest
surprise of all. The mem-
bers of the Wagner militia
that had been fighting in
Ukraine suddenly turned
around and began to march
towards Moscow.
Prigozhin said that he was
doing this because of the
out-of-control corruption
in the war ministry and be-
cause the military leader-
ship in Moscow was cor-
rupt and making big blun-
ders for which the soldiers
had to pay with their lives.
‘This_onward march led to
the ‘capture’ of the town
of Rostov-on-Don in Rus-
sia, and the force then be-
gan to advance towards
Moscow with the intent of
challenging the Russian
military leadership and,
obviously, Putin himself.
In the meantime, the
whole world watched with
trepidation to sce if a Rus-
sian civil war would begin
assoonasthe force reached
Moscow.The militia never
did reach Moscow. The day

after it reportedly seized
military sites inRostov-on-
Don, the march was sud-
denly called off. News
emerged that the president
of Belarus, a vassal state
supporting Russian cfforts
in Ukraine, said that he had
brokered a truce between
Putin and Prigozhin. Ac-
cording to the terms of the
truce, the Wagner militia
would be relocating to
Belarus. It was assumed
that Prigozhin, as head of
the militia, would also be
relocating to Belarus. The
many charges against
Prigozhin, including trea-
son, were not dropped.
Nobody saw anything
of Prigorhin in the weeks
after the truce. This was
unsurprising, since taking
on Putin meant invitingcer-
tain death, even if a truce
hadbeen réachedto provide
acover story. Last month,
Prigozhin told his Wagner
militia that they shouldpre-
pare for a new journey to
Africa. This was interest-
ing. Members of the Wagner
militia guarded gold mines
in Africa. Now, Prigozhin
wouldbe going for atour of
the continent, where
would meet several Aftican
leaders.  Along  with
Prigozhin would be the top
commanders of the Wagner

militia. Everyone would be
on the two private jets that
Prigozhin owned. Any-
body would pause at this
point in the story. One
might consider whether it
would be a good decision
to get on a plane so soon
after thumbing your nose
at those in charge of the
Ukraine invasion project.
Planes have beenthe venue
of much

By Rafia Zakaria

Wagner militia. *I need
more gold,” he is reported
to have said to the
Sudancse. Within days, he
received a box of gold bars
from a mine protected by
Wagner personnel. If there
is anything that despotic
leaders and oligarchs need
to be wary of, it is boxes
full of yellowthings loaded
onto anaircraft. Prigozhin
and his team, along with the

from polonium poisoning
to the crash of a Malaysian
airliner that was widely at-
tributed to Russian-con-
trolled forces, but which
Moscow denied.

Yet, Prigozhin decided
to take his trip to Africa.
One of the reasons he was
going over there was to sal-
Vage his reputation, which
had suffered owing to his
misguided attempt at a
mutiny. He installed him-
self at the presidential pal-
ace in the Central African
Republic as a guest of
President Faustin
Touadéra. About 6,000
members of the Wagner
militiaare deployed outside
Russia, including inAfrica.
At the palace, Prigozhin
reportedly talked with the
owners and representatives
of various gold mines,
which were protected by
guards belonging to the

box of gold bam embarked
on the plane. Half the team
went on Prigozhin’s plane
and the other half on an-
other jet. This was to be the
end of Prigozhin. En route
to Russia (where he had, in-
explicably, continued to
live) an cxplosion caused
the aircraft to crash. Natu-
rally, a story already
steeped in betrayal, contro-
versy and surreptitious
deals would breed many
conspiracy theorics. In the
hours after the explosion
and crash, some began to
allege that Prigozhin was
not on the plan at all, and
that this had been a clever
ruse to allow him to evade
Putin’s clutches. But soon,
however, the Russian au-
thorities said that that DNA
gathered from the site
matched that of the 10
people who were known to
have been on the plane.

The hardest hit

By Abdullah Fadil

AS monsoon rai and deprivations p are malnourished. This
down on Pakistan, fully obvious: it is the robs Pakistan of human
children’s vulnerability st vulnerable potential and capital that
to climate change and and women can help drive its
extreme weather again living in underserved ar- economy forward: ma
comes to the fore. Sea- eas who are bearing the nutrition results in a loss
brunt of climate change. of three per cent in na-

What lmle they lmd was  tional GDP.
ay, and ac- Paki
aging homes and vital in-  cess o essenual services tic:
rastructs i evered or dis- ition, nutrition and
ing the lives of at least rupted. education must remain

211 people, including 87 Many of the lmul-
children. Tens of thou- e -hn dmn- s wel
sands of people are cur-
rently affected by floods
in Punjab. Extreme
veather events are be-
coming more frequent were out of
and destructive. All too floods damaged or de-
often, it is children who stroyed 30,000 schools,
pay the heaviest price. locking an additional
The scale of last 3.5m children out of
year’s floods was unlike learning. We know from
anything witnessed experience that the vital for not on]y
fore. One third of the longer children remain education and nutrition,
out of school, the less also health, protec-
ter, 33 million people af- likely they are to return, tion, water, hygiene and
fected, over 1,700 lives exposing them to protec- nitation. Sadly, the
lost. Homes, livelihoo such as child children affected by the
future  hopes and ldb()lll and thld mar-  floods in 2010 are again
dreams, wiped out in a bednng the brunt of last
fl; We cannot let this year’s devastation. With-
happen again. Pakistan \'ulmL education sup- out real change and s
is a known climate port for258,000 children, cietal transformation, the
hotspot, suffering from drop in the future for children in af-

flood |eLmsry and reha-
bilitation contmue. Paki-
h N

stan has a window of

po? nmny to make
critical investments
climate-resilient in

)
g

The gathering storm

By Zahid Huss:

urg-ently’

The action mnm
start at home, with
emments at the mumm]
and provincial
leading the way. The
whole of society must
contribute and play a
pivotal role, including
the private
lanthrop: civil so
ety and communiti
With Pakistan’s house in
order, efforts exerted and
exhausted, the global
community will have no
option but to take its own
moral and ethical respon-
sibilities and make good
on commitments to suj

The care-

taker government and
the expected incoming
overnment

INFLATED
in the country have trig-
gered an cruption of public
indignation that had been
simmering for long. Discon-
tent over the escalating cost
of living has now exploded
into mass protests. The un-
bearable hike in clectricity
rates seems to be the pro-
verbial last straw.

Angry protesters are
now out on the streets,
threatening to bring down
the edifice of the state. It is
nowleft to a hybridised in-
terim administration to face
the public’s wrath. Stuck
between the IMF deal and

wingunrest in the coun-
try, the options for the care-
taker set-up are limited.
“The crisis over

tential of turning into a mass
movement against the exist-
ing system. You just have
to listen to the chants of
protesters against the privi-
leged power clite. Events
like this could casily ignite
a prairic fire engulfing the
entire system. The ongoing
public” protests have
brought to the surface con-
tradictions embedded inthe
existing power structure.
‘They have also deepencd
the predicament of politi-
cal parties that were part of
the former

shifted the burden to the
common people. It is alame
excuse that it was neces-
sary to meet IMF condi-
tionalities. The fiscal gap

uld have been bridged by
removingthose exemptions
as per the requirement of
the IMF rather than fleec-
ing the public. With little
toshow for its performance
during its 16-month rule,
and now with street pro-
tests breaking out, it is
hardly surprising that the
PML-N favours an exten-

Meanwhile, the Paki-
stan Bar Council, too, has
demanded that polls be held
within 90 days. However,
it scems highly improbable
that the ECP will change its
planand agree to hold elec-
tions on the basis of the old
population count. It may
lead to yet another court
battle, déepeningthe politi-
cal turmoil. Growing pub-
lic unrest over inflation has
simply added to the mul-
tiple challenges the state
confronts. The public out-

The alliance bears much
blame for the worsening
cconomic crisis. The disas-
trous policies of the Dar
period may not have been

sion intl

suggested by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) inorder to complete
the delimitation process
required under the recently
concluded

priced electricity indicates
a structural problem that
has been aggravated by
flawed policies pursued by
successive governments
over the past several
decades.A patch-up job
will not help resolve a
chronic problem that re-
quires massive systemic
reforms. Andthat i$ beyond
the capacity of ashort-term
interim arrangement led by
a novice who has appar-
ently been imposed by the
security est

heatwaves and ocean Lompdlsd to the fected ies
s that directly nee looks bleak. Poverty has
threaten families and live- akistan’s lm)mmg increased after the
i . It is only a mat- nutrition has wor floods, further perpetu-
f ene ating the cycle of
bringing immediate and intergenerational pov-
long-term consequences ~ erty, increasing inequal-
r children’ rvival ity and worsening out-
e

5’

er strikes.

While Pakistan can-
not alter the course of and well-being. Around comes. Last ye
climate change alone, 1.5m children in floml- mate devastation was a
there is a clear need to affected area: wake-up call for the
invest in its children to- verely malnouri hed the world. Wuh the right
day to red-uce their vul- most life-threatening choices
nerability to climate ments, Pakistan can be-
change in the future. come a global leader on
Last year’s floods made u)mmue to be born to climate change solu-
pre-existing inequities mothers who themselves tions. This requires

ity clueation Unicnt s
committed to supporting
the government of Paki-
stan to strengthen md
expand essential s
vices_for children dl](l
nilies and build back
systems. With-

“The mulfiple taxes and sur-
charges included inthe clec-
tricity bills are nothingless
than extortion by a state
unable to collect taxes from
the politically powerful
landed andbusiness classcs.
‘The burden has shifted to
the already overtaxed
middle and lower middle

hat has made the
situation extremely com-
bustible is the prevailing
political uncertainty. The
spontancous outburst of
public anger has all the po-

solely ible for the
cconomic downslide but
they are just as much to
blame as the approach of
previous dispensations.
“The situation has posed a
huge dilemmaforthe PML-
N, with clections approach-
ing. It will be hard for the
party to go to the pols with
such a liability. The optics
of the former prime minis-
terand his finance minister
arriving in London for con-
sultations with the supreme
leader were hardly comfort-
ing for party supporters
and voters. The party is at
aloss as to how to react to
the public protests. particu-
larly in its former strong-

old of Punjab, just two
weeks after its government
ended. It is apparent that
the decision to include ex-
cessive taxes inthe clectric-
ity bill was taken by the

ML-N-led government
and certainly not by the
caretaker administration.
While exempting the retail-
ers and thriving real estate
businesses, the former fi-
nance minister conveniently

sus. Given this uncertainty
and the prevailing confu-
sion in party ranks, it is
hardly surprising that
Nawaz Sharif has yet again
delayed his retum to the
country. He is now ex-
pected to come back in
mid-October.

Meanwhile, differ-
ences within the former
rulingalliance over the clec-
tiontimeframe have become
sharper, with the PPP tak-
ing an obvious U-turn and
demandingthat elections be
held within 90 days as
stipulated in the Coristitu-
tion. It seems that the
PPP’s changed position on
the election timeframe is
for reasons of expediency,
as the party doesn’t want
any delimitation of con-
stituencies in Sindh that
could result in an increase
in National Assembly seats
in Karachi at the expense
of the rural arcas. The is-
sue has become more con-
tentious with the MQM
now siding with the PML-
N over the delay.

rage over
ity Bill is just a symptom
of a much decper problem.
‘The escalating cost of liv-
ing has pushed millions of
more people below the pov-
erty line and massively in-
créasedthe ranks of the un-
employed. The worscning
state of the economy and
growingpolitical instability
have also put our national
security at risk. It is per-
haps one of the most seri-
ou. ituations the country
has faced in recent times.
“The prospect of a nuclear-
armed nation collapsing
under its own contradic-
tions is frightening. But the
powers that be seem com-
pletely oblivious of the gath-
ering storm. They remain
occupied with their own
agenda. While the country
is imploding, the sccurity
agencies have apparently
intensified the crackdown
against the opposition, fur-
ther destabilising the politi-
calsituation. Recent draco-
nian laws are now being
used with impunity against
everyone who dares t
speak out. It is perhaps un-
precedented in Pakistan’s
history that so many
women are being kept in
detention, most of them
without any charge.

Game of words

By Maleeha Lodhi

EVERYtime there is atrag-  caught or much cally self-enforcing, Show-

of the i-

ow
edy or aviolent incident in  less punished. This is evi-  casingintentions is deemed
the country, the official re- ~ denced by the absence of ~ sufficient to show they are
sponse is the same. First, convictions inmost previ- - governing. Platitudes and
there is the usual round of ~ous incidents of violence frite statements serve as
condemnations. Then there against minorities. substitutes for policy mea-
is an expression of sympa- Moreover, there is a sures. Nowhere is this more
thy for the victims, photo- lack of protection for mi- telling than in the arca of
ops with them, and resolve  norities and their places of  economic governance. Here,
to deal “firmly’ with those  worship, or efforts to calm government rhetoric has
responsible for the atrocity.  the situation when there is long clashed with grim real-

<is and protracied political
uncertainty. Foreign inest-
ment flows to where the se-
curity situation is stable.
Investor interest also de-
pends on the quality of
available infrastructure and
reliability of power sup-
plics as well as certainty
about judicial

Invisible heroes

IN a world where recogni-
tion often gravitates to-
wards the apex of power,
the unsung champions of
success remain hidden in
plainsight. These dedicated
individuals wield their skills
as the unseen cogs in the
machinery of achievement,
always first in the line o

ind

But often words and a clear and present danger ity. It is one thing to try to
tweets are all that are on to their safety. Beyond de-  build confidence by offer-
offer rather than tangible livering homilics, govern-  inga positive outlook. But
actions to prevent the next ments do little to avert an- if there is a yawning gap
tragedy. Soon he ncident  othr attack. Successive betusen officialclamsand

forgotten, and the gov- have, in fact, the effort
crnment as well as the me-  responded so timidly to  boomerangs. Also, goals are
dia move on. The underly- violence by religious ex- stated without identifying
ing problem responsible for  tremists, that it has the means and strategy to
the tragedy is left to fester unintendedly encouraged ~achicve them — ‘we w
and flare up again. rather than deterred them.  increase exports’, ‘record

Consider the horren- “The reliance onwords tax resources will be
dousattack on the churches  rather than actions is, of ~mobilised’, ‘inflationwill be
and homes of the Christian ~course, not limited to offi- ~ controlled”. Clichés are
community in Jaranwala by cial reactions to tragedies ~stated as profound state-
violent mobs. This was fol- ~ and violent events. Itis per-  ments of policy.
lowed by strong words and  vasive in every arca of gov- Pronouncements
calls for “inter-faith har- ernment functioning and about attracting foreigndi-
mony” by government lead- has become a familiar prac-  rect investment are a case
ers, an appearance by the  tice among politicalleaders  in point. New bodies arc set
caretaker prime minister and other managers of up with hyper claims that
andPunjabchicfministerin ~ statc. Sermons are delivered ~ overseas investors will
Jaranwala, and assurances  with tiresome frequency flockto the country. Inves-
to track down and punish - and extortationsaressued  torsareexpectedtorespond
the perpetrators of the that urge people to do one o official exhortations to
rampage. Were any mean- thing or another. But the take advantage of opportu-
ingful actions taken to sig-  surfeit of rhetoric hardly nities and rush forward.
nal that the state will not ~obscures the lack of policy Again, the disconnect
tolerate such behaviour, and administrative actions  withreality s telling. There
whatever its motivation? to deal with the issue at has been a precipitous de-
No. And not for the first hand. Government leaders  clinc in FDIin recent years.
time. Attacks on minorities  announce goals (‘we will - Even themodest level of $2
have continued with impu- end violence”, “we will pro-  billion in FY 2022 (0.4 per
nity as the deterrentagainst - mote harmony’, the rule of  cent of GDP) declined by
suchattacks simply isntin law will be enforced’, and  235pe in FY 2023. It is now
place. The guilty are rarely 50 on) as if they are magi- ~negligible as aconsequence

of rules. An unstable mac-
roeconomic environment is.
an obvious impediment. So
i the absence of policycon-
tinuity and lack of consis-
tency in rules among prov-
inces. Significant invest-
ment can hardly take place

when policies lurch be-
tween liberal business mea-
sures and forcign exchange
restrictions, profit repatria-
tion curbs, and import con-
trols. Words and exhorta-
tions do not change this re-
ality. In some instances,
words are used in a sel f-de-
lusionary way. Some min-
isters in the previous ruling
coalition made extravagant
claims in the last days of
their government about
“trillions of dollars worthof
mineral deposits” in the
country waiting to be ex-
ploited. When investment
in this sector hasn’t been
forthcoming for decades

nd has s
materialised, itis mislead-
ing to make such hyper-
bolic statemerts, especially
as there s a big difference
betweentheoretical/techni-
cal potential and cconomic
value.

z
2

lastinreceivingcredit. While
headlines chronicle the tri-
umphs of a few, it is the
quict dedication of the
many that propels victory
and makes success pos-
sible.

Mountain climbing serves
asaperfectanalogy for talk-
ing about people who lead
from the back to make a
summnit possbl.

An expedition starts
with many people, includ-
ing porters and guides, but
as it advances, the support
circle narrows and centres
around persons with spe-
cific skillsets needed for
advancement, On reaching
the summit, the triumphant
mountaineer s hailed for his
achievement, but little
mention is made of the
names without whom the
win would not have been
possible.

‘The climate journcy
of Pakistan is replete with
stories of contributions
made by people who have
worked silently from be-
hind the scenes to make
milestone moments pos-
sible, but who are not ad-
cquately recognised.

Climate negotiations
provide a multilateral plat-
formwhere countries get the
opportunity to demon-
strate leadership capacity
for pitching creative ideas,
lobby for agendas and
galvanise support for agree-
ment by consensus.

Seeing only through
the narrow lens of Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tions takes away from the
larger . purpose  of
convenings at multilateral
spaces. This is a platform
for debate, discussion, shar-
ing perspectives and steer-
ing the process forward.

“This space was used
effectively by Pakistan’s
ForeignOfficein 1992 atthe
EarthSummitin Rio to cre-
ate aniche role for tsel by
drafting the language used
in the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change. Over the
years, somchow the coun-
fry ceded this space, mak-
ingits participation a token

resence with no meaning-
ful contribution in negotia-
tions. COP27 marked a
turning point, where a stra-
tegic plan to combine po-
litical frontloading sup-
ported by technical inter-
ventions created the perfect
mix that made Loss and
Damage possible. The
powerful duo of former
minister Sherry Rehman
and Ambassador Nabeel
Muni was suppored by a
variety of sub-set groups
who worked tirelessly to

make the landmark L&D
outcome possible.
While the Ministry of
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination
takes the lead at COP mect-
ings, Pakistani diplomats
play a pivotal role at the
negotiations. Capitalising
on the G77 plus China
presidency, Pakistan re-
claimed lost space at
COP27 with its able lead-
crship and technical
backstopping.

Over the years, for a
variety of reasons, we have
fallenvictimto the malaise
of maligning the country
andgiving disproportionate
space to prophets of doom.
There is a mounting ten-
dency to sce everything
through the lens of negativ-
ity, and negligence in'shin-
ing light on achicvements.
“This constant self-flagella-
tiontakes atoll on individual
morale and dissipates the
energynceded for promot-
ingexcellence in work.

ite journey s
difficult butnot impossible
to navigate. Despair,
gloom, complaints and ac-
cusations are not going to
fix the problem, and will
certainly take away from
our resolve to find solu-
tions. Moving forward will
require team work, a well-
thought-out strategy that
covers all the important
bases, and actors to work
inunison. The appointment

of Ambassador Munir as
chair of the Subsidiary

By Aisha Khan

Body for Implementation
shouldbe seen as a recoy
tion of his skills and used
for strategic planning. SBI
work has been at the heart
of 1mplcmcnlauon issues
r the convention, the
Kyolo Protocol and the
Paris Agree-m-ent. Taking
a lead from this achieve-
ment, the Foreign Office
should use it to promote
excellence and formalise the
structure of its negotiating
strategy by building a core
team for stecring the agenca.
‘The Ministry of Cli-
mate Change and Environ-
mental Coordination s ide-
ally positioned to improve
coordinated actions and
convenings among stake-
holders. The services of civil
socicty champions like
Kashmala Kakakhel, who
routinely provides advice
on climate finance, and
other actors shouldbe used
for strengthening strategic
partnerships. Pakistan has
political commitment, able
negotiators, a vibrant civil
society anda cohort of ex-
perts, but lacks coordina-
tion. This communication
gap creates misunderstand-
ings and misplaced expec-
tations. It is time for Paki-
stanto buildateamto carry
the climate agendafor land-
ing points. There are a vari-
ety of groups, each skilled
in their craft, who canserve
ascritical parts of the whole
under an umbrella strategy
that covers negotiations at
COP and actions at home.
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Neurosurgeon removes worm
from Australian woman's brain

CANBERRA (INP): A thors of anarticle about the
wriggling worm has been  extraordinary medical case
plucked from the brain of ~published in'the latest cdi-
an Australian women by a  tion of the journal Emerg-
neurosurgeon who was in-  ing Infectious Discases.

vestigating her mystery Senanayake said he
symptoms. Surgeon Hari was on duty at the hospital

scess.
“This patient had been
treated ... for what was a
mystery illness that we
thought ultimately was a
immunological condition
because we hadn't been zble

Soaring energy prices threaten Pakistan's
manufacturing and export sectors

SIALKOT (INP): Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) President Abdul Ghafoor Malik has warned
that soaring energy prices are threatening Pakistan's manufacturing and export sectors. In a statement on Tuesday,
Maliksaid that the recent surge in energy prices, as evidenced by the issuance of electricity bills with analarming hike
of up to 80 to 100%, was a substantial setback for the manufacturing cum export sector of the nation. He said that
the substantial increase in the ithin the effect the len,
would place exporters at a amidst intense i Malik expressed his grave con-
cerns, saying that kyrocketing cncrgycu s had made it arduous forcxponm to maintain their cof mpcullvc edge

to finda
then out of nowhere, this
big lump appeared in the
frontal part of her brain,”
Senanayake said

uddenly, with her
(Bandi’s) forceps, she’s
e kmg up this lhmg that's

he

Priya Bandi was perform-  in Junc last year when the
ing abiopsy througha hole  worm was found.
inthe 64-year-old patient’s “1 got a call saying:
skull at Canberra Hospital *We've got a patient with
last year when she usedfor- an_infection problem.
ceps to_ pull out the para-  We've just removed a live
site, which measured 8 cen-  worm from this patient’s
timeters, o 3 inches. brain,” Senanayake told

and sustain bout the potential forders
and the subsequent implications on cxponm capaclly to meet their international obligations. Malik urged Prime
Minister of Pakistan Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar to take immediate cognizance of the situation and provide urgent relicf for
the export sector through the re-introduction of Regionally Competitive Energy Tariffs tailored specifically for the
five crucial export-oricented sectors. He said that the re-introduction of Regionally Competitive Energy Tariffs was
not just a necessity: it was alifeline for the industry, exports, and the collective economic future of the nation, The
SCC Presidents vaiming coms at a timg when Pakistan i faing a namber of cconormic challenges, including a
r of measures

‘widening trade deficit, rising inflation, and a depreciating currency. The government has taken a numl

Five killed, six
injured in trailer-
van collision
RAWALPINDI, Aug 29
(INP): Five people were
killed and sixothers injured
in a horrific road accident
in Rawalpindi on Tuesday,

rescuers and police sai

Atrailer collided with
avan near Old Toll Plaza in
T-Chowk area. The dead
andthe injured were shifted
to a nearby hospital for
treatment, said the rescue
officials.

The deceased included
four men and a woman.

to address.

one
in lhal operating lhc;\lcr
were absolutely stunned,”
Senanayake added.

“The worms’ cggs arc
commonly shed in snake
droppings which are caten
by small mammals. The life
cycle continues as other
snakes cat the mammals.

“The woman lives near
a carpet python habitat and
forages for native vegetation
called vartigl greens to

ook While she hadno di-
n:c[ contact with snakes,
scientists hypothesize that
she consumed the cggs
from the vegetation or her
contaminated hands.

“1just thought: ‘What ~ Australian Broadcasting
is that? It doesn’t make any ~ Corp.
sense. Bul it’s alive and
> Bandi  was
quoted Tuesday. “It contin-
ued to move with vigor. We
all felt a bit sick,” Bandi
added of her operating
team.

The creature was the
larva of an Australian na-
tive roundworm not previ-
ously known to be a human
parasite name;
Ophidascaris robertsi. The
worms are commonly
found in carpet pythons.
Bandi and Canberra infec-
tious discases physician
Sanjaya Senanayake arc au-

FIA Interpol nabs wanted
suspect from Riyadh

KARACHI (INP): Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA) Interpol Pakistan
with the assistance of
Interpol Saudi Arabia has
successfully apprehended
the wanted  suspect,
Qurban Ali, from Riyadh,

woman had been
admitted to the hospital af-
ter experiencing forgetful-

Scans showed changes in
her brain.

Ayear earlier, she had
been admitted to her local
hospital in southeast New
South Wales state with
symptoms including ab-
dominal pain, diarthea, a
dry cough and night
sweats.

Senanayake said the
brain biopsy was expected
to reveal a cancer or an ab-

ARY News reported on
Tuesday. According to the
details, Interpol Pakistan
apprehended the accused
QurbanAli in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, and later on tran
ferred him to Islamabad In-
ternational Airport.

As per the Interpol
spokesperson’s statement,
the apprehended suspect
was wanted by the Punjab
Police, anda case had been
registered against him in

Faisalabad for multiple

: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz

a meeting with vi
PIAF warns govt to join
protests if increase in
power tariff not withdrawn

LAHORE (INP): Chairman  Market, Anarkali, Urdu
Pakistan Industrial and Bazar and Hundreds of
Traders Associations Front — traders from adjacent mar-
(PIAF) Fahimur Rahman kets were welcomed an
Saigol has said that the as- ~ congratulated for joiningthe
sociation will carry on its PIAF.

commitment of raising the
woice of the business com-
munity.

While addessing the
reception organized by the
representatives of Dispos
able Packaging Association
on Tuesday, he said that
traders are the backbone of
the cconomy and the care-
taker government should
take immediate steps to re-
duce electricity rates oth-
erwise the Piafwill alsojoin
the protest movement.

He said the govern-
ment should reframe the
policies in consultation
withthe relevant stakehold-
ers and the issues of the

ing Saudi Delegation.

Robber killed,
shopkeeper
injured in fire
exchange
LAHORE (INP): A robber
was killed and shopkeeper
injured in fire exchange dur-
ing robbery attempt in a

<hop, police said on Tues-
day

/\ccordmg to details,
two veiled robbers barged
into a shop in Islampura
area of Lahore and at-
tempted robbery.

An exchange of fire
took place inwhich one rob-
ber was killed while other
managed to escape. Shop-
keeper Umar Jamal was also
m_yurcd in firing of the rob-

On_this_occasion,
Mian Anjum Nisar, Fahimur
Rehman Schgal and others
said that the daily joining
of various parties in PIAF
is a proof of the effective-
ness of PIAF for business-
men. Piaf is the power of
businessmen and the voice
of businessmen who has
been advocating for the
rights of businessmen and
solving their problems at
every forum. For the last
26 years, PIAF has been
advocating for the business
community not only in
Lahore but also at the Paki-
stan level from the platform
of Federation of Pakistan

™"The body of killed
robber and injured shop-
keeper were shiftedto hos-
pital.

DIG Operation, SSP
Taugeer Nacem and Addi-
tional SP City Selman Zafar
also reached the scene of

business  community Chambers F
should be resolved imme- The host Ahsan | ICCPO conducts
diately. Mahmood and Asim .

Fihimur  Rehman Mahmood, Nacem Khan | ORIine openforum
Sehgal said that the busi.  thanked the PIAF leaders JSLAMABAD  (INP):

for the honor and said that
they will leave no stone
unturned to serve the trad-
ers and lran<porlcr< along
with the PIAF fami
In addition lo Pl/\l—
senior leaders, Malik
Muhammad Khalid and
PIAF executive committee
member Khalid Parvez,
Mian Muhammad Nawaz,
Sheikh Manan,
Mudassar Masood, Malik
Ahad Amin, Mian Khurram
Ilyas, Malik Nadeem,
Aneces Arshad, Nacem
Hanif, Zeeshan Sohail
Malik. Sajjad Afzal Sheikh,
Unmar Sarfraz Sheikh, Rana
Nadeem
Abbas, Sheikh Fayyaz,
Rana Kashif, Abdul Hafecz
Asim from Abkari Road
Science Market along with | sonal nature and related to
his officials police station matters.

I
l

ness community along with
PIAF is strengthened by
joining various business or-

anizations in PIAF. On

is occasion, along with
Disposable Packaging As-
<oc|a||on lradc organiza-

ons cience Market,
‘Abakart Road and Anarkli
Market along with their of-
ficials along with hundreds
of members announced their
affiliation with PIAF in the
presence of the media.
President FPCCI Irfan
Igbal Shaikh, former presi-
dents Muhammad Ali Mian
Abuzar Shad, Senior Vice
Chairman rullah
Mughal, Vice Chairman
“Tahir Manzoor Chaudhary,
Senior Vice President
Lahore Chamber Zafar
Mahmuru and others vis-
ited Abkari Road, Science

Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer (ICCPO) Di
Akbar Nasir Khan orga-
nized anonline open forum,
providing residents with
direct access to senior po-
lice officials and ensure the
resolution of public prob-
lems.

During this interactive
session, ICCPO Dr Akbar
Nasir Khan personally ad-
dressed public inquiries

AIG (Operations)
Saud Khan was als0 in -
tendance.

Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan
attentively listened to call-
ers' concerns and promptly
officersto
find immediate solutions.
Many of the issues raised
by the callers were of aper-

ISLAMABAD: Jamal Shah, Interim Federal Minister for National Heri-

tage and Culture visiting Aiwan-e-Quaid Building at Fatima Jinnah Park.

However, it remains to be seen whether these measures will be enoughto prevent he economy from Turther decline,

QUETTA Employee’s of Me‘tropolimn Corporation
hold protest at Manan Chowk.

Four women and two men
« .

so sustained injuries in the
accident. Over speeding is
said to be the cause of the
fatal accident.

USdollar reaches
new heights against|
Pakistani rupee

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
The US dollar s relentless
against the Pakistani

rupee shows no signs of|
abating, reaching record|

and open markets on the

week. According to de-
tails, the dollar’s value
climbed by an additional
75 paisas in the interbank|
market, settling at an|

alarming 302.75 rupees.
In the open market, the

level of Rs316. Within aj

dollar has appreciated by|
TR
e interbank

20 rupees in e open
[market. On Monday, the
rpee concluded the day

an all-time low agains|

lhe US dollar, closing at|

Sudan army chiefheads to Egypt
on first trip abroad since conflict

KHARTOUM  (INP): The war between the Red Sea city of Port
Sudan's army chief Abdel Burhan and his former Sudan where he made a fi-
Fattah al-Burhan departed deputy turned rival ery address to troops, [ WASHINGTON (INP): A

faculty member at the Uni-
wersity of North Carolina
was shot dead ina shooting
on campus, officials said,
adding a suspect was ar-
rested and the threat was
cleared by late afternoon,
"'m devastated the U
(Umvcr<|lyof!\onh(_aro-
lina) community lost a fac-
ulty member in an act of
violence on campus,” the
institution's chancellor,
Kevin Guskiewicz said in
a statement.

Police were notifiedof
shots being fired at the
Chapel Hill; North Caro-
lina, campus early Monday
afternoon, the chancellor

T\|c<d;\y on a flight to
Egypt for his first trip
abroadsince fighting began
withparamilitaries in April,
the country's ruling Sover-
eignCouncil said.

General Burhan would
hold talks with Egyptian
President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi "on the latest develop-
ments in in and bilat-
eral ties between the two
countries", the council said
inastatement. Burhan, who
heads the council, was ac-
companied by intelligence
chief Ahmad Ibrahim
Muffadal and interim for-
cign minister Ali al-Sadeq,
it added.

Mohamed Hamdan Daglo,
who commands the para-
military Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), has raged
since April 15. It has spread
from Khartoum and the
western region of Darfur to
Kordofan and Jazira state,
Killing thousands and forc-
ing millions to flee their
homes. For months, the
RSF had besicged Burhan
inside military headguarters
in Khartoum but last week
the army chicf made his
first public foray outside
the compound o review
troops in parts of the war-
scarred country.

On Monday he was in

vowing to fight the RSF
who he branded mercenar-
ies to "end the rebellion”.
"We arc mobilising every-
where to defeat this rebel-
lion, defeat this treason, by
cse mercenarics w
come from all over the
world," Burhan told cheer-
ing troops.

"There is no time for
discussion now. We are con-
centratingall ourcfforts on
the war, to put an end to
the rebellion," he said. His
comments came a day after
Daglo released a statement
detailing a 10-point "vi-

g

sion" to end the war and
build "a new state".

University of North Caro-
lina faculty member killed
in campus shooting

said. He added the suspect
was apprehended and taken
into custo

Police issued an "all
clear” for the campus
around two hours later and
said there was no further
immediate threat. During
the stand-off, there was
heavy police presence
around the campus, media
footage from the scene
showed. Police had earlier
released the male suspect's
image on X, formerly called
Twitter, when he was not
yet in custody and de-
Scribed him as a "person of
interest in today's armed
and dangerous person situ-
ation.”
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PEW opposes immediate
privatization of power
distribution companies

LAHORE (INP): Chair-
man of Pakistan Economy
Watch Brigadier (Retd)
Muhammad Aslam Khan
said on Tuesday that elec-
tricity distribution compa-
nies should not be immedi-
ately privatised by taking
advantage of the chaos in
the country on the issue of
clectricitybills.

ractice of re-
peating failed experiments
should be abandoned, as it
may be in the interests of
influential elites, but it is
against the country's inter-
ests, he said. Ina statement
issued herc, Aslam Khan
said that before the

pees with the help of a few
top politicians and bureau-
crats. This plunder of re-
sources has been going on
for years, which has
squeczed the people and
the business community.
During the investiga-
tion against some power
producers, trillions of ru-
pees of thefts, billions of
rupees of corruption, and
money laundering charges
have been proved, but cases
have not been registered
against the offenders, he
added. He said that cfforts
to recover stolen finds from
power producers were
stopped, and those who

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
tion shields to the high achievers of the
tition 2022-23, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

iving awa

recogni-

uaweilCT Compe-

unearthed the scam and
proved corruption were
fired from their jobs, after
which the officers of any

privatisation of discos, the
masses should know how
much relief they have got-
ten <|ncc Kﬂmchl Electric

One killed in

road accident
SARGODHA (INP): A

Sup, Corporation organisation did not have .
(KLS(_)vm< s0ld in 2005 the courage to lay hands on | 131 Was Killed in a van-

He said that if the white-collar criminals | {uck = carlision = on
privatisation of (KESC) ~running corrupt IPPs, De- | o min 54
failed and the experiment  spite this looting coming to e ceased was | [ISLAMABAD (INP):
with IPPs didn't work,  thelimelight, thissectorre- | ;5. dehe) SCEASEL S || Palistan has expressed
how can privatisation of - mains a fvourite of top | it XG0 Manik | s deep interestinjoin-
liscos succeed in such a iticians ar ureaucrats,
Scenario? He saidhat ome which has. ruined. the area. Ho was traweling to | (RO GHEY
private power producers argodha from Kotmomin | | Organization.

country's economy, he

o on his van when a speeding

lmck collided with the ve-
hicly

Pakistani Ambas-
sador to China, Moin
ul Haque attended the
opening ceremony of
the World Canal Cities

are carning trillions of ru-

Bushra Bibi gets bail
in Toshakhana case

“Ihe accident comes at
atime when road accidents
are on the rise in Pakistan.

According to a recent re- | |[Forum  held  in
ISLAMABAD (INP): The not submitted tothe | port by the National High- | [Vangzhou, Jiangsu,
accountability court in  Toshakhana to caleulate | ways and Motorway Po- | | Spin&210dh - (0EEH:
Islamabad on Tuesday ap- their  prices.  The | lice, over 12,000 people ina, and showed in-

proved the bail plea of Toshakhanaissue becamea | were killedinroadaccidents | | terest injoining the or-

Bushra Bibi, the wife of -major sticking point in na- | in Pakistanin 2022. ganization to promote
former prime minister and — tional politics afterthe Elec- | y——————="——| | bilateral cooperation.
Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaf tion Commission of Paki- | Lawyer shot dead, Speakh“’g ot the
(PTI) chairman in the stan disqualificd the PTI :

Soshakbana case tll Sep. ehier for making “raise | PYOtest held evpel“(;“cg Cel'é‘.“.c'"yl:c’f
teml statements and incorrect agamst incident orld Canal Cities Fo-

rum, the Ambassador
underlined the role of
canals as conduits of
commerce, culture
and connectivity.
Expressing his
sentiments about the

declaration”.

“The reference, which
alleges that Imran failed to
share detals o te gifi he
retain the
Toshaskhana (during his
time as the prime minister)
was

r12.
Ac judge Abul Hasnat
Muhammad Zulagrnain
heard the case and granted
bail to Bushra Bibi ill Sep-
tember in

Toshakhana casc. Bushra
Bibi’s bail was accepted
against surety bonds worth

SARGODHA (INPy: Uri-
dentified armed men
gunned down a lawyer here
on Tuesday. Lawyer com-
munity held protest dem-
onstration against the inci-
lent.

=
g

According to details,

Rs500,000. filed by lawmakers | unknown  miscreants | |scenic landscapes and
‘The ex-first lady has  from the rulingcoalition ast | sprayed vehicle of Advo- | [rich  culture  of

been accused of keeping a  year. cate Chaudhary Anwar Ad- | | Yangzhou, he ac-

locket, chain, carrings, two ‘The judgement added | vocate near Salam area of | | knowledged the hi

° ged the his-

rings and bracelet from the  tha the former premierwas | Sargodha while he was on o P’

Toshakhanagifts. Sheisalso ~ found to be indulged incor- | his way to Bhalwal. (it TR ©

Yangzhou as a major
city along the Grand
Canal.

accused of keeping gold,
diamond, necklace, bracelet,
as well as gold and diamond
rings,carings and bracel.

s main-
lzmcd lhal the gifts were

rupt practices under sec-
tions 167 and 173 of the
constitution. “A criminal
proceeding will be initiated
against him over filing a
false statement.

As a result of firing,
Chaudhary Anwar Advo-
cate was killed on the spot
andattackers fled the scene.

The body was shified to
hospital for

According  to
Gwadar Pro, the Am-

Pakistan expresses inter-
est in joining World Ca-
nal Cities Organization

bassador also briefed
the audience on
Pakistan’s canal sys-
tem along the Indus
River, which was
among the largest in
the world irrigating
over 48 million acres.

Healso expressed
Pakistan’s interest in
joining the World Ca-
nal Cities Organization
headquartered in

The Anbassadur
expressed his deep ad-
miration for the devel-
opmental strengths of |
Yangzhou and high-
lighted his desire for
learning from the Chi-
nese developmental
model, which had im-
proved the lifestyles of |
the Chinese people
starting from grassroot
level.

el.

Recalling the al-
ready existing sister-
province relationship
between Jiangsu and
Punjab, he underlined
the need for practical
and result-oriented sis-
ter city relationship
with Yangzhou.
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Pakistani rupee drops S G 0 1 5G
udarinpe 0o | - Tmran Khan’s remand in cipher | Pakistan to launch 5G ser-
. il e
low against US case extended for 14 days vices within 10 months
dollar in interbank ATTO ISLAMABAD  (INP): also discussed indetail the ~ challen 1 -
: ges related to taxa
ISLAMABAD  (INP): mﬁ,@;mhﬂ:;ﬁmfﬂj’;“&am" s the Offcial Secrets Act extended BT | Carctaler Federal Minister  upeoming plans rlated (0 tio, telecom densiy, and
Amid Tnckluster response | [0 O kst Tohcek s nsaf (PTD) chairman vas heldat th Atiock| | for ITand elecommunica- —telecommunications, the ~speétrum  management
from the caretaker govern- | jailfollowing an official approval from the iy of L K v rsiedeors h e courts |7 Dr Umar Saif has de-rolloutof the 5G spectrum,  would_be actively  ad-
ment and the central bank, D Aol st Ml Zlumain, A condin (e g, hdae Hist gty 1 o cided tha the G sevices and iateics fo opiimal  dessed. In alignment with
the Pakistani rupee contin- | [IS-msabut The Bammer feom vl o son 1 Septeher 13 anucie e emare. The b1t shiet's loga] | will b lanchedin Pakistan - spectrum tilizato this proactive stance, the IT
ued 10 slide 10 Mstoric | (st lod Nascen Bamiots mas stopped i the ot for shoumelan b a s Falf an them llowes to ot | | ithin 10 months. The de- - Dr Unar Salf shed minister reiterated the
lows st the S ol | proceadings nfgtof Security coheerns raised by the ministry. adecision was made to conduct the cipher case] | Yelopment emerged after a light on the paramount im-  administration’s dedication
in the interbank market. | hearing against the PTI chmn—nm inthe jail. Judge Abul Hasnat Mohammad Zulgamain of the special court set up pivotal meeting between  portance of optimal spec-  to refining the quality of
‘According to the fig- | fio hear cases under the Official Seerets Act ‘hecipher case Saifand Chaman Pakisan - rumilizationand th o _elecom scrvces, s en-
ures obtained fromthe forox | [ the ministry' nofifcation. Securty outside the il as beofed up, as police and It Force pexsom\el were n Au- ordinated dep hancing the experience for
deslers the localcurency | eputedarouidthe prison premises All e outs leadingothe el ver sealed, On Tuesday Imian Kl | thoricy (PTA) Maj Gen ihe 5 nework consumers. The minister
hit rock bottom against the intho T onced He e aew] | (R) Hiltcrur Rehman. The Dr. Umar Saif ex-  underscored the signifi-
rcenback s 1 Shod 20 more | [on ocilat ormand i vt 30, The devieion vas amounced by ORbele Secrels ot cout judge Abul Hasnll | discussions delved nto in-pressed unavring detcr- - canee of optimizing cxist-
paisas, taking the US dollar Zulqarnmn Momems ago, !he!slamabadl-h Court the’ tricate matters of teleccom-  mination to eliminate ing telecom provisions to
to a historic high of | [oriminal ca C Chief Justice Aamir Farooq and Justi Jahangiri accepted| the impending hurdles by establishing a  cnsure citizens derive the
B33 25 s 1 ot | [ s appeas snd ronbunced he deciion 5G auction, and spectrum  priority-based criterion. He  utmost benefit from these
session inthe interbank mar- allocation. The minister _specifically highlighted that _services.
ket on Wednesday. T n n
On Tuesday, the Paki- Senlor Us dlplomat Nuland Saudi Crown

stani rupee had plunged to
yet another record low
against the US dollar, as it
settled at Rs303.05 in the

interbank market, AL closc,
the rupee was down Rs1.03
or 0.35%.

Despite securing alast-
minute deal with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF), the local currency
has come under renewed
pressure amid falling foreign
exchange inflows, while con-
cerns have risen over a wid-
ening current account defi-
cit after authorities lifted
curbs on imports.

. . Prince may pa;
urges 'timely' and 'fair' elec- | hours-long visit

tions in Pakistan to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (INP):
WASHINGTON (INP):  who was ousted ina parlia- | Saudi Crown Prince and
Senior US diplomat mentary vote of no confi- | Prime Minister
Victoria Nuland spoke on dence last year - being at | Mohammed bin Salman
Tuesday with Pakistani the center of it. may pay a short visit to
Foreign Minister Jalil APakistani highcourt | palistan in the second week
Abbas Jilani and discussed ~ on Tuesday suspended the | of next month, diplomatic
the importance of timely, jailed former prime | sources saidon Wednesday.
frccarrlfmrclccuom”mﬂuc minister's sentence on cor- The po: ible visit of
South Asian nation, the US  ruption charges, but he will | the Saudi Crown Prince
State Department smd remain behind bars as a [ would be of four to six
"Acting Deputy Sec- judge had already ordered | hours as part of first leg of
retary Nuland and Foreign his detention in another | his tour which will later
Minister Jilani discussed case. The convictionof PTI | take him to Pakistans arch-

KP government the importance of timely, chicf, who remains | rival India. The Saudi

firee and fair clections ina Pak|<|an< most popular | Crown Prince is likely to

approves funds manner With leade come to Pakistan on Sep-

i i Pakistants laws and consic  polls, has also barred him | ember 10. During hisbriok

for University tution," the US State De- from contesting elections | stay, the Saudi royal guest
of Peshawar partment said in a state- for five years. Pakistan | is expected to hold meet

ment. Pakistani politics has  swore in a caretaker cabi- | ings with Caretaker Prime
enin a crisis for over a net under interim Prime | Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq

year, with former Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq [ and Army Chief General

Minister and PTI chicf - _Kakar. Syed Asim Munir.

[PESHAWAR (INP): The
|caretaker government of]
[Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

g &
KARACHI: Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amdad Khan Niazipresent-
m""ed much-needed! | |ing a model of Tugril Class frigate "PNS Shah Jehan" to Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter A FHaq Kakar.

under the salary|
b i o

P (U0 Not possible to run industry, trade

According to media

lreports, the Finance De-| . . o e o Mi Za .

e e swca sl | With expensive electricity: Mian Zahid
necessnzeofﬁcml proce-

release of funds| [ KARACHI (INP): Chair-  be moderated and rational-  tion and distribution sys- The business leader

[to the UoP. The Vice Chan-| [ man of National Business  ized, he saidaddingthat the ~ tem and the entire infra- saidthat instead of continu-

lcellor of the university had | Group Pakistan, President  issue of capacity payment ~structure should be im- ouslyincreasingthe cost of

learlier written an applica-| | Pakistan Businessmenand ~ should be resolved, and in- proved. cleciricity, free electricity
ltion to the provincial gov-| | Intellectuals Forum, and ~ terest-free loans should be Mian Zahid Hussain distribution shoul

lernment for the release of| | All Karachi Industrial Al- ~provided to people for in- said that WAPDA wants ~stopped to reduce the cir-
lfunds to overcome the fi-| | liance, and former provin- stalling solar systems. the recovery of electricity — cular debt, WAPDAand the
Inancial issues of the uni-| | cial minister Mian Zahid ‘The business leader  bills, but the police donot —police shouldbe broughton

Iversity. Ina notification to| | Hussain has said that the  saidthat increasing thecost —help it because its priority ~the same page to increase

lthe vice chancellor, theppro-| | people are tired of inflated ~ of electricity to meet the  is not recovery but tomain- _ the recovery, or a separate | |1+ ol 0 ok
lvincial government in-| | power bills. deficitoftrillions ofrupees  tain law and order, and if force should be raised for . S ;
[formed that funds have Ina statement issucd  in the power sector s like _the palice do not cooper- the recovery of outstand- | € KARACHI: A“lfl‘év of ?0 W‘J]‘;kg“ "&l]hh near Hyerimar-
lbeen released to pay the| | here on Tuesday, he said filling water in a broken ate, there will be no re-  ingbills. et“ﬂ“mg problems for locals . Need attention of concern
salaries of the university| | that the electricity tariff bucke. sponse. Mian Zahid further | | authori

staff for the month of Au-| | should be revised down- Instead of increasing Similarly,casesare not  said that at present, the de-

e A - . ¢ ; 3 0 n 0 0
& "1“ gﬁﬁmz ﬁ.,fé’;ﬂ,. ward immediately; other-  the price of electricity, elec-  registeredagainst electricity mand to end the provision P a kl S t an d iscusses re ll e f in

wise, the ongoing protests tricitytheft, linc losses, and  thicves, and if they are, they  of free clectricity among
fthe recommendation ofthe| | across the country willin- non-payment of bills are not properly investi-

it I S, se-
[Higher Education Depart| | tensy, whichwill destroy ~hould be controlled, and gated and artosted. Even i nior officers, politicians, electr i city b ill S W ith IMF

ment. The notification fur-| | law and order and cause no oneshould be given free ~someone is arrested, he is ~ etc. has gamcd momentum,

lther said that these funds| | great damage to the un- electricity. released with a minor pun-  but the real problem is not | ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa- ity bills to consumers have  regarding the relief for the
[have been released under| | stable cconomy. The business leader ishment. Until the punish- ~free electricitybutelectric- | kistan has contacted the  been shared with the IMF, ~ power consumers.

[the Budget Book for 2023+ Mian Zahid Hussain  said that laws should be ment and penalty for elec- ity theft, line losses, and | International Monetary sources at ministry stated. He confirmed that the
[24. The university admin-| | said that electricity has made stringent to discour- tricity theft are drastically no n-compliance, which | Fund (IMF) over proposed Accordingto sources, caretaker finance minister is
istration said mmhex the| | become so expensive that  age electricity theft so that  increased and fully imple- amount to almost Rs 800 | relief in electricity bills, the IMF ~got the holding talks with the IMF.
Jrelease of funds, the itis not possible to runin-  the burden of stolen elec-  mented, the loss of electric-  billion. He further said that | sources saidon Wednesday. ~ government's stance over  He added that the carctaker
|versity would nowlqe abl_e dustry, trade, or any kind tricity is not passed on to ity theft will continue to be  if the energy sector is not Caretaker Minister the relief andinvited awrit- set-up to get the IMF in
lto manage its financial cri-| | of business activity. Taxes  the people. He demanded borne by the bill-paying  reformed, itwill destroy the | for Finance, ten plan for relief over the  confidence for makingsome
sis for the time being. on electricity bills should  that the electricity genera- public. country's economy. Dr Shamshad Akhtar, - power bills. “A written re-  decisions.

has contacted IMF resident  lief plan will be dchvcrcd Scléngl said that the

IHC seeks details Of €aSe§ | representative Esther Pérez 1o the IMF this evening”  caretaker government will

Ruiz over the matter, ministry sources added.  make decisions regarding the
. * 1 | sources at finance ministry The caretaker federal —electricitybills withinafew
registered against Imaan Mazari | i o o e the IMF

cabinet on Tuesday decider
ISLAMABAD (INP): A

= =¥

from being transported out The minister dis-  to seek nod from the Inter-  on board.
hearing was held in of Islamabad. cussedfor relief over elec-  national Monetary Fund People across Paki-
Islamabad High Court Furthermore, _the | tricity bills with the IMF,  (IMF) for providing relief stan are protesting against
(IHC) regarding the human ~ court stipulated that if any | the finance ministry intheelectricitybills tothe the inflated electricitybills
rights lawyer - Imaan cases or reports against | SOUrCes said power consumers. demanding relief from the
Mazari - plea to provide Imaan Mazar emergs after The monetary fund Caretaker _Federal govcmmcnl The protesting
the detals of the cases reg- ~ August 20, she should not | Was briefed about thesitu-  Minister for Information - masses also demandingthat
istered against her on be subject to arrest. The fter hikein  and ing Murtaza  the government should end
Wednesday. court adjoumed the case till | electricity bxll< sources  Solangi said in a statement  provisionof free electricity
The lHC Justice Mian  tomorrow. Earlier to this, | said. that the caretaker finance tothe its officials and staff-
Gul Hasan Aurangzeb pre-  the Anti-Terrorism Court The proposals for minister Shamshad Akhtar ers of electricity companies
sided over the hearingcon- (ATC) on Tuesday granted | providingrelief in electric- s taking the IMF on board  and Wapda.
ceming the disclosure of a three-day physical re-

details pert t and to the b hts 1 istri ini
letails pertaining to cases 1awycr,°1ma§n,?ﬂaga§'cgm7 Paklstan Army or- District administra-

registered against Imaan .
Mazari. During the pro- latedto ‘vollection of funds tionlaunches crack-

: X
ceedings, it was ordered to fuel anti-state activities”. ]Il i

that the Interior Secretary, The ATC Judge Abu ga]llzes free edlcal (hwrllagl';nn;tbeg-

3 st representing the govern-  Al-Hasanat Zul-Qarnain, O garsin Peshawar
IDERADAD: Resdnsor it e benprosig s || B e pridiosi okt | CAMPS across Sindh | B0
non-availability of water drainage on Government College University sive reports of cases repis  Mazari - human rights | [KARACHI (INP): Paki-  The medical camps || district administration in
[Road for the past two months. tered across the country lawyer. The prosccutor | |stan Army organized free provided state-of-the-art | | peshawar launched a spe-

0 against Imaan and submit claimed that the human | |medical camps in remote  diagnosticservices, includ- | | cial campaign against pro-
US Master T10: Pakistan’s | [Six farmers caught] | these reports to the court right lawyer is accused of | [arcas of Sindh, where a  ing ECG, ultrasound, and fessional beggars | on

by tomorrow. The presid- ‘collecting funds to fuel | [teamofqualifiedanmydoc-  various medical tests, in | | Wednesda

s
g

. . stealing water || ingjude dirccted the Inte- anti-state activities andde- | [{ors conducted compre- —additionto the free medi- econding to official
Sohail Khan p1 cks u Pl Is i rior Secretaryto takeall nec-  manded her physical re- | [hensive medical examina- ~cal consultations. spokespersons, five tficial
rom canals I | f cqqary measures to guaran-  mandto recover he alleged | [tions forthe general public ‘The local population | | were constituted to conduct

1 tee that Imaan remains free  funds and apprehend other | [on Wednesday. Accoxdmg expressed their gratitude i -
the most wickets Sargodha from any arrestand exempt _ potential co-conspirators. | [(o the details the armedfor the Palstan Army’ | | CPretions on s dafy| lZ?‘y‘

rees actively engged in efforts, emphasizing 'he Onthe first day of the
tiatives aimed at the importance of suchii campaign, hundreds of pro-
s il (e e ik | A beg:

LAUDERHILL, Florida, ~ meanwhile, fast bowler [ [SARGODHA (INP): An

(INP): The 'US Masters ~Sohail Khanpicked up the | [irigation task force team Rawa]pindi reports 12 more

TI0 League came to athrill- - most wickets (15) in the | |caught six farmers on the|

were ar-

ingendas the Ben Dunk-led - competition. charge of water theft from 1 the citizens of Pakistan. In ~ their communities. Fur-

ARG R R Tl toumamen | [otiotr et o | dengue cases, tally rises to 188 | KiGEERSSIRaR (SRR G | | et romd rouriacs
I-Hag-led New was rsionof | lon Wednesday. RAWALPINDI  (INP): doormrvclllm(x:fmm]anu- Pakistan Army established conveyed Lheu hope that Beggary Act andtransferred

York Warriors via Super the game where fans According to media| | Rawalpindi district re- ary 1 to date, the teams mcdlcalcamps,whlchsaw similar noble endeavors | | o Darul Kafala, a govern-

Over in the Final. around the world discov- | |reports, the team con-| [ ported 12 more dengue chcckcd4 523,648 houses would i ment-run shelter home.

i tournament,  ered there was never adull | |ducted raids in various ar-| | cascs on Wednesday, rais-  in Rawalpindi district and | [cal residents. Durmg!hcse future. The people appre- ¢ Department of
which was played between moment. eas of the district, includ-| | ingthe total number of con-  larvae were found in27,164 | |camps, patients received ciated the actions of the | | Social Welfare, Child Pro-
Atlanta Fire, California Following  the | |ing Chak no 147 NB, firmed cases to 188. homes. e medicaljheslNPakisbinAmyandteiien | ccrion Urit, Rescue, and
Knights, Morrisville Unity, - completion of the US Mas- Hujjan and adjacent District Coordinator Similarly, he added | [ups, andac- ated thei ther s partici-
New Jersey Triton's, New ters T10, the journey | |villages, and caught| | Epidemics Prevention and that while ~ checking | |cess to essential medica- fully coopemw with the | | paed in the ongoing cam-
York Warriors and Texas moves back to Abu Dhabi [ |Farooq, Ghulam| | Control (DCEPC), Dr 1,767,035 places, theteams | |tions. anmed forces. paignagainst the beggars.

Chargers, provided block- ~for the Abu Dhabi T10 | |Muhammad, ~Sheraz,| | Sajjad Mchmood, said that - found larvac at 5,041 sites
buster entertainment from Season 6 from 28th No- | |Muhammad Igbal, Javed| | six cases were reported during outdoor surveillance.
the 18th to 27th August vember to 9th December, | and Ansar and others who| [ from Potohar town urban, Dr Sajad warned that
2023. Aaron Finch, who following which the next | were stealing water from| | five from ChaklalaCanton-  September was crucial for
played for the California destination is Sri Lankafor [ |canals. The team also| | mentand one from Munici- ~dengue mosquito breeding

Knights, emerged as the Lanka T10 Scason 1 from | |seized the equipmentused| | pal Corporation  as the temperature was de-
highest run-getter of the  December 12-23 laterthis | |for stealing water. Rawalpindi area. creasing with each passing
tournament with 236 runs, _year. On the report of the He said that 54 pa- day due to weather change

PTIleader Haleem Adil Sheikh moves | [migtionteam, police reg-| | tients were admitted to :ggl:r%créi;mlr:;g;mr;;o_

istered cases against the| | Rawalpindi public hospi-
SHC against his arrest warrants water pilferers. The irri-| | tals, out of which 42 were sures to avoid parasite
o sation department has| | confirmed cases while 132 bites.
§1'}|“:;‘§;s‘l‘lmj“’l‘e‘n’;cfﬁ“““ﬁe' N pmsl‘gf\'}c‘z‘:ﬂ"‘;‘,‘ux 20t warned of strict action| | were discharged after treat- He advised the resi-
Sindh Assembly Haleem Adil Peshawar High Court. He | [3gainst anyone found)|ment dents to keep their sur-
Sheikh who has been nomi.  forther aaid that the Sindh | |stealing water from canals. Dr Sajjad informed ~roundings clean, ensure the
nated in the May 9 rits case High Court too had barred | |The department has also| | that the district administra-  disposal of garbage prop-
appeared on the scene after a the authorities from arrest- | [urged farmers to use wa-| | tion hadregistered 57 FIRs, erly, and use mosquito nets
long time on Wednesday.  ing him in any case. ter judiciously and not to | issucd tickets to 13, sealed  at night.
The PTI leader submit- He requested the SHC | Isteal water from canals.| [ three premises, and im- He also advised the
ted an application to the 1o suspend the non-bailabl | |Water theft is a serious| | posed a fine of Rs 50,000 pregnant women, children NS
i gh Cou challenging et warants ks 1 || in Pakisan, and| | ssainst he violations of nder the ane of ive, ad | [IVDERABAD: Caretaker Provincial Minister Mines and
rants issued by an antierror- pleaded with the court fo :gz:‘}o‘iz‘:l‘gr";::ﬂ;‘:‘:n‘d gi“ﬁ“c SOPs during the last gg:’cli‘fo‘:':j‘('; g:",‘;“[::cfn‘: Minerals Development Mir Khuda Bakhsh Marri ata press
ism court in Hyderabad in the stop law authorities from s ses -
May 9 mayhem case. arvesting him in any case. He said that duringn- ~tions against denguc. conference at Shahbazhall Hyderabad.




